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TO: SEE, DISTRIBUTION

The iteme listed below have been oxtracted from brigade unitst
quarterly reports of lessons lozrned for the period 1 August -
31 October 1966, and are published as tacticsl lessons learned Nr. 3

T. AIRMOBILE OVER TICHS IN CACIFICITICN AREsS

Item: Aircrait receive excessive hits while supporting
pacification missions, :

Discussion: Aviation units participating in pacification
) =xPCUSJIon 1 r : :
1ons attribute the hizh number of alrcraft hits to the following
itions: .

i3

ige
cond

a. Preparatory fires are not normally used.
b. Supsressive fires are not normally authorized,

¢. Fire cannot be returned unless s clearly defined target is
presented, '

Observation: Commanders at all echelons must understand the
increased degree of risk involved when Iiring restrictions are imposed,
Siloke generators, emoke grenades and CS -as can be effectively used"
in some cases to screen landing zenes and Pick~-up zones 1rcm enemy
observation and fire. :

2. AIR DELIVERED SKOFY (RENADES
Item: Delivery of sm ke grenades using YH~3 disvenser,

Discussion: Suvke grenades have been dispensed to screen
. . w. X . .
landing zones and pick-un zones r1rom eneny observation,

Observation: Although t.is system has been very eifective when
oper=ting on dry terrain, the grenade now n use has proven to be
unsatisfactory for use in rice praddy or swaupy areas. This problem may be
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glleviated by a smoke grenade with a floating capability that is now
in-country. This smoke grenade will be tested by selected brizade units,

3. DISTRESS SIGNALS

Item: Light marker, distress S-DV-5/E

Discussion: The 1li ht marker, distress is a survivel item issucd
to aviators, It is a pocket sized strobe light and emits flashes that

can be seen during dey and night. These flashes often rosemble muzzle
flashes irom small arms wea ons,

Observation: In order to alleviate this nroblem the distress
markers now i.ing.issued arc ecuipped with blue filters. Until the old
distress marikcrs are phassd out of the system, Ly can be usad succoss—
fully by painting the c¢lear lens cover with blue Umegic-marker!.

4, INSTRUICNT FLIGHT TRLINING

Item: Aviator proficiency in instrument flying.

Discussion: Frequently combat supnort missions carnot be
zmniished because rain, low cloud layers, dsrkness or blowing dust
ave zmade 1t impossible for pilots to maintain visual refercnce with the

Observ:tion: Aviation unit ccumanders must assure that all
assigned avigtors meintain instrument nroficicney, so thecy can accomplish
assigned missions under rarginal weather conditions, Whencver nossible
at luzst one instrument qualified pilot should be assignoed to cach aire
craft on any mission when warginal wcather is expected.

5. USE_(¥ SMUKE

_ Item: Use of base ejcction smoke in conjunction with artillery
prenarction.

Discussion: Helicopters inbound to an LZ, or owncrating in the
vicinity of a proposed landing zone, oiten experi.nce didficulty in

- loceting tiie gun tarset line and detornining whien the premorition is

complcted. A base cjecction smoke round fired eorly in the preparation can
assist airceruft opereting in the arca in locating and identifying the GT
line., Snioke fired late in the preprrotion cen denote that the preparation
is cbout to ccosc, '

Obscrvetion: Basc ejection smoke rounds are effcetive, but units
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must vary their pstterns and cssure thot identifying signals do not
becom: stereotyped, to prevent the VC from using tihem to their advan-~
teae,

€. CS RIOT CCl /RUL AGENT ENPLOYMENT

Ttem: CS chemicrl rzent

Discussion: There is a vital nced for a rapid, rcsponsive method
to deliver chemical agent CS by Army zircraft. 12th Combat Avistion Group
h.» conducted scvurzl tests 2nd determined thet when around contamination
is not desired, CS must be dispcrscd from a burning type munition. The
munitions available for this purpose are the E 158/159 €S cluster bomb
and various adaptcrs for 2.75" rocket tubcs using the M7A2 CS prcnade,

The powdered form CS-1 is not suitable to cstablish an airborne cloud of
egent in airmobile operntions.

P

~gent G5 in support of airmobile oper-tions is to disncrs
burning type munition.

Obscrvotion: The mest cffective method of eimloying cherdenl
&

the azent ~s o

7. CHANGE O TACTICS

Item: Changes in enemy tactics roouire approprizte cviation
counter mcosurces,

Discussion: Bceause of the continucd sucecss of US Forces
czodnst the enemy in IIT Corps arcz, it hrs boecomc epnarent that the
Vict Cong now consider it tacticzlly unsound to mess their troops., This
is primarily due to the eirmobility aveilablc to the ground forecs ond
the capebility to react and deploy rapidiy with large numbers of forees
to meet any threet of an orgenized att-ck. If the cnemy chooses to
maintain contrct he will be subjected to intense artillery and TAC
Air, followed by air assaults thet will bringz supcrior forecs into
strategic locrtions around his position. Thoreforc the VC scem to heve
choscn a regressive neth back to guerilla typc worfore,

OQbscrvetion: A revicw of prescnt rirmobile tnctics is in
order to adept new technicucs thet are tailorcd to the chonzing tretics
of zground forcus on both sides. Units should concentrate on developing
more cffoctive mothods of accomplishing missions such 2s "Easlc Flizhtsh

L)
ond inscrtion ond extrection of long ron~c patrols,

8. DOWI:D ATRCR/FT

Item: Dowmed airer~ft cruw nroccdures

3
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Discussion: Raepid turnover of aviation personnel in Vietnam
tends to disrupt established SOP!'s. Infusion programs between companies
often result in indecision among crew members as to specific duties.

Observation: Recent incidents involving downed aircraft indicated
s need for reemphasizing duties of individual crew nembers with regard to
removal of weanons and radios, and establishuent of a perimcter defense.

9. PICK-UP ZONES

Ttem: Pick-up zone coordination and prepar-tion

Discussion: Cocrdinction-prior to the conduct of airmobile
onerations is a recognized requirenent, but very often suificient tire
is not ellotted for preparation of the pick-up zonc znd coordination
with the unit to be airlifted out of the PZ, This norm:lly resulis in
pethfinders not being used, or if they are uscd, they do not heve time
"to properly orgsnize the trocps on the ground. Unnecessary delays in the
pick-up zones can be costly in men ond equipment. '

Obscrvetion: Sufficient time should be allotted to this extrenely
important phase of an airmobile operation, When the troops on the ground
have not had tine to oroperly organize, considerstion should be given to
deleying the pick-up times,

10, VISULL AECONRAISSANCE TRLINING

Ttem: Low passes during visual rccomnaissance nissions

Discussion: Fire is seldori received during the first low-lsvel
visual reconnaissance pass over an area. This is obviously because the
Viet Cong have not had sufficient tiwue to rezct to the situation. Re-
peated low-level passcs normally result in fire being received, and often
rcsults in hits being taken.

Observation: Low-lovel posscs during visual reconnaissance
rissions shoutd be made only when absolutcly necessory, and should be
thorouzhly planned prior to exccution. If morc than onc pass is rcquirced,

slterncte roubes rust be uscd.

11. NIGHT COMB..T :#SSAULTS

Ttems Night combet assaults

Discussion: During a thrce month period the 10th Cornbat
Aiviation Battnlion conductcd four battalion size nicht combzat asszults,
In addition, num.rous coupany size and smaller nizht combat assault
rmissions were plonned and exccuted. These night missions were conducted
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undcr varying light =nd weothor conditions snd using scvertl different
techniques.

Obscrvetion: Night combat assaults can be sucecssfully cxecuted,
but more thorough nlanning is recouircd than for daylight operaticns. For
batt-lion size operations a minimum of 24 hours should be mnde nveilsble
to the aviction units for planning, coordination and prepar-tion, Aviation
units must continue to stress nizht training for fir crews,

12.  LIGHT LIGHTILG TECHNI! UES

Ttcm: larking and identification of nizht landing zoncs cond
check points,

Discussion: Under minimum licht cenditions one <f the most
difficult preblems cneountored is navigotion ~nd identificrticn of londing
zones. The 10th Combat Avistion Battalion cxnorismonted with scverzl mothods
to ossist the flights in getting to and locnting the landing zone. On one
ocension the relcase point wns in the vieinity of = Spoeinl Forees Conp.

The camp comnonder upon reguest agreced to light the "flaming arrow™ (an
arrow with & scrics of numbor 10 cems filled with sand =nd grscline) and
pointud it in the direction of the LZ, Other units in ficld locations,
either on or ncar the intended flight peth, have provided similar
assistenee when the tactieal situntion pormitted., Hailroad flarcs, which.
burn Zor 20 minutcs, were tested snd proved to be very ceffcetive for
mrrking londing zones, air control points and pick-up zencs., They arc
espcelolly useful in the lending zones, since they cmit 2 red light thet
does not have the blinding cffect of 2 parachutc flore., Lightguns have
buen used by pathfinders to identify the lending zonc leeztion for the
flizht lenders,

Obscrvrtion: There rre meny devices nvnil-ble to assist flight
lecders in navigating from the pick-up zones tc the lending zoncs, and
the ultimote success of the entire opcrotion mey depend con the success-
ful usc of 2ll 2ids =2veilsble,

13, AIRMCOILL TRAINTMG

Ttem: Adrmobile training for greund units

Discussicn: Newly arrived units in-country ~re oftcn unfamilirr

~with cirmobile operations znd technigues, Individunl scldicrs in onc

unit rccently were noted removing their lond-bearing couipment ond packs
while enroute to¢ the lending zone. The result wes confusion ond cx—
cegssive timc spent in the LZ.

Obscrvetion: Aviction units should ~ssure thoat ncwly arrivgd

5
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units arc uspucially woll-bricfed prior to airacbile gpor. tions. Whenover

nossible, circraft should be mrde availrble to nowly rrrived units for
training prior to the conduct of ~cturl conb 't asstults. Avistion unit
comurncers will provide cualificd sviertion personncl to ossist zrcund
units in troining for sirmobilc oncrotions. -

14, LANGUAGE BARRILR
Ttom: Redueing the langusgc borricr during combot assaults.

Discussion: Misundorstendings froquently oceur hetweo
U5 sircraft crows end Froc terld Hilitory Avsisbonec Forcos boing trons-
nortced.  One vothod thet hos been succossfully used to slloviate tnls
nroblem is thc preparction snd use ~f bilingual phrosc errds thrt ore
kept in each ~ircer~ft.

Obscrvetion: All units should continunlly scck successful
ncthods of breaking down the langunge warricr.  Any nothod thrt proves
succcssful should be prssed on to pthicr aviation units,

16, HOSTILE FI.E

Ttem: Hostile srovnd firc

Discussicn: Numcrous trensport circraft reecive ltits fron
a1l ~rums while flying low lovel, Steps to be token to prevent or
minimize hostile firc demage are:

a. Maintain current hostile fire NOGLAS ~nd mops ot wach
avistion unit opurctions. :

b, Avoid over-flying known or susnccted hestile orees.

c. When ot low altitude, LYeeause of low overcrst conditicons,
m-ke 211 climbs <ver sccurc 2rsas.

d. Contact zround pursonnel Tor hostile firc rdvisorics
prior to attempting lendings &t 21l strips. -

¢. When unable to fly obove the rente of small =TS, contnour
fly to deny tho cnemy obsorvetion end to minimize cxposurc tine.

Observotign: Adhoroence to tho rbove teehnicucs will result in

fower hits by arovnd fire.

1, TUDDY SYS.mM CF FLISH: POLLOTG
6
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CItemr Flisht following sroccdires during sres recomaissance
in wmruntainous resions, where following by Air Treffie Control ¢liments
is not foasgible,

Discussion: In the visusl reeonnaissance progrem, all arecs
must be kept under constent surveillance, Therefore it is ne.cessary to
UPersLe over cxtonsive arces tnd often out of contret with ATC, Most of
these Lountoincus arces ore covorcd with dense junsle folinge, .
chrorocterized by double or trinle folirge cencpics. This jungle cover
precludes imacdiste detcetion of downod cirerait,

Obscryrtion: Dusl aircr: it missi-ns in such "void" aiurg,
umploying one ship in en "over-wotching" relc while the cther conducts
riconnaissence at low level hes proven cffoctive in beth ~ecurscy of
coversc, snd din sceurity of the cvi tor -ng shservir in the ovent of
foreed londing,

17. CO.i.lND

Item: Assumption of commannd

Discussicn: Bricfings vrior to an ~irmacbile oner-tion normally
include the desiznetion of 2n air mission comrrnder snd n olterncte airp
mission cormender. During a recont compny sized oncrotion, both the
cir mission comrnder and his cltorn-te hed their aircrwit shot dewn
sirultancously, The zssistant opirctions officer took ch-rge ond the
unit comnloeted the nission succaessfully,

Obs_rv-tion: A chein of comarnd sheuld be «steblished prior
to vach opcraticn, thet £t leest ineludes rission counender, alterncte
mission cemrender, gun plotoon leoader and trensoort flisht lecders,

18. IMZDIC.L LVACU.TICN

Iten: Evocuction of wounded Derscnnel

Discussion: Woundud . nd injurcd porscnnel ~ro coentinunlly
beins evecurted to incppropriate nmedical freilities. Hospitals will
always treat scriously wounded individunls, but ¢vrcustion to tho WEONT
freility couses adninistretive problems, ~nd often results in the
woundid or injured porson having to be noved 2gzin ©s suon as his health
purndts, ' :

Obs.rvsticn: Dnily mdssion bricfings should include infora tion
concerning locations for cvacustion of US, RW and Frce World Militory
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Assigtance Ferces casusltics, The 1st Aviation Brignde Flisht Surgeon is
preprring o list of medical cvecuation facilitics, This list will be

distribut:d to 2ll brigadc units.
WK Viitt

W. L. VIOETTE
Major, AGC
Adjutant Guneral
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