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-STATEMENT OF SENATOR JESSE HELMS OF NORm CAROLINA-U.S. "SENATE -"10/05/90 

t~_ THE.MOC·K~BURIAL-OF.MIAS 

f llL ......;, N'- ..,.;...,:,: .~ ·.__.2..:l'llQ-~ _.., _,, _. boid• • .,,,., 
~ rl Deleme has llDDOUllClCd in Serl rt Alia_,., bcca .ccoa.ea wouldbehappytojoininaa:n:moay.com­

. diai the remain& rl four Uailed Stalel la'· for. mrmoratiag aa:youe wilo may me died ill 
· missing in .aioD ia Laos m.ce 'Q. How ::t::-are ldl m- tbe c:rash, bat tlicy are distarbcd wt.ca told t M!:"s. 1971. are to be illtc:rrcd ill a .:amated for ill . 7 that "rrmains" ba¥e been idemificd .. tbcir 

· military burial today at Arlilllloa NaboD- "A W"llh tlm ddaminatioa, dlere are kft'DCI oae etat !hoash no politivc m. 
al Cemetery. The 111J11C1 ol these la'· rtil1 2,298 ~ (1,6T/ in Vldnam, tification ii pcmible. · 

\ JticcmeD .-e: ~ 4 Joel C. !h11e1. S30inl.aol.,83in~~JinPRC Howe-ver, DOD goea e.en further. 
• from AJbcmulC, North Caroliaa; Captain Coutal Watcrs) ~in maoc:ain• • When DO actual human remaia5 are foaad 
l
1 

David L. Nelson, from Kirtland, ae.;, the~ in tJaese state- in the c:rash, or not en~ remains are 
Wuhiagton; Warrant Officer R.~h -is is u..r 1JhJiical-n:maias lm9'C been fouad1oKC01111tforeacbOftbecrewman, 

r. Moreira, from Bea\U Falls.~ l'CCXJVUed ud rC.torecl to the families of tbe DOD dcc:lares that the whole crew bu 
ud Specialist 4 Michad £.Kia& &om the · · ICMcemcn. Yet that is DOt beo "llCCOlmted for.• Thus emptY caskets 

._ Calho1111, Georgia. wha~ureaucratic sygtem means. are n:turDcd as symbolic •remains.• Thar is 
• 0a September 11, the ~ rl DOD bu its OWD ~its OWD defini. wh DO .auaJ remains are being buried 
i Def ease stated in ~ress guidance that tiom of ordinary words, IU own purposes ~y for two of the ~ airmen. r "remains rccmcred Ciuriag January S-10, to be sened. • The problem with this method, a].. 

1990 joint eir.c:avatioa efforts by tbe U.S. When DOD aays "llCCOWlted for• it though bureaucnticaDy convenient for 
i and Lao~ ha\'C n:sWted in ac- means that DOD has gone through a doU.Dg cues., is that it 11 dishonest The 
t COllllliag lor the (four) servicemen •.. The ~ proceu that ailows it to close missing seniccmea may well have escaped 

remains of the$C America.as will depart tbe 6lei oa a case. It means first of all that by jUlllfM..g ia tbe last moments of the ciash 
Hickam Air Forcie Bue in IUwaii for a full all reports of siptiags of specific in· -somediiag aot im~ in a helicopter 
military honor$ ceremoo)' ••• aad will dMdu.als byeye-WlblesseS- so.Qlled "live that Wk ia a certaia way. If that is the case, 

fc!~~!isAirFt:c_~Califoruia, ~~~~o~ ::,::a ~~f~ and cli&ap-
l Mt. Pre~ ordinary reader who course it is easier to dismiss re~rts by dis- This 1ility .is~ incoa~nt for 
f readuuch Sl•tementuaight..r..eu OODclude crediting tbe witneases, or hv iDSistiag that dosing cascg, particu1arty if there are live­

thal U.S. eiqx:rU have made positive idea- the reportuncet bureaucratlc crituia than siabting reports of the missing airman. 
lificatioa oT tlae remains, ud that the it is to check them out. · T1iat is uadly wlW happeDed ia the case 
lamiliesolthefourmeawillatlastbecxxn- ..SCCOadly, DOD'a ue of the term of Captain Nelaoo. In 1986, 111 Laotian 
·forted by the"""-'-"- that they tam.> "remains" doea DOt meet the ordinary eyewitaess,amemberoftbeRovalLaotiaa 
ncredac~of~JoftodODC&lic. ddiaitioacfthe"Mlrd.ForDOD,theword Army, ~rted that he lladbeeD im-

Ullfortuuldy, that ia AOC the case. "rcmaim" refers not lo the actual physical pri5oaed m 1978 with Captain Nel&oo and 
There are ao remains whatsoever for remains, but to a.a abstract concept aaotbcr westerner, that be had nursed 

Spccia1iSI" Hat.Icy or for Captain Nelsoa. deduced from circumstaaces. - Captain Nelson, who wu badly burned, u 
I For Warrant Officer Moreira aud ~the cue of the four senicemen, aa beit be could in the prison camp, and 

Specialist" King, there are minuscule~ e:a:avatioo team fouad remaaats of a buried him ia the camp when be died. He r aents ol bone and a tooth not ~ bclic:opter at the site where it presumably prorided specific locatioa&, ~ 
identifiable by a.ay objective foreasic aashid on March S, 197L la tfie intervco- names, a liaad-drawa map Of die Camp. 
•ft•i..:. Yet four CoffiDs will be buried ina 19 - ...... many thiDas could have hap- d the · of th • th 
;t'h'fuij military hoaon. ~ (;;-d; bodies ofihose killed ia the an Press a::ports ~~ ~fustead 

Mr. President, I have contacted the crash. A fire could ha~ COlllUIDCd most of of -·•;no the Laotian eye-witne55' infor­
families ofboth Specialist Hatley aad Cap- the boda, iadudiag IDOlil of the bones. m.atioo~,DODsoughltodisc:redit 
lain Nelsoa.. Tbey were thrilled when they The process ol tropical decay could him. DOD adiii.inistered "lie-detector• 
first got the llCW5 that their 111115 had beeD obliterate most traces. W"dd aaillials could teas oa him, and claimed that be wu lying. 
found; but they were shocked when they drag bodiea away. The dif6culty of finding even th<>ugh be had ao discelllible motiva­
were told, upon further inquiry, that DGat- actUaJ remains, and ideatifyinji them cor- tioa to lie, and the information OD his ma 
tual remains were being returned. ~. is indeed formid.ablC. 1'bis Senator checked out with other sources. la~~f 

Why does the Dep.artmait of Defense does not want to miaimi7.e the difficulties IOlllC reports say that he wu threat;;d 
putlhefamiliesofMIA'sthrougbthiskiad f~l>C)D.__ 1 with ~OD &om the United States, 
or charade? .Hi practice, DOD workSbY apnx:essof where liC DOW lives, if he did not retract his 

The llllMt, Mr. Praidcnt. lie& ill a deduction. Records of the incident would story. I hope that these reports are iaac-
• higbly CODYOluted IJllCm. of iavcstiptioa show who was pilol and co-pilot and crew. mrate, eapCcially since the cooduc:t of in­

and ana1)'5.is=de more upon pro- Any remaia5 fouad in the appropriate terrogation team wu questionable aad no 
cedurc and than upon prao- pla(:cs ia the wrecked vehicle are theu ar- l1ltive language statement wu taken &om 
tic.al rC$Uh. For CllDI , ia IDDouaciag bitrarily assigned to tbe case of the crew- a wilDels aot thoroushly familiar with 
the mock-burials at Arlington Cemetery manwhowumppO&edtobesittiagiathat English. la my opinion, his testimony 
related 10 the four mca, the. Department of place. Thar is reasoaable enough. In aome Uould be re- mmiaed by compcteat a­
Dclense proudly talked about "remains,• cues, teeth and .dental work can be ideD- perts. 

• and cases "ll:alllated for.• la a 0 • A tified, but ia many case5 human fragments NCYCrtbeless, this is an mmple of a 
aarement, DOD llJ5: are too small to be po&itively idea•if'C'd "live-sigbt.iag report• that wu "Rsolved" 

'Q. Howmanyremaiasreco\Wedfrom Neverthelen, the cue is U!;~ ~- "ciOrrelatioa." Meanwhile, DOD 
South~ Asiui COUDtries have thm far "n:sohal, • lelltative thoagb the · · ia&ist.s that the empty casket that will be 
lW~r!:d. ~-U}e accounting for miaing_ lion may-be. . . buried ia Arlington is the true 'Temaias" of 
Atn! K:iiB'T MuY families woald prefer to bow <:aptain Nelsoii. 
:o- "A. hlc.iudiag these individuals, 287 simply tliat tbe ~ baa been found at Mr. President. the qumioe remains 1111 
~ (2.45 from Vaemam, 40 from the crab Ute, ad that uideatifiable tO why such eft'orts an: made to "raolvc" 
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imacad ofviiloroasly~ 
:oaable lcacfs on Ml:As. I calm~ 
UllWa" that q1leltioD ,a. bat I am VQ'J dis­
tarbed by a furthci !!htemeat that appears 
iatbe OOD guidance oa tJaese ~DOD 
ILltea: . 

"The riaioas ax>peratioo of the .Lao 
Gma'amcatwas imtrumaltal in adairMag 
pniduaive results from this . . opera-
tion and is deeolY ~tbe U.S. 
Government. 'rlie most important 
measure by which to judge the 5llCa:ll of 
egreemcats readied tietWcca Washmgtoa 
a.adv~ to broader~ oa 
the POW/MIA isr;uc is obtaining final . 
aswers for the families of Americans 
missing in action in Southeast Asia.' 

Mr. Presidcot, u I have just pointed out 
in detail, DOD bu DOt obtained final 
answers for the families, nor can the results 
be descn'bed as truly productive, when 
~ ia p-oduoed. But this fawning ap­
preciauoa lavished upon a government 
ihat ':la well be c:ma:aling the fate of 
many MlA6 suges1s thit politia has 
been placed before Wnilies. 

Mr. President, with the able Mfi•l'aa: 
of tbe distiaguisbed Senior Senator &om 
Iowa, Mr. Gfassley, I haYC been studying 
the qucalioG ol MIAIPOWs w:ry c:beJY. 
R.eceatly, DOD granted accea to tlie 
12,000 fib oa open cases to me and Mr. 
Grassley - aa llCCCSI I am IOIT)' to uy 
which was granted reludaatly ud after 
many wcw. Mr. Grusley and e~t 
analysts oa my staff have penoaall)' spent 
more than 110 ma.a-hours reVJewiag 
hundreds of these documeats These files 
are clusified, and it is not my inteatioa to 
discuss them at this time. Of coune, these 
four cues I ha\IC beeu discussing here 
today are based upoo opea sources ud 
uacWsified documents. 

HO\YC\'U, I can say that we ha\IC fOlllld 
a aumber of problems similar to those 
c:a5C5 which I have been disami:f today. 
Although certain elements inc U.S. 
soveramelll were bitterly opposed to aa 
m~nt examiniation ol lbe cues by 
qualified iade~adent experts, I dee.J>!y 
appreciate the dforts of t~le-vel officials 
to make the documeau available to 
elected represeatatiYC& of the people for 
proper oversight purpose$. la tlie weeks to 
come, I hope that even greater access will 
be granted lo make evaluation of the cases 
go more anoothly. The American people 
will not rest uatil they are convinced that 
~i!}u~ relatial to MIA/POW' have 

act~ c1earecf up. 
Mr. President, I ask unanimous coasent 

that the unclassified DOD cable rdatiag 
to the cues of the four servicemen be 
printed in tbe Record at tbe C011clusioa of 
my remarks. . 
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Families :of M~As· have new qu·estions 
: Dis article....,.... .. die DdJ News llt'Ol190 ' 

Washington, Sept. 30, 990-Tbey arc 
• tbc forgotten ones. Fol'Jcars, lbcsc DCoolc mic foaglit 
t 'Raml bareaaaabt red &ape to fiiad CJlll 
..taar fate befell loved Ola Wlio fOllldat in 
tbc VIClDalll WIJ ad WCIC dcdaJcd}&g.. 
1ng in Ac:tioo (MIA} by tbc U.S. .,_... 

,.'lllCllL . • 
Tbcy lll'C tired. And IO, when tile 

•:govcmmcnt tclk them their-. tlicir Jmt. 
· bend. their brotbcn' rcmaim ave bcaa 

found, they bclievoc. Bcc:aUlc ., one 11111 
t .tbc doubts they do. 

"There qacstion qacstions 
'tbad,"said~~-:C.Pa. 
,.,ut you're alone. You doa't talk to otla 

families. You jmt feel yoa almolt have lo . ·:r. it, IS ninhahly ~. 90 pcrccDl of die ··csdo.r-
Tbat is also bow Mrs. Elsie King ol CaJ. 

• JIOlm, Ga.. Mrs. Karla Cana of Monroe, 
Wash. and Mr. l..awrcDce Hatley of Al­
llcmarlc N.C. fd, they Aid in inkniews 

' this week: 
• Two weeks ago, i\$ learned 
• tlaat the rcmaia ol Moriera, Jr. 
: ~Matscy'5 soa), King (Mrs, 
• s son), David' Nc1- (Karl.i's laalf 
•' er) ud Joel Hatley (Mr. Halley's 

), whicb WC1C found al • circaYllioa 
t.Uin La05, bad been~ idcDtifirAl 

- Laos is I country in so.ihcUt Asia lo-
cated DCJI lo Vlctlwn. nc U.S. gow:rl>­

said ·the foar men's «maim -.: 
at tbc .U of an alleged 1....:-...cr 
in 1-. A llclicoptcr ~the 

1 four men reportedly was bit by enemy fire 
' iii 1971 in die 11D1C area. 
t ; What the govmuncnt cid DOl tcD die 
,.. Mal.scys, Kings or Hatley& was that two 
• J'C&n ago, in • NBC· TV N"iabtly News 

lefDlent, I Uotian refugr.c saia he was in 
pnson with Dmd Nelson se\lal years after 
the Jaclicoptcr cn&h. 

Pat Mll5cy, iii lier )'CBS of hying to 
learn more about what bad bappcard lo 

. bcr son, never bad been able to learn wlao 
eke was aboard bis bclicoptcrwbcn it wall 
down March S, 197L Tbm., &lie - 1111-
awarc of the NBC broadcast or ol any rda-
00.. it 111.igbt have bad to bcr-. 
· When a reporter infonm:d Malley last 
-t about die NBC report, she -
~lbamcd. . . 

"I'm quite lhoctcd to ._. about Md­
-: Mn. Matscy said. "We were new;J" 

tl*I that ud I fr:cl at tliis eomt tbat we 
alioaid have been, e'Wm if it - jlllll I 
nmor. Had I bown tliat, tlicrc would 
~ been Olhcr qllC8iom I WOllld 11m'C 
. .-led ow:r the~· 

'l1ic report Of Nclaon'1 iiaprilomaclll ii 
~ bUquc&lioawbcdadieteeda ad 
~ baDd tMt the r.-W 11111 
~lier arc die ranains Of 1ir.r- llal..I. 

~a,Jr.,~do~~~ 
. ~ ~ ia ftrmalj pemc; a.ii. 
... la'l:r .. fulily mcaba5 aid, ad 
• 4DCIDOt loolairt llllld ba:ailll diegr.-1 

19yean.. • 
'TbC ~,(CID fll'/ ii die tcdl-J?" 

lo be '(wbca ~ed wilt 
n:cords , bai I did IMlt have this 

. informaboa," &lie llid. "'\'09 bow, 
11111 does D0t pn1VC I pell deal to 111C. 

w lctten frail blei'! dial said Jae Miil 
areaa llCrilc - With ., .a.... ._ ., .,_.ldi .• riag. 9lldiing. - --

For rcan: Elsie King attempted to fiDd 
wt more lbout the aasb and wu certain 
dial lier -. Michael, wu 5lill alive. But 
die recovery of the teeth the goveromcnt 
Yid bdoupl to her son, l)lus the cscava­
tima rcport'1 mcnlioa of Moricra's wed­
dillg ring. Wl'C what really ooovinced ber 
dial the acudiers bad iDdccd found the 
crash site. 
. - King badn't beard the doubts raised .... 
Moricra's family about the ring's coaJJ: 
tb.. ICing. DOW 73, uid the govcrnmcnt'i 
dildolUrC i5 a way for lier to bave IOIDC 
pcac:c al last, althouab &be .harbored bcr 
own doubls about dCatal · evidence. The 
~ a11ured her thal four of the 
i.ccth found bad bcloagcd to Micbacl. Y ct 
Wc:a sbc toot the dcmal :i-ra)'S to her or­
lliodontist, hc - "90 percent IUr'C" daat 
cmly oae of the tcctb muJd be Michael's. 

"Could be, could DOt be," sbc said. "To 
~~bm~ teeth arc my S011'1, · arc · I don't bow.1 really 
don't, and I really don't bow if any of 
tllo5c arc Im bonc5. I 1D1 11.ying this - I 
tlaiak group burial under these cir­
mmstances can be the oaly way out for us. 
Perhaps wc ~ to aa:ept these.• 

ThC rcmainmg objects rccovcrcd &om 
die c:iash site arc 44 bone &agmenU ud 10 
tc:dh or &agmcDl5 of tcctb die JOYC!11D1Cnl 
c:oald llOt illcntify. But, even Ulougll tliere 
Wl'C ~ or cigbt South VJCtnamCK oo 
baud thal hc~r, ~.JD'.VC~ bas 
clccidcd Nelson s ud IUtley's remains 
amt be iDdudcd in the aasb site. 

Nelson ud Hatley will now be taken off 
vf the "MIA. list. This me.ans the 
meat will DCJt rapoad to sighting~ 
of aD fom IDCD rideatificd" in the crash site, 
sanding lo Ted Sampley, who beads 
Homcroming II Project, a North Carolina 
WUsan5 group thai searches for POWs 
-t MIAs from VactJwn. 

· 'Sherry Lawrence, I spokesperson for 
die ~Ill of Defense, said tlieagcn­
C'J rca1izcs some of the remains arc Vaet­
umcac and will indudc I recopitioa of 
tbat on the bcadsloac. . 

"For wbatCYU J'e&SOll, WC Daw the rat 
of the remains M:rC American,. sbc said. 
"We 'WOUid DOI bave goae to the familiu if 
- didn't believe lhai." -

The llllCC1taint)' bas left Nelson's and 
Halley's relatiYca ~very frustrated, 
bmt be)l)lcss to do uythina: bat attend the 
poap 'burial Bat Friday at Arlill£ton 
Naitoaal Cemctcrucar Washington, f>.c. 

,.. a way, I feel like wc're beck to 
Sqaue Oac," ICarla aid. •Al far 11 rm 
cOnccmcd, be muJd Gill be alive-lie could 
U¥C died in the or be could have 
died later, bat thcrc~ cYidcnce be died 
illl die crash." 

Mr. HaUcy uid be leek the lllDC WflJ. 
~ they're uyiDg be ~~) 

-wil)a die c:rcw, IO tliCy're • biiD. 
.... this ii a way o( c:bing the boob 
- die QK," be lllMi • 

nc new iafarmadoa abom Nekola 
'MM.cs me think he beat lied to,• be said. 
9_J'ky .... aD of dae - cbcd oal, 
... , the pD'JJCJle of thiatlling. We~ Ud 
.. Dick Of rcporta dllf 6cre arcltil boys 
illl Soorbem Alia, tM he tried to bq> 
dial elf my mind. Y09 dwdl oa "'"'"hiaa 
... eaoup ad )'OU be )'Om mind." 

Jlis aoa, Dale, II.id be aill lw the u.mc 
clollbt& lbout - brother being dead that 
be cid 19 JQB ego. 

"Aa f.ai • the ~ goes ia this 
limltioa, I don't bclie¥C uJthinl•"- • 
lie said. 'They're saying lAcy're th:~ 

Nearly two years ago, John Parcels, a foriner prisoner of war, (left), 
Somdee Phommacbanb (center), and Somdee's friend, Tom Rother 
(right) waited patiently in a congressional bearing room in hopes that 
Somdee would be allowed to teU the Col!gressmen what be bad seen 
in Laos. Somdee was not allowed to spealt. · · 

withthe~tion ... that's • inoae 
car and out the otla. My~'t 
~in 19 _ye.an.• 

But all will con-e at Arlington 
Ccmdcry this Friday to bonor their JiJvled 
ones. . 

"I'm going DOI necessarily because I 
believe bC's ~ing lo be buried, it'1 more IS 
a memorial, Karla said. "It's u honor to 
be buried in that cemetery, it's u honor to 
be mcmorializcd there. He deserves it -
but I don't bow that it's actually bim. • 

Lawrence Hatley said be'1 png,·"bc­
causc my family thiDb it'1 the thing to do. 
I dread it, I - ~ about a, bat it 
seems like they're all saying wc liave DO 
choice." 

Mrs. Killlt <bcn'bcd bcr feelings about 
the _pcndingburial IS •sweet agony." 

The source ol families' doUbt.s is Som. 
dee Phommacbanh, a former Royal Lao 
Army member who rougbt .lbc Southeast 
Asian CommUDisu. When be~ on 
the NBC N"tgbtly New1 report m 1988, hc 
was a janitor at a Tcc:mDseb, Ncbruka 
aclaoo1.. 

.Pbommacbenh was a captive of the 
Communists, but was used as a medical or­
derly bccausc be spoke I lil:tlc English. 
Oac ol tlie prisoacrs be II.YI hc toot care 
of Wiii David Nc1soG, wlio the l..aotiaa said 
be buried when tlie American . died 

=~aft~~~pm-
crMb. -IK:opta'"""'"" 

la the NBC report, Phommrianh -
lllAc to pic;t oal a _,. before~ 
pic:ar-c of Ndloa from I calJiF of 10 
other aenic:cmen wlaOIC pliotoa were 
paailed in .... f'asllicll. 
~ after the ICplClll - ~ 

cast, ~. f'hccnmidianb Wiii inler-
rogalcd by cmJ>!oyccs of tbc DcfmlC 
DepartmcDt's I>Cfcmc lntdliaencc Agen­
cy (I>~)1 Yariom sourcu u.ic[ AftcrwWd, 
lie WOUIO DO longer spcU lbout what be 
bad 1CCD in tbc camp. He lti11 U- in 
Ncbnsb but ii.DO loaicr employed &I thc 
scbool janitor. A ~ officUI said be 

coetiaacs lo awid discussing m Laotian 
. with 

~~a ~cs-based 
producer ol a BBC tclcvmon doc:wnco­
tary about U.S. POWs in Laos tbat aired 
Oil American television in 1987 uid inci­
dents Ii.kc tbis bave prevented other 
Laotians &om tcllina their stories. 

"This is OllC of die first tbinp - dis­
~ wbCll talkina to Laotian refugees 
bcre ud aro1111d tlic world," he said. 
"WbcDCYCr the U.S. ~ mainly 
the DIA, fOUDd out 50lllCCllC WIS telling I 
story, something awful would happen, 
llOlllCOllC would dcsccnd OD him ud start 
lhFcalcning. Thar is c:ertaiDly the case Tr'itb 
Somdcc." . 

Landreth interviewed PltM!marhanb 
for his documcntuy. The DIA sought to 
persuade the producer later that be bad 
recanled his ~~-~ Landreth said that 
- DOl so. ~ in fact. provided 
Pbommac:hanh'1 name to the NBC -
aew for the llCtWIJrt ICplCllt 

Sampler. contcad1 tbal tbe 
~ smotM:saremorc for- rcd-
111& • 

"There ii a movelDClll afoot by the Bush 
Administralioa to Im)' the POW/MIA is.Aac 
to rea,• Sampley said. 'They're llOt iden-
tifying spic, l they're ac:coanting ud 
they~ • iuolcJY for politic:al reasons." 

The CUC Dcpartmcnt'i; 1..awrcnc:e 
woaJd mot aimmc::Dl OD uytbing lbout 
Pbcwnmac:ha!lb or about aythingSampky 
said. 
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