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FORw.UUl 

Serving in dj.rect support of the Fr JG '.Jorlo. Forces an(, th., A • ."my of 

the Republic of Vietnam, tha 15:'th Avia.tion Company is similar to the 

ml2ny other avi,1tion units of th3 Sf.l.::'!1i3 ;3ize anc~ structure. Form-ad 

originally as Co A, 1st Aviatio" Batlllion, 1st Infantry Division at 

Fort RiI~y, Ka"sas, the unit arrived at Vung Tau, Vietn"~ on 1 M~y 1965. 

NO'J'ing diNctIy to Ban He Thuot, with an aircr:J.ft complement of 24 

Uii-1D
'
s tha advance party was welcomed by LTC Delbart Townsend, Formar 

Corom.:tnd<lr of the 52nd Av1:J.tion Battalion. After much pNparation Hnd 

hnny training h0urs through which th3 man of Co A b3ca.me proficiant 

in the now and dem,mding tachniquas of flying in u combo.t zona, tha 

.---------.. 

company was dacl.:tr;,;d op,)ra.tionlll on 1 June 1965. On 20 Novamb;,;r 1965 

Comp.::ny AWlS r3dosignded etS th0 155th Avbtion Company (Air }jobil;:, Light). 

From the first, the 155th ' s airlift pldoons "ere known c.s "Skge 

CO:J.oh" lJ'hilJ the .U'med Phtoor! was c2.11ed the "Falcons". Flying from 

3ai:;on in the south to DaIl: Peh in tho, north, from the CO'lstal pl:lins, 

to thG C,mioodian border, the Stagecoach-Flicon te'llll has spra:ld thclir 

raputIJ.tion for accomplishing th.:lir mis-;ion while maint,1ii'ling tile highest 

of surety sti:.ndards and aircraft availatili ty throughout Vi·,tnJ.lll. 



· . 

PJ!:RIOD 1 Jmuury - 31 DGcGmbor 1966 

The begir.n:!.nrr of hnu.".ry 1966 found the 155th er;g!!ged in oPJr~tions 

in the Seigon aN::!. Thay took p.J.rt in ?. comb"lt ~.ss!'..ul t folloHad by 

suppl; .. i.~1g aight drlift h0licopters !lnd four,rm3d e,~corts, to South 

"i0tn:un Pr"miGr ,Nguyen C.!lO Ky and his p:rty. It was thGn north to 

Phu CD.t for operation l·c.sher;:~hite \iillg. These mi:sions weN tlpic2.1 

of those pulled by the young Comp2.ny. One ;aisfo rtune mc.rr"d the fi:l~ 

combat Ncord. Two members of thil gun platoon ciep"lrt0d their .J.ircraft 

.·,".ftor lending near Bu Prang on 29 M.',-rch 1965 and accid,mtly w.ndered 

into an old French mil~GfiJld. \vurrant Officer Raymon L. Ford .?nd 

Wll.rr"'.nt Offic<Jr Philip C. Smith bclc.:un" c~.su."lltiGS whan thvy deto,~:?tGd 

::l11ti-personnal mines. 

Inithl d:'.ys of April W8re spant in norm:-.l rlission fli.,.hts uound 

t:10 vc.rious supported sectors, but 1.-" tor missio;}s took the comprcny 

fJ.rth.Jr r:~' ~.J.y from home bUS3. The 1 st Air C:lv='.lry Division i :i ti;l.tcd 

Op.;rcltiDns P~.ul Rovere in !:dei-·April to se:1.rcil out r..nd destrO)T th", 

elusive enomy in the h?zc.rdous Chu Pong mount ... lin rllnge. 

Tr::-.gdy struck tha compmy on 27 ND.y 66 during :l troop lift south 

of Pldku. WO EuganG W. Cos':lWell ,ms killed wh-:1n his:ircr!lft f::il-Jd 

to cle:lr tall tr.Ns in R t.?.kc off from il confined aree, emd crc.sh"d. 

Crowchief FPC Robart C. Luco I1.nd gtm.."ler, l-'1!'C Richc:rd E D·~bnay Jr., ,1:3r0 

severly burned. p?'C Dabn:3Y subsequ(mtly di:3d on 3 June while enrouta 

to an Army h08 lit'll in Sm ,\ntonio, T"xas. 



from the 10c-:-.1 D:1rl''',c Provi!lc.3 ~:-,.thari~g to c,~I\3br8.t3 thJ: D-.::cl-::>.r:'.tio:n of 

Province Fi:::l.nce chi,,)f :,L'ri pr-3S<..:3r:tJd gifts to the cOIT'.mc.nd in boh .... lf of his 

peopl.; for th;; continuing [i • .:>. 8ffort in o)posing Viot Cor.g ,"ggre~;;ion in 

thclir urea. 

Succ.:lsafrl 155 pJ.rticip.qtion in thG cleso ground ccmt'\t of th~ 23rd 

from 6 to 10 July promptud Brig G-3n. Nguyon 1):n !·hnh, to pNs.Jnt VL.tn ';.10 so 

the ViJtn:::.mJsG Gc.ll:tn.t: .. y Cross with thoJ silv..)r s~.:lr. CD.pt~irl Frost 

r.Jcci VJd th0 Viotnrunoso Cross of G['J_J.o.l'ltr~i for suvprossivD ".rjrl0d ·:-.ir 

supjJort ,rhich :'d8ult",d in killing forty (40) Vict Congo 

E'!Gnts prov~d. to Do pl":lsc.nt on Th'\nksgiving :md Christm:.,s for tho 

men of th~ 155th. Both d:1.Ys WON holid:1.Ys for th8 troops md both ,!:oro 

3nj oyed fittingly. On 24 Nonmber the compound swm1ing pool W"l.S oL icio.lly 

opJn0d by 17th Group COllll'!i'.l1dor, Col John 1 •• Meli'r, Inf, C.Del 52nd B'lttdion 

COlllln:md:or, L~C Foy Rico, in D. ribbon cutting c JrJIDony. On: 4 DOC8Llbcr 

th;) l!Cw B,"ttJ.lion C;ol1lr.lr:nd;;:r LTC Paul C Smi th0~', TC, :l.ssJ.sted in dedic".til!g 

th" Crossbm-r In:~ NCCJ club which contributed to tho r,;·er():J.tionll 

of th" o.vLtion ccmpJu . .'1.d,,-t Dan V:a l·huot. 

On 30 October, a UH1D co;.1lJ;!;md8d by .,0 i'lich':'.el :'. Cory,:)ll Dnd piloted 

by W\l 1.ilmer J. Hillingh2.lll wail shot down whll" en D. rvsupply missio;:). for 

,m ,,13m,,>nt of th':) 25t;l Inf!!.ntry r.eD.r Plei IrJ"rGng. Crashing to the 

~ou."1d in flames, thel e wara no surviors. C.::unp Corydl the home of tha 

155 wc.s n'Lmad in hiz t.onor. 

----._._-----------------



1 Jc.n - 31 Dec 67 

The 3rd of Janu!lr'J brought c. n,J;/ scene to the 155th. The company 

mov"d its fli::;l1t 01~mants n.:~:.(J. j~apraS0!1t!"l.tivciS from mn.i::',ter::::nc8, :"vior..ics, 

and admidstr'.tion to !l fiolo. heJ.dqu:'.rters at C:unp Hollowc.y Airfield in 

Pleiku. 

From Pleiku, elements of the 155th Q1ternated i:1 Kontum working with 

sp.:Jcial forces. 

The company moved be.ck to Bo.n Ne Thuot on the 23rd of February only 

to be recalled to Pleiku. These moves were typical missions for tho 155. 

It W·1S ~,lways on the movo. 

On 16 HQrch whil9 particip::ting in c. combD.t ","ssc.LIt west of PIJiku, 

a flight clemant of thG 155th C2.me unddr intanse enamy fire. Two uircr;:'.ft 

;TeTG s :.lriously damaged by hostile rounds :'.nd one oth-:lr w').s shot down 

c:.nd burned upon imp!lct. Tho Comp:1.ny suffeNe; two KIA and two InA durL;g 

tIle fiorce ongagJm'Jnt with the, en('my. "I SJ,W the ship going down with 

fl.".Dl~s i::illowing from the engine comp'lrt!:l..;nt. Thdn it hit the trees .~.nd 

fell tr~ough the c:unopy. We noticed !l s~lll cleJ.ring o.bout 200 meters 

from the cr3.sh and Selt our: ship down in it. Th0 ere-wchiGf and I jumped 

from cur ship, he with his M-60 machine c.lld I with my M-16" Tlils was 

the w::..y 1 LT Rich::trd Sperling describ~d the action a.fter the 155th HUGY 

cr~shed aftar being hit by ground fire during opelrntion Srun HOUStO;l on 

thlt ~ventfu1 day. LT Sperling and SP5 Ydch~el Baucom unhesit!ltingly 

went to th~i!' rescue ~Ti th comp.1ilte disreg:u'd for the Clnomy mortars th'J.t 

WilT<.> trying c.asper'J.t<lly to destroy tho downod crew. 

--------_._-----------



On th0 27 August, 6 lif"t ~;;'licopt.Jrs :mcl 4 gu.'") ships extr:::ct"d 180 

GIvG Spoci.ll Forcos Tr".:ps frUlil Duc k.p in Dl:" 1:-.c PrOVi;1CG. AG thil 

tr:msport fli"ht lifted out c;f t:lu Due L"p l:mclLg zpnil QL th," first 

lift, hostil·" fire WI:S rocoiv,Jd. Tw;) of t;lJ Cc'~,lP ·.ny o.ircr.1ft Wur0 hit 

C'.no. en;.) rJturn,3d i:n..lledi "''ot31y t._: th..3 ~~irfi..:;ld. Th~ othe.r 8.ircr?.ft, 

cornmlndod by ~l.~rr.:.nt Officor St.JV0 Ow;":)ns, w'].s forc-3d dow!: into D. cloo.ring 

iL th.3 jungle ;Thim it lost oil pr-lssure. 'rh0 !lircr.lft '{:~s NcoiYing fire: 

whan i t t~u~had down in tha clG "'.ring from Gn enemy force in tha tree line. 
On~ p"~s·,()nger WeS ',re,unded by th.:: firG. 'fhe r;;m.indilr of t110 fli~.ht follow-Jd 

\~O Ow ;ns i~1t,') th0 clcD.ring and th-Jir p1.SSclngers socureG. thu .:troe. wi thin 

i;;..m i;:inut.Js; ~·rv hc..urs l:".tcr tho d:.mn.god ':lircr.!lft W.J,S rGmr.vad, l;ut 

t~l,-, CIDG Cor:LJ::'.1!.Q..:.r docidoG. t;., tc.ko the opportunity to st<11k th0 on..)my 

_:.no. rar.t."".in03d on thJ t'J.rgct which h,'"td b-3Bn in.1.dv0rtantly offered himo 

,10 OW0ns s:tid of tho action, "It was clesG, but h0W mc.ny tillLS c= you 

g3t ShClt down .1n0. he.Yo your own lin.:> comp~ny fulle\! you in? W" woro 

roc3i ving h(l'lV".! fir" on the grc-und. Had it not bG~n for tho quick 

rO'lctivl1 of th;)sG CIDG rrry cr8W ,muld not be llivG tcd:lY" 

On the 6th of November n s0cond ch,ngo of cmJ!!l"nd wr~s h"ld for 

tb.1 155th. Tho guidon W:J.S pJ.ssCld from H-:jor Ch.'lrlie P. Fleming to Nr.jor 

Billy R. Goodall. 

The year closed with elamonts of the unit in PlGiku. Th0 155 Aviation 

COmpi!ny (111"11) was the epitot!e of Air m"bilit:r at "ark. l':w ye2.I" h::>.d seen 

that! working in HUd Phu B'li area in the Mrth. Their ce.ll sig!1s h,'.d ba.:Jn 

haard e.s far south 118 Sdg-:,n. Th0Y were truly part ')f tl1G iTagc.t,onds 

of ViatnJ.r.l" 

-----------------



hi'i - DEC 1968 

h81icopters ,J.nc~ d0Jl1:2.g0d t,Jn ot.hers. ..'\ddition'~~lly two trc:nsi-.3nt Dus~off 

ship3 incur3c. d iJ.nC\.gc. This s.:t bl\ck w~s onlJ.T t0mpor:try ;:.nc. th::J 1j5th 

'..rJ.s fully op",r:J.ticn~l Hi thin 24 heurs. 

,\itor a 26 round mort,:lr atkck :cn the 17th J':nu::.ry, in "heh fiv~ 

EJ.1: ho Thuot ~ncl t~ o.dj:l.cant !lirfiold bog::tn a.t. 0150 h.:,'u:s.. At zhis 

tir.10 both flare :l~' cunships Hare ordered (lir~orn" in support of v::inms 

ch\Jck pointS:llld outpQsts unQur ::tt:\ck. At :)200 hour~ th" 15th "'"nt to 

100% alort, flnd ~.t 0250 heurs Ilppr,,):il'l·:t,ol.r 20 roll.'1.1s of hostil" l:lortc.r 

fire foIl en t~1~ city 2.iri'iJld ccmplu . ..:. Sr.1 '.11 ['.:r.r.IS firo wes I3ncou.~.:.toJr,3d 

F~can E>1.!nships r .. ot yet c.0ml,-=C.tJ':'~ W',:,T8 ord0r.:d c.l,)ft .J.t 1300 h,_~l¥·,rs. Ttwy 

v!,Jrc J..~ iJ".t' cr~di ted 1.·..!o.In d..)stroyin::r tt.TO On0t'l.y 8?J!lI:l n1ort.~J' postiol1s 0 

",,'le:ro and gun,",,'J!s flel, thnughcut tbe night. 

At 081'> ';\lurs :l Fclcc,;' drcrnft pil,'tJd l:lY 1101 I~l1 Tondsey c,lld 

JJ::wr.;mca R:lnner w'" dOl.Tllud by hostll" £i.-e tlW miles scuth of B.".n 

~1(J Thuot. A 16;;t •• rocov.,ry nircrc:ft alor.g with Dust0ff wel''' C:isp:: tchod 

tel th.) S C,:JlloJ, :mr.: s .)vGr~l ships .'llr·"::!,"'.~y .'n tn' ,":I ... J.' d' - -" - ~ r Horo J.vClrtdd to 

tho loc=,ticn to' help th., dwnlld crew. ],t 0830 h:,urs, whilo taking (ff 

t·) diract recovery op.::r.-:>.tions, Mt'.J' or GC0d."t11 d W,~i.S T,./Gun 'e.:'l wh.Jn his ai:ccr.:lft 

uncount:3reC: i2itenSG £.ut.nm,:',. t:i c W;)::.pons fi~'\3. 

--.-----~ .. ---~ 



ThC3 r.:onths oJf :.pril ~nc'. };~.}" S'." C,mp Guryall un'::er spor.". tic nort,':'.r 

c.tttJ.cks. .H.rcr:..fts wore ~:3strc~r~d ,'!nd pclrsonn~) .. injure'': how~v.3r t.hcl 

Ccmp~.ny m~rche;:.~ en. 

On the 1st of June the! 155th rGc0ivo(; .". \!:\rm w:Jlcoma from th0 lOth 

CODlb t .lvi·1tion Bo.tt:llion. This ch'.l1gc of B1tt'llior: 110.<: litt10 ·3ffect 

on the c:)rnp''',ny .::.nd th,.::y c()ntinul;)c: missions QS before.. There presants l-l0.S 

still felt in I corps tu the norht .:tm: II Ccrp to tha south. 

JAN - DEC 1969 

:'s the Y(3::.r bafore, C.mp C::>ryall w::.s .,"gain subj ect tc co'O!sknt 

c.tt,~cks from tho lcc:.l VC ::'.nC thi3 IIJVil.. During th0 03l1.tire ya:-tr of 196[;, 

CCJnp C')I"Jell C8.L1'O un<iar a tt".ck 28 tim()s. During th0 qU:lrter 1 J:;nu'.I"'J to 

31 !·l".rch 69 thdrv \~0N 12 enamy c.tbcks ::tiNct,3':; :It C.".!np Coryon, 0-

40% qu.::rt.:Jrly itlCNilse. 

On the 3rd of J:lnu-,ry ct 3t:lgeco,:!'ch o.ircr.':lft cr".sh.::d int:J :J. !ilounk.in 

l:,(3t""~l1 B.ln lI.e ThuGt .,,\nc: D-:.~".t, :lfter Eping IFR in 10,' clouds. Tnu 

pilt.;t t:!iad in thl3 cr'lsh 2.n ..... the nircrn.ft ccmlil~nd3r, crawchi-3f ::.nu. e:unn0r 

were s.:JriJusly injured. 

Ronov:.ti:m of tho ccmpound was also in tho works. Th.:J rcfudling 

:lre::, south of tho !lctive ,,(IS causing !l prcblem with dust. This ;r'.s 

solved "ith pel1eprim. The p3rimator W!'lsnJ.so becfe':: up "ith solid cunker 

construction. This time also saw tha 155th ong!lguC: in extra fligllt 

trc.ining. TheN W:lS an initiation of night flights to incrGMo o:'.ch 

indivicu'.lls I night profici,mcy and provide incrG:lsad over .• ll mission 

re".diness e!lpabili ty. 

--------_ ... _ .. -_. __ ....... _ . ............ - ... _--_. -----_._----



Tha downed gunship erGW wns finr:lly 0xtr:::.eteJ r.t 0930 in th",. morning. 

Intense hestil", ~etivi ty pNcludGc:mY:ltt0mpt .to rccc·vcr tho ~.irer-.ft, 

~ci noc"ssit:-.taci its d",structi::n l~t;)r in th'} 'l:::.y. Vlhile roturniils froLl 

the er:J.sh scene the 165th R"covel"'J .::ircr:::.ft w,"s cNdi tee: ",ith 15 KE IS 

" it ' , '7n
v f ht· th w.,en s Cloor gunnars eng .. gec 11 orce c:::.ug ~n e open. 

At 1300 hours ",nether UHIC ',.15 d'1m:1gec .~mc: cr"w chi.,f wounclad by 

"mamy nnti-:lircr::ft fire. Th" :!.ircr~.ft complGted its fire iolissi.l1 :lna 

then returned to homa stCttion. Hhila hndin:r :It city fiGl" ':.t 1830 hours, 

',10 Teaford Nceived fC'.cid wounds when his UH1H :lircrnft W':LS hit by 

:luto~('.tic w::npons fire. 

FroJ:l 2300 hours 30 J 'l.nu~.ry to 0400 h~,urs on the 31, th.) F.::lc0ns 

g.we continuo~ support. Durin~ this tillW these two UHIC I s subst.:1.inoc. 

32 hits from hcsti".l fire. ThiJY wora crec.ited with silol1cine; t110anemy 

On the 4th of ]-brcJl, C~.mp Coryall teok (l total of 86 NUllds. Those 

WGre followed by D. NVa slltch81 ch:::.rse te1l.l!l infil tr:lting through the 

R&U Y:ll"d, killing :::. Kc;r",;m P_'.&E employee. They were repelle-: by the 

r0nction force before they could accomplish th"lir missicn. 

With all this, the Sto.gecoo.eh-F~con te~ bounced beck. They flow 

o.1most dailY eonbo.t :lss~ults. 

Perh-.ps the worst tragedy in th) histol"'J of the comp:-.ny occure~ on 

19 :.pril when two UHIH helicopters collided in mic.-i!ir "Ihile flyinG 

fOI'llk'1.tion during c. combat t'.ss<,ul t. ::.11 p.>rsonnel (',bo:ll"d beth aircraft 

ware killed. _~ong the dead were 18 Vietn"~esc military paasengers. 



s:!pp.,r .:J. tt.'lck. On 22 H1.y :c t 0115 hours 56 r01L'1C'S of 60 alle' 82mm 

lilOr"Lm'S, 1340 and B41 r<)ckots, ·"one; 75r:li~ recoil13ss struck th", cw.pound. 

d'lstroy eight structures an;: ninu v311ic18s. 1""0 Ilircr::-.ft rJcc;ivQCC l':l.".jor 

d.aot~.g0 c.nC two recciv0::'~ r;linor (~~Wl:..ee. OnG civilirm gu'lrd '-1o.s slightly 

'Woundad. 

During this time the 155th was engageG in B50. This w"-s 'n o,?erdion 

wHh 5th Speci:J. FcrcC3s, Airforce, t:.ncl the 155th AVi'ltion COlilpmlY. These 

c.per'ltion inclu':e . .\ 4 slicks and four guns. Th-.; uirforce at first supplicG 

tho armod helicopter supp,)rt but due to heavy losses, the ha.rC: fig~ting 

F3.1cons to"k on the task. The job consisted of inserting D.lld o:·:tr:\cting 

Long R.Ulge Reconnc.isance Patrols. This was oft"n acc:omplish.,cl in the 

fD.ce of intense enomy fire. 

During tho night, the n:,ro ships ;ri th their gun cover ;roro ccll<3d 

c~g~in :md aga.in to rapulsa tha Gn.:nny fro:l tho 10cn1 ."'.ree.. 

Because of intense night flying, flare pots were installed to light the runway at night. Fhile the lighted runway lifted their spirita..they also felt depressed with the construction of a gas chamber. This was used to keep all personnel current and also served as a testing area for the newly issued gas masks. 

The company swimming pool, inactive for the past year, was relined, filled and the adjacent area repaired. It was officially reopc::ned the last wek in may, with 155 CO!!lll\9.nder }I.a,jor Bobby 1. Moore, being the first to t'lke the plunge. To his regret, he forgot to get his clothes off in time. 

On 25 June 1969, Ha.ior Booby L. Hoore relinquished commB.nd of the 155th Aviation Company to Haj. Dean H. Owen formerly assigned to IFFY. The cMnge of COlllJlland ceremony was held at Camp Coryell and was att.endE'd by dignitaries of the 23rd ARlnl Division, Darlac Sector, Detachmont B-23 (5th SpE'cial Forces Group), Col. Pelson Valone, Co'"manding Officer of 17th Aviation rroup, and LTC Davie L. Stanley, 10th Aviation Battalion Commander • 

.. _ ......... - ........... _ ... _---



Major Noore Has presented tilo Iron7.e Star for s"rvicG and the Vietnamese 
Cross of Gallantry. 

In ll'tte August r.nd carl)T Sopt:lmbf,r of 1c 61' the 155 supportcd ,"re'lS 
of Btl Prang A.nd Duc Lap ,,,,rs t"rgets of a lonG, h..,rd-hitting offensive 
by the enGmy. Duc Lap in p,:rticuJ.D.r wns the local point of enemy a.ctivi ty. 
All sources of informn. tion up to ,Tune of 1969 indicded thn.t tho enemy 
"las plaIll'.ing a 1 Q69 offensive :timod once .'lg'1.in nt Duc Jc.p. 

The end of the summer monsoon nnd the beginning of th", "inter brought 
about a gre2.t incT(:ase in ('nemy activity in hrge parts of the 155's area 
of operation. Although the rn.iny weather precluded nny large scalG enemy 
activity during July and August, tow~rds the end of September the lessen­
ing rCiinf.'l12 cfforded the enemy greater ease of mobility, as ,las indi­
c,:ltGd by l:>.rgc troop huildups in tho border "reas west and southH,)st of 
Duc J ap. 

During thc:se t:;mes the company was eng1ged in sniffer for G-2 of the 
?3rd AItW' Division. An increase of B-50 activities helped accoUl"t for 
the m.~,jority of missions during this period. rAy after day the Falcons 
we,re rr)turning \lith Elver increasing ~:BA 's credi tad to th",ir h?rd hi t.ting 
tr.:ctics. 

The au,:stion of the intent; ons of the enemy ,'ere answersd on ?? 
C'()toocr ,,;hen it became cLar th'1.t tho enemy was on the move. I.args c:b:e 
units moved across from Cambodia into positions south of Eu Prang- 'lnd 
south of Duc lap. large units "Jere stin m'lssing '-'long the Cambodi"'n 
harder pasing a substanti.?l artillery ·J,nd st1ndoff att.nck tbrfnt to the 
outposts of Pu Prang ard Duc lap. 

On 25 Octo bor the enemy bc'ga n his off ens i ve. 

Over night with the help of the 155, 5/22 Artillry set up fire bses 
strung from east of Duc L'1p to vest of Bu Prang. "B" Troop of the 7/17 
Co.v,,-lry ~ras assigned the mission of conducting "Hunter-Killer" operations 
in thE Bu Prang-Gia ~Tghi!t 'FJ.rcu. 

As the offense took 3ho pc, fire support mse Helen "'" s the first to 
tend under the onsJ.aught of a multibattalion size unit. It fell 01' the 
::>9 of October with the remaining personnel being el'tracted by thE: 155 
ur.der heavy enemy fire. 

As the enemy applied pressure, fire support bese Annie and Kate .'ere 
rc J ocated to Duc lap. Tht. onemy hs.d 50 caliber and 37mm Anti9.ircraft 
position arotmd ellch fire basC). As aircr,s.ft m'lde their approaches to 
thes"" b~s6s they would sustain nmnerous hits. ThEl aircraft kept return­
ing '1g:'.in and again for medical eV'lc··,?tion and finally "or the cxt.re.c­
tion. 

:!"ightin~ went on. Heroic deeds became pR::'t of the every day mission 
.3.5 the 155 Earn~d itc name under int.ense enemy fire . 

.. ~-... --.. -.-... -.. --.. ---



One of the most signific~tnt n c.tior:s tonk plo.ce on 17 Novomhlr when 
the F'11cons gunships 6xp(md:;d fivE: timeS or: 0r.erny locc:tions ncar Bu 
Prang. As a result of ":llcon gunships ~nd 1''lc Air Support, 7'? er..emy 
wero killed. }lore th.'tn half of which WE:re cr.1dited to the F"IOlDn~. 

The'lctivity on th" 17olco.no south of Duc lap hCld nO~1 r8:lched the 
point th'lt the SbgeCoo.ch slicks performing rosup:,ly to the; troops on 
the riln would ahpys receive ground firE:. kunching out of L7, ;':ike Smith 
these resupply hGlicoptE,rs hCld to dter th.ir routGS ,'lnd landing p'ltt8rns 
every time thGy rem (l mission. There ",·,re confirmE'.d .50 c1.lib2r positions 
~round three sides of tho Volcllno ~Iith slI11l11 ,'lrms l1nd troop concentrl1-
t.ions on the; fourth side. 

In addition there ~1'lS only one sm'lll spot on the rim sui-tahle for 
l'1nding 9.00 this jYld Wl.S constantly wr'loked with direct mort:tr, rocket, 
:md artill.,ry. An aircraft bndinr, on th" volc'!no ha.d to be fast. If 
cargo couldn't hl kicked off or the wounded loaded within 27 to 28 seconds 
they would h::vc to w~i t for the next lift, beCIl use 29 to 30 seconds "fter 
touchdown, .CJ. morutr round would strike the pad. This resupply and mede­
\GC mission put the cre','s under great stra.in. Going into the volc~,no ns 
rl':.ny as four, five, or six times in ono dlly put the cro~1S under so much 
pressure tbt the TJS ground camm,~nder insisted thnt the cre.rs be ch~,ng"d 
daily so ~s not to overt!lY the same people day after day. 

On ?7 Fovemb_r, a gunship cov8ring .CJ. vol~;:,no resupply W:lG shot dowll. 
They crash landed in enemy territory and were se,fGly Gytracted by another 
gunship. 

It must be r"memoorGd th:.1t thE b~t.tle of Bu Prllng-Duclnp V',S ~ full 
scaliJ effort by the, enemy. Although not mentj on0,d in this history the 
events and circumstances surrounding ",11 opc,ra tions 28 Octoocr - 28 
D',ccmber roquircd av:ihtors ·end crew to daily risk th.:lir lives in an 
effort to provide support to the oos€>igEo fir .,b'OlsG and outposts. 

--------.... - .. -------
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1 ';70 
.. J:m - D0c 

The ye:-'.r opfCr.ed rGl.<ivtivdy quiet 1·dth the 155 taking a long needed 
rf',st from the: tension of hcallY. comhlt. On the 6th of J"nuory, a'.; 0045 
hours, C"TJP Coryell rcceiv::d fiv8 rounds of 82mLl mort:lr. There was 
minor d2!11.r:gf: to UH-1 H. 

The r"st of the Donth ;r~.s free from mort'lr attack. 

This month Illso saw a r'lpid chllnge in the wctic'll sitmtion. It ''''s 
now off to Plieku in support of the 4th Infantry Division. The '1vcro.ge 
commi'cmunt rC!ngGd from four to twelve UH-1H and two to four UH-1C. 1'his 
erG'" h':d felt the on slut of the! "Stage Cooch-F.~lcon" tOlm only one year 
ctJ.rlier. 

1 ith Fobruary, the 155 resUIn8d its duti0s in the supfort of B-50. 
~'hi3 nission \lC'.S one of low hours but by no means "·'lsy. ~.s one pilot 
,mc: s'lid, "B-50 is 0. mission ,lith hours of bordom brokc·n .by sec"nds of 
o;ytrer::0 terror". From isobtod airstrips they would swnd by in C(lSe " 
r,:con p:ctrol dovolop"d comtct. At this four slick'l.nd two guns would 
scraJ-:1bJ.8. All ships would proceed to thG sight of cont'lct. Anli.rfirce 
:cAe would 'l.lready be on station to direct l(,ad ship in for tre 0xtr.:'lction, 
-.'bile the other slicks ",ould orbit. 

IJr: tlJ8 20th of April the 155 was engaged in P~50. A team was j.n 
cQnt'lct. Lt l'eaudreault 'lnd ,TO l.'hylle wer0; on the pick up ship. As they 
touch-3d down in the L~ thoy received intense ene!!'.y fir",. Just as they 
clcf!.rcd the tr,'E,s or take off thGy were hit by a P40 In thojr t~il. They 
cr'lshCld into the thicl~ canopy. After climbing free of the wreclmge a 
::-unring ro ttle with the NVA erupted. "i th gunship cover they IllIldc 0. 

c}e~ring. At the tine of the pickup they h~d been on the ground for 
~ver 30 minutes. 1/0 Johnson W1S piloting the rescue ·~ircr:'.ft. 

Around 1900 hours 1:0 Harlin Johnson with 1,0 Darek Richardson !lS his 
copilot ag'lin entered the area for an extraction of a rocon pa trolo As 
they were :3.bout t.o touch down in the P they received a 940 in too Cocpit. 
They werG both killod instantly. The crewchief and gunner survived. 
They were il~lIlledi9.tely T'icked up but due to intense aneny fire the bodies 
Wt.'r"r.'t recovored until·; ht<Jr date. This was a truly dark day for the 
155th. 

As June rolled around Naj Gerurd H. LuIsi relincuishcd cor1Jll~nd of 
th" 155th Avi::tion Con~:cny to H'lj Rowhnd G. Steele on the 11th. 



With the 155 in the lh,ngmrd, the 10th Avn Bn 'lirlift'Jd the· 23rd ARVN 
Division :lcross tho border. The 8th C.2V drove up from thf, scuth on ?n 
overl!lnd mr.rch. Contact ""IS opl)r::t tic however hrge cachesJf sUF·lie,s 
and Qrms were ccpturod. 

~!ith th" middle of June it w'ts~g~in i.nto C[ •. nbodi9.. The are~ this 
tine was 30 to 50 miles north of Duc Lap. ,'ith the 155 !lInin in tre 
V!lnguard of the 10th Avn En the VC2nd l'VL were caught with their p',nts 
down. Here e.s before, cont:lct was speratic however the r<l1·nrds were lc.rge. 
1.: "npons, frorl single shot to Ali 47's, fron B40's to 72mn recoiless rifles 
WCr!0 captured. 

These t~TO operations smashed Cll'lrli.: 's ch:mces of a subst'lnthl 
offensivo in ths Darloc Province. 

Tirle pnssed ~'ith the 1"5 accr.mplishinr thE. missions in its 100:11 AG. 
li'lPPY Valley SE of Pan He Thuot and VC Mountain to the S1' still posed 11 

threat to the; sc·curity of D!\rloc Province. 

The first signific'lnt comrot assault for August oocured on the 17th. 
The 155th nidcd by the 281st ~nd 243rd assnulted H'lppy VclJoy, the long 
tine strong hold of the lTiet-Cong and F'7A Forces. Tho "enther held Qnd 
by the end of thE.: d1lY, fourteen landing zones h:l.d been inserted ~ri th 
neguti\re dnm2ge to ~ny of thco avilltio:t's. 

During this time C~mp Coryell was rel'ltively free from mcrt:cr att".cks. 

The 3rd of September found the 155th involved in ~nother r.~jor com­
rot ass.~.ult. This time the hrgot W'lS "vc Hount'lin" 'lnd the surre·unding 
2rea. J. he weather phyed a factor 'lnd c:cusod a hto bke off. As the 
lift phtoon touched down in the 4th L2 they received int~nse semi­
lJ.utom:ctic fire. The gunships immedhtbly supNssed the fire but in the 
process!'. deor gunner took '1 round in the leg. He VI'lS irmnedia.tdy evncu­
sted to Fan Ee ~huot and then on to enm R'Onh Ihy, where ho reccvered. 

l'ith October caI!l(l '1 ~oject to redo ta:. floor of our pool. It hod 
baen closed for sevoral months due to ... ripC'ed liner. Vi th .'lohing hiCks 
and blistering h'\nds the officers and men of the 155 r.emc.nted the bottom 
of t P.8 pool. 

At present the comp'lny is w'liting to· receive the final word on its 
future. ,~t first it VIas to go to Tuy Hoa and then to D'l I''lng. No one 
knew for sure. lJow the w:lrd is rock home. Only time ~rill t8ll. 

The 155th Avintion Company h'\s spent a tobl of 5 1/2 years in the 
wild wost of Vi0trom. During these tinos thoy have e'lrned their n~me 
~7ith blood. All those who served did not return homt... These men did not 
dii> in vc.dn. 



1 LT Ihrold A. Preis,Jndd':;r 
F01 Joseph S. EuylGr 
SP5 ',illi~m J. J0h!'-s0n 
PPC Mich:tel E. Davis 

F01 Eugene 1'. Caswell 
1101 Mi~hqGl N. Coryell 
PFC Rich~rd E. DQbney 
v'01 R(lYJ:l'lnd 1. Ford 
PFC Gregory L. ~'!iller 
1'01 Fhillips C. SI:lith 
PFC Janes 1'!alker 
1'01 l:'ilncr J. ldJlingh;l.D 
SP4 John l!. "food 

SST Keith D. Griffin 
l. i01 Tfjrr'lnCB Nelssn 
SP5 J(lECS G. P,1.tterson 

F01 1iilJ is V. Smith 
1LT Dennis E. P~intor 
SP5 JunGS Hiculus 
SP4 Frank L. FrGGdle 
\,101 Paul ~!. LD.rson 
"01 Herbert K'1.yashida 
SP4 John R. Bro"ks 
SP4 Oran B. McG:trdol 
1 LT Fred O. Pm tt 
1-01 "'illi[1);1 P. liarw:'od 
H01 Redlich S. Koppel 
SP4 James D. Budahazy 
SP5 ";111i= Eister 
SP4 Edward 11ilan 
SP4 Jal!!es Swann 
SSG Robert Pinkston 

F01 Romld HcGnry 
SP4 Richard See 
l.f01 Terry L. Crawford 
SP5 Ar!:L'1.ndo Ramirez 
PFC Santhgo Qtrtnitam 
SP5 Rj.c:h R. Nedaris 
BP5 John A. Payne 
SP4 Rich'1.rd G. Enuer' 

--_ .. _--.'--._--------

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

::>1 Oct 65 
21 Oct 65 
21 Oct 65 
?1 Oct 65 

27 Nay 66 
30 ~10V 66 
27 JAay 66 
29 Har 66 
20 Dec 66 
29 M'Ir 66 
30 Kov 66 
30 Nov 66 
30 Nov 66 

16 Ear 67 
23 May 67 
16 Har 67 

19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
26 Aug 68 
8 Sep 68 

8 Sep 68 
24 Jan 68 
6 Feb 68 
4 lI:ar 68 
4 Mar 68 

13 Mar 68 

3 J-ln 69 
8 Jan €f1 

27 Feb 69 
23 May 69 
23 J.'J),y 69 

5 Nov 69 
5 Nov 69 
5 Nov 69 

-----------_._._-----



F01 Mo.rlin Johnson 
F 01 D:lrek Ric m.rds ,)11 

11T Jacob L. Kinser 
SP4 t;'j.r.1. Go/Jree 
i,;01 David K. Erenstoft 
SP5 ~'illi'.\lJl R. Rogne 
V 01 P:l ul E. Dolik 
SP5 David N:::.chtig'lll 
SP4 Celvin Scrian 

1970 

20 Apr 70 
20 Apr 70 

8 Mar 70 
8 l·b.r 70 
8 ~~D.r 7C 
8 Ear 70 

23 Feb 70 
::'3 Feb 70 
23 Feb 70 




