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Kingsman reports on Lamson 719 
On the morning of March 20. 1971, I was nying as 

Chalk 2 behind Maj. Jack B:irkcr. Color 6, in a night of 10 
UH- I Hs Oying from Kile S;rnh to :1 PZ near FSR [3rown in 
Laos. 

B Company, IOlst Aviation Ba((alion's traditional oil 
sign was "Kingsmen," but we were "Color" during LJmson 
719. 

As was the case in mo~il inst;inu:s. I really didn't know 
all the details ;.is to what had or wli:tt was happening :is we 
he::idcJ out to e:~tracl more ARVN, who wc.:re sun-oundcJ. 
By this time 1n the oper;.ition (si.\ wL"d: s) it seemed t.:vl'ry 

• PZ and LZ was hot in Laos, s9mc JUSt hotter th::in otht:rs . 
On the way out, we got on top or' what I thought was 

smoke from a rec::nt Arc Light. l h:1,e .;;ince read in Keith 
Nolan'.~ book "Into Laos ." 11 (.'oulJ have been a naval 
smoke screen. 

As we approached the PZ. we kept about a one- to two­
minute separation. We were no longer setting our aircraft 
down, but rather coming to a hover in the PZs and holding 
until the crew chief and/or gunner said we were lo;.H.kd . If 
we sat down. we'd be swanned by the ARYNs and nut be 
able to take off. 

Lead, Maj. Barker, rolled· left off the smoke. It was hard 
to keep him in sight as the air was hny from all the bomb­
ing . 

About 90 sc.:l·o11ds Inter I dropped the colkct1vt· .11H.J 

:ictu:illy skirtd the smoke band on the way down, kc.:ep111g 
the airspeed al abuut 120. I lost sight of the lead ship. hut 
had the PZ in sight. Not long after I started rny descl'nl. it 
appeared as it' the whole area around the PZ stanc.:ll 
sparkling -- 111uzzk na.~hes from everywhere. 

See AIRCRAFT, Pagl' 2J 

Dustoff picked up all five wounded 1 
Conti1111edfrom Page 21 

"You picked.up live in that time''" 
I was incredulous. 

"Yep, those guys down there have 
got their sierra together. Let's go 
home." 

Amen to that! 
The U.S. adviser thanked Dennv 

and his crew profusely as we turnc~ 
east and climbed out. ·· 

Four hundred pounds, '-15 minutl'~ 
- ic was going to be close. 

Ooh took the controls for thl' rlight 
back, and 15 minuces later we s;.iw th·: 
lights of B::in Me Thuot. 

I called in. "Operations. Fako11:: 2 
and 9 <1re inbound, ETA is three Zl'ro 
Le:id is a little.: short on gas. Thi ~; 011·~ 

is going to be real close." 
The fuel gauge showed 250 

pounds . 
"Understand 2. Keep us ac1v1si:J ." 

s::iid Cart. Giordano. 
The Dustoff shir was lighter anti 

foster than our Charlics. so 1l w;1.-; 

quite a ways :ihcad of us. 
"Falcon 2, this is Dustoff 63 

WeJth<:r is good all the way back . 
We're switching to tower freq 1H)w 
Thanks ag:iin for coming out." 

~ 
"Grc:at ;oil, 6J. l'Jll us ;tnyt1n1t: 

ec you 1n thl' club." 
Click. click 
The first nicker on the 20-minuic 

ght. B::in Me Thuoc still looks a mil, 
. .. .. ·- ·· -·· 

lion miles away. 
l can't stand it. I'm so tense I have 

to do something, so I take the con­
trols back from Bob. 

Then, the CO's distinctive voice 
"Falcon 2, this is Stagecoach 6." 

Maj. Owen had been a gunship 
pilot during his first tour. He knew 
who was nying lace, and who rn1gh1 
be in trouble - ::ind he cared. 

Just under 150 pounds . 
"This is 2, go :ihead." 
"D'o you w::int us to send a slid 

with fuel to meet you on the road' 1" 

A night landing to an unseCLJl'l'ci 
arc:i, with lots of r.ashing ligh::; lr0::1 
two helicopters - noc my idea or :l 
good ti me.: . 

"Ah·h·h, '.IOl! might li;ivc: lht:J\1 
stan getting re:iuy, just i11 cast:. St;i!_'.t:· 
co:.ich 6. We ' re :ibout two-zero out, 
and the fuel light just carne on " 

"Roger 2. we're standing by," 
came b:1ck ~ laj. Owen. 

Exec pl fer the whine :tnd the.: 
wh\)p·whop . it ,Jrc is qt!iet in ht·1 1: 

"Chief, huw i'lI has :inyone gut:c:1 
into your ful'I light 1 " 

"C:ipt. Cunningham used 11 ni!n· 
utc-; coming b:ick from l!Jppy V:1:!cy, 
but th;1t was 111 the J:iytirne." No unt· 
laughc:J at D:ive ·s ;oke. 

Twc: Ive minutes into the I ight; 
eight minutes left. 

Therl', !··on see the lights on the 

., ~ 

landing strip. Bouncing just under 
I 00 now. Is that gauge accurate? 

Oh me, oh my, pucker factor is 
WAY UP. 

It's funny, the things you think 
about. I'm back with the Air Force 
recruiter, and he's telling me to swy 
in school, get my degree, and then I 
can come ny with them. 

I should h:ive listened, I coulc.J be: 
doing 500 knots right now ... 

Sixteen minutes. I hate to, but dog· 
leg just a bit south to avoid the mo"! 
heavily populated areas or the city 
and angle in to the strip from high 
abuvc . 

Fifty pounds, give or take: Wl''rc 
high and f:ist on the appro:1cli. JUS\ 111 
ca.~e - but it's so fast that we shoot 
right p:ist the ta.\iway turnoff' 

It takes almost :ill of rhc.: 2.500 -i'P•.•t 
runway to get storped." 

I'm soaked in swent, shivering 
colc.J, and nearly frozen on thl' con­
trols as we settle onto the runway. 

Nobody said a word. We rnade it. 
Nearly eight hours uncil the: nt':\t 

mission . 

ED !TOR'S NOTE: Dcc11c:n!ec1 to 
Joel Erick.son, Puul Dollk, Duve 
Nachtigoll, and Cal ~cruin, the 
crew of Falcon 484, 'who were losl I 
when their gunship wen! down 

~eu ~ Nho Tr~ing on Feb. 23, J 9'70c~.::-: _.J 
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Aircraft took.hits at perimeter of PZ 
Conrinuedfrom Page 22 clouds. We crossed our fingers and headed for Khe Sa11!1. 

Lead did not report o.ny information on the PZ. Later I Jusc after re:iching che cloud base, I believe it co be abuu1 
found out it was receiving he;ivy fire and made :i go- 4,000 to 4,500 AGL (I couldn't see - every1hin~ was 
around. smoky), it felt :1s if someone h:id punched me betwc:en tlic 

We didn't receive any hits until we were right al the eyes . 
perimeter of the PZ. Because l w;.is coming in hot, in order As my se11scs ca1ne back l found us in a Jivi: heacl :11~1 
to slow down, l stood Lhe bird on its t:iil and pulled in all what seemed tu be strnight down. l pulled bal.:k on tlie 
the pitch l coulJ. cyclic and stJrtt·d to pull in power when I noticed most or' 

Al this time l could see the ARYNs through my chin the instrument panel was gone and all I had was !light i\~ k 
bubble, crouching in the middle of che PZ with no It seemed thin~s were happening [asta 1lla11 I cuuld 
we:ipons. comprehend . Tile images impressed on my mind a.re: ~ty 

Al the same lime, all hell broke r.:.":;-:0;~.S.T"·:~·;- ... .- _ ::~;.,,::'i·\Wt~7:~·.·7;;~-·--:-;:::·-~:: :. \'.\ co-piloc, Ed Cash, was slu111pc·:..I 
loose inside the bird. It sounded I· ; . , :.; 1 ~.··'.: ,,·, .... :;·:j: ·~::~:_· ;:>.,:-.:\. >:-!., '.·:':., .~: .. ~ .. over in his seat: I thuu~ il t Ile· 

~~difweu~e~~l~~~gh~~ t~eh~~/t~~ f . . _· It S~~n~·e_,d th~~ -oas. \Vere hap·-.--.. _.• co~~eb:~~;;:;ietd in front ofbut!1 
of tJ)e bird. j of us w:is blnwn oul. l".\'1!11 t!1, 

My co-pi101, WO Edw.ird R. pening faster than I could CClller pc-~! i'or the Wllllhl11cld 

Cash, jerked back as both of our h d Th · was gone . Wires were dang! t! !<:'. 
greenhouse windows shnllered _ compre en . e images :111d sparking from the uppc·r ~·c lll 
Cush cook a round through his in1pressed on ffiy mind are: trol panel. 
flight suit leg, but it nt:ver l tried talking to Smith :i11d 
touched hi~ ~kin. My co-pilot, Ed Cash, was Perales with no results . 1 curnrd 

Cash, a former Green Beret for slumped over in his seat·, l lO see Smith looking ;1t ll\C Wilk · 
two tours, hnd his M-16 with eyed und tnlking, but I i.:ould 1101 
scope slung over his seat. A thought he could be dead. hear him. With the rudios all Olli, 
round entered the eye piece and I s_houting became our communic:1 · 
exited the side or the scope. The windshield in front of uon. 

More rounds came! through lhe both of us was blown OU t. I noticed a big hole about Ille 
radio controls and instrument size of a foolball going into the· 
panel. transmission wall, which didn · 1 

The crew chief, Spec. 4 Lyle C. help my conlidc!nce any. 
Smith (now deceased), and gun-~~----------- --------·-··-- · L:ilc! r Smilh said we received 
ner, Spec. 4 Roger L. Peniks, were sl100ting ;ind hollering un :iirburst in 1·ronl ol the bird, thought to be from a 37m111 
to keep moving. r;idJr-controllnl :,!.u11. The bl:ist knocked C:ish, Per;1ks a11d 

Still ta.king hils. I rolled t11c no:...: u\ er Jlld r:idioed Chalk me out. I slu111pl: •. I forw:-ird and pusl1i:d the bird into a di v·: 
3 not to follow my p.ith in .is the N VA wae righl on the Sm 1th s.iicl he· w;is forced bad against the " ;ill :11h! 
edge: of Lhe PZ. Our climb-oul was 10 lhc c!J~t. could11't gl!t forward, •1nJ th;1t 's when f c11nc too 

Smith and Perales got out 011 th..: sl:iJs 10 ass..:ss the d:im· Thae, right 1n fru111 of us, was a hill1op, FS13 De!t<i I . :\1 

uge . They rcponed we were h11 nurncrou -; umes through the the time I thOL1g li 1 it was FSB Del l:i _ This \Jter CJusnl ;1 11 '. 
ta.ilboom and rounds h:id come out th..: t;:il rolor dri ve sh ;ift tie problem wh1 .. :h could have bel'n L11:il for 11s. 

· housing . We also wl'.re streami11g ful'.! . We we ri: to e v;1cu:1te 1his FSB l:i1.: r 111 till! d:1y :111i:1 .,, , .. 
- I c:illed leod, lvL:ij . Bark..:r. and 1oid :um we would be! e v;icu ;1 1ed 1hi: i'ir) : PZ This lircb;1sc h;.id ;ibuut '100 .-\R'/\ , 
climbing to aliitude and heading back 10 Khe S:1 nh with the 
wounded bird. I don't rec:ill him answ..:n11g . 

We lost our UHF :ind YHf rJd1us, :is it Sc!cmcd cvi:1-y­
thing quic!ted down e:c,cept for fM _ Ch:i!k 3 aircr:.ilt com· 
m;inder WO Gene Ha:ig 011d ChJIK ·l J1rcr;ift co1111n:i1hkr 
WO Tom Hill went in low level ;1(tcr :ny c:ill :inJ were 
both ;ible to pick up troops anJ gr1 ou t 

Ch:ilk 5 :iircr:.ift commandi:r WO 8ru..:..: Sible y w:is h11 
by something la.rger than :in RPG_ Ht: crJshed shon of the 
PZ. l didn'l !ind out :iboul thi) until tile ~rcw w:i:; rl'Sl'L:cd 
by C1pt. Willis E. Wulf. our reL·uvi:ry sl11p 

Our attention w:is on our cnppkd Jir~ r:.ift. We deciL!i:d 
we would pick up Rou1e 9 onJ lly righl at the b;ise of lhe 
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on il Jlld \vd .) l_I', l'il'llll IJl\: r in thl' J;1 y:-O tily J few )L:rvivu! ·, 
ever made tl b.1ck to Vie1n:-irn . This cou111 c:11tlc i"ro::~ " l11 t .. 1 

L:ios ." 
We wi:re :1utorutJti 11g . r'\s we nossed over the pi:ri11lt'lc' :. 

we slJrteJ rccc1v1ng hi: :1vy sntJll J.rn1 s !-ire_ Thi :; b.:)i: w:h 
surruu 11dL!cJ by N\'.-\, who WL!re right up ;1gai ns t tlie p..:nllll'· 
tc r. 

As soon :1s t~:..: ~l\1J:i touched 1he ground. I bo1101:1i:d ~h ,· 

p1 1di. l wJsn't gu1 n ~ 10 1:ike the ch:ince of 1lo:11i n~ :lion:~ 
:ind gl'tlint: ~11111 ;11 :111y mo re th:in wt: ni:..:deJ \Vi: slid 
some. bu1 !ht: su:-!".:c·.: 11 ;1s k vi:!. We: conti nued t:i l\ing he;1\') 
ti re from th~ riglll s1dL' or lhe bird . 
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ARYN s rush aircraft from a b·unker 
Continued from Page 23 PZ. I told Singletary and St. John we were~ on FSB Delco , 

Cosh and Smilh both got out very quickly. Suddenly, I but they couldn't see a helicopter on the ground. He asked 
heard a burst from an M-16 right behind my head. for a long count nnd homed in on us on Delt a I. 

The ARVNs had rushed the bird from a bunker on the I told Bill il was gelling very hot with sm:ill ;u: 1~ .-; Jnd 
left side and were pinning Perales 1n the bird. He was able mortars and that he should break off and not risk 11. He 
to have them back off whe.n he fired toward them over their replied with a chuckle and said he would come in low level 
heads. from the north. · . 

Cash had gotten around and helped him take off the M- As he was about to break over the edge of Della I, we 
60 and as much ammo a~ they could carry. The three of were to give him a mark. I distinctively remember hl!aring 
them headed to a trench about 30 or 40 yards away that had both the bird ;ind the shooting increasing ste:idily :1s he 
been bulldozed out. approached. 

I was crawling for the tren_ch . ,, :, . . ,.,. 1, : · _. , , • .• ··' ... .., • •• •••.• _, . •. . • As soon as he broke ovn the 
•• • 0 • 1. ' '" · ·~· " '- I• " r"·'"~ ·· l.1 .' • ; '"' ,. ... ·1t,;·\.,; ~. • ,•;. .. , , iJ,. ' ' .. , • · , · 

when I remembered I Hadn't · . "':: '[:' .,:· ~\· :,: _· >· : :: .~;<; .;1:-:~•f,;_: .. :.(.'.. ·; :_ .:-:.::"~:~:. ·,':·: •·.':edge and came into view, S11111h 
pulled the self-destruction handler .... ··:': .::.' _:•'.:'_:.> ·; ~\~:> _ ;:".:':~.: .. ,. '. · ;- :,.:~_.-'::~.:\::::· :~ :.";:._::; ;; jumped Ollt of the bunker onW his 
on the. scrnmbleL I di~n 't think . . ·:· r· "t·, _" .. l ... d .. •B' 'i· 1· ·. ~-:1• ·-:1 . ::•; ; .... :-;· ;,· .:,~t ... 't'\ ,yi'.::.:r :~--~· :~~~J knees_ holdi~~ his. M-16 O\'\'f his 
about il no! working Wilh all llle .° l ll W3$ ge 10g ·.• j:;''.i~~ head 111 a "T fash1011 lO mark our 
damag: "."eh.ad taken . I remcm · very hofwith s·mall cU"ll-}'S:and;.:.( positi~n for Singktnry . H.c 
ber sho'Ot1ng it about four or fl Vl! · . . _. · .· : · couldn t hnve been in th al pus1-
times with my M-16. mortars and that he Sh OU ld ;_· · > ti on for more than a few seconds 

Cra.wli _ng for the trench, I break off and not risk it He . when the. dirt ·all around him 
rolled in and lnnded on top of an · !!Xploded from sm:i ll ;1rms f1 rL" 
ARYN soldier with n bandaged , ,. replied With a chuckle and Thinking the worst, I figured 
bloody leg. He kt out a hell of a "d h Id . l he was dend or wounded b:idly 
yell. Sal e WOU Come 10 OW and that this would c:iuse us nol 

Cash had nlready ~Otten the CE level from the north. to escnpe. Precty s.elfish or me 
and gunner set up with the M-60 when I look back .it 11. 

on the western edge of the 15 Smith, from a prone position, 
yard-long trench. They were sup- held his M-16 up again to give a 
pressing fire from the closest · mark - he wasn ' t hit. Why. I'll 
perimeter. , never know. I believe our guardian angels were working 

I had my survival vesl on with lhc portable emergency overtime this day. 
radio that put out a beeping sound on guard. When I lis· Eitha Single1ary or St. John said he had marked us. 
tened, all l .could hear were 01hcr beeps from eitho::r other Whether lhcy told us to take off running to tile bird !hat 
downed aircraft or jamming by 1111: NV,\. w:is going 1u wuch about 20-30 yards from us or it was 

This trench had about 15 or 20 ARVNs in it - with no inslincli ve!y lite only thing to do, I can't recall . 
Wt.!:\pons. except one ARYN ol'f1ct:r -.vith a pis1ol. Thi:'..y had We did knnw we h;id to be the firs! ones to 1he bird •.H it 
given up 1·1ghting and were waiting to be w11hdr:\wn . At the would bt• overload<:d with ARYNs. 
far end of lhe trench was the ARYN officer with a PRC 25 The following sounds like something ou1 of :i Juhn 
FM radio . Wayne mov ie. 

Even though I didn't spe:ik Vict11 :1me.~e. I convinced that As Singlcli1ry was naring hard to slow dowr., ;ill fol:r of 
ARYN I wns going to use the r:1d1 u for awhile . I should us took off rn:1 11 ing to where we thQllgbt we could jump on 
have tnken his pistol too, as he g:1 \' ~· rne the impres ~ion he withoul the bird s!Opping. 
might t1se it to get his radio ba<: k. As we r:111 we were shooting unJL' r 1he

0

b i rd'~ pi.1tl1 :11 1he 
I called on our company frn1u crli.:y, but d1Jn'1 g~·1 n f:.ir pai111e1n 10 suppress the increasc:d fire , !3ill never ttJd 

response . Now the mortars st:irteJ L·o1n1ng in. !t was osy to to stop :is we: Jumped on. r was the last. 
see they were working the hill top to try 10 t:ike out th~ When I jumped to get on, the bird was going up. ~!y 
bird . che .~t hit the noor of the bird and knocked the wind out of 

Afier some time . I recei ved a n: ~p\J n s e on th e rnd io fr om me. ThL" vcrx 11nt thing I felt was someone (I think it wJs 
"Kingsmen 69," CWO Bill Singkt:iry, Chalk 6, wi1h crew the CE DilknJL'r ) gr:ib my coat by 1he b::i ck of my ·h 111l -
members WO Joe St. John , CE S~ '.. Bill Dillcndc: r, and de rs anJ li1 n :dlv throw me across 1t1e bird . I rcac!1eJ uul 

cJoorgunne r Pfc . Joh n Chubb. (L:.JIL"r til Jt day. Dillender nnd rn> ri ght :1 rn1 .i nd c:iught the back of Singletary's seat or I'd 
Chubb, C::ipl. John Dugan :incl M:ij . !3:irker wer'! shot down have bc :: n Li:ick out lhc other side. 
and listed as MIA's. Evcntu:illy !11L" ir st:ilus was ch:in ged to As l came abo:1rd Singlelary pulled fn ni l the power he 
KIA BNR.) had and nosed over, st::iying as low as possible until we 

Singlc:tary's bird had also been hit :ind couldn't rl]_:ike 1he See ALL SIX, Pagt 27 


