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HEAOQUARTERS 1&lsT AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIR~OBILE) 
Office of the Commanding General 

APO 96383 

AVDG-CG 25 February 1971 

SUBJECT: Letter of Instructions, Airmobile Operations Study Group 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Purpose: a. To establish and Airm.obile Operation• Study 6rcrnP 
and provide terms of references for the study of airmobile operation• in 
aupport of Operation LAMSON 719. 

b. This study will record the history of the airmobile aspect• of 
LAMSON 719 and derive lessons and guidelinea to improve current and 
future airmobile operations, organization, and doctrine. 

2.. General: a. Operation LAMSON 719 i8 an Allied operatim:t against 
NVA forces, base areas, and lines of com.munication. in th.at part o( 

L&oa a~jacent to the two northern provinces or RVN. GVN ground 
force• operate in Laos under command or I Corps, ARVN. US aviation 
and airmobile force• aupport GVN operations in Laos under command 
of XX!V Corps, but no US ground unit• participate. 

b. "Mid-inten1ity con!llct11 beat deacribe• the level of combat and 
operational envirom:nent being experienced i:n. LAM.SON 719 by GVN 
force• and •upporting US aviation and airmobile forces. Thi• level or 
conflict cori:tra•U with the low-i?l.tenaity level or cOD.Cllct which 
characterize• other combat ln the various pha•e• of the I.ndo-\<:Jzi!*!.war. 

lncloaure 1 to I.tr: Final Report 
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.A YDG-CG 2.5 February 1971 
SUBJECT.!- Lett!'!r of lP.,~tru~Uon, .Airmobile Operations Study Group 

c. In Operation LAMSON 719, allied force• conduct ground and 
airmobile assaults against long established, well developed, he•:rily 
defended 'NVA base area1 and lines or communication. Battalion, 
regiments and divhion• oppose like units. So'f'iet weapon• oppoae US 
weapons. Both sides are equipped with arm.or. Modern. aophilticated 
antiaircraft weapon• in large number• are pitted agai.:ast attack air 
craft and airlift operations. 

d. The •pecial command and operation.al arrangement• reatlting 
from the parallel Allied command organization and the reatricted US 
presence across the Laction border make LAMSON 719 a special case 
and perhaps, unique operation. Despite these peculi.a.ritiea, there 
are le1aon1 to be learned Crom this experience that are important to 
the future of worldwide airmobile operation•, particularly in a "mid­
intensity" conflict. 

e. It is essentiai therefore, that the experience and tech:rrlque• 
of airmobile operationa developed during LAY...SON 719 be recorde~ 
collected, ar..alyz~ci, and searched for lessons applicable to current 

• and future airmobile operations. 

3. Scope: a. The •cope of the study will include collection and 
collation of data to include pc.rsonal experience and opinion,. as well 
aa oCficial records, journals, and documents; analy•i• of current 
airmobil<· op~ration1, organisation. and doctrine to find way• •C 
improvement and to discover leanons, guideline• and line• of t.nqu:iry 
uae£ul for the future of airmobility. 

b. The atudy will incla.de inquiry into the Col.Jawing areaa. Thi• 
liat la not all-inclusive. 

(1) R elationahip between grotllld tac:tlcal plan and airm.obile 
operation.. 

(2) Command control. 

(3) Target acc:ui•lUon. _ 
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-A VDG-CG 25 February 1971 
SUB.JECT: Letter oJ.:ll:ultruction. Airmobile Operation• Studr Group 

(4) Tech:nique11 of target engagement. 

(5) Fire aupport pla:rming, coordination. and employme:at. 

(6) Maintenance. 

(7) IA>ghtical support. 

(8) Aviation .a!ety. 

(9) Organization of airmobile units. 

(10) Airmobile equipment, particularly aircrafl and armament. 

(11) Airmobile doctrine. 

(12) Special conaider.ati.cm• or Allied airm.obile \Ope~~·!.~ 

4. Organization: . a. The .Airm.obile Operation• Study Group 'Will be­
com.priaed of selected co~ll.dcra and staff o!fic:era who have partic -
tpated in the a'r~ohile operations in support of LAMSON 719. The 
Committee will m'l!"l!!t perlaclically to provide guideline• to the Work­
ing Group wh.o will' conduct and drart the atudy. The Chairma:a. of the 
Steering Committt!!e will be the .Assiatant Division Comm•nder (Op­
eration•). The memberJihipof the Steering Committee la attached aa 
Incloaure L 

c. The Working Group will conaiat. of a •mall group of officer• 
•pecially selected for fall-time a 1uignment to the llt:ady 1.rou.p. The 
Working Group will .Accumulate and analyze data a1Ul draft th6 study 
lt•ell. They 'Will be re11pD'J19ive to the guidance pra'rided by the Ste­
ering Committee through it• Chairman. Th.e .A•s!.sta:Bt Dl:'fi.non Com­
m&J1"1er (Opera.tion.a) and the A•aiatant Chief of Starr, 03, &•the 
Chairman'• executive agent. The membership or the Ylorldn.« Group 
will be determiued ..at th111 first me~ing of the Ste•ril:.1 .Cozmnittee . 

s. Report•: Periodic progre111 report• Yill be submittecl &• &FProp-
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A-VDG-CG 2.5 February 1971 
"" SUBJECT: Letter of lii•trudions, Airmobile Opera.U0111 Study -Group 

rt.ate to the Commanding General, lOlst Airborne Divi•ion (Airmobile), 
as will recomm.endation1 for improvem.ent of current airm.obile op­
eration•, organbation or doctrine. The final report o! the Sta.dy 
Group will be •ubntltted to the Cotnmanding General for uae aa he 
determine a. 

6. Schedule: The •chedule of establishment and work of the Study 
Group i• attached as In.closure Z. 

2 Incl 
ac 

DISTRIBUTION: 

~It{~~~ 
THOlvtAS M. TARP 
Major General, USA 
Commanding 

1-Aaaictant Di'Yicion C~l"..:imander (Operationg) 
1-A••htant Division Comin<!Dder (Support} 
I-CO, lObt Aviation Group 
I-CO, lOlst .Airborne Di'\"ieion .Artillery 
1-CO, lOlst Airborne Di:riaion Support Comm.and 
1-CO, 2.d Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
1-CO, 4th Batt&lio~ 77th Artillery 
I-CO, 326th Engineer Datta.lion 
l•CO, i 5th Transportation Battalion 
1-Aaaistant Chief of Staff, G3 

10- Chief of Staff 

' 
--------·----·-------------·- -- -·-------·--· --- -,,-~- ,. 
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Steering Committe, -A irm.obile Operations Study Group .,, 
- # ---

Chairman: A ••ieta.nt Diviaion Commander (Operations) 

Membera: 1. A•aistant· iDivi•ion Cormna.nder (Support) 
Z. CO, lOlat Aviatio:n G1"MJ.P . 
3. CO, lOl&t Airborne Dt'rbtcn Artlllerr 
4. CO, lObt Airborne Division Support Comn:ian.d 
5. ! CO, 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
6. CO, 4th BattaliDDt 77th A rtille.rr 
7. co, 326th Engineer Battalion_ 
B. CO, 5th T ran•port~tion Batta.lion 
9. A••htant Chief of Sta.££, 03 

Inclo•ure 1 to Ur of Instruction• 
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Work Schedule, Airm.obile Operation• Study Group 

25 February 71 · 

26 February 71 

1 March 71 

3 March 71 

14- March 71 

15 March 71 

19 March 71 

20 March 71 

26 March 71 ' 

27 March 71 

29 March 71 

.,, . #--

Terms of reference approred by Commanding 
General Steering Committee Meeting. 

Working Group formed. 

Director of Working Grattp submit• atudy outline 
and work sch~dule to Chaiiman, Steering Committ<. c 

Steering Committee Meeting. 

lat Draft o! Study to Steering Committee 

Steering Committee Meeting. 

Zd Draft of Study to Steering Conm:1fttee. 

Steerin~ Committee Meeting. 

Final Draft of Study to Steering Committee. 

Steering Committee Meeting. 

Final Draft to Commanding General. 

In.closu.r e 2 to I.tr of In•truetimus 
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List of Members and Participants of the .Airmobile Operations Study Group 
... . .. .. _..._ 

1. Steering Committee 

BG ~~d:iey B. Berry 

BG Olin E. Smith 
COL Edward P. Davis 
COL Lee E. Surut 
COL Donald E Rosenblum 
LTC Archie .A Rider 

*LTC William L Gallagher 
*LTC Carl P Rodolph 
*LTC Horace B Beadey 

LTC John C Bard 
**LTC Roy S Dun.a.way Jr 
**MAJ Darel SlJohnaon 

*Deleted on 5 Apr 71 
**Added on 5 Apr 71 

· z. Working Group 

LTC Roy S Duna:way Jr 
MAJ Gene A Sc:h:neebeck 
MAJ William K McDonald Jr 
MAJ Robert L Clewell 
CPT Gary V Burt 
CPT Taylor L Cmtley .. 
CPT Francis S Davi• 
CPT Peter N Federarich 
CPT John A Jones 
CPT Gary L Mevis 
CPT Ronald .A Nelaon 
CPT Jame• F Peterman 

. Inclo1ure Z to Ur ! Fin.al ~eport 

Asst Div Cmdr (Opna) 
Chairman 
A1at Div Cmdr (Spt) 
CO, lOlst Avn Gp 
CO, lOlat Abn Div Arty 
CO, lOlst Abn DiY Spt Cmd 
CO, Zd Sqdn_ 17th Cav 
CO, 4th Bn, 77th Arty 
CO, 32.6th Engr Bn 
CO, 5th Tran• Bn 
Aa st Chief of Staff, Q .. 3 
Dir, Working Group 
Asst Chief of Staf£, G-2. 

Director 
326th Engr Bn 
DIS COM 
lOlat .Avn Gp 
Zd Sqc.:In, 17th~ 
~v Arty 
10l•t Avn aj 
lOlst Avn Gp 
Div Arty 
DISCOM 
lOlst Avn Gp 
lOlst Avn. Gp 
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Pe.rticipants 

"' ··-
BG John G Hill Jr 
COL Bruce Holbrook 
LTC Gerald W. Kirklighter 
LTC William N. Peachey 
LTC George F. Newton 
LTC Joseph F. Rutkowski 
LTC Robert A. Phillips 
MAJ John A. G. Klose 
MAJ Jack T. Clark 
MAJ Richard L. Mills 
MAJ Edward V. Mahoney 
MAJ Robert W. Sheffield 
MAJ Lloyd D. Mason 
CPT Charles M. Stancil 
CPT John C. Goertemiller 
CPT Joe H. Altman 
CPT Harvey C. Curry 
CPT Willi.nm P. Stu.bbs 
LT Phll~p_ .A. Clark 
LT Leighton 

CG, 1st Bde, Stll In! Div (Mech) 
CO, 108th Arty Op 
CO, ZZ3d CAB 
CO, 158th AHB 
CO, 159th ASHB 
CO, 14th CAB 
S3, IOI at Avn Gp 
S3, 2Z3d CAB. 
CO, A Trp, Zd Sqdn, 17th Cav 
CO, A Btry, .o&th Bn, 77th Arty 
AW, Us.AF 
.Asst GZ, lOlst Abn Div (Am.bl) 
53, Zd Sqdn, 17th Gav 
4:th Bn, 77th Arty 
TOC Adv, lat ARVN ln.f Div 
4th Bn, 77th A rt y 
Zd Sqdn. 17th Gav 
2d Sqdn, 17th Cav 
Asst G2, lOlstAbn Div (Ambl) 
AW, USAF 
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