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Serving in dirset support of tha Frae World.Forces anu the drmy of
the Republic of Vietnam, the 157th Aviation Company is similar to the
meny other aviation units of tha same size and structure. TFormed
originally as Co A, 1st Aviation Bat-alion, 1st Infantry Division at
Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vung Tau, Vietnam on 1 Msy 1965,
Moving directly to Ban Me Thuot, with an aircraft complenent of 24
Ur-1D's ths advance party was welcomed by LIC Lslbert Tovmsend, Formar
Comnander of the 52rd Aviation Battalion., After much praparstion and
many training hours through which the men of Co A bacame proficient
in thz now and demanding techniques of flying in o combot zona, tha
company was declared operational on 1 June 1965. On 20 Novamber 1945
Company A was rsdesignited as the 155th Aviation Company (Air Mobile Light).
From the first, the 155th's airlift pl-toons were knowm os "Stoge
Coach" while the Armed Platoon was eslled the "Falcons", Flying from
Saizon in the south to Dak Psh in the north, from the coastal plains,
to th: Canbodian border, the Stagecoach~Falcon team has spread their
reputation for cecomplishing their mission while myintaining the highest

of safety stondords and aireraft availatility throughout Viostaoam,




SIGEIFIC.LY AVILT3 ‘Biu OPAR.LTICKS

PZRIOD 1 Jonuery - 37 Decembor 1966

The begirning of Jamu~ry 1966 found the 155th ergaged in operations

in the Seigon area. They took paft in 2 combat assault followed by
supplying eight =2irlift helicopiers and four armed eccorts, to Southk
Vietnam Premier, Nguyen Cao Ky and his party, It was then north to
Phu Cat for operation Masher/White Wing, These mi:sions were tipical
of those pulled by the young Company, One misfortune merred the fine
combat record., Two members of the gun platoon departed their aircraft
*f'tor landing near Bu Prang on 29 March 1965 and accidently wondered
into an old French mirefiold., Warrant Officer Raymon L. Ford and
Warrart Officsr Philip C. Smith beecoms casuaitias when thay detonated
anti-personnal mines.

Initial doys of 4April were spant in normal mission flizhts sround
ths verious supported szetors, but lotor missions toﬁk the comvnny
farther ~:ay from home bass. The 18t Adr Cuvalry Division i-itintoed
Operations Poul Rovere in mic-April to search out cnd destroy the

elusive enemy in the hozardous Chu Pong mountain ranga.

Tragdy struck the company on 27 Moy 66 during 2 troop 1ift south
of Pleiku., WO Eugzne W. Cosawell was.killed when his cireraft fnilad
to clear tell tress in 2 toke off from a confinad arec 2nd erzshed,
Crowchief PFC Robart C. Ince and gunner, rFC Richard E Dabney Jr., worse
severly burned. PFC Dabney subsequently dizd on 3 June while enroute

to an Jdrmy hos:ital in San Antonie, Tuxas,




July 4, 1966 was pissed 2t home Thse with Viltnassse rwpros.atatives
from the loc-l Darl-c Provincs gnthering te c.lobrats the Declarstion of
Independence Doy with the lmurican s:rviceman at the aviztion compound,

Provinca Firance chiaf tri »raserted zifts te the commend in Lch-1f of his
- (=3

peopls for the continuing U.o. effort in ojposing Viet Cong aggression in

Succassful 155 participstion in the elecso ground cembat of the 23rd
from 6 to 10 July prompted Brig Gen. Nguyen Van Manh, to present Viotn-ncso
honors to thre: men of ths company on 1 August. Major Parlas received
thc Viotnomese Gallantry Cross with the silver sbar., Caplain Frest
rocei wd the Vietnamose Cross of Gallantry for suppressive ormed ~ir
support which resultsd in killing forty (40) Viet Cons.

Events provzd to be pleasant on Thonksgiving and Christmas for the
men of the 155th. Foth days were holidays for the troops and both ware
2njoyed fittingly. On 24 November the compound swimnlng pool was ofiici~1ly
opined by 17ta Group Commander, Col John W. Muwr, Inf, and 52nd Battnllon
Commander, LTC Foy Rice, in 2 ribhon cutting é:rcmo,y. On : 4 Decemher
the new B:attalien Gommender LTC Paul € Smithey, TC; assisted in dedic-ting
ths Crossbow Inn NHOU clui which contributed to the:racreationil oiferings
of the cviition ccmporund 2t fan Me Thuot.

On 30 October, = UH1D commanded by »U ifichael . Corycll and piloted
bty WU Wilmer J. Willingham was shot down whila cn a resupply mission for
an eloment of tha 25th Infentry neer Plei Dyereng., Crashing to the
ground in flames, theie wore nc surviors. OCamp Coryell the home of the

155 wes namad in hiz lonor,




1 Jon - 31 Dec 67

The 3rd of Jaruary brought o new scene to the 15%th. The company
moved its flizht olsments and repregontnatives from mairtencnes, ~vicrics,
and administration to a field headyurrters at Comp Holloway Airfield in
Pleiku,

From Pleiku, eclements of the 155th alternated in Kontum working with
special forces,

The company moved back to Ban Me Thuot on the 23rd of February only
to be recalled to Pleiku. Thesz moves ware typlecal missions for the 155.
It was slways on the move.

On 16 Morch whils participiting in o combat assavlt west of Ploiku,
a flight element of the 155th came under intense ensmy fire. Two aircroft
were suriously damaged by hostile rounds ~nd one othor was shot down
ind burned upon impact., Thae Company suffercd two KIA and two WIi durii.g
the ficree engagemunt with thoe enemy. "I saw the snip going down with
flomss villowing from the engine compartment, Then it hit the trees rnd
fell through the comopy. We noticed a small clearing sbout 200 meters
frem the erash and set our ship down in it. Tho crewchisf and I jumped
from cur ship, he with his M~80 machine ~nd I with my M-16" This was
the way 1LT Richard Sperling described the sction after the 135th Huey
crished after being hit by ground fire during operation Sam Houston on
“hat sventful day., LT dperling and SP5 Michnel Baucom unhesitatingly
went to their rescus with complote disregard for the cnomy moriars that

wers trying desperately to destroy the dowmud crew.




On tac 27 August, 6 1if% Lislicopters and 4 gun ships extrzctod 180
SILG Special Ferces Trozps frem Due Lop in Dir Log Provismeo.  4g the
trunsport flizht lifted out of the Duc Lp londing zpne or the first
11ift, hostile fire was rcecoivad., Two of tiau ciprny airceraft were hit
and ene returnsd immedintsly b the airficld. Tha other zircraft,

commanded by Warrant Officer 3tave Owens, was foreed down into 2 clearin

m

iw the jungle when it lost oil bressure,  The aireraft whs receiving fire

@

when it touched down in tha cle~ring from en enemy fores in the troe line,
One pussenger wns wounded by the fire, The romainder of tiae flicht followad
#0 OQwens iato the clearing and their passengers sccured the arer within

ten minut§s= Two hours loater the damaged rireraft was remevad, but

tae CLDG Commnnder decided to teke the oppertunity te stalk tho enemy

-

cne rencined on the target which had bosn inadvertently cffered him,
M0 Owens s2id of the action, ™It was close, tut how many tim.s con you
g2t shot down and hove your own line compsny fellow you in? We wore
roceiving heavy fire on the ground, Had 1% not beon for the quick
reacticn of those CIDG my crow weould not be 1live today!

On the 6th of Novembsr o sccond change of "command wes held for
the 155th, The guidon was passed from M-jor Charlie P. Flening to Major
Billy R. Goodall.

The year clesed with elements of the unit in Pleiku. The 155 Aviation
Company (4ML) was the epitone of Air mobility at work., Tie year had seen
them working in Hue Phu Bai area in the morth, Their czl] signe had baen

heard os far south as Seigen, They werc truly part »f the Vagchonds

o Vietnan,




