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TPIIFACE

This is the history of the 145Lh Avn Co (AML), 2 unit which is a
compound product of madsrn acronantienl technology and the traditions
of the United States fway, The company originated, at preatly reduced
strength, at Fort Riloy, Kansas, upon the reorganization of the lst
Infuntry Division undor the NMOAD concept, The Compnny was thon A Comp=
any, lat Avintion Battalion, 1st Infantry Division, 4As such 1t took
poeh din the U3 Adr Forco INDIAN RIVER Bxorcises nnd in the US Strike
Gomaand Opexatlon GOLOFIRE I, ind as such, 1t propared for and movod
to the Niepablic of Viot Nam. It is during the preparation for this
noverient that this history beping,

This history is a contemporary account of cvonts in the 155th fAvn
Co. It hns been proparad fron operations orders, after action reports,
dnily achivity sovoris, oye withnoss aeccovnts snd infornal porsanal
intervicws, all wing this cowmavr,  the reoerdiar of evonts ia
bolng done by eclondar quaricrs 4o Creilltoto cozllation and distri-
tion to menbers of tho corjrny during their tour in Viet Nan. The
recuanbing of cvonts is as ebicetive as possiblo with the observing,
reeording nnd chronmiecling all being donc by those who also are rospon-
siblo for acconptishing the asslgned miselons. This history was
organized and initiated by Captain John A, Courdn who Jjoinod thias orgon-
izotion as o nember of its advanced party in Don Me Thuot, :

It is ny privilege to cormand thils diverse organization of gone
throc hundred officers and men, at the honrt of which is the 155th
fvn Co, at the tine this is written. I salute thoso men - mechanlcs,
cooks, clerks, scourily punrds, cormunications, modics, alrerewnon -
for whom and about whon this is writton.

AN
Deanal. 4 Gl
\[ ‘L\ {:;,\‘ -'f'
RER'T, Bantis m. Y
. Hajor! Infantry .

Cormanding
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TADIE OF COMIENTS

.I. Mizsion and Crganizntion

IT. Tegional fnalysis

1. Toerrain

2, Weather

3. Indigenous population

IIT. Significant events and Operations (Period 18 March - 30 Jun)

i, Events and Cperations

I3

Prennration Tor Movenent
Movemont

DIRCS exchanpo

Qualiliccation and Training
Lrrival of lst “Shotgun' Platoon

Bong Honi Opcration

B, finnoxes

l.
2.

3s

Officors reneining with Company A (Ainnex A)
Advance Porty for Compony 4 (Annox B)

Stotiotics of quarterly oporntions (Annox C)

IV. Significant Events and Operantions (Poriod 1 July - 30 Sep)

L, CGoneral

D, TEvents and Operations

ll

9.

Arrival of 52d Sucurity Platoon
Cheo Reo Oporation

Due Co Operationa

Scerotary of Dofenso Party
Clearing of Uiphwny #21

Chanpge of Cormand

Rotation of shotgun platoons
Quang Npal Oporation

Phuoc Vinh "D" Zone Operation

C., Annexos

“tatistics of Quarterly oparaticns (Annex 4)
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TADIE OF COMTENTS (CONTINUED)
V. Significant Events and Operations (Poriod 1 Cet - 31 Dec)
A, Goeneral
B, DEvents and Operations
1. Iron Triangle Operation
2, Tlei Me - Ia Drang Vnlley Operation
3. Tuy Hon Operation
4. Micholin Plantation Operation Dushwhocker I & II
5. Bien Tre Operation
6, Duon Ef Yanp
MISSION: "he nission of the 155th Aivn Co is to provide toctical air
movenent of combat treops in alrmobile oporntions and to
provide toctical air movemont of combat supplies and equip-
ment within tho combat zone,

ORGANIZATION: The 1%55th fivn Co is organized under TCE 1-77E and hns
the following units attached:

I

1654h Transportation Detachment (Cargo Nelicopter Field
Mnintenancc)

#th Medicnl Dotachnent

208th Signal Detoctent (RADIED) (AVIONICS)
255th Quartermaster Detachment (POL)

#52D Quartormastor Detachment {POL)

#808th Military Police Detachment (K-~9)

¥ Attached Tor ndminiatration and logistics only
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II. DRegional Analysis

A, Torrain

1. The II Corps Tactlecal Zone, in which Dan Me Thuot 1s
located oand in which the 155th fivn renders the majority of its support,
covers an aren of 32,725 square miles or 49% of the land nrea of South
Viotnam., XI%3 weatern border in 342 niles long nnd in common with Lnos, '
in the northern portion of Kontum Province, Combodin and IIY Corps
Tactical Zone. The enstern Horder 1s approximetely 400 miles of congt-
lino with the South China Sen. The aren is 40 miles wide in the North '
and 342 niles wide in the South, This arca 1a politically divided into 1
the Provinees of Kentwm, DBinh Dinh, Fleiku, Phu Don and Phu Yen in the !
224 Division Tactienl Sren and Dorlac, Khanh Hoa, Quang Due, Tuyen Tue, |
Ninh Thuan, Lmn Dong and Binh Thuan in the 23d DTA, Goographically, [
this aroa nay be divided iote three najor areas. ’

a. The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long, flat,
ofton marshy terrain not pore than tuenty miles wide from the sea
inland, This aren in fommed by a serles of numerous river deltas
interrupted by rocky ridge linos running steeply to the sea., This
arca is alnost entirely under eultivation with four ricc crops yearly, }

%» The nountaln repicn extends from north to south aimost
the cntire length of the IT Corps Taslisn'l Zone, DBlevations renge from
3,000 to 8,000 feet w. i the castern slepes quite stoep and the western,
more pradunl, Ruin Corosta cover three quarters of this area with nost
of the romsinder covercd with open diciduous prowth, Cultlvation is
linited to small clenred areas on relatively flat land, Flying in this
area is very hazardous with forcerd landing areas practically non-existe i
ent, ceilings froquonlly very low and windg unprodictnble, !

¢. The platenu repglon is located west of the mountains and
1s conprised of the Fortun ¥lotonu in the North and the Darlac Tlateau
to the South., Thin replon has altitudes ranping from 1,000 - 3,000
foet with gently rolllng hills and rmwh open arco. Where the soil is
not under cultivation, & thick growth of prasa Lo n heipht of cight
to ten feet covers the ground, Whera adequate drainape is provided,
this area will support four vepetahblo cropa yoarly.

2. Tne prineipnl citles of this area are rhan Thiet, Than
Rang, Nha Trang and Qul ihon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains
endd nn Mo Thuot, Ploiku and Kontum on the plateaus. The major routes
of this aroa are:

a, DIoute #1: Saipon - Danang {Coastal Toute throuphout
this aron)

b. Routo #11: Dalat - Phan Bang
e. Routo #14: Snigon - Dan Mo Thuot - Pleiku - Kontum
de Doute #19: Plellw - Qul Nhon
o, Routo #20: Saipgon - Dnlat
£, Houte #21: Dan Me Thuot - Nha Trang |
Tho republic's major rail line parallels Route #1 along its ontire
longth with one spur lino from han Rang to Dalat. The emerging log=-

istleal ond communicationa camplex of Cam Ranh Doy is located between
Than lang and ¥ha Trang.
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B, Veather

1, Weather throushlut this aren ean be divided into
the summer monsoon, June lhrveurh Scptosber, and the winter monscon,
November throush April, with ‘1o months of May and Ostober as periods
of %tranaition, D g The ser monsoon the wind is southwesterly
couping clowd budldups on the westorn slepes of the mountoins, This
reenits in o radny sonson for the platenus and mountaineous arens
duiting tha summer months while the eoaptcl provinces have cleer skies
and good flying weather, ‘he winter monsoon brings a northenstorly
flow with conditions reversed. The constal provinces of Birh Thuan
and Winh Thunn are Little offected by cither monsoon and have genernlly
clear weother the year around,

2, Average rainfell in tho mountnin and plateau areas is
90 inches and on the coastal plain, 87 inches, The tomperatures on the
constal plain ronpe from the mid-70s to the hirh 80s during the roiny
scagon and low 802 to hiph 90s during the dry scason, The mountoins
end platenna expeeienee wenperatures Crom the mid.608 to thie low 80s
doring the Jey sensen and hich 60s to mid-80s dAnring the wet senson,
Winls are noenally gooty ot 10-15 knots with velocity inereasing with
attitude, Suriuco winda up to 25 knots arc freguently encountered,

c, Indigenous Population

1. The II CTZ has a population of approximately 2.5
million people or just over 208 of the population of the Republic
of Viet lom. The mojority of this popmlatlion is loeated along the
coastol plain in the visinity of the coastal eities. The majority of
tnose poopdc are Vielnomese of Chinese oxtracticn,

2. The mountain and platecu rerions are inhabited chiefly
by Montagnard tribosmen wvho are, cthnically, the only native Vietnomese.
Thore are thivhy-vine major tribes and some 150 subordinate tribal
groups of thesc people living in the hirhlsnds of Vietnam, Combodia and
Lanz, Dan Me Thuot 15 the traditional capitel of those peonles. The
IT Corps aren is inhabiled by 500,000 of thesme peeple, The larpost
tribe in this region is the lade whose influonee oxtends from Kontum
to Dlan Me Thuot,
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PITRARATION FOR_MOVEMENT :
On lfS'March Z_Lc}fs'“}, Hendqunrtors, lat Infontry Diviaion, nlerted ‘ Ii
the lst Avintion Datunlien to oropere the Adrmonile Cempony (Uorpany 4) g

aymont TS

0 eket con

¥ bowaz to be the meior wnit of an 2

Coan aleaskilo company, Tield meintonsnce i
2l e detachmont with total

Y icora, and enlisitod meon,

L)
ot

warrent CiF

4
on 16 and 19 Mareh personiel were soleched for nesirmment ta the :
packel Toon Ford ileyv rescurcus ond perienncl shorbare renorked Lo '
AR v Pryey - T -~ i
Facin My Hondemnrlers,  1On 7oh

) ] seing bogon for personnei at Fort
oy o 19 Marah ard continued <hrough 21 Morch, None of the officers
seleetod to comand any of the detachments nor tho gclected compeny
enpinandér for Company A, wevo at Fort idicy at the bepinning of tho - .
POl proceasing, :

On 24 Mar-h, the movemont dircetive wns recelved confirming a
sprfﬂeo PO YT moint Trom Feet Lidley we on mepecifioed desiinntion. !
T i Tand equipment to cecorpeny individnsis was
2 rasaluad in having 4o eoptoct Al personnel
rponnl equijment and unlform requiromonts.

The movement directive specified that all personnel involved in
the move would receive 15 dora lenve prior to doparture, This direc—
tive was reivforecd by thn crpreased deslves of the Cormanding General,
Port Iiley, and o 35 March a majority o tho perzonnal on slation
Wer Toon leave.  orew aedL v th post unmits and
Lo o Breltion to I Aporamnh e assist in comploting i
MM The yroperity beole of Mioon, Wy suvgennt, and severnl koy
pergonnol of the packey wore retained nt Fort [dley to supervise
this preparation and conscquently reeeived no leavo,

By 20 Mareh fhe eqeipment readiness date had heen established
as 3 Apriioand n Ao s to comy ot e of At sorplics and equip-
mento by U paske® eoae i inhed s aess doto was
Irtor vogised oo 2 fpvil and thon 3 bvall,  Boodiment was atill being
iamod %o the pucket on tho alterncon of 3 Apxil, soveral hours after
rail londing woa o have becn eomplotod, hs o result, supplomentary
shipment wos prepared which departed Fort lilley on 5 Ayril,

-

By midnirht on 8 April all newly nasipned personnel and personnel
oen leave were at Fort Riley, Arranpomonts had been made for trans-—
portation, billeting and mcasing of all perscnnel until doparturo,

On 9 and 10 Lipril now personncl wero 0L chocked and Lmmunlzation

and physieal requirements completed for many who hoad not been properly
processed at their prior atations. Scveral personnol changes necessit—
ated by unfulfilled POR requirements wero made on 9 and 10 fpril
resulting in the establishment of a rear detachment,

By 9 April tronsportation arrangements were firm and manifests
were preparcd, The packet doparted by air in throo groups from
Kansas Gity and Manhattan airports early on the morning of 11 April,
arriving at San Dicgo Noval Afr Stntion on the same day, TPersonnel
were trangported dircctly from the nireraft to the USS IWC JIMA,

Sunday 11 April wns spent by Major De Loach in eonference with
the shipa' erow on administrative matters and coordinating manifosts
of peraonnel and equipnent, At this time it was discovered that sovoral
errerg had heen made in shipping and much of the cquipment previously
desipnated to nccompany tho troops had boen shipped to Cdkland Army
Terminal, Inciuded in this cquipment was most of the speelal thoater
clothing and cq.}ipment issucd te tho unit.
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4t 0900 houra Mondny, 12 Lipvril, the USS INO JIMA sailed with
254 Officers ond men from Fort Riley, along with two othor packets
of similar sizme from Fort Drapg and Fort Campbell, Those units were
4 Company, 201st fivm Dn and A Company, 82d Avn Dn. On boord in ad-
dition to cach units equipment woere 77 wnassigned UN-1D hellcopters,
end 9 conex containers with roplacement parts,

On 17 &pril 1965 the USS IWO JIMA docked nt Pearl Harbor, Hawnii
for four hours and took aboard.a linison officor from US Army Support
Command, Vietnam. Poarl Harbor wns the last land scon until the ships
arrival at Vung Tau (Cape St. Jaeques), WUN, on 1 May 1965, During
tranait, oricntations wore hold for personncl and unlt cormanders
were informed of their wltimate destinations., I1ens for debarkation
and movement to destinations wore Qisseminated and subsequently changed
becavse of crowdod port conditions necessitating oarly movement to
destinations,

In the absonce of eny instructions from tho roeeiving commend, the
senlor officer directed that the 77 eireraft Le assipned to the three
packots by tail number in order to facilitate econtrol. It was belicved
at the time the aireraft would bo flown off the ship, inspected for
safoty of flight at Vung Tau, and proceed to destinaticn, On 28 April
processing beran on the 77 nireraft, and by 1800 hours on 30 April all
aireraft except two had been released for flipht, Mesaages were ex-
changed between the ship end US Army Support Cormand, Victnom confirm-
inp errival dote and time and procedures for flylng aircraft off the ship,

Lt 0620 hours 1 May 1965 the first nircraft wns launched from the
US55 IWO JT4L from about 25 miles at sea, The airernft was piloted by
1st It Edward T, Fledger and co-pilot by WO William Crothers, both of
Company 4, lst Avintion Dattalion, Thereaftor ships were loaunched
periodienlly until approximately 1100 hours when tho last aircraft,
including the two roquiring further malntenanco, had »eon lounched,

Upon arriving ot Vung Tow the packet commandors rcecilved instruc—
tions as to movomont of their wnits to final destinations, Company A,
1st Aviation Tattalion moved en masse, less crowchiefs, to Don Me Thuot
on C-123 aireraft, elosing at approximatoly 1545 hours 1 May 1965,

The unit wos met at Dan Me Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsond, Commanding
Officer, 524 Aviation Bnttnlion, and the units' advanced party which
had beon in country approximately 10 daya, [ntlons, tenta, and othor
minlmm eosentinls were on hand at Dan Me Thuot to sustain tho unit

for the firsb several days. Thore were, however, no modical supplios
and no supply of potable water.

On 3 Moy aviators returncd te Vung Tou to piek up the unitls
aireraft, and ercwchicfs, Onec alreraft had been reassipned by US
Army Support Cormand as a maintenance float, leaving the unit with
24 Ull-1Dts,

Vehicles and equipment were due to be shippod to Nha Trang by
LST and then moved overland to Dan Me Thuot, The first equipment,
four conex containers, arrived on 10 May 1965 with thoe first 10
vehicles on 15 May. DUy 26 May all the units equipment had arrived
oxcept two 24 ton trucks and sovoral troilers, Vohicles were moved
in throo groups by Vietnameso drivers,.

The romalnder of May was spent proparing the unit for an oper-
atlonal remdiness datec of 1 June, Weapon kits wero installed on 9
i-15 aireraft (Proviously exchangod for & UH-1D!'a); and protoctivo
armement kita werce installed on 16 UH-1D cireraft,
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Cn 7 May aviators from the 52nd Airlift Plotoon, the 117th fwn
Company and the 119th fom Co arrived nt Dan Me Thuot for & personnel
exchonge with Company 4 te stajyror dates of rotation. Of the officers
and Worrant Officers arriving in the original packet, only 14 remained
with the company after the exchanpe. The oxehange wns made on a man
for man besia with the various units of the Doattalion, Enlisted
porsonncl of nll A (irades were alse cxchanped,

L3 o result of the DEHOS cxchange, an intense tralning proprem was
cstablished by the Company in an effort to qualify the necw avintors in
the UH--1D helicopter., Platoon and company training in formetion flying,
eaple flirhts and company sized airmoblle nssoults were grectiy emphasizod,

20 May caw the arrival of Company L's first “shot pun" (Door Cunner)
plotoon commanded by lst Lt Willliam J. Tracz, The platoon was made up
of volunteers from units of the 25th Inf Div, Tho unit was IDY to
Company & for a peried of 3 months, Their duty was that of helicoptor
door punners while cwrmenting the company's sccurity force,

The unit wos doelared operationally rendy on 1 Junc and bepon
operntiona on that day, In its first month of operntion Company A
conducted six company size operatlons in support of the 234 Divisicn,

During the last weck of Mny the company received lts designation
of "Stapo Conch® with "Falcon" for the armed platoon, During the next
yoor, these eall sirns wore to become familiar in all four corps oreas
of Viectnam, :
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QPFICELS IOMATNING WITH COMPANY 4 , DRI

Mnjor William W, Deloach 067668
Capt. Charles T. Gilmor 04058567
Capt. Leon E, Curry 05306680

Capt, fntheny T, Di Denodetto 02306594,

Capt. Lecnard L., Doswell 78572
1/1t Edward T, Plodger 05411943
1/Lt TDobert €, Elwell 05017923 _
CWO  Willinm H, Goldman W2207733 - AT
CWO Glen W. Mantooth W2206470
CWO  William H, Cleary W3150348 .
CWC  James D. Stellard WI150506
CW0  Charles W, Millard WAL50708
CHO  William J. Fields W3151037
CWO Carl T. Sypniowski W3430112
Annex A,
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LTVANCED DAGTY OF COMPANY A

1. Capt. Leonard L, Doswell
2. 1/Lt Villiem J. Gavin Jr,
3. 1/Lt John &, Gourin

4e 1/Lt Poaul D, Hinds

5. 1/L% Jinmy Willde

6, SFC John B, Stantcn

Annex B,
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STATISTICS OF QUARTRRLY CPRILTIONS '
1. Humber of Serties flowm during preceding quarter: 4026

2. Number of Combat sortiecs flown during preceding quarter: 2063/
3, Mumber of flying hours flown during proceding quartor: 1905 hrs

4o Muhor of pussenpers 1ifted during precoding quartor:

)

232

5. Nunbor of tons of corgo ifted during preeceding quarter: 54 tons

6., Mmber of aireralt rocoiving hits during preceding quarter: 3

Annex G,
I
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This quarter has beon characterizend by may simmificant events and
operationa. On 3 July Company & roccived its first Security IMatoon;
28 lupust Major Deloaeh left the compony, and tho 5th of September brought
about the rotation of the shot run platoon,

Mojor operations during: the quarter in which Company A were involvod
ineluded Due Co, Quang Ni and Phuoe Vinh, Tho Phuoe Vinh operction
involvod clements of the 173rd Airborne Lripade being lifted into War
Zonc "D", nn area north of Saigon which had lonst been n notorious Viet
Cong stronrhold,

EVENTS AND OPELLTIONS

3 July sow tho arrivel of tho 52nd Sccurity Platoon, This plotaoon,
one of the largost in the US frmy, is hendquartered at Fleiku and has
clements attached to cach nirmobile company in the battalion for locnl
sccurdity, With this pleteon, cvory available menns of defensc is co-
ordinated ineluding hunkers, observation posts, roving patrols, mortars,
ground surveillanec infarcd searchlighta, cnd sentry dogs.

& highlirht of 1965 for Company A came in July when the Company was
callod upon to fly the Sceretdry of Defenpe and his party on an inapect~
ion wvisit to tho Lopublie,

On July 1st, Company A wes nlertod for movement to Cheo Roo air-
fi0ld (Coor, DQR35625) for an operation in support of the ARVN Adir-
orne Drigade, & DAVN Tieziment had been leeatod In the mountain pass
southwost of Chee Roo, The mission involved supporting the ARVN
firborno Drigade with airlift of supplics nnd personnel, A socond
mission was given Company A, that of cwncuating a district hoade
quarters noar Cheo Heo which had boon under attack by the Viot Cong
for soveral doays,

Lecauso of the onemy situntion, supplies and ammunition hod not
been sent to tho village for goverrl days. TPrior to decision to ovace
uato the hendquarters, n battalion of the LIVN nirborne bripnde attempted
to rain aceess to the village by convoy, The convoy wana ambushod in
a defile four kilometers southwost of Cheo kico with henvy casunltios
reportod, Vehiclos and artillery wero burnod while tho wnlt wns plnned
down for 20 houras,

The evacuation was plannod for 1500 hours tho following day, and
would e made by Company A, the 119th fvn Co, and the 52nd Airlift
Platoon, fdr Foree AIE's and F-100's exocuted naplom and 20mm strikos
around the village elearing the way for the helicoptors, Company 4
lead tho flisht into the arca, followed by tho 119th 4vn Co and 52nd
hirllft Platoon, MAs Company A lifted off the LZ the Viet Cong began
mortaring the district headquartors nnd the landing zonc, The 119th
was unable to land In the aren because of the intonso mortar and
pround flre in and around the 1Z2. The mlssion was aborted and all
units returned to Chee Lo airfield, Compony A was able to extract
nearly onc hundred and aixty peoplo frem tho villaro on the 1ift,
Alreraft earricd the maximm possible lond with as many as fiftecen
pagsengers on gome hellcoptora,

Tho ARVN Dripade again atbompted a convoy to tho headquarters
after geveral days and nirhts of conatant bombing Ly the Lir Foreo,
The convoy was guccossful andd tho hondquarters wng evacuated by road,
The Viet Cong rogiment, after days of intonso bombing by the 4ir Foreo,
withdrew into the mountains southwest of Cheo leo ending the siege,
Company A was releasod and returned to Dan Me Thuot but several air-
eralt were lefi nt Cheo feo airficld for support of advisory toom.

—dboonicht tho Viet Cong mortared the airfield demaging several
;J;ézfawﬂ VUYN TRy Ag fb.  One UH-1D was flown away during the attack by 1/Lt
7 r L0 cer,  Upon landing at Qui Nhon the erow counted eighty-
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On 2 fupust Company fi wag olerted for movement to Ploilm, The
United States Spocinl Forces Camp of Duc Co hnd beon under siege for
several wecks, whon on 3 fweust operation Don Thang 5 wos conducied by
the 52nd fwm Bn, The operation was in support of the 3rd and 8th Dothale
lons, lst AIWN iirborne Drigede. Elemunls of tho 117th Lvn Co, Company '
A, 119th fvn Co and the 52nd Airlift ilatecon staped from Camp Holloway
Lrmy Lirfield end 1iftod 1150 *roops in six 1ifts to the landing zone
at the Due Co Airficld. Smnll arms and auntomatic woapons firo werc
received in the vicinity of the landing zone, resulting in ono UH.1D
and one UH~1D (&) heing dsmapged with no casunltics.

On 10 fugust, tho units performed en airlanded assault misaion in
gupport of the Sth ARVH Airborne Dattalion, The aireraft ataged from
Holloway Army Adirficld and 1ifted 450 Lroops in throo 1ifts to tho same
londing zone at Due Co Airficld, During the last 1ift, casualtios were
oxtracted and ACCO 1bs of supplics were carried to the ARVN Marine Task
Forece which had previously been liftod to the Due Co Airfield, GClose
air support was provided by cight USLF F-100's, four of which wore
utilized in the prestrike, while tho romaining four were uscd provide
air cover. Small arms, autometic weapons and mortar fire were recolved
in tho landing zone, Two Ull~1L's rocoived hits and ono US door gunnor
of the 119th fwm Co was wounded,

During tho Duc Go operction Company A provided aircraft ench day S
to the 52nd fvn Dn for purpose of resupply, medical cvncuntion, and amall ;f'ﬂ: b
troop placemonts throughout the operational area, Tho sicge was finally AR
broken on 15 Aupust with the withdrawel of the Viet Cong rogimont into A
Cambodia, GCompony A wns relecsed and returned to Dan Mo Thuot,

On 24 fugust clements of A Company, the 121st Avn Go, oand the 50lst
fvn Go from Dien lloa, performed an airlanded assault in support of the
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of clearing highway 21 from Dan Me Thuot to
Fha Trong, Adreraft stopged from Don Me Thuot (East) Airfield, and 1ifted
1257 troops of the Marine Tnsk Foree (AIVN) in five 1ifts to a landing
zono coord DQ120165, Iuring the lagt 1ift into the L%, ono Ul-1D {A} of
Company A experionced o low side governor fallure and erashed inte the
trees in tho vieinity of the L%, The crow wos cvacuated by Ul-2D back to
Dan Me Thuet, The aireraft was pilotod by WO Phillip D, Pottit who
was modically cvacuated to the United States hocouse of injuries, The
alrernft sustnined major damnge,

Close nir support during the operation was provided by four USAT
AILta, Mo hwatile Liro was recolved,  Tho Marino Tnsk Foree wog convoyod
out of the operationel nren at the complotion of the operation, During
the ontire cperation, medical evacuation and resupply alrerall wore
provided by Company A.

The 20th of fupust moarked the ru-casipnment of Compony A's Commands-
ing OLLicer as Lxocutive Officer of tho 52nd fvn Dn, In o bricf chango
of commend ceremony at Dan Me Thuot, Major Fred T. Yamapgata took command
of Compony A, Mojor Yamapata hod been the Exocutive Officor of the 52nd
fam In for the past six months,

On 5 September the lrat door gunncr platoon completed its ninety
day assirnment and returncd to the 25th Inf Div, They were releived
by lst Lt fiuvthur J. LRyoan ond his shotgun platoon, Tho now plataon 5 ‘
congisted of 3 NGCO's and 24 TM, all wero woluntoers from troops 4, D Lo
and G, 3rd Sqdn, Ath Cav, 25th Inf Div, The platoon waa nosighod TDY SRR
te Company A for a poriod of 3 months, ‘ s

The 10th of September marked tho beginning of a period of Compony A's
history in which the unit would be involved in mnjor operations in oll
four Corps nroaa of Viet Nam, in one thirty day peried.

T 920 vevn ~TrerAg | |
’..‘r.f.;ﬂff-‘\/f\/ &_U'Ol.ﬂﬂv A IMNOUSN L LV 00000, |1

1__m_q§14:ssm3;a

———




Pk

On 8 Soptomber, the unit wns alerted for movement to Quang Ngni,
Combined with clements of the 119th fivn Co, Comwany A performod an aire
landed ngsordt end extraction mission in support of tho 5th U8 Speeial
Forees Group. TFifty USSP ndvicory personncl and 210 AIVN Airhamne '
Rangers were: 1ifted frem the strpoficld at Quang Neal to tho londing
zone ol coord DTL37003 in ono 1lift and later extracted in one 1if% from
the same LZ. No hostile fire was received, Close air support wag
provided by elght USAF AIR's utilized for prestrike, and eipht USAF D.571s
were wded for nir cover, The mission wos completed and Company 4 return-
ed te Dan Mc Thuot.,

12 September found Compnany A prepering For movement to Snipgon to
worle with the 1A5th fwm Iine The oporation involved 1ifting elements
of the 173wl Lirborne Drigado and the loyal Austrelinn Degimort into
an arca 5 kilemeters North of Den Cnt. Six air mobilo compoaica plus
4Lir Torce ciomonts were involved in the operation, Tho operotion cone
siotad of nnlcing five 1liftas from Dich llon to an L2 North of Dien Cni.
This orco wos known as '"DY Zone and had long boen a ganctuary for the
Vict Cong,

Aftor the First days operation, Company 4 returned to Saigon for
the nigh® with instructions to return to Phuoc Vinh by 150700 prepared
to stay in the flold the rewmainder of the operation in direct support
of the LRVN Airborne Bripade, The Compoany remained at Phuoe Vinh
throush the 22nd of Soptembor when it wns directod to roturn to Saigon,
Althourh the Compony wie in direct support of the ALVY Airborne Dripade
it was froquently rcenllod te III Corps control to pnrticipate in air-
1nnded assnulis and oxtractions with the 145th fivn Dn., The Company also
provided the 173rd Airborne Drigade with nireraft for rosupply, medical
cvacuation, and small troop ploccements. The mojority of Compony fits
aireralt werc flying an average of 4 to 8 hours o day Llying timo during :
this period. On 28 Beptember the Company was releasod to reoturn e :
[an Mo Thuet, This had proved to bo a long throe day mission,

Prior tn this operation no friondly troops hed becn in the aroa for
over {iftcen yoers, During the operalion a 200 bed hespltnl and supplics
were Tound alonp with an ormunition foctory and tona of ammunition,
Hoavily fortificd Lunlkors and miles of tunnels wore also found in tho
aron nlong with many tons of rice which was rovoved or dostroyed, This
boerre tho first in n scries of major opcrations throuphout this area
involving US troops. A Company wog to roturn te this area many timos,
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fnnex A,

STATISTICS OF QUARTELLY OUERATIONS

of Sorties flown during preceeding quarter: 7970
of Combat sorties flowm Quring precccding quarter: 7522
of flying hours flown during prececding quarter: 4928

of passengers lifted during preecoding quertar: 8559

of tons of carpo lifted during prececeding quarter: 204

of cireraft struck by ground fire during proceeding querter:
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I®IIOD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 65

This gquarter has been highlightod by tho numher of major opcrations
in which Company 4 took part, During this quarler the comnany conbim
to operate not only in the II Corpn arca but aleo in tho IXT and iV
arens, These oporations were milestonos in the strugele arninst the
Viet Congs Such operntions wews the ¥iron Triongle" operation, the
Plei Me Operetion, the Tuy oo rice harvest operntion, and, finally
"Operation Dushwacker" invelving clements of the 1lst Division and the
10ist fMdirborne Dripede in the area arcund tho Michelin rubber planta-
tion northwest of Saipon.

COther events during this peried were the recssipnment of two
company commandera, the rotation of our lant "Shotpun™ platoon, and
the rgdosignntion of Company 4, as the 155th Avintion Company {Airmobile
lirht),

EVENTS LAND OTRRATIONS

On 6 October Company A was alerted for movomont to Snipon, %o be
attached to the 145th fivn Dattalion, The operation involved lifting
clements of the 173rd Airborne Drigade by menas of five aimohile
companics inte twe londing zoncs, in the infamous “Iron Tridngle®
thirty kilometors north of 3aipgon, The Iron Trian{lo had, for more than
15 yoars, been a well known communist sanctunry, The initial oporation
wag conducted by making a troop 1lift into a sccured londing zone to nct
os o blocking force for the mobile eloments which were landed, in four
1ifts, in an LZ twelve kilometers to the west, The area had boen
prestrick by Air Forece D-~52's six hours prior to the asscult and F-100's
along with ertillery of the 173rd Dripade were used to prostrike the
landing zone,

As the 173rd swept through the Iron Triangle they cncountercd fow
Viet Cong Lut found larse stores of supplies, including cnough rice
to feod a VC repiment for four menths, They also uncoverod fresh
ovidence of tho Cortunist!s lonp Tamed tronching arts: tunnela up
to /0 Toot deep and scveral hundred yards leng, with angled corridors
and pnllerics to reodueo Llest offects, air vonts and cmorgency cxits,
Woapons of all makeg and ealibrea were found along with an abundnance of
ammunition, minea and grenedes, Suffieiont medical supplics Yo establish
o ficld hespital were found and recoverod by the ground troops,

Upon rolease from support of the 173rd Airborne Drigade, the company
moved even Carthor south to join with the 13th Avn Dn, At 1200 hours
tho 9th of October, Company A closed at Soc Trang, home of the 121at
Avn Co and Company A of the 501lst Avn Dn. This oporation eon the Delta
involved lifting elements of the 9th and 27th ALVN Division from
Vi Thaph {Coord WR550830) into two landing zonos, A totol of three
1ifts were made into tho areas lifting approximately 1200 troops,
Modcrate ground fire was recoived in both LZts, but no aireraft werc
damaged, At 1200 hours 10 October the Company wns releasod, and roturned
ts Dan Me Thuot,

Aftor arriving at Dan Mc Thuot the Company acttled down for o well
earncd rest, This period of rosh was short lived howeven for at 2200
hours the evening of the 10th the company was alcrted for movement to
Tuy Hoo to support o rice harvest operation, With thirteen troop
corriers and six armed holicopters, the company departed Dan Me Thuct
nwil closod at Tuy Hon at 1540 hours, DPreparations were made for a
throe Qoy stay at the Tuy Moo North Airfiold., The oparatien to secure
the fall rico harvest in tho Tuy Hoa walley involvod a four 1ift
movoment of a mancuver force of the 47th legiment {LIVN) in tho morning
and o two it movermont of a blocking force in the afternoon, During
tha morning 1if. ono armed helicopter experienced a premature rocket
cxplosion cousing extonsive structurnl dimage to the aireraft and badly
woumding IFC Willinm Ables who was evacuntea to Nha Trang and the

Insved States,
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At 1130 hours this smmo dey o "MAYDAY" enll woa rocoived from on
A~1E vhich had been flying tir cover for the operation. The AIE hod
suffered clevator control failure on a strafing run and the pilot was
forced to bail out at sen, A stagocoaeh UH-1D erewod by Captain
Leonard L. Doswoll and CWO Cherles Gibson reseuod the pilet from an
extromely rough sea.

Tho following morning Company A performod twe mors 1ifts with tha
47th DRogimont ond was roleased to return to Nan Mo Thwot,

Cn 20 October Company A departed Dan Me Thuot enroute to Fhu Cat for
& ton day operation, Docause of bad woather tho compony diverted to
Pleilu for the night, Upon crrival the company was told to off lond all
field poor and stond by for a possible 1ift into the Spocial Forces Cemp
at Tloi Mo, This marked the bLeginning of tho largest attack over
launchad by the Viet Cong and cnc of the most Qifficult support missiona
any airmobile company over complotod, Tor the first fivo days, A Company
was tho only airmebilo compony avnilable for support,

The comp had hoen ottacked by an estimated Viet Cong regiment
during the night., Shortly after day broak, it appeared that the V,C,
hed broken contaect and retireds Two medienl evacuetion holicopters
of the 496th Medical Compony with two ermed escorts from the 119th
fvn Co wero launched to rocovor the dead and wounded from the camp,
During the mission the aireraft recoived heavy nutomatic weapons fire
up to calibro ,50 size., One of tho egcort punships was hit and creshed
in fldmee just outside the southwost porimeter of tho camn,

On the merning of 21 Oct, Company A was ealled on to 1Lft 240 ARVN
Adrborne Rangers from Camp Holloway te an LZ four kilemeters north of the
boaioged camp. During tho reconnaissance of tho LZ one UH-1D (armed)
of Company A suffaered mechanical failuro which rosulted in seporation
of the main rotor from the airecraft at 2000 foet absolute altitude,

The helicopter erashed and exploded on impact, The aireraft was
cormanded by 1/Lt Harold A, Troisendofer and piloted by WO Joseph S,
Huwylor, crewchiof and gunner were SP/5 William J. Johnson and IFC
Michnol E. Davis, This crew was the first lost Ly Company 4 in tho
Napublie of Victnam,

About mld-morning on the 22nd of Oetober, four UH-1D's (mrmed) of
Company L were dlspatched to cacort a VNAF Cll-34 in o rosecuc attempt
for a downed AIE pilet., The CH-34 did not attempt the pilot pickup,
beeauso of tho ground fire in the aron, 1/Lt Edward T, Plodger of
Compony A salvood tho rockets from the armed helicoptor he was flying
and aceomplished the pieck-up,

Later in the day a socond roscuo nttompt was made for anothor
downed Air Forco pilet in the vieinity of Flei Me., This roscue attempt
had to be abortod due to hoavy automatic weapons ground fire and darknoss,
The rescuc was offectod the next morning when four UH-1D's (armed) of
Company £ escortod an Air Forco CH-34 into the erash sito;

On 24 October tho 52d Avn Dn wns givon the mission of deploying
40C AIWN soldiers of the 22nd Ranger Dattalion aleong the route of an
Armed Task Torce enroute to reliove tho beslegod camp, Tho troops
wor¢ to secure likecly ambush sltes along the intended route of the
Tasle Forco. During tho 1ift ono holicoptor struck stumps in the LZ
and was destroyed with no injuries,

Monday, the 25th, found Company 4 and the 119th Avn Co, nssisting
the 1st Dde, 1st 4ir Cav Div, in a troop placomont from Comp Holloway
to areny around the Plei Mo Spoeinl Forces Camp.
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On tho 28th, clements of Company & end the 119th extracted the
42nd firborne Hanger Company (LIVN) from ilel Me to the New Fleilm
Airficld marking the e¢nd of onc of the hloodizst battles of the war
in Vietnam, Tost operation intelligence indicntos that Flei Me was

staped by the Viet Cong with o primary purpose of kiiling aircraft,

Following the sicge of Tlei Me the US First Cavalry Division
relentlessly pursued the Viet Cong until in Ia Dreng vwalley “Chorlie™
stoppad to do pitched battle., About this battle, Newsweek Magnzine
said, "In its bloodicst weck to date, the fighting in Vietnam reached
a pitch of savage intensity that US troopa had not experienced since
Koreti, fAmong other honors of war, Communist troops impaled captured
Seouth Vietnomese soldicrs on stalkea, Wounded US troops were shot down,
their comrndes, onraged, shot some north Vietnamese prisoners out of
hand. The bitterest battle was in the shell secarrcd Ia Drang valley,
near the Cambodian border, where US troops reportcd thet they killed
perhaps 1,500 communists during the entire engngement, In the same
erea, o battalion of the US First Cavalry Divieion, was nmbushed, and
ono company virtunlly cnnihileted, Total eatimated US killed in the
Ia Drang fighting was 175,¢

"At Plei Me nnd Ia Drang, the US Forces no longer fought Viet Cong
Geurilles in their black pajamas but rather faced the People Army of
Vietneam in steel holmets ond full hattle pgear.t

Or. 18 November the 52d Avn Dn again joined forees with the 1st
Air Cav Div, in operations in the In Drang valley, The lergest
singlc operntion of tho year. The 119th Avn Co, Company £, and elements
of the lst Air Cav Div transported 2500 II Corps (AKVN) troons from
Due Co Airfleld into the valley na n blocking force., Tho ARVN unit
was lifted into an area which was located between the retreating
Viot Cong and the Combodinn border. This finnl assault on 18 November
was the last operation in which Company fi was invelved in the Plei Me,
Ia Drang aron, The Viet Cong retreated pleco-meal across tho Cambodian
border the battle ended,

In Saipon, General Williom C, Westmorcland proclaimed tho Ia Drang
action an unprecedented victory, US easualtics were "heavier than in
any previous enparrement, but small by comparison with the enemy,®

On 1-2 November, between major misgions in the DPlei Me, In Drong
operation the 52nd Avn Dn supported operntion Quyet Thang 172 ot Tuy-
Hoa, Company fi, the 129th Avn Co and the Marine Helicopter Company
from Qui Nhon conducted an operntion in support of the 22nd Inf Div
{ALVN) in an oporation to arain securo the rice rich Tuy llon velley.
L total of 720 troops were moved in three lifts, under lew cellings
and with poor visibility, The USLTF provided a forty five minute
preatrike on the landing zene, One UL-1D {firmed) wns atruck by
pround Lire but recevered to the stago field with no further ineident,

On 7 November a sccond air landed assault was conducted, The
operation involved air landed iwo battalions of tho 47th Inf regt,
and two battalicns of the Airborne Task Foree, This was a four 1ift
operakion delayad for more than an hour hetween tho socond and third
Lifts hoemane of wenthor. From Tuy Hoaz, the 52nd fvn Un moved to
Iue My in support ol the ARVN artillery sehool in a combined orms
demonstration, Company A provided thirteen U-1D's and six mMi-1D1s
(hymod). The 329%h provided twelve UI-1D's {transport helicoptors)
and six UH-1B's (armod} for the domonstration., 41l oir movements,
Lir Foreo and artiilery fires wore preplanncd and coordinated by the
Ime My Training Center Advisory Teom, s part of the demonstration,
a total of 546 troops were 1lifted on an air landed assoult into mult-
iple L%s, The demenstration ran smoothly and was a grent suceess,
Attending the deoonstration were two hundred hiph ranking observes
honded by Genernl William C, Westmoreland,
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