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In aecordance vltb Tour instructions, I visited South Vletna~ 
during the period 28 March - k April. I have coapleted ~ 
assessaent ot the current situation there, anal7sed vhat the 
Govcrnaent or the Republic or Vietnam intends to do to counter 
the aggression rrom the Borth, assured President 'fhieu or your 
steadtast aupport in thls time or crisis, and examined the 
options and actions open to, the United States to assist the 
South Vietnamese . · 

'rbe current military sltuatlon ls critical, and the probability 
o~ tbe survival ot South Vietna• as n truncated nation la the 
southern provinces is marginal at best . ~be GVN is on the brink 
o~ a total militarT deteat . Hovever, the South ls planning to 
continue to dotend vltb their available resources, and, it 
alloved respite, vill robuild their capabilities to the extent 
that United States support in •ateriel vill permit. I believe 
that ve ove the& that support . 

Ve vent to Vietnam in the tlr8t pl&ee to assist tbo South 
Vietnamese people-- not to dereat the Uorth Viotnanese. We 
reached out our hand to the South Vietnamese people, and tbe7 
took it. ftov the7 need that helping hand more than ever. By 
ever'7 measure ve have been able to apply 20.000,000 people 
haTe told the world they tear ~or their lives. they cherlah 
values that are elosel7 allied vith tboae ot non-communist 
systems, they desperatel7 seek the opportuuit7 to continue 
their developaent or a vay ot lite dirrerent trom those vho 
nov live under Worth Vietnamese rule. 

The presellt level o"f U.S. support guarantees GV1f deteat. Ot 
the $TOO ~illlon provided tor FY 1915. the remaining $150 
million can be used "for a abort tiDe tor a major supply 
operation; however. it there la to be any real cbance of 
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