

















I learned from putting this brief moment on paper, that when the commander
participated in the flights, shared the chaos, excitement, and horror. and was confident in
himself, his very deserving subordinates were recognized for their  orts. I base this on
discussions with Bob Bunting, Cdr 48th AHC, Dale Spratt, Cdr 174th AHC, and Bob Clewell
Cdr, A/101 AHB, and reading copies of Silver Stars and Distinguished Flying Crosses for
aircraft commanders to gunners that these commanders directed be written. I also attributed
this to those that 1 have not or cannot talk to, for example Jim Lloyd, Cdr, C/I58AHB, and
Jack Barker, Cdr, B/101 AHB(KIA Mar 20, 1971), who also insured their subordinates
were recognized for their valor . I am sure there are those who would take exception to my
observation, and there are many details I do not know. 1 do know I am impressed when 1
read DFC citations for SP4 gunners.

I am personally impressed with the quiet courage, bravery and devotion to duty that
was so matter-of-factly related to me. I will not use the overused, misused term, heroes. 1
prefer to consider that I was in the presence of warriors, dedicated to getting the job done,
and getting out of LOLO alive.

One thing for sure; this day has been described as a very black day for Army Aviation
in Aviation _ _gest, July 1986 and the book,_Into Laos. Granted five destroyed airframes
are visible on the LZ, and two Army Aviation crewmembers were Killed. This day should be
remembered as the day the incredible individual professionalism in the cockpits, while flying
through withering fire, overcame poor planning, bad tactics, and very slow reacting
bartalion level leadership. In fact, Grigsby and Womack got replacement aircraft and flew
the rest ot the day.
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