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HBHOBABDUH FOR ~&E'PRXSIDEIT 

SUBJBC'l': Vietnam Aa1ess11ent 

In accordance vith 7our inatruationa, l Tiaited South Vietnam 
during the period 28 March - • April. I ha•e completed ST 
assessment of the current situation there, anal7sed vbat the 
GoTernaent ot the Republic of VietnlLlll intend• to do to counter 
the aggression trom the Borth, aaaured President !lhieu ot 7our 
steadfast support in this time of crisis, and exaained the 
options aaa actions open to1 the Unite4 Stat•• to assist the 
South Vietnamese ., " 

~e current •llitar7 situation is critical, and the probability 
of tbe surv1Tal ot South Vietnam as a truncated nation in the 
southern proTinccs is marginal at 'best. 'fhe GVR is on the brink 
ot a total militar7 defeat. Bove~er, the South is planning to 
continue to defend vith their avai1ab1e reaoureea, and, it 
al.loved respite, vill rebuil d their capabilities to the extent 
that United States support in materiel vill permit. I believe 
that ve owe them tbat support. 

Ve vent to Vietnam in the tlrst place to assist the South 
Vietnaaese people--not to defeat the lorth Vietnaaese. We 
reached out our band to the South Vietnamese people. and tbe7 
took it. Rov the7 need that helping band more than eTer. B7 
eYer'7 measure ve baYe been able to apply 20,000.000 people 
b&Ye told the vorld the7 tear tor their liYes. tbq cherish 
values that are cloael7 a11ied vith tboae of non-communist 
s7steas, they desperately seek the opportunit7 to continue 
their development ot a vay of lite ditte~ent trom those vho 
nov 11Te wader Korth Vietnamese rule. 

The preseut leYel of U .s. support gaarant.ees GVlf 4eteat, Ot 
the t700 Jllillion provided tor PY 19T5. the remaining $150 
•i11lon can be used tor a short time tor a maJor suppl7 
operation; hovever. it there is to be any real chance ot 
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