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Sutherland, commanded all U.S. Army forces in Military Region | of the RVN who were
supporting Lam Son. The Commander of the 7AF, General Lucius D. Clay, Jr.,
commanded all supporting USAF resources.

General Lam chose ont to coordinate his moves with XXIV Corps and DASC Victor.
Seventh Air Force wanted not less than three hours to properly prepare a landing zone and
counter the AA threat. However, General Lam was in favor of early morning insertions of
his troops before the weather was good enough for tac air to bring its full power to bear.
He, therefore, undertook insertions without prior coordination with XXIV Corps and _ ASC
Victor and as a result suffered some rather severe losses.

To improve planning and coordination, COMUSMACYV on 3 March directed that a
coordinating committee of general officers be established to act as a liaison and planning
group between __neral Lam’'s | _ irps Headquarters and XXIV Corps.

| DASC had Barky FACs at Quang Tri to provide air support for U.S. ground forces
in Vietnam in Lam Son East.

To support | Corps, 7AF provided FACs for each main force operatir— area with a
planned stream of tactical air for each area. A stream was to consist of a set (two) of
fighters every fifteen minutes.

priorities to be used by the FACs in determining the urgency of requests were: (1)
troops in contact (TIC), (2) search and rescue, (3) preplanned targets, (4) visual
reconnaissance and (5) other missions requested by ground commanders.

Lam Son 719 opened in Laos with Hammer FACs and streams of air assigned to
each Division area, with a set of fighters every fifteen minutes in each stream. As the
RVNAF area of operations eniarged, and the action became more intense, the number of
FACs was sed to six, with each FAC being assigned his own sector to work.

The AQ, of course, was determined by the disposition of the friendly troops on the
ground. A line parallel to the AO and five miles beyond it was established as a "no bomb"
line. Within this NBL, all air strikes were controlled by the Hammer FACs in their various

ictors. The total area ir e the NBL at its largest was less than 700 square miles. With
multiple fast-moving fighters in the area, six FACs, periodic Arc Light sorties, and Army
hel e ope } the « tight wm nd and control procedures were required.

Crinmdle Ajr. Air support for Lam i 719 came from many different units. The 8th
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Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) at Ubon Royal Thai Air Force Base (RTAFB), the 12th TFW at
Phu Cat, and the 366th TFW at Da Nang all supplied F-4 strike sorties. The 460th Tactical
Reconnaissance Wing (TRW) at Tan Son Nhut provided RF-4Cs for rescue missions. F-100
sorties came from the 35th TFW at Phan Rang. The 1st Marine Air Wing at Da Nang
launched F-4, A-4 and A-6 strikes while the Navy Carrier Task Force in the Gulf of Tonkin
provided A-4, A-6, A-7 and F-4 strikes. The 56th Special Operations Wing (SOW) at
Nakhon Phanom RTAFB was the source of A-1 aircraft for search and rescue. The 18th
Special Operations Squadron, also at Nakhon Phanom supplied AC-119K gunships, and the
16th Special Operations Squadron at Ubon RTAFB supplied AC-130A gunships. FACs for
the ope ion came from the 504th Tactical Air ipport Group at Cam Ranh Bay through

i al Tactical Air = pport Squadrol The 834th Air Division at Tan Son Nhut
provided all required airlift with assigned C-130 and C-123 aircraft. The ABCCC aircraft
came from the 7th Airborne Command and Control Squadron of the 432d TRW at Udorn
RTAFB. The Strategic Air Command, through its 307th Strategic Wing at U-Tapao,
provided B-52s and KC-135s. The VNAF provided fixed wing strike aircraft and transport
helicopters from the 1st Air Division. Six VNAF tactical Air Control Parties were
established to support ARVN units.

The maximum number of friendly maneuver and support troops in Laos at any one
time was approximately 17,000.

T--—"7-"=-- It was estimated tt the maximum number of enemy forces
committed at any one time was 35,000. Of this figure, 24,000 w - eved to t
maneuver and combat support troops, with 11,000 being rear service personnel. From his
B-5 front the enemy committed three infantry reg :nts and two artillery regiments. From
the 70B Corps, he employed two infantry regiments from the 304th Division and three
infantry regiments from the 308th Division. He also used one infantry regiment from the
320th Division and two infantry regiments from the 2d Division and at least two infantry
regiments from the 324B Division. The enemy also committed an unidentified tank
regiment, leasttwo artii y jimen not associated with any of the units already
ment” x ~ and at nit ) antiaircraft battalions.

Operation Lam Son 719 be ~1n, as all planned offensives, with a deployment and

build-up phase.
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operated a GCA unit, control tower, TACAN, plus runway and approach lighting. To insure
rapid, efficient cargo handling and C-130 turn-around, the 834th Air Division sent to Khe
Sanh a Combat Control Team (one officer, two airmen), a Mobility Team (one officer, 15
airmen), a Transportable Airlift Control Element (one officer, three airmen) and a
maintenance turn-around team of three airmen. The Mobility Team was equipped with
adverse terrain fork lifts and able to unload an aircraft fully loaded with palletized cargo in
less than five minutes. During peak operations a C-130 was arriving on an average of one
every eight minutes. This sortie effort was sustained primarily by positioning 11 aircraft
with supporting equipment and personnel including aircrews at Da Nang under a spec
airlift headquarters. However, until 15 February when the matting of the assault landing
strip was finished and the C-130 resupply operations into the Khe Sanh began, the burden
of the logistics build-up was carried by the U._. Army truck convoys over QL9 from Dong
Ha and Quang Tri.

The first contact with the enemy came on 4 February when a U.S. engineer unit
was attacked 24 kilometers northwest of Khe Sanh. Elements of the 2d Squadron, 17th
Air Cavalry engaged the enemy force killing five of them. Enemy contact remained light
through 7 February.

On early 8 February ven B-52 strikes were made in support of the ARVN.
=II II\IlD_O_FE

At 1000H on 8 February, the 2d Troop of the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron
(ARVN) crossed the border into Laos as lead element of the 1st Armored Task Force. No
enemy contact was reported.

The 4th Bn. 3rd Inf Regiment, and 3rd Infantry Regiment Command Post completed
a heliborne combat assault into LZ Hotel at 104 _.4. ..iere was no contact with the
enemy. The weather in this area was described as fair to good with a cloud ceiling of
3,000 feet and the cloud coverage was "broken".

The 21st Ranger Battalion completed a combat assault into high ground overlooking
Route 925 and the Namxe Samou River, closing at 1500H. On landing, the unit received
12.7mm machine gun fire wounding 11 rangers. The enemy was obviously present in this

ea. U _ Air ( ralry gunships covering the helicopter troop lift killed one enemy soldier,

destroyed two trucks and fired on an enemy bunker complex cat  1g numerous secon( vy
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At 1000H on 12 February the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, began a
helicopter lift into FSB Deita. The lift was completed at noon and followed by the lift of an
engineer platoon with two D-2 bulldozers for improvement of the fire support base. At
each of the other fire support bases--Hotel, A Loui, Alpha, Hills 30 and 31 and Ranger Hill--
the ARVN soldiers improved and expanded the defenses about the artillery batteries and
command post bunkers. All but A Loui were on high ground and all had a commanding
position overlooking an enemy avenue of travel. Later, this was to be as dangerous
tactically as it was no advantageous.

The ARVN began searching operations about their increasingly elaborate defensive
positions. The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment searching near FSB Delta found a
weapons and POL cache which contained 60 SKS rifles, 202 AK-47 rifles, four AA

ichine guns, large quantities of ammunition, . J0O boxes of uniforms and 1 _,400 liters of
POL. The 2d Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron on a search operation found 50
enemy bodies believed to have ben killed by artillery or airstrikes. It was estimated that
they had been dead for two to three days. Elements of the 3d Airborne and 1st Bn, 1st
Infantry, each found sizable caches.

Elements of the Armored Task Force proceeded west on Route 9 to a point five
kilometers beyond FSB A Loui. Further westward moven 1t was to be keyed to
resumption of the aii  )bile assault along the northern ridge which never came.

The South Vietnamese forces in Laos now totaled more than 10,000 men in
thirteen infantry battalions, two ranger battalions, two artillery battalions and one engineer
battalion.

This force was deployed in positions forming an elongated crescent along Route
_ 3 on the northern flank, south along Route 92, southeastward to Route 926 and the
RVN-Laos border. The center of the line was FSB A Loui on Route 9 in the five kilometer-
wide Xe Pon River Valley with the right flank on the ridgeline of the 2,000-foot hills to the
north of the valley and the left flank on the high ground to the south of the steep
escarpment which forms the southern wall of the valley. The hills above the valley are
heavily forested and broken by numerous streams and valleys. The ARVN drive to
Tchepone temporarily lost its westward momentum as the units searched for caches by

day and defended their fire support b: by night.
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from Khe Sanh to southern Laos. lts three divisions had specific areas of responsibility
within the Corps region. The 308th Division operated from Khe Sanh to the RVN-Laos
border and in mid-February had only one regiment engaged with others iroute. The
304th Division had the responsibility for the area from the border west to A Loui with the
24B Regiment and advance elements of the 66th and possibly the 9th Regiments. The
320th Division with only the 64th Regiment assigned in mid-February operated west of A
Loui. The bulk of the 70B Corps forces were north of Route 9 and faced the northern
portion of the ARVN line. Additionally, the 102d Regiment (Reinforced) was located north
of Route 925 opposite the ARVN Ranger elements.

Elements of the 2d NV A Division and Rear SERvice units opposed the ARVN 1st
Infantry positions on the southern flank and were concentrated along Routes 914 and 921.
Later in February, the 324B _ vision moved into the Laotian salient and joined with the 2d
Division and Rear Service units to put heavy pressure on the ARVN 1st Infantry Division
and the VNMC Brigades.

In the Republic of Vietnam, the B-5 Front with the 31st and 27th In  try
Regiments, 84th and 38th Artillery Regiments and the 15th Engineer Battalion, operated
between Dong Ha and Khe Sanh with the mission of harassing U.S. forces and cutting the
allied LOC.

The Communist forces from 10-16 February reacted to the invasion with an ever
increasing volume of artillery and rocket attacks against the fire support bases from Dot
Ha to A Loui. Every one of them was hit several 1 :s.

In Quang Tri Province, which was the responsibility of the U.S. forces, the 1st
Brigade, 5th Infantry, employed a highly effective technique which capitalized on air
mobility and massive firepower. Small combat teams were moved from one terrain feature
to another throughout the AO. When one of the teams located an enemy force it
immediately requested artillery fire, helicopter aerial rocket artillery (ARA) and tactical air
strikes. When a sizable enemy force was fixed, the teams reassembled into squads and
platoor and fought on the company level under the control of the battalion commander.
Employing this technique in one engagement on 15 February near FSB Vandegrift, 115
ent  were killed. Using highly mobile combat teams with fire support enabled the . ..st

Brigade to maintain the security of this rather large AO.
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By 15 February, it was clear that the ARVN units, especially the Ranger and
Airborne Battalions, preferred to operate close 1o their fire support bases and to search in
platoon or company size elements. This was less true of the 1st Infantry Division whose
battalions were more experienced in the terrain and the NV A tactics than their Airborne
and Ranger compatriots. Elements of the 3d Infantry Regiment searched far south from
FSB Hotel and all 1st Infantry Division units sent out night patrols 1o set ambushes on the
approaches to their fire support bases.

The introduction of the 6th Airborne Battalion into Objective 31 on 13 February
brought RVNAF strength in Laos to 10,288.

RANGER HILL

About midnight on 18 February, the 39th Ranger Battalion was attacked by a two-
l ion el 1 fo wveral of the defensive outposts were overrun. U.__ artillery,
flareships and gunships supported the defenders throughout the night. However, the
fighting went on through the day and night of 19 February. The enemy breached the
perimeter defenses and occupied the outer trenches. From 1930H, 19 February to 730H,
20 February, seven USAF gunships and six flareships were employed in support of the
Rangers. On several occasions during the night the gunships were directed by the ground
commander to fire into the outer trenches. Then from 0730H to 1430H on 20 February,
32 sorties of USAF fighters struck the enemy positions. Helicopter resupply and medical
evacuation were attempted under cover of tactical fighters, helicopter gunships and
artillery; however, both of the first two helicopters to land were hit by mortar fire. On
subsequently crashed and burned, the other succeeded in getting to FSB 30. Heavy
mortar attacks continued through the afternoon. Communication with the Ranger
¢ nmander was lost at 1820H and by 1900H the position was abandoned. One hundred
and fifty Rangers exfiltrated to the 21st Ranger's position arriving at 2145H. The 39th
Ranger Battalion was out of the battle having suffered 178 soldiers killed or missing and
145 wounded. Only 108 members were considered combat effective on 21 February.
During its three-day ruggle the 39th Rangers had fought the 102d NVA Regiment.
Enemy losses were estimated at 639 KIA.

..1e 1 ' now divided h tention betwe« the r¢ lining I and the 3d

Airborne Battalion at FSB 31. Both positions received attacks by fire on 21 February.
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However, the attacks were infrequent and not followed by infantry.

On 22 February, thirteen helicopter sorties successfully evacuated 122 wounded
..Jngers from the 21st Ranger Battalion area. The Ranger LZ had been "prepped" for
nearly two hours by tactical air strikes, helicopter gunships, ARA and artillery. None of the
medevac "choppers” suffered a hit. Following the evacuation of the wounded, 400
soldiers remained at the 21st Ranger's position.

Elements of the 1st and 3d Infantry Regiments continued their southeasterly thrust
reaching Routes 92D and 914 then moving northwest along these routes searching and
destroying. One unit found the POL pipeline previously hit by gunships of the U.S. 2d
Squadron, 17 Air Cavalry. The pipeline was destroyed at intervals over a five kilometer
distance.

A massive resupply effort to sustainthe U and /.. /N coml forces was
mounted at the Khe Sanh combat support base. It was critically important that adequate
stores of JP-4 fuel and ammunition of all types be maintained at Khe Sanh. The planned
delivery of this cargo by C-130 aircraft was delayed until 15 February by the necessity to
cover the assault landing strip with aluminum matting. Until 17 February when C-130
operations reached 40 sorties a day, supplies had to be transported by Army trucks or CH-
47 helicopters and u.S. Marine CH-53 helicopters. This strained the Army's transport
capability and engineering force, which had to expend great effort keeping Route 9
passable. After the C-130 operations began, the POL and ammunition levels reached the
desired reserve.

The ARVN forces were resupplied aimost entirely by helicopter. The Armored Task
Force and the Airborne units designated to secure Route 9 were never able to insure safe
pas: je for ARVN truck convoys. Consequently, it was not a reliable means of resupply.

These difficulties were attributed to the extremely high density of rotary wing
traffic, a lack of air discipline on the part of some U.S. Army helicopter pilots, and the low
level of experience of Army tower operators in controlling the complex fixed wing and
rotary wing air traffic :uation at Khe Sanh. To correct this problem, an Air Force control
tower and operators were provided by the 1st Mobile Communications Group at Clark to

this air t  fic control problem.
"7~ LIGHT
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The B-52 Arc Light strikes provided heavy fire power for the ARVN invasion force.
By 23 February, 399 Arc Light sorties had been flown in support of Lam Son 719. The
cumulative results to that date included 201 enemy killed plus 813 tons of ammunition,
400 structures and vast quantities of supplies and equipment destroyed. The targets were
selected by CG, | Corps, on the basis of visual and photo reconnaissance as well as other
sources of intelligence and approved by MACV. The targets were heavy troop
concentrations, bivouac areas, supply sites and bunker complexes. The ARVN command
reported that B-52 strikes on 12 February had hit the Headquarters Command Post of the
NV A 308th Division killing 35 and destroying communication equipment. On 18 February
three Arc "~ "1t cells delivered their bomb loads onta ~ in the area of Routes 92 and
926, supporting the southerly thrust of the 1st Infantry Division. Arc Light sorties were
targeted in the Ranger Hill area during the desperate battle of the 39th Rangers. The
ARVN stated that these strikes "disrupted enemy operations” and killed an unspecified
number of enemy soldiers. More concrete reports of B-52 strike results came on 25
February from the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment which searched two Arc Light areas.
It found a total of 142 enemy dead, four tons of mortars and artillery ammunition
destroyed, various pieces of military equipment and a large tunnel complex damaged. A
tactic of using Arc Light against enemy troops in contact was employed by units of the 1st
Infantry ™ vision. They would designate a target area where enemy troops were known to
be deployed, engage these troops in combat in this area prior to the Arc L'-1t Time-Over-
Target and then just before the TOT withdraw from the target area. For a single such
engagement by the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment on 27 February, 29 enemy soldiers
were killed by air.

ENEMY STRIKES HART - OBJECTIVE 31

On 25 February the NVA forces launched a generalized offensive against the /... /N
positions. It began with the pre-dawn attack on a 1st Airborne position near FSB A Loui.
During th engagement the friendlies were supported by a FAC (O-2), a flarc iip (C-123)
and a gunship (AC-130) and with fighter strikes employit  all weather delivery techniques.
The ¢ 1 :tcontint |until dawn. The F  jers reported heavy vehicle traffic on Route
925 and noisy troop activity near their position. They requested a flareship. It was

provided though the enemy was not sighted.



26

By 1100H, enemy attacks were in progress around the entire ARVN perimeter from
the Rangers to the forward units of the 1st Infantry Division as well as behind the lines
near FSB Alpha. The persistent incoming mortar fire on Hotel Il forced cancellation of the
1st infantry's plans to abandon the fire support base and move two battalions to LZ
Brown. The division's positions south along Route 92 received repeated mortar barrages
followed by infantry attacks. Thirty-two tactical air strikes supported the 1st Infantry
Division in its resistance to the enemy pressure. An F-4 delivering napalm on enemy
troops 10 kilometers northwest of Hotel Il was hit by ground fire. The pilot was killed and
the backseater executed a dual ejection after flying the aircraft back to Phu Cat.

The Rangers received heavy mortar fire followed by ground attack. The Rangers
chose to evacuate their vuinerable position. They were lifted by helicopter to Objective 40
and one-half of them were carried on to Khe Sanh. The remaining 160 rangers joined with
the 2d Airborne Battalion in the defense of Objective 30. This position received attacks
throughout the day.

The most determined attack was made on Objective 31. The ~ | Airborne ~ igade
Headquarters with the 3d Airborne Battalion, an artillery battery and a Ranger
Reconnaissance Company occupied this post. Mortar fire began at 0700. A FAC

:arching for 12.7mm machine gun pt tions two kilometers northeast of the Airborne
main camp sighted over 100 trenches and small-arms gunpits along the ridge line. After
observing gun fire from these positions, he delivered two flights of F-4s against them. The
strikes hit the enemy as he advanced to within 250 meters of the Airborne perimeter
defenses. The ground commander reported that an entire enemy mortar platoon had been
killed by the air strikes. However, Objective 31 was encircled by NVA troops. Mortar and
artillery fire continued to rain on the base camp. Helicopter gunships and artillery sought
1o suppre: the enemy fire between air strikes. At 1430H a FAC spotted three enemy
tanks within 30 meters to the east of the airborne positions. it was a coordinated tank

" infantry attack. The FAC directed :tical air rikes on the tanks. Four A-7s
delivering 1 MK 83s, four MK 82s and four Rockeyes destroyed the three tanks and killed
30er ny id s. Th :more tanks were seen coming up the hill from Route 92B. Tt
were hit by seven sets of fighters delivering primarily BLU-27 and MK 82. During these

strikes one F-4 was downed but the tanks were destroyed and 100 NVA killed. However,
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the enemy pressed the attack with more tanks and troops. A thunderstorm broke over the
battle area making it impossible to get fighters on to the enemy from 1540H to 1735H.
During thist :a tank and en¢ ' infantry penetrated the defenses and occupied the north
and northwest sides of the position forcing the ARVN troops to the southern edge. The
battle raged into the night with USAF gunships, flareships and FACs providing continuous
support. Fires from burning tanks dotted the hill. Communications were lost at 2330H
wihan tha artillans rammandar rallad far artijlery directly on his position because the enemy

t dawn the defenders had withdrawn to a
position on the ridge south of Objective 31. The 3d Airborne Brigade commander and part
of his staff were dead or missing. The enemy occupied Objective 31 with tanks and
infantry. . uctical air strikes and helicopter gunships attacked the enemy tanks throughout
the day of 26 Febrt y. One company of the 3d rborr Battalion, morn | wth d
linked up with an armored relief column pushing up from Route 92. The relief units were
stopped by heavy enemy resistance several hundred meters short of FSB 31.

On 25 February, 108 tactical air sorties were flown in support of the beleaguered
airborne units. Five Arc Light cells (three B-52s each cell) delivered their massive
bombloads around FSB 31 on 26 February. The 64th NVA Regiment with tank support
had made a determined and briefly successful assault. But it paid a high price. ..ie |
Corps headquarters reported that 260 NVA soldiers were killed and 15 tanks (12 PT_76,
three T-34) were destroyed.

The 1st Airborne Division was reorganized on February when the ~ | Airborne
Brigade headqguarters was lifted into the LZ near Objective 30 and assumed responsibility
for the northeastern AO. The 11th Airborne Battalion followed the Brigade CP into the

ea on 27 February.

The 1st Infantry Division had a series of brisk contacts with the enemy on 26 and
27 February in which they had the full range of air support. In searches on 27 February,
they found 227 enemy killed by tactical air or Air Light strikes. The KBA total mounted on
28 February when 1st infantry elements found 47 more bodies in areas hit by tactical air
strikes. Airborne units on the same day found some 85 enemy bodies in Arc Light target

ir | 31.

Enemy armor was sighted throughout the AO on 28 February. Tanks were seen
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two captured.

It is apparent that the widespread offensive conducted by the NVA 70B Corps from
25 February to 3 March was designed to halt the ARVN advance, inflict heavy casualties
and force a withdrawal. Troop and supply build-up had occurred along Routes 1032 and
925 on the north and 914 and 926 in the south prior to launching the offensive. It was a
very "conventional" series of battles. Tanks and infantry assaulted fixed artillery positions.
The assaults were met, though not always stopped, by air-delivered firepower.

The ARVN forces had held against the enemy offensive and on 3 March the 1st
Infantry Division resumed its western drive.

RAID TO TCHEPONE

During the first three days of March, | Corps positioned additional forces in the Khe
_anh area for introduction into Laos. These forces included the 7th Armored Cavalry
Squadron, the 2d Infantry Regiment and the 258th Vietnamese marine Brigade. With the
reinforcements and a series of rapid heliborne assaults, the ARVN regained the initiative.
LA

The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment made a combat assault into LZ Lo Loon 3
March beginning at 1T000H. The assault was interrupted twice by intense hostile fire on
the troop-lift helicopters. Forty-two helicopters were hit, 20 were declared nonflyable and
seven were destroyed. Tactical air strikes were called in to suppress the ground fire and
the assault was completed at 1615H. The 3d Battalion secured the area surrounding the
LZ and constructed a fire support base. At 0800H on 4 March while searching in the
vicinity of LZ Lo Lo the infantrymen engaged an enemy force killing 83 of them and
capturing more than 40 weapons.

..1e 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, was helilifted into Lo Lo at 1150H on 4
March. It was followed by lifts of artillery, ammunition, supplic and the 4th Battalion
completing the build-up of Lo Lo at 1640H.

The 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment made a heliborne combat assault into LZ
“zat 17" " Hon4 N ch. Sixty-five lift helicop were required. Eigh :n Helicopters
were hit, two of them were destroyed while 1. were recovered. Again enemy gunners

had inflic {t vy damage on the U.S. Army helicopter forces even though sixty-one
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attack-by-fire followed by enemy infantry. The enemy force was repuised with 31 killed.
Several Airborne units received mortar attacks with little damage sustained.

The 3d Battalion VNMC was introduced to FSB Hotel along with the 9th Battalion,
369th Marine Brigade. Six Marine battalions were now in Laos. South Vietnamese
strength in Laos reached 16,844 with 18 battalions of infantry (including Airborne), four
artillery battalions, three armored cavalry squadrons, two engineer battalions and six
Marine battalions. All Rangers were removed from Laos and conducted their operations in
the remainder of the campaign from the 1st Ranger Group headquarters at FSB Phu Loc.
HIGH WATER MARK - TCHEPONE

The invasion reached its high water mark on 7 March when three battalions of the
2d Infantry Regiment conducted operations in and about the town of Tchepone. The 2d
Battalion searched in and north of the former town site. The Third Battalion searched
southeast of the town on the north bank of the Xe Pon River. The 4th Battalion had
moved northwest from FSB Sophia and searched on the south bank of the river. The 5th
Battalion remained in the vicinity of FSB Sophia.

The 2d Battalion reported finding 1220 122mm rockets destroyed by an Arc Light
strike at 1300H and observed 500 secondary explosions, two kilometers northeast of
Tchepone, following an Arc Light Strike at 1430H. FACs reported observing over 1600
secondary explosions from the same area on 8 March after a tactical air strike. One
kilometer south of this point, the 2d Battalion discovered 52 dead bodies and a cache of
stored weapons on _ March.

Resupply ssions were flown to all fire support bases on 7 and 8 March. Contact
with the enemy was light except at FSBs Lo Lo and Delta. Both of these sites experienced
mortar and rocket attacks followed by multi-company assaults.

Saturation search operations continued on 9 March by all units of the 1st Infantry

Division. A total of 59 enemy bodies and numerous destroyed supply caches were found

in areas hit by tactical air strikes. ..ie 1st Infantry Regiment observed enemy tanks near
mn pi. . TI we hit by ’ 17¢  n tillery liting in thre
tanl de¢ -oyed and five left burnir  The 4th Battalion of this rc ~'ment engaged an

er ny force south of the Xe Pon River killing twelve Communist soldiers.

Ground searches on 10 March confirmed more enemy killed by Arc Light strikes.
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Six kilometers southeast of Sophia, 391 bodies were found, 144 were counted in the 1st
Infantry Regiment area, 150 near FSB 30 and 60 just north of FSB Delta.

All three battalions that had been searching in the . .hepone area withdrew on 10
March to the escarpment and deployed to the east and south towards the high ground
above Route 914.
ENEMY BUILD-UP

At 1230H on 10 March FSB Sophia received 122 rounds of mixed 82mm and

122mm mortar rounds. Twelve ARVN soldiers were wounded and six 105mm howitzers
were damaged. Though enemy resistance to the Tchepone raid had been very light, there
was reason to believe that the NVA was preparing for another offensive. Sensor
detections showed heavy traffic on all routes coming into the battle area during the week
of 3-10 N ch. Traffic on Routes 1032B, 914B and 92A was especially heavy. Ten

southbound tracked vehicles were detected moving along Route 914B south of FSB Liz.

S

Likewise, ?gﬂghbound tracked vehicles were detected in trlewintry area.

The 70B Corps and attached units had suffered approximately 12,000 casualties
(including over 3,000 KBA) since the Lam Son operation began. These losses were
apparently replaced by the introduction of five more regiments into the war zone. Combat
troop strength rose to more than 24,000 organized in some twelve infantry regiments, two
artillery regiments and one tank regiment. Additionally, there were 11,000 rear service
troops in the area. The forces were approximately evenly divided in their deployment north
and uth of the £.. . /N position. With its uni replenished and reinforced, the NVA
command waited for the opportunity to mount a heavy attack against the South
Vietnamese in Laos.

The Tchepone raiders (2d Infantry Regiment) continued their easterly deployment on
11 March. The 2d Regiment headquarters, the 2d and 5th Battalions and a 105mm
artil y W helilifted from LZ Liz to Brown "leapfrogging"” over the -

ment at Lo Lo into the center of the 1st Infantry Division's positions on the
iy 1t. The h Battalion of ated around F 3 Sophia and the 3d Battalion secured
LZ Liz.

On 12 March, the 2d Regiment and its accompanying two battalions established a
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new fire support base at Sophia East (one kilometer wic " of '~ "~ own). Tt 3d ™ ittalion
was lifted out of LZ Liz and arrived at LZ Moon (adjacent to FSB Sophia East) at 1708H.
immediately after this lift, the 4th Battalion was extracted from FSB Sophia and closed on
LZ Moon at 1835H. The 2d Regiment consolidated its position and prepared for an attack
south to interdict Route 914 at Cua Viet and Cua Tang.

The 4th Armored Battalion (Composite) joined the ARVN forces in Laos on 13
March. its 260 personnel in 30 M41 tanks, nine M113 armored personnel carriers and
two M548 light tracked recovery vehicles moved along Route 9 to FSB Alpha to augment
route security operations. South Vietnamese strength in the Laotian AO reached its peak
of 17,104 on this date.

The 1st Infantry Division continued its searching operation and redeployment
maneuvers. The 2d Regiment command post moved by air to FSB Delta I. The 1st
Regiment received three mortar and artillery attacks of increasing intensity on FSB Lo Lo
and vicinity. These attacks-by-fire proved to be the prelude to four days of bitter fighting.
\Winineawrat FROM LAQOS

The orderly, phased redeployment east along the escarpment with thrusts south to
Route 914 which began on 10 March had met only token enemy resistance. The 2d
Battalion, 2d Infantry Regiment, probing south on 14 March reached the edge of the high
ground overlooking Route 914 and established a position two kilometers north of the road
and conducted small unit probes down to it. Elements of the 2d Regiment reported that
tactical air strikes destroyed two PT-76 tanks and an ammunition cache one kilometer east
of LZ Brown. Later they reported a battalion size enemy force two kilometers west of the
tank site but adverse weather prevented tactical air strikes on the position. On the same
day a FAC reported observing six enemy tanks 15 kilometers west of FSB A Loui on Route
9. The tanks were engaged and destroyed by tactical air. It was clear that the enemy had
timed his offensive maneuvers to strike the ARVN forces in the most vulnerable phase of

their operatior  the withdrawal.

Frc C )OH 1 14 March until 1100H on 17 March, the 1st Infantry Regiment w;
in almost continuous heavy contact with enemy troops. FSB Lo Lo received mortar, rocket

and 155mm artillery fire throughout 14 and 15 March. Resupply helicopters were unable
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distance away but the blast and noise was disconcerting to
the friendly troops...Tac air kept pounding all day long the
entire period. When darkness came and the fighters could not
be practically employed in a night owl operation in close
proximity, gunships were brought on station and they fired
constantly throughout the night. They expended seven
gunships and sufficient flareships to flare on the gunships the
first night. We had sufficient and ample gunships readily
available on station to take over when one gunship expended
its ordnance or a flareship ran out of flares. This became
critical. In between gunships, three to four minutes, the
enemy would be up and into the wire. The gunship would
then shoot them back from the wire and do this until the next
gunship came up. It continued all night. There is no doubt in
my mind that Hill 31 would have been overrun that first day or
at least that first night, if it had not been for tac air and
gunships...

The Hammer FAC Daily Intelligence Summaries are filled with examples of FACs
bringing in fighters very close to friendly troops. On 4 March, Hammer 223 was flying
north of A Loui when his Vietnamese back seater received word from the ground
commander that he was in a heavy TIC situation. The FAC expended three sets of fighters
with what the ground commander called good accuracy. Shortly after, the ground
commander, a Major Phu, said the TIC was broken. His troops moved into the bombed
area and found 150 dead NVA soldiers, along with small arms, machine guns and rockets.
Three dazed and wounded prisoners were captured. In a less spectacular, but perhaps
more typical strike on 28 February, Hammer 224 had a call at 0730 from a ground

til w ot K it x ki wth of i na
the border. An NVA company was in bunkers with small arms, automatic weapons and
mortars. The friendlies were to the north and had their position marked with a red panel.
The FAC requested napalm and Snakeye 500-pound bombs from Hillsboro, the ABCCC,

and put in three sets of fighters with "snake and nape.” The friendlies further marked their
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positions with smoke, and as the ground commander adjusted the fire through the back
seater, the bombs were put right on target. A large and a small secondary explosion were
reported, and the bombs also uncovered 20 bunkers and trenches under trees. An hour
later, the ground commander was attacked again and the FAC was overhead with a set of
fighters, putting them very close to the friendly positions marked with violet smoke. One
napalm canister burst very close to friendlies, but there were no casualties. Ground forces
counted 12 KBA after the strike.

In the hectic last days of withdrawal, tac air and B-52s worked together to preserve
an ARVN battalion position until helicopters could get the surviving members to safety.
Hammer 223 on the early morning of the 20th of March, was over the battalion south of
FSB A Loui, when he was informed of a TIC situation. An Arc Light was put in just 300
meters from the friendly battalion. In five minutes, after the smoke and dust of the B-52
strike had cleared, the FAC immediately started putting in fighters, nine sets of them,
resulting in numerous secondary explosions and fires just outside the friendly perimeter.
The battalion commander had insisted on these strikes very close to his position and the
FAC double-checked with Hammer Control to make sure it was safe. When the strikes
were over and the fighters had left, the ground commander reported that "the enemy was
still taking fire," meaning that secondary explosions kept going off. The FAC destroyed a
sizable ammunition storage area with these strikes.

Intensive tactical air strikes could not wholly suppress enemy weapons fire on
helicopters, neither could it prevent a friendly ground position from being overrun. Careful
examination of the battles at Ranger Hill, Objective 31, FSB Lo Lo and FSB Delta show
that when the enemy had numerical superiority and was determined to take a position,
tactical air power alone could not stop him from doing so once the ground defense was
weakened.

More than 15 percent of the tactical air sorties in Lam Son 719 went against

emy al rc We ) As ¢ renth Air Force officials knew very well, tI NVA had
a formidable air defense network deployed along the logistics route structure in southern
Laos. When warned of the threat, allied Army commanders failed to share the Air Force's
concern. While adhering to the Army's priorities in tactical air support, the Air Force

conducted a concerted "gun killing" effort throughout the campaign. As a result of these
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operations 109 antiaircraft artiliery pieces were destroyed, 18 damaged and 42 silenced.
Additionally, 54 automatic weapons were destroyed, 9 damaged and 10 silenced. Mortar
and artillery positions threatening helicopter landing zones were also struck. A total of
225 weapons were destroyed, 48 damaged and 63 silenced by tactical air.

Defenses Against Fixed Wing Aircraft

The principal threat to fixed wing aircraft from antiaircraft guns consisted of 57mm,
37mm, and 23mm. The predominant caliber encountered was the 37mm gun. At the
onset of the operation, there were an estimated 155 antiaircraft guns in the Lam Son 719
area, 60 percent of which were 37mm. Near the end of the operation the estimated gun
count had decreased by 20 guns to 135, indicating that the enemy's losses of antiaircraft
weapons from air strikes had exceeded his capability to replace them.

It was not possible to estimate the number of automatic weapons (12.7mm and
14.5mm) in the area of operations because of their mobility; however, these guns posed
the most significant threat. Automatic weapons were known to be associated with AAA
units and infantry units as well, and were deployed throughout the Lam Son 719 AO.
These weapons were credited with the largest number of hits and losses.

There were a total of 42 fixed-wing hits and seven fixed wing aircraft losses.
These figures reflect 3.4 hits per 1000 sorties and .58 losses per 1000 sorties, and
compare with 1.0 hits per 1000 sorties and .24 losses per 1000 sorties in Steel Tiger
during November, December, and January.

While electronic and photographic reconnaissance yielded some indications that
there were fire control radars in the Lam Son 719 area, none was confirmed. There were
no reported radar-directed AAA firings in the Lam Son 719 AO.

Direct hits in the gun pit by hard bombs were required to destroy antiaircraft
artillery pieces {such as 23mm, 37mm or 57mm). It was very difficult to hit a
camouflaged gun surrounded by dense vi 2tation which was the typical emplacement in
Lam Son . |9, bet Vit inted a very © 1l target.

The most efficient weapon used against these small, obscure targets was the
Paveway, a laser-guided MK 84 or M118 bomb. The illuminator aircraft flew at 8000 feet
as the strike aircraft released the ordnance in a 45-degree dive at 450 knots from 12,000

feet altitude. Using this delivery mode, both aircraft were beyond the lethal range of all
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but the largest of the enemy's AA pieces. During the 8 February - 24 March period, 99
sorties attacked antiaircraft artillery sites delivering 173 laser-guided bombs resulting in 70
AA positions destroyed and five damaged.

One USAF Hammer FAC who had developed a special skill in knocking out AA
weapons was First Lieutenant Leonard J. Funderburk. Prior to Lam Son 719, he was
credited with 75 guns destroyed in Laos and during the operation, he added another 47.
His method was to request Paveway ordnance as soon as he arrived on station and began
his visual reconnaissance. By the time the fighters arrived, he would have pinpointed the
targets usually by observing the location of muzzle flashes. He would direct the strike on
the gun position and immediately request another set of fighters equipped with Paveway
ordnance. He considered Paveway not only the best weapon against AA weapons but also
the best against moving or stationary tanks.

ATTACKS AGAINST ARMOR

Perhaps the most dramatic episodes for tactical air power during Lam Son 719
occurred in the attacks on enemy tanks. One of the surprising developments in the
operation was the deployment of a tank regiment in the battle area. [t is estimated that
there were 120 tanks including the PT-76, T-34 and T-54 models.

The PT-76 is a light, amphibious tank weighing 15.4 tons and armed with a 76mm
main gun plus one 7.62mm machine gun mounted coaxially with the main gun. The T-34
is a medium tank weighing 35 tons when combat loaded and armed with a 85mm main
gun. The T-54 is a medium class tank weighing 40 tons and armed with one 100mm main
gun, one 12.7mm (.50 caliber) machine gun mounted on the turret roof and two 7.62mm
machine guns, one mounted coaxially with the main gun and one mounted in the front of
the hull. Most of the tanks in the Lam Son 719 area were PT_76s; however, the T-564
presented the greatest challenge to tactical air, not only because of its heavier armor, but
its 12.7mm machine gun with a 1000-meter effective range gave the tank crews the

ity to 00t ¢ ti :n lelow I them.

The tanks were intended to provide mobile firepower support of the NVA infantry as
compensation for the U.S. air-delivered firepower supporting the ARVN. The destruction
of these tanks was of importance throughout the campaign but critically so during the

battle for Objective 31 and in the final days of the retreat.



55

Throughout the whole of the campaign the allies claimed the destruction of 108
enemy tanks. Tactical air strikes destroyed 74 and damaged 24 others in 241 attacks
made during the critical period of fighting, 8 February to 24 March. These attacks, in
effect, neutralized the NV A tank regiment, denying the enemy what he undoubtedly
considered a critical advantage against the South Vietnamese forces. Tactical air also was
used on 24 march to knock out the usable tanks left behind by the withdrawing ARVN
forces.

Rockeye Il (MK 20; antiarmor, cluster bomblet) and CBU-24 munitions used in
combination with general purpose bombs were delivered in 49 attacks and destroyed 11
tanks, while damaging seven others. In four attacks CBU-24s alone were dropped and one
tank was destroyed. The Zuni rocket (5 inch, folding fin, aerial rocket with 15 pound
shaped charge) demonstrated its effectiveness in destroying four tanks in four attacks.

The Paveway again proved to be a very efficient weapon. Despite the protection of
camouflage, terrain cover and movement, seven enemy tanks were destroyed by the laser-
guided bombs. In six attacks delivering 10 MK 84 LGBs five tanks were destroyed (the
one tank was missed because of a "bore-sight" error in the illuminator). Two attacks with
two M118 LGB weapons destroyed two tanks. A Hammer FAC described the efficiency of
the Paveway:

...I put in two sets of conventional ordnance on this one tank,
a set of A-37s and a set of F-100s with negative results.
They got all around it, but didn't even knock the camouflage
off the tank. | received a flight of Paveways, and with the
first bomb, it was destroyed. The tank rolled over on its side
and it was seen burning...

In addition to its high-kill ratio, the Paveway was less dangerous to deliver against a
T-b4 with its turret mounted machine gun. The delivery mode was the same as that

loy lac 1+t N ¢ ftgu tl tl -guit | bombs we ( i by
the strike aircraft in a 45 degree dive at 450 knots calibrated airspeed and 12000 feet/

Tanks encountered at night were engaged by the AC-119K and AC-130 gunships.
In 11 attacks, AC-119K aircrews reported destroying 10 tanks and damaging one with

20mm HEI/API (high explosive incendiary/armor piercing incendiary} munitions. AC-130
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crews firing 40mm HEI destroyed 14 tanks and damaged three others in 28 attacks. All of
these tanks are believed to have been PT-76 light tanks. The AC-130 results were
reported by either FACs or ground reconnaissance. The AC-119K crews used the criteria
that impacts on the target which resulted in secondary explosions or fires destroyed the
target and impacts on the target with no target reaction are reported as damaged. The
AC-130 firings were from 9500 feet AGL and the AC-119K attacks were from 5500 feet
AGL. Both used normal gunship firing tactics.

Tactical air achieved a stunning success overall in the destruction of the enemy's
armored force, yet in localized situations, low cloud cover and poor visibility did permit the
enemy to maneuver his tanks unseen from the air. This gave him an advantage at
Objective 31 and could have (save for a break-in-the-weather) on 22 March when he
massed 20 tanks and sought to overtake the ARVN armored column.

Capitalizing on the NVA tactic of "hugging" the friendly positions (sometimes as
close as 30 meters), the 1st Infantry Division would set up night defensive positions out
from the fire support bases and request an Arc Light strike on their NDP coordinates during
the early morning hours. About one-half hour before the scheduled time-over-target, the
infantrymen would withdraw from their position hoping that the Arc Light strike would find
the NVA troops still in the vicinity of the night position. It frequently worked. Variations
of this tactic were also employed during the day. At LZ Lo Lo, Brigadier General Phan Van
Phu, Commander of the 1st Infantry division reported, "The enemy tries to get very close
to us, hoping we will get hit by one of our own bombs. We let them come close, then pull
back just before the air strikes, closing again when the bombers have finished. If you
want to kill people, you must use maximum air."

In another statement, General Phu added, "During the heavy fighting around FSB Lo
Lo early in the week, | called for B-52 strikes within 300 yards of my units. Many of the
nearly 1700 enemy soldiers reported killed in that fighting died in those strikes."

SHORT RQ''MDS

There were three incidents in which the ordnance from tactical air strikes struck
allied ground positions in Operation Lam Son 719 (30 January to 24 March). The first
incident occurred on 6 February when a Navy A-6, Electron 512, dropped two Rockeye Il

{antiarmor CBU) dispensers on friendly positions near Lao Bao in Quang Tri Province,
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Republic of Vietham. The ordnance hit elements of the 8th Airborne Battalion. Seven
ARVN soldiers were killed, 55 were wounded and one armored personnel carrier was
destroyed. The cause of the short round was attributed to poor weather requiring internal
electrical guidance for expenditure of the Rockeye. Aircrew disorientation, target
misidentification and possible equipment malfunction contributed to the incident.

Insertions in to Landing Zone Lo L on 5 March resulted in 38 ARVN injured in
another short round incident. Two F-4 aircraft, Gunfighter 26 and 27, from the 366th
Tactical Fighter Wing expended CBU-12 white phosphorous incendiary smoke during the
insertion.

On 14 March, two Marine A-4E aircraft, Ring Neck 203-1 and 203-2 from the 1st
MAW dropped Mark 82, 500 pound high-drag bombs on a friendly position of the First
ARVN Infantry Division resulting in nine killed, 13 wounded seriously and three with minor
injuries. Poor communications between the FAC and the ground commander, uncertainty
of the exact location of the friendly forces and weather conditions were primary factors
contributing to the incident. Due to an uncooperative attitude by the FAC's Vietnamese
interpreter, the FAC had to use an Army helicopter as relay in communicating with the
ground commander. The exact friendly position was impossible to establish during the
investigation. The friendly commander did acknowledge, however, that the FAC's smoke
was on the enemy position. The FAC was IFR during the final run in of Ring Neck 203-2
and unable to observe the strike. During the last portion of his final, Ring Neck 203-2 was
hit by enemy ground fire which could have affected his accuracy of release.

Helicopter delivery of troops in a combat assault in a permissive environment is an
effective tactic that capitalizes on the advantages of initiative, flexibility and mobility. If
possible, the tactical scheme of maneuver should be predicated on the exercise of several
options in landing sites to permit the assault to be made where enemy resistance is least.
For an assault into an area of formidable enemy ‘stanc it the task of tt Air Force to
deliver heavy firepower, integrated with other fires, to suppress the enemy defensive fire
so that the assault can be made with minimal risk to the helicopters and troops. Close
timing of the landing zone preparation and the combat assault is essential so that the
enemy is denied the opportunity to react. To provide a reasonable degree of safety all

helicopter operations in a well defended area should be conducted only after tactical air
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has delivered the necessary suppressive ordnance. Heliborne assaults like airborne
assaults are most successful when made into very low threat areas.

The selection and preparation of landing zones requires a close, formalized
relationship among the on-scene Air Cavalry Commander, the Army Air Mission
Commander and the Air Force Forward Air Controller which welds them into a team.

To rely solely on air-delivered firepower to counter a superior enemy ground force is
a poor tactical plan because enemy air defenses, limited air resources, or adverse weather
may deny the firepower support at a critical time.

Although this report covers the Lam Son 719 operation up to 24 March when the
last ARVN units left Laos, the operation continued until 8 April when it was officially
declared over. Hammer FACs continued to fly over the area directing air strikes on known
or suspected enemy targets, reporting that the antiaircraft fire was more intense than ever.
The Commando Hunt V interdiction program continued in the Steel Tiger area of Laos
which included Lam Son, and enemy truck traffic within Laos, just after the ARVN troops
withdrew, reached a peak for the year, surpassing the truck traffic for a similar period the
year before. The ARVN made two fairly ineffectual one-day commando raids into Laos.
Activity in Military Regions | and Il of South Vietnam stepped up considerably as it did in
Military Region IV. The true test of the effectiveness of Lam Son 719, according to many
observers, would come in late 1971 and early 1972. The rationale for this view was that
Cambodia had bought eight months of security for Military Region |ll and that the Lao

incursion might have the same effect in northern RVN.
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D-Day

DASC Victor established at Quang Tri.

First C-130 landed at Khe Sanh revealed the runway was too soft and
required further preparation.

DASC Victor became operational and LZ constructs were executed on four
sites. Phase Il "Jump Off".

The 2d Airborne Battalion occupied Hill 30 at 0325 and the 3d Airborne
Battalion occupied Hill 31 at 0809H without enemy contact.

First tac air used in support of TIC.

1st Armored Brigade reached LZ A Loui.

Consolidation Phase began.

2/1 ARVN Infantry Battalion Combat assaulted into LZ at FSB Delta.

First Combat Sky Spot made in support of Lam Son Operation.

Sustained C-130 operations on the MX-19 assault strip at Khe Sanh began.
39th Range Battalion received the first large-scale enemy attack and
perimeter positions were overrun.

The 39th Ranger Battalion evacuated their position on the evening of 20 Feb
after daily attacks since 18 Feb.

4/3 ARVN Infantry Battalion combat assaulted into LZ Brown.

FSB 30 and 31 received heavy armor and infantry attacks with FSB 31
overrun. First fixed wing combat loss to automatic weapons fire.

Contact continued heavy at FSB 31. ARVN tanks and infantry ordered to
join up and move forward to defend FSB 31.

Old AM-2 runway opened for C-130 operations at Khe Sanh.

Heavy attack by fire on FSB 40.

Seventy-nine C-130 sorties flown into Khe Sanh delivering over 916 tons of
cargo, 1143 pax and 35,000 gallons of JP-4 - the largest single airlift in a
one-day time period during Lam Son 719.

Combat assault into LZ Lo Lo from LZ Delta with 42 helicopters hit, seven
helicopters lost and 20 nonflyable. Commander of FSB 30 reported 200

casualties, ten friendly APCs and tanks destroyed or damaged, and no food
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or water for two days. Commander evacuated FSB 30 during the night.
Marines were built-up to a full division (three brigades).

Fifty-four tac air sorties used to prep LZ Liz for the successful combat
assault by the 1/1 and 4/1 ARVN Infantry Battalions.

4/2 ARVN Infantry Battalion combat assaulted into LZ Sophia.

3/2 ARVN Infantry Battalion combat assaulted into LZ Hope.

2/2 ARVN Infantry Battalion established positions around Tchepone (the
most western point in the operation).

The easterly deployment began.

LZ Liz and LZ Sophia abandoned.

The 1st ARVN Infantry Regiment encountered heavy contact in the vicinity
of LZ Lo Lo reporting 1100 enemy KIA.

3/1st ARVN infantry Battalion evacuated LZ Lo Lo moving to FSB Brown.
Operable field artillery was destroyed in place.

3d Regimental Command Post and 4/3 ARVN Infantry Battalion lifted from
FSB Delta to Khe Sanh.

1st Regiment lifted from FSB Brown to Khe Sanh after experiencing heavy
contact with enemy since 13 March.

The attempt to extract the 4/1 ARVN Infantry Battalion from their position,
19 km east south east of Tchepone, was delayed due to constant heavy
enemy fire. During the night of 18-19 March the CO and XO were killed in
heavy contact which had reduced effective strength to 180. FSB A Loui
evacuated as the Armored Task Force began moving eastward to FSB Alpha.
All units experienced contact. The 147th VNMC Brigade reported 1000 KIA
(400 KBA) while suffering 85 KIA and 238 WIA.

2d Regiment, 1st Airborne Bri¢ Jde CP and the 5th Airborne Battalion airlifted
to Khe Sanh.

Armored Task Force stalled south of Route 9 while preparing to cross Xe
Pon River. Enemy tanks moving eastward on Route 9 in Laos were stopped
before overtaking the friendly column.

At 1000H all ARVN Armor and Airborne had crossed into South Vietnam.
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During the night of 22-23 March FSB Delta was overrun and at 1015H tac
air destroyed 13 abandoned artillery pieces.

Helicopters were attempting to locate stragglers for extraction to South
Vietnam. All units were officially listed as withdrawn from Laos.

VNMC Recon Teams were inserted into Laos as a rear guard action to stem

the enemy's movement into SVN.



