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Serving in direct support of the Fr 38 ~'/orld Forces a.h~\ t~J P~my of 

the Republic of Vi8tna'll, th3 15:-th Aviation COrilpany is silr.ilar to the 

mp..ny other aviation units of tha su.::no siz~ .:!!lcl structure:. Fornad 

originally as Co A, 1st Aviation Bat·':;J.lion, 1st Infillltry Division at 

Fort Ril8Y, Kansas, the unit arrived c.t Vung Tau, Vietn2J:l on 1 fuy 19650 

H07ing directly to Ban Jofo Thuo-t, with an aircr:lft compleril-:mt of 24 

UH-1D ' s tha advance party was welcomGd by LTC i;,)lbert Townsend, FO=Gr 

Com.'l2nd~r of tho 52nd AviJ.tion B8.ttalion. After much pr-3paratio!1 Qnd 

Toiflny tr.:-.. ining hours through which th3 !n8n of Co A b3CClTl1'.3 profici3nt 

in the n.:Jl{ and dcm<!nding t8chniqu'3s of flyinrr in a combc.t zor.:l, th,; 

comp:lny was daclCU-8d op.)r.ltionnJ. on 1 June 1965. On 20 N0V3mb·3r 19::-5 

Comp::ny A W:lS Ndosign:cted ;13 tho,) 155th Avi:ltion Comp,~ny CUl' Mocil,:, LiGht). 

From th8 first, tho 155th I S airlift pl,:.toons \JerG knm>Tn r.:s "Sk.ge 

CO.-:lch" vhil3 the ;irmed Pb.tooe was c"-llcd the} "F"lcons". Flyir.g from 

3:1igon in tho south to DCLk Peh in th .. ' north, from thG co:!.stal pb.i!1s, 

to th.J C3.t'nbodinn border, th0 st<lg2co..J.ch-Falcon 'to.lI!1 hG.s spr..J:!.d th3ir 

r3putation for ,:~ccompli3hing th0ir mis .. ~·iion ~lhilo m:lint:linin6 the tiGhC'st 

of safety st,::ndc:rds and aix'craft ,'?-v=.ilo'lt.ili ty throll.ghout Vi;tiC·)JJl • 

.. ----------.--------~---
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P.2:RIOiJ 1 hnu!lry - 31 D8cembor 1966 

The bagil:n'cne of J.·mu,ry 1966 found tha 155th m":gflged in opJrctioDs 

in the Se.igon ar":l. They took pJ.rt In ~ COl!ib'lt 2ss9.ul t folloHad by 

suppl:~.ri::.g 'aight :?irlift helicopters ~nd four 1rr!1ad a.scorts, to South 

Viatn!lIll Premiar, Nguyen Co.o Ky and his pcrty. It wa.s them north to 

Phu Cat for operation H:lsher lit/hi te f,1ing. These ni .;niO!1S wer~ tipic2.1 

of these pUlled by the young Comp.lny. Ona .aisfo rtw1e mc.rrcod th" fi:.d 

combat record. 1\,0 member3 of th" gun platoon dep".rtcd their .;.ircr:lft 

;:.[tor .lending ne,or Bu Prang on 29 furch 1965 :lnd accid,mtly wt.l,der6d 

iDtO an old French mil~Gfi-Jld. Warrant Officer fuymon L. Ford .:'.r:d 

i;arr-.r:t Officer Philip C. Smith becC\lllJ c~.SU:\lti3s when thoy deto;ct'.tGd 

:ll1ti-personnel mines. 

Initili d, ... ys of April weN spent in nor,,,,,l nissioD fli·:.hts c.round 

t:1·3 vcrious supported sectors, but l'"tor missio:1s took the cotl:;',r<i 

f.J.rth.Jr rr ;:;.y from homB b2.S3. ThQ 1 st ~\ir C":v~lrJ" Di·.,ision i :i ti."l.t8d 

elusive .. ::mcmy in tha h:: Zc.rdou3 Chu Pong mount.'lin r,~ngo. 

Tr,c,gdy struck thd co:np':ny on 27 Nay 66 during c. troop lift s'c't:t;, 

of Pldku. \'iO Eug<JnG H. Cos')W311 1.[;18 kill"d I.[h,m his ·.!.rcr·~ft L:H"d 

to cla~r tul tr ,j";S in I'!. tc.k;~ off from ,'1 confi!'!od ::'.r0~ :~nd cr2.sh~d. 

Cr.}wchicf PFC Rob3rt C. Luco mod gul"";'Gr, l'FC Rich,rd ,;: Dcbn",y Jr., ;J3r-J 

80v0rly burnQd. p?C Do.brh3y subsoqu,Jntly di3d or.. 3 JU113 1.olhill3 c·:nrout2 

to o.n .irmy hos :it'll in S·:'.n Antonio, -r0xas. 

------~-- .... '--.-----'-
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from thd 10c:.1 D!'.rl.".c PrOVi~C3 g.:-,.th8ri:~g to c...:l·JGr:::.t3 th..} Ddcl :..r-:.tic71 of 

ProvinC0 Fi:::J.ncc chi,,}f 'i'ri ,r..3SentJd gifts to th.o cO!T'.mc.nd in ;';8h~lf of his 

peopl~ for th~ continuing G.u. Gffort in o)posing Vi.:3t Cong ~ggrG-::;.5ion in 
their area. 

SUCG.3ssful 155 j.nrticip.1tion in thu clGs') gro:.tnd comte,t of t:C3 23rd 

honors to thro,) m",n of thG comlxuw 0n 1 ;,ugust. Hajor Pc.rl~s r.ocoiv.od 

tho Vi.Jtnc.I:10SB Go.ll:lnt:::'y Cross with th0 silv,Jr 3-:'.1.r~ Cc.ptc.in Frost 

support 'fhich rcsult..ld in killing forty (40) Viet Cong. 

Events provod to b0 pl·a.o.82.nt on Th . .,nksgiving ,nd Christm-ls for the 

man of the 155th. Both d:ws 1·/OrG 1101id:tys for th0 troops .,nd both \!~ro 

3nj oyad fittingly. On 24 NQvambGr the compound swinr;ing pool 'ns oL icj,o.11." 

Com..i:·t,J.nd~r, LTC Foy Rict!, il1 l1 ribt,'on cutti.ng cJr..;!;1c!:s. On: 4 DJc.3!!lbcr 

thJ CrossbQ1..f In:1 NO;} club which contributed to th3 r"crc:ttio::.:;l 

Qf the. nvL,tic:-l ccmp,)'k"ld ·'!t Ec.n 1/;8 Thuot. 

On 30 October, :t Util D cQ:nr;)'lnded by .:J 

by WLJ ~";iL":lor J. i:lil2.ingh.:.m 1{r.t3 shot down whil-'~ 0:.1. n r0suppl~r r:1is::5:'c~: for 

·::n c13m.;nt of thJ 25t:\ InfC!ntry no~r Plci IrJdr.;ng. Cmshing k ti1;:> 

grou."1d in flames, thol G WGre no surviors. C.:.mp CorY·Jll the homo of th-a 

.-._._-_ .. _-------
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1 J,~n - 31 Dee 67 

The 3rd of JanuG.I"J brought G. new seane to the 15Ych. The conp·2J:Y 

a.:nd acimil'!istr'.;ttion to a fiold heJ.dqu .. ">.rt3rs .J.t Co..m.p Hollowo.y Airfield in 

Plaiku. 

From Pleiku, elements of th8 155th d term, ted i:1 Kontu.7!l workii'E! "Ii t~ 

sp~cial forces. 

The comp'lnY moved b"ck to Bo.J: Me Thuot on the 23rd of Febru2.r.t onl;>, 

t; be rGcallad to Plcliku. Thes8 moves ware typicn.l missions for tha 155. 

It \-F1S B.lways on the move. 

On 16 1'Ic.rch whi13 p.::.rticip:1ting in G. comb.J.t ::,.ssa~~lt wast of Pl,Jiku, 

a flight alement of thG 155th CC.lI!0 under intanse enamy fire. Two uircX'~.ft 

uer8 s'Jriously danu.l.g0Q by hostile rounds ;:ond one oth,Jr W'lS shot down 
G\2.;Hbj\! ~ r~trf~C\"'}O..--J 

:.:nd burned upon impc.ct. Ti:e Comp:~ny suffGrod. two KIA C4nd t 1tlO HI-A. duri:".g 

thG fierce eng~gJm·.j.:,1t with th') anomy. fir sa.w tha srdp going down \.lith 

fl:'..!nas tillowing from th" 2ngina COl:!p'lrt!:knt. Them it "it t11a trees (',Ed 

fGll tr.LCough the C~W7l0py. Wa noticed 3. smdll eleJ.ring "tout 200 met0rs 

from the crc.sh .1nd SGt our ship down in i t. Th~ cr"Mchi;;f ~md I ju.':lpdd 

fro," our ship, 1103 with his M-60 machine ~.nd I ",ith my M-16" This was 

the w::..y 1LT ?.ic!:l2rd Sp'}rling describ",d th" 2.ction nfter thd 155t:1 HU3Y 

cr ~shad ::tft~r bo ing hit by ground fire during op"r'~ tion S~J'l HOUS-(;Cl: on 

thnt :ventful dllY. 1T "porling :md SP5 Hich."101 Eo.ucon: ur.nasiktb:;ly 

wan'S to thdi:~ reseu.] l'Ji th compl.JtG disreg:lrd for tho <:moiay rnort:;.rs th::>.. t 

w~r0 trying dasp~rJ.t01J~ to dostroy thG d(n.ffi0d crew . 

. _. __ . __ •... _--_._----
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On the) 27 August, 6 lift l1'31icopt.3rs '1nd 4 gun ships extr::cLd 180 

CI:UG Spoci:J.l Forces Troops from Due L":p in D":"i" L:'~c Provinc0. !ls t~~D 

tr,'lnsport fli~'ht lift0d out of t:1J Due L'p br;clLg zpna 0E th." first 

lift, hostild firo was rGcoiv,Jd. Two of t~!.'J C0:":!p:.ny o.ircr::.ft \fUr0 hit 

and enu r>3turn3d iInn10di."1..t.)ly t·:; th3 airfiolc.. Th,~ othDl" o.ircr::.ft, 

cOm1TI;'J.ndod by Warr2..nt Officer Stovo Ow3ns, H:lS forcJd dOl·a: into t. clo.:~ring 

in thG jungl'3 1,-Than it lost oil prJssure. Thu _!lirCr2ft \r.s rJc,:;iving fire 

. ' .' whan it t:.:mched down in thd clG~rin-z from 2.n enemy forco in the tro3 line • .. 
i~O OW.::ns into the clcD..rine 2nd th..3ir p_1ssangers s0curaG. tho :::.ro·:, wi thin 

tun l.linutos~ T:-ro hc:urs l:-:.ter tho d~:!god "1ircr'lft WJ.S rGffiCV3C; s,ut 

.. ::nd rCL1rdn0d on the t'lrget which b.:.d b3en inndv2rtGntly offored hiJ:1o 

~IO Owcms s:lid of the action, "It \fas clGSG, tut n0w mc.ny tilLS cc.r: you 

get sh')t dotm ,lnd h~VG your own lin.) comp:..ny follr:u you in? H.) v!or>3 

r0C3i ving hG:!"v7! fira on the gr;.--und. H2.d it not bJ~n for th..) quick 

re·:'..cticn of th')su eIDG my C!'0W ,"culd not be .":.liv0 tcd'J.y" 

On the 6th cf Nov31no'sr ~l s0cond ch "..i~g(j of cCJ.1!:1-:'.nd Wt.S hdld. fur 

th0 155th. Th", guidon wo.s pClssod fror.l ll:jor Ch:lrlie P. FlcPlins to Fc.j or 

Billy R. Goodall. 

Th", year closed with GlclL1010ts of the unit in PLliku. T110 155 Avio.tior, 

Comp,my (.tU,u.) W1S the epitotu of b.ir ~:~.:.bilit:r .J.t \oJ\)rk. T:~e y~:':.r h':'.cl SBen 

thl3fJ working in HU-d Phu B2i o.r0~ in tnu n:Jrth. ThGir cell sig:;$ h,".d b~2r_ 

of Vi8tn~. . J c.f(~E;1-S w;T ~4rk7E:'?)o~ ~~'. t-PI \ \'t:.f..R-\"ltJ~ ~"<t',r\fl\ ,:)~\...%> 
B!\ ~:, jVl:1\'11a,c1 \\ \W1\'/~k l\c01~,J\ r e.~l\ L(\,\-\D 

---------- ------



J.c.N _ DEC 1968 

The new yJ.J.r start0d off \ori th ::~ hJ.ng for C :.mp CQrYJll .:nd t:~..! :W!1 

of tb", 155 A-;i.ltbn Comp.'.n/. ;.t 0245 0,. th" 4tt of Jlilu',r;f 1968, C.:-:;p 

CorY011 H:~3 tradur ,::'.. t tack frc~:1 82nnl 11.0rt1.rS, end £40 r:Jck3ts. FcrtuE''''.te1y 

h81icoptGrs.:cnci d''.11',gJd t8n others. Addi tiGl1.'.lly t'.'o tr::nsi2r:t Dus~e:f 

shipa incur.:;d d::.:i!lo.gG. Thi'3.s..;t b{tck t.f:'.3 c:cly t0mp:)rJ.ry ,:.'..nc tl';.:J 1;5th 

)".\S fully op.:,r:!ticn".l "itilin 24 hours • 

...• : 
I' .~ .' 

..:U'tor 2. 26 round. mcrt,~.r ntt.:.ck '>n th3 17th J:~nu:.ry, in Hhch fi":I-";: 
, '. 

t,po'Q. :chis c.ccur.)\.l on t~10 30th of Janu::.ry" ThJ jnt01'}siv2 ,~.tt~ck O~! 

B,m He Thuot :md thl Qdj~,cont 2irfield bogln ::t. 0150 hews. At ,bs 

til]") both flr.:.re .:IN Gunships ware ordered ni!'~0rn,J in sU.:.~lJort !If v:.il"ous 

c:1Gck points ~".:l outposts undor "tbck. ,It )200 hour" the; 15t!1 >'~nt to 

100% ;'l10rt, ",nd ,.t 0250 lKurs ·~.ppr<)):in.:t,'J..i' 20 rOlL'1.1s of tortil" t:cr-c::r 

No Thuot. ~l lS5t .. .Il rCCQVdry "':,ircr·~ft 2.11_'r.p' ·.".;th Du :;+/-1'f .. 
~..r.. vV W01:'(~ c..lsP_:tcl;',JG 

to tb..: SC·J1l0, '.l1" SjvQr,l s:lips ,:tlroc'.cly :n thJ ::ir \-Ior.c di v<Jrt,)Q to 

._--_. __ ._._----_ .. _-
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The downod gunship CNW "2S finc:lly (lxtrc.ctaJ Ilt 0930 i:1 tha. mcrning. 

Intenso hostil<3 ':.ctivity pr0cludGc: ',ny ,'lttGmpt tc roc:)vor tho c,ircr-.ft, 

.mel nGc3ssi t.:--.taG. its d..3structi-::n 1 :.tar in th.:: 5::o..y" ~lhilG retur:1i~~~' fron 

tho cr:lsh scone th" 165th RJcov8r"'J,ircr:c.ft w,:s cr.;,]i te'.c Hi th 15 KL I s 

w11dn its door gunners eng.:lgGc; G. VC force c::ught in the op0n . 

..3U<3r::ly c.nti-1.ircr_-:ft fire. Th.:.1 "'lircr'::~ft completed its fire niS3i .n ::r.el 

:W Toaford roceived ft',cL~l wounds whan his UH1H :tircr::.ft W'1.S hit DJ 

Fron 2300 hours 30 hnu'Cry to 0400 h:ours on th" 31, tt.) F::lc,ms 

g,1Ve continue,l suppcrt. During this tim" thcsa two UHIC I s sucst,inClG 

32 hits from hcsti:7'.l firc. Th~y ',..lora crec;ited l,lith si1011cing- t~IO -anaEY 

m:'.cl:inl.:l e-uns. 

On th() 4th of lInrch, C':mp Cory()ll teok c. tot:!l of 86 rOUl1ds. Th;;SG 

wore folloWGG by .:2 NVA satchel ch:::.r2u tcw..!.'l infiltr.:2til:.g thr'Jugh the 

R&U ycxd, killing :J. Kcr-3r~.n P..:;.&E Gtiployee. ThiJY \o!(3r0 r..:;;pelle·":' by tho 

r0:lctil'n furca buf:)rtl thoy CQuld .:cccur.lplish th':;ir missicn. 

Wi th all this, tho StClgcco:lch-F-:lcon to= bc'unceG b;:.ck. T!l3Y fl;;w 

:'.Lraost d2ily conb" t .:csseul ts. 

Perh-,ps th3 worst tr2gedy in thJ hist0ry of th() c:JlT!p:'.ny occur3_ on 

19 /,pril ,.;hen t,~o UHIH h0licoptors collided in Bic.-:::ir whil") flyir.C; 

fQrmC!.ticm during :. conb:~t Q.s3~1.ult. ;'~l pdrSCnJ18l .:'.bo::'.rl~. beth 3.ircr-...ft 

T,./Gra killed. ..wen:.£; the de::.cl wero 18 Vi0t11~..I"ileSJ cili t.u-y passengors . 

. __ .. _---_._._----
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ThG r.lonths of :.pril cme H-:y s '.W CV:1P Cory01l un:sr spc::r.".tic Tlcrt.~ 

c.tt;~:!.Cks. ) .. ircrc~fts were 1:~Gstrcyec~ ,~nd p,JrsonniJl injure~~ hCHcv.=r the 

Comp-:n:v ffi.'!rch8c. on. 

On the 1st of Jun8 th" l55th r0c0i Vd~ ., 'f:.em wolcome> frc'rJ th0 lOth 

Combt :,vi,tion Bc.ttQlicn. This ch''.ng.} of B:'.tt,lio" h".<2 littlJ . .)ffect 

on the c:)m~u ... ~tr/ .:.nd they ccntinudr: mis.sj.cns .28 befare. Th0r3 prcsar:ts \0/.:\8 

.2~s th3 ye.':r bafore, Camp Coryall WelS .00g~in subject to c:)!:.st"'.nt 

C'..mp Coryall C:?.T.1:J unCl0r o.tt"'.ck 28 ti.WGs. During tho qu".rter 1 J:_1"lt: ~.!J'" to 

31 H.?rch 69 tharu \.,or.3 12 en3my ~tt~lcks :1ir~ct,::.:. c.t C::-. .mp CorY,Jl.1., c; 

40% qu~rtdrly incra.,se. 

On th0 3rd of J:!nu'"!.ry :!. 3to.ffGCO.2Ch :"'.ircr.::.ft cr .... ~sn.)d int:..: :l ~(.\t!r:t".in 
-.)0\ \ )71'&UtJ\ fL,'1. 

tCtvlGd:'l B,].n Ne ThuI")t .~ncl D~,.l,'1.t, -:lftar tI0ing IFR in 1·,)1,1 clouds. T~.) 

pilot di..3d ill th0 crJ.sh 3.1::,_ th0 ,'J.ircr·'l.ft cOiilJ,y:nd3r, crawcfd;}f r.~'1tl eunn~r 

wero sGri.:lUsly injured. 
> 'S\(,fe.. 

R0nC\;.'1ti::::.n :)f thcl cc.:npound \-12S ::.lso in thu works. Tha rGfll:ali!~g' 

!1rc:2., south of th0 2ctive ~J1.S c3.using :1 pr~blen with dust. This ""-.s 

solved f..li th pe::'1I3prim. ThJ pcrim,.)tiJr \.1:':'.8 :1.1SO becfc .... : up 1-li th s,Jlid l:u:li<.)r 

censtruction. This timG ·:llse SD.W th0 155th 0ng2.g,J~~ in Gxtro. flig2'!t 

trc.ining. Th0r3 H;tS .~n initi:!tion of night flights to i!1Cr0.'s~ .)~.ch 

indivi~u·.11s f night proficivncy :J.nc provic.o incr..)~s.:;d 0va!'."l.11 wissic)!j, 

re"'.dinoss c:-~p::lbili ty. 

._----------.. --.------



time the 155th 1,:::S 

.,.,.JS 
"c",,'c pAl" 

B50, This w·~.s 

Theso 
cper'}tion inclu2eJ 4 slicks and four guns. Thd Qirforce at first suppli0c 
the c..rm0c1 ht31iccptGr supp;.:,rt but dUG to he~V'.f losses, the hnrc. fi~21ting 

F~lco:lS to·.~k on tha tD.sk. Th0 job consi3tod of insartine Ilnd o;-:trc:cting 

face of intense enemy fire. 

During tho night, tho fle.N si1ips ',lith th8ir gun COV8r woro c~10d 

Because of intense night flying, flare pots were installed to light the runway at night. Fhile the lighted runway lifted their spirit~,they also felt depressed ,lith tho constructi'ln of a gas cham1:::er. This "as used to keep all personnel current and also served as a testing area for the newly iSSUGd gas masks. 

The company swi~ing pool, inactive for the past year, was relined, filled and the adjacent areB. repaired. It WQS officially reoPGn~d the last week in may, "i th 155 C=ndGr Ma.j or Bobby 1. Moore, 1:::eing th3 first to take the plunge. To his rcr.ret, he forgot to get his clothes off in 
time. 

On 25 June 1<;'69, Ha.ior Bobby L l;oore relinquished comrne.nd of the 155th Aviation Company to ~roi. Dean 11. Owen forMerly assigned to IFFV. The cmnge of cormnnd CEremony ,IRS h81d at Camp Coryell and was att.endE'd by dignitaries of the 23rd ARVr fivision, Darlac Sector, Detachment B-23 (5th Special Forces Group), Col. lialson Valone, Co'"manding r.fficGr of 17th Avi.~tion <roup, ('.nd LTC Davie I. Stanley, 10th Avia'oion Battalion CO!Il:n'lnder. 



Maj or Noore was presented the tron7,o Star for service and the Vietnamese 
Cr os s of Ga llantry • 

In late August ,,,nd (larly Septcoml:iJr of 1"'68 the 155 ilUPi'Ortod :l.re% 
of Bu Frang !l.nd Duc Lap H:Jr<") t~rgc:b of a lonf;, h:ud-hi tting offemive 
by the enemy. Duc ViP in p',rticlliar \.1,18 the> 10c,11 point of enemy :lctivity. 
All sources of information up to June of 1969 indice. ted that th· enemy 
was plallI'.ing a 1969 off('nsive :limed once ag'lin .'It Duc I[<.p. 

The end of the summer momoon and tho 1::eginning of th", winter brought 
about a gre'lt incrE.'ase in ('nemy activity in large parts of the 155's area 
of operation. Although the rainy Heather precluded .'It'y Inrge scc.le enemy 
activity during July and August, towards the end of Septem1::er the lessen­
ing rainf.11} afforded the enemy graa ter ease of mobility, as Has inc!i­
cntad by large troop buildups in the border ,~reas Hest and southHest of 
Duc J np. 

During those tJmes the comp:>ny Has eng1ged in sniffer for G-2 of the 
?Jrd ARVl[ Division. An increase of B-50 activitie!3 helped accourt for 
the r.Jajority of mi!3siom during this period. Day after day the F21cons 
wc;re roturning vi,th ever increasing KBA's credited to their lY:rd :,Hting 
tl1ctics. 

The qil'}stion of the inknti ons of the enemy .,Tere aJ"sHerGd on ?? 
Octorer .,Then it 1::ecame cl,:,',~,r that the enemy l,IUS on the move. Virge DUO 
units moved across from Cambodia into positions south of Pu Pr"ng ''lr.d 
south of Duc lap. Iarge units \rere still mrlssing along the C,'lmbodi·sr. 
border posing" substantbl nrtillery "nd stondoff attr.ck thre'lt to the 
outposts of Pu Prang ar.d Duc lap. 

On 25 Octob,r the" enemy bcgnn his offceOsive. 

Over night with the help of tho 155, 5/22 Artill ry set up fire Co,ses 
strung from ;)2St of Duc L'lp to Fest of Bu Prnng. "B" Troop of the 7/,7 
C.o.v·'llry ,ras assigned the mis s ion of conducting "Hunter-Killer Ii opom ti or.s 
in tb~" Eu Prang-Gia I\Tghin A.r::.:L. 

As the offense took rlbnpc, fire support !:nSG Helen .,,,,s the first to 
tend under th.; onslaught of a multilxltt'llion size unH. It fell or the 
:>9 of October with the remaining personnel bGing e:xtrGcterl by the 155 
under honvy Gnemy fire. 

As the on8lnY ~,ppJ.iGd pressure, fire support h'se Annie ·~nd Y2te vere 
reeJocated to Duc lap. The onemy h~d 50 c:1Jibcr and J7mm Anti'lircraft 
position .'lround ""ch fire; b'ls8. As aircr,'lft TInds their 'lpprco.ches to 
those b'lses they would sustain numerous hits. The aircraft kf'pt rGhrrn­
ing 'J.g.':l.in and again for mcdic~l (:v'J.c··~[l.tion 2nd fimllr ~"or th0 c:ztr?'.c­
tion. 

!"if,:,tin" Hont or.. Heroic deeds 1::ecame p-c!'t of the overy d·'lY mis5ioD 
as th:J 155 ~2rncd ito n'1.mc undor in'~ense enemy fir9. 

---------_ ... _-------
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One of the most signific·.,nt nctior.s took pbce on 17 November ;.Ihen 
the Falcons gunships expnnd.:·d five times or. eremy loc~' tions ne'lr Bu 
Prang. As a result of "::tlcon gunships and T1!c Air SUPl'ort, 7? e!'.er.lY 
"ere killed. More th.'l.n n'1lf of \Jhich \Jore credited to the F'llCllll13. 

The .activity on tho Volc'1no south of Duc lap h'ld no\! rG.'lched the 
point that the StageCo'J.ch slicks performing rosup:'ly to th·~ troops ot! 
the rim would alMlys receive groU!'d fire. L'1unching out of L~ ELl{e 8mi th 
these resupply hclicoptcTs h-'1d to "Iter th·ir routes '1nd hnding p~tt",rns 
every time they r:m a mission. There wre corSirmed .50 c·'J.lib2r positions 
around tnree sides of tho Volc.'1no "lith SID'lll 'U'ms !lnd troop conC8t!tro.­
tions on ths fourth side. 

In addition there "las only one sm'lll spot on the rim sui-k'lhle for 
l1nding !lnd this pnd "las constantly wr'lcked lrith direct morbr, rocket, 
and artilbry. An aircraft bnding on thg volc'lno had to l::e fast. If 
cargo couldn't be kicked off or the vounded 10'1dcd within 27 to 28 seconds 
they would hwo to wait for the next lift, because 29 to 30 secor.ds ?fter 
touchdown, .'1 mortar rQund ;.Iould strike the pad. This rGsupply :md tlGde­
v?c mis~ion put the crevs undf,r gre!1t strain. G0ing into the volc.?t!o res 
ill?ny as four, fiv8, or six times in 01'.8 day put the cre,'S und')r so lUUch 
pressure th9.t the TJS groUl1d c0l1'lllol'der insisted tbBt the or0vs be cbr.g"d 
dnily so '0\5 not to overtaJ<' th" same peoplE: d·'lY after day. 

en ?7 l'Jovemb'Jr, a gunship cove-ring '1 volmno resupply w",-s shot dovn. 
They crnsh landed in enemy terri tory 'lnc1 wre s~.fcly Gytrllcted bJ ., nother 
gunship. 

It must be rbmember"d th:\t the b'lt.tle of Bu Prnng-DucInp "rs ~. full 
scnla effort by thG enemy. Although not roentjoD(,d in this history the 
0vents and circumstances surrounding ".11 opc,rations 28 Octoter - 28 
December required avfutors '·.nct crow to dnily risk th.3ir liVE;s in :m 
effort to provide support to the oos0ieui fir,b'lsC c.nd outposts • 
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1970 
"J:2n - Dec 

The ye~r opened r&bvtivdy quIet ,·,ith the 155 t:lking a lop-€, needed 
rcc,st from th" tonsion of hoal!Y. coml:nt. On the 6th of J0 nucry, !i.'v 0045 
hours, C:2mp Coryell rcceind fivG rounds of 821:'.£1 mortlr. There was 
minor dl!'v'!ge to UH-1 H. 

The rest of tr£ month w~s free from mortar attack. 

This month c..lso s·:>w a r'lpid chlnge in the tactical sitmti·)n. It ,~s 
now off to Plieku in support of the 4th Infantry Division. The "v~r:: .. ge 
cotnnitment r~_ngGd from four to twelve UH-1H and two to four UH-1C. ihis 
-Qri,):l h':d felt the on slut of the: "St:lge Cooch-l'''lcon'' tE:'lm only one Y":J.r 
earlier. 

l'ith Fcbru:lry, the 155 resUlilod its dutks in the sUPFort of P-50. 
This Dission ,/.:s orie of low hours but by no Deans e·~sy. As one pilot 
onc", said, "P-50 is a mission "ith hours of bordom brokc·n ,by seconds of 
extrenG terror". From isohtod 2irstrips they would st:lnd bJ in c/lse 'l. 

r(,con pntrol developed comtct. At this four slick :1nd two guns would 
scrnmblo. All ships would proceed to the sight of cont2ct. An li.rfirce 
FAG would already be on station to direct lE;e.d ship in for tm extr.",cHon, 
''!bile the other slicks would orbit. M6D",-.>"-''t4'/,4 

On tIle 20th of April the 155 was eng.'lged in P~50_ A team was Ir: 
cont2ct. Lt. fuiludreault 2nd 110 l.'hylle Here, on the pick up ship. _~s they 
touched down in the 1.7, they received intense ener:y fire. Just QS they 
clo,"rod the tr"'GS on take off thGy werG hit by n 1340 in their t:lil. They 
cr'olshed into 'Ghe thicJ.: canopy. After climbing free of the Hreck'lFcG a 
runX'ing ffittle "ith tho; NlTA Grupted. l'ith gunship covc'r they rode 0. 

c]eo.ring. At the tiDe of tho pickup they n'td been on the ground fer 
over 30 minutos. ,'0 Johnson ~rilS piloting thG rescue ·~.ircr.e.ft. <t' 
O\:\J,-",0', L",,,,, -; iO-Y'-I,J\, ~hb 9,v"'" 6 (\-(u,-ICi'. -;)~~L. \",,0";,tA- ~I ~(J0 

ArolU1d 1900 hours 1'0 ~~wlin Johnson with 1,:0 Darek Rich:lrdson 'lS his 
copilot ag'lin ent(TGd the arca for an Gxtractj on of a recon ]:'1 tr21. As 
th8y Her," .'l.bout t.o touch down in the i e they roceived n B40 in th') Cocpit. 
They ver8 both killed instantly. The cr,wchief and gunn"r survi v8d. 
Th(oy were ir:nnudi'lkly T'ickod up but duo to intense anemy fire ttB bodies 
w,rop.'t rccovored until", l'lkr do.tG. This was" truly do.rk oay for thG 
155th. 

As June rolled o.round n-'j Gerard H_ Lujsi rolir:cuish':d 
the; 155th Avi~ tion Con,,::ny to Enj RO\J12r:d G. Stoele on the 

... _--_._ •. _--_._---- ---------_._-------
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~th the 155 in the V.~nglnrd, the 10t.h Avn Bn ~irJ.ift.sd thc' 23rd ARVN Divis~on across tho'bordor. ry:ho 8th Cav drovG up frof.) th" south on ?n overland J!k'lrch. Contact W.lS Bp<lr:t tic however le.rge caches of supvlies and arms were capturod. 

1!1ith the middle of June it w(>s :lgC\in into C~nbodi~. The are'). this tine was 30 to 50 uiles north of Duc Lap. ';'ith the 155 ag:lin in tie Vanguard of the 10th Avn En tho VC and ~iVA were cauGht with their p'.nts d own. Here as before, C01,tC:Ct was spera tic however the rawcrds were l~rge. j':Gapons, from single shot to All 47's, ~, n,;Oltl to 72rJrI recoiless rifles worG captured. \(D<.J4i\<?9-<J'?rdl~a~"<LCc':S -t4 R.. V C.'T~t.X\'~ 
I These hTo operations smD.shed Ch'l!?1i~' s ch!',nces of " subst'lnthl offensivo in the Darloc Province. ""f" -- . / !W~qtfi-W1~Or' 

Time passed ".ith the 1 '5 accr'mplis hinr: the miss ions in its loc:.l AG. R'lPFY Valley SE of tUn HE; Thuot and lIC Mount'\in to the Sl· still posed "­throat to thG SGcurity of Dnrloc Provinc". 

~v":l The first signific~nt conmt o.sS'lult for August occurad on the 17th. l"r16 The 155th ... tided by the ?81 stD.nd 243rdl\?Js~ul t.ed H:lpPY V~ 1) oy, t.he J ong tine strong hold of tho Viet.-Cong and ~"'A Forc8s. Th0 Heather hold ~l"d by the ond of the d'lY, fourteon lnnding zones h~d been insertGd vit.h negatiVe dam2ge to~ny of the avia tiors. 

During this time C1m Coryell ,las rel'lt.ively free frorl rlcrbr atted:s. 

The 3rd of Sepwl'lber found the 155th involved in '1nother cJ',j0r C01:1-b'lt ass.:J,ul t. This tine the t:l.rgct "ns "vc Hountain" Clnd the surr'~Ul"ding " :J.rea. he weather phyed a fact.or ~.nd caused '1 hto t~ke off. As the lift phtoen touch~:)d dOHn in the 4th L~ they rGceived int.snse semi­Qut.omltic fire.fft¥J1e gunships im."lodhttily suprc;ssed the fire but in the process e. dear gunner t.ook 'l round in the leg. Ho ,!~S im.ed±atsly eVGCU­ated to fun Ee Thuot and thon on to Co.m R".l".h !b.y, where he, recGvered. 

t'ith October carlO ,:1, project to r"do tffi floor of our pDol. It had been closed for SeVoro.l m·:mths due to .'1 ripC'ed liner. Vi th .'lehing hIcks and blistaring hc,n:ls the officers and men of th" 155 "eT1(,ntec the bott,m of the pool. 

At present t.he: co)wpany is w~iting to receive the fim.l wor0 on its future. At first it WElS to go t.o Tuy Ho,'! a,d then tc D'! I.'e.ng. Nc cne knew for .sure. Now tho w:)rd is mck hOnG. Only tires vill tell. 

Th", 155th Avi~ tion Compnny h'ls spent a tobl of 5 1/2 ye'lrs in the wild wnst. of Vietm.m. During those ti;;JGS they h,we <?1rrEc their ncr:e ,lith blood. All those who servGd did not rGturn hom",. These nen did not c.i8 in v'lin. 

--------"------------,-------.-.------------~-----------
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1 LT F.arold A. PreisClnd.)f(,r 
\,'01 Joseph S. Euybr 
SP5 Hillh.m J. Johns0n 
PFC ~ael:nel E. Davis 

10'01 Eugene 1'. Caswell 
1.,'01 Mi~h'lel N. Coryell 
PFC Rierrord E. Da bney 
],;01 R'lYI:lCJnd 1. Ford 
PFC Grogory 1. Hiller 
\'01 Fhillips C •. Smi th 
PFC James Falker 
f.~01 l/ilEl<,r J. FiUinghm 
SP4 John J!. ,rood 

SC'T Keith D. Griffin 
\,i01 Terrunce Nels0n 
SP5 J~l~CS G. Patterson 

1'01 liilJis 1}. Smith 
1 LT Dennis E. P:1 inter 
SP5 James Miculus 
SP4 Frank L. Freodlo 
H01 Paul ~!. Larson 
'-'01 Herbert lhyo.shida 
SP4 John R. llro~,ks 
SP4 Qr-o.n B. MeC.:lrdol 
l1T Fred O. Pratt 
1'01 Filliau P. Har",ood 
],]01 Redlich S. Koppel 
SP4 James D. Bud2haZY 
SP5 "'illi= EistlJr 
SP4 Edward Hil<tn 
SP4 James SW1lnn 
SSG Rotert Pinkston 

1.:01 Romld i1cGo.ry 
SP4 Richard See 
"01 Torry 1. Crawford 
SP5 Arrnr.do lhr.:tircz 
PFC Santb.go Quinitccm 
SP5 Ri·~h F... ~;cd'lris 
SP5 John A. Payne 
SP4 Rieh~rd G. fuuer' 

1966· 

1967 

1968 

1969 

,A' .1/ /~d sled (dlco,'"~ -th '1 ea.'s} "r,ss/Yl3 'f-hE ~ u 

:?1 Oct 65 
21 Oct 65 
21 Oct 65 
?1 Oct 65 

27 May 66 
30 ;,'ov 66 
27 l''iy 66 
29 Mo.r 66 
20 [-ec 66 
29 Mo,r 66 
30 rov 66 
30 l:ov 66 
30 Nav 66 

16 /l.'lr 67 
23 1.,,,y 67 
16 ~hr 67 

19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
26 Aug 68 
8 Sep 68 

8 Ssp 68 
24 Jan 68 

6 Feb 68 
4 iI:o.r 68 
4 ~hr 68 

13 M'lr 68 

3 hn 69 
8 J.'ln tf1 

27 Fub 69 
23 }hy 69 
23 l·~ay 69 

5 N,)Y 69 
5 Ncv 69 
5 ~'cv 69 

O"/y J. deatJ,$ ,,' 1370, see 2 lYN;oc1.5 ?:3r'S {Jo, Evc:.d.s 

<-"e( dates rOY 00. iJl:Jcj;" Jdll1$Od 7,:) w.o. ]Jii-cek. !{:cA·arJ<Cn. 
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