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·176th AHC. RE.S.CtJE r~EAR TIE~J PHOUC 
RATES 21 l'MPACT AV'/ARDS-11sA1~c·10 
Two Silver Sta.rs, 11 : Distinguished lLT Bristow' s craft pressed for moro 

Flying Crosses, and eight Air Medals altitudo, and then ca.mo a fateful 
with "V'' dovico ·for valor wore pre- lurching scns:1tien-fla.mcs 'started 
sentqd by AmGrical Division Deputy apro.:icling throueh the helicoptor-thq 
Commdnd.or Brigadior General Wallace L. h1d. b.:.cn hit, 
Clement at awtird ceremonies held at Cruw and passengers placed weapons 
the 176th Assault Hclicopt1.:r Comna.n~' fire into tho cm .. 'Dly position while LT 
maintenance ramp, Chu 13.i,R.VN on iI:.;.r: Bristow ,'\ttomptcd to l.:md thu bumirig 
26, 1969, tho l:.irgcst numbur of "im- 1 chopper in the nc!lrcst possible place. 
pact'' awards ever given by tho Amcricnl Co-pilot w.:irr1mt Officer Paul E. Lent, 

· Qivision for a single action. Richmond Springs, H.Y. radioed two 
It wa.s 1755 hours, Mar. 19, 1969-- distress calls, givirig call sign and 

Firs~ Liel,ltcrunt William D. Bristow, ·location. : . 
Alhambra, Calif., aircraft conmander As 14th CAB aircraft nUmbor 516 
ot a 14th Canb.:it Avfa.tion Battalion touchod . ground, n.'\IJlos were lapping 
Huoy 11 slick" had· bl.!cn flying resupply ·the cockpit; tho m~ovac pationt, 
missions in support of America! ground po.ssungors .:ind crew evacuated tqo ship 
units operating· near Tien Phouc;._ r:.Ls its fuel coll expl.odod-tho-' Hue7 

Bristow had hauled some fo6d and "slick" burnud ·like o.n inferno •.. 
11JllJJ1W\ition ard pick~d up a mcdcvac on Approaching . darkness added a: nete 
tho last sortie or the day.. As the of fear to tho · :stranded men. .Bristow 
aircraft cenmandc.r · an.:?rgcd ·from the chucK:ca weapons and amnunition ·that 
remoto landing zone, a waiting cnany would Sl~curo their dofonse--o.n M-16 

/ dirocted ho:i.vy automatic weapons fire rj.flc with 35 shclls,and a • .38 caliber 
at the chopper. . pistol with 20 rounds. 

Private First Class Robert Wilhelm, WOl LC;nt' s call for help was lucld.ly' 
'Tolle1, N.C., the Huey crew chief, and r:ionitored by another .).ircraft and the 
Spocialis~ Four Boyd L. Kcttlc,Durango, mcssi.go w<:.s relayed to tho l?~~h As-
Colo., doorgunnor, responsively .' tmg:in s·iul.t lfolicoptcr ~ompany opor01tions. 
suppressing tho hostil1) firo with 'l'wo J.76th AHC "Musket" gunships and 
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two "funutema.n" sliclas' .:U.roa.dy air-· . 
bomo,' inmedintely new townrd the . 
era.eh ilrea. Meanwhile, Major Rotl.'ild C •. : 

. Metcalf, Hickory, N.C. cornm.."lnding off­
icer of the l76th AHC, depa.rtoo "Min-
11tcman Pad.11 in a recovery aircraft 
with m~intcn3nce and medic3l personnel 
o.bo.."lrd. . 

At 1830 hours there were ~hree 
"l-1inutem:.m" eli;ks :md two "Musket" 
. : ·inshipa orbiting tho downed nircraft. 
·.=.!·:•My ground fire incrMs(:d as the 
:; ~~. :.ipure inched towards tho burning 
11 :I~-~• II . 

'.·1ajor. Motcalt• e first impression was 
Vnt i1r.. :me could h-:ivc surviv.:::d tho 
!'".,nl·.i nt; [J..i.rcrnft, but instructed pill"\t 
.::.:j .J •• '• . .. ·:,- W. 1-f<;l'f.F\n, Wooster, Ohio, to 
1.e lr!. hi:; "Uunk.)t" gunship light fire 
-~~an ov1:r the area to look for surri­

•·1H s. Suvcral passes over the stretch 
of lanli surrounding the eras~ site re-

· vo·:.Lled! nothing, and tho gunship tc:.un 
temporP.rily diverted from the aroa to 
provide cover for -3 ground pr'ltrol. thnt 
b:id hcµn amhushc~d while attempting to 
secure~ the downed ship. 

When tha 176th AHC guns'1ips returned 
t•) the cr:1sh site, they f.!\ilcd to dis­
covor i.my trace of thu downed crew A.nd 

. p·\ssongcrs. Hope w:.ts dw:I ndling whl~n 
''Muskct.11 nircraft conrnr.mdcr, WOl Rich-

·: ard K.' McLean, Miami, Fla., exclaimed 
what he h:id first thought was a muzzle 
flash i of a. woopon, was :ictu:illy a. 
strobe light • 

Co-pUot of burning "516, 11 WOl Le;nt, 
1)~1~ spptted·: tho rescue ships making 
low p1bscs over the crash site, from 
llt;ch t~o stranded group had moved 
about 75 meters 11way· to the cover of­
fered by a. hedgerow. Lent hi.d used LT 

: .J3~isto~' s strobe and crawll.'Cl into tho 
middle of a rice p."lclc{y wh~rc ht"? lny on 

.. 

. . T I J.E. r-:-~ L_··c ()N 
i1ows 3.nd orinions 0:1~reeecd in tho 
!"ALCOH :iru not nc..couu·~rily thoeo of tho 
)op1rtmcmt o·f. tho i.my. . THE fo'i\l,l;ON is 
lri ~uthorizud bi-weekly public1tion,~ 
.leased by the 16th Combi.t A v i a i ion 
A'oup Inronn-'ltion Office, Chu Li.1, · RVt~ 
~ro SF 96374. Tho editor reserves the 
right to ~dit :ill contributions to THE 
!ALCON• · 

~nding Off iccr-
Colonol R::i~z K. Drucncr 

Information Officer-
. let .Licuten~nt F.R.VolkWoin 

-r.ditor-
.. · SpeciA.l.ist Five G(,r.ld S. Hnrris 
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AWAR D SccONT10> 
his back and directed tho blinlc:1ng 
beam of light at tho gunships overhead. 

WOl Bruce W. Sh~ffer, W<1ehington, 
D. C • , c'.\ "Minut cm lll11 slick pilot 1 on 
monitoring the convers1tion about tho 
strobe, inunediatcl7 volunteered to ex­
tract tho crash victims. Major Metcalf 
quickly organized tho three slicks and 
gunship toam and WOl Shaff er begnn a. 
high ovcrhc1.d appr.:i.och to the flicker­
ing strobe. 

As ho dcscondc..>d through the intens­
ifying enemy fire, 176th AHC Cum~'ldor 
Metcalf, flying hia11 elick" liko u gim­
ship, followe:d bohind Sh.:i.ffor l.o .L<Jnd 
cover.. WOl G.'lry L, Willi..1.IJls, Fllo"1-s;1:!.~::, 
Ariz., swoop~d in as 1-bjor M·Jtc!\lf 1 s 
wingrMn. 

As WOl Sh~;ff,~r lc1.ndL>d 1 
11 51611 <:l'Cl'.,T.ttm 

WOl Lent and SP4 Kettle hus-t:1.od 1 .. he 
other fi vo cr!lsh survivors i;.1tc t.he 
rescue cr.:ift. Lent darted for the 
waiting chO!ipor !Dllong :i hail of bul­
lets; 11 Thc .. ro were rounds hittiilg all 
around mo, 11 ho said, 111 thought I was 
a gonncr." 

SP4 Kettle was last on the ship as 
he returned tho enemy fire with his 
M-16 rifle. 

176th AHC JircP-Q.w~r ~pqj(rio.\fh..owm~do .. 
poosible .:i. successful rcscuo,and qual­
ifioo 20 manbors of tho "Minutemen" 
and 11Muskl;ts" for impact .!lwards. 

Roceiving·tho following decorations 
wore: 

Silvor Stnr- WOl Bruco W. Shaffer, 
Wnshington,o·.c.,and WOl John M. Blair, 
Spokt:inu, Wash • 

Distinguished Flying Cross- SP4 Ro­
bert 0.... Allison, St. Helena, Ore. 
SP4 Antonio K. T.1ylor, Now York City, 
Major Rom.Id c. Hctcalf ,Hickory, N.C., 
lLT J:Lmos _D. Horton, Troy, Pa., WOl 
G:.i.ry L. WillinmB, Pho~nix, Ariz., WOl 
Glon E. Goff, Kniglitstown, Ind. 

WOl Jerry w. Hcrm..'ln, Wooster, Ohio, 
WOl ThollVls·G. Heiin,Clyde Park,·Mont., 
WOl Rich.1.rd HcLcnn,. Miaini, Fla,, WOl 
Philip s.· Loo, . Norfolk, Va., and lLT 
WilliMt o. Bristow, Alhambra, Cuit., 

·a member of the 14tn CAB • 
Air Modu with 11\111device for valor­

SP4 Stov~n R. ~undry,Springfi~ld, Mo., 
SP4 Phillip R. Vamum,L::i Crosse, Wis., 
SP5 · L'lwrcinc o J ~ Sil v:1, S'ln Lo.'lndro, 
C~lif ., SP4 Dilly L. Parsons, Trona, 

·CJ.lit., SP4 Jorry L. Mitcholl,Rming, 
P.1., SP4 Richard C. Sc.:i.r, Akron, Ohio, 
SP4 Rich~rcl R. Conovor,Levittown,N.Y., 
and SP4 John c.· Gruidl, Minnqapolis, 
Minn. . 

Aw:i.rds for WOl P'lul E. Lont, P F C 
Robc.irt Wilholm, and SP4 .Boyd L. Kettl~ 
of thu 14th CAB ~re pending. • 

. . . . \ 
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UG SAVES CH-47 
CHU IJ.iI, RVN~ 17ath ASHC-IO 

· Whjjle on n nolT.ID.l resupply mission 
north*'st of Chu L'li recently, "Boxci.r 
L.5S"c~od By Warrant Officer fimald 
l!.. <\livotti, Sunnyvale, Ca.jif., ::ind 
piloted by· WOl Nilo L. H'l.rtc..r1 Miami, 
Fl.4., ;of ·tho 178th Assnult Support 
Hclicoipt.er Com~ny, encountered intense 
hostil'o fire resulting in· a· round rip­
pirig ilnto ·the qircr .. 1rt tr'lnsmission, 
and w:iming lights and droppin~ pres-· 
su~o g:lUgcs sigrnl.cd th\l crd or the.. 
!light. . 

·. Downed aircr."l.ft are not nc..'\·t to th~ 
178th ~SHC,but the incidents that took 
pl1ce iin this situ·~tion W<:re. 

Thq .inuncdi~to report forwnivJ~'Cl·b~ck 
to tho l78th m.'l.intcnanco tc"lm wn.s thi.t 
t~c a:iJrcr.l.ft definitely wotlld h.:wc ·to 
bo rccro"or1..'Cl by '::i CH54 II Skycr.:\n(j I II 

bc~1.1us~· of its weight and flying cond-
ition.: · 

. M~irit. on.".\nco men I Ghicf W:;-.rr.:int or­
. tic or ! Alfr~d J. Rom.'\szcwski 1 Minc•rnl 
Wells,[ l!'ex., ~nd First Licutunn.nt Wil­
li:un n~ Thibonult,Richmorrl, Vn.,real­
izing ~hat the aircr1ft could not be 
r1Jcov0rcd by .I\ CH54_ until t.ho follow­
ing ch!Y, decided to eo to- th(;· dis .... blcd 
ChMoo~. Thl.'Y rcnlizc:d th.\t thu nir­
cr-ift t,,as in a vvry conspicuous locl.t­
tion a~ its chnncus of lasting the 
night ?-n the b~rr~go of mort~rs that 
W.'J.S suro to CClllO W<.:re very slight de­
sp~tc ~he h.'lsty security th ~t w::is es­
t~blisncd around tho 'ircrnft. 
" Aftpr ovnlu:1ting the d:im'l.gu, Mr. 
~llsz~ski off crcd an oxtr~ordin~ry 
~olutit>n. Hoping that no real dr.:.magc 
W'ls done to tho interior of the trmis­
mi~sioh, he fns~ionQd ~. wooden plug 
for th~ gaping bolo :md t.ho' tr~nsmis­
eion wns rofillad with oil. Speci'\l.ist 
Six Jo~ w. Reid, Weiser, Ottaw:t, C...i.n­
ntta., and SP5 Melvin C. Young,M:lricop.:'l, 
Ariz., : volunteor'-'Cl to crow tho ship lls 
C111J R~~szewski ~nd lLT Thibe~ult at-
tempt c4 to fly it out. . 

Tho: engines wore st'.lrtcd nnd .'\ll 
lo•koo·woll except for one blinkihr, 
chip detector w:ln'ling light; Romaszt.-w­
~ki de~idcd to m:Ucc the attempt. 

Tho ~iling tr:insmission c~uscd the 
flight ·to bu nude J.t ·'l low l~vol whil0 
eitl\;rging from the l;ncmy inf ost<.<i :ircl\ 
l.it hout tho benefit of door cunncrs. 
Yi.r. Ro~1szcwski had sel~ctcd to take 
min:1Jtni1' crow,::md both Specialists .. Roid 
and Yo~ng wore occupied at holding tho 
wooden • plug to k•.:cp it from br;:ing 
sh'lkon loose by the vibr'ltion of th,~ 

Cqontinucd on p~gc four) 

MA~~·s. FRIEND? 
CHU lAI, Rvtl 1 l32nd ASHC-IO 

The 132nd AssaUl.t Support Helicopter 
Comp.'Vly, loc:ited in Chu L'li, seems to 
h1vo. bocomc somcwh:lt of n refuge for 
str:iy ca.nines, all of which arc well 

'VtJrSed in tho' .U"t8 of bogging 3nd SOOk• 
ing an ocpn.sioml Jnt on tho holld. Who 
could possibly turn his b:iok on some 
pup with big, sad eyes? W.P. Fowler, 
'Phenii: City, Ala., that•s whol 

Speci :Llist Six Fowler of the ]J2Di 
ASHC, who should, no doubt,·· receive 
some form of aw:ird for his hwi..'l.ne act, 
chn.nccd upon a cute little pup ·while 
returning from the moss hall .• Tho pup, 
s1~cmingly friendly, lookE.>d hungey and 
lonesome. 

Whether he w~s lonasome is not cor­
t.:iin, he w.i.s howi.iver, hungitf. For hia 
good s:un!!.ritM intentions, SP6 Fowler 
was roW'.'l.rdod with a bite on the hand, 
.-ind he then h..'\d to submit to a aoriea 
of shots or bo issued a muzzle • 

SP6 'Fowler ducidc:d to t!lke the 
shots,, and tho pooch was captured and 
is undor the ca.re ot the votorin'l.riana. 

Jt'owlc:r h."l.s lc·'.l.rned a. lesson the hard 
wrLy. To prevent the samo thing from 
h.'lppontng"-t:o otltc'r-would-bc hWllL'\nitar­
inns,ho suggests that nnyono who wants 
to 1.;.1rn a st:1r for his crown for reed­
ing some mongrel that. is new to the:: 
.1.rca,"foed him something besides your­
self•" 

SE N D 
THt. FALCON 
·H 0 M E . 
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C.OMPlJT ER ~NER 
I ' • 

i By Bud Goode, AFPS Wh. tho · naw American Dl}sketball 
I I 

Aasocilation Wtl.s f orl'led last yc!lr they 
intro~uced the 3-point field goal. In 
the JAst few seconds of a tight g1me 
it can .be 0. dr!Ullatic ,grunc-winning score. 

Evqry night of tho so.3son, bnskct­
ball d:.'\lllos l.l.ra won and lost by only 
twp pc)ints. This is one reason the 
exciting three-point · shot W'lS born. 
Assume you are pJlling for the Kentucky 
Colonels. · Your to:im is down by one 
field i go.:il, only seconds rcmi.in on the 
r-lock. · But sh:l.rpshooting Lou DfllJlpicr 
h:ls the ball. He moves outside the 
~ !;rectJi>oint 11rc. Whoosh! Three points 
. '° "-~? ~P on the score bo.1.rd, and Ken-

. I • ....& 
' .• ;: • ·':y I n.1.nB • 

dut-'lnd it i-s .3 big but-wh'lt docs 
.t ,) t~roe-point fiold go~l moan to tho 

:· ... !!It ~.t tho lo.;iguo? Kentucky h .s Louie 
Lampi~r, hitting 127 of 365 threc­
po~nt6rs for ;i .346 avcr:igc; and big 
lk•rol: C.'.lrrior, also Kentucky, is second 
in th~ longuo, sinking 89 of QJl,·tops 
in lo~g shot nccuracy ~t .385. But 
whit do~s the three-point long shot 
do. for the rest of the le~gue? 

Col'tputer Comer poured the s~.'.\son 
sbtistics into our Dat:i Proce·ssing 
F.ntcr}>rises, Inc. electronic sports 
anal~pr (through g'.llllos of Pcb. 24) 
fmd ctwc up with those rusults: 

.· 
Tc.:i.rn ! ,'.3-pt • FGM 
(E•st 1 Div.) Por Game 

MIAMI 
MINN$0TA 
KElITUCKY 
INDllNA' 
NEW YPRK . ' 

(West: Div.)· 

OAKIAND 
DEWvm 
N&I oRLEANS 
DAl.Ll\S; 
LOS At4GELES 
HOUS1'oN 

.4.3 
3,40 
J.90 
1.20 

.a6 

.45 
1.00 
1.60 
1.10 
1.80 
1.20 

Per Cent 
W/ L 

.554 

.534 

.509 

.492 

.286 

.804 
.• 586 
.508 
.473 
.421 
.327 

Imt,cresting result, here. According 
to Computer Comer 1 s ·ln.1-lysis of th.:> 
three-pointer, tho more lone shots the 
nverngc ABA tGam trys, the more it 
1osE!S. Tha.t is to say, there · is a 
negative co-relation between 3-point 
field go.1.lS ma.do por g.:uno :ind :i. tc:un' s 
won/lost record. .The two top tc:uns , 
MiAm£ in the E:i.st, rind Onkl:ind in the 
W~st, .lvorago less than one-half a 3-
?'"'int. field go:\l per g.'1rnc--but n.rc 
w1M¥ls· 

BEST FOOD lf\J .TQVV.N 
CHU IAI, RVN, 16th CAG-IO 

Th(J HcndqUJ.rt.ers ,'\J'ld Hea.dqulrters 
Company, 16th Combat Avi:ltion Group 
mess hall officially oponod·its.doors 
~t 1700 hours,March 23rd, when Colonel ~ 
Hanz K. Dru·::ncr, 16th CAG conm'llldC~J 
nnd Sergeant First Cl3ss Henry J. Wil­
liams, moss staward,jointly cut a rib­
bon :ldmitting soldiers to eat .. the tir~t 
meal to be served. 

SFC Willi.1.ms, Wichita F~l1s, Tex., 
oncountcrod numerous problems in get­
ting tho mess hll.11 opcr:3.tion und«:>rway, 
but the rusults were worth the ottort 
and tho wi.iting • 

Built from =in empty shell ot n run-
. down ·building, the new moss h:il+ bonsts 
a complt.<te, mod urn set of "Garric.··n-. · · 
type" cooking equipnent. It alsc:, :.s 
:\ccomodatod with hot and cold running 
water, insta~lod sinks, anl oven an 
electric me~t slicer. 

According to Mess Stew:ird Willimne, 
the brilli.'.\nt , oyo-appouing, a.rd well 
lit e.'lting nre.:i. WflB the outcome ot 
many contributors. The Army, Nav,y, 
n.nd Mi.rincs nll devoted timo into tho 
mess h~ll construction, ~nd ~FC Wil-

. liruns added 16th Che;; carpent·a-s Special­
ist Five Brantley Ha?Tis,Atlanta, Ga., 
SP5 M.1rvin Israolson,Pine River, Minn., 
am4 SP4 Riclnrd Swain, Alpine, Ala., 
were indespensiblo in finishing the 
construction. · . 

Of course, well finished moss hBl.ls 
and fancy cooking aquipnent aro groat, 
but the food is of prime concern. Tho 
16th CAG cooks, SP5 loon Ashmore , 
Lexington, s.c., SP5 Willirull Brsdy , 
Fitchburg, Mass., SP5 Jl.l.mes 'Butcher, 
Chicago,Ill.,SP4 Pedro Lopez~onzalez, 
/\qua Dilln, P.R. , SP4 Rich:u-d Odom , 
~th, s.c., and SP4 Harry Wampler, 
Durockor, Ill., arc putting .out what 
SRC ~Jillinms ruid otho r members ot 16th 
CAG hc~dquartcrs consider some of the 
bust meals in Viotn:un. · ' 

When asked what the secret of his 
cooking success was, Willi~ replied, 
"I just follow tho cookbook-I tep. my 
cooks tq do tho same-no .. socrotl" 
(PLUG SAVES AIRCRAFT Cont'd from Pg 3) 
massive transmission. 

Specialists Reid ~nd Young both 
suffered burns on thoir h~s from 
holding that .:ill import.:int homemade 
plug in tho tr~nslJliseion of ailing 
1rnoxc.~r 458." 

The 178th Assault Support Helicopt­
er Comptny off c:rs "hats oft" to sn nble 
crew th~t did what h:id to be done.·'. 

* * * * 
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t8TH CAG BACKS ORPHANAGE 
I ', 

CllU LA~~ RVN:, 16th CAG-IO 
The 'abith~ Or}il.3.l'J3.ge.at An Ton will 

highlikbt the 16th Comb~t Aviation 
Group µivic action progr.:un for.1969 
lcco~hg to M.'\jor David Greer, :i.cting 
project·· officer. · 
· 'It>c~tcd on Highw:iy On~, the Tabitha 
P1'9testant Orphan'\ge hns ~5 homeless 
child~ between tho ngcs of 4 ~nd 12-
yca.ra-old, In addition to living qmr­
tors, ;thero arc five cl:isarooms prt>vid­
ed. to holp with teaching the children 
to reaij and write. 

Thd prJilanage, originally supp0rted 
by th~ 14th Combat Aviation 83ttnlion, 
wi).l 1'°~ bo backed by tho entire 16th 
Gl"OUP·/ ·• Through voluntocr payline con­
tl"'J.bu~ipns, about 80,800 pi1stcrs pLr 
month [bP.vc been mado av:l.ilable to the 
childJtcn' s homo, · 

In.~ddition to financi~l support, 
the l~th CAG gives material help with 
~l~s· f oOdstuff s, clothing :1nd other 
items ! ~ontributc..'Ci by !::uni.lies· 11nd 
churc~~ of s<:rviccmen in the St.'ltes, 
·Amq~ successful projects completed 

·lro t~c. c3pping of tho orphnnagc W'lter­
woll ~rid the supplying of :i. h.:md pump 
:m~ w1t:or storo.g\:: arcn. The children' s 
liyi~ arc:is h:1vc boon rescrocncd ::md 

pl!\yground areas improvod in addition 
to bunkers being constructed tor the 
orphnns' protection. · 

Projects to be completed in the near 
future include improvemunts mde by a. 
team of 16th CAG personnel, led b7 
Sergeant 'Firet Cla~s Emor,r Johnson, 
Chamblee, G1. 

Further scr~ening, a.r¥i applic1tiona 
of insecticide is pl.nnnod, to mntrol 
.insects and other posts as part ot the 
Group•s effort to upgrade the sanita.r.r 
st:mdn.rds or the orphan.!\go. , 

Gravel will be obtained and techni­
C3l ~ssistance given to help build 
living qu.~rt~rs where an orphanage 
resident director will live. · 

Acting project officer, Major Greor, 
encourages :tll members or the "Falcon 
Group'' to v;lsit tho Tl.l.bitha OrphaMgo 
nnd see first-hand· accomplishment;a ot 
·the civic action program !l.lld what is 
yet to be done. 

Suggestions on whnt tho 16th CAG 
can do ;to better the orphan11ge are 
wolcomcd and m~y be submitted to the 
Group Orph:in..i.ge Advisor.r Council via. 
Major Grecr,16th CAG Surgeon's Office, 
tolophono 3582. 

* * 
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