
SOUTH VIETNAMESE TANK CREWMEN WATCH A 852 STRIKE NEAR KREK, CAMBODIA. 

Allied Strikes Kill 50 
As ARVNs Battle Reds 

i!6SV ___ 

SAIGON - Fifty ComlIlW1illts 
were killed Thursduy wben artil­
lery and air strikes battered. a 
North Vietnamese foree batWng 
South Vietnamese Rangers and 
armored cavalrymen two miles 

east of Krei, CaIDhodia, the 
Sou t h VletnamelJe command 
said Friday_ 

Air strikes Inflicted most of 

tbe Communist casualties, and 
no ARVN soldiers were wounded 
or killed, spokesmen said. 

A I Ii e d firepower also de­
stroyed eight anUaircraft gun 
sites in the clash near the cam· 
bodian border northwest of Sal­..... 

Meanwhile, Communist gqn­

ners Wt U.S. Fire Base Pace 
with 50 82mm mortar rounds In 

10 shelling attacks between BOOn 

Thursday and noon Friday, the 

U.S. command said. 

The I\,heillngs repo~ 

~aused no American casualties 
at the base, which is 71i miles 
northwest of Saigon In Northern 
Tay Nlnb Province near the 
Cambodian border. 

North Vietnamese soldiers 
also shelled ARVN pm;ltions in 

northern Tay Ninh Prov1nce and 

amund Krek six Umes Thurs­
day, spokesmen said. One of the 
indired lire attacks infllcted 
light casualties. 

In fighting live miles south of 

the Cambodian border along 
Highway 22, South Vietnamese 

InlantrYmen killed lour Reds 
Thursday, spokesmen said. Slx 

ARVN soldiers were wounded. 
Seventh Air Foree fighter­

bomber pilots new U missions 
In support of ARVN unillJ oper. 
ating in northern Tay Ninh 

!:%vl;%laJth AF spokesmen 

Communist pressure along the 

Call1l;lodlan border northwest of 
Saigon reportedly has eased con­
siderably since NVA units 

launched an offensive with shell· 
ing attacks SePt. 25. 

Overall action •. was light and 
scattered in Vietnam Thursday, 

but South Vietnamese Rangers 

~::~ b~u:Ufs'l:~s ~':;~~ 
Cambodian border about 111 
JDiles west of Saigon. The 
Rangers took no casualties, 

spokesmen said. 
Popular Forces militiamen 

killed eight Communists without 
suffering a casuslty Thursday 15 

miles northeast of Saigon. 
In the Central highlands, Com­

munist gunners fired 20 82mm 
mortar rounds at a Ranger base 

camp 22 JDiles west of Plelku, 
but there were no casualties, 
spokesmen said. 

Viet Senators Seek Probe 
Of Thieu's Election Victory 

SAIGON (AP) - Senate op- 20 of the Senate's 5t members ligation came ns the Senate 

p.menlll of Pre8ident Nguyen had signed a p!'ClPOlial to estaJ>. met to select a president and 

Van 'Thieu began efforts Friday lish the spedal investigaton chabmen of_ ita 12 standing 

to create a special committee committee. committees. 

~m:r:s:!!r~un~p~~ ni:lge5 ar!:t ~~~:= v::o-J::nm:::'r~t~gu~~ 

tial election. ~ :~~~a~ ~~Si~~; ~y th'e ~~;.:t 

Se~:~ ~k;;:~an'1:~'t~ea= $4.3 per cent of the votes cnst. Foreign Relations Committee 

govenunent An Quang Buddh- The meve for a special Inves- went to Mau. 

------
Jackson 
Urges New 
Viet Vote 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen. 

Henry M. Jackson said Friday 

South Vietnamese President 

Nguyen Van Thleu ts "serving 

under a cloud" and Pt-esident 

Nixon should use a little lever­

age to get a new and contested 

election called there. 

"We have the responsibility 

to Intervene In behalf of 15 mil­

lion people," Jackson ssld at a 

news conference. 

"In light of what happened 

last week" when Thleu won 
over 90 per cent 01 the vote In 
an uncontested election, "Mr. 

Thieu continues under a cloud." 
the Washington Democrat said. 

a;n~~"::~'la~~ thll~ r:rhl~~a~~ 
dldacy for the Democratic pres· 
denUal nomination, said he has 
written Nixon and has 'talked 
with high White House staffers 

urging the adminlstraUon use 
Its influence to have a new 
election caJled In South Viet· 

Mm. 
Jackson Indicated the Untted 

States could threaten to cut 

~~ ::,n th,!:I~:-lhe~: ~I~o,::!~ 
!~ Irh:;e[O t~Jr,,;~e a~g~r!~: 
tion that would Include a choice 
of candidates. 

Jackson leaves SatUlday on a 

lour·day campaign trip to Flor· 
Ida, site of a presidential pri­

mary election next March 14. 

ists, told the Senate; "The Viet· 
namese people don't believe the 
results. 

"If the committee Unds the 

elections to have been dlshOP­
est, then President Tb\eu. 
should reSign to pave the way 
for a new election." 

3 Flying Units Start Standdown 

Sen. Troong Tien Oat, anoth­
er opp05ition leader, reported. 

6 Pacific stan. & Stripes 
Slinday. Od. 1t, 1t'n 

SAIG01f '1:1::"'" ~b'" Ta I Squadron to leave Southeast than 13,000 combat mlssiom; 

F · h .~ Ph C ACU~ Asia under the current U.S. since moving to Phu Cat AB In 

Ig tel' "". at ~ at B....... withdrawal program, spokes-

rum standdown Fnday, U.S, 7th mlln said. There will be 650 June, 1!Hi9. . 

Air Foree,spokesmen said. space reductlons. The two Army umts that be-

A~ro:U:ri:d,:e a~Y~II~~ The unit deSignation (389th r:2nnJ'a:~~~~ ~~~arclme ~~~ 

sianddown, Army spokesmen TFS) will be transferred to diuffi helicopters) and the 116th 

said. Mountain Home AFB, Idaho. Aviation Co. (UHi as~auLt heH-

The 389lh Tio'S will be the lirst The squadron arrived In Viet· copters). The number of ~pace 

F" ph ant 0 m fighter-bomber nam'ln March 19&6, flying more reductions is 555. 

u.S. Air 
Support 
Lauded 

SAIGON (AP)-A top 
South Vietnamese field 
commander Friday credited 
U.S, air lIupport with turn­

ing the tide of battle alonl 
the Cambodian border and 

said it demonstrated the 
need for such support to 
continue. 

'1 thtnk the U.s. air SUPPOrt 
has made the difference," said 
Lt. Gen. Nguyen Xuan Thinh. 
"The tide of batlle hss changed 

because of the actions of the Air 

Force." 
Thlnh was referring to heavy 

aerial bombing attacks and 10-

rn\s~~i::p~kg~eN:~h ~:t~ 
namese offensive along the Viet· 
nam--Cambodia frontier In the 
last two weeks. 

Informed sources said U.S. 
tactical lighter bombers have 
flown as many as 700 combat 

strikes since the North Vietnam· 
ese launched their drive. 

Air Force B5Z bombers hsve 
log g e d another 100 strikes 

against Communist troop con­
centrations and supply bases, 

while helicopters haVe nown 
thousands of sorties on troop lift 
snd supply missions. 

Despite heavy U.S. suPPOrt. 

the South Vietnamese Air Force 
is flying about Ii\l per cent of tha 
tactical air strikes, 40 per cent 
of the troop and supply missions 

and 25 per cent of the helicopler 
gunship miSSions, field com· 
manders said. . 

"Our Air Force Is still very 
weak," Thlnh said. In two of 
three years it will become big. 

ger but right now we need very 
much U.S. air support." 

He said helicopter support was 

Vital, especially lor resupply. 
South Vietnam hss only one 
squadron 01 heavy supply hell·­
copters and is to acquire Its sec_ 

ond squadron next month. 

Reds Kidnap 
68 in Raid 

us VI.Ioom Sur"u 

SAIGON-Terrorists kidnaped 
68 persons from a western 
Quang Tin Province refugee 
camp in a single raid, National 
Police sp<lkesmen ssid Friday. 

The refugees were kldnsped 

Sept. Z9 in a Viet Cong foray Into 
Son Blnh Village In Hiep Duc 
Dis t ric t. according to the de· 
layed police report. 

Police also reported 41 terror­
Ist incidents In which 25 civilians 
were killed, 30 wounded and 101 
kidnsped. 

Ninety of the abduction vic­
tims were taken from villages In 
Quang Tin Province, and terror· 

ists also killed two persons and 
wounded two In the province, 
spokesmen said. 

7 U.S. Aircraft 
Lost in Week 

'!-&S VI.loom auroou 

SAIGON _ Three U.S. planes 

and four helicopters were shot 
down over Southeast ASia during 
the week endcd Oct. 5, the U.S. 
command said t'riday. 

An RF4 reconnaissance Phan­
tom was downed Oct. 1 in Viet­
nam and and Al Skyraider was 
lost Sept. 30 in Laos. Military 
spokesmen did not identify an· 
other U.S. plane Lost over Laos 
during Ihe week. 

AU four of tile lIeHcoptcn;; 
were downed over Vietnam, 
~pokesmcn said. 

The United States has lost 3,-
350 planes and 4,623 lIelicQpters 
in Southeast ASIa. 


