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Vesteraa .... Nov 27th, from 2:30 to '1:30PM Skip Bqt'•J 
and I went over the 17 Maw 71 crash of Phoenix 22, WOl David 
Soyland and his crew with Bob Destatt, an intelligence analyst 
in tne Defense Intelligence Agency's Prisoner of War/ Missing 
in Action Office. As a reminder. Skip was Redskin 15 C0/158) 
from Dec 70 to Dec 71, was the lead Cobra over the extraction 
sight, and his eyewitness statement is in Soyland's MIA 
file. I got interested because I saw Sowland's name while 
looking up ~arker's MIA data, that I sent to you, and 

.....--because of that picture of C/158 that was in the 6th issue 
of the Kingsmen newsletter. . .. and because Soyland always 
wore white T-shirts, which I'll explain later. 

Destatt is a retired Warrant Officer that spent his 
military career in intelligence. had two tours in RUN Cone 
in II Corps with the 173d Abn and one in I Corps with the 
2~th Corps Headquarters), and was personally touched bw the 
braver~ he read in the numerous statements in Soylands file. 
Destatt has recieved permission to write a storw about this 
shootdown and will begin in Januarw with DoD and the family's 
approval. · 

On 17 Ma ... 71, Butler was team lead of 'f Cobras tha·t 
inserted a CCN 8 man recon team near the Laotia~ border 
about 10 KM southwest of Mai Loe. He had covered the 
insertion and was in Quang Tri on standby when CCN control 
bounced his team back into the AO because the recon team 
was in contact and had dead and wounded. Because of the 
heav~ contact, the decision was made to extract the team. 
One aircraft was to bring out the casualties and the other 
the rest of the team. 

f\'f"'f Soy land's aircraft was flying bat ta 1 ion reSUPPl':il missions 
~~OJ~'~u~when he responded to a call on guard for slicks to help with 
~~ ~1 ~~c an extraction. !his explains to me wh~ there were~ crswmembers 
t ··*\'• ~ from 3 companies: · 
· r"' .. ~ -t~· 
,~ ~", WOl 

WOl 
SP5 
SP~ 

David P. Sowland, Aircraft Commander 
Dale A. Pearce, Pilot 
Harold D. Parker, Crew Chief 
Garry E. Allcorn 

C/158 
A/158 
C/158 
D/158 
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Yesterday, Nov 27th, from 2: 30 to '1: 30PM Skip Bt1t J arJ 
and I went over the 17 May 71 crash of Phoenix 22, WOl David 
Soyland and his crew with Bob Destatt, an intelligence analyst 
in the Defense Intelligence Agency's Prisoner of War/ Missing 
in Action Office. As a reminder, Skip was Redskin 15 CD/158) 
from Dec 70 to Dec 71, was the lead Cobra over the extraction 
sight, and his eyewitness statement is in Soyland's MIA 
file. I got interested because I saw Soyland's name while 
looking up ~arker's MIA data, that I sent to you, and 

,.....--because of that picture of C/158 that was in the 6th issue 
of the Kingsmen newsletter. . .. and because Soyland always 
wore white T-shirts, which I'll explain later. 

Destatt is a retired Warrant Officer that spent his 
military career in intelligence, had two tours in RUN Cone 
in II Corps with the 173d Abn and one in I Corps with the 
2'1th Corps Headquarters), and was personally touched by the 
bravery he read in the numerous statements in Soylands file. 
Destatt has recieved permission to write a story about this 
shootdown and will begin in January with DoD and the family's 
approval. 

On 17 May 71, Butler was team lead of '1 Cobras that 
inserted a CCN 8 man recon team near the Laotian border 
about 10 KM southwest of Mai Loe. He had covered the 
insertion and was in Quang Tri on standby when CCN control 
bounced his team back into the AO because the recon team 
was in contact and had dead and wounded. Because of the 
heavy contact, the decision was made to extract the team. 
One aircraft was to bring out the casualties and the other 
the rest of the team. 

~ 1 'i1 ... y Soy land's aircraft was flying battalion resupply missions 
1 ~;\.. 1 tcdl-i when he responded to a call on guard for slicks to help with 
~''(:_ ~s \1VC an extraction. This explains to me why there were '1 crewmembers 
'r 1""" 1 ~ from 3 companies: 
' ~ v.t :+<ti~· 
>~ 0,,i- WOl 
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David P. Soyland, Aircraft Commander 
Dale A. Pearce, Pilot 
Harold D. Parker, Crew Chief 
Garry E. Allcorn 

C/158 
A/158 
C/158 
01158 



~ slicks were available for the extraction. The first 
slick was shot up on short short final, sustained hydraulic 
damage, wounds to crew members, and flew to Quang Tri where 
he made a successful running landing. The wounded were taken 
to the 18th Surg Hosp. The second slick went in and also 
got shot up, sustained wounds to the crew, developed a fuel 
leak and made an emergency landing at Mai Loe. 

After a thorough Cobra prep, Soyland's aircraft, 67-17607, 
made its attempt. Butler was on one side and the late Stephen 
B. Cook was on the other side of Soyland with his Cobra. -CCook, 
a clo~e friend of Butler's died tragically in 1973.) As the 
Snakes broke off their run, Soyland flared to .stop his forward 
momentum and make a dogleg turn into the LZ. At that point 607 
was shot down in a hale of fire. The aircraft went in nose first, 
crashed into a box canyon, slid down the hill, as the main rotor 
separated and buried itself in the trees. Allcorn was thrown out 
when the tailboom separated, Pearce died because his side, the 
right side was the main point of contact, Parker was shot up and 
lost consciousness, and Soyland's side did not recieve the brunt 
of the impact. The aircraft crashed at 18~5 on 17 May. 

At 1930, in the dark, another team was inserted to recover 
the crew and recon team. This team worked with. an AC-130A all 
night (Spectre) to keep the NVA away, which was successful. 

The next morning the recovery team found the aircraft with 
the badly wounded Parker strapped in the well. They immediately 
made preparations to extract Parker after they tended to his 
wounds which included a broken leg. As the extraction was 
underway, Butler, who was back covering the flight, saw an 
American frantically waving his nomex shirt, and directed 
the slicks to his position on a ridge. This was D Co. 's 
Allcorn who was thrown out · of the aircraft. The recovery 
teams found Pearce's body but were unable to extract it 
because of the twisted wreckage . By the way, Butler's flight 
records reflect 31 hours or flight time on 17 and 18 May 71. 

While Allcorn was waving his shirt, he heard gunfire and 
50 tt\-J. _..... saw an individual in a white T-shict running on an adjacent 

ridgeline. After Allcorn and Parker were extracted, the 
'I( , ... """" hostile fire became so severe that it was too risky to make. 

~ ~'~ j 0
"" another attempt. All other further attempts were driven off 

"'\' ~ ~ q1st that day, and the mission was passed off to A-2/ l 7 Cav for 
D S•'j\.,...J.. ,,,.1 recovery. The1:1 tried on numerous occasions and were driven 

r~. ~ ~'-~:(~off each tj.me, which was not suS)r ising because this entire 
"'1.ie \-~':'' -\ · action was in the middle of the 66th NVA Regt . . \ ~ , .... ~ 
"''\: The crash site was visited in Aug 1989, by the Joint 

recovery team out of Honolulu and no remains were found. 
Today~ Bob Destatt left for Honolulu with new information, 
based on talking to Skip, and maybe some remains will 
be found. · 
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I personally came away from that 2 hour session mentally 
exhausted. It is my, and mine alone, personal opinion 
that Soyland's last day on earth was 18 May 71. 

\, ... ~ 
\ Q.Ar" w~~.,..£- See if you can find Parker and Allcorn in the UietNam Crew 

~,\- \.i- ~embers director"". I would like to have them talk to Bob Destatt. 
tr'- . '< '3~ ,.. 
'('""",~ ~/ l3y the wa~, I have also found the names of 8 Comanchero MIA 's 
~~ ~~, last in 1971 C2 separate incidents-both CCN missions). I am 

firmly convinced that AO was the most dangerous in Vietnam, and 
have even a greater respect for those that wear the Eagle an the 
right shoulder that were aviation crewmen. My service on the 
ground in 67-68 with the 3d Bde lOlst was bad, but we had an 
entirely different attitude then than the attitude I saw on 
my second tour in 71-72. 

That is what makes the action on 17 May 71 even more important 
to me, because.by thenJwe had seen units standdown and leave 
RUN. The dedication of the flight crews to extract to CCN recon 
team can only be understood by those of us who knew that "there 
by the grace of Gad go I." 
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