SOUTH VIETNAM

ESE TANK CREWMEN WATCH A B52 STRIKE NI

Allied Strikes Kill 50

As

B4 Vietnom:

SAIGON — Fifty Communists
were killed Thursday when artik-
lery and air sirikes battered a
North Vietnamese force batting
South Viemamese Hangers and
armored cavalrymen iwo miles
sast of Krek, Cambedia, the
South Vietmamese command
spid Friday.

Air strikes inflicted moat of
the Communist casualties,
no ARVN soldiers were
or killed, spokesmen said.

Allied firepower also de-
stroyed eight antiaircraft gun
sites in the clash near the Cam-
bodian border northwest of Sal-

Eom.

‘Weanwhile, Communist guo-
ners hit U.5. Fire Base Pace
with 50 82mm mortar rounds in
10 shelling attacks between noon
Thursday and noan Friday, the

The shellings reportedly

WRVNs Battle Reds

Communist pressure along the
Coambodlan bord

caused no A

er northwest of

at the base, which is 76 miles
northwest of Saigon in Northern
Tay Ninh Province near the
Cambodian border.

North Vienamese soldiers
also shelled ARVN posilions in
northern Tay Ninh Province and
around Erek six times Thurs-
day, spokesmen said. One of the
indirect fire attacks inflicted
light casualttes.

In fighting five miles south of
border along

Province, Tth AF spokesmen

Saigon reportedly has eased con-
siderably since NVA units
Jaunched an offensive with shell-
ing attacks Sepl. 25.

Duerall action.was Nght and
scattered in Vietnam Thursday,
but South Vietr R

EAR KREK, CAMBODIA.
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upl Raglophote

Jackson
Urges New
Viet Vofe

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen.
Henry M. Jackson sald Friday
South Vienamese President
Nguyen Van Thieu Is “'serving
under a cloud” and President
Nixon should use o little lever-
age to gel a new and contested

backed hy helicopter gunships
reporied killing 18 Reds near the
Cambodian border about 75
miles west of Saigon. The
Rangers fook ne casualties,
spokesmen said.

Popular Forces militiamen
killed eight Communists without
suffering & casually Thursday 15
miles northeast of Saigon.

In the Central kighlands, Go
younist gunners fired 20 S2mm
mottar rounds at & Ranger hase
camp 12 miles west of Plelky,
but there were no ¢ il

teclion called there.

wie have he responsibility
to intervene in behalf of 15 mil-
lion people,” Jacksen said at &8
news conlerence.

“In Hght of what happened
last week” when Thieu won
aver 99 per cent of the vote in
an uncontested electlon, “Mr.
Thieu continues under & cloud,”
the Washington Democrat sald.

Jackson, who is expected to
announce later 1his fall his can-
didacy for the I?emucrm.ic prese

spokesmen sald.

Viet Sena

Of Thieu's Electio

SAIGON (AP) — Senate op
ponents of President Nguyen
Van Thieu began efforts Friday
to create a special committes
to investigale rigging ga-
tions in last Sunday's presiden-
tlal election.

Sen. Vu Van Man, leading
Senale spokesman for the anti-
government An Quang Buddh-
{515, told the Senale; “The Viet-
namese people don’t belleve the
tesulls. .

wif the committes finds the
elections to have been dishon-
est, then President Thieu
should resign to pave the way
for a new electlon.’”

Sen. Trueng Tien Dat, anoth-
er opposilion leader, teporied-
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%0 of the Senate’s 5¢ memiwrs

had signed a p! te estab-
lish the spech investigaton
committee.

_Charges that Lhe elecllon was

rigged arese ofler the vole
counters reported that Thiew,
runnlng  unopposed,  collected
94.3 per cent of the voles casi,
The move for & special inyes-

tors Seek Probe
n Victory

tigation came 08 the Senate
met to selecd s president and
chalrmen of i 12 standing
commiitees.

Pro-govermnment Sen. Nguyen
van Huyen was yeelected Sen-
resident by a 5.3 vote.
Chairmenship of the imporiant
Forelgn Relations Committes
went to Mau.

dentlal nom! , Bi he has
written Nixon and has “talked
with high White House stalfers
urging the administration use
Its influence to have a new
election called in South Viet-
nam.

Jackson indicated the United
States could threaten to cut
back on milll.m'{1 and economic
alde to the Southeast Aslan va-
tion in order to get the legisla-
wure there to call for an elec-
tion that would Include a cholce
of candidates.

Jackson leaves Saturday on a
four-day campalgn trip to Flor-
ida, site of a presidential pri-
mary election next March 14.

SAS ¥ Bureos
SAIGON—The 358ih Tactical
Fighter Sa. et Phu Cat AB be--
gan standdown Friday, U.S. Tth
‘Alr Force spokesmen sald.

Two unils of the Army’s 1st
Aviation Brigade also began
standdown, Army Spokesmen

saad.
The 380th TFS will be the first
F4 phantom fighter-bomber

Squadron to leave Southeast
‘Asia under the current U.S.
withdrawal program, spokes-
men said, There will be 630
space reducilons.

The unit dosignation (380th
TFS) will be transferred 10
Mountain Home AFB, Tdaho.

The squadron arrived in Viet-
nam‘in Mavch 1968, flying more

3 Flying Units Start Standdown

then 13,000 combat missions
since moving to Phu Cat AB in
June, 1868,

The twe Army units that be-
gan standdown Friday were the
132nd Aviation Co. (CH47 me-
dium helicopters) and the 176th
Aviation Co. {UH1 assault heli-
coplers). The number of space
reductions is 55,

U.S. Air

| Support

Lauded

SAIGON (AP)—A tog
South Vietnamese fiel
commender Friday credited
U.8. nir support with turn-
ing the tide of battle along
the Cambodian border and
said it demonstrated the
need for such support to
continue.

T think the U.S. air suppert
has made the difference,” sald
Lt. Gen. Nguyen Xuan Thinh.
“Fhe tide of baitle has changed
hecause of the actions of the Ar
Force.” .

Thinh was referring to heavy
aerial bombing attacks and jo-
glsthcal sum‘),ori given his troopa
in turning back a North Viet-
namese offensive along the Viet:
nam-Cambodia frontier in the
last two weeks.

Informed sources said U.5.
tactical fighter bombers have
flown as many as 700 combat
strikes since the North Vietnam-
ese launched their drive.

Alr Force Bi2 bombers have
logged another 100 strikes
against Communist troop com-
centrations and supply bases,
while helicopters have flown
theusands of sorties on troop 1igL
and supply missions.

Despite heavy U.S. support,
the South Vietnamese Air Force
is flying about &Y per cent of the
tactical air strikes, 40 per cent
of the troop and supply missions
and 25 per cent of the helicopter
gunship  misstons, field com-
manders said. R

“Qur Air Force ls still very
weak,” Thinh said.. In iwo of
three years it will become big-
ger but right now we need very
rauch 1.8, alr support.”’

He sald helicopter support Was
vital, especially for resupply.
South Vietnam has only oné

squadron of heavy supply hels-”

copters and is to acquire its see-
ond squadron next month.

Reds Kidnap
68 in Raid

S5&5 Vietnam Bureou

SAIGON—Tereorists kidnaped
63 persons - from a western
Quang  Tin Province refuges
camp in a single raid, National
Police spokesmen said Friday.

The refugees were kidnaped
Sep!. 28 in a Viet Cong foray intp
Son Binh Village in Hiep Bue
District, according to the de-
layed pelice report.

Paolice also reported 41 terror-
ist incidents in which 23 civilians
were killed, 30 wounded and 101
kidnaped.

Ninety of the abduction vic-
tims were taken from villages In
Quang Tin Province, and terror-
isis aiso killed two persins and
wounded two in the province,
spoliesmen said.

7 U.S. Aircrait
Lost in Week

&5 Viernam Bureou

SATGON — Three US. planes
and four helicopters were shot
down over Southeast Asin during
he week ended Oct. 5, the u.s.
command said Friday.

An RF4 reconnaissance Phan-
tom was downed Oct. 1 in Viet-
nam and and Al Skyraider was
lost Sept. 30 in Laos. Military
spukesmen did not identify an-
other U.S. plane lost over laos
during the week.

All four of the hellcopters
were downed oyer Vietnam,
spokesmen said. .

The United States has lost 3,-
350 planes and 4,623 helicopters
in Southeast Asia.
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