
·I 

fl( 
. . . 

(. ) 

: ... 

fl!! ... ., 
\·***··· .a 

... 

... 
- · ... ~: 

. 'I 

~~. . 
. 

.. 
. . 

·-·· . 0 
. 

: .. + 
. ;'.'' \. .) * 

. · 

. .. 

'-...___ __ ,,. .. / 

VOL II Ne 7 16th COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, CHU IAI, RVN APRIL 91 196, 

·176th AHC. Rt.S.Ct'JE NEAR TIE~J 
RATES. 21· l'MPACT AVJARDS 

PHO UC 
- 176 At-tC-10 

Two Silver Stars, 11 ··Distinguished lLT Bristow' a era~ pressed for more 
Flying Crosses, and eight Air M~dals altitudo, and then caino a fateful 
with "V'' dcvico ·for valor wore pre- lurching . scns.'ltion-flames 'started 
sentcd by Amf:rical Division Deputy oproading throueh the helicopter-they 
Co1'111Jlc'.l.ndor Brigadier General Wallace L. h.1d b.:..en hit, 
Clement at award ccranonios held at Crew and passengers placed weapons 
the 176th Assault Hclicopt...:r Company fire into tho cnc..my position while LT 
maintenance ramp, . Chu 13.i,R'vN on M;:-.r. Bristow .1.ttcmptE.'Cl to land the burning 
26, 1969, the l~rgcst number of "im- chopper in tho nc-'lrest possible plc'lce • 

. pact" awards ever given by tho Amoricnl Co-pilot w.:irr1mt Officer Paul E. Lent, 
· Qi vision for a single action. Richmond Springs, tl .Y. · radioed two 

It was 1755 hours, Mar. 19, J,969-- distross calls, givirig call sign and 
First Lieut<".runt William D. Bristow, location. ; . 
Alhambra, Calif., aircrc'lft coimlander As 14th CAB aircraft nUmbcr 516 
of n 14th Canb.1t; Avi::i.tion Battalion touchud ·ground, n.'.\lllcs wore lapping 
Huey "slick" had·· b~cn flying resupply ·the cockpit; the m:xtcvac pationt, 
missions in support, of Amcr:ical ground J>llSBcngors <.md crew evacuated tqc stiip 
units opcratintr near Tien Phou~. · as its fuel cell exploded-tho·· Huey 

Bristow h:id hauled some food and "slick" burnod like o.n inferno •.. 
ammunition and picke.d up a mcdcvac on Approaching · . darkness acided a: nete 
tho last sortie of the day.. As the of fear to the :stranded men. .Dr:J,stow 
aircraft ctirmnandc;r anc?rged ·from the chu.cK:cd weapons and anmunition· ~that 
remote landing zone, a waiting onany would secure th\)ir dofonse--a.n M-16 

/ dj_rocted heavy automatic weapons firo rifle with .35 shclls,and a .38 caliber 
~t the chopper. · . pistol with 20 rounds. 

Private First Class Robert Wilhelm, WOl Lc::nt rs call for help was lucld.ly 
'Tolley, N.C., the Huey crew chief, and r.ionitored by another uircraft and the 
Specialist Four Boyd L. Kcttlc,Durango, messi.go wn.s relayc~ to the 17~~h As-
Colo., doorgunnor, responsively began s··Lul.t Helicopter liompany opor¥tions. 
suppressing tho hostil1) firo with 'l'wo J.76th AHC 11Muskct11 gunships and 

_t_h_c_ir_M_-_60_m_a_c_h_in_cg __ ,u_n_s_. _________ ·-·· .. -- (Cont!?U~d.~~~-~~-~l _ _:_ _____ _ 
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two ~HinutcnBn" slicks, .:ilroady air-· 
bonio, · inmediately flow townrd the . 
crash area. Meanwhile, Major Ron1.ld C •. : 

.. Metcalf, Hickory, N.C. commanding off­
icer ot the 176th AHC, departoo "Min-
11tcllllll\ Pad" in a recovery aircraft 
with m~inten3nce 1nd medic~l personnel 
nbo..'\rd.. 

At 1830 hours there wore three 
"'-tinutem:in" sli(:ks -'.\nd two 11Mu·skct11 

.-:·inships ~rbiting tho downed nircraft. 
~; .10:.•My ground fire incro-:'\s(;d as tha 
:; ir .. ;"Jp~re inched towards tho burning 
''!•~.6.•I . . 

!.·tajor' Hotcalt• e first impression was 
th'lt Jt6 one could h'\vc survived the 
r .. nrjng a.i.rcrnft, but instructed pilf"\t 
.::.:J J •• :•. ••;r W. lfc;nnn, Wooster, Ohio, to 
1.e :tr!. hi;:: "Uu~k.~t" gunship light fire 
·· ~-~un OViJr the arc.i. to look for sUrYi­
;·l)r s. Sev~ral passes over the stretch 
of l3nd surrounding the eras~ site ro-

. vo:llcd nothing, and tho gunship te::un 
temporarily diverted from the: area to 
p:rovide cover for a ground pat.rol that 
h:id boon · ambushed while at tempting to 
secure the downed ship. 

Whon the 176th AHC gunstiips ret\irned 
t-) the crash site, they f.i\ilcd to dis­
cover any traco of tho downed crew and 

.. p·\seongcrs. Hope w:.ls dw:I ndling whl~n 
"Musket•• aircraft conm1..1.ndcr, WOl Rich-

·: ard K. McLean, Mi!lllli, Fla., cxcla~cd 
what he had first thought. was a muzzle 
flash of a weapon, was -:Lctually a. 
strobe light • 

Co-pilot of burning "516," WOl Lc:nt, 
~-14 sp<>tted·: the · rcscuu ships making 
1'lw p1escs over the crash site, from 
"1ich tho · stranded group had moved 
abOu.t 75 meters away· to tho cover of­
t~ted b;y a hedgerow. Lent hi.d used LT 

, .B~istow• s strobe and crawlL."Cl into the 
· mS;ddlo of a rice pacldy where ho lay on 

.. 

i • T IJ.E. r~ A L.··ccJN . 
iiowe !l.~ orinions c.x1 ... resecd. in tho 
l"ALCON :iru not n1,;.coatr~rily thoeo ofthCJ 
)op'.U't~ont of. the i.rr..y. THE f'AWON is 
l.li authbrizcd bi-weekly public1tion,re­
l.eascd by the 16th Comh'\t A v j, a. t ion 
:h-oup !nfonn-1.tion Office, Chu L1.i1 RVN, 
Aro SF 96'J74. The editor roscrvcs the 
right t() 00.it all contributions to THE 
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~nding Officer-
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A W A R D S<coNT1Dl 
his back and directed tho blinking 
beam of light at tho gunships overhead. 

WOl Bruce W. Sh~fter, li1.ehington, 
D.C., n "Minutcm'ln" slick pilot, on 
monitoring tho convers~tion about tho 
strobe, immediately volunteered to ex­
tmct tho crash victims. Major Metcalf 
quickly organized the three slicks and 
gunship toum and WOl Shaffer begnn a 
high ovcrhc.:1d o.ppraoch to the flicker­
ing strobe. 

As ho dcscondod through the intens­
ifying enemy fire, 176th AHC Cumm:!.nc!er 
MotooJ.t, fl.ying hie" sliak" liko u g1m­
ship, followe:d behind Sh-::i.ttor l.o J.and 
cover.. WOl Ga.ry L. Willi.'lllls,, Ph.~a~1t"lc, 
Ariz. , swooped in · as lhjor M:Jtcn'.LJ'' a 
wingrmn. 

As WOl Sh .. ;ff(~r landed, 11 51611 c.~ro-.. wm 
WOl lent and SP4 Kettle hust;,~.1:-id l.ho 
other fi vo crash survivors ii1tc t.he 
rescue cr.:ift. Lent d3.rtod .for the 
Wlliting chO!ipur !lmOng Q hail Of bul­
lets; 11 Th1.;ro were rounds hittiilg all 
around mo, 11 ho said, "I thought I was 
a gonncr. 11 

SP4 Kettle was last on the ship as 
ha roturnod tho enemy fire with his 
M-16 rifle. 

176th AHC _.firQP.Q.~r ,_pq.Ju19l.fhow m)do .. 
noosible a succossful roscuu,and qual­
ified 20 manbors of tho '~Minutemen" 
and 11Muskt:ts" for impact JJ.wards. 

Roceiving·tho following decorations 
wore: 

Silvor Stnr- WOl Bruco w. Shaffer, 
W.Q.shington,D'.c. ,and WOl John M. Blair, 
Spokanu, Wash. 

Distinguished Flying Cross- SP4 Ro­
bert 0 •... Allison,, St.. Helens, Ore. 
SP4 Antonio K. T.1ylor, Now York Gity, 
Major Ron"lld c. Hctcalf ,Hickory, N.C., 
11T J:unus .D. Horton, Troy, Pa., WOl 
G~ry L. Williams, Pho&nix, Ariz., WOl 
Glon E. Goff, Kniglitstown, Im. 

WOl Jorey w. H_ennnn, ·wooster, Ohio, 
·wo1 ThomAs G. Helin,, Clyde Park,· Mont., 
WOl Ricll.1.rd McLcnn,. Miaini, F~., WOl 
Philip S; Loo, : Norfolk, Va., and lLT 
WilliMt D. Bristow, Alhambra, Cuit ., 

·a member of the 14th" CAB. 
· Air Medtl with "V"device for valor­

SP4 Steven ·R. C.undcy,Springti~ld.1 Mo., 
SP4 Phillip R. Vamum,1..1 Crqsso, Wis., 
SP5 · L'1wrc:nc o J ~ Sil v:1, S'ln .Lo.-indro, 
C~lif ., SP4 Dilly L. Parsons, Trona, 

· C::i.lif., SP4 Jerry L. Mitcholl,,Jie.:iding1 

P~., SP4 Rich.::\rd C. Scar, Akron,, Ohio, 
SP4 Richard R. Conovcr,Levittown,N.Y. 1 

and SP4 John C. · Gruidl, Minnqapolis, 
Minn. . 
. Aw:i.rds for WOl P."1.ul E. Lont, P F C 

Rob<.irt Wilholm, and SP4 .Boyd L. Kottl6 
of tho 14th CAB n.rc pending. . \ 

. •I ...... I·~···•·--"'"'"' ......-lii't_ ............ -til.r. · ~'" · • • J 
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PLUG SAVES CH-47 
CHU LA.I, RVN,, 178th ASHC-IO 

·While on a nolT.lill resupply mission 
northwest of Chu L'li rucontly, 11 Eoxc'lr 
l.5S"comnnndod By Warro.nt Officer Ramkl 
l!.. \\)l.ivotti,, Sunnyvale, Ca:tif., :.ind 
pilotiod by WOl Nilo L. Hi.rt~r,, ML'lmi,, 
Y.La.., of tho l 78th Assault Support 
Helicopter Com~ny,encountorcd intense 
hostile fire resulting in a- round rip­
pifig into ·the ~ircraft tr.i.nsmission, 
.and w~rning lights and droppin~ pros­
su:ro g.1ugos sigir1~od tho cm of th<­
flight. 

· Downed aircr.'lft are not n<-'\1 to th~ 
178th ASHC,but tho incidents th~t took 
pl:ico in this situ·~tion 1-l<:re. 

Tho inmcdi~to report f orwardcd b~ck 
to tho 178th RL1.intonanco to'Ull wns th1.t, 
t!'io aircr;1ft · definitely wotJld b:wo to 
bo rccovor1...'Cl by :i. CH54 "Skycr:mo, 11 

b~11uao of its weight and flying cond-
ili~. . 

. M·'linton:1ncc men, Ghief W:;·.rr.:i.nt Of­
ticor Alfred J. Rom~szowski,, Minnral 
Wells, Tex., ~nd First Licutunnnt Wil­
li1111 R. Thibenult,Richmom,, Va.,,real­
iz~ng that the aircr~rt could not be 
rcpovorcd by n CH5.4.. .l!nti+ t.119 follo~­
ing ctr1y, decided to eo to tho disn.blccl 
Chilr\ook. Tht.'Y rcnlizc:d tlut th0 nir­
crift w.:is in a vvry conspicuous locn.t­
tion nnd its chnncus of lastiqg the 
night in the · b~rr3gc of mort~rs thut 
lmS sure to como were very slight de­
spite tho h:i.sty security th tt w~s cs­
t~blishod around the ~ircrnft. 

:. Aft-..~r. ovalu.i.ting the d::imi.gu, Mr. 
~aszcwski offered an ·axtr~ordin~ry 
~olution. Hoping that no real . dr.:.rnago 
W'ls donu to the interior of the trans­
mi~sion, ho fashionud n wooden plug 
for the g.iping holo nnd t.ho' trnnsmis­
aion wus rofillcd with oil. Specii.list 
Six John W. Roid, Weiser, Ottaw~,, Can­
l\l:l~, and SP5 Molvin c. Young,•tLricopa, 
Ariz., volunteered to crow the ship as 
PWJ R::tmasze\.tski :ind lLT Thibeault at­
tempted to fly it out. 

Tho engines wore st~rtcd nnd ~11 
lo•k~'Cf well except for one blinkin~ 
chip detector w:Lrning light; Romaszt:.-w::: 
~ki decided to nnkc the attempt. 

Tho ailing tr:insmission c~usod the 
flieht to bu mdo J.t ·'l low l~vol whil0 
emurging from the enemy inf ostL<l ~rca 
tdt hout tho boner it of door cunnurs. 
Yll". Romasz~'Wski had scloctcd to take 
mini.mum crcw,111d both Specinlists Roid 
and Young wore occupied at holding tho 
wooden plug to k.::cp it from b1;)ing 
shi.kon loose by the vibr,"ltion of th\~ 

(continued on page four) 

·MA~~·s. F.RIEND ? 
CHU I.AI, RVN, l32nd ASHC-IO 

The 132nd Assaitl.t Support Helicopter 
Comp."IJ1y, loc.'.ltE.'Cl in Chu Lu, scorns to . 
h1vo become somcwh:lt of l\ refuge for 
strly c~ninos, all of which are well 

'V\Jrscd in tho' J.rts of bogging :ind sock­
ing an ocpn.sion:il p..1.t on tho hcoo. Who 
could possibly turn his b~ck on some 
pup with big, sad eyes? W.P. Fowler, 
'Phenii: City, Alu., thnt•s whol 

Speci:1.list Six Fowler of tho 132Di 
ASHC, who should, no doubt,·· receive 
somo form of aw:i.rd for his huni..i.ne act, 
ch:i.nccd upon n cuto little pup· while 
returning from tho mess hall. The pup, 
soemingly friendly,, looked hungry and 
lonesome. 

Whether ho w~s lonosomc is not ccr­
t.iin,, he w.:i.s how0vcr, hwigry. For his 
good S.'.lln~rit.'.\ll intentions, SP6 Fowler 
was rc\O.rdod with a bite on the hand, 
:ind ho then had to submit to ll aeries 
of shots or bo issued a muzzle. 

SP6 Fowler docidud to t:ike the 
shots, and tho pooch was capturod and 
is under the c.'lrc of the vetcrin!l.riana. 

!•'owler h"Ls lca.rncd a. lesson the hard 
wr1.y. To prevent the some thing from 
h.1.ppcii:tnif-to' otlfo"r·-would-bc 'bum..'Ulitar­
inna ,ho suggests that anyone who wants 
to 0.1rn n star for his crown for f et.'Cl­
ing some mongrel that, is new to the 
arca,"foed him something besides your­
self •11 

SE N D 
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'C,OMPLJT ER RNER BEST FOOD. IN -TOVVN 
. . By Bud Goode, AFPS. 

When tho .. nav American n.~sketbnll 
Association wns forr..ied last year they 
int~duced the 3-point field goal. In 
the last few seconds of a tight g1me 
it cian be o3. dr3llltltic ,grunc..:.winning score. 

Every night of tho sc.:ison, baskct­
b.1.ll gr.unos aro won and lost by only 
twp .points. This is one re11son the 
uxciting three-point · shot w:is born. 
Assume you are pJlling for the Kentucky 
Coldnols. · Your to::un is down by one 
fic]A gotil, only seconds rcm~in on the 
r.lock. But sh:Lrpshooting Lou Dampier 
h.:is the ball. He moves outside the 
'..~:r~-point arc. Whoosh! Three points 
.1. ":' .. ? up on the score board, and Ken­
~.;,·, :-:y wins. 

.out-"lnd it ill .3. big but-wh11.t does 
.; .,) throe-point fiold go!;!.l moan to tho 
:· ... ~t of tho lo:i.guo? Kontucky h· .. s Louie 
Lamp~er, hitting 127 of 365 threc­
po~nt.Grs for 9. .348 avcr:igc; and big 
J).;~rol Carrier, also Kcntucky,is second 
in tho lo~guo, sinking a9 of 231, tops 
in long shot a.ccuracy at .385. But 
Whlt dol.}S tho threc.'-point long shot 
do. for tho rest of tho le~gue? 

Computer Cornor po1,1rcd the s0.1son 
statistics into our Dat~ Processing 
Enterprises, Inc·. electronic sports 
analyzer (through g'.lmcs of 1'""cb. 24) 
and c;uno up with those rosults: . .. 
Team . ,3-pt • FGM 
{ E'lst Div,) Por Game 

MIAMI 
MINNESOTA 
KEtITUCKY 
INDIANA' 
~ YORK 

(West Div.)· 

OAKIAND 
DENVER 
NEW ORLF.J\NS 
DALLl\S 
LOS AHC'&.ES 
HOUS1'0N 

.4.3 
3.40 
.3.90 
1.20 

.86 

.45 
1.00 
1.60 
1.10 
1.80 
1.20 

Per Cent 
W/ L 

.554 

.534 

.509 

.492 

.286 

.. 

.804 
.• 586 
.sos 
.473 
.421 

'.J27 

Imtcresting result, here. According 
to Canputer Corner's annlysia of thv 
three-pointer, the more long shots the 
average ABA tec'.lJD trys, the more it 
1osas,, Thtit is to say, thE>re is a 
negative co-relation between J-point 
field go~ls made per g:.unc and :i team's 
won/lost record. .The two top tc.~s , 
Miami in the E:?.st, !llld O~kl:ind in the 
West, ~vorago less than one-half a 3-
pnint. field .go:\l per g:unc--but arc 
winnW. 

CHU l.AI, RVN, 16th CAG-IO 
Tho Horulqu::i.rters· .':\1ld Hea.dq~rters 

Comp..my, 16th Combnt Aviation Group 
mess hall officially oponed·its.doors 
at 1700 hours,Mn.rch 23rd, when Colonel , 
Hanz K. Dnwnor, 16th CAG conmmdc~• 
:ind Sorgo11nt First Cl'lss Henry J. Wil­
liams, moss steward,jointly cut ;i rib­
bon .1dmitting soldiers toeat 0.the tir!3t 
meal to be served. 

SFC Willi.~ms, Wichita Fnlls, Tex., 
encountorod numoroue problems in get­
ting thv mess h.:ill operation undprway, 
but the rusults were worth the otfort 
and tho W'.liting. · 

Built from .:i.n empty sholl of a ntn~ 
. : down :building,thc new moss h:il.l, bon~ts . 

a compl<:Jte, mocforn set ot "Garric.~·n-. · · 
type" cooking equipnent. It nJ.sc.. :.a 
:iccomodatod with hot and cold running 
water, insta~lod sinks, nn:l oven an 
electric me~t slicer. 

According to Mess Stew:.ird Willilllns, 
the brilliant, oyo-appo:lling, arxl well 
lit e.'lting area was the outcome ot 
llli'.my contributors. The Army, Navy, 
nnd M'lrincs all devoted tima into tho 
mess h:lll construction, ~nd ~FC Wil­

.. +i£uns added 16th Gi~<;; carpd,·ers Special-
ist Five Brantley HalTis,Atlanta, Ga., 
SP5 M'lrvin Israolson,Pine River, Minn., 
a.ml SP4 RichJ.rd Swll.in, Alpir\e, Alll., 
wero indespensiblo in finishing the 
construction. · · 

Of course, well finished moss hnl.la 
:.md fnp.cy cooking equipnent a~o great, 
but the food is or pri.Jne concern.. Tho 
16th CAG cooks, SP.5 · loon Ashmore , 
Lexington, s.c., SP5 Willirun · Bra<JT , 
li'itchburg, Mass., SP5 Jt.llllos 'Butcher, 
Chicago,Ill.,SP4 P~'Clro Lopez~onzalez, 
J~qua Dilln, P.R. 1 SP4 Rich:ird Odoin 1 
Bath,, S .c., Lind SP4 Harry Wampler, 
Durockor, 111;, are putting .. out what 
SRC 'Williams nnd other members of 16th 
CAG hc·:u:lquartors consider some of the 
best meals in Viotn:un. · · 

Whun a.skcd what the soc;:ret of.his 
cooking success was, Willi~ replied, 
111 just follow tho cookbook-I tcµ ~ 
cooks to do tho same-no···soaretl" 

(PWG SAVES t.IRCRAFT Cont'd from Pg 3) 
massive transmission. 

Specialists Reid o.nd Young both 
· suffered burns on their hru'lds from 
·holding that all important homemade 
plug in tho tr,1nsmission. or ailing 
"Boxc.9.r 458 •11 · 

The l78th Assault Support Helicopt­
er Comp.'llly off c:rs "hats off" to 3J1 able 
crew th.ll.t did what h3d to be done •. ·: 

I * it * * . ' 
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1:6TH CAG BACKS ORPHANAGE 
aw! !AI, RVN·, 16th CAO-IO 

Tho Tabitha OrJitlUVlge at An Ton will 
highlight the 16th Comb1t Aviation 
Gri>up civic action program for 1969 
accol-ding to M.i.jor David Grec:r I ::i.cting 
prcjoct officer. . · 

'Located on Highw:iy Onq1 the Tabitha 
Pl"9testant Orphani.ge hns ~5 homeless 
children between tho ngcs of 4 and 12-
ycars-old. In addition to living qmr­
tors, thero a.re five clJ.ssroome provid­
ed. to hulp with teaching the children 
to read and write. · · , 

The orpumage, originally supported 
by the 14th Combat Aviation B1tt3lion, 
wi).+ now bu backed by tho entire 16th 
Gl"9UP• Through volunteer payline con­
tz1,butions, about 80,800 pi1stcre per 
month hc.'\VC been llli.'\dC available to the 
children's home. 

· In addition to financi:il · support, 
tho 16th CAG gives m..i.tcria.l help with 
~plus foodstuffs, clothing and other 
items contribut<...'Cl by frunilics and 
churches ot sorvicernen in the St,,1tes. 

·Among successful projects completed 
·'lrc the capping of tho orphnnagc w1ter­
woll and the supplying of :i h.'.md pump 
:ind wator storage.:: arcn. Thu children's 
lijring 3re3s have beon rescrocncd and 

-~ 

playground arens improved in addition 
to bunkers being constructed tor the 
orphans' protection. · 

Projects to be completed in the near 
future include improvements JM.de by a 
te.:un of 16th CAG personnel, led by 
Sergeant "First Cla~e F.mory Johnson, 
Chamblee, G:i.. 

Further scroening, and applic.:i.tions 
of insecticide is planned, to oontrol 
insects and other posts ~s part or tho 
Group's effort to upgrade tho sanitary 
stJ.ndards of the orphan.!\go. , 

Gravel will be obtained and techni­
cal ~ssistance given to help build 
living qu:irtC;rs . where an orphanage 
resident director will live. · 

Acting project officer, Major Greer, 
oncour.:igcs :tll rnE:mbors of the "Falcon 
Group" to v;i.sit the Tnbitha Orphanago 
nnd sec first-hand · accomplishments ot 
·tho civic action program and what is 
yet to be done. 

Suggestions on whnt the 16th CAG 
can do to better the orphanage are 
welcomed and m:'.ly be submitted to ·the 
Group Orphanage Advisory Council via 
Major Greer,16th CAG Surgeon's Office, 
tolophono .3582. 

* * 
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