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Serving in direct sup;;ort of the Fr JG ·'lorlo. Forces antt thd .Al"my of 

the Republic of Viatnam, th" 15:'th Aviation Company is similar to the 

IDr'!ny other avintion units of th" S.::L71G ;3izB anc'( structure. Formed 

originally as Co A, 1st Aviation Batl1lion, 1st Infantry Division at 

Fort ~l~y, Kansas, the UL~it arrived at Vung Tau, Vietn9~ on 1 M~y 1965. 

Moving diNctly to Ban He Thuot, with an aircr:>.ft compleDl<.lnt of 24 

Uli-1D I s th" advance party wae welcomed by LTC JJulbert Townsend, Former 

Com;;;.:md"r of th" 52nd Avhtion Battalion. Aftor much pNparation '.end 

;·,nny trdning hours through which th3 men of Co A b3came profici<3l1t 

in th." now and dem"nding teclmiqu,",s of flying in 0. combc'.t zons, the 

compan,' was d0clnred op,')rationnl on 1 June 1965. On 20 Novamber 19::05 

Company .J. '1:18 r3dosign::.ted as th<J 155th Avi:ltion Company (,tir }jobilG Light). 

From the first, tho 155th ' s airlift pl.::toons \lere known as "Skge 

Coach" l,hil'" the ,u-mod Ph.toon was c2.lled th8 "Falcons". Flying from 

3aigon in the south to D:J.k Peh in th.) north, from the co~sta.l phins, 

to th3 C3.lnbodirul border, th" stagecoach-Falcon te~ has spread theJir 

Nputation for ",ccomplishing their mis-don whilo milint"ining til" highest 

of safety st.::ndards and aircraft .?nilatili ty throughout Vi.,t'1Jlll. 



-- -------_._--_. 

Pi:RIOD 1 JJnuo.ry - 31 D0cembor 1966 

The begir.l1j.ns of J.:.nu ..... ry 1966 found the 155th '3r,gOtged in opJr:'.tions 

in the Seigon aN~. They took pJ.rt in "" comb~.t 2.SS:::'Ult follOl-lad by 

suppl;;L1g dight drlift hOlicopters Otnd four,rmed e.scorts, to . South 

"i0tn:un Premiilr, Nguyen Cao Ky and his p:rty. It was then north to 

Phu Co.t for operation l.b.sher/:~hite Ifillg. These mLsions WON tipicd 

of those pulled by the young Compc.ny. One ;aisfo rtul1e mC.rr8d the fi:1" 

combat r8cord. 1\10 memror3 of tho gun pl"toon depo.rtod their .::lircraft 

·.creor lending near Bu Prang on 29 M?rch 1965 "nd accid,mtly w.c.ndeNd 

into !lIl old French mil~Gfi~ld. Hurrant Officer R::ymon 1. Ford .?nd 

·warrc.nt Offic8r Philip C. Smith b"C:'.lll8 c~.su'tlties whan th.oy detOl'::?ted 

:lnti-personnal mines. 

Ini tili d,-.ys of April were spont in norm"l nission fli'c,hts ,:roulld 

t:1'3 vc.rious supported s8ctors, but l,'ttor missions took the com:J'cny 

fJ.rth~r ,r'.).;,' from home bns;;. Tho 1st Air C'lv2lry Division i :lti:ltod 

Op"rc1ti:'ns P.~.ul Rovere in me.·April to se2rch out end destroJ t.ll'.) 

elusive enemy in the h'zc.rdou3 Chu Pong mountrlin rllnge. 

Tr.:tgdy struck thd comp-lny on 27 Ho.y 66 during 2. troop lift south 

of Pleiku. WO Eugane W. Cos,Jwell \lilS killed whan his,.ircr,"ft f:'.il~d 

to cla:lr t?.ll tr..l8S in ~ tc.k.'l off from Co confined ,-.rec. :md crc.shcld. 

CNwchief PFC Rob'3rt C. 1uce tlnd guJ'_"1er, ?}'C Richo::rd E D·".bniJY Jr., ,13N 

sev03rly burnod. Pt'C Dabney subsequ<3ntly diod on .3 June ,.nil03 Gnrout" 

to c.n .lrmy hos ,it'll in S~.n Jintonio, Tvxas. 

--......... -._---. 



from th0 loc~.l D~.rl '"'.c PrOVi~C3 ~~,thari~g to c ..:1\3br:J.tJ th.:; D0cl -;.r::. tio:n of 

Indap, .. mdonc0 n··,.y ' .. Ii th thJ _·.n..;r:;'c~"".r: s·:·rviC~r.1:nl c.t th~ C:.vi·::tion comp0U:1d. 

Province Fi~:~nc..J chi.)f '.L·ri ::>r.Jsl.:Jl:t.3d g.i .. £'ts tc the conunclld in buh .... If of his 

peopl" for thc; continuing li.". ,,±'i'ort in o)posing Viot Cong "ggre%ion in 

th0ir :::.rl3a. 

SucG3snfd 155 p'lrticip,etion in tho clcsu ground ccm'tnt of th3 23rd 

from 6 to 10 July prompted Brig G.3n. Nguyen v: .... n H.-tnh, to prusJnt Vj ... :/cn""';Joso 

!lonors to thrCH m-..;;n of tho corn}xm;)' on 1 _·~ugust. l-k'\jor FarIas r03C0ivl3d 

tne Vi . .Jtn.:::L13SG Gn.ll:tnt::.. .. y Cross with th0 silvGr 3 ':.:tr. C2.pt:!ir~ Frost 

SUP1Jort ,rhich ::'38Ul'i;"d in killing forty (40) ViGt Congo 

EVGnts prov.::ci to tv p10,C\s2nt on Th',nksgiving ~nd Christnns for tho 

man of the 155th. Both d:>.ys \WN holid~ys for th" tro"ps ~d both ,!::>ro 

3njoyed fittingly. On 24 lI'ovJr.1bar the compound sWim;',ing pool w"\s oCid~,lly 

op)nc;d by 17th Group COllll'!cmdor, Col Johr.. 1,r. MT<'r, I!1f, c.nci 52nd B'ltklion 

Conur,:md,"r, LT.C F'oy Ric,", in Q ribbon cutting cJr.omony. On: 4 Doc0ruber 

tho now E:~ttJ.lion COffir.l~nd"r LTC P~ul C Smithoy, TC, :o.ssistod in dedic",ting 

th~ Crossbo',r In:: NC:J clui, which c':Jntributod to th0 r,;,cro:;.tioniJ. oifcri:lgs 

of th" c.vLtion ccmp)ul'ld~t L:ln lI:e Thuot. 

On 30 October, a UH1 D coonr.t"-nc!ed by .Ii) ;';ich~.ol :'. Cory;:;ll end piloted 

1y Wu lhL':lClr J. Hil:!.ingh:.m W!li3 shot down whilo en a rusupply rllSSi01), for 

::.n 01Jm0nt of th3 25t:! Infc.ntry r.oc.r Ploi IrJer;;ng. Cr:lshing to tho 

p-ou.'1d in flrunes, thel e were nc surviors. CCunp Coryelll the home of the 

155 ',;e.s n'lmad in hi,~ Yonor. 



1 J,~n - 31 Dec 67 

The 3rd of JanUQI"'J brought c. nael SCdl1e to the 15YGh. The compQl1y 

mov~d its fli:.~l1t vl.:lmants "'l:~I1 :(0pras.):1t ..... tiv~s fro!';l mr.i:·,ter.;,':-.ncd, '"'.Yior~ics, 

am! administr'.tion to a fiele', l1e2dqu.'.rt3rs at C::\lIlp Bolloele.y Airfiald in 

PliJiku. 

From Pleiku, elements of the 155th dtGrnated b Kontum worldne with 

sp~cial forces. 

Tho compal".y moved bQck to B:ln l'ie Thuot on the 23rd of February only 

to be recalled to Pleiku. These moves were typical missions for tho 155. 

It. w·~s ~,lways on the move. 

On 16 Hc.rch whih particip;:ting in c. comb:lt ('.ssc.dt W8st of PIJiku, 

a flight ~lemc3nt of the 155th C·s'm0 undclr il'ltanse enamy fire. Two uircrc.ft 

\-[ere s:lriously du.rn...'1g0ci by hostile rounds ,"'.nd one oth-Jr W'lS shot down 

c.nd burned upon impc.ct. Tile Comp:V1Y sufferod two KIA :lnci two HIA durL;g 

tile fierce engllgc;m'Jnt with th" ODf'my. "I SJ.W tha ship going down with 

fl.:.rn.:3s tillouing from th0 cngin~ comp:lrt!:l0nt. Th~n it hit the trees ,~.nd 

fell tr.rough the c:unopy. We notic()d ~ smdll cleJ.ring "bout 200 metGrs 

from th8 cr0.3h and set our ship down in it. Th" cr()wchief and I j~~ped 

frol11 cur Ship, he with his M-60 machine ~c.lld I "lith my M-16" This was 

the w:.y 1LT P.icbrd Sp'3rling descri.~"d the action after the 155th HUGy 

cr:shed 3.ftar being hit by ground fir0 du:ring opero.tion SiJ,lll HoustOll on 

th,lt:ventful duy. LT ';perling J.nd SP5 Ydch'l<ll B2.ucom u.nhilsiktir\;;ly 

,liJnt to th~h' rescue 'lith complilte disrOlg:lrd for tha nnomy mortars tl":l.t 

WiJr..; trying c.asparJ.tely to destroy the downud crew. 

-_ ....... -_.--_ ... , 



--------_. __ ._--_. 

On th0 27 August, 6 lif'v :;.:li8opt.Jrs ::ncl 4 gun ships extr:.ct"d 180 
CliJG Spuci.J.l Forces Tro.:ps fruEl Due L-'.p in D '::''' L:~c Provi~'lc,J. .:103 thi) 

tr:lnsport fli;;ht lift",d out e;f t:h.l Due L'p l:\n,",l;.~g zpn<l OL tho) first 

lift, hostU·c firo wr:s Ncoiv.)d. Two of t:l'J CC';',ip'ny 0.ircr.1ft Wuri) hit 

nnd on;.) r0turn-3d i.~"l1edi"l. t.:;ly t. tl1~ ~:irfi01d. Th3 oth8i'" .::..ircr~.ft, 

comrn·lndod by ~·b.rr.::.nt Officor St,)VQ Ow8ns, W'1S forcdd duwr;, into D. clonring 

i:c tha junglo \-lhdn it lest oil prdssure. Th,J .!lircr:!.ft 'V.'~S rJccd.ving fire 

whan it t:.;uchad down in thJ clc".ring fr:>m 2.n enemy force in the troG 1in-3. 

On,;; p::,s30ng0r t.r~s ~'l(!u.ndGd by th3 fir.:;. The rJm:lindor of t110 fli~:ht follow.::d 

\'JO 01.01 .jUG i:1to th8 c10D..ring :tl1d th..3ir p1SSJngers socure~ th0 ~.roc.. wi thin 

t~n j.:inutJs,. 1':.-10 h;:,urs l:·'.ter thQ d~:.m(!.god 1ircrllft wo.s r0ffir.v0d, "!Jut 

t:1v C1DG Com-:F:.l::d,;,.;r d'Jcidot: t~, tC.k0 the opportuni tj~ to stulk th0 cI2Jmy 

'.n6. r0r;l-.... in .. :ld on thJ t'J.rgot which h ... !.d b,3~n in:ldv~rtantly cffGred hi..lll1 

110 OW0n5 s:::.id cf tho a.ction, "It W::1.S close, t·ut hvw m.:lny tim.Js c~:n you 

g3t sh')t down .lncl h::-ve ycur OHU lin.:: comp::.ny follr:\! you in'? 1~0 vlOre 

roc.3i virlg h3'lVTJ fir·.:; on the gr:;und. Hn.cl it not b.3..:n for thD qUick 

rG~.ctivn of th;)su CIDG my cr.;;w \,culd not be llive tccby" 

On the 6th of NOV81no'3r .:. s0cond ch 1ngo of' cOr.1!!1c.nd WcS h0ld for 

tb., 155th. Th3 guidon W:J.S p.lsscd from H~jor Charlie P. Fleming to H".jor 

Billy R. Go.Jda11. 

The yoar closod with elamonts of the unit in P13iku. Tho 155 Aviation 

C.')mp;:.'lY (AUr.) Wc.s the epi tODd of b.ir llL,bility at work. l':ltl ye~r h~.cl seen 

theE). working in Hu" Phu B:ti a.rea in th", n,')rtl1. ThGir c::11 sig'ls h"-'.d be;;n 

heard ::s far south as S.~iJ··~,n. ThGY woro truly p!.1.rt ,)f thi) 1Tc1gc.r.onds 


