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~PE KENNEDY (ABC) Apollo Eight is well on its wa.7 toward the moon tranllng at 
1000 miles per:hour1 NASA· official.a stated the mission ia going well ao tar. 

·· Astronaut James Lovell 88.1'8 the view or Earth : ., is beautiful and said he could 
eee Cape Kennedy and· Africa. at the same time. --, ... _ 

. ' ---·-. 
§Otrl'ffWESTERN. FlDRIDA (ABC) Police and FBI agents are moving into-a mangrove sw-
amp in Southwestern Florida this mo.ming where it is believed Barbara Jane Mac­
kle 1 s kidnappers are cornered. Barbara Jane was released unh:1.nned last night 

. from a caeket-liko box that was buried about 18 inches below ground. She had 
been buried tor tour days. ·· 
. . 

·WASHINGTON (ABC) White House news secretary George .. ~hristian said today Presi­
/ dent JOhnaon will spend at. least one more day in the hospital to recover ·rrom 

his.case ot the flu. · · · 

EDWARDS AFB, CALIF. (ABC) After 198 flights, the experimental X-15 rocketahip 
baa been retired. Bad weather scrapped. its last scheduled mission that was sup­
pos.ed to take place at Edwards AFB, Calif, The X-15 reached 67 miles above the 
.Earth, eamed aatronauta wings for pilots who took it over 50 miles up and went 
4250. miles· pe~ .hour or µea.rly .seven times the speed ot sound· .• 

§AIGON (ABC) Unitod States officials in Saigon say America~ planes·have hit 
anti-aircr1J.t't implacements in. the DMZ for the second day in a row. Meanmile, 
~e~ce Talks negotiator Cyrus V'l.llce has flown to Washingtgn to report to Presi­
dent. Johnaonai the hangup in the talks at P~rie, where he left behini a contin­
uing squabble between the South arxi North Vietnamese according to ABC Newe. 

• • • • I o 

PORTIAND, ORE.DON (ABC) Fin~ renults of that vote recount in Oregon show Sena­
tor Wayne Morse increasing his vote by only 1B2 votes , st.ill l(;aving Republican 
Bob Packwood the winner, Morse s~ys. however 1 he m.'.!.y ask for a ruling by the Sm­
ate" on what he oalls nmef-U. votinc." 
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I ~th CAG Goes.An1c:xical 
. ( cilu I.At ;r6th cAG-10) · 

Airpower for the Americal ! 
United States Army Vietnam general 

ordtJr number 5,498 amnencled the attach­
inent or the 16th Combat Aviation Group 
effective Dec. 1, 1968 to the hmdrical 
Divieion. 

The '!Falcon Group"; celebrating its 
first amiversary December 20, at its 
new location near Headquarters, Ameri­
ca! Division in Chu Lai, will have at­
tached the 12Jrd Combat Aviation Bat­
talion which has been operating in di­
rect suPP.:>rt of the division. Also 

•, I 

attached will be the 335th Transporta-
tion <'o·mpaey (AM&S) which provides back 
up maintenance for Division aircra~. 

Colonel William C. Tyrrell,command­
ing Officer Of the group Stated, II Tho 
officers and men of the 16th CAG look 
fon.e.rd with · enthusiasm to becoming 
members or the Americal Division I s 
fighting team." 

·Tho 16th C;\G unit crest bearing the 
phrase 11Bom in Battle 11and the falcon's 
head symbolizes its comb.'\t aviation 
capabilities. The 'ioountain peaks re­
present the three-fold effort or the 
United $tates, Republic or Vietn.."llil, 
and tree world military forces to win 
freedom and secure peace. 

The Falcon Group comes from the 1st 
Aviation Brigade an:l was based a\. 
Marble Mountain Air Facility at DaNang 
when it was responsible for au ·non­
divisional Army ·Aviation units in 
I Corps Tactical Zone. 

T~-fE FALCO~J 
THE FALCON utilizes news sources . as 
qu<>ted. Opinions expressed in 'this 
publication are not necessarily tln~or 
the U.S. ArlI\Y' Vietnam or the 16th Com­
bat lLviation Group. THE FhLOON is an 
authorized periodic publication, rel -
eased by the 16th Combat Aviati~nGI'Cllp 
Information Office, Chu Lai, RVN, APO 
SF 96374. The editor reserves rights 
to edit and/or shorten all contribut­
ions to THE F1,LOON. 

Conmanding Officer- · 
Colonel William C. Tyrrell 

Public Inrormo.tinn orricer­
lLT Terrence J. Siemer 

Editor­
Specialist Five Gerald s. Harris 

Associate Editor-
. , Specialist Four . Jace Glowa 

C~·IRISTf\~AS 
n~c1rv1 

r~i1E(_ ~ '\ G·C· .. --··-· .. ./-"\ . -· 
co 

.. · I wish. every member .or the ·16th. · · · 
Combat Aviatio~ Group a very Merry 
Christmas, to Jewish personnel a Happy 
Chanukah, and to all my best wishes 
for good health, succ~ss and happiness 
in the coming New Year~ 
. No matter what faith you are, the 
spirit or this holiday season should 
suffer no loss in Vietnam. You are 
only five or six days away rrom family 
and friends via the mailbox, and can 
be as clo8e as your telephone when 
making a MARS call. We receive Christ­
mas cards and packages ·from home--we 
will enjoy the traditional Christmas 
Day dinner. Most of all we may still 
revere all of the holiday's true sign• 

·ificance, since we may worship as we 
see fit, as free men fighting to keep 
a nation free. · 

Let's all pray on this joyous holi­
day for peace· with honor, with the 
hope that the soldiere or the u.s. 
Anny might successfully end this con­
flict before another Christmas. 

WILLIAM C. TYRRELL 
Colonel, Infantry 
Conmanding 

~ 

•. t ... 
Vbter~ns• college and training bene­

fits liber~lized by law ch~nge recent­
ly enacted by Congress. 

-Educationa.l and training entitle­
ments incre.::..sed from ·one for one to!"lll~ 
ula. to lk months ot benefits ror ea~ h 
month of service. Thus, vet· serving3. 
months qual1.ries for :36 months,or tour 
:i.c.:.demic school yea.rs. 

-Widows of tot~lly disabled.vote­
ra.ns or those who die frcm service-con­
nect.ed injuries now entitled to . amount 
or husb~ndls benefits. 

-Limitations ·on benefits remains 
.'.36 months with · exceptions: Vetercme 
of Koro.-... n W.'lr, eligible for .'.36 months 
of benetit.s, can now qu!llify for 12 
additional months bJ.sed on post-Kore.in 
service. Also, ch~dren of veterans 
who are veterans t~emselves ·and have· 
used benefits b1sed p•1rent 1 s entitle -
ment, now authorized 12 months' addi­
tional benefits based on own service. 

-Veterans no longer barred fro m 
receiving p~yments from other federel.11' 
fin1nced progr.:i.ms • 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~ 
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AVIATOR FLIES 
SEAUCcup· HCU(\~ 

Chiet Warrent Officer Two Albert. c. 
Cerullo, 23 1 ot Elmont, N.Y.ia compl­
eting .hle tour in Vietnam, h . .;.ving flo­
wn .l. combat hours in ·241 tly!ng 
days~ 

CW2 Cerullo cmne to the 176th As­
sault Helicopter Compr'Uly on Nov. 19; 
1967 und flew his laat da.7 on Nov. 9; 
1968. H• became: aircro.ft conm:inder af­
ter slightly moro tho.n two months -:ind 
200 hour• . in-country. . Mr. Cerullo, 
"Minuteman 1211 ; has not h:i.d an g,ccidc.nt 
cho.rged 'l.gainst his record since he be­
$t&n fi71ng, 
\ That doesn it mean his tour went 
.without incident. He h:J.s had two en­
gine .failures, one while sitting in !l 

landing zone west or Chu Lai, and one 
at 1600 foet 11bove ground level. Ori 
the second occurrence, Mr. c~rullo 
landed his UH-lH "Huey!' in tho only 
partially · cle ar area :ivailablc .. The 
onl,- d01Dge done w.:is to the rotor 1'\lades 
by trees in the area which could not be 

· avoided because or the· small LZ,no one 
wa.a injured. 

Mr. Cerullo mentioned other exciting 
momenta, like west or LZ Center when 
his helicopter received .32 hits in o.. 
LZ on a combat assault. Twelve of the 
round.a 'went through the cockpit. With 
severed tail. rotor control c~ibles, two 
crewmen·o.nd.two passengers wounded,Mr. 
Cerullo took ctt a.nd returned the crip -
pled o.ircrart to the nearest hospital. 
He landed in s nearby rice paddy with­
out· fln!'thor do.rru1ge. The engine ho.d 
taken 4 round, o.nd there were _ powdor 
burne on the bottom ot the aircro.tt, 
from eaemy weapons 1 where they were dug 
in on the LZ. 

Mr. Cerullo ho.o been a.w-urded 
the piati~ished Flying Croos,Air 
Med41 with numerouo cluotero, and 
the Purple Heart, with several 
other .. Yn.lor aw.rds pending. 

He. pllma to continue his train­
ing a.t Hunter Army Air Base, Ga., 
upon hie return to"the world" o.nd 
hopes to e~rn the rating ot in­
atrwnent instructor,continuing the 
realization of his child.hood dream 

·to be a professional aviator. 
(176th AHC-IO) 

178th .Ch9nge of Co'nirlxlnd 
(CHU l.AI-17Bth ASHC~IO) . 
Ceremonies at Chu 1Ai,Viet1Wm nm.rked' 

the depn.rtura ot Major Morrie M.Jeaeup;, 
Okanogan, Wash.,.aa Co~ding Officer 
of the 178th "sea.ult Support .K'elieopt,•r: 
Company. · 

"Pride," said. MrJ.jor Jessup, 1111 the 
hinge on which a unit nmat stand or 
.fo.11, ~d I'm pro~. to sat I served' 
with the l78th ASHC. 

Major Jeaaup assumed duties aa com­
lllb.nd:lng .of.ricer on June 28, 1968, Per­
haps his tour of duty uan beet be . des­
cribed. by the motto inscribed ~bove his 
office door--11The only difference be­
tween superior and outstanding · is met­
iculous attention · to detail." ·This 
~"'°· not onl.T. a motto, but the ground 
rule by which the former CO c~ed. 

He will now race new challenge• · aa 
assistant operations otticer tor the 
16th Combat hviation Group. 

The 16th CAG Conmander, Colonel Wil­
li9.m c. Tyrrell attended tbe· ceremoD1' 
imd praised the "Boxcars" ~mviable rec-
ord. . 

He a-::i.id, "Continue· to give the· 
AmericaJ. Division the· fine support 
you've provided them ;ln the past." 

The command was then turned over- to 
Ma,1or Rodney· A. Pimental., from~ 
Mass. 

Major Pimental i1 not a. new-comer 
to the "Boxcars", he commanded the 
400th Transportation Detachment which 
provides maintenance and a vionia sup­
port for the 178th. The Major arri~ed:in 
Vietnam on May 9, 1968, and serYed with 
the l32nd Assault Support Helicopter 
Company as service platoon cOJllll&nder, 
and oompa.ey maintenance <'tticer. · ··· · 

·-·-----
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PAPER . STOt\JE OFFERS .. SOLUTION 
(CHU LAI l 78th A5HC-IO) 

I~land is the keeper ot the 11Blnr­
Jl81 ·aton,;!'Egypt displays the "Pyram­
ids,"' and today the 178th Assault Stp­

. port Jlelicopbr Company proudly po SSE!SS!S 

tbe · ,"Paper Stone." 
The "Paper Stone, 11was 11bom in bat­

tle 11 to solve a small. but distressing 
problem. Returning from tho day's mis­
sions,crew chiefs and fiight enginecIS 
were un:ierstandibly a.nxious for a hot 

. meal and showr. Occasionally,night 
records and after night paper work 
.would renect their great haste. . 

. To copo with this problem,tbe•ser­
vice platoon or the 178t.h ASHC seardl­
ed for a remedy which would not only 
increase ottioiency,but build mralc 
within the platoon itself. . A . three 
hundred and fifty pound rock .woullpro­
vide the solution. 

At 1000 hours daily, the fiight ?'e6 

cords are individually screen"d for 
neatness and accuracy.Ir mistakes are 
discovered, the person{s) in errorare 

. invited to participate in the "cerem­
ony. "Arter all records nro •carefully 
checked, the ceremony begins. 

Service platoon leader First Lieut­
enant Terry Frazier explains, "The 
crew member reports to the Paper Rock, 
rerxlers a hand salute ,and requests Jlll'­
mission to tum the rock 45 degrees." 
· With o. little stress a11d etrnin,tJiu 

mvement is completed; much to the de­
light of the cheering spectators, A 
band· 8D.lute is again given ar¥;i t h e 
crew member is disndsscd. 

Although the ccremny may not be of 

... 

great significance in itself, Wiat is 
significant ls the increased etticien­
cy and neatness renected ii'1 the !light 
records and reports. In the pa.st two 
weeks, increased efficiency reaultirig 
from this program has mde the "Paper . 
Rock" a welcome nsset for the Service­
Platoon. 

It's the culmination of small ideas 
::iuch ns this that gives emphasis to the 
11oan do" spirit of the 178th Assault 
Support Helicopt~r..?_Cqgipany. 

American military personml through­
out the world will dine on traditional 
roast turkey-with-tri.Dminga on Cbrist­
Jllll.s • 

Tho holiday raenu will incluie as­
sorted nuts 1 candy and fruit 1 8l'lr.l.mp 
cocktail with crackers, roast turke7v 
gravy, cornbread dressing, ·cranberry 
sauce, masb::d potatoes and glasedaeet 
potatoes,. buttered mixed vegetables or 
peas, assorted crisp relishes,hot roll 
with butter, fruitcake,· mincemeat pie, 
pumpkin pie w.l. th whipped topping, iced 
tea with lemon and milk. 

Every effort will be ma.de to serve 
this r.ienu to men assigned to isolated 
units in Vietnam. Norm.Uy this :ta done 

by helicopter airlift. In those 
tew instances where units are on 
patrol during the holiday meal pel'­
iod, this same dimer will be pro­
vided upon their return to b a a e 
c:irap, usually within 24-48 hours. 

The Defense Supply Agency esti­
f.11.tes the approximate pounds 0 r 
n'ljor components to be issued for 
the holiday dinner at: t u r k e y; 
.'.3,.'.360,000; shrimp, 504,000;potatoes 
945,000; cranberry sauce, 460,7191. 
fruitcake, 420,000; mincemeat,.'.315, 
000; pumpkin, .'.304, 584; and ca n d y, 
252,000. 

According to the Directorate of 
Food Service, Office of the Assis­
t:int Secretary of Defense, the sans 
basic menu will be served all over 
world with minor changes as local 
areas dictate. (AFPS) 

' 
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