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f Excerpts 
"In Search of the Warrior Spirit" 

by Richard Strizzi Heckler 
N. Atlantic Books 
Novato, California 

Copyright 1990 

I New Guy I The Experience I The Veteran I 
Awareness 

Loving Spirit 

Peace 

Contemplative 

Inexorably drawn to face the 
abomination by Conrad 

Heart of darkness 

Strength, integrity, defeating 
inner demons 

NV A, small unit tactics 

Simplicity, heart 

Courage, selflessness, loyalty, 
commitment - _/ .......... 

( Myaguez, loss of warrior spirit, 
dignity 

---
___.,., 

Vicit tecum 
......_ 

r---. 

A communication, layered 
meanings, brimming with 
moral questions 

Christian fundamentalism vs. 
Asian philosophy "Many 
spokes to wheel" 

Control follows awareness 

Initiatory trial of harassment 

Glide, energy and intent 

Graceful, daring 

Reconciling feelings 

Enemy is to be killed, hurt, by 
caring, instinctive and trained 

Life & death = love & power 

Probe inconsistency, find vital 
point, unleash predator, 
measure response, express 
concern 

Phil Coputo "Death will not 
alter the course of war" 

Fear, vulnerability, patriotism and duty 

SLA Marshall, social, logical 
and statistical level, not 
passion 

Human longing to experience courage, 
selflessness, heros, service, 
transcendence 

Warrior ancestor skills 

Discover what needs war answers 

Taoist virtues-resistance yielding, 
effortless effort 

The opponent is within 

Dignity, compassion, integrity 

Denial of vulnerability 

Avenge 
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Expand background 

Expand descriptions early on ~ 

Expand history (Washington, __ , Peace Talks) 

Describe F AC flights 

October 19, hit burn, damaged 5\~ 

Expand Corp HQ Visit QuiNhon 
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risk without control, exposure, is the ultimate terrifying reality, .... uncontrolled risk is the most sincere form of 
mortality awareness, when events occur, time slows, to an unlifelike quality, every inch of the rotor blade 
overhead is visible with each revolution, tracers float by like neon green ____ __, at 900 feet per second 
velocity. Words are spoken with a ___ voice, but you don't need to hear them. you already know their 
message. Sensitive controls become slowed to static movement, is this it, when time slows to a stop. 

_____ indignant wrath stemming from violations of what's right. 

Horror, fear, grief are ______ • Rage becomes a lifelong disability to some 

Arising from a sense of social betrayal 

Moral luck - Compassionate understanding did not exist. Death of friends teaches you not to be close. 

RR-Expand _________ - you won't recognize your wife - expand - call home 

Who's the audience 
Put together personal exp/overall times/ ______ _ 

Tripping up to ____ _ 

Use really too much 

Want to feel like you're there 

Explain terms/jargon 

Tone 

Verbs slip 

more looking back 

Seeking the conflict 

Coming of age 

Service, sacrifice, vulnerability 

Attempt to change fate 

Accomplished change 

Attained _____ goals. the encounter 

Witness to continued losses 

Survivor's grief 
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now had endured his son ' s. Eleanor's mother made a big to-do about "how pretty" Steve's purple heart was. 

I was filled with revulsion, the way the women carried on about the medal, like a piece of jewelry. My wife 

didn't understand my feelings . Later that day, Mike and Carol came to me and said they were going to get 

married immediately, would we please drive them to Georgia. That evening, we drove them to Georgia where 

they applied for their marriage license and blood test. The next day, they were married and a few days later, 

Mike returned to the 163rd Aviation Company at Camp Eagle. His trip back had to be hell, bouncing between 

the emotions of burying his best friend, getting married and returning to South Vietnam from stateside. 

September 21, 1971 

Camp Evans, I Corps, Republic of Vietnam 

The Phoenix Company, Charlie Company, 158th Aviation Battalion, 101st Airborne Division, Airmobile, was 

being stood down. In other words, the unit was being deactivated and the pilots were being incorporated into 

other units, which would eventually leave Vietnam earlier than their scheduled 12-month tour. The retreat 

from I Corps was nearing the end. 

In the Phoenix 2nd Platoon hootch at Camp Evans, a small group of pilots gathered around the Phoenix 

Company emblem. It was a large, flag-sized emblem which adorned the Officer' s club. It had the Vietnamese 

Phoenix drawn on it, by an early Phoenix in 1969. In a fitting tradition with the mythology of the Phoenix, 

which occurs in both eastern and western cultures, the remaining pilots wrote the names of all those they could 

remember who served with the Phoenix. They ceremoniously set it ablaze, returning the Phoenix to ashes. 

So ended the Phoenix presence in Camp Evans and the Republic of Vietnam. 

Unknown at the time, Phoenix Commanding Officers would earn their places in history. 

(What happened to the Company Commanders? Yet to be completed) 

Larry Karjala .,,. 
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I New Guy I The Experience I The Veteran I 
Where there is no fanfare 
about loyalty 

Fatigued, exhausted, inside 
there is an aliveness, 
trembling, between dread and 
pleasure 

Showing fear 

Comrades in arms 

Unite in an experience and 
openness 

Ethics of responsibility first start 
within us 

Commitment, Whatever it 
takes 

Emotional life and death 

Official state of mind 

The conscious is disengaged 
from the chatter 

lnducive to excellerated 
learning, creative problem 
solving, over-efforting creates 
muscle tension moves us out of 
multi-dimensional alpha state 
into a more linear beta state 

Combat veterans block the ties 
alfa state to cope against stress 
and to defend against 
openness, preventing 
relaxation 

Our society relies on war to 
fulfil certain needs and reflects 
a spiritual poverty of our 
society 

The American military ending. 
Care and feeling are there, but 
don' t get too attached. You' ll 
have to leave 

Death, the ultimate fear, 
But only comes to claim you. 
Sometimes he appears, Maybe 
as a threat, 
Maybe as a warning, not 
claiming you. 
His brother in darkness, that 
malevolent spirit of war, 
known by many names, 
This time it was Vietnam. 
You saw his reflection etched 
in the faces 
Of those who faced him, with 
you. 
The closer the spirits 
swarmed, 
The more alive and 
determined I became, 
Not me, 
Not this time .... 



I New Guy I The Experience I The Veteran I 
Determination, destruction, 
barrenness 

Deepening of faith through 
hopelessness, despair, resignation, 
acceptance, determination, duty, 
miracle of prayers answered or a 
question of experience and 
qualifications 

Acceptance of death is indeed 
the end of all things, 
circumstances beyond control 

Laughter, released tensions, a 
rare sharing of human warmth 

Senselessness and dreariness 

Time passed in killing rats 

Could not reconcile war and 
religion 

Nearness of enemy brings 
changes in every man, the 
mysterious force brings 
alertness, aliveness, voices are 
different, bodies are full of 
readiness, animal reflexes on 
edge 

Drawn to embrace the action, drawn 
inescapably, irresistibly 

Tense waiting, watching, 
profound exponential growth in 
senses, an electric current of its 
own 

Relaxed days, mission, 
alternated with danger 

Through the hell of war, 
sweetness of peace 

At the end of the day, the NV A 
had heart with a single pistol 
left, still shooting 

Moral decline, social wounds 
of war included VD, babies, 
drugs, fraggings and racial 
strife 

Veterans share guilt of 
survivors, why me, why them, 
they returned prematurely 
aged with a reverence of life, 
a sense of emptiness, need to 
comprehend experiences as 
they relate to the individual, 
the war and the nation 

Seeking manhood at the price of 
innocence lost, psychic wounds 

Drinking and sex to obliterate 
the meaninglessness 

Love, contentment, peace, 
happiness 

Men of honesty, dignity, 
courage 
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"In Search of the Warrior Sgirit" 

by Richard Strizzi Heckler 
N. Atlantic Books 
Novato, California 

Copyright 1990 

I New Guy I The Experience I The Veteran I 
Awareness 

Loving Spirit 

Peace 

Contemplative 

Inexorably drawn to face the 
abomination by Conrad 

Heart of darkness 

Strength, integrity, defeating 
inner demons 

NV A, small unit tactics 

Simplicity, heart 

Courage, selflessness, loyalty, 
commitment 

Myaguez, loss of warrior spirit, 
dignity 

Vicit tecum 

A communication, layered 
meanings, brimming with 
moral questions 

Christian fundamentalism vs. 
Asian philosophy "Many 
spokes to wheel" 

Control follows awareness 

Initiatory trial of harassment 

Glide, energy and intent 

Graceful, daring 

Reconciling feelings 

Enemy is to be killed, hurt, by 
caring, instinctive and trained 

Life & death = love & power 

Probe inconsistency, find vital 
point, unleash predator, 
measure response, express 
concern 

Phil Coputo "Death will not 
alter the course of war" 

Fear, vulnerability, patriotism and duty 

SLA Marshall, social, logical 
and statistical level, not 
passion 

Human longing to experience courage, 
selflessness, heros, service, 
transcendence 

Warrior ancestor skills 

Discover what needs war answers 

Taoist virtues-resistance yielding, 
effortless effort 

The opponent is within 

Dignity, compassion, integrity 

Denial of vulnerability 

Avenge 

' 



I New Guy I The Experience I The Veteran I 
Heroically suffering losses, 
some victories, no lucky 
breaks, scorned by public, 
nobility of suffering and path 
of self realization, integrity of 
facing own demons 

To embody our deepest values 
in the flesh 

Compassion, to be vulnerable 

Pursuit of danger to display physical 
courage 

Not supposed to cry, endure, be 
strong, not carried away by emotions, 
keep bottled up 

Asked to pay attentions to 
feelings, deepen and expand 
awareness 

To concentrate under pressure, 
common humanity, 
compassion on our humanity 

Real experiences, mentally, 
physically 

Consciousness = choice 

Sacred Warrior to serve 

Dark God of war to destroy 
me if I fall unaware 

Not considering politics of 
science 

Conflict 

Resolution of conflict 

Perceived human need "incredible urge 
to be right" 

Conscious choice, paying 
attention, yellow light for 
intent green light of action 

Pay attention, Stay awake, be 
aware 

Warrior Code 

The imperishable elements of 
Loyalty, Integrity, Intensity, 
Compassion, Service, Calmness 
under fire 

Patience 

Strength of will 

Aware of limitations 

We' re all acolyte warriors 
until tested in combat 

We beseech Mars, the God of 
War to deliver us to the 
crucial battle field that will 
redeem us into the terrifying, 
immediacy of the moment 

We long for the encounter 
with what will ultimately 
empower us with dignity and 
honor 

Spiritual emptiness, an inner 
hunger impels men into 
combat 



mountain winds and enemy fire . 
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As we came in on short final, one quarter mile from the pickup zone (pz), Nelson said, "Get on the controls 

(with me), very lightly." Another chill down my spine. This was it! The real thing. Just in case he was 

shot, I was supposed to be ready to takeover the controls. As we came to a hover, the crew chief shouted, 

"About ten yards forward, sir, about five yards to the right." The controls were moving furiously, but the bird 

was at a hover. Nelson was working feverishly to maintain a hover just below a mountain ridge line without 

much in the way of visual aids, and his piloting was complicated by mountain winds. I kept my hands just 

off the controls. The Green Beret sergeant in our cargo bay looked over the side and said, "We're clear to 

drop, sir." Nelson said, "Drop 'em." 

The three 150-foot ropes went over the side. We were taking fire. I looked over the side of my annor plate. 

There were yellow tracers back and forth below us, wisps of white smoke from NV A rocket propelled 

grenades, and concussion of Redskin 2.75 inch rockets going off all around us. I quickly looked back inside 

the cockpit, watched Nelson, and did not look out again. I became as small as I could behind my chest 

"chicken plate" and behind the annored sliding door to my right. 

I watched Nelson holding it a hover, the sounds of rockets and grenades ignored. He was mentally focused, 

shutting down distractions in his mind. Fear would not disrupt the job at hand. 

The crew chief called, "They're all hooked up, sir." Then Nelson said, "Ok, coming up." Nelson then called 

on the radio, "Chalk One, coming out." Chalk two, on short final called, "Is it hot?" "Affirmative" responded 

Nelson. With three passengers attached to the "strings" by "McGuire rigs" we went straight up about 500 feet, 

\ith slight forward movement once the men on strings clear of the trees. We climbed up to the bottom of 

the c1 uds at 4,500 feet and continued southeast away from danger. Our time at a hover was something less 

than thirt)' seconds. It seeme<l like an hour. 

The same action was repeated by the otl~r three Phoenix birds, all in less than four minutes. 

About twelve miles northwest of Quang Tri near the Firebase Camp Carrol was a large river valley. There 

we descended to a large sand bar and hovered down with the men still on the ropes. They were so tired and 

cold from being carried at 4,500 feet, dangling from ropes in forty degree temperatures that they simply 

couldn't move. The crewmen carried them into our cargo bay. We flew them back to Quang Tri and then 



I AIRCRAFT INDICENTS 

I 8 February - 24 March 
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I 
I 

I DA TE I TYPE ACFT I LOCATION I UNIT I CIRCUMSTANCES I 
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) Organic Aircraft 

13 Feb UH-IH Khe Sanh refuel C/158 Blade mesh with VNAF aircraft 

23 Feb AH-IG Vandergrift refuel C/4/77 Flash fire at POL 

23 Feb 2 UH-IH Vandergrift refuel C/158 Meshed blades 

25 Feb UH-IH Khe Sanh A/158 Blade strike in landing zone, hit tree 

5 Mar UH-IH Rock Pile C/101 Blade strike in landing zone 

6 Mar 2AH-1G Lang Con D/ 101 Aircraft meshed rotor blade 

15 Mar OH-6A Khe Sanh 163d To avoid midair collision, pilot dived and 
grazed tree 

I 223d Combat Aviation Battalion I 
23 Feb UH-IC KILO 48th On takeoff, aircraft went IFR in dust, right 

skid hit fence 

6 Mar UH-lH Dong Ha 173d As aircraft was settling into revetment, 
maintenance operational check was being 
conducted nearby; meshed rotor blades 

14th Combat Aviation Battalion 

11 Feb UH-lH 7km west of 173rd J Hard Landing 
Rock Pile -

25 Feb UH-lH 8km NW of Khe ( 173rd : " Main rotor blade strike 
Sanh 

'-"---

26 Feb UH-IC Vicinity of (_ 173rd / Main rotor blade strike 
Vandergrift / ~.:.::.. 

27 Feb UH-lH DELTA ( ']3rd j Overtorque 

8 Mar UH-IH 5km NE of Khe( ~ ) Overtorque 
Sanh ------

21 Mar UH-IH Lang Con 173r_4..) Unknown 

24 Mar UH-IH Lang Con ( I 73rc1_) Overtorque 

FIGURE IV-35 (U). Aircraft Incidents, LAMSON 719 (U). 
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Excerpts from 
"Achilles in Vietnam" 

by Jonathan Shay, M.D., PhD 
Atheneum 

New York, 1994 

I I 

Moral world of the soldier-his culture understands what is right, betrayal by commanders and leaders 

The modem world - the meaning of dead to the defeated is a bitter, unhealed wound. The U.S. had been defeated 
but won every battle. 

For veterans, the unanchored dead continued to hover. 

The sense of betrayal equating defeat with abandonment by God and others. 

Personal devaluation 

For some, war was a cause. Willing to put your life on a line 

What is at stake is lethal danger and fear of it 

With distribution of risk ever unjust 

Indignant rage 

Soldier' s rage 

Indignant rage-from social betrayal-through violation of what' s "right" 

Soldier' s grief-battle nourishes human attachment then amputates 

There is a passion of care among men fighting together 

Death of Nelson was a blow longer lasting since there was no opportunity to communalize grief 

Suppression of social grief work 

Rage replaces grief 

Survivor' s guilt enters 

Grief-Guilt merge in a close relationship in a friend ' s death 

Revenge-get more even 

Reviving the dead 
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BIOGRAPHY OF W. THOMAS MARSHALL1 JR. 

Tom Marshall was born on July 28, 1949 in the town of Martinsville, Virginia. At the age of four, his parents 

moved to Pensacola, Florida, where his father was an employee of the Chemstrand Nylon Plant. He graduated 

high school in 1967 from Pensacola High School. (Fragment)--(Having played the flute in the band his 

sophomore year and football as a defensive guard his junior and senior years, lettering both years.) He 

attended Florida State University in 1968 and 1969. In 1969, he enlisted in the United States Army in the 

Warrant Officer Rotary Wing Pilot course. He served one year in Vietnam. 

During his tour in Vietnam, he received the bronze star for meritorious service after two months of action with 

the 4th Infantry Division at An Khe. At the end of his twelve month tour, he received 22 air medals 

representing 1087 hours of combat flying time. 

During his time in Vietnam, he flew for the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division for three months. He then 

moved to C-Company, Assault Helicopter Company, 158th Aviation Battalion, known as the "Phoenix". On 

January 21, 1971 , he was transferred to 163rd Aviation Company at Camp Eagle, I Corps, which, at that time, 

was designated Road Runners and shortly thereafter changed their call sign to Woodstock. 

Woodstock One-Three was his call sign with the 163rd Aviation Company of the 101st Airborne Division 

during LAM SON 719 and the demoralizing withdrawal period of the war. 

When he returned to "the world" in 1971 , he served as an instructor pilot in OH-58 Kiowa's transitioning air 

force jet pilots into helicopter pilots, as well as army fixed wing aviators and foreign students. During that 

time, he completed his Bachelor of Science degree in business administration at Troy State University and 

used his GI Bill to attain a commercial multi-engine, instrument airplane rating. 

He entered the real estate appraisal business in Dothan, Alabama in 1973, moving back to his home town of 

Pensacola in 1975 where he still resides and remains in the appraisal business working throughout Florida and 

the southeastern United States. 
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I 
RENTAL COMPARABLE SUMMARY 

I 
I DESCRIPTION I SUBJECT I RENTAL I I RENTAL 2 I RENTAL 3 I RENTAL 4 I RENTALS I RENTAL 6 I 

NAME 

LOCATION 

LEASABLE ARENSF 

ANNUAL RENT 

RENT/SF 

LAND-TO-BUILDING RATIO 

EXPENSES TO LESSOR 

CONDITION 
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95-134(0) . 
ACLF RENTAL COMP ARABLE NO. 3 

' ~-.r-J:F C') 
NAME ~~ . ~ '((ZU~ange vma Retirement Home 

~-::i t"J7 \)0.) ")~ "_ · 3615 McNeil ~0311· 
• \ 0 ~ -Ap.upka, Florida r" 0 ,,v- q"10 

RENTAL RATES Semi-Private Rooms: $980/Month/Bed 
Private Rooms: $1-;000 - $1;100/Month/Bed 

TOTAL NUMBER BEDS 

CURRENT OCCUPANCY 

RENTAL INCLUDES 

,si 
?,SO Bed-&% 

3 meals per day 
Daily snacks in addition to meals (3) 
Social activities 
Laundry service 
Transportation (local) 
Doctor on call 
Basic custodial care 
Personal hygiene items/bath supplies 
Day care 

83 
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&-6 ACLF RENTAL COMP ARABLE NO. 4 

NAME 

RENTAL RATES 

TOTAL NUMBER BEDS 

CURRENT OCCUPANCY 

RENTAL INCLUDES 

\ 
l ~l/ 

rl--~~ 
r~1ZJ ~ 

Silver Chimes Retirement Center 
901 North Hiawassee Road 
Orlando, Florida 

-

Semi-Private Rooms: 
Private Rooms: 

$900/Month/Bed 
$1,300/Month/Bed~--------

28 

22 Bed - 79% 
L ~-~ 

3 meals per day 
Daily snacks in addition to meals 
Social activities 
Laundry service 
Transportation (local) 
Doctor on call 
Basic custodial care 
Personal hygiene items/bath supplies 
Owner operated by a registered nurse 
Dlly care 
' 
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W. THOMAS MARSHALL, JR. 

Mr. Allen D. Butler ( t5:"i 
March 29, 1995 \[1/ Paz~/ ·~ 

.:r_Q vcf'1 ~ ~ ould appreciate it if you could do the following: 

1) Notify me of any assumptions or statements that are not factual. 

2) Let me know of anything you totally disagree or object to. ·~ 
~l ,.si;F & ~ ~ .J51'-1\:? 

3) If you have any stories you wish to share, I would appreciate hearing the~. . ~~-.J ~ 
~) tQ '-?l"<fV ~ c;., ~ \A,-. ~ ~ ~-~...I\ 

ould appreciate you not copying and disseminating this to anyone since it is a work in progress and has \"' 0 ' 
sive revisions and changes before I submit it to potential publishers. . ~ 

It is my intention that once the final story is verified and reviewed by as many as possible in the story9 1ffl!TI I 
will condense the book to a marketable format in text of'liih pages, plus photographs. The one military 
publisher who has looked at it has strongly urged this in orcte'P~ make it a marketable book. 

I look forward to yow: comments and sincerely appreciate your timtrhclping- me io tAis 0fldaa.v9i:-, 

~ 
Tom Marshall 

WTMjr:ap 

« ~ 
~t 

~ ~ I -d;: ,~ °' ,~..,~,,Jl _,,,~ v-,,.,. 

~)~~~~\~~ ~ 
- ~ 

~ 
~ ~~u,,--, ~ ~ ~'~ ~ ~ 

-u, ~ """" ~ ~ ~= l 
~ ~~~ ~~"' ~1 ·&:J 
~~~ _~d~~~~ 

.. -.. ~~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~t:,, ~ ~ 



Suite 502 
220 West Garden Street 
P. 0 . Box 1882 
Pensacola, Florida 32589-1882 

--- ~ -

W. THOMAS MARSHALL, JR. 

Office (904) 434-6783 
Home  

en D. Butler 
4012 G~ Road 
Fairfax, VA n63.2 

March 29, 1995 

Coo ";,1 ';},.\-s,.-1~ '---- ::;~ _(~ 
 

Dear~ ~~ ) 

I-ttpologi2e for not furmally addi:essiog you by yottr rltlik. I do-noHcrmw whether you're 011 active-tittty-or-reti; 
at-present. Howevef,-please find enclosed a copy_QUDy-- manuscnpt I illn wmking, m. 

Initially, I began the story, covering my time in flight school through my service in Vietnam. 

~ C-.>,/J °' w . C) \ 

My personal service began on August 18,fwitbthe 4th Infantry Division at An Khe. I was transferred to the 
Phoenix ~ n. November 20, 1970. After an active two months there, I was transferred t<? the 163rd Avi~tion , <:_) 
Company

1
~ Camp Eagle where I finished my tour. . . ~ • \\ Q"\ ~\, \-\~ tJ~ E?~-,,~~~ ~ ~~,) '\ ' 

As I began writing the story nearly two years ago, I began to realize it was difficult to understand the actions in 
Laos without setting up the history in I Corps. Ripcord was the largest single helicopter "retrogade" action. 
Other than the move~ into Cambodia, there may have been other similar large scale operations, but none ~ 
approached the magnitude of Laos, where as many as 120 lift birds were used in one mission. 

~ me know if I have these assumptions correct. 

Because of the history of the Phoenix and the Ripcord exit, I decided to expand my story to encompass the 
history of the Ripcord operation and other Phoenix activities during that time period. In the comsc of tl,at 

--i-tw.esti2:ation , T interviewed Robert Qranbeny, whose story is desGribed iR the seGtioe about ~pGerd. 

I am attempting to convey, realistically, what we lived through in t~se times, as well as the impact of decisions_. _..,, ·~ 0 
made_ by,_politicians and genel?J.s, whj 9h affecteA our daily lives. l ~ (<' ~ ~ ~ -'"""" 
~~ ~ '~~il;~to ~ ~ ~ ;~ ~ <!~~~ -

There are many ironic twists in the story. I continued my story to include the VHPA meetings and the funeral 
ceremony for Captain David Nelson and Warrant Officer Ralph Moreira, which I attended. "- \ C\ 7 0 _ 

~ cad skip the sections not of interest to you. However, I think reading it from the beginning gives a clearer 
pi~ of the story I am trying to convey. t> 

,,cv 
I havt,.. deicriptions in the Prologue of a CCN mission you may have been involved in on December 4th1in North 

I also have additional descriptions of Phoenix actions in the section ranging November 20th through 
21,.st. I have also attempted to cover Soyland's action and loss. I interviewed Gary Alcorn after 

information which Mike Sloniker had. 

---. J_ (}.jVV\ ~ <db ~y~,,,_,~~ .......... ~n. ~ ~ ~ 
:J'> . . ~ ~~ ~ 

~ c.. ~ ~ '-"-" - . <f - ~ 

AA
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