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FORWARD

Serving as a combat sunvort aviatien unit in the Renublic af
Viet ¥am, the 155th Aviation Company (AML), with its supporting detach~-
ments, 1s similar to the many other aviation units of the same size and
structure. Formed originally as Compeny A, 1st Aviation Battalion.
18t Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vung Tau,
Viet Nam on 1 May 1965. Bringing with them 24 UH-1D's, the company's
advance party was welcomed to Ban Me Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsend,
late commander of the 52d Aviation Pattalion. After muéh preperation and
many training hours, during which the men.of Company A fecame proficient
in the new and demanding techniques'of flving in a combat zone, the company
was declared operational on 1 June 1565. On 20 “ovember 1965 Company A
was redesignated es the 155th Aviation Company (AML),

From the first, however, the airlift platoons were krown as the
"Stagecoaches", while the armed platoon was called the "Falcons." Under
these names, the men of this proud company have snread theig reputation
for accomplishing thelr mission while maintaining the highest of safety
standards throrghovt Viet Mam. From Quang Ygal in the north to Soc Trang
in the south, from the fertile coast to the Cambodian border, they have
flewn over 30,000 hours in support of the allied forces cémbatting the
threat of Communism in Sovth East Asia.

This historvy is dedicated to all those men who “ave served with the
155th Aviation Company since its arrival in Viet "am, witn special tribute
to thoss officers,warrant officers, and enlisted men who gave their lives

in defense of their country.




IN MEMORY
1965
PFC MICHAEL E. DAVIS 21 Oct
"""" WO JOSEPH S. YUYLER 21 Qct
SP/5 WILLIAM T, JOHNSON 21 Oct
1/LT HAROLD A. PREISENDEFER 21 Oct
1066
WO EUGENE W. CASWELL 27 May
WO MICHAEL N. CORYELL 30 Nov
PFC RICHARD E. DABNEY 27 May
WO "AYMOID L. FORD ‘ 29 Mar
, PFC GPEGORY L. MILLER 20 Dec
WO PHILIP C. S{ITH , 29 Mar
PFC JAMES WALKER | 30 Wov
Wo wmmzn J. WILLINGHAM 30 Nov
82/4 JOHW W, WOOD - 30 Nov

. . ]

‘...t.ha.t these men shall not have died in wvain.
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TREFACE

Since 10 Anpust 1966 it has besn m privilege to command the
155th Aviation Company (AML). However, before that time I had the
onnortunitvy to observe this commany for a number of months wvhile asgsigned
to the Ban Me Thuot area, The flexibility of the aviation support
operations and far ranging missions impressed me. I found it even more a

chellenge to command the unit with such an evident display of esprite de

~corps and team ‘effort by officers and enlisted wmen of the company and

detachmenta. During the veriod of my command, this company has supnorted
groumnd and air elements of US and Republic of Viet Nam units in the
Central Highlands. It has been my pleasvre ta,be a mart of this herd
warking combat assault helicopter comnany.

In the future I wish for the 155th the kind of year that 1t enjoyed
so successfully in 1966. Company nilats, crews and aircraft flew a
maximum number of combat hoxrs with outstaﬁding maintenance suprort
behind them, and have produced on of the fineat rnit safety records in
Viet Mam., The men of each srpnorting unit contribrted to the overall
flight record of the comwanwv, and made real history for the ;ast Tear.
Individvally, they deserve special commendation for their participation
in the full vear's efforts of 1966.

It is a privilege to write this nrefade to the 155th's unit history
for 1966. A mnit history which began a good many fiying hours and DEROS
dates ago at Fort Riley, Kansas, and which 1s being made daily here in
Viet Nam in the highest of US Army and aviation traditions.

fiot, y
RLEE%T V. ATAIMSO%ﬁqvady)) .

Major, Imtentry
Coummarnding
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MISSION AND RESQURCES

Mission
The mission of the 155th Aviation Company is to provide movement of
combat troops in alrmobile operations, and to provide tactical air move-

ment of combat supnlies and equipment within the combat zona,

Organization
The 155th Aviation Conpeny is organized under TOE 1-77G and has the
following units attached:

165th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance)
8th Medical Detachment

203th Signal Detachment (RADRED) (AVIONIGCS)

52d Aviation Batfalion Security Section

212th Military Police Detachment (K-S)

¥Air Force Detachment 10, 5th Weather Squadron

’ ) J

# Not attached but in weather and flight planning support with METRO

weathér advisories.
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Regionl inalysis

Terrain

The II Corps Tacticel Zone, in which Ban Me Thuot 1is located and
in which the 155th Aviation Company renders the majority of its suprort,
covers an area of 32,725 sguare miles, or 4% of the land area of South
Viet Nam. Its western border is 342 miles long and in common with Laos,
in the northern portion of Kontum Province, and Cambodia to the III
Corps Tactical Zone. The eastern border is approximately 400 miles of’"
Soastline with the South China Sea. The area is 40 miles wide in the
north and 342 miles wide in the south., This area is politically divided
into the Provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiﬁu, FPhu Bon and Phu Yen in
the 224 Division ARVN Tactical Zone, and Darlac, Khanh Hoa, Quang Due,
Tuyen Duc, Ninh Thuan, Lam Dong, and Binh Thuan in the 23d DTA, Geo-
gravhically, this area may be diwided into three major areas.

1. The comstzl plain is a nerrow strip of long, flat, often

marshy terrain,not more than twenty miles wide from the sea inland.

*
¢

This area is formed bv a2 series of numerous river deltas iwterrupted by
rocky ridge lines rvnning steeply to the sea. This area is aslmost
entirely under cultivation, with four rice c¢rops a year.

2. The monntain region extends from north to south almost the
entire lenght of the II Corps Tactical Zone. Elevations range from
3,000 to 8,000 feet, with the eastern slopes quite steep and the western,
more gradual., Rain forests cover three quarters of this area with mogt
of the remainder covered with open, diciduous growth. Cultivation is
limited to small, cleared areas on relatively flat land. Flying in this
ares is very hazardous with forced landing areas aractically non~exist-
ent, ceilings freguently very low and winds unpredictable.

2
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3. The platemu region is located west of the moumtaing and is

comprised of the Kontum Matean in the north.and the Darlac Flateau in . :~
the gouth. This region has altitudes ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet
with gently rolling hills and mch opon aren. Where tho -woil is not

under ctltivation, a thick growth of.grass, to a height of eight to ten

feat, covers the ground. Where adequate drninege is ~rovided, this area
will support four vegatable crops yearly.

The principal cities of this area ~re Phan Thist, Phan Rang,? |
Nhe Trang and Qui Nhon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains; and

Ban Me Thuot, Pleiku and Kontum on the plateaus. The major routes of

this area are:

Route #1  Saigon - Danang‘(CoasTal Route)

Route #11 Dalat -~ Fhen Rang

Route #14 Saigon - Ban Mo Thuot - Pleilm - Kantum

‘Route #19 Pleilm - (ui Mhon

Route #20 Saigon - Dalat

Route #21 Ban Me Thuot - Nha Trang

The republic's major rril line parallels Route #1 along its emtirs

lengé% with one spur line from Phan Rang to Dalat. The iogistical and

commmicatlions complex 2t Cam Ranh Bay 1s located betwecn Phan Rang and

Bha Trang.

Weather
Weather throughout this area caen be divided into the summer mon-
soon, June through Septamber, and the winter monsoon, November through
April, with thoe monthw of May and October as periods of transition.
During the suvmmer monsoon the wind is southwesterly, ceusing cloud

buildups on tho western slopes of the mounteins. This results in 2
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rainy seagan for the plateaus and mountainous areas drring the summer .
months while the coastal provinces have .eleer gkics and- gond-flving. e-m T
woather. The winter monsoon brings a norhteasterly flow with conditions: =
reversed. The cosstal provinces of Binh Thuan and “Min Thuan. are little
effected by oither monsoon and hevo generally clear weather the yoar
around.

Average rainfall in the mountain and plateau arems is 90 inches,
and on the coastal plain 87 inches. ZThe temperatures on the coastal
plain range from the mid-70s to the high 80s during the rainy season ond
low 80s #o high 90s during the dry sesson. Tho mountring and plateaus
experience temioratures from the mid-6"s to mid-80s during the wet season,
and low 60s to low 80s drring the dry season,” Winds are normally gusty
2t 10-15 knote with velacity increasing with altitrde, Surfoce winds up

to 25 knots are frequentlv encorntercd.

Indigenous Population

The IT Corps Tactical ane has a population of apnroximately 2.5
million people, or just over 20% of the population of the Republic of
Viet Nhn; e majority of this poprlation is located alongjthe coagtal
plain in the vicinity of the citice. The m jority of these meoplc are
Annrmese.

The mountain and plateau regions are inhabited chiefly by
Montagnard tribesmen. There are thirty-nine mjor tribes and somo 150
subordinate tribrl groups of these peonle living in the highlands of
Viet Nam, Cambodia and Laog. Ban Me Thuot is the traditional canitol of
these people. Tho II Corps area is inhabited by aprroximtely 500,000
Montagnards. The largest tribe in this region is tho Rade, whose in-

fluenee oxtends from Kontum to Ban Mo Thuet.

TN
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Part II

SIGNIFICAYT EVTITS A“D OP¥RATIONS

i

Period 1 Jan - 31 Mar

“Genernl:

Company oporetions of this quarter have been varied and widesprend,
From 7 January,when the 155th Aviation Company (AML) moved south to
Tan Son Whut, wntil 10 March, when it embarked on support missions of
tha 25th Infontry Division south of Fleilm, Stagecoaches and Falcong
moved across the lemgth and breadth of South Viet Yem in atr combat
supwort missions.

Major onerations dvrine this quarter invol%ing the 155th included
a large airlift out of Bien Hoz, with othor short supnort owerationg
stagegod from Bong Son, "u Cat and Tan Canh. Also vsed asg staging areas
by the 155th were Camp Holloway Army Adrfield, Pleiku, and for several
brttalion missions in the local area, Ban Ms Thuot Airfiled,

Events and Operntione: :

Gompaﬁy operntions began for tho yeer on 7 January when éhe 155th
wos attached to the 145th Avintion Bottalion at Tan Son Mhut for an
operation in svpoort of the 173d Airborne Brignde. Under the command of
Maj Joseph L, Parlag Jr., the 155th porticipnted in its largest opera-
tion to date. Involving 108 mH-1D aireraft, the mssive airlift wes
strged out of Bion Hoa and consisted of six lifts, seven troons »er air-
craft., Regulors from the newly formed Australian Royrle Brigade con-
stituted a large number of the troop movement. During the operation,
four of tho 155th aircraft were struck by ground fire, three severely
enough to requirc precautionnry landings, The resnonsivencss nnd |
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prevoredness of a well troined wreeker orew was responsible for-anabling )

three of the damaged aircraft to complete the mission and return with the.
compeny to Ban Me Thuot on 9 January, -

General sunport of the 22d Division ARVN was accomplished in an op-
eratién on 14 ond 15 Janvary,with the 52d Aviation Battalion in search and
destroy missions near Bong Son. The company returned to the Bong Son arcna
on é? Januery to continue operations as part of the 52d Battalion. Ro~
mrining through 7 February in suorort of the ARVN airborme brigade, the
1%5th participated in Operation Masher/White Wing, jointly staged by the
US Marines, 1st Air Cavalry Divieion and the ARVN airborne brigade.
Initial flighta wore mede from the Army airfisgld at Fhu Cat.

28 Jenuary and 3 February saw the company .performing battalion
combat assaults. On 4 February Sonmth Viet Nam Premier, Nguyen Ceo Ky and
his party were transported with elght airlift heliconters and four armed

v
@scorts on an aericl inspection of the operationel area. Standby for

reinforcement of the 1st Covalry was the mission of 5 February, but poor

weather conditions forced its cancellation. During the remainder of the
operation?l supmort, the comnany was engaged in general missﬁons‘involviﬂg
resupply and medienl evacuation flights. Major problems drring the weriod
proved to be lack of supply of potable water and fuel for range burners,
Rations and watoer weré received from a unit of the 1st Cavalry DIVARTY at
this time.

From 15 through 20 February the 15°th supported the 3d Brigade,
45th Battalion, 23d Division ARVN in a search and destroy operation north
of Ban Me Thuot. During this time the commeny continued its normal mis-
slons in supnort of the 23d Division and ita Tactiecal Area (DTA)., On

both 15 and 16 February the company wre senttered on multiple scctor

duties.
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One misfortune marred the fine combet mesord-of the company dmeing—- -

this noriod. Two members of the armed platoon demarted their aireraft

after lénding near B Prang on 2¢ Yarch and wandered into an old French
Minefield. Efforts to rescue tho two pilots failed. WO Raymond L, Ford
and WO Philip C. Smith bocame cavalties when they cceidentally dstorated

anti-personnel mines.:
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Poriod 1 Apr - 30~ Jon |

5

General:

Initial days of this quarter were spent bv the 155th in normal
mlission flights around the varios supportod sectors, brt later missions
took the company frrther awav from home buse. The 1st Air Cavelry Diviston
initinted Overrtions Porl Reverc in mid-April to search out and destroy
the elusive eﬁemy in the hezardous Chu Pong mountain range. 155th support
of ground units with the 52d Battellon in this operation coninued for the
rest of the yeor.

Cther quarterly events proved on the minus side ag one compeny

pllot and a young gunnsr lost their lives in the combat zone of Viet “am.

Evonts and Operations:

During the cerlr part of April the compeny flaw doily suprort
missions for the warious units around the sectors and in conjunetion with
the 234 Division operations near Ben Me Thuot. On 16 April the 155th de-
parted Ban Me Thuot to suprort the 34 Brigrde, 25th Infantry Division on
Operaﬁion Poul Tevere. From 16 through 23 April the commany stoged mis-
sions from Tan Canh airfiled. It was during this time that 2 combat

assrult on 20 April resvlted in near castalties for two 155th pilots

when n TH-1D wrg hit by enemy provnd fire. Aireraft commender, Cot

Raymond L, Hardy, Inf, ond pilot Maj Wilford C. Isner, Arty, were both
wounded by o 50-caliber round that entorcd the cockpit, ricocheted off

the armor-plated sants and oxited out the other sido. Both officers were
evacuvated to Army hospitals,and Cpt Hardy wes later sent back to the strtes
for additional recuperntion. Maj Isner roturned to the unit aftor some

convelogeence ot Qui “hon Army hospital.
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During the above actinn of 20 April, an armed helicopter,commanded.

o oo e

by Cpt Robert W. Frost,. Armor;—engnpged an-ememy-S0-enliber-—position and
scored a direct hit with four rock-ts. Cpt Frost was credited with one
confirmod kill and with destroying the gun position.

Myving to Fleilu on 23 April, the 155th operated from thers in sup=-

port of olements of the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division and the ARVN
airborme brignds., Through the period 23 to 30 April, the company wes
nlso involved in suprort of the 23d Division drring Operation Longfellow.
Two airoraft doily, and one addtionally dvring the rogimental size opera-
tions, were sup%lied. Difficulty wrs encountered in meeting this dual

requirement ~nd also providéng ancther aircraft for medical evicuation.

The numbor of aireraft remaining ~t Ban Me Thuot wes generally considered
to be inndeguate. On 30 April the company returned to Ban Ms Thuot and
oper-tions returned to normal.

During the month of May, three aireraft were totally destroved.
An armed helicopter was shot down in o combat asseult north of Duc Co.
The ship burned, but no injuries were sustnined by nersonnel on board.
Two airlift airernft were lost during the last weck of Moy as one eroshed
and burned’ dua to 2 tree strike, killing two US infantrymen. ‘Also lost
were the lives of four CIDG persommel,.while two others were badly burned,
The sceond UH-1D wns lost ns a resvlt of engine fallure over rough ter-

rain. No fatalities or injuries occurred in this aceident. One UH-1D

received three hits from enemy ground fire on a resupnly mission ih May,
but no serious damage or parsonal injury resrlted from this hostile con-
tact.

From 8 Mny through 30 June the 155th operated from Comp Hollowny,
Pleiku in general support of the 25th Infantry Division, with time out

for battnlion operations with the 22d Division ARVN on 19 May in tho *
S e . 9




vieinity of Bong Son, Tragedy struck the company an 27 Mry during a

troop 1lift south of Pleiku near filed base Onsis. WO Eugene V. Caswell

was killed when tho aireraft he wno flying fodled to clear tall trees in

the tekeoff peth from o confined ~rea and croshed. Crew chief, PFC

Robert C. Luees,and gunner, PFC Riachard E. Dnbney Jr.,wore severoly brrned

in the cresh and required medieal evneuvation to Wha Trang. PFC Dabnev

subsequently diad on 3 June while enroute to an Army hospital in

San Aﬁtonio, Texas,

10
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Poriod 1 Jul - 30 Sep

General:

During this quarter, comﬁany nirer~ft moved north daily from tho
Ban Me Thuot orea, until the comnany operations control wns moved to &
filed loeoation in sup-ort of Overation Pavl Revere south of Pleiku.
Nbvertheless; the 155th aireraft continued to provide air supnort to the
234 Division ;n,a number of important operetions ataged from Ba; Mo Thuot.

Events f~llowed a colorfuvl line as company commander,Maj Tarlas,
roceived a Vietnamese awnrd and members of his command wore presented
like recognition for their efforts in assisting the 23d Division in its
bottle agninst the common enemv. A chenge of.coﬁmand ceremony brought
in new leadership, cs the company moved to full support of the 4th In-

fantry Division, newly arrived from the states.

Events and Operations:

The first ton days of July weve spent in the usual support missions
within the loecnl flying area. A dering late afiernoon resgPo of a downed
USAF 0-1E pilot mude by a UH-1D commanded by'CWO Wesley D. Page on
3 July added much optimism to future air-land rescues. Within 20 minutes
from the time the rescue call was received in 155th Operations, CWO
Page's ailrernft wns making the piclep. Fligﬁt Surgeop Cpt James Paulk
wns on boarxd to nssist the dowmed pilot. A light teom of "Fnloon" gun
ships wera dismatched to provide air cover for the rescue.

Inter thot evening the commany'!s airernft were nssembled at
Ban Ma Thuot to 1lift a quick romection force to the scens of the downed
0-1E on a lonely streteh of road nosr the Cimbodian border. However,
poor weathor conditions provented the 1ift, and the plane was eﬁtractcd

»
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the nest day.
July Fourth war p2esed ot home bnso with Vietnamese represontntlives
fron the loecal Darlac Pravince gither-ng to eslsbrete the Declarnticn Day
with the Amorican scrvicemen -+ the ~viction compound. Provineo Finonce

Chief Tri rresented pifts to the command in bohalf of his people for the

' contimuing US offert in opposing Viet Cong agprossion in their aren. The

norning of 5 July saw mem and aireraft of the 155th returning to the
Pleiku area to continue wupnort of ground units thore with the 524 Batta-
lion,

During the peried 6 to 10 July the comny was once more in wipnort
of the 23d Division with the primnry duty of lifting elements fur the
145th Regimert in the Buon Ho area. uuring this oper~tion, five troop

lifts wore nccomplished. Two of the lifts, on 8 and 9 July, carricd

700 rogulers to ground contact with an estimated bottalion sizo Viet Cong .

force in the vieinity of Buon Ho., Only breif'contact was mide the first
dey, but subsequent engtgenents followed the next day with mounbding
casunltiss on both sides. Aporoximately 140 reinforcements as well s
ammnition and supnlics were flowm in thet aftornoon. A body count of
100 Vigt éong was reported by Amerienn advisars near the nctfon, while
freindly killed wrs tormoed light. Cover support provided by tho 155th's

armed "Falcon" nlatoon nceounted for mny of the enomy killed. Ground

troops eaptured enemy rifles, radio oquipment and Viet Cong documents,

 Ho 155th aireraft were raported dameped or hit during the two~daw engr.ge-

nent.

Succossful 155th participation im the eloso gr> nd combat of the

23d mission summort prompted Brig Gen 'wuych Van lManh, 234 Division

Commanding Gemeral, to prosent Vietnamese honors to Ehroe men of the come-

pany on 1 August. 155th Commander, Moj Parlas, rcceived the Victnamese

¢ T . 12 i VIR R
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Gallantry Cross with the Silver Star for his close coomeratisn with--tho o
ARV division stoff and personnel since coming to the command in Docember
1965, To Cnt Frost ~nd 1Lt Willisn 0. Martin went the Vietnamose Cross

of Gnllantry for their nart in sumnoriing ARVY conmb~t cction during Onera-
tion Thang Long, 8 July to 12 Ndy 1966, Ont Frost w~s decorated for
guppressive armed air support which rosulted in killing forty Viot Cong.
1Lt Mertin received his Vietnameso medal far evacuating 26 wournded from
under enemy fire and returning thom to medienl facilities in Ban Me Thuot.

During the ﬁeriod 11 to 31 Jvly, the company returned in force to
coordinate with 52d Batt~lion operntions in suport of the 25th Infentry
in the Fleiku area, Filbld bnse.Catocka was utllized often dvring the
nonth by 155th aircer~ft in staging troap 1lifts-and resvpnly missions.

The some type of mission support cintinued t-rongh August whon the fleld
base was moved to the Special Forces comp located at Plei Djercng,and
later to the division's Forward Supply Area south of there.

With the roossignment of two 155th »ilots, Cpt Franklin E. Pesrce JR.
and Cpt Gernld L. Ziegler, to the 24 Airlift Platoon, 2824 Avintion Come
nany on 5 August, this wnit relincuished further responsibility of admin-
igtrative flights for tho 33d Senior'Advisory tecms. The 2824 airceraft
were nssigned regularly to the VIP flight missions at Bon Me Thuot rnd
utilized the norking nnd refudling facilities awnilable at the aviation
company bose, -

On 10 August Hej Parles relinguished the commnnd of the 155th as
"Stngocoach 6" to Maj Robsrt V. Atkinson, Inf, The 524 Batt~lion Commnn-
der, LtCol Fay Rice, took nart in the exchange of the company guideon.
Aftervnrds, Maj Porlas invitod LtCol Rice to Join Mim in putting tho re-
mining 15 minvtes on U¥~1D, number 64-13545, flwving the aircraft into
the compulsory 1200-hour enginc change. This was o firsf for-thé company

13
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in ongine ondurnonco, and o rority in the Viet Mam comimt zone.

Thrae armed "Faleon" nireroft were agsigned the mission of visual
reconnaiasancee and road clenring from 7 through 12 Sentember in the

hn Trang area. This flight wrs charccterized by dail+ contnet with

Viet Cong, resulting in the destruction of 50 structurcs and 30 cnemy
killed,

Throughout Augnst ~nd Septomber, the 155th spont the majority of 1ts
opor~tional time in the fleld under monsoon clouded skies. Onerating in
connection with £ho 119th end 170th Avintion Comprnies and a 1st Cavalry

(CH-474) airlift unit, 155th pilots proved oxtremely relisblo during the

querter as no mnjor aireraft cccidents occur+ed and no lives were lost.
It was drring this poriod also that the compony orgnnized cnd completed
a move from Ban Me Thuot to Catecke, with its ovm mess nersonnel and
oporatlons team intact. In the futvre, battalion mess and operations
facilities were to switch frequently among the threc commanies in the

Pleiku aron,

14
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Poriod 1 Oet - 31 Doc

Genoral:

Operations in svomort of the 2%th Infantry and the 4th Iafantry
contimied throughout this period, extending to the north as far as Kontunm,
ond as for south as the enemy infested Chu Pong mountoin range. Operations
2lso extended as far wost as the Cambodian border, witﬁ the 155th involved
in a mjority of the missions.

Events pravod to be pleasant on Thanksgiving and Christmns for the
men of the 155th. Both days wore holidnys for the troops and both were
enjoyed fittingly. On 24 Wovomber tﬁe cormnound swirming pool was offi-
cielly opened b the 17th Group Commrnder, Col.John W, Marr, Inf, and
524 Bettnlion Commnnder, LtCol Foy Rice, in ~ ribbon cutting cerencny,

On 24 December the now Battnlion Commender, LtCol Prvl C, Smithey, 1C,
nggisted in ded crting the Crossboﬁ Inn MCO club which contributed to the

relaxational offerings of the aviation cormmound at Ban Me Thuot.

Events and Operntions:

Operation Soarchlight required two gun ships in the Fhan Thiet area
from 7 th%ough 12 October to test tho suitability of using the zion
infrared searchlight during night combat operntimns. Working in cone
Jundtion with oloments of the 1st Cavalry, the "Falcons" hit herd at VG
retivity in keeping Route #3% open north of Phan Thiet and immeiring
onery rico stenling raids.

Airlift platoons of the 155th were involwed in the support of ele=-
ments of the 25th Infontry and the newly ar-ived 4th Infantry. Porsonnel
during this time wore billoted in the tronsit quarters provided at Comp

Hollowny, Pleiku.

15
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© On 23 through=25 October the 155th operated in breif airlift suport

of the 234 Division in the Ban Me Thuot area of oper#tions. During the
last holf of October, five airlift nireraft and two gun ships were as-
signed to US Swecinl Forcos unit loented in the Kontum area. 155th
aircraft nctzd in avintion support during the classified operntlon of
long ronge reconnelssanco potrol actlons. This oper-tion turned out to
be one of the most interesting snd challonging for the unit pilots and
crew members olike.

On 30 October & UH-1D commended by WO Michael N. Coryell and piloted
by WO Wilmer J. Willingham wns shot down while on » resupply mission for
an element of the 25th Infantry ne~r Flei Djer?ng. Croshing to the ground
in flemes, the aircraft had ne survivorsl Also perishing in the aircraft
wore the erew chief, PFC James Walker and tho gunnor, SP/4 John W. Wood.

While in srpnort of operations wosr Kontum in late Cetobor, the
155th wns involved in a rescue of an Air Force pilot shot down by intense
enemy ground fire in hostile territory. 1Lt Richard H. Silva, Arty, and
Wwo BtoPhen B. Birchall were dispatchod in a H-1D with two gunships in
escort to mcke the dangerous nickup of the uninjured nllot ia near derk-
ness. The rescue story made the Pacific Stars and Stripes, and all part-
icipants wero award. distinguished combat nerlal decorations.

Complating the Smecinl Forces suprort migssion at Kontum, the 155th
dispatched onc pletoon of 2irlift ships ond two gun ships to n similar
migsion, Oneration Omege, at Bon Bloch, 25 miles north of Ban Me Thuot.
During that oneration,airernft were diverted from a pntrol 1ift to a
heliconter crnsh south of Ban Blech nirstrip. Mochanic@l failure in =
155th H-1D resulting in n forced landing in jungle terrain crusged air-
ernft commander Cpt Freddie W, Williams ond pilot WO Dennis M. Trux to be
ovncunted to tho Army hospital at "ha Trang., TRapid roactisn by other
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company aircraft dispatchod from Ban Me Thuot made the sucressful rescue
poseible, evon though it was derk. Cpt Williams w's latér evecuatod to
tho states while the other crew members ond three passengers aboard rew-
turned to the comrany from hospit2l recuperction.

On Thanksgiving Day the 155th, minus those persornel involved in
Operation Omegr, enjoyed a breif respito in mission activity at Ben Me
Thuot. The day wns observed with a fly-by,.awards gnd-decorstisns cercmony,
dediention of the new swiming pool and a short intordenominational ser-
vice, followed Eyl& well prepared meal for the men ~nd guests in the on-
listed mess. Mbanﬁhile, Cpt Cherles T. Penses, Inf, and WO James K.Fred-
erickson utilized one UH-1D to fly Gen William C. Westmorelend and party
into Svecial Forces cemps located in the Ban Mo Thuot area. They wore
escorted by two "Felcon" gun ships.

Dacember wns again charactorized by the 155th in Ploike orea opera-.
tions in supnort of the Ath and 25th Infantry Divisions, the 52d Battalion
having taken full responsiblity of those units' air support. Mid-December
saw the termination of Operation Omego at Ban Blech, and the 155th wmas

looking forwerd to a well deserved rest and company reunion 2t home base

over the two-day Christmos truce.

Christmas Eve dey saw the company in full strength at the compound
in Ban Me Thuot. Vietnamese Provinee Sector Chief Col Thanh and
ﬂguyon Van Can, president of the Provineial Committes, heanded a dolognation
which rerecentod n plaqua to the 155th, and othor gifts to all mombers
present,  Some 80 Montognard orphans visited the compound later that morne
ing and were grected by WO Robert Y. Johnson dressed as Santa Claus who
give them gifts of condy., On Christmes day tho men enjoyed a feast pre-

ceded by 2 short religisms service, From then until 2 January,- tho 155th

i ?
roloxed wd rondind £oF the now vonr. o T
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Part ITI
STATISTICS

155TH AVIATION COMPANY (AML)
1 JANUARY 1966 ~ 31 DECTHEZR 1966

Combat hours flown 21,142
Combat sorties 65,768
Total passengors 77,000
Total cargo |, - ' . 3,846 tons
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LINTAGE
155TH AVIATIO! COMPANY (AML)

On 20 November 1965 Company A, formerly of the 1st Aviation Batta-lion,
18t Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kansas, was redesignated s 155th
Avintion Comprny (AML) , having been operntional at Ban Me Thuot, Republic
of Vict Nen since 1 Juns 1965 as part of the 524 Avio otion Battnlion.

The former 155th Avintion Company was nssigned to the 1st Infontry Div-
islon as Compony A, 1st Aviation Battalion upon its arrival in Viet lam

from Koren,
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. | ROSTIR OF KEY PERSOHNEL

is of 31 December 1966
155TH AVIATIO! COMPANY (AML)

i Comonny Headqurriers

Atkinson, Robert V., MAJT 066671 INF Co Crdr

o Floming, Chorlie P, MAT 04005545 I Co X0

.. Hoyes, James B, Jr. MAJ 099329 F Flt Opns Off

.. Botz,,John A, CPT 05710479 INF Intel Off

- S8asser, Henry A. WOl W3151568 QMO Supnly Off
Mewport, Dennis E, MAJ 04026571 CE 1st Flat Cmdr
Colev, Thorrs W. MAT 01880931 CE 24 Plot Crdr
Doyle, John P, ° MAT 072037 TC 3d Plat Cndr

Sorvice Plntoon
Martin, William O. CPFT 05104493 ARM Sve Plat Cmdy

165th _Trang Det

Stephens, Richard B. MAT 081535 T¢ . Det Cmdr
8th Med Det
Paulk, James 7, CPT  p530752, MG Det Crdr

208th Signal Det
Kervohn, Raymond L. CPT 04022958 SIG Det Crdr

212th MP Dot (K-9)
Thomns, Garrison C. SGT RA1,810846 ~- Det Ldr

52d Avn Bn Security Scc
Boker, Charles H, SGT  RA13538%31 - Sec ldr

. -

PREVIOUS 155TH COMPMAY COMMANDERS

DeLoach, Williem W. HAT 067668 ARM 20 Mar 65 - 28 Aug 65
Yomognte, Frod T. MAJ Q2067050  INF 23 hLug 65 - 15 Nov 65
I'npier, Jamos W. MAT 072172 INF 15 ¥ov 65 - 18 Dec 65
Parlas, Joseph L. Jr.  HAJ 01935283 INF 18 Dec 65 ~ 10 Aug 66
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