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" F31G JOB 
.r~~). Arrr.y armed he'i.",;op­

.>!" action killed more ',han 
':: ,5 X) E3nemy troop~ it: . uth 

.. ',",:l3m during an eiO::T; mo­
: .. ;', ;:,,,riod this year .".1 :ring 
',.>,04 sorties sup~o' ~ing 
:' >'~Q forces' operat:'. ;:lS. 

:'e')ruary.-8eptember ~on­

:' '.~'··i.~tions came from r' Lia­
.. J c' sources includinr- '')uth 
.. ~,:: "(~3.n troops) lTho c:: ": LtSld 
':,\-:", r:gt:nshipsll \'rith ~:.T )iYlg 
c.,:', a 30-m.::.n Viet. CO~-.;- :)1z.­
~_.v·,:~ in one engagemer t-

\"" il' s "kills" ,." c hi" 
-~ t '"" "d.th a confirm0~. CO'j­

,i' 1,383 enemy de:.:i 

4 

NGUY - HI EM 

"Pe:lce on eartn am,·ng men of gor.d will". 
Tl at messa.ge . froin '(,,,,d, ail proclaimed by the angelic 

chorus; is still t'te desire of men everywhere. It is an 
eS,98ciz: 1 hOpt~ ~Lnc .tLspir.:tt.ian for ;:1en) sl . .lch as ',..,-e) ';[>;0 are 
eT!.gab0r..~ in a hostile 2.c"t,ion.. It is my prRyer for yO'..L dur·· 
ing ,:t,t\i:> senson, holy to Je.i and Christia:::. 

I need. not remind you that the Hannukah-Chris~1~s sea­
son is GI'e.cl:'.tic:lally a family festival and that :rou and I 
~hould. 'mc;l IJ.t;1Cl' be with our loved ones. ''I' shall point 
oui;, ly.",fflVel', th~.t the Hebrew word "Hannukah" means "Dedi­
cat-ior,' 0 S:l, L" l'.' n:,r';:.·-tLcu1. season for dedication' of 
ours0hes ar,6W t.o our nlission of helping t" bring th:.t God­
promis< d peace to <111 wen .rho join us in' J. love of fr"<ldom. 
Thisc<use, I sincerely beJ:ieve is worth all the 10nJliness 
h<1rdshi p, and danger which "" are sharing. Hay God bless 
yOll. - 1ith. peace. 

LOIG Bli;H (1 ah Gp IO )._­
On 11 Dec 1966 t.he 145th 
Comba: Aviation Battalion 
was rresented the Disting­
uishec Unit Citation by Cen 
Willi[nl C. \vestffior-eland, 
COlllJSt i'CV, in c'.odication 
:,,!cl~eIT.:··~1ies at Lo~.g Bi~'h. 

TLr. '.m t t~J.ion ;:as honor­
ed 1'0:: iT~S heroic: acti:!r'.s 
dis}::L .i··':<~. in t!".:: battle of 
lionG: ~ ·Jai i!1 June 1965) 2. 

.. tic: ... Y, 3 .) J,<y .'".truggle :=.g­
ainS-l; tr:2. Y9" ,. ~.~rJ191}. -:"he 

USA 

145t.h sustained intense Ci1-

e"~ fire in flying 2700 
coU\;:,at sorties and trans­
porting 3500 troops in de­
fenoe "f Dong Xoai. 

(continued page 2, col 1) 
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Other. hieh military of­

:icials present at the cer-
0;,10ny were LTG Jonothan O. 
"·,'f.nan, 0:::;, II }'ield Force 
'iet"a;u, and BG G. P. 

ccmefi', Jr., CG, 1st Avn 
.: .... ~\.; . 

(In 10 June 1965, the be­
!~inning of the memorable 
'Jattle, the besieged de­
i'~miers of Dong Xoai reque­
ste~ assistance in repell­
ing a vicious' VC attack. 
The 145th Combat Aviation 
3attalion with its Army 
Aviation firepower respond­
ed with immediate support. 
:~lJon learnint; that a ?TOUP 
ot' the deJenders of iJong 
Xoai were 'wounded, needed 
m,dical attention, and were 
;xposed to the VC, the cre­
ws of three US Army helico­
pters volunteered to try a 
:::'sscue. Although the in­
s~rGents r~d all approches 
:;~vered by .50 caliber mac­
I'ine guns and were pouring 
a murderous barrage of bul­
lets into Dong ~oai, the 
helicopters of the 145th 
flevi through the hail of 
i'ire, landed in the open, 
a:1d evacuated the injured 
defenders without sustain­
ing loss to any of the crew. 
However, in a later engage­
!::;ent, the VC shot do .. m a 
"Hiley" or the 145th ,d th 
auto;,mtic weapons fir8, ki.-
11in: 4 Americans and 10 
Vietnamese. 

Lasting for 3 days, the 
fighting continued with ot­
her ar;;:ed helicopters sust­
aining hits during the per­
iod" The vital gwJ ships of 
th~ 145th proved to be the 
deciding fe.ctor in the bat­
tle, as the .helicopters 
satl1rated the VC positions, 
orl vlng t "em slowly into 
3 d)rrd. s s i on • .The...J.4.5tlT'-Com­
t",t !\vi.lltion Battalion pro­
\~id('.JJ. fire support in per­
"ornin" combat assaults and 
c~ve critical medical evac-

PHU LOI (11th on 10)---­
PSG, E7, Lonnie Claiborne, 
L.A., Cal., a tough platoon 
sergeant at Fort Polk, La., 
who drove his men during 
AIT b;:- continually remind­
ing ~hem, "You'd better le­
arn uh[·.t I'm teaching! You 
are going to Vietnam, not 
tle." found himself report­
ing in for duty with the 
11th Bri. 

PFC Jerry F. Prater, 
Piedmont, Ala., looked up 
from his desk in Bn Sl, dis 
believing and apprehensive. 
It had to be c. oO,d dre[!I!l .. 
The nen0siD h',;:~ hJ.d so th[~nk 
fully left behind hI Nov 65 
just couldn't be facing him 
now. Building up courage 
though, he excl£.imed, "I 
guess I've got the last la­
ugh, Sarge!" 

A short moment of con­
templation returned the 
cold glint to the tough 
sergeant's eyes and a now 
cocky PFC abruptly stiff­
ened as the oll too famil­
iar voice bellowed, "I th­
ought I told you to shave 
that mustache off!" 

On one point, however, 
they are in J.greement. Nei­
ther needs to be reminded 
that it's a Sl!l:!.ll ,lor ld. 

ua. "lons ... to th~ .i.:lj'.:red un­
til ':tns'J.1~ing :th<l,t -t ~;e vill­
age of Dong Xoai .,','as seeure 
from VC aggressio~. 

t CHAPLAINS 
CORNER 

1I~lhat·'s it all ~bC:.!tll 
Suddenly - here in Viet 

Nam, in the midst of the 
heat, and all the'lon~li­
ness, and the bloodshed -
there is a flurry of neyT 
activity. Headquarters and 
living hootches, dining h~-
116 and clubs have bacome 
bright with new color. Spe­
cial activities and parties 
are being planned. As one 
walks through the unit 1?rea 
more sm~iles are seen ~d 
many men walk ltr.i.th 2. li€ht­
er step. Th'~ ~.\,c'.:~l elerk, 
alth;)lJ.8h he r 8 :: ... I.: . .Lli!"l.'.( -t._<> , 
has ndver ~an so bus,f. :~0 t 3 
loaded down with packag0s. 
What's it all about? I'll 
tell you. 
'/And there were - shepherds 
- keeping watch over th8ir 
flock - And, 10, the anzel 
of the Lord came upon them 
- .trrd the angel said to 
them, 'Foar not - For unto 
you is born a Saviour, \~hi­
ch is Christ the Lord,--­
Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth, peace to rr~n 
of good will'." 

Hj~l'iK TALK 
HAW1( TALK, an authorized 

monthly publication, is pu­
blished by tl'e Infor:",:.ti:)n 
Office, 1 st Avie.tio~ Briz:­
ade for its members. 

"i~he opinions e~'<!)I'0ss~d 
ir, ~;his publication are ::ot 
ne.-.'3ssarlly those of t;-;e 
Department of Defense or 
Dept of the Army. This pa­
per uses the servic~s of 
Armed Forces Press file, 
Army Hews Photo F",at~lres, 
Commanders Digest and :,riC.:' 
News Features to a'-l,;:::,:,:,t 
local ne\'is. I·j.ailin,~· .: .. ~­
ress: P .• iH"lK Tl':..Ll\J Infe 0 ... ;..·.' 

1 st Aviation Briga,:!tl, .-".:-\) 
~'·1.n Francisco 96307 
c.;:; •• ' ~ ..... ~BG G.P. SENEFF, Jrt. 
Info orr ...• Naj J.? ~:"2,ster 

----------~-..... 
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,i",bster defines hooli­
:;.'oism as "the behavior <:r .. 
c' .s.racter of a hooligan or. 
Lo.:~c.ll.unrt. It Jnanifests it-~ 
38-'.1 i.,! many of the unth­
.ij.~:ing acts of our soldiers 
b public. ',fuile our reo­
ord in the brigade is one • of "fhi ch ,·re can all be jus-
t5i'iabl;r proud; there is 
al';aj-s room for improvement .. 
in Gur public condtlct. 

BIEiT H.oA (145th Bn IO)­
Ear 1y IIIQrning Dec 5th aI'E.ed 
helicopters of the Army's 
334th Armbd Eelicopter Co •• 
sunk 42 saupans 8..'1d destro_ 
yed 3 structures along a 
network of ccna1s in the 
RlJloIG SAT. area 1.0 miles sou-" 
thwest of Saigon. 

. "'~:1 

. 'of: 

. .. ~ 
. ,:~ 

In addition to the stan­
dard armaments of j-I-60 mac­
hine guns, 4.0 mm grenades, 
2.75 inch rockets and .5.0 
caliber mnchine guns the 
"Hueys" were equipped with 
the "Firefly" lighting sys­
tem. The "Firefly" system, 
developed earlier this year 
by Amrr~~ h~1icopter uY!~ts in 
the D~1.ta region, en;:bles· 
the copters to light up 
large areas and then attaek 
targets they have located. 

ll.emember, being· overseas 
m:d aHay.from the infl,uence 
of home and family does not • 
give us license to act any 
differently. .than ~fe would. 
at ~to,ae. .our careless acts· 
r·'; ::'lec G on ourselves', our 
nr~'~-~:'D) the ArIjlY and give 
our Vietnamese allies a 
false picture of the United 
States in general. "'- Action th.at morning was 

'·.'50 extensive. itrSlquired 
.\seveii-al tl!~PS b~c~iJ;~ home" 

Think before "ou act un-. . 
t ' .. i n1 .... 4 ·1·~ly' '._oL ~" ..... .l <:;. • 

• D .6.. N r; 1-- R ! 
:I~TG-UY ~':L::,~II, the recent-. 

Ii adopted •. lotto of the ·1 st 
;, v:i.'ttion Br.igado c=.rries 
dV"iJ 0 significance ·to thG 
n;;:.rly 14,00.0 men of the .. 
:;ri '~.~d\J. H'~¢ng ,iDanger", . 
t:. ,) Vi"trul.mese "xpression ... 

..... w l~:Ji: Hlil·;" (nwee-hem) J is. 
Pc.:.lltod ne=.r th", tD.i1 rotor. 
oj: ',I~ch of the bI-igade • s 
"K).·." then: 7.00 h<:>licopters. 
t;.~ ",;:~rn of ~ho Slldden disa­
st(j";:' th,::t c}t.JQ.its .:J.n:rone who 
~.D>O·i·03.ch" s too closely. 
, ··::..t 11::'S on the tail boom 

G'~' en ... : of the brigade fS fa-. 
::,,, ~ ";,u8ys"that G"neral 
3;;:: ,)ff first noticed the. 

.. \':L"tnar •• ese expression. Af­
tor s~eing the phrase many 

1:".-."("0 times . on succeeding. 
';~.·cJ he questioned its 
!"., ·~in6. "'rom there it was 
0'2./ a fe\V short steps to 
t'! ·)fficic.l adoption of 

~L 1-:131-. 11 as the brigade 

basa-· to·· re-arm anif'· refuel 
the helicop~er gun Ships. 
~o damage or injuries were •• 
suffered by tLe 334th dur­
ing the engagement ... 

"'HUISTMAS IN nOIIll", . 
P .. n.o~v'a IIf'Q("h on norlh'F 
ida'. ufnir .. de d,ip" 4'H,"'" ma'''. rhe ~r.round. }U!I' If.' .­
it Su,an P"'f:P. flnjoy,;. ,h,' to .. plu. ,d#.~~e k'Pfllh .. ,. on 
whll • .IC1nd dun .... 

T Vv'I C r_ I' /! (; f'rr I-fLY r-J,:':'\" c, 1:, ::: 
,WASHllJGT.oN (rJ-Jr)--- The ild Hilitary Pay $ystelll . .office of the Chief of Fin-·· (CAhPS), which au;ho~·iz,,3 

ane. reports that paychecks pay twic" a month '~ut ,,3.::.­will be handed out twice a ows pilrsonnel to ChCOS0 month to all Arm~' personn,ol··· what portion of th",ir ""..,n­by the first of 1969. ...:Sl1ly par'· they ·want~vcry Th", 1!nnouncem<cnt follow- . t .. ;o weeks. 
",d the release of· a D~part- .. Some 60,00.0 arrny" )10.-• ment· of neJ.fense directive ",. iers around thG werl·i. ;t,o 
that all Armed Services ad- ;, no',,; rc.:cei vo pay una.er- :·::G opt the twice-a-month pay Ci~·iPS exneriment ,Ji~l t~ policy by July 1, 1969. The incorporat8d·under JULi';: on DoD program, called the Jo- July 1 J 1967. The rel;;ain­int Uniform HiJ,itary Pay . ing. persOlmel reee~V1.ng System ,",UNPS) ,would ;;st- ; checks onc") a month >-Jill be 
ablish equal·. pay periods '. phased into th" Jill·]>S !?I"')­ending on thil 15th and on • gram by Dee. 31, 1968 •. the last working day of ea- .other /,rmed S;;rvic6s month. currently he.ve pay pro,,,rb.ns 

The JULPS :;:,:)zram di':"f- '. ·,.::',8r(;;;'.:;:.... j:' ': .:sonnel arc: .·3.~~1J 
ers from th~ ~'~rqy I s ~xperi- equal amc'J.nCG tvdce a :.: .':-;'~-:. 
m~tal..Centrali.z0d Automat-

.. 
",.~.,,, ... ii;:,,,J ..• ,,,,~:'f((,t . . --------_. ---
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TAN SON .HHUT (Bde 10)_ 
3i.},.-teen helicopter _ ·.pilots 
,md crew members were awar­
,"'Od the Air Medal with "V" .. 
f~r valorous action in cer-­
"monies here recently. 

The awards 1.ere present­
ed by BG G. P. Seneff, Jr., 
CJ 01' the Army I s 1 st Avn 
2de. Gen Seneff praised 
the men for their gallantry .. · 
and told themhe was "proud· 
and pleased to be on the 
Sai~e team" with them •. 

'[t1e award recipients 
"jere part. 01 a ready alert 
f,')r<;e that Has called int.o . 
acej.on early Dec 4th t.o re­
v'lse a VC attack against 
T,'_:: JON NHUT airfield here. 
All are ,assigned to the 
120"h Assault Helicopter 
C;'-'''pany which responded to 
t::e threat by having four 
c:;:;sl"'ips airborne within 2 
mi.r,utes of the alert. \vit­
hdc~ an hour of the alert 
hiO more ships from the 
17Jd Assault Helicopter C •• 
~obed the fray; The pilo­
t£ a~d crews of these two 
sr.i,ls will also receive Air 
Le!.cals' with "V" in ceremon­
ies scheduled for later. 

The initial task of the 
r,:' !1ships Vias to find "Char­
lie" 0 Although flare ships 
1/.e,·e lighting the area and 
t1 ~ ~elicopters used sear-

! 
) 

Dsc 66, 

f~ ~ - 1- N i i::. --I' f"1 ~. __ \\.' T I\L·CI 1....:,. C 1-1 C\ \ r 'I~:' c, J '-# .. ;., ,..;.." 
The Ar::,~' is again offer~ 

ing a choice of stateside 
duty station and a guarcnt .. 
eed 12-month stabilized to­
ur to Vietnam returnees wh~ 
reenlist for four or more 

three choices of station or 
geographical area offe:·~d. 

Individuals not due tor 
separation may be discharz­
ed and immediately reenlis­
ted before they leave Viet-years. nam. 

This option, which was Those eligible for sep-dropped' last July because aration because ~f enlist­of the buildup, is extended ment expiration are given 
to E-6s and below with less wider latitude. They ma~' than seven years active se- reenlist before leaving ·rvice who complete a normal Vietnam; they may rean­Vietnam tour. list in the United States; Assignments will be han- or they ma.y reenlist VCL t~cin dIed by Army I s Office .f three months aftec sepa.cll­
Pers"~:.n.q] Ooerations' \-nth .. ,.~.tion. 

.. "--' -,- --_.- ... - .. ---,.~-.~-,! • is tranq"2 A 'v./(~. "'C' 
SAVINGS SONOS I 

.h~gnts te attempt to 10-
eate the enemy it became 
necess8,ry to fly "low and 
elow"and expose themselves 
to hostile fire before the 
VC were found. 

Once the enemy was lo~a­
ted along the northwest ed­
ge of the airfield and fri­
endly ground forces had be­
en identified the gunshipo 
,,-rent into action .. 

BINH LONG (12th Gp 10)­
The 147th Helicopter Compa­
ny in .La.i Khe has rece~:.tl)' 
acclaimed a hero. Ltjo!' 
Thomas A. Rice was present­
ed the "Purple and Graen 
Heart with Leeeh Device" by 
his battalion commander,Lt 
Col Joseph B. Starker, ~or 
wounds received durin.s' ,an 
encounter with activeVC 
leeches. 

\ 

The six gunships expanc'.­
_ ed more than 16,000 rounds 
.-" of machine gun ammo, 300 

rockets and 1,000 rounds .f 
40 rmn shells leaving Charl­
ies attack' completely dis­
organized and enemy dead 
and wounded scattered over 

Maj Rice was praise~ ciu­
ring a' recent operation 
when he f .. rce ianded :;is 

. helicopter in active 'it:, te­
rritory, waist deep in pad­
dy .water. Leeches were ~b­
undant in the stagnant " ·;;~t~~ 
.er but l;aj Rice disphJc;d 
extreme professionalism in 
simultaneously supervising 
the evacuation of the heli­
copter while aggressivelJ" 
encountering leeches crawl­
ing up his pants leg, in­
flicting many bites. I 

i • 
I 
i 
1 
~ 

"'\,,6'), f>ffl!Al y~~vt.iNG!·1 
"'/I-~_-""-"-"<' 

.-.::.~ ... 

the area. 
Despite a 

than 15 Lcurs 
t"'tal of more 
combined fly-

ing tirr,e and intense enemy 
automatic" and ... small arms . ~":" , 
fire no,·i!').j!lr~~)l "Ii damage 
was sus~ained by any of the 

. gunships. 

His advice on coun-t,er­
leech techniques burn 
hell o'J.t of thc:r'. '.'."it'!'.. c~ ::­
arette Jutts and secure ;"tt­
nts in your boots 'witl, s'coe 
laces, prevented his cc~n­
ander and crew from sustai­
ning like bites • 

N) • 

• ! 


