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SUBJF;CT: Tactical Lessons Learned Nr. '3 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

The itema listed belo\{ havo been oxtracted from bri;sade units r quarterly reports of lessons L~rned for the period 1 August -31 october 1966, and are published as tc,ctic!,l lessons learned Nr. '3. 

1. AIill'lO.BILE Oi'ER TIt.1·;S IN ;oWIFIG.; 'fION U{El·,S 

Item: Aircra.it receive excessive hits while supporting pacificatiOnmissiolls. 

Discussion: Aviation units part5.cipating in pacification rr'i_ssions attribute the hic,h number of aircraft hits to th .. following conditioner 

a. Preparatory fires are not normally used. 

b. Sup)ressiv. fires are not norn~lly authorized. 

c. Fire cannot be returned unless a clearly defined target is pre sent ed • 

Observation: Commanders at all echelons must understand the ' increased degree of risk involved When firing restrictione are imposed. Smoke generators, smoke erenadell and CS ;:-a.s can be effectively -u-s"d . in some cases to screen landing zones and pick-up zones lrom enemy observation and fire. 

Item: Deli'rery 01' am ke erenades usin:;; Y.1i-'3 dis .... 'enser. 

Discussion: S,.l'.·ke grenades have been dis-,1eneed to screen 'l,..nding zones and pick-1m zones .trom enemy observation. 

Observation: Although t_ is system 1-jas been very effective when operding on dry terrain, the grenade now ~n use has proven to be unsatisfactory tor use in rice paddy or swall,py areas. This problem may be 
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alleviated by a smoke grenade .Qth a floating capability that is now 
in-country. This smoke grenade will be .tested by selected b~igade units. 

3. DISTRESS SIGNALS 

~: Light marker, distress S-DV-5/E 

Discussion: The li.·:ht r"arker, distress is a survival item issued 
to aviators. It is a pocket sized strobe light and emits flashes that 
can be seen during day and night. Th~se flashes often resemble muzzle 
flashea irom small arms wea··,ons. 

Observation: In ordr,r to alleviate thisl,robleffi the distress 
markers now:. I,. Ln" issued are 8CIuipped with blue filt,.rs. Until tlle old 
distress lLl(3,rk'.]rs are phased out of the s~lsLem, t;;ey C("ln be USed SUCC0SS­

fully by· painting tho clear lens cover with blue "magic-marker". 

4. DJS'rRUl~~NT ¥'LIGHT 'ffL':INING 

~: Aviator proficiency in instrument flying. 

Discussion: Frequently combat sup:oort missions cannot be 
acc::;:'" ; shed because rain, low cloud layers, da.rlmcss or blowing dust 
ha'!c ;:;-.E.de it im:)ossible for pilots to b1aintain visual rcforc.nce Hith the 
grct:l::.:i. 

Observ,·.'tion: Avia,tion unit cowrilanders must assure thl',t all 
assigned avi",tors meintain instrument profici0ncy, so they can accomplish 
assi,sned missions undor l':.e.rgina,l we,ather conditions. I'lhcn~vcr possiblo 
a.t lOa,at one instrument qualified pilot should be assignud to each air­
crB.ft on C1.ny wission when laargina1 \~cath<:.r is oxpected. 

5. USE (;f' SNOKE 

Item: Usc of base ojc.ction smoke in conjunction with artillery 
prc:~,.,":' tton. 

Discussion: HGlicootcrs inbound to D,n LZ} or o~)cratin.:?; in ti10 
vicinity of a l)rO~)os(,d lnndi~g zone, ol:tcn (,x:?0ri _nee di:'ficulty in 
10cpti ng th .. gun tar";,,t line 2,nd det·:·.n:.ining \;;'len the prot)C,r:.tion is 
completed. A base ejection smoke round fired 0c,rly in the preparation can 
assist <rircr::,ft operr.ting in tho area in locating .::nd identifying the GT 
line. Sr,loke firod lc.te in th(; pl'cp".rction cp.n donote thi',t the prep~rC'.tion 
is ~bout to ccnse. 

Obscrvr.tion: Baso ejection smoke rounds aro effuctive, but units 
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must ve.ry thc.ir pntteI'Ils ilnd {,S5Ure thot identifying signds do not 
becon,,", stereotyped, to pnvent the VC from using t:1om to their adviln­
tp.-~€. • 

6. CS RIOT cor ,'ROL AGErT EKi'LOYhENl' 

lll:!!l: CS chemicnl ~ :;ont 

Discussion: Thero is a vital n(;ed for a rcpid, responsive method 
to dolivor chemical agent CS by Army aircre.ft. 12th Combnt Avktion Group 
h.9 conductod se70re.l tests .?nd dc.terminc,d thc.t .·rhen 3round cont.:unination 
is not desired, CS must be dispersed from? burning type munition. Tho 
munitions available for this purpose are the E 158/159 CS cluster bomb 
ond various adapters for 2.751/ rocket tubes using tho h7A2 CS grenade. 
Th0 powder8d form CS-1 is not suit,o.blo to esbblish !!.n drborne cloud of 
D.(~()nt in Qirmobil(; opere,tions. 

Otscrv';,tion: 
<'.[c;ent CS in support of 
burning type Llunition. 

The mO~3t effectivG l.1Ctbod of ci,.,,;;l.oyinr; chcmic·),l . 
2.irmobi18 opcr".ti()ns is to dis9~rB0 the a,;:Jnt ~·s '':'. 

7. CHANGE 01' TACTICS 

.!i£!!!: Ch.s.n:;os in (momy tncties recuire oppropri;:.to:vidion 
counter mocsurc.s. 

Discussion: Because of the continued success of rs Forccs 
c.gain..-t th8 enemy in III Corps arca, it h,'s b(;cOMC e.};'c.rent thD.t the 
Viet Cong now consider it te.ctiC&lly unsound to llIESS their troops. This 
is prilllnrily duo to the drmobility !1.vdhblc to the ground forces <'.nd 
th() ca.pc.bility to r()Cl.ct "'.nd de;>loy rapidly with brgc. mm.bors of forces 
to m"ot a.ny thrcpt of an orgonizcd att:· ck. If the enemy chooses to 
maintain cont2ct he ,,'ill bo subjected to intense "rtilhry Dnd V.C 
Air, followed by air ~sse.ults th2.t .nil bring superior forceS into 
str~t0gic loor.tions r.round his position. Thoroforo the VC S08m to hr.ve 
chos()n '" regrossi ve yi'th back to guerilla typo w.~.rf.".re. 

Obsc.rvrtion: A review of rrosent ,oirmobilo tccctics is in 
order t.o ~d.:"!,pt n.:~v;-technic:u(.s thr',t, (',re t::ilorcd to the cb::n:::,ing tJ'ctics 
of Ground forces on both sid0s. Units should conccntr:'.to on duv810ping 
more cffocti v(; r.I'(Gthoo.s of t:.cGomplishing f[Lissions such '. s "E'~:.t:.lc Fli,~;htsl! 

cnd insertion 2nd uxtrrction of long r:'.n::c pc.trols. 

8. DOI.T'':'D AmCH! .i<'T 

~: Do~med rircro 1't cr,,;w ;:>roc(;dures 

3 

--~--------------



--------_._- ----

DECLASSIFIED 
DAIM-FAR-RR 1/ 

r ... VBA-C 
SUBJ",CT: T~.ctic2,1 Lessons Luarnod Er. 3 

) 

7 JanU<J,ry 1967 

Discussion: RApid turnov~r of avintion porsonnel in Vietnam 

tends to disrupt estHblished SOP IS. Infusion progrruns b8hlGen compenies 

often result in indecision among crew membE.rs as to specific duties. 

Observ8.tion: Recent incidents involving downed aircrrft indicated 

a need for reemphasizing duties of individual crew members with regard to 

removal of wea;Jons and r;:dios, <:nd establishr.tent of a perimoter defense. 

9. PICK-UP zm:zs 

ll2E!.: Pick-up zone coordin,,-tion and prepar .. ·tion 

DiscussiQ0.: Coerdindion prior to the conduct of airmobile 

o;Jc:rt:.tions iD c.. rr.:cogniz~d requircnent, but v~r'.l often sufficient tirl' 

is not allot tad for prcpal'n.tion of the pi.ck-·up zone c~,nd coordin2;ticn 

with the, unit to 1)e c:irlHkd out (,1' t,lO PZ. This norm'~lly rcslllts in 

IX'.thfinders not being us"d, or if they are usod, th"y do not hcvu time 

to properly orc:pnize the troe)s on tho ground. Unnecessary delays in the 

pick-up zonGS can be costly in mGn o.nd equipment. 

ObservD.tion: Sufficiont tL"e should be allotted to this extren,ely 

important phase of an airmobile opLr,~tion. V>/hcn the troops on the ground 

he,ve not had tiDe to properly or.,Sc,-nize, consider.ction should be ,,(iven to 

ddaying the pick-up tir""s. 

10. VISUAL .thCONNAIS"'ANI'E TR:.II;ING 

~: Low passes during visual reconnaissance tussions 

Discussion: Fire is seldon received during tho first low-lsvel 

visual roconnaissance pess over an cree. This is obviously bocause the 

Viet Cong have not had sufficient tiLlo to rec.ct to the situation. Re­

peatc:d low-level pe.sses normally nsult in fire being NceivE;d. and often 

results in hits being taken. 

Obscrvc.',t:i.cn: Low-1L vol ·,X! 89CS during visual r;.:connt'~issanc(; 

r;d.ssions 'Shc-;-uid--be-;~de only whcn~ absolutely Dc..c8ssc,ry, and should bo 

thoroughly pl.r"nncd prior to execut1.cn. If lo,ore than one p,O.ss is required, 

r,lternG.te rcut"s r.LUst be used. 

11. NIGHT COhRT i.s'3J.ULTS 

ll.!::m: Night combE',t assaults 

Discussion: During a three Etonth pcriod the 10th Cor.!bat 

Avio,tion BC'tt~.lion conducted four b2.ttc~lion size ni:;:ht COI,lbo.t assaults. 

In addition, nUl,i rous conp2ny sizo and sn'k'1l10r ni;:ht cOI.1bat asse.ult 

l.ussions were pbnnGd end 8xccuted. Thecso night missions were conductud 

4 

\ 



DECLASSIFIED ~ 

DAIM-FAR-RR 1/ 19-\~ DATE: 17d,u,AgI IWt7 I 
) 

AVBi,-C 7 J~nu.:'ry 1967 
SUBJECT: Tnctic0.1 Lessons Lc,"rnc.d Hr. 3 

under v2.rying light ,end we,J.t'i;:;r cunditions end using sc:verel diff8r8nt 
techniques. 

Obscrvt'tion: Night combc.t nssc,ults cnn be successfully c.xocuted, 
but more thorough phnning is roquircd thnn for daylight opor~.tiens. For 
bnttclion size op0r,ctions a minimum of 24 hours should be !ll[',de !'.vllil,cble 
to the nvic.tion units for planning, coordimtion end prop8r,·tion. Avi,"tion 
units must continuo to stress ni,:lht tre,ining for ~ir cruws. 

12. rIGIlT LIGHTH.G TECHliI{,UES 

Itom: Ee.rking [end idcmtific~,tion of ni,~ht hndins zonGS ~nd 
chock poi~ 

Di.Q5'ussi.cn: Under minimwn li,;ht conditions one Gf tho :;lost 
difficult problcEu:, encounterud is n:!.viG,~.tion t'nel j.d8~ltific.:)ticn of l~ncling 
zonl-s. The 10th Comb,::.t Avi,~.tion B['.ttc~lic,n (;x.')':.:;rif.l.cnt(;d 1";ith scvl;rc::.l T!"tcthcds 
to D.ssist the flights in getting to t'nd loc,c.ting the Lmding zone. On onc 
occ::.sion the relwsc point w:cs in tho vicinity of ". Spc,ciD.l I"orccs C0.mp. 
ThE. CI.IIilp celll1llimdor upon request ",greed to light tho IIfluming ~rrew" (an 
arrow with <::. series of number 10 cans filled \'lith Band rnd gr.soline) nnd 
pointc.d it in the direction of the LZ. other units in field locations, 
eithe:r on or nonr the intended flight pcth, ha.ve provided similar 
nssisttnce when the tllctic~,l situ:ction pormittod. R9.ilroad fl'1rcs, which 
burn for 20 minutes, were tcst0d I'.nd provGd to be v"ry <effective: for 
m:\rkinE; l.-.nding zoncs, air control points ,ond pick-up zones. They are 
especic.lly useful in the lc.nding zon8s, since thGy emit 0 red light that 
does not h.we tho blinding effect of [). pcrc,chuto fl.'TO. Lic;htguns hnve 
bc.8n used by p::>thfind.ors to identify thQ lc.nding zone lccrtion for the: 
fli3ht luedors. 

Obsorvrtion: There ·~ro meny d€.vicGS r,weil -ble to !'.ssist flight 
l,"~d,"rs in nl1vi~1O.ting from the pick-up zones to thu l,ending zon0S, nnd 
tho ulti.Ll.c.te success of tho <entire oper.-tion li'2.y depend on tho success­
ful USG of 1'.11 cids 9.vo.il.- blo. 

13. Alm!iOJILl~ TTlAIlin:G 

Itl...:,!!}: Airmobile training for ;;;rrund units 

DiscussiGn: Newly arrived unit.s in-country f1,rc often unfo.r.ri..lirr 
with ccimobilo opcrections r.no. tochniquGs. Individu.'.l soldiers in one 
unit recently we:re noted removing their lo~d-be~.ring equipment ~d pecks 
while onrouto to tho le.nding zone. Th" rcsult W.:lB confusion c.nd ex­
cessive time spent in the LZ. 

Observttion: Avi.otion units should "ssure thc.t newly c.rrived 
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units Rrc 0spccie.lly woll-bricf.::..d ~rior to ~inl11~bil(; olJl.r,_ tions. wb..:.ncv~r 

;'0ssiblt:, circrc.ft should bu r,i·'d0 rvril:'bl" t(~ n./\-fly "rrivl.d units for 

tr.".ining prior to tho c,)nduct of octu~l clll,.b't o.ss::ults. [wi'tion unit 

cOIlU:I,o.nclors will pr;:.vidu "u1'.lifi"d evirtion pGrsonncl to ::ssist grc,u11d 

units in trnining for c.irmobilc o;x,r:-tions. 

14. LANGUAGE B.' .. rlIl.~ 

Itom: Roducing the In.n8U''So b~.rri0r during combnt D.ssoults. 

Di.scussion ~ IJlisundGrstr,ndin~~s frequently occur bL-t1',cc.n 

U;3 circr~,f't cr~ws ,:'~'ld Fri.;\:; ~Ic:,rld 10.1it."TY A· >"3ist,,-ncc F,~rc(.,s oc-in,:.'; tr"r..s­

~ort(.d. {}(1(; i:·_c.thod thi'.t h{~,s 'o,:.C~l successfully us-:..d to r.ll~;vi::t.:' t:lis 

lJr0blem is the: pn:;pnrc.tion [-nel use :'1' bilingu:-~,l phr_~s ... ~ c:- rcs t:-l:'t £'T,; 

kept in 01\ch d.rcr.'ft. 

Obsvrvrtion: All units shou.ld continu.clly Seok successful 

l.lothods of breaking down thu l8.nGu".go ;)rrri0r. Any j"vt;lod tlrt provC.s 

succossful should bc, p.,.ss"d on to othor ['.vic.tion units. 

1 5 • H03TILE i"I~ 

ll9!!: Hostilo :·:round fir0 

Discussicn: }Jural-reus tr['.nS1Jort drcr·cft rccuivG ;,its frcr,1 

sl,nll 'rms \~:lile flying 1m, lvv"l, Sh,ps to bl) t['.kcn to pr<-v0nt or 

minimizG h0stilc fire demnS0 ~r0: 

a. Haintdn current hostile fir" liGl'.<.LS 'nd 1.1C.PS .'.t ,,~ch 

avi~tion unit opcrrtions. 

b. Avoid oVGr-flyin!'; knm-m or sus'l0ctGd hostilG ?roc.s. 

c. "Jhen ["t 10v.1 [',ltttudl;, bt..>CQUS0 c1' 101~r (:nr-:-,rc~' st ccnditic·ns:t 

r.1:' kc f-' 11 clii'llbs (!v('r S0curc .?rc:w,s * 

d. Conte.ct '<round p .. ;rs(,nncl fer hostilo fir" i'dvis'crtcs 

prior to flttempting lrndings et :on strips. 

". WhGn un:1.bl" to fly DOOVL) thG r,n'~G of slilall '-m.s, contour 

fly to duny tho enemy obsoI'V"tion !Cnd. to minimize uxposur'" tinu. 

Ob~.:.'j.12n: Adh~re;nce to the; ('b0Ve tuchnicu(.s \-rill result in 

f,;wGr hits by ,o;round fite. 
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. It.s2: Fli"~ht following )r:.'ccdr r,-,s during 2 r(.~. r,-,conn,c.iss1'.nco in mruntninous rv.~ions, Hhurc follol'lj.ng by Air Trc.1'i'ic Centrol clements is not fCl'siblc. 

Discussion: In tl1() visu?l rcconn~iss!).nc<l ;?rogrrL1, all c:ruC'.s must '00 k<;,pt under constent survuillancc. Tl18roforc it is ncccsso.ry to "pcrptc oVc,r extensivo o.rur.S '.nd oftcn out of cont".'ct ~Iith i,TC. Host of tJ:kS0 !_lount[)in(~us 11.rc::~.s ::.1"'0 covered 1",ith dense jun,:,lt..:: foliC'..r'~o, 
ch,~rc.ctl..rizc;d by double or triple foli2.g0 c,mopiros. This jun~le cover prcclucks irnn"di:'.tu detection of down,-,d c'ircre.ft. 

Obs,-,rvr,tion: DUD.l c.ircr".lt j',nssi'ns in such .void" ".i',",'S, employing 'cne ship in cn "ov0r-\,!D.tching" rolo while the cth<-r conducts r;jccnn~iss['.nce r.t low 10'101 h," S pr-~N(;n - cff:)cti V0 in beth ;'-ccur:) cy of 
c':Y·';::.c""'c:, ;'nd in Dceurity of th .... , ~ vi t()r ~",nd. cbsLr\r.~r in tbe CVLnt '!f f'orc",d V.'neJ.ing. 

17. CO;·ji.rID 

~: Assuraptien of COlmJ,r,nd 

Discussion: Briufings prior to en ;eirJ;lobilo opur ·tien nOrL1'llly include th" dosignrtion of e.n 9.ir missien ce,r;n:l'ndc;r ,"nd 'n ·"It(.rn~te c.ir mi ssion cotlmrnd',r. During!1 recont C'c"lpc'ny sized <:>pcr:tion, both the Lir r,nssion cOJ:tix'nckr Dnd bis rltcrn'.tc h'.d their !1ircr··,l t shut down sir.,ultan0ously. Th(; r.ssistr.nt op0r,··.tions dficer took ch" rge ~nd tho unit cCJLl;'llctcd the r.nssion successfully. 

Obs .rv'!J2n: A ch~in of cOlnl.rnd shculd be cstrblishvd prior to ,,~.ch oper,~tion, th·t rt leD.st includ(.s r,nssion c(Mr~"ndLr, r.ltcrnICte mission cOlia:.rndcr, gun plrtoon lc.rccGr Dnd tr."nsport fli'!;ht lcrdcrs. 

1 8. H::::or CI.L Ii VA cu. 'rI eN 

~: Evc.cu'tion of WOlUldcd ?"rscnnel 

Discus~;!.c2!!.: Hounded nel injured ,')d'scnnul "r" ccntinur.lly bein·, ev~.cu~tcd to in.".ppropriato nedicnl fi'dliti(:s. Hospitc.ls will 
,~l"dQys tr(;/lt s(,rioualy '-founded indi vidut'"ls, ~ut. (;V~.cu:'tion te) thG 'Hr01l0 f,ocility C.".us"s ocluilli.str"tiv" pr')o18ms, "nd often results in thG "lound~,d or injurtd person hf1.ving tv '00 ~T)v(;d ,':1,:~r'in ~s s'.;on ~·S his h~nlth p( ,: rr;,'o. t 5 • 

Obs~rv.oti()n: D~.ily l:nssion bricfin.c;s sh'.mld include inforlJr tion conc(;rning locdions for 0V!1CU.'1.tion of US, RVN Md ~'rce l/orld liil1t,,\ry 
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Assistance Forces cn.su~.ltiGs. Th", 1 st Avi<'.tion Brig".de Fli~.ht Surgcon is 
prep."ring o. list of Iil",dicnl c.vcculltion f.:-.ciliti, s. This list will be 
distribut,d to nll brigo.dc units. 

foa 'l'!-IZ CClLJJDilll.: 

DISTRIBUTION: 
A 
Plus Spo(;cin.l 

W. L. Vn;ETTE 
ll.fu. j cr , )./;C 
Adjut.·'.nt GutlGr,"l 
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