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16th COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, CHU IAI, RVN' APRIL 9, 1969

176th AHC RESCUE NEAR TIEN PHOUC

"RATES 21

Two Silver Stars, 11 "Distinguishcd

' Flying Crosscs, and eight Air Medals

with "W devico * for valor were pre-
sented by Amcrical Division Deputy
Commander Brigadior Gencral Wallace L.
Clemcnt at award ccromonics held at
the 176th Assault Helicoptur Company
- maintenancc ramp, -Chu Lai,RVN on Mar.
26, 1969, the largest number of "im-
Ppact" awards cver givenbytho Americal
- Division for a single action.

It was 1755 hours, Mar, 19, 1969--
First lLieutcnant William D. Bristow,
"~ Alhambra, Calif,, aircraft commander
of a 14th Combat Aviation Battalion
Hucy "slick" had: been flying resupply
missions in support. of Amecrical ground
units opcrating near Tien Phoug.

Bristow had hauled some food and

ammunition and picked up a medevac on -

the last sortic of the day. As the

aircraft cemmander ocmoerged from the

remote landing zone, a waiting cnemy

/dirocted hcavy automatic weapons fire

at the chopper. .
Private First Class Robert Wilhelm,

‘Tolley, N.C., the Huey crew chicf, and -

Specialist Four Boyd L. Kcttle,Durango,
Colo., doorgunncr, rcsponsively bogan
suppressing the hostile fire with
their M-60 machincguns.

IMPACT AWAR DS =176 AHC-10

1LT Bristow's craft pressed for more
altitudo, and then came a fateful
lurching - scnsation-—-flames ‘started
spreading through the helicoptor——-they
had boen hit,

Crew and passengers placed weapons
fire into the encmy position while LT
Bristow attempted to land the burning
chopper in the necarest possible place.
Co-pilot Warrent Officcr Paul E. Lent,
Richmond Springs, N.Y. radiocd - two
distress calls, giving call sign and
location. . : .

As 14th CAB aircraft number 516

touched ground, flames were lapping .

‘the cockpit; the médevac pationt,
passcngers and crew cvacuated the ship
as its fucl cell exploded=~the-” Huey
"slick" burncd like an inferno,.

Approaching .darkness added a nete
of fear to the :strandcd men. .Bristow
checked weapons and ammunition “that
would sccure their defonse--an M=16
riflé with 35 shells,and a ,38 caliber
pistol with 20 rounds,

WOl Lent!s call for help was luckily

ronitored by another aircraft and the

message was relayed to the 176th As-
swult Hclicopter Company operations,

" Two 176th AHC "Muskct" gunships and

(Continued 'next page)




PAGE 2

THE FALCOW

AFRIL 9, 1969

(conTp) | l\/\
two "Minuteman" slicks, already air-

borno, - immediately flew toward the |
crash area. Mecanwhile, Major Ronald C..:

. Metcalf, Hickory, N.C. commanding off-
icer of the 176th AHC, departcd “"Min-
uteman Pad® in a rccovery aircraft
with mdintenance and medical pcrsonnel
aboard,

At 1830 hours there were three
"Minuteman" selicks and two "Muskct"
..;-mships orbiting thc downed aircraft.

-r-uw grourd fire increascd as the

‘:pcirs inched towa.rda the burning
l!l ' 1

'lajozy Metcalf'e first impression was
that a2 one could have survived the
rewing aireraft, but instructed pilat
w3l Juver W, Hernan, Wooster, Ohio, to
lead hic "Musket" gunship light fire
“aum over the arca to look for survi-
wr3, Scveral passes over the stretch
of land surrounding thc crash site re-
‘voaled nothing, and the gunship team
temporarily diverted from the arca to
provide cover for a ground patrol that
had been ambushed while attempting to
socure the downed ship.

When the 176th AHC gunships returned
to the erash site, they failed to dis-
cover any trace of tho downed crew and

_pnssengers, Hope was dwindling when
"Musket! aircraft commander, WOl Rich~
‘ard K. McLean, Miami, Fla., exclaimed
what he had first thought was a muzzle
flash of a wecapon, was actually a
strobe light.

Co-pilot of burning "516," WOl Lcnt,
had spotted: the ' rescue ships making
law pisscs over the crash site, from
which the stranded group had moved
about 75 meters away: to the cover of-
fered by a hedgerow. Lent had used LT

, Bristow's strobc and crawled into the
middle of a rice paddy where he lay on

- . ‘

THE FALCON
Tiows and opinions c¢xpressed- in the
®PALCON arc not nccess:rily thoso of tho
Jopartment of the Army, THE FALUON is
m authorized bi-weckly publication,re~
leascd by the 16th Combat A v 4 a tion
droup Information Office, Chu Lai, RVN
APO SF 96374. The cditor reserves the

right to- edit all contributione to THE
JALCON. - _

Sommanding Officer-
Coloncl Hanz K,
Information Officer-

st Licutoenant F.R Volkwoin

Drucner

mtor-

PACT

AWAR D Sconn

his back and directed the blinking
beam of light attho gunships overhead.

WOl Bruce W. Shaffer, Washington,
D.C., a "Minutcman" slick pilot, on
monitoring the conversation about the
strobe, immediatcly voluntcered to ex-
tract the crash victims. Major Mctcalf
quickly organized the thrce slicks and
gunship team and WOl Shaffer began a
high overhead appraoch to the flicker-
ing strobe.

As ho desconded through the 1ntens-
ifying enomy fire, 176th AHC Commonder
Metcalf, flying hie'slick” liko a Zun=-

ship, followcd behind Shaffor to Jand

cover,. WOl Gary L. Williams, Fhosaix,
Ariz., swoopcd in “as Major Mateaif's
wingman,

As WOl Sh-ffcr landed, "516" croemen
WOl Lent and SP4 Kettle hustled Lhe
other five crash survivors iatc the
rescue craft. Lent darted for tne
waiting chovper among a hail of bul-
lets; "There were -rounds hitting all
around mo," he said, "I thought I was
a gonncer,"

" SPL Kettle was last on the ship as
he roturned the cnemy fire with his
M-16 rifle.

176th AHC fircpowcr and_knowhow made ..

possible a succossful rescuc,and qual-
ified 20 members of the "Minutemen"
and "Muskcts" for impact awards,

Roceiving ‘the following decorations
weres

Silver Star- WOl Bruco W, Shaffer,
Washington,D.C, ,and WOl John M. Blair,
Spokane, Wash,

Distinguished Flying Cross- SP4 Ro-
b(,rt 0. Allison, St. HCIOI’IB, 0!‘8.
SPl Antonio K. Taylor, New York City,
Major Ronald C, Metcalf,Hickory, N.C.,
1LT James D. Horton, Troy, Pa., WOl
Gary L, Williams, [Phocenix, Ariz,, WOl

~ Glen E, Goff, Knightstown, Ind,

WOl Jerry W. Herman, Wooster, Ohio,
WOl Thomas G. Melin,Clyde Park, Mont.,
WOl Richard McLcan, Miami, Fla., WOl
Philip S. Loe, ' Norfolk, Va., and 1lLT
William D, Bristow, Alhambra, Calif.,

" ~a member of the 1lith' CAB.

* Alr Medal with"Wdevice for valor-
SP4 Stcven R, Cundry,Springfield, Mo,,
SP4 Phillip R. Varnum,la Crosse, Wis.,
SP5 * Lawrence J. Silva, San Loandro,
Calif,, SP4 Dilly L, Parsons, Trona,

Calif., SP4 Jerry L. Mitchell,Reading,

Pa., SP4 Richard C. Scar, Akron, Ohio,
SPk Richard R. Conovcr,Levittown,N.Y.,
and SP4 John C.’ Gruidl, Minneapolis,

~ Awards- for WOl Paul E. Lent, PF C
Robert Wilholm, and SP4 Boyd L, Kottl

Specialist Five Gerald S. Harris

of the 14th CAB are pending.
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PLUG SAVES CH-47

CHU LAI, RVN, 178th ASHC-IO
“While on a normal resupply mission
northwest of Chu Iai recently, "Boxcar
L58"commanded By Warrant Officer Ronald
L. Qlivotti, Sunnyvale, Caiif,, and
piloted by WOl Nile L. Harter, Miami,
Flu., of the 178th Assault Support
Helicopter Company,encountercd intensc
hostilo fire resulting in a' round rip-
ping into ‘the aircraft transmission,
and warning lights and dropping pros-
sure giuges signaled the omd of the
flight. ’ T
‘Downed aireraft are not now to the
178th ASHC,but the incidents that took
placa in this situ-tion wcre,
The immediate report forwarded back
to the 178th miintcenance team was that
the aireraft - definitely wotld have to
be rccovered by a cusy "Skyerang,"
begause of its weight and flying cond-
ition, '
~ ‘Maintenance men, Chief Weorrant Of-
ficor Alfred J, Romaszowski, Mincral
Wells, Tex., znd First Lieutenant Wil
liam R, Thibcault ,Richmond, Va.,real-
izing that the airerift could not be
rocovered by a CH54  until tho follow-
ing day, dceided to go to tho disnbled
Chinook, Thoy realized that the air-
craft was in a very conspicuous locat-
tion and its chancus of lasting thc
night in the barrage of mortars thaot
was sure to come wcre very slight de-
spitc the hasty seccurity th it was cs-
tablished around the ~ireraft.
= After cvaluating the damige, Mr,

Romaszewski offered an “extriordinary

solution. Hoping that no real . demage
w18 done to the interior of the trans-
mission, he fashioncd a wooden plug
for the giping hole and the' transmis—
sion was refilled with oil. Specialist
Six John W. Reid, Weiser, Ottawa, Can-
ada, and SP5 Mclvin C, Young,M ricopa,
&riz., volunteercd to erew the ship as

- CW3 Ramaszewski and 1LT Thibeault at-
tempted to fly it out,

The cngines were started and all
loeked well cexcept for onc blinking
chip detector wirning light ; Romaszcw~
tki decided to makce the attempt. '

The ailing transmission caused the
flight to be made at 2 low levol while
emerging from the cnemy infested area
vithout the benefit of door gunners,
¥r. Romaszewski had selected to take
minimun crew,and both Specialists Reid
and Young were occupied at holding the
woodon plug to kcep it from being
shakon loosc by the vibration of the

' (continued on pagc four)

MANS FREND T

CHU LAI, RVN, 132nd ASHC-IO
The 132nd Assault Support Helicopter

- Company, located in Chu Lai, scems to .

have become somewhat of a refuge for

stray canines, all of which are well -
"versed in the' arts of bogging and seck=-
" ing an occasional pat on the head, Who

could possibly turn his back on some
pup with big, sad cyes? W.P, Fowler,

‘Phenix City, Ala., that's who!l

Specialist Six Fowler of the 132nd
ASHC, who should, no doubt, receive
some form of award for his humane act,
chanced upon o cute little pup ° while
rcturning from the mess hall. The pup,
scemingly friendly, looked hungry and
lonesome s .

Whether he was lonosome is not cer-
tain, he was howover, hungry. For his
good samaritan intentions, SP6 Fowler
was rewarded with a bite on the hand,
and he then had to submit to a sories
of shots or bc issued a muzzle,

SP6 Fowler decided to take the
shots, and the pooch was captured and
is undor thc care of the veterinarians.

Fowlcr has learned a lesson the hard
WY .
hn%péﬁing“ﬁd“6€ﬁar“wou1d-bc"humnnitar-
ians,hc suggests that anyone who wants
to carn a star for his crown for fecd-
ing some mongrel that is new to the
area,"feed him somcthing besides your-
Self."

r

{ M0 S8 1 Bane ek W
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To prevent the same thing from .




'\;“--

THE FALCON

APRIL ;,'19697

C OMPUTER? Snen

| By Bud Goode, AFPS*:

When the now American Basketball
Asgociation was formed last year they
introduced the 3-point field goal. 1In
the last few scconds of a tight gaime
it can beadramatic,game~winning score,

Every night of the season, basket-
ball games arc won and lost by only
two points. This is one reason the
excilting three-point " shot was born.
Assume you are pulling for the Kentucky
Colonels, - Your team is down by one
ficld goal, only scconds rcmiin on the
rlock. But sharpshooting Lou Dampicr
has the ball., He moves outslide the
“liree~point arc. Whoosh! Three points
s20 up on the score board, and Ken-

TN 'y wins,
dut——and it is a2 big but—-vhat does
#.o throe-point fiecld goal mean to the
»upt of tho leaguc? Kontucky hus Louic
Lampier, hitting 127 of 365 threc-
pointers for a ,348 average; and big
Darcl Carrier, also Kentucky,is second
in the loague, sinking 39 of 231, tops
in long shot accuracy at .385. But
what doecs the threc-point long shot
do for the rest of the league?

Lomputer Cornor poured the scason
statistics into our Data Processing
Enterprises, Inc. clectronic gports
analyzer (through games of Feb, 24)
and came up with those results:

| Téam;

3-Pt, FGM Per Cént
(Exst Div,) Por Game W/ L
MIAMI 43 554
MINNESOTA 3.40 o534
KENTUCKY 3.90 509
INDIANA® 1,20 492
NEW YORK .86 .286
(West Div.)
OAKLAND - .45 .80
DENVER 1.00 586
NEW ORLEANS 1.60 508
DALLAS 1.10 473
LOS ANGELES 1,80 421
HOUSTON 1.20 .327
Intcresting fcsult, herc. According

to Computer Commer'!s analysis of tho
three-pointer, the more long shots the
average ABA team trys, the more it
loses. That is to say, there is a
nogative co-relation betwcen 3-point
field goals made per game and a team's
won/lost record. The two top teams ,
Miami in the East, and Oakland in the
West, averago less than one-half a 3-

print ficld goal per gumnc~~but arc

BEST FOOD IN TOWN

CHU LAI, RVN, 16th CAG-IO
The Headquarters and Headquarters

'“Company, 16th Combat Aviation Group

mess hall officially oponed its doors

at 1700 hours,March 23rd, when Colonel

Hanz K. Drucner, 16th CAG comminder;
and Sergeant First Class Henry J. Wil-

liams, moss steward, jointly cut a rib-

bon admitting soldiers toeat.the first

~meal to be served.

SFC Williams, Wichita Falls, Tex.,
encountered numerous problcms in get-
ting tho mess hall opcration underway,
but the rcsults were worth the effort
and theo waiting.

Built from an empty sholl of a run-

.idown -building,the new moss hmll»boasts .
of "Garric-ine. ’

a complete, modern set

type" cooking equipment., It alsc i3

accomodated with hot and cold running

water, instailed seinks, and oven an
clectric meat slicer,

According to Mess Steward Williama,
the brilliant, eye-appealing, and well
1it eating
many contributors. The Amy, Navy,
and Marines all devoted time into the
mess hall construetion, and SFC Wil-

"liams added 16th GiG carpetiters Special-

ist Five Brantley Harris,Atlanta, Ga,,
SP5 Marvin Israelson,Pine River, Mimn.,
and SP4 Richard Swain, Alpine, Ala,,

" were indespensible in finishing the

construction.

0Of course, well finished mess halls
and fancy cooking cquipment are great,
but the food is of prime concern, Tho
16th CAG cooks, SP5 Leon Ashmore ,
Loxington, S.C., SP5 William Brady ,
Fitchburg, Mass., SP5 James Butcher,
Chicago,I11.,5P4 Pedro Lopez~Gonzalez,

hqua Dilla, P.R., SP4 Rich:rd Odom ,

Bath, S.C., and SP4 Harry Wampler,
Durockor, I1l., are putting out what
SRC Williams and other members of 16th
CaG hewdquartcrs consider some of the
best meals in Vietnam,.

When asked what  the socret of hia:

cooking succcss was, Williams replied,
"I just follow tho cookbook--I tell my

_cooks to do the same~no-secret!"

(PLUG SAVES AIRCRAFT Cont'd from Pg 3)
massive transmission.
Specialists Reid and Young both

- suffered burns on their hands from
‘holding that all dimportant homemade

plug in tho tranemission: of ailing
WBoxecar 458."

The 178th Assault Support Helicopt-
er Company offcrs "hats off"™ to anable

crew that did what had to be done.-!

area was the outcome of

ey
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6TH CAG BACKS ORPHANAGE

CHU IAX, RVN, 16th CAG-IO playground areas improved in addition
The Tabitha Orphanage at An Ton will to bunkers being constructed for the
highlight the 16th Combat Aviation orphans! protcction.
Group civic action program for 1969 Projects to be completed in the near
according to Major David Grecr, acting future include improvements made by a
project officer. . team of 16th CAG personnel, led by
- "Located on Highway One, the Tabitha Sergeant “First Class Emory Johnson,
Protestant Orphanige has 85 homcless Chamblee, Ga.
children betwecn the ages of 4 and 12~ Further screening, and applications
years-old, In addition to living quar- of insccticide is planned, to control
ters, thercare five classrooms provid- insccts and othcr pests as part of the
ed. to holp with teaching the children Group's cffort to upgrade the sanitary
to read and write, o standards of the orphanage, .

The orphanage, originally supported Gravel will be obtained and techni-
by the 14th Combat Aviation Battalion, cal assistance given to help build
will now bo backced by the cntire 16th living quartcrs . where an orphanage
Group., Through volunteer payline con- resident dircctor will live. -
tributions, about 80,800 piisters per Acting project officer, Major Grecr,

“month have been made available to the encourages 1l membors of the "Falcon
children's home, ‘ Group" to visit the Tabitha Orphanage

'In addition to financial support, and sce first-hand ' accomplishments of
the 16th CAG gives material help with -the civic action program and what is
surplus foodstuffs, clothing and other yet to be done.
items contributed by families and Suggestions on what the 16th CAG
churches of scrvicemen in the States, can do to better the orphanage are

-Among successful projects completed welcomed and may be submitted to "the
are the capping of the orphanage water— Group Orphanage Advisory Council via
well and the supplying of a hand pump Major Greer,l6th CAG Surgeon's Office,
and water storage arca, The children's tolephono 3582,
liying areas have been rescreencd and * #*

rd
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- The "Twister" is the U.S. Army's new eight-wheel-drive vehicle that can

.move ot high speed over rough ground where even jeeps and tanks can't go. S
The ﬁ.ve-ton vehicle has two main body soctions joined by a pivotal yoke that .
allows each unit freedom of movement while all eight wheals remain on the ground.
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