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PRF.-FACE 

This in tho history of the 155th Avn Co (M1L), a unit which is a compound product of mo(J_:"Jl'n aC,ponnuticnl technology und the traditions of the Unlted States iJ:l:'q. The company originated, at greatly reduced str('l;'l:£th, at Fort fiiley, KonDas, upon the reorgnnization of the 1st 
Infarrt.:t'~r Division under the ROAD concept. The Company was then A Comp­any, If3t Avintion Battalion, 1st Infantry Diviaion. As such it took 
P[F'~ in tho TJ.'3 Air r'orco INDI1I.N RIVEn Exercises nnd in tho US Strll<:c 
C()!rr.v:p~d 0p~,'r:lt:!.on GOWFlRE I. And ns such, it proparod for und movod to tho fi.c.~:;Jl1hlic of Viot Nom. It is during the preparntion for this f.10VQucnt thnt this history beginn. 

Thin hintory in a contemporary account of eVont,s in tho l55th Avn Co. It h~.s '~)e('n pt'cr'llrc(l !'r.0r1 oporation~j ardor::;, nftor nction reports, drr;.ly nc·~,.t.-:j:':.y :,'o~'O:,,·-i~.-: ~ 0:10 \ ... It.nIJ~s n('(!o1.!11tn end info:('[1.'1.J. r-oZ'l3onal int,r,rvic1g:, nl~, :'C:;m~·;!.i.:~C t.h";:-~ ';O·l:'";,!1.·jP~!A 'tnj j~IJ\~~:::,d.i. .... :..~ ·:>f t~vonts is bCj .. 1~ dono by c':'."l,( .• nC",'.lI' qu::~r'i...(,rr, t,i) :I.~'.cilittlto cOT.1YJl.lat2.on n:r.d distri­bl.lt.:!on to r.lGnbe.,:,~ of tho co;.{,· .... .,~,. Juring thctr tour in Viet Nun. The rcc,',l)ntj.ng of o'l;('nts is as ob;1-:Jr.tivc 0.0 pomdhlo with the obsorving, roeordine nnd cl~ront('ling all bc:Lne done by ~~ho::1e "'ho also are respon­Sj.bJ..fJ for aceonp.:i. <1hj.ng tho nsnicncc1 nisd!)!1s,.. This history was orgn!11.30cl :1nd iJ15. tiat0d by Captain John Ao Geurin who joinod this orc:an­iznt:i..nu ns n ncnber of its ndvrt.nced pa.rty in Dan Me TImot. 

It is ny privileGe t.o cormond this diverse organizntion of sone three hundrod officers nnd Dcn, at tho heart of which is tho 155th Avn Co, at tho tine this is lITi ttcn. I salute those nen - mechanics, COOk9, clor!u.l, f.100ur:'Lt:". C'U.:lrL:fl, conrnmicntions, notlics, nircrewmon -for whon and about "hon thi.'J is written. 

DAN ME TlmOT, RVN 
24 Fob 66 
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TlillLE OF CON'l'ENTS (CONTINUED) 

V. Significant Events nnd Operations (Poriod 1 Oct - 31 Dec) 

A. General 

D. Events nnd Operations 

1~ Iron Triangle Operation 

2. Plei He - In Orang Volley Operation 

3. Tuy Hon Opcrntion 

I,. Hichelin Plantation Operntion Dushwhaclcer I & II 

5. Dien Tre Operntion 

6. Duon Ef Y~nG 

MISSION: The niflsicn of the 155th l~vn Co is to provide tacticnl nir 
MoveMont of conbnt troops in airmobilo operations and to 
provido tactienI nir !!1m'cmcnt of conbnt supplies ond equip­
Ment within the combat zono. 

ORGANlZATION~ Tho Itj5th iNn Co is organized under TOE 1-7?E and has 
tho i'0110'l"inc tillits attached: 

165th Tronsportation DetachMont (Corgo HOlicopter Field 
Haintonnneo) 

8th Medicnl Dotnchncnt 

208th SiGnal Detnchnent (IUUJ[(ED) (AVImIJCS) 

255th Qunrtcrnnstor Detachment (rOL) 

"52D Qunrtornastor Detachment (POL) 

"88th Nilitnry Policc DctnchMent (K-9) 

* Attnch()(~ for nclr,linistrnt:ton and loeiotic8 only 
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II. Roeional Analysis 

A. Terrain 

L Tho II Corps Tactionl Zone, in which Dan Me Thunt is 
located nnd in which tho 155t11 llyn renders tho p.mjority of its support, 
covers an urcu of 32,725 squnrc miles or 49% of the la.nd urea of South 
Vietnam. 1-1:.3 \.JQs-:'orn border i~ .31:2 niles long and in common with Lo.os, 
in tho northern portion of Kontur.l. Provinco, Cambodin and III Corps 
Tacticnl Zono. The onstorn border is approxinntely 400 milos of coast­
line with the South Chinn .son~ Tho nrea is 40 tIiles wido in the North 
and 3/~ nilos ui:1.o in tbe :Jou-t.h. This aren is politicnlly divided into 
tho Provinces of l(onbJJ:1, Dinh D:Lnh, Plciku, Phu Don and Phu Yon in tho 
22d Diviuion ~'nctJ.cnl Al'0f\ nnc1 IJnrlnc, lGmnh ilon, QUllnr, Due, Tuycn Due, 
Ninh TIman, L011 Done nnei Dinh 'l'!mnn :i.!l the 23d DTA. Gooc:raphically, 
this aron uay be dlvldcc1 i,rco throe nnjor arens. 

n. Tho c('I(wtnl plnin is n narrow strip of long, flat, 
of ton r1..'lrshy t('rrain no~, noro than tucnty niles wide fron tho sen 
inland. 'I'h"i.s m:~)1l in f::J1Tlod by n sertes of nUT:lorous rivor deltas 
in-c,o!'ruptod by roGJ.-::y ridGo 1inos running steeply to the sen. This 
nron is nloNrc ontirely undor cult:tvntion \-lith four rico crops yearly. 

b" Thr: nO'Jntnin rCI:ie·n extends fr('lm north to south alMost 
the entire lcrwth of' th0 I.~ COrpfj T0.p.tJ~n'L Zane. Eluvntions ranee fran 
3,000 to 8,liOO fuot. \<r:"<;.:, tll(~ onG-::.(' ... ·n .1J.0rns quito stoep nnel tho western, 
r.lore grnchnlo n"'.~.n .ro."~:lt::l C':o".'or throe qu:,\rtcrs of this arcn with nost 
of the rOj";r.lnc~Oi' r:,)v(,r\)ll i-ri,th ('pen rl:"!,ciduouf:I erowth. Cultivation is 
1inited to Gf1.~d.J. (~lc!i.1"ed a"Conf> on rcJ.::ttivcly flat land. FlyinG in this 
aroa is very hnz,nrr10"L"rl w:1.th fOl'corl Innrllng nrenD prnctically non-oxist­
ent, coilings froquont.Jy very low nnd wintlll unpredictnblo. 

c. The plntcnn ror~ion is locnted west of the nounto.ins and 
is cor:1priDcd of tho J-;c1r,turl 7'lntonu in tho Nort.h nnd the Dn.rlnc Plntenu 
to tho South. ThJ.n l'C'(.-;\.nn h .... w alt:j .. !;mhm rnnl'1.ne from 1,000 - 3,000 
feot with Gently 1'01:;".1.11(.; hDJ.s nn<l rlllr;h open 1~T'O':).o Hhcre tho soil is 
not undor cultivat,:i"o~l, r.. t:1~"ck rp:'Ol"th 0:::' err.1.!lS ·to n heie:ht of eight 
to ten feet covers the [round" ·Who ..... u n.dnqunt.o drainnce is provided, 
this nroa will support four vc(.~etnhlo crops yon:rly. 

2. Tho principnl citios of this nrca nrc ?hn.n Thiat, Phan 
Hang, Nhn Trnne nnd Qui i'-fi1on on the const.n.l plnin; Dnlnt in the mountains 
cnd Dnn Mo Thuot, Ploiku Imel Kontur.1 on tho platenus. The rmjor routoa 
of this aron nre: . 

a. l10ute Ill: Srd[!.on _ Dnmmg (Coastal Route throuGhout 
this aren) 

b. noute 1111: Dnlnt - Phan TInnr, 

c. noute Ill!.: Snir,on _ Dnn Me Thnot - Plciku - Kontum 

d. noute 1119: Plo iku - Qui Nhon 

e. Route 1120: Saigon _ Dnlnt 

f. Hrmto 1121: Dan Ho Thuot _ Nhn Trang 

Tho republic IS mnjor rnil line pnrnllcls Route III along its entire 
length wi tb one spur line from rhnn Hang to Dalnt. The emerging log­
istical and COrnTlunicntions complex of Com TInnh Day is located between 
Phnn Hnnr, and Nhn Tranr,. 
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D. vlent.hor 

1. He:'.. t.her t.hrntl(:hlut this ereo can be eli vided into 
the munmor r.10m~O()n, .Juno -Lht'r\l.iFh ~1(.:pt.cr,bcr, nnd the winter t1cmsoon, 
NovcY1~)or t.l1rou;~h llt~:r'lJ'1 ",it.h ·~.ho l~or;'~hs of 1'4ny ctnll October ::tD pOl":i.oc1s 
of ·~r,'::.nfl:U::ton.. DU::.~~.:ll~ ·r:.~.lO f.1nl;ll~,('~ mon::won tho ",ind is southwostor})' 
c,.u;-;:l.n[~ ~loud buJJ.r:laTlG on 1:,;'8 HOf;licTn slopes of t:w moantnins~ Tllis 
r(,s':l~ t.s in IJ. rainy 8V,\SOY) for tbr; plntom:.$ and mountaineous a.rcas 
c1liJ':i.:'1':' tho SUlmo:- mont~l1:J whilo tho conf.lk.l provinces hUVEl clour 1J1des 
and eood flylnc: ltlonthfn' o '1ho winter mon,'3oon h,-':tncs n nortl10!lstcrly 
f~i.O"W Hith com"::i.tionn J'()vcr~(Y'1. I}'ho cottr.rt.n.l provJ:lcOS of Dh>h Thnl1n 
nnd N:Lnh Thnnn nrc 15.ttlo effected by oither monsoon and have eenernlly 
cleur wonth')r the yonI' nroul1c1. 

2. 1l.voru[!,G rainfall in tho mountain nnc1 plat8c.u aroas ,is 
90 inchon and on the coastal plain, r.? inches. 'I'he tomperatures on the 
constnl plnln rnnr,:(,~ frol'!l tho mid-70s to tho hi[~h 80s durin/?, tho rniny 
sonson and 10w 80>~ to h5.r:.h 90s dU7':i.nC the dry fJo.'l.<}on. Th3 mou.r.te~.l~s 
and plnton.n:J e~CfW\'i(;lJco ·;X,,y,lporab.'ro:1 from t,JlO mi(~· .. 60s to tho Jaw 80s 
d'iJ;:-:~.n[: th0 (11:7 ncnson nnd hic;h 60s to l'!lic1-80s (lnr:ing tho W0t senson" 
W5r:,.lG m,'!'} nrl'C':nnl:-;'y (~!r.-t:r at 10-15 knots w5:ch voloei ty inr:rof\.s:i.nc Hi th 
n:L ti 'tude. 0U;:-:i:'IlCO \.,riIJi.13 up to 25 knots nro froquently encounterod. 

c. Indir:enous Populntion 

1. The II CTZ hns u po~ulntion of approximately 2.5 
millinn peoplo or junt over 20% of the populntion of tho nop'.lblic 
of Viet 1J;~"l.. The tlr..jority of this pop1.l1.'l.t'lon is locnted alone tho 
coa:;t~~l p~_~.l~.n in the vb,Ln.1.ty of the CO,'1f\.J..ial citicn" Tho majority of 
thCl~lC pcolJi.e nre Vict.n:lr.l0Dc of Chinose oxtraction. 

2. Tho Y.iountnin nnd pIn tccm rc'r:ions nrc inhnbi ted chiefly 
by Montnr:nnrcl trJb()fJT10n Hho .'l.ro, etlm:tcnlly, tho only native Vietnnmose o 
Thuro nrc tlri.rI.Y·-ll:;,,.lC! I'I:ljor trJ.h(,n Ilne! r3<))il() 150 flubord1.nnto trihnl 
eroupD of thoflC pO(lple l:i.v.L'1i: ,in the hir'JI1~m(1~J .)1' Viotnnm, Cumbo din and 
Lrtns. Dan Me 'I'hLHY:' 1::: tho t;"c.'l.(Utional (;:\Jy~tol of th(;DO poople. Tho 
II Corps nren. io i:;,hnhltod by 500,.000 of thcfJO poopJ.oc Tho lnrgost 
tribo in th:tfl reeion ;In tho nude whose influonce extends from Kontum 
to Dan Me 'I'huoto 
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On 18 Mnr'Jh 196')., Ho,,,,-(~qurr!'·tu's._ Iflt Inft"l.nt7'Y Division, nlerted 
the 1st kt'·5J\.t10.'1. J}~·~:::'·.t.~J::.0:1 .~,) VX',,-'pr~t"\.) t));) fdr'llJ.oi).LLo CCnpl'.:l1J (Coy,po.ny.fl.) 
f~r (~~·;l?~·(\\il:l()n:t". 'CI) T.i;;r,:~.r·f,8., ':e':IC":.ny iJ. :,,:n,C! to bo the m2.jOl' tLl'1:::t rJj' t"ill 

fI..ti'mo!.:·J .• ·.O rL~e!~O":-, OO~l:;:;.Dt,ic~_: 0.-::' ~~n [l..i.:rt1.·:·,bi.ln cOT:lpan;>', l.'i.r.~ld ;n~'j.utonbllcC 
d·::,tC.~~':ll;l('nt, ,<;;-1 ~'.'·l:l.1. (1)"; ~:·\::·I·r.lmt.:1 '~liJ :r.ni.:::'c:·,.J. cletnc.h!"'lont "rl. t~~l tut.nl 
::;t.r'on{,"0h to be :.&1 o.ffj.Gm':1~ ' .. ):nTnn·~ Oi'J.':1..::c:!:'s, unu (In:.~.,<ri:.()ll mon·, 

on F1 nnd 19 X""'.:"'ch porcon.'1C'l wore, snJ0cto(1 for fI~:f.d.r'n'~1fmt to t.he 

f:~~ rl~ '1; A~~ :.~;\!~'~ ~~\: :l~;'~~~~;' 0 ~') f, ~ ~;.;~C~~~:~'J'~~.'~ ~ :.1 ~~~;; r: ~~~~,' ~ ;~:~ ~ ~;~~i:~o ~~;~;~~.' ;~(\? ~~i; 
H:'.! lly 0r~ J."J l·'fnl'·:~~l rtr..d ('(mtinuC'l] ··~h:;:-''JuCh 21 Hm:'(.!h.. None of' tho oi'ficers 
S(~J ::'cted to cOT:1f,J[lnd any of tho dctnchment3 nor the select.cd compc.ny 
CCo),cnnd(.)r for COJ:llxmy il, W(JJ.'O nt Fort i~loy at the beginr'd.n[{ of tho 
P:);i, p.J:"'occ::ls:i.nG. 

On :?/~ !!)"m· ... h, tho mOyor:1Ont. cH.:rccU.vo w~.s recoived co.~;(,i:rmine Il 
D'lrf:,-:~o i:'C'/':-, ():..' C(~:~·C.;'f~'.:;:-~ j");'om Frl";~t .rd}.i'·)~t .-:.e [Q1 1l:1~PQc:ti':i.(.'d d~uT,in!J.tion, 
'I.'h·~ ;". C'·li: . .1 l'f)T"iO:(j"c tn:r c Jc VlJ.q' ,me! (j("~'..I..~]"Ji'~;-'·n·~ to ~l.C('I)Dp.".n)~ indio ~J"~.d1.wJ.s was 
U".1~~~,c1.n\ ~"i.;. t>,~.G t:iij('~ f:·.':ri.:1 r'")~;l!i.J"or:! 'ln .b·:~vi.nf' '!:,f) c('r~to.ct .'111 l'0r:::onnel 
\-iLJ.: . .l~ on lonvc: to nr.1",nrl por".~~lnn.l cqulp-,;;(mt and uniform req~li:::,o:hont.s, 

Tho movGPC'I1t. dirootive spccdfiec1 thnt all porsonnel involved in 
tho move Vlr l'uJ.,l y·{Jco-L~rJ 15 c1:.\:.'3 lef'.ve prj.or to depart,nro, This direc­
t.i·,~C' \-TnS 1'O~(d:'():l'r~C!(' h;,r ~.iV) c.;,:.;·· .. C:1~~()(l (1C'r~.1.pcR of' tho CI)~:1mnn(lj.n[~ Genera.l, 
F()rJ,~ n:!J()y~ 'J.D'::, ())1. ~:') l"-;-:.r'~h :). F.iD.Jo'.~:~ty n:.'· the P0):f;o~.1'ln.l 011 f)tn-r.ion 
wrl",) :.yJc:'!.~;,:·i[ on },),~\;e, kt'~':'~l:·"(:n,,··.d~;; '·T·:,:~r, J;!t".I.~:, \-15.Lll DOst. t:~i.l~;:J [md 

t'11 l~:·;; .L~;·L-:r,':.l)r l:·'·:· .. !: . .'~:'.:j.cn ~',o f1.;F:1:'.:'.tl ).·(r~'.s'llm'~:L to :1.S;i..st in completing 
i\)f{o 'i'bfJ l)."opo.':t:.~ il'}·)k ,.)F::,j:~O·'~i :J1.·q',ply ~{;"i..,(}:,.".ll~'." nnd sovornl key 
por:JOnnoJ. of tho pntkc'~' ~·J:.;ro retnino<l f~t Ii'ort fJ.ley to supervise 
this pr()pnr~tion ~~1L'.1 COnaC(lUontly receive(] no lofl.vo, 

Dy 2() 14:1.T'~h '!;he urp_·:l.l'mrm+, ro!tr1:i-tlO!W (hto hn(l bcc.'1 ost~bJ.i:Jh(Jd 
0.8 :3 IIp:r'!.''~ n.n(:. :1. ,l;~·'I!"::'.j'L ~",() clJJ:rj·j'"',.l·i,'.J .;.r:rdID of ..... !"'. n:~r1:)lj.o.s .'1nl1 oquip-
rllc:n:~. to) 1)).-) 11a;::'.u:·, f.'r··:)J.-::;\l(.'(.~ I~:: J.l ;'1:1:"dl~ 1';')(1 Y',.'n.E;'.f.:.S8 (Int.Q \-.1('.3 

If,t.,~ "0~.r:.fJ:)d .i:.r) ;'; .Lp~: .':.':" '.\I:d thon ;J J,l ... ,:·.·~L, E~tiL":.~.'r.l(]n~:. wns 8-:';,.iJ.1 beine 
i:":.'.:n::(~ .:~(l t;~e p'-,r:~nt 011 tl1'') nftornnr);l of 3 IIJ;:'.'::'":';I s()vornl hours m'tor 
r:1:'.l l'l'd·i.r:e \-:us to ilf!.vG boon cOrlplotoll. hn f'. rosult, supplementary 
shipmont W('.fJ prepnrod which {kl},artocl Fort Hiley on 5 11.} ril. 

Dy Mic1nirht on n f.pril all newly oflfJiro;ned personnel nnel personnel 
on leavo W0ro at Fort Hiley. flrrnnf~emontn had been made for trans­
portation, billotin,; nnd messinG of nIl personnel until doparturo, 
On 9 (md 10 hpl':ll now porsonnel were I'Oh chockccl nt)<l inununization 
nnd physical requiremonts cOMpleted for mnny who had not been properly 
proccssod at their prior st.ations. Several personnal chnnC€ls nccessit­
ntcd by unfulfilled ?On rcqu:i.:ronontD wore mnde on 9 nnel 10 l1pril 
rosul tinE in the estrtblishment of a renr clctncbment. 

Dy 9 AFril transportation arrangements wore firm and manifests 
wore prepared. The packet c1cpurted by air in throe Croups from 
Knnsas City and Mnnhatta.n airports enrly on the mornine of 11 April, 
o.rrivine nt Sun Diogo Naval Air Stntion on the snme cla.y, rersonnel 
were trnnDportod directly from the aircraft to the USS IWO JJMA. 

Sunday 11 ll.pril was spont by Nnj or Dc Loach in conference with 
tho ships' crew on nclminifJtrntiv<: J:1f.l.ttoro and coordinating manifests 
of pernonnel and cquipncnt. l~t this time it wan discovered that sovoral 
errors 113c1 been T!lO.dc in shippinG and much of the cquipmont previously 
desi(~nated to llccolTll'nny tho troops had beon shippod to Ofiklnncl Jinny 
Tominul. Incj,lJded in this cquipncnt loinS most of the special thoater 
clothincr, o.n(l CC~ ~+pT!lcnt i~.lSuccl to tho unit, 
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At 0900 hours Mondny, 12 J~p":'5J.,. tho USS rwo JJMA suiled with 
254 Officers rm~l mon from Fort TIiley, alone with two othor packets 
of similar oi?-o from Fort Drllf·:C nnel Fort Campboll. Tho80 wli.ts woro 
A Company, J.OIst Avn Dn nnd A Corip:my, 82d Avn Un.. On boo.rel in ad­
dition to ea0h units cquirmont were 77 unassigned UII-lD hellcoptors, 
nnd 9 conex containers with replacement parts. 

On 17 April 1965 tho USS IWO JIMA docked at ?ourl Harbor, Ho.waii 
for four hourq nnd took nbonrc1 0. liaison officor from US Army Support 
Comr.w.nc1, Vietnam. Ponrl Hnrbor wns the l'''.st 1(\nd soon until tho ships 
urr::vnl nt Vunrr T.1.U (Cave ,st .. Jacques), hVN, on 1 Hn.y 1965~ During 
t)." .. ',n:'1:i.t, or:tontntiono woro hold for personnol nnd unit conrrnnnders 
wore informod of their ultimnte destinations. I'lnns fo"r cloburkntion 
anel movement to destinations woro (1isseminnted and subsequently changed 
because of cro",dod port conditions necessi tnting oarly movement to 
d0~tino.tions. 

In the absence of nny instructions from the receiving command, tho 
sonior officor clirectec1 that the 77 aircraft be nssicnocl to the three 
pnckots by tnil mlrnbor in order to f~cilitnte control. It was believed 
at the time the aircraft would bo flown off tho ship, inspected for 
safety of flieht at Vtmr: '£nu, antl proceed to destination. On 28 .April 
proccssin(: boean on tho 77 aircrnft, nncl by 1800 hours on 30 April all 
aircro.ft except t~ro had boen releused for fliCht. Hesso.gos were ex­
ch.1.ngoc1 botween the ship and US Army Support Corronnnc1, Vietnam. confinn-
:;.~[; nrrivnJ. date and tir.Jo and procedures for flylnl!, aircreft off the ship • 

.t~t 0620 hOllrs 1 Mny 1965 the fir~lt nlrcrnft was launched from tho 
USS J1.JO JI:.v~ from about 25 miles at sen. '£ho aircraft was piloted by 
1st Lt Edwnrd T. Pledger and co-pilot by WO Wi11irun Crothers, both of 
Company iJ., 1st Avintion Dattalion. Thcrenftar ships were launched 
poriodien11y until approxi.mately 1100 hours whon tho last aircraft, 
inclulUnl.~ tho two requiri"r~ furthor mr.dntonrmce, had boen launched. 

Upon nrr:i.vinr, nt Vunt 'rau the packet. commanders received instruc­
tions an to T;lovfJm":!nt of their units to final destinations. Compcny A, 
l·st Avintion Dnttnlion mm:ed en rlUOSo, 10113 crowchiefs, to Don Me Thuot 
r:>11 C .. ·:L':!3 airc::-af't., closinG nt approximately 15/+5 hours 1 May 1965. 
The unit w['.s r.tot nt Dan Ho Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsond, Connnandine 
Officer, 52d Aviation Dnttnlion, and the units I advanced party which 
had boen in country approximately 10 clays. nations, tents, anel other 
t'l:tnimum ossentials woro on hand at Dan Mo Thuot to sustain the unit 
for the fi:..·s·~ fJevern1 days. Thoro were, however, no modiclll supplies 
nnd no :mppJ.y of potablo ~1nter. 

On 3 Hay aviators returnod to Vung Tau to pick up tho unitls 
aircruft, and crowchiefs. One aircraft had beon roassigned by US 
Army Support Cer.-mand as 0. T'\aintonanco float, lonvinr, the unit vri th 
24 UII_lDfs. 

Vehicles nml oquiprlont were due t.o bo shipped to Nhn Trnne by 
LST and then moved overland to Dnn Me Thuot. The first equipment, 
four conex containors, arrivod on 10 May 1965 with tho first 10 
vehicles on 15 May. Dy 26 May nIl the units equipment had arrived 
oxcept two 2t ton trucks and several tra.ilers. Vohiclos wore movocl 
in throe Croups by ViotnameDo drivors. 

The rem.3inc1er of May was apent propnrinr the unit for an eper­
ntionnl ron,(lincss clate of 1 June. Wcapon kits wore installcd on 9 
UII-ID aircrnft (l'reviously exchancod for B UII-1DI s); and protective 
armc.mcnt kit,s wore instn11cd on 16 mr-lD aircrnft. 
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On 7 May nvintors from tho 52ml Airlift rIc.toan, tho 117th 1vn 
Company and the 119th iNn Co arrived nt Dan Me Thuot for n personnel 
cxchnne;o with Company J-.. to stc.{'(~Gr elutos of rotation. Of the officers 
and. Warrant Officers C\rrj.vinc in the orieinnl packet, only 14 ramnined 
with tho compnny after tho oxchnnr~o. 'fhe exchange ,.,rns mad0 on [\ man 
for mr'.!1 bc.sis with tho various units of tho IJ..'\ttnlion. Enlisted 
pGrsonncl of 0.11 A I~rndos were nlso oxchnnp,od ~ 

kJ r~ rcsul t of the DEHOO cxchnnr:o, nn intense trnining prof~rvm was 
established by the Company in un effort to qualify tho new aviators in 
the UlI.-lD helicopter. ?lntoon nnd company trnininc in romotion flying, 
eaGle fliChts md company sized airmobile assaults wore V'ontly emphasizod. 

20 May eml tho nrrivnl of Company l~lS first UfJhot GUn" (Door Gunner) 
p1utoon COlinnnn(]ocl by 1st Lt William J. Tracz. Tho platoon W[l.S mnde up 
of voluntoers from units of tho 25th lnr Div. The unit was TDY to 
Compuny A for a. poriod of .3 months. Their duty wa.s that of helicopter 
door CUnners while t:'.U(mentinr, the company's security force. 

Tho unit wns d(jcl~roc1 oper~tiona.lly rct.'.dy en 1 June and bCeM 
operations on that day_ In its first month of operation Company Ii 
conc1uctc<.l six conpnny size opora.tions in support of the 23d Division. 

Durine the lnst week of May tho cOr:lpnny roceived 
of "Stare Conch!! ,,11th "F.:\lcon" for tho an1ct1 platoon. 
yenr, these cull sir:ns were to become fru:li1iar in .:\11 
of Viotnnmo 
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.. -.' . OFFICErs liEMJlINING \IITIl CO!1i'ANY A 

Major Willirun W. DcLon.ch 067668 

Cupt. Charles T. Gilmer 0405G567 

Cnpt. Leon E" Curry 05306680 

Cnpt. Anthony P. Di Donodotto 02306594 

Capt. Leonard L. Doswell 07G572 

liLt Edwurd T. Plodecr 05411943 

liLt llobort C. Elwoll 05017903 

CWO Willimn II. Goldman W2207733 

CWO Glon W. Mantooth W2206470 

CVlO William ll. Cleary W315031,ll 

CWO James D. Stallard \1)150506 

CvlO ChnrIos vi. Millnrc1 W31507G8 

CWO William J. Fields W3l5l037 

CVlO Carl T. Sypni~wski W31,30l12 
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1- Capt. 100nurd L. Loswell Compnny A 

2. liLt Ililliem J. Gavin Jr. 25th Inf Div 

3. liLt John A. Gourin 119th Avn Co 

4. liLt Paul D. Himls 117th Avn Co 

5. liLt Jim:ny Wilkio 119th Avn Co 

6. SFC John E. Stnntun Compcny A 
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5. Ntnnbor 
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ST1~TISTICS OF QUAHTIlRLY OilllUSIONS 

Sorties fli)"m durinc prccnLlinr.; quarter: 1.026 

Combat sortieD flovm dur1.ne procorline quarter: 26)1, 

flyine hour:=: flown durinG procodinc qunrtor: 1905 hrs 

pc.sfJonr:crs liftod during prococ1in~ qunrtor: 2332 

tour, of cnreo lifted c1urinr, prcccdine quarter: 54 tons 

aircraft rocoivine hits c1urinc; procodinr, quarter: 3 
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This quarter hils Loon charnctGrizv(1 by mnny sicnificnnt events nnd 
operations. On 3 July Company l~ received its first Seeuri ty Platoon; 
28 AUGust Major Deloach left the compnny, and tho 5th of Soptember brouGht 
about the rotntion of the shot [~ platoon. 

Hnjor operntions durinr~ tho quartor in which Compnny A wore involvod 
included Due Co, Quane Ni nnd PhuQC Vinh. Tho Phuoc Vinh opere. tion 
involved. cJ.cmcnts of tho 173rc1 ldrborno :Cricndo being lifted into War 
Zone IID", un area. north of Snicon which had lone boen n notorious Viot 
Cone stronehold. 

EVENTS /.tm OrnIJ.TIONS 

.3 July snw the e;rriv!'.l of tho 52nc1 Security Platoon. This pluoooon, 
one of tho larGost in tho US l.:rmy, is headquartered at I'loiku a.nd has 
clcmcntn attached to each airmobilo comp::my in the ba.ttalion for 10cn1 
secm'ity. Vlith this pll.'.toon, every nvnilnblo menns of uofenso is co­
ordinuted includinr: bunkGr~, obscrvc.tion POtits, rovine pa.trols, mortars, 
crotmd surveillance infnred searchliehts, entl sentry does. 

A hiChlicht of 1965 for COr.1pnny fl come in July when the Conpany wns 
called upon to fly tho Socreth.ry of Defen1Jo and his purty on tm inspect­
ion visl t to tho Hepublic. 

On July lst~ C01:11JUny Awns nlerto.:1 for movcr.Jent to Cheo Roo nir­
fiold (COOl'. ~Q235a25) for nn operation in support of the AWN Air­
ho:cnc DrigcKlc. 11 -:;>AVN Ilc[~ir.Jent hnc~ been locntod in tho mountain pass 
southwest of Cheo neo. The mission involved supportine tho .fIllVN 
Idrborne Drica.de with airlift of supplies find personnel. A second 
mission wns civen Conpnny A, that of cvacuntinc n uistrict hoo.d­
qu...1.rtors nonr Cheo nOD which h[).d heen undor attack by tho Viot Cone 
for novaral c1nys. 

DocauflO of the enemy ni tun tien, supplies nnd nmnuni tion had not 
been sent to tho villu(:;c for SDVCrl"J. dn.ys. Prior to clccision to ovac­
unte the henclquo.rters, f\ bnttnlion of tho I.IMN ~d.rborno briel".do attempted 
to cnin nccess to tho villn(~c by convoy. Tho convoy wno ambushed in 
f.l. defile four kilor.'1ctor~ south",est of Choo Hoc with heavy cr'.sual tics 
roported. Vehicles and nrtillcry woro burned while tho unit wns pinnod 
down for 20 hours. 

The evacuation W:l:J plnnnocl for 1500 hours tho following clay, f.l.nd 
would be Df.l.dc by Company A, the 119th Avn Co, and tho 52nd Airlift 
rlntoon. Idr Force I~JEls and F-IOOIS executed naplrun and 20mm strikes 
nround tho villn(:.o clcnrine the way for the helicopters. Comp..'1l1Y A 
lead tho fli,;ht into the area, followed by tho 119th Avn Co and 52nd 
Jdrlift Platoon. As Company A lifted off tho LZ the Viet Cone becan 
mortarinG the ~istl'ict headquarters and tho lanuinc zone. The 119th 
wns unable to land in tho nrcn bocnusc of' tho intense mort..1.r aml 
Cl'ound fire in nnc1 aroun(1 the 12. Tho Mission wna aborted and all 
units returned to Cheo Heo airfield. Compnny Awns o.blo to, extract 
nonrly one hundred and sixty peoplo from tho villnGe on tho lift. 
Aircraft carried the maximum possible lond with as many as fifteen 
pnssonecrs on SOMe helicopter~. 

The I~nVN Dricnc1c ncnin attempted u convey to tho hcm1quurtcrs 
after severnl days and nichtn of constnnt bombing by tho l.ir Force .. 
Tho convoy wns successful nn:~ the hoc.dquartcrs wns ovacuated by road. 
The Viet Cong regiMent, nfter ,!nyn of intonno bombing by the Air Force, 
withdrew into tho mountr:ins southwest of Cheo neo ending the siogeo 
Company Il. was rQlensod and returnod to Dnn Me ThtlOt but severnl o.ir­
craft wore left nt Chao noo airfield for support of advisory toam. 
- • .jot-. 4 "ht tho Viet Cong mortured the airfield domnging severnl 

~a:'a VlIVN ~~B • One Ull-ID wus flown awuy during tho nttack by liLt 
, r,or. Upon Innc1ing at Qui Nhon tho crew counted eighty-! (, <; [llf/.AI;V .()~Otllnv : lo""c .• ," -. ____ N 
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On 2 ll.ugust Compnny .h H~S nlertec1 for movement to ?leilru. The 
United Stutes Spccinl Forces Cn..'1lp of Duc Co he.d boen under siege for 
severnl weeks, when on .3 l~'llrtu~Jt operation Dan Thang 5 was conductod by 
the 52nd kvn Dn~ TJ~e opernt.ion W1.S in support of the .31'<:1 nnc1 Bt!l Dnttnl­
iom~, 1st tJi.VN ldrbornc Dx-ic:'.e1c. IUcmurrl.'.f.l of the 117th l~vn C:), Comp:my 
/0., 119th Avn Co Md the 52nd Airlift Platoon stc.eod from Camp Hol:tmmy 
Army Airfield c..nel lifted 1150 troops in six lifts to the Innding zone 
at the Due Co AirI:;"old. Small arms and automatic wen pons firo Vloro 
recoived in the vicinity of the landing zone, rODulting in one UH-lD 
nnd one UE-ID (A) being ebmngec1 with no cf'..lJllf'..l tics. 

On 10 August, the units performed em nirlanded nssault misnion in 
support of tho 5th AnVN Airborne Dnttnlion. 'l'he aircraft stagod from 
Hollowny Army Airfield am1 lifted ,~~O tl'ooprJ in throe lifts to the Dumo 
landing zone nt Due Co Airfield. During tho last lift, casualties wore 
extrncted nnd I.j.OOO Ibs of supplies wore carried to the. lillVN !'oinrine Tnsk 
Forco which had previously beon liftod to the Duc Co Airfield. Close 
air supp-:n·t was provided by eight USl.]' F -100 IS, four of which wore 
utilized in tho prestriko, while the rom~ining four were used provide 
air covor. Sm~ll nrms, automc.tic ",eapons ane} P.l.ortnr fire were rocoi vcd 
in the landing zone. Two L11-1D'8 recoiveel hits nnel ono US door gunner 
of' tho 119th j,vn Co w.os wounded. 

During tho :Juc Co oper~\tion Compnny A provic1o<l aircraft oo.ch c1o.y 
to the 52nc1 Avn Dn for purpose of resupply, medical evacuation, and smnll 
troop placemonts throughout tho oper~tion::tl rlroCl.. Tho siogo was finnlly 
broken on 15 lmcust with the wi thdrawc.l of the Viet Cong regimont into 
Crunboc1in. Company Awns relee.sod nnd returned to Dnn Mo Thuoto 

On 2/, Jlugtwt elemonts <Of JI Compony, tho 121nt Jlvn Co, nnel tho 50lst 
l~vn Co from Dicn noa, perfornec1 an uirlundcd nsanult in support of the 
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of c10nrine highwny 21 from Dem Mo Tl1uot to 
Nhn Tr:'..ng. il.ircrn.ft stnced from Dnn Me Thuot (EmJt)' Airfield, ::md lifted 
1257 troops of the Mnrino l'rl,f.lk I"orec (Al~VN) tn fiv~ lifts to 0. landing 
zono eoore] DQ120J.65. J)urinc tho lnn·t Uft tnto tho LZ, ono Ull-lD (JI) of 
Co:mpnny A experienced u low side governor fa.ilure nnd crashed into tho 
trees in tho vicinity of the L2. The crow W['.8 ovncuntec~ by UIl-lD back to 
Dun Me Thuot. Tho t.d.rcrnft "Ins piloted by WO Phillip D. Pettit who 
wns mecH-cally evacuated to the Uni tad Stntos bocmlso of injuries. Tho 
aircrr.ft sus"tninod umjor drunnco. 

Close nil' support durine: the opcrr.tion \-Ins provided by four USAF 
AlE In. No ltontil() fire W\:J roc(:lv~;(1. Tho Mnr:tno Tnnk F'oree wns convoyed 
out of the oper~:ttir:mf'.l nro~~ nt the completion of the oporntion. During: 
the entire operation, medlcnl cv,1cuution and resupply aircraft \.,rere 
provided by Company fl.. 

Tho 2~~th of t.ur;ust mr.trkod the ru-r>.f.lr.ir.:nmont of Compr..ny A IIJ COl'i1T!1o.nd­
inc Off:Lcor nn gxoclltivo OfJ.':i.coI' of tho 52nc1 Ilvn r:n. In (\ br:i.of chnnr,o 
of cOT!llTlf'.nu. eOrel"'lOny at Dan He Thuot, Hl1jor li'rcc1 'r. Yamagata took command 
of C0t1pnny l~. Hnjor Yomnr,ntn had been the Exocutive Officor of tho 52nd 
Avn Dn for tho pnBt six T:'Ionthn. 

On 5 8ept.oT:lber the flrnt. d()or eunner platoon complotecl its ninety 
(by n:JfJ:i.~nr.Jcnt. rmtl roturno<1 to tho 2~th Inf Div. They were rol(:dvod 
by If;t Lt imthur J. Hy:.m and hio shotgun plntoon. The new platoon 
consisted of :3 NCO's n.nd 2/~ EM, nIl wore volunteers fron troopa l~, D 
and C, 3rc1 Df']rln, /~th Cuv, 25th Inf Div. Tho plntoon wns nos:tgnod TDY 
to COJ1prmy A for n period of .3 monthn. 

The lOth of 
history in "'hi. ell 
four Corps (11'0[1,11 
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ScptcJ:1her tn.."1.rked tho beginning of a period of Compcmy A I s 
the unit would be involvc(~ in mn-jor op~rations in nIl 
of Viot Nom, in ono thirty dny poriod. 
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On 8 September, th0 unit ,,,,nn ~lcrtod for m0vomcnt to Qu<'"U1g.Ngai. 
Combined with clements of tho 119th l.vn Co, Com";:JG.ny 11 performed an nir­
Innc10cl i"..s~c..l'.lt ('.ncl oxtX'::tction m:i':3flion :in .<~uppCtrt, of thf1 5th ns Sj:'c.:o:tnl 
ForC0S G:;~O".lp" Fifty Ui~:'1i' nclv5.:.;ory po:r'sonnol and 210 Ali.Vn J.irbt):":'l10 
no.nccrs ",(1J"(, l:U:t.o(l fron tho str.eofiolc1 n t Quane N~~ai to tho lcndine 
zone at co:)rd FI.'137003 in ono lift nnd later extracted in one lift from 
the s::uno liZ. No her-tilo fire waD received. Clono air support WC.fJ 

provi(1oc1 by eight USAF Are I s utili.zed for prestrike, and eight U.'3iJ.1' D-57 f S 

were u8c~c1 :C01.~ nIl' covor, The mission "IUS completed and Company A return­
ed to Drm Me TImot. 

12 ~3c>rrtor.1bor foun(l Company A proparing for movement to Saigon to 
work with tl}o 1I~5th l~vn Dn. The o~)orn.ti()n involved liftine olomontfJ 
of the 17]...-:-d Airborne Drigmle rmtl thQ lto;ful il.ustrr.liun HoeJr.u)I'!t into 
nn c.ren 5 kilor:lctors North of Don Cuto Si:'~ air mobile companion plus 
Ai:,:, Forco clm,lonts wore involved in the oporntion. The opo:cntion oon­
siotnd of 1.1n!dn13 five lifts from Dion lIon to an LZ North of DiEm C~:t" 
This m'oa. was knotm ns HD" Zone f'...nd had lonr.; boen a sanctuary for tho 
Viet Con.Co 

After the first dnys operntion, C()r.lpnny A roturned to Saicon for 
tho nir;ht, \r.i. th instructions to return to Thuoe Vinh by 150700 prepared 
to stuy in tho field the remaindor of' the operntion in direct supp:Jrt 
of the f.1WN 1.irbornc Dricnc1e. The Compnny remained at Phnoo Vinh 
throuGh tho 22nc1 of September when it wns directed to return to Saigon. 
Althour~h ",;,ho Ccmpnny wns ln direct support of the J.D.VN Airborne Dricnde 
j.t was froquont.ly ree:.~llocl. to III Corps control to pnrticlp~tCl in nir­
lnnded ussnul ts und uxtractions with tho 1/~5th kvn Dn. The Conpnny also 
provi(loc1 the 17.3rd A.irborne Cricade \.,ri th aircraft for resupply, moc1ical 
ovneuv.tion, ::mc1 small troop plnc0J:lontlJ. The majority of Comp~my l~lS 
aircraft Hero flyine nn nvernc;o of 4 to 8 hours n day flyinG time during 
this period. On 28 September tho Compnny was rc10uRod to roturn to 
Dan Me Thuot. 'This hael proved to bo n lone throe day mission. 

Prj.or to this operation no frien<lly troops hr..d been in the urotl for 
over fifteen Y0urs. Durine tho operntion n 200 beel hosp:ltnl (\ncl suppl:les 
were found ulonc with rm nmmuni tion f~~ctory and tons of nr.1T,",.unitionf; 
Heavily fortified bunkers and milcn of' tunnels wore ::o.lso ff)unc1 in tho 
aroa nlonr: with mnny tons of rice which wns revovcd or destroyed, This 
bOCc.r.1C tho first in n saries of major operlltions throuehout this area 
involvinG US troops. A Company WCl.S to return to this area mnny timoD. 
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STf~TISTICS OF QUAHTEHLY OillTU.TIONS 

1. jlJumbor of Sorties flown c1ul'inr: preccoc1ine qu('.rter: 7978 

2" NUJ:'lbcr of Conbnt sortic:') flmm (~1..lrinC' prccooc1ing quart.er: 

3. NlUTlbor of flyinl~ hours flown durinG prccccc:inG qunrtcr: 

4" NU"11'or of pl1sscnccrs Ilftoc1 durine prcccodinC' qur-.rtor: 

5. Number of tons of cnreo liftcd during proceeuing quartoI': 

6. Number of o.ircro.ft struck by eround fire c1urine procoedinG 
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mnrOD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 65 

Thi::l quarter hus beon hiehlichtoc1 by tho ntl:i1hcr of major opcrnt,i ons 
in 'Jhich Compnny A took p~rt. DllJ'inr' th:i r. q1)~'~~ Lor tho com')'ln~' CO" :'.L'lrod 
to opornto not only in tho II Cor'l)1 area. ~)ut ~lr:o in tb.o III nnd r'i," Corpa 
a.:ons~ Thona operations vlcra m.:.J.(J~ton(ls in tho f)i,rl.lcc;10 Il~,"dmrt th3 
V:t.ct Con[~o Such opcr ...... tiOllfJ H:)'l',J +,:10 I~Tron 1'rienglcll opcro.t.ion, t,hc 
1'101 Mo Oporr.tlon, t!1c l'uy IloC'. rice :!:~rVOfJt oporntion, nnc1, finally 
HOpcr:1.tion Duahvl11ckorll involvine clomonts of tho 1[3t Di'lj.sion and tho 
10.! :J"t. Ai.:>:'borno Drier.de in the nren urclmd tho Michelin rubber planta­
tion nOl'thvlcst of S[ti~on. 

OtJlOr evonta (luring tld.3 period wore tho rOI~sfJiGnP.lont of t\olO 

comp::my c.omrannder:l, the rotation of our In:lt I1Sb.otEun lt plntoon, nnd 
the rc:i.le:sicnntion of Company 1~, as tho 155th ll.Vintion Compnny (Ainnobile 
liCllt ) • 

EVENTD !.tID OmnATIONS 

On 6 October Company A was nlortec1 for movemont to Saieon, to be 
c.tt:1chec1 to the 145th l~vn Da.ttnlion. Tho oper!';tion involved liftinc 
clements of the 173rc1 Airborne Drir;ac1o by monns of five airr.tobilo 
companies into two Innc~lnr: zones, in the infnFl.ous "Iron Trj.an~lcll 
thirty kilometers north of Snieon. 'rho Iron Triancle had, for more thun 
15 year.'l, heen n well known communist onnctunry. Tho initial operation 
was conducted by makinc n troop lift into a secured lnndinc zone to net 
as (I. blockine forco for the mobilo clements which wero Innc1od, in four 
lifts, in an LZ twelvo kilometers to tho wost. Tho area had boen 
prestrtIck by Air Force D-52's six hours prior to tho nssnult and F-IOO's 
along with artillery of the 173rc1 Drienc10 wore usod to prestrike the 
lnnc1inr, zone. 

As the 173rd swept t.hrouGh the Iron Triangle t.hey encountered few 
Viet Cone but found le.rce stores of supplies, inclucline enouch rico 
to food n VC ror:imont for four f.lonths. They also uncoverod fresh 
evidonce of tho Cormmnist I s lon(~ fnmod trenchinc: nrts: tunnels up 
to /10 foot {1eep n.n(1 s()vorn.l hunrlrod ynr(~:l lone, w:tth nngled corridors 
nnd eallerias to roduco l)ll.~::rt effectn, nir vonts nnd ornorecn(~y exits. 
Wenpons of nll mnkos nnel cnlibres were found ulonc with an nbunc1rmcc of 
OJ:rnnmi tion, mines and crene.des., Sufficiont medical supplies to estnblish 
n field h08pitnl were found and recovered by the ground troopsOl 

Upon relense from support of the 1?3rd Airborne Dricndc, tho compo.ny 
moved even fnrt!1or south to join with the 13th Avn Dn. At 1200 hours 
the 9th of October, CompMY A closed at Soc Trang, homo of tho l21st 
Avn Co :.md COllll1f'.ny A of tho 501nt fwn Dn~ This oper.'\tlon on tho Delta 
involved liftine clements of the 9th and 27th Ar~VN Division from 
Vi Thanh (Coord Wh550830) into two landing zonol:l. A total of throe 
lifts wore mnde into tho areas lifting npproximately 1200 troops. 
Moderate grQund fire wns roceiv()d in both LZ's, but no aircraft wero 
u.1.mllgorl, At 1200 hours 10 October the Cempnny was released, and returned 
to Dan Me Thuot. 

Aftar nrri ving at D::m Me Thuot the Compnny settled clown for n woll 
earned :rest. 'rhiG period of rost "Tn.S short lived hm.,ICycr, f()r at 2200 
hour:') the evening of the lOth the compnny was alerted for movoment to 
Tuy Han. to support a rtce hnrvcnt oporation. With thirteen troop 
ctl.'r'r:i.crs and :1~.:~ ::uT.locl holicoptars, the company depnrted Dun Me Thuot 
1'.\'v1 closod at Ttly I-Ion. at 15/1.0 hours. Preparations wore made for a 
th'T.'oG (~ny wtuy at t,he Tuy Ho:,\ North Airfiolcl~ The ornrntion to secure 
t~lO fnJJ. :ri(';o hnrvoflt in tho Tuy lion vnlley involvocl n four lift 
mo':cmont of n n~n0U'1~n' forco of tho /{/th Hogimcnt (lJi:VN) in tho morning 
nnel .'l. two lift mO'ler\:mt of a blocking force in the ::>.ft0rnoono ~ing 
th8 t:1()I'rl~.ng li.-(" .. ono nnrted hoJ.icoptor exporienced Il promnt'.1ro rocl'.:et 
mrplosicm catlS~r;p; extensi vo structurnl d~WLI~CC to tho aircraft anel badly 
,,',')u:).cJ:l.nr; l'J?C liJillinm Ahles who W<:'lS cvncuntoa to Nha. Trang and the 
T!II.;tcll St~tcs. 
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At 1130 hours this s~r,lO dny a IIH1SDAyn cI111 WI1S roceivod fron em 
A-ill which hnd boen flyine ~.ir cover for tho opcr~lt:ton. The 1.JE hud 
suffered elevator control failure on a strafing run nnd tho pilot was 
forced to bailout nt soa, A stageconch UH-lD crowed by Captnin 
Loonard L. Doswoll nnd CVlO Churlcs Gibson rODcuod tho pilot from nn 
extremely rough scn. 

Tho following morning Compcmy A perfonnod two more lifts with tho 
47th ncgimont (mel wns releasod to return to Ibn Me TImot. 

On 20 October COr.lpp.ny 1. depnrtcd Dnn Me Thuot cnrouto to Phu Cat for 
(\ ton day operation. Docnuso of bad weathor the compnny divorted to 
PleiIrn for the night. Upon nrrivul the company wns told to off lond all 
field Goar [l.nd stand by for a possible lift into tho Spocia1 Forces Camp 
at rlei Mo. This marked the beginning of the largost attack ever 
lnunchor1 by thc Viet Cone nnd one of tho most difficult support missions 
any airmobile company over comploted. For tho first five days, A Company 
Hns tho only o.irmobile compcmy a.vailablo for support. 

Tho camp hnd boen attacked by on ostimatod Viet Cong regiment 
durine tho night. Shortly after day bronk, it appenred thnt the V.C. 
hnc1 broken conta.ct nnd retired. Two medical evacut'.tion helicopters 
of the 49Sth Medical Company with two armed escorts from tho l19th 
lnm Co wero Inunched tc? recover the dend and wounded from the cnmp. 
Durinc; tho mission tho aircraft receivod heavy autornntic weapons fire 
up to calibro .50 size. One of the escort gunships was hit and crashed 
in flrunes just outside the southwost lJOrirnotcr of tho eMlp. 

On the nornine of 21 Oct, Compony A w~s cnlled on to lift 240 AnVN 
Airborne n ... 'U1.gers from Camp Holloway to un LZ four kilometers north of tho 
bcsicced car.lp. DurinG tho reconnaissa.nce of the LZ ono UI-I-lD (armed) 
of Company 1~ suffered mechanical fnilurc which resulted in seperntion 
of the min rotor from the aircraft at 2000 foet nbsoluto nlti tude. 
The helicopter crashed and expledod on impact. Tho aircrnft wns 
cocunonded by liLt Harold A. l'roisondofor and piloted by WO Joseph S. 
Huwyler, crewchief nnd eunner wore Sr/5 Willirrm J. Johnson nnd PFC 
Miehaol E. Dnvis. This crew wns tho first lont by Compnny A in tho 
Ropublic of Vietnnm. 

About r:t:Ld-morning on the 22n(1 of October, four UI-I-ID's (armed) of 
Com;'1any 1. were dispatched to escort a VN1Ji' ell-3ft in n rOScue nttcmpt 
for a downed AlE pilot. The CH-Jf~ did not attempt tho pilot pickup, 
because of tho eround firo in tho uren, lILt Edwnrd T. Plodger of 
Conyo.ny A salvoed the rockots from tho nrmcd helicopter he Wns flying 
and nccomplishcd tho pick-up. 

Later in the dny n second roscuo nttompt was mndo for another 
downed Air Force pilot in tho vicinity of' Ploi Me. ThiD roscue attempt 
had to b0 nborted due to heavy automatio wenpons ground fire nnd darkness. 
The rescuc was effected tho next mornine when four UH-ID I S (nrmcd.) of 
Company 11 escortod un Air Forco CH-34 into the crash site~ 

On 2ft October tho 52c1 Avn Dn wns civen the mission of dcployinc 
I.j.OO 1.nVN soldiers of the 22nc1 IW.ncer Dntta.lion alone the routo of an 
Armed Task Forco enroute to relieve tho besiegod crunp. The troops 
wore to secure likely nmbUBh aitos nlong the intended routo of tile 
Tnsk Forco. Durinc tho lift ona holicoptor struck stmnps in tho LZ 
and wns destroyed with ne injuries. 

Monday, the 25th, found Compnny I, nnd tho 119th Avn Co, assistine 
the 1st Ddo, 1st Idr Cnv Div, in 0 troop plMomont from Camp Hollowny 
to areos around the Plei Mo Spacial Forcos Crump. 
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On the 28th, clemonts of Company /J. nne: tho 119th extracted tho 
42nd I~irborne Hnnr;er Com:):1ny (J.1WN) from i.'loi 1-1e to the New :;:'lei.Jm 
Airfield mc.rking the (mc.1 of ono of tho bloo(.1;tof.)t bat·tlos of the war 
in Viutnn.m" 1'08t opcra·:::Jon inteJ.l:'gp.n·~e i~)(iic(1:':.o:J that P:;"ci M0 wns 
staGcd by tho Viet Cone with a prirnLl, .. y purpoGo of killine nircrnfto 

Following tho siege of Plei Mo the US First Cavalry Division 
rolontle:Jsly pursued tho Viet Cong until in In Drr.ng valley "Charlie!! 
stopped to do pitched bnttle. About this battle, Newsweek Magnzine 
snid, nIn its bloodiest weok to dnte, the fighting in Viotnnm roached 
n pitch of sn.vn.p.;e intensity thnt US troops hnd not experienced since 
Koroc.. Among other honors of war, Communist troops impaled captured 
South ViDtn.1Jnesc soldiers on stakes. Wounded US troops were shot down, 
their comrades, onraged, shot some north Vietnnmese prisoners out of 
hnnd. '1110 bitt~rest battlo wns in the sholl scarred In. Drang vulley, 
neur the C:unbodinn border, where US troops reportod tim t they killed 
perhaps 1,500 communists during the entire enengement. In the same 
areu, a battalion of the US First Cuvnlry Division, wns ambushed, and 
onc company virtur..lly r.nnihilutoc1. Totnl estimated US killed in the 
In Drane fightine "\orns 175. It 

\tAt Plei Ho n.nd In Drang, tho US Forces no lancer foueht Viet Cong 
Geurillr..s in their black pnjmnns but ruther faced tho People Army of 
Vietnnm in steel helmets and full battle ce~r." 

On If3 Novomber the 52d Am Dn aeain joined forcos with the 1st 
Air Co.v Di v, in operations in tho In Drnng valley. The lnrcest 
sincle operation of tho yenr. '1'10 119th Avn Co, Company A, and olemonts 
of tho 1st Air Cav Div trnnsported 2500 II Corps (AHVN) troops from 
Dnc Co AiTfield into tho vnllcy ns n blocking force. Tho JillVN unit 
was lifted into un area which was located between tho retroating 
Vio·ti Cone and the Cnr:tboc1ian border. This finnl assault on 18 November 
was the last oporation in which Company A was involved in the Pleli Me, 
In Drnnr, area. The Viet Cone retreuted pieco-meal across tho Cambodian 
border tho battle ended. 

In Sni[~on, General \~illimn C. Wostmoreland proclaimed tho In Drnng 
action an unprececlented Victory. US casunl tics were "heavier than in 
any previous cnfnr~eT:1ent, but 3m!.'.ll by cOT:J.pnrison with tho cneny.1I 

On 1-2 Novemher, between major mistliol1s in the rlei Me, In DrrmG 
oporntion tho 52nd Avn Dn supported opero.tion Quyct 'rhnnr. 172 at Tuy­
Bon, Company iI., tho 119th Avn Co nnd the Marine Helicopter Company 
from Qui Nhon conr1ucted an operr.tion in :mpP0rt of the 22nd Inf Div 
(AHVN) in an oporntion to n.enin Decuro the rico rich Tuy llon valloy. 

11. totnl of 720 troops wero movod in throe lifts, under low ceilines 
and with poeI' visibility. Tho USIlF providod a forty five minute 
prc:3triif.o on tho Inndinr zono.. Onc tllI-lC (Anned) wns struck by 
r,rOl,.mcl fire hut rec("Ivered to tho stnr;e field with no further incident. 

On 7 NovemLer n second nir Inndo(l :lssnult wl1G conducted. The 
opor.'1.tion involved nir lande(1 two ba.t.talions of the /.j.7th Inf rer,t, 
nnd tv!") ])attnlionn of tho Jdrborno 'l'ask Force. This wns a four lift 
opcr:~t.i.on c\nl!\y()(l for moro than nn hour hotHoan tho ~econd nnd third 
liftcJ beC.'1.'..lG0 of w(:n thor. From 'l'uy Bon, tho 52ml I1Vll Un moved to 
Du~ f'~y 1n f1upport of the IJ.RVN nr~t.illery school in a combinod arms 
der:1on~trntion~ Company A provided thirteen UH-lDls and six mI-ID1s 
(IJ.rmocl) • 'rho 11 ~)Jvh provicled twelve mI_IDl s (trnnsport helicoptors) 
nnd six UH-1D IS (nmod) for the demonstration. 1111 Qi.r movements, 
Jdr I.'orco nnd nrt:l.l1ury i'irOfJ wore proplnnno<l nncl coord:lnatecl by tho 
Due H~r Trnining Center Advisory Team. As part of the clemonstrntion, 
n totnl of 546 troops were lifted on un nir Innded assault into mult­
iplo L2f,$ The clQmonstration rnn smoothly nnd w[\s n grout success" 
J:..ttondinr, thu dC; . .lonstrntlon wore two hundred hi(~h rnnkin(~ observes 
honded by Genernl Willirun C. Westnoroland. 
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