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“ BIG JOB

- Lg, Army armed hel cope-
weroaction killed more than
© 20 enemy troops ir i-uth
TLamagm durdng an eight mo-
~2 period this year fiving
“." .59 sorties supro-iing
»dea forces! operatias,

Jehvruary-September con-
Y rirtions came from riia-
3% sources includinge outh
“wraan troops, who e = oited
“wo bMgunships"  with wooing
c.noa 30-man Viet . Covr ola-
.on in one engagemert
iprilts "kills" wes hi-
toat with a confirme? cou-
vy L0 1,383 enemy deci

[T WaloarnT

.- - . L

"Peace on eartn amcng men of gonrd will®, :
Ttat message - from Gnd, as proclaimed by the angelic
chorus, is still the desire of men everywhere. It is an
especlc L hope and aspiration for men, such as we, o are
engaget in a hostile zcitlon. It is my prayer for you dur-
ing.this season, holy to Jew and Christia-,

I need.not remind you that the Hannukah-Christmas sea-
son is trediticnally a family festival and that you and I

.

f should mucih ratner be with our loved ones. = " shall point

cut, however, that the Hebrew word "Hannukah!" means "Dedi-
eatlon’. Sa; 1.% v mr'l-tllaam season for dedication of
ourselies anew to our mission of helping te bring that God-
promiscd peace to all men who join us in-a love of freedom,
This ciuse, I sincerely believe is worth all the lon€liness
hardship, and dangsr which w¢ are sharing. May God bless
youy - vith peace.

45T AVN G2 15 DUC

ICIG BIHH (12th Gp I0)—-
On 11 Dec 1964  the 145th
Compat Avietion Bettalicn
was presented the Disting-
ulshec Unit Citation by Gen
Willirm €. Westmoreland,
COrJsi ACV, in cedication
weremrnies at Long Birh.

The. Hattslion was honor—
ed for its herodes actinn
disuls 724 in . thsz batble of
Dong joal 4in June 1665, =
riciovs G odday riruggle age P
ginst the, ihe pe s

1L5th sustained intense en-
eny fire in flying 2700
conbat sorties and trans-
porting 3500 trgops in ds~
fense ~f Dong Xoai.
(continued page 2, col 1)
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Other high military of-
ZIicials present at .the cer-
zuoity were LTG Jonothan O,

seenan, Gz, IT Field Force
Jietnan, and BG G. P,
-._L.a 'efl’ JI‘-, CG 1St' A'Vﬂ

Un 10 June 1965, the be-
girning of the memorable
Uattle, the besieged de-~

feniers of Dong Xoai reque-

shed ags1stance in repell-
ing a vicious VC attack.

The 145th° Combat Awviation
Jattalion with its Army
aviation firepower respond-
et with dimmediate support.
tpon learning that a group
of  the defenders of fong
foai were wounded, needed
medical attention, and wers
zxposed to the VG, the cre-
ws of three US Army helico-
oters voluntesred to try a
rescue,  Although the in-
surgents had all approches
govered by .50 caliber mace
Pine guns and were pouring
a murderous barrage of bul~
lets dinto Dong Xoai, the
helicopters of the 145th
flew through the hail of
{ire, landed in the open,
and evacuated the injured
defenders without sustain-
ing loss to any of the crew.
Fowever, in a later engage-
ment, the. VG shot down a
"Huey"™ of the 145th with
eutomatic weapons fire, ki-
iling 4 Americans and 10
Vietnamese,

Lasting for 3 days, the
fighting continued with ot-
her aried helicopters sust-
aining hits during the per-
iod. The vital gum ships of
the 145th proved to be the
deciding foctor in the bat-
tls, as the helicopters
saturated the VC positions,
driving trem slowly into
zubmission. _The HStirTom-
bat Aviation Battalion pro-
vided fire support in per-
.orming combat assaults and
fove critical medical evace

TUBNLsEGD T 2

PHU I0I (11th Bn IO)~—~~
P3G, E7, lonnie Claiborne,
L.A., Cal., a touzh platoon
sergeant at Fort Polk La.,
who drove his men durlng
AIT by continually remind-
ing uhem, "You'd better le-
arn whet I'm teaching! You
are going to Vietnam, not
ne." found himself report-

ing in for duty with the.

11th Bd.

PFC Jerry F. Prater,
Piedmont, Ala., looked up
from his desk in Bn 31, dis
believing and npprehen31ve.
It had to be a bad dreom,
The nemesis he had so thank
fully left behind in Nov 65
Just couldn't be facing him
now. Bullding up courmge
though, he exclaimed, "I
guess I've got the last la-
ugh, Sargetn

A short moment of con-
templation returned the
cold glint to the tough
sergeant!s eyes and 2 now
cocky PFC abruptly stiff-
ened &s the all too fomil-
iar voice bellowed, "I th-
ought I told you to shave
that mustache offi

On one point, however,

they are in sgreement, Nei-

ther needs to be reminded

that it's 2 small world,

& T St

Uau10ns ,to thc 1-3 wred un-—
til lns¢r1ng that the vill-
age of dong Xoai was secure
from V0 aggression.
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‘t‘ CHAPLATES
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What's it all abcutn
Suddenly - here in Viet
Nam, in the midst of thre

heat, and all the lcneli-
-ness, and the bloodshed -
there is a flurry of new
ectivity. Headquarters znd

living hootches, dining hs~
1ls and clubs have bzcome
bright with new color. Spe-
cial activities and parties
are being planned. as one
walks through the unit zrea

-more smiles ere seen and
many men walk with a lizht-
er step, The nn;l .eleri,

although he's caliling too,
has never beasn so busy.iels
loaded down with packagzes.
What's it all sbout? 1'11
tell you.

"And there were - shepherds
- keeping watch over their
flock -~ And, lo, the angel

of the Lord came upon them
- And the angel szid to
them, !'Fear not - For unto

you is born a Saviour, whi-
ch is Christ the lord,---——
Glory to God in the highest
and on earth, psace to men
of good willt. "

HAWK TaLK
HAWK TALK, an authorized
monthly publication, is pu—
blished by the Information
Office, 1st Aviaetion Brig-
ade for its membhars.
the opinions expressed
in shis publication are nct
nesassarlly those of the
Department of Defense or
Dept of the Army. This pa-
per uses the services of
Armed Forces Press [ile,
Army HNews Photo Features,
Commanders Digest and .rmic:
News Features to auzn
local news, liailing = .
ress: HAWK Trli{, Infc Coc.,
Ist Aviation Brigede,  .FO
Gan Franciseo 96307
0GevivaoBG G.P. SENEFF, JR.
Info Off....Maj J.F. Joster
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i Jobster defines hooli-
EEN "the behavior o
cluracter of a hooligan or
tooclums It manifests it-.
seil  in many of the unth-
iniing acts of our soldlers
in pqnllc. While our ree-
ora in_ the brlgade is one’
o; whlch we can all be jus—

riably proud, there is

uJads room for improvement,
in cur publiec conduct,

Hemember, being overseas

nd avay from the influence

of home and family does not
give us license to act any

Sarly morning Dec 5Stharzed
helicopters of the Army!ls

sunk 42 sampans and desbiroe
ved 3 structures
network of canals in the
thwest of Saigon,

In addition to the stan-
dard armaments of M-£0 mace
hine guns, 40 mm grenades,
2.75 inch rockets and ,50
caliber machine guns the
"Hueys" were equipped with

s the "Firefly" lighting sys-
tem. The "Firefly! system,

differently than we would, developed earlier this year
at home. Our careless acts by Army helicopter units in
reiiect on  ourselves, our the Delta region, enchles.
wiihs, the Ay and  give  the eopters to light up
our Vietnamese allies a  large areas and then attaek

 targéts they heve located,
Action that morning was
\so exten31ve it required

Stetes in general,
Think before you act un~
tiinkingly! )

L

M e . -
JANGER!

HIGUY HEIZNY, the recent-
ly adopted wotta of the st
Aviation Brigade carries
duep: significance: to the

base- to* re-arm an
the

" refuel
hellcopter sun  ships,

suffered by tle 334th dure
ing the engagement.

T\Wi CE

r;:rlj 14,000 men of the. .
orisade.  lggning “Dangerh, . : WASHINMGTON (ANF)=w—— The
VlutHJAGSd expression.. .0ffice of the Chief of Fine-

" (UY HISH® (nwew~hem), is,
p“.ntbd necr the. tail rotor.
of uwich of the brigade!s
than 700 helicopters.
to wora of the sudden disa—
stor that cweits anyone who

ance reperts that paychecks
will be handed out twice a

Ho= - Lh

ha by the {irst of 1069

ed the

BIEIT HOA (145th Bn I0)ww

334th Armed Eelicopter Co.,
along a

RUNG 54T arsa 10 miles soue -

"\ seversl trips back %4 home-

month to all Army personmnel--

The announcemunt followe :
release of -a Departe !

Ho damage or injuries were.e

| FACGN T =i ‘r PR r* Py T

Cduly 1, 1967..

ribroaches too closely, o tent- of Dufense directive

- It wzs on the tail boom  that all Armed Services ad-
of cne of the brigade'!s fa-. opt the twice-a-month pay -
me fifueys® that  General poliey by July 1, 1969, The -
S¢roeff first noticed tha. DoD program, calied the Jo-
Vistnancese expression. Afe  int Uniform Military Pay .

times -on succeeding.
V€, he questioned its
ning. rrom there it was

a few short steps to

f

T

ablish equal.
ending

pay periods

~month,
ficial adoption of The
181" as  the brigade

o ‘J\) .

System (UMPS), would cste :

on the 15th and en °
~the last worklng day or ea- -

JPS srogram diff-
ers from the Army's eXperi- -
mental,Centralized Automate

JEhly pag-

ing

CHRISTMAS IN FLORIL.:
) Prnmco’a fieach on nortfu:.—- ‘

ida"s “miracle atrip™ aumr: :
mains the yecr-rouud Just 40 . e
it Suson Price anjoys the sy

20-plus - degree weather on -
_sehite sand dnm:-.

.

ed HMilitary Pay Systen
(CAliPS), which aushoriz.s
pay twice a month »ut ]l
ows  persomnel to chrose
what portion of their mon-
they 'wani uvery
two weeks.,

Some 60,000 army s:ld-
¥ dlers arcund the world vho
;onow recsive  pay unaer e

CiPS  experiment will Ge

ineorporated under JUMTE con
The remain-—
personnel receiving
checks once a month will be
phased into the JULP3 PIO-
gram by Dec, 31, 19€8.
QOther Armed Services
currently bave pay pro*vGrs
whersty  poosonnel are oo

;J.mmum;nmﬁeuawuh

-




s
s

DECLASSIFIED
DAIM-FAR-RR #

D nze L

/9~M DATE: | 7 9,14,;&/ 1457 J

Jiﬂh&%

degg OF,

[

T A
N Letense

- TaNl SON NHUT (Bde 10)——
Sixteen helicopter 'pilots

and crew members were awar- °
Air Medal with »yn .

asd the
f>r valorous action in cerw.
eimonles here recently,

The awards were presente
ed by BG G. P. Seneff, Jr.,
3 of the Army's 1st Avn
Zae, Gen Seneff praised
the men for their gallantry..-
and told them he was "proud .
and pleased ‘to be on the
saiie team" with them,

The  award recipients
were part  of a ready alert
faree

pilse a VC attack against
T+ SON NHUT airfield here.
ALl are  zssigned to the
120th  Assault Helicopter
{~mpany whieh responded to
threat by having four
gonships airborne within 2
rinutes of the alert, Wite
h¥n an hour of the alert
tvio more
173d Assault Helicopter Ce,
Joined the fray.
te and crews of these two
stins will also receive Air
.euals with "W" in ceremon-
ies scheduled for later.
The initial task of the

e", Although flare ships
e lighting the area and

e
1i
e
4,

- RKED, SPEOAL %&P{.M, ,

s

P

-

that was called inbg .
action early Dee 4th to re-- -

ships from the . ehlignts

The pilo- -

» nships was to find "Char—

Iy
e Eallcoptprs used sear-

- automatic-

RE-ENLIZTME

The Arzy is again offer
ing a choice of state51de
duty station and a zuarinte
eed 12-month stabilized to=-
ur to Vietnam returnees whe
reenlist for four or more
years,

This ‘option,
dropped - last July because
of the buildup, is extended
to E-fs and below with less
than seven years active se-

‘rvice who complete a ndrmal

Vietnam tour,

Assignments will be han-
dled by Army's Office eof
Pergrnn~l OUperations with

' T

GW: US ‘SAVINGS BONDS

E THE CHREJMAS - !

te attempt to low-
cate the enemy it beeame
necessary te fly "low and
slow'and expose themselves
to hostile fire before the
VG were found, - '

Onee the enemy was loea-
ted along the northwest ed-—
ge of the airfield and fri-
endly ground forces had be-
en identified the gunships
went inte action.

The six gunships expand-
" ed more
" of machine

than 16,000 rounds
gun -ammo, 3C0
rockets and 1,000 rounds ef
40 mm shells ].eewzl.'m7 Charl-
id's attack’ conpletely dig-~
organized and enemy dead
and wounded sScattered over
the area.

Despite 2 tetal of more
thar 15 hours combined fly-
ing time and intense enemy
zand.. small arms
fire no‘lnjurles of damage

" was sustained by any of the
" gunships,

whieh was ’

. acclaimed a herqg.

" arstte

."““-f
NT HC!! S
three choices of staticn or
geographical area offeod.
Individuals not due ior
separation may be dischaps—
ed and immediately reenlis-
ted before they leave Vlet-
nam, .
Those eligible for seov-
aration because of enlist-
ment explration are given

wider latitude., They may
reenlist before leaving
Vietnam; they may rezn-

. 1list in the United Sta: &3;
or they may reenlist within
three months after separa- -

rqtion

Sfr G A\Af\-»""'{'ﬁ

BINH LONG (12th Gp IC)—

" The 147th Helieopter Compa-

ny in lai Khe has recertiy
Lajor
Thomas A. Rice was present-
ed the "Purple and Grsen

. Heart with lLeeeh Devicen by

his battalion cormmander, 1t
Col Joseph B. Starker, :ior
wounds reeceived during an
encounter with active VC

- leeehes.

Maj Rice was praise. du-
ring a -- reeent operation
when he ferce Jlanded 4is
-helicopter in active V¢ te-
rritory, waist deep in pad-
.dy water, Leeches were ap-
‘undant in {he stagnant vat--
er but Maj Rice displayed
extreme professionalism in
simultaneously supervising
the evdcuation of the neliw
copter while aggressively
encountering leeches crawl-
ing up his pants leg, in-

_ flicting many bites,

Fis advice on counterw
leech techniques -  burn
hell out of them with cir-
cutts and secure pa-
nts in your boots with s"oe
laces, prevented his commn-
ander and crew from sustai-
ning like bites,




