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more than 20 years old at that point. The DIA's POW/MIA office was continuing
its eflorts to verify identification of the remains of KIAs.

Schlatter mentioned that two Co!  pilots' remains had recently beenrc  wve 1.
The men had been shot down on April 5, 1972, south of Loc Ninh. The aircraft
commander was Chief Warrant Officer Joe Windler, and the gunner was " ptain
Hank Spengler. A memorial service at Arlington was being planned for Spengler's
family and friends in August 1989.

Sloniker had flown Hueys with the 1st Air Cavalry in combat. He had observed
the stress endured by Huey pilots flying into An Loc. Some Army pilots, he
knew, had routinely vomited near the tail boom of the chopper before they
"saddled up" for each mission. Others drank themselves into oblivion night after
night. Some calmly accepted the missions and quietly endured, performing
admirably under the worst of conditions.

Sloniker decided to attend the funeral service at Arlington as a personal
journey--a way of honoring the men who had provided his gunship cover. He
knew that their skill, courage, and professionalism had helped him to survive the
war. After the: ice, he went to the family reception. It proved to be a dc ly
moving experience.

Sloniker had also attended the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association convention
in the Chicago Hyatt in July 1989. There, he had chanced upon a kind of
mini-reunion of Phoenix pilots--30 of them. Their camaraderie had impressed
him.

Sloniker returned to his job at the Pentagon, where he worked in the Office of the
Secretary of Defe Special Operations Staff. He stayed in contact with Colonel
Schlatter. In late 1989 the remains of a Phoenix crew lost on March 5, 1971,

\ ned tot! "1 1States. Then the tedious task of forensic
identification began. It was definitely a C Company, 158th Aviation Battalion,

aire L. T° weddiin band of co-pilot Warrant Officer Ralph Moreira was found,
with his name engraved on it.

Pictures of the crash site showed how carefully the investigators had excavated
the area. The area was cleared of brush, the dirt was sifted, and bone fragments
and teeth were returned to the States. Then the remains were reviewed by
numerous agencies so that multiple sources could provide their opinions. The
process took a

Forensic investigators confirmed that the remains were those of a Phoenix flight
* " wnin Laos east of LZ Sophia on March 5, 1971. David Nelson,
ander »h Moreira, pilot, Specialist 4 Joel Hatley, crew chief,
4 Mil 1g, m ,would finally be Ia" " ‘o rest after 19 years.

Colonel Sloniker retired after 23 years of active duty on October 1, 1990. He

continued to work out at the Pentagon Officers Athletic Center after his
retirement. On October 2, 1990, he again crossed paths with Colonel Schlatter,
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Lam Son 719 was designed to cut the enemy's lifeline, the road
network that was known as the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The fate of one
Huey crew shot down near the border of Laos during the Lam Son
operation would not be settled until 19 long years after that mission

came to an end.

By Tom Marshall

The allied invasion of Europe in June 1944 included a
parachute and glider assault, the largest airborne
operation in the history of war. That record was broken
in February 1971, when a massive invasion was launched
in an effort to cut the enemy's lifeline, the road network
known as the Ho Chi Minh Trail that ran through the
Laotian panhandle. In that operation, dubbed Lam Son
719, 659 U.S. and ARVN helicopters were assembled
for a major strike. But just as the Allied airborne assault
at Arnhem bridge proved to be a "bridge too far" for

ai tre 3 g World War 11, so the helicopter
assault on one crucial portion of the trail--LZ Sophia--on
M hS5,1¢. ., prov |to be a "landing zone too far" for
some Bell UH-1 Huey crew members.
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