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center. The Khmer Krom are 11lso1'.allegcd • 
. on occasion to ! eat' their victims~ 1 livers. 
•. With such worthies on his side, In.Tum- 1 

onQ of the few Cambodian militaty com­
mahders who customarily moves forward 
.instead of bac~ward-hus cleared, large 1 

· portions of Routes 6 and 7, tw~ other 
l vital roads to Phnom Penh. t ' 

1 
ii.~ a result, ! the capital . itself.! seems 

~i l(,'8S1 .nervous th1ln it did 'earlier this year. 1 
I~ Then, the Communists l not only had a 
'' · sfninglehold on all the': major highways 

lc;H.ling to the capital but raided Phnom 
Penh airport and caused eonsiderable 

· 1 damage. Last ·iveek, by co~parison, as 
1 .,Cambodians celebrated ;their: Nevy Year, I 

i · :·t11ei city seemed far removed from the 
,' " chaos of thei · countryside~ Children I , 

fllu).'ed games ~n the wide streets and j • 
. .. pk'llSant parks; Stores1 and embassies 

were ' closed. Many 1 residents had left: 
" the'. · city for their· favorite recreation I · 

• '. ! spo~s. · Altogeth~r, for a :visitor from Sai-
·' .gon, it was an '.idyl of quiet,' a4ttc.ist bu-

' · ·colic, charm. The onlt nasty m0ment 
I : Caine when hurldieds 0 , troops On , guard 
:• in the city. began to 6.re their weapons ( 

.. ~ 'in' carefr~ cel~brat~on of the hOliday, 
i ~;iking everyo*e up: and leading• some 

, \ ;to· believe that the capital was iunder 
'attack. i ·i ..,. 

• · Well-Fed~ Th~ consensus, in fact: is that 
.Phnom Penh has more ~o fear from eco­
nomic and political instability than from i 
the North Viettjamese. While a good rice 1 

harvest has kept the population generally 
well-fed, inflatfon and ·~ sagging 1 econ­
omy .constitute major causes for concern. 

' Moreover.,co~ptlon in'. the ~nnY. 'and a I 
, continued dragging of heels in the for­
• mulation of a new, democratic oonstitu- ' 

. lion have alrea.4Y proven to be cause for l 
covert protesf -on the part of sttidents 

,; and intelleotuals. As yet, the diseontent 
i~ not a serioui, problem, but Lori Nol- , , 
or someone else-will haye to take con- 1 

crete measures to head it off. ' l 
· Whether L6n Nol is the man 'to act 
boldly remains : open to question. ;In his 
absence, Acting Premier Sirik Matak ap­
pears to have i ingratiated himself with 
the Americans J>y making a few reforms 
in' the military ~tablishment and by prov­
ing to be a bit more malleable than Lon 1 · 
Nol. "I think he did an excellent job," a 
top-Jevel U.S. 1 official told me: "He 
bro\lght a ronstderable amo\mt of order • 
~to a somewhat disorderly situation." 

In his abse~ce, 'however, Lon Nol 
. seems to have lo!tt none of his consider­
able populariti with the midd{e: class, 
the young peopJe and the army. Though 
he seems colorless to most Westerners, 
Cambodians see him as· the quintessen­
tial. Khmer and revere him for his role 
in ousting Sihanouk. But Lon Nol has not 
entirely recovered from his stroke, and 
there has been .some talk that he '.might 
becc>me a figurehead Chief of State; while 
Sirik Matak actually runs the ' coup~ry. It 
is an interesting notion, but such practical 
solutions are not always easy to attain in 
\ndochina. And so it is equally •likely 
bit the leaders of Cambodia will be 
r....._.-.. 1 .... ...... fi.- /..., .nn.n•1nuo murlrllinN' thrnuC.h 
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For, months, Nguyen Cno Ky had man- . 
·aged 'to supprcs:i; his natural talent for i 
shooting from the lip. But liLo;t week, the : 
South Vietnamese Vice President could i 
CQnt11i11 himself no lonl(er,. nnd he su.d­
denly opened up with n verbal fusillade I 

,. ,"1tt.ainst .his nominnl boss; Pr~ident Ngu- ; 
!' .yen Van Thieu. By the time he had : 

~stopped talkinJt, the campaign for next 
1
: 

·fall's Presidential election in South Viet­
. nam was in full swing-and Ky had cala- II 
pulled himself into the position of being 1 

. the chief rival for Thieu's job. . '! 

• t • " •Asked by a .reporter during an im-
promptu press con_fcrence whether ho-1 
i~ended to be a c~didate, Ky replied: 

.. 
"'' r I· -
~ ~ l&ii. 

--~ 

·."It is possible." , Then, wit·hout nch1ally~ 
naming Thieu, the 40-year-old Vice Pres- I 
iclent went on to· leave little doubt about I 
hi~ designs on the Presidency. Ridiculing 
Thieu's claim to victory in .the recent j ~~ " ... .... :-r .,; 
Laotian invasion. Ky declared: "You 1 . • .~._., ...: • 

'1isked why did 'we not have a victory 1 'i5i,: ~, .~-r -~ 
parnde n.{ter our: succcss~ul campaign in I ~ · .., .".'.t'"""'-; ;· •;·, • · ~·., -~-~<;:-... ~ 
Cambodia last year? We did not have 1 • <I · Al' 

to, you know, because it was 'a real l" Ky anti wirc:;'Shooti°rig. from the lip 
• , victory. As . to wh)l we had a 'victory i' 

parade in Hue for the recent campaign i.o; only one way-a , political solution." 
in lower Laos; I think you shO'uld. ask the Reaction to JCy's . ·sallies was mixed. 

· President." • ."We all know : 'that Ky is the Martha 
'Secret Agent': Trading on a growing Mitchell of Viii.tnam," commented one 

· anti-Americanism, Ky also had some :· American, and :;a U.S. Embassy official 
barbed remarks for the U.S. He warned 1 in Saigon dismissed Ky's verbiage as 
Washington to keep "hands off" the Pres~ "politlcs, pure pqlitics."· But there seemed 
idential Clcction and complained about t to he little doubt · that 1 Ky had gotten a 
the "obsolete equipment" the U.S. was / serious hearing• in at least one quarter: 

• supplying the South Vietnamese Air f Doc Lap Palace-, the. residence of Presi­
. Force. "We have only ,the .. old trainer, ·1 dent Thieu. "In the past," said one 

the A-37. This is for women. This is not knowledgeable Vietnamese, 'Thieu ' ~· 
, a .lighter plane. We cannot light N~rth 1 missed the threat of Ky and considered 
,, Vietnam, with its MIG-2ls." Then Ky I Gen()ral; Minh ~ his strongest possible 

turned his rhetorical shotgun on Sen. challenger. NoW. he is beginning to real-
George McCovehl, with whom he is con- I izc that his o~ Vice President is the 
.ducting a Imig-distance feud. Reeently, main worry in ~~e October elections ... 
McGovern implied that Ky was involved ' ' , 
in smuggling opium. Hotly denying the I· Departing Words 

· ~ charge, Ky retaliated by branding Mc-' ' 
Govern "a secret agent of jntemational I A quiet, schofa~ly-looking man, Gerald 
Coplmunism." Added Ky: "'The day he ' Hickey arrived~: in Saigon fifteen years 

. comes here, I will kick him out personal- ago . .Since· then), he has come ·to be re. 
' ly. He has nd proof that I am involved garded as 'one rof .the1 most thoughtful 

L" , fn · smuggling,: but we all have the proof and informed u::s. observers of the Viet-
Jhat he is a Communist." nam scene. Fir$t as an acatmie (bis 

In the view 'of most obseryers, Ky's "Village in .Vietnam• was · landmark 
blasts at Thieu :and the U.S. were part study) and now as a resear er for the · 
of an attempt to. impress the South Viet- Rand Corp. think tank, the 4S.:year-old 
namese electora.te with his fearless in-

1 
Hickey h8S gai11ed a depth and duratibn 

dependence. For some time, most experts of experience ~ Vietnam· matched . by 
have believed that the major political few Americans;:; Now; after all these 

• threat. to Thieu would come from Duong years, ·Hickey Js preparing to . return 
. Va.n (Dig) Minh, a popular ex-general home, and last . week he reviewed his' 

who has been expected to nm as a peace years in Vietnam with Ni:ws~·s Kev-
' candidate. But : since last weelc, they in Buckley in his bool::-lined aparbnent 

haven't ~ so, sure. For Ky, who has in Saigon. Belo~, exceJ]>ts: · ' ' 
bw1t his rei)utation as one of South Viet-
nam's leading hawks, was obviously bent These books ~haunting. You iook at 
on stealing some of Big Minh's thu~der. the old boob and I magazines and 

· "The lint thing we should hy to achieve ' read about tfte :so-called new strategjes. 
Is to find ways to stop the fighting," 1 One h~ (French Ce>. Jac<1uesJ U,.. 

-----JW:~waJ.11LOHae.:."W!0 

Hc'1llry declared. "There 1 clerc saying that he is building a new 

. ' Vietnamese Army, and there are pictures I 
of people training in Da Lat arid in Hanoi. · 

. The sense of deid vu is overwhebnipg. . , 
It's the same war, the same old war. j 

The French f~mght and left. And the · 
Americans fought and ·are leaving-but I 
the· war goes on. The French had their 
pacification programs, and we have had 
our paci6cation programs. But the Viet 
Cong infrastructure is still there, and . · 
[the CommWlists) show all the signs of 

. being capable of reviving themselves. 
Through the years, the same strategies 
have been used with different names but 

· the same old mistalces have been made . 
Turnover: Why have these mistakes 

been· ·repeated? For one thing, there is 
a lack of instil'Utional memory in th~ 
American organization in Vietnam. Any 
lessons learned here have not been trans- ~ l 
mitte<l to people who followed • the 
people who )earned the lessons. This is 
due primarily to the short tours of duty, 
the rapid turnover of people. The one-
year tour-especially for people in com-
mand jobs or tunning programs-has been 
disastrous.· A person comes in, works 
hard for a year and then leaves, giving 
the job to someone else with no experi-
ence. Most Americans come to Vietnam 
With no firsthand experience here and 
want to do a good job. They set about 
inventing lire and inventing the whee.I . 
and making all sorts of new discoveries. 
By the time they 'have learned enough 
to do some good, it is time to leave. 

Another major reason for the repeated . 
mistakes is a built-in proclivity, almost · . 
detennlnation, to emphns~ the positive • 
no matter how bad the news. I ean't 
think of any time it has been admitted 
that something went wrong. This is due 
in large part to the official reporting sys­
tem. The reports are called progress re­
ports. So you report progress. Part of'.the 
style of the whole American effort here . 
hao; been to have an optimistic postUre. 
The result is that you do not admit that 
a program is floundering. What happens 
is that people get rewarded for not tell­
ing the truth. 

Mencf'ic:ant The resettlement of the 
montagnards is a classjc example of a pro­
gram that has failed before: the forc:ecI 
relocation of people into larger settle-' r 

ments"Without regard for the wants ~d 
desires of the people themselves. Sonae- • 
how there L§ a notion that thU is. a . good 
thing-to put people under government 
control. But this view ignores the social , ' 
disruption, the demoralization of the peo7 , 

pie and creation of a listless. mendicant 
mentality._If this nlan continues, the mon­
tagnard.o; will end up as an imooverished 1 

people living on the fringe of V1etnamese 1 
society-like 'SOme of the worst examples 
of American Indians. ' 

As for'Vietnamization. it is spllciotls to 
argue one side or the other. 1here is 
evidence on both sides. We will oot 
1mow if it can .worlc until the Vietnamese 
military looks over its shoulder and sees 
no Americans there. When there are no 1 

' 

Americans here, then we will bow if • 
Vi<rtnamizatioo can work.. 


