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GAPE KENNFDY (ABC) Apollo Eight 1is wéll on its way toward the moon traveling at

»000 miles per: hourg NASA officlals stated the mission is going well so far.

* Astronaut James Lovell says the view of Earth . 1s beautiful a.nd said he could

aee Cape Kennedy and Africa at the same time, .

.~ "'"w-\;
OUT! ' FLORIDA (ABC) Police, and FBI agents are moving into- a mangrove sw-
amp in Southwestern Florida this morning where it is believed Barbara Jane Mac-

klets kidnappers are cornered, Barbara Jane was released unharmed last night

. from a ‘casket-liko box that was buried about 18 inches below ground, She had

been buried for four daye.

W (ABC) White House news aocretwry George Shristian said today Presi-

dent Johnson will spend at least one more day in the hospital to recover from
his. case of the flu,

EDWARDS AFB, CALIF, (ABC)  After 198 flights, the experimental X-15 rocketship
has beeri retired, Bad weather scrapped its last scheduled mission that was sup-
posed to take place at Edwards AFB, Calif, The X-15 reached 67 miles above the

Earth, earned astronauts wings for pilots who took it over 50 miles up and went

ls250 miles per hour or nearly seven times the speed of sound.

SAIGON (ABC) Unitod States officials in -Saigon say American planes have hit

anti-aireraft implacements in the DMZ for the second day in a row, Meanwhile,
Peace Talke negotiator Cyrus Vance has flown to Washingtem to report to Presi«
dent Johnsonan the hangup in the talks at Paris, where he left behind a contin-

..uing squabble between the South and, North Vietnamese according to ABC News,

PORTLAND, OREGON (ABC) Final renulta of that vote recount in Oregon ahow Sena~-
tor Wayne Morse increasing his vote by only 182 votes , sfill lecaving Republican
Bob Packwood the winner. Morse says. howecver, he may ask for a ruling by the Sen-
ate on what he calls "illegtl voting."
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l6th CAG Goe Arnerical

(GHU LAY 16th CAG-I0)

Airpower for the Americal!

United States Army Vietnam general
order number 5,498 ammended the attach-
ment of the 16th Combat Aviation Group
offective Dec, 1, 1968 to the Americal
Division,

The "Falcon Group", celebrating its .

first anniversary December 20, at its
new lo¢ation near Headquarters, Ameri-
cal Division in Chu Lai, will have at-
tached the 123rd Combat Aviation Bat-
talion which has been operating in di-
rect support of the division. Also
attached will be the 335th Transporta-~
tion Gompany (AM&S) which provides back
up maintenance for Division aircraft.

Colonel William C. Tyrrell,command-
ing officer of the group stated, " The
officers and men of the 16th CnG lonk
forward - with enthusiasm to becoming
members of the Americal Division!'s
fighting team,"

The 16th CiG unit crest boo.r:lng the
phrase "Born in Battle"and the falcon's
head symbolizes its combat aviation
capabilities. The mountain peaks re-~
present the. three-fold effort of the
United States, Republic of Vietnam,
and free world military forces to win
freedom and secure peace,

The Falcon Group comes from the lst
Aviation Brigade and was based - au
Marble Mountain Air Facility at DaNang
when it was responsible for all non-
divisional Army Aviation wunits in
I Corps Tactical Zone,
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CHRIS’TW\C NESSACE -
ROM CO

"I wish. every member of the 16th :
Combat Aviation Group a very Merty I
Christmas, to Jewish personnel a Happy
Chanukah, and to all my best wishes
for good health, success and happineeo
in the coming New Year.

. No matter what faith you are, the
spirit of +this holiday season should
suffer no loss in Vietnam. You are
only five or six days away from family
and friends via the mailbox, and can
be as close as your telephone when
making a MARS call, We receive Christ-
mas cards and packages from home-we
will enjoy the traditional Christmas
Day dinner, Most of all we may still
revere all of the holiday's true sign-
‘ificance, since we may worship as we
soce fit, as free men fighting to keep
a nation free,

Let's all pray on this joyous holi-
day for peace with honor, with the
hope that the soldiers of the U,S.
Army might successfully end this con-
flict before another Christmas,

WILLIAM C. TYRRELL
Colonel, Infantry
Comanding

CIMNE IN VETERAN BENEFITS

0 ’ . ; .

Veterans' college and training berie-
fits liberalized by law change recent-
ly enacted by Congress,

-Educational and training entitle-
ments increased from one for one form-
ula to 1} months of benefits for each
month of service. Thus, vet- servingd,
months qualifies for 36 months,or four
acidemic school years,

~Widows of totally disabled. veto—
rans or those who die fram service-con-
nected injuries now entitled to amount
of husbind?e benefits,

. =Limitations ‘on benefits remains
36 months with - exceptions: Veterans
of Korein War, eligible for 36 months
of benefits, can now qualify for 12
additional months based on post-Korean ,
service. Also, ‘children of veterans’ '
who are veterans themselves and have- '
used benefits based parent!s entitle =
ment, now authorized 12 months! addi-
tional benefits bused on own service,
~=Veterans no longer barred from
receiving payments from other federa]]y
financed programs.,
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AVIATOR FLIES
BEAUCCUP HGURS
Chief Warrent Officer Two Albert C,

Cerullo, 23, of Elmont, N,Y.is compl-

eting his tour in Vietnam, huving flo-

wn 15406 combat hours in 241 flydng

days, .

CW2 Cerullo came to the 176th As-
sault Helicopter Company on Nove 19;
1967 und flew his last day on Nov, 9;
1968, Hé became: aircraft comminder af-
ter slightly more than two months and
200 houra.in=-country, -Mr, Cerullo,
"Minuteman 12"; has not had an accident
charged ngainst his ricotd since he be-

. That, doesn't mean his tour went
without ingident, . He has'wad two en-

gine failures, one while sitting in a
landing 'zone west of Chu lai, and one
at 1600 foet above ground level, On

. the second  occurrence, Mr. Cerullo
landed his UH~1H "Huey" in the only

- partially -clear area available, The
only damage done was to the rotor Wades
by trees in the area which could not be

- avolded because of the small LZ,no one

. was injured,

Mr, Cerullo mentioned other exciting
moments, like west of LZ Center when
his helicopter received 32 hits in a
1Z on a combat assault, Twelve of the
rounda went through the cockpit, With
severed tall rotor control cubles, two
crewmen and two passengers wounded,Mr,
Cerullo tookdff and returned the crip ~
pled aircraft to the nearest hospital.
He landed in a nearby rice paddy with-
out” ferther damage. The engine had
taken a round, and there were _powdor
burns on the bottom of the airctaft,
from ememy weapons, where they wered

. in on the 12Z, .

- Mr, Cerullo hao becn awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross,Air
Medal with numerous clusters, and
the Purple Heart, with several

- other. valor awards pending,. '

He.plans to continue his train-
ing at. Hunter Army Air Base, Ga.,
upon his return to"the world" and
hopes to earn the rating of in-
strument instructor,continuing the
realization of his childhood dream
"to be a professional aviator,
(176th AHC-IO)

1781h Change of Command

(CHU LAI-~178th ASHC-IO)

Ceremonies at Chu lai,Vietnam morked’
the departure of Major Morris M,Jessup,,
Okanogan, Wash,, as Commanding Officer
of the 178th Assault Support Helisopter:
Company . )

"Pride," said Major Jessup, "is the
hinge on which a unit must stand or
fall, and I'm proud to say I served
with the 178th ASHC,' ,

Major Jessup assumed duties as com—
manding officer on June 28, 1968, Per-
haps his tour of duty van best he . des~
cribed by the motto inscribed above his
office door-—"The only difference be~
tween superior and outstanding - is met-
iculous attention - to detail,® This
wis not only a motto, but the ground
rule by which the former CO commanded,

He will now face new challenges as
assistant operations officer for the
16th Combat iviation Group.

The 16th CAG Commander, Colonel Wil-
1iam C, Tyrrell attended the ceremony
and praised the "Boxcars" enviable rec-
ord, - . : ..

He said, "Continue- to give the
Americal Division the- fine support
you've provided them in the past."

The command was then turned over to .
Major Rodney * A, Pimental, Irom Flymputh,
MBS. :

Major Pimental is not a. new-comer:
to the "Boxcars", he commanded the
4LO0Oth Transportation Detachment which
provides maintenance and avionis sup--
port for the 178th, The Major arrived in
Vietnam on May 9, 1968, and served with
the 132nd Assault Support Helicopter
Company as service platoon commander,
and ‘gompany maintenance cfficer, "

3, %, . A
WHAT DO YOU MBAN®. ] .
( unnGBsARY RoUGHNESS 21

—_

LY
P e

- - o it




PAGE 6

THE FALCON

DECEMBER 22, 1968

PAFPER STONE OFFERS. SOLUTION

(CHU .LAI 178th ASHC-IO)

Ireland is the keeper of the"Blar-
ney Stong,"Egypt displays the "Pyram-
ids," and today the 178th Assault Sup-

. port Helicopter Company proudly posseses
the - M"Paper Stone."

The "Paper Stone,"was"born in bat-
tle" to solve a small but distressing
problem, Returning from the day's mis-
sions,crew chiefs and flight enginecrs
were understandibly anxious for a hot
_meal and shower. Occasionally,flight
records and after flight paper work
would reflect their great haste,

. To cope with this problem,the ser-
vice. platoon of the 178th ASHC search-
ed for a remedy which would not only

. Iincrease effiolency,but build morale
within the platoon itself, . A. three
hundred and fifty pound rock woul pro-
vide the solution. )

At 1800 hours daily, the flight re-
cords are individually screened for
neitness and accuracy.If mistakes are

. discovered, the person(s) in errorare
_invited to part,icipate in the "cerem-

ony."fter all records arc : carefully

checked, the ceremony begins,
Service platoon leader First Lieut-
enant Terry Frazier explains, "The
crew member reports to the Paper Rock,
renders a hand salute,and requests par-
mission to turn the rock 45 degrees,"
With a little stress and strain,tho
movement is completed; much to the de-

light of the cheering spectators, A

hand salute is again given and t h e

crew member is dismissed,

Although the ceremony may not be of

great significance in itself, what is

significant is the increased efficien-
cy and neatness reflected in the flight
records and reports, In the past two

weeks, increased efficiency resulting

from this program has made the "Paper .
Rock" a welcome asset for the Service-

Platoon,

It's the culmination of small ideas
such asthis that gives emphasis to the
"gan do" spirit of the 178th Assault
Support. Hel:l.copter. company

Anerican military personnel through-
out the world will dine on traditional
roast turkey-with-trimmings on Christ-
mus,

The holiday menu will include as~

sorted nuts, candy and fruit, shrimp
cocktail with crackers, roast turkeyw
gravy, cornbread dressing, ‘cranberry
sauce, mashed potatoes and glased sweet
potatoes, buttered mixed vegetables or
peas, assorted crisp relishes,hot roll
with butter, fruitcake, mincemeat pie,
pumpkin pie with whipped topping, iced
tea with lemon and milk,

Every effort will be made to serve
this menu to men assigned to isolated
units in Vietnam, Normally this is done

by helicopter airlift, In those

ATE Tia 'moueu'r URPHY-
LoUGY cAmouFLAgs o

‘fw'aa:ms

T e

few instances where units are on
patrol during the holiday meal per-
iod, this same dinner will be pro- -
vided upon their return to'b a s e
camp, usually within 24-48 hours.

The Defense Supply Agency esti-
mites the approximate pounds o f
mJjor components to be issued for
the holiday dinner at: tur key
3,360,000; shrimp, 504,000;potatoes
945,000; cranberry sauce, 460,719%.
fruitcake, 420,000; mincemeat,315,
000; pumpkin, 304,58L; and candy,
252,000,

According to the Directorate of
Food Service, Office of the Assis-

tant Secretary of Defense, the same
' basic menu will be served all over
world with minor changes as local
arcas dictate. (AFPS)
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WEEKS
| REPORT

'CYU LAI, RVN (Americal Staff Weather
Office)-

Weather in the Chu Lai and surround-
ing area for the upcoming week ( Dec,
22 -~ Dec, 29 ) will be mild to cool,
with late even early morning rain
showers for the first half of the week,
a low probability for—-rain afterward,

The weekly high average tempemturcs
will range from 79 to 85 degrees, the
weekly lows will run from 69 to 73.

-Humidity range will be from a high
of 98% to about 70%, with an expected
rainfall of 3 to 13 inches, The.cloud
cover will remain partly to mostly
cloudy throughout the week and the
winds will be light and variable in the
morning to NE at 5 to 10 knots in the
late afternoon, No tropical stormsare
expected, The tides will be running 6
feet high at about 2400,and 2 feet low
at approximately 0800 hours.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE L

(1) Jeanne d'Arc's name did not come
from her native village, There
was no such village near Domremy,
where she was born, She took her
last name, just as every othergirl

does, from her parents, Mr, and
Mrs, Jacques d'Arc, .
(2) Any answer is correct, All three

are parts of the body,The Island
of Reil(after physiologist: Johann
C., Reil) is a point in the brain,
McBurney's Point (after. surgeon
Charles McBurney) is the point
where e incision for an appen-
dectomy is made., The Tunnel . of
Corti (after anatomist Alfonso
Corti)is part of the ear.

WEATHER  174th Claims TEnemy KIA

(DUC PHO 174th AHC-IO)

Recently on December 14, "Shark"
gunships of thel74th Assault Helicopter
Company reported killing = seven enemy
soldiers,

Early in the morning while flying a
scramble north of the Song Veg River,
"Shark 590,"commanded by 1lst Lieutenant
Robert R, Gamber, Collingswood, N.J, .
was trying to locate the source of
hostile fire directed towards a Viet- -
namese Army camp. The camp had been
taking numerous mortar rounds and ‘1light
weapons fire,

Arriving at the scene, "Shark 590"
saw two enemy ‘soldiers -—situated in a
fire position.outside the perimeter of
the camp, directing a steady stream.of
fire into it. The 174th AHC gunship
made contact and killed the two enemy,

Turning and flying around the peri~

.meter "Shark 590%came upon a river bed

that cemptied into a small .pond, and
while flying over the pond, the gunner
spotted a hcad bob to the surface and
then submerge again. Going down to
investigate, the gunship crew saw four
enemy hiding in the pond and killed all -
of them,

The last kill resulted -after the
gunner saw still another enemy. leaving
the area around the pond. _

Including the recent seven enemy
killed, the 174th has accounted for
1,025 cnemy killed since June of 1966,

SEND THE

-ALCON
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(3) The specialist -obviciusly
knew the third letter of
Rhett's name, since he said
it whem he asked "E as in
what?" He did not need to
know what,he only needed to
know the letter. D

vouy

.:.‘.’

(4) The average man has one
birthday; the average“woman
hlso, Al] the.rest arebtirth-
day anniversaries,

(5); It's okay, but ice is bet-
ter,




