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PREFACE

This is the history of the 155th Awvn Co (ML), a unit which is a
compound product of modern aeronautical technology and the traditions
of the United States Army. The company originated, at greatly reduced
strength, at Fort Riley, Kansag, upon the reorganization of the lst
Infantry Division under the ROAD cencept, The Company was then 4 Compe
any, 1st Aviation Battalion, 1st Infantry Diviasion. As such it took
part in the US Air Force INDIAN RIVER Excrcises and in the US Strike
Cormard Operation GOLDFIFE I, And os such, it prepzred for and moved
to the Recpublic of Viet Nam. It is during the preparation for this
noveoent that this history begins., '

This history is a contemporary account of ecvents in the 155th Avn
Co. It has been prepared fron operctions orders, after action reports,
daily activity reports, eye witness accounts and informal personal
interviews, all regarding this cospany, The rcezrding of events is
being done by calendar quarters to facilitete conpilation and distri-
bution to nembers of the corpeny during their tour in Viet Mam, The
recounting of events is as objective as possible with the observing,
recording and chronieling 2ll being done by those who also are respon-
sible for accopplishing the assigned oissions. This history was
organized and initiated by Captain John 4, Geurin who Joined this organ-
izaticn as n nenber of its advanced perty in Ban Me Thuot, :

It is ny privilege to cormond this diverse organization of sore
three hundred officers and men, 2t the heart of which is the 155th
4vn Co, ot the time this is written, I salute those men - mechanics,
cooks, clerks, security guards, cormunicetions, medics, aircrewnen -

for whon and about whon this is written.
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KISEION: The nission of the 155th Avn Co is to provide tactical air
novenent of combat troops in airmobile operaticns and to
provide tactical air movemsnt of combat supplies and equip-
cent within the ccmbat zone.

ORGANIZATION:

Tho 155th 4vn Co is orgenized under TCE 1-77E and has
the following units atiached:

165%h Trensportaticn Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field
Maintenance?

8th Mediczl Detachrent

203th Signal Detochment (RADRED) (AVIONIGS)
255th Quarternaster Detachnent (POL)

#52D Quarternaster Detachrent (POL)

*88th Military Police Detachnent (K=9)

* Attached for edninistration and lzgistics only




II. Roglonal Analysis
L. Terradn

1. %the ITI Corns Tzcticzl Zone, in which Ban Me Thuot is
located end in whish the 135%h ivn renders the mejority of its suppart,
covers zn arsn of 32,725 stuzre miles cr 49% of the land area of South
Vietnoa. Tis uzeiern border is 342 miles leng end in common with Lacs,
in the nerthern portion of Kentum frovince, Cambodia and 1II Corps
Tacticel Zene. The ensbern border is approximetely 400 mlles of const—
line with lhe Scuth Giuno #zz, Tue arca is 40 ciles wide in the iorth
and 342 niles wito in the Semth, This area 1s politically divided into
the Provincos of Iontum, Gimh Dish, Floixi, Phu Bon end Phu Yen in the
22d Division Tactieal ircc =ad Darlec, Kharh Hoe, Quang Duc, Tuywn Duc,
Minh Thuzn, Lan Leng and Binh Toman in the 23d DTA, Geographically,
this area may bo divided irto three major oreas.

2. The coastel plein 1s a narrow strip ef long, flat,
often marshy terrain not more than twenty miles wide from the sea
irland, This ewron is farmed by o seriss of nunerous river deltas
interrupted by reskr rilre lines running steeply to the ses. This
area 1s almast enitirely undsr cultivotion with four risze ereps yeorly,

bn Th2 rountcin rericn exiends froao north to couth aimost
the entire lensth of the IT Corpz Tactinal Sonc, Elevations range fron
3,000 to B,0%0 fest with the enstern slopes quite steep and the western,
mora gradual, [nin Lar2s%3 ccver three quarters of this aren with nost
of the remeinfor covered with cpen diciduous grovth., Cultivation is
linjted to smiil cleared arets eca relztively flat land, Flying in this
area is very hazardoun with forced landing areas practically non-exist-
ent, ecellings frequenlly very low and winds unpredictable,

c¢s The plateau regien is located west of the mountains and

is comprised of the For%um rflnteau in the Morth and the Darlac Plateau
to the South. This region hos cliitudes ranging from 1,000 ~ 3,000
feet wlth gently roliifag Lills and much opeu =rzz. YWhere the soil is
not under cultivaticn, o thick growth of grnss Lo a heipht of eight
to ten feet covers the groumd, Where adegnate ¢rzinage 1s provided,
thls area will support four vegetable crops yearly.

2, The prineipal citles of this area are rhan Thiet, Fhan
Rang, Nha Trang and Qui thon on the coastzl plain; Dalat in the mountains
tnd Dan M2 Tawot, Pleiku cnd Kentun on the platecus, The najor routos
of this ares are:

a., Iloute #1: Saigon - Danmang (Coastal Route throughout
this oree)

b. Qoute #11: Dalat - Phan Rang
ce Houte #14: Salpon - Dan Me Thuot - Flelku « Kontun
de Route #19: Pleiku - Qui Nhon
a, Route #20: Saigon - Dalat
f. HRoute #21: Dan Me Thuot - Mha Trang
The republic's major rail line parallels Route #1 along its entire
length with one spur line frem rhan fiang to Dalat, The emerging log-

istical and cormunications complex of Gam Ranh Cay is located botwoen
Iman Liang and tha Trang,




L. Weather

1. Wezther throushlut this 2res can be divided into
the sw—2r mensoon, June through September, ond the winter menscon,
Novenber throuch 4pril, sith the menths <f May end October as periods
of transition, During the summsr monsocr the wind is southwesterly
causing cloud buildups cn tne western slecpes of the mountains, This
resulis in o roiny seascr for the plateaus and rountzainecus areas
during <he summer months while the cozstel provinces have clear skies
and goc2 flying weather. The winter monscon brings & northezsterly
flow wizn conditions reverscd, The coastel previnces of DBinh Thuan
and Firh Thuon are 1little cZfected by either mensoon and have generally
¢lear weather the year around,

2., Aversge rcinfezll in the zcountoin end plateau aress is
90 inches and on the coastzal plain, 87 inches. The temperatures on the
coastal plain range from the mid-70s to the high 80s during the rainy
season and low 8Cs to hich 90s during the dry season. The mountains
and plateaus experience fenperatures from the mid-60s te the lecw 80s
durinz the dry season and kich 60s to nid-8Cs during the wet senson,
Winds ers nomelly gusty at 10-15 knots with velocity increasing with
eltitude, Surfuce winds us to 25 knots ere frecuently encountered.

¢. Indigenous Terulation

1. The II CTZ has 2 population of approximately 2.5
millicn zeople or just cver 20% of the pozulaticn of the Republic
of Viet llem, The mojority of this population is loceted along the
coastel rtlain in the vicinity of the coastal citles. The mejority of
these people are Vietnomese of Chinese extraction,.

2. The meountain and plateau regions are inhabited chiefly
by Mentagpmard tribesmen who are, ethnically, the only native Vietnamese,
There cre thirty-nine major tribes and scome 15C subordinate tribel
groups ci these people living in the highlands of Vietnam, Cambodia znd
Lacs, Iz2n Me Thuot is the traditicnal capitol cf these people. The
II Corps area is inhabited by 500,000 of these pecple. The largest
tribe in this region is the Rade whose influence extends from Kontunm
to Bon te Thuot,




CTEDARATION. FOR MOVEMENT

Cn 18 March 1745, Haendquarinrs, ls* Infantry Division, alerted
the lst Lvlati~n Dotvalicn to premnce She ilimobile Camganer (Corpeny A)
fer caplowment ©~ UELUIUS, Goaptry b was to be the mnicw wsis af am
girmztilo poekel oomsiuting of ap adrmoille corpany, 'ield m+intorance
tment, 2rd melicnl detachmen® wish totu]

Cavazzment, &imnl detar

nta
surerguh to be 251 officers, Varrant (ificers, and en”isted men.

cn 18 end 19 Moxch personnel were selected fer nzsi-nment to the
packet from Fort Riley rnsowrces and personnel ghertrre ronsrted to
riltih Lrmy feadtutrters. TG proscssing cogan for persorral at Fort
Filley ea 19 lersh ond continued chrough 21 Merch, HNone of the ofiicers
sclzetod o comond cny of tho detachments nor the selected company
eoimendsr for Company 4, were at Fort Riley ab the beginning of the
'L processing. )

Cn 24 March, the covement dircctive wns received confirming a
surface meve of equimmant from Tort Dlliey tc on unsmecifind destination,
Tha ranuitonent TR prpn G ares{pmanint ACTIO == 2 e apd .

< EERLARGHENT Lo cocihing and eqilimmit to accompony individucis wos
trmenn af this time,  fads recultod in howing %5 contoe: aiid personnel
villle on leave to amend perssnol ogquipment and unitsim rejuirements,

The movenent directive specified that all personnel involved in
the move would receivs 15 days leave prior to departure, This direc-
tivz wes roinforcnd by the expressed decires of the Commanding General,
Fors Miloy, and ¢n 2% Marsh o najerity of lhe persenn=l zn siation
were reicnsed en leave. ALrrangencnts weire made with pest wmits and
the Ist Lylaticn Lindialion Yo furnich rersonucl to assist in completing
Uk, The properyy book offiser, supply scroennt, and several koy
peraonnel af the packet were retained zt Fort Riley to supsrvise
this preparation ond consequently rcceived no leave,

Dy 25 March the eguipment readiness date had been esteblished
ag 3 April oand o dasdiire %o complate insue of all supplies and ogquip-
mens ta the packed ecteblished as 31 Moroh, Tho reniiness date wea
arar reviged to 2 April ond then 3 4April. Equipment was still being
insuad to the poerst on the ofternoon of 3 April, several hours after
rall lozding wrs to have been completed. - As o result, supplementary:
shifment was prepared which departed Fort liley on 5 Ayril, '

Dy midnirht on 8 April 6ll newly assipned porsonnel and perssnnel
on leave wera ot Fort Riley, Arrangements had been made for trans-
portation, bilizting and messing of all perscnnel until departure,

On 9 and 10 ipril new personnel were IOL checked and irmunization

ond physical requirements completed for many who had not been properly
procoessed at thelr pricr stations. Several personnel changes necessit-
ated by unfulfilled POil requirements were made on 9 and 10 April
rosulting in the establishment of a renr detachment,

Cy 9 April transportation arrongements were firm and manifests
were prepared. The packet deperted by cir in threo groups from
Kansos City and Maonhattan airports early on the morning of 11 April,
arriving ot San Diege Naval Alr Station on the same day. Personnel
were traonsported directly from the aircraft to the USS IWO JIMA.

Sunday 11 April was spent by Mojor De Looch in conference with
the ships! crew on administrative matters ond coordinating manifesta
of persconel and equipment., At this time it was discovered that several
errzra had been rmade in shipping and much of the cquipment previously
desirnoted to acecompany tho treops had been shipped to Ockland Army
Terninzl, Ineluded in this cquipment wvas most of the speeinl theater
clothing and e¢.irment issued to the unit, .




MOVEME T

Lt 0900 houra Monday, 12 Lipzil, tho USS IWO JIMA satled with
254 Officers an men from Fort Rilcy, clong with two other pachketa
of similar gizo from Fort Zropp wnd Terd Compecll.  Thege uwnits were
A Compexny, Li¥st fm Zn ond A Compony, 24 Avn otn, On oszrd in ad-
dition %9 ecch uniis cquipmont wore 77 unoasizned Ul-10 helicopters,
end 9 conex ecniziners with replocement perts.,

On 17 &zril 1965 the USS IWO JDHMA Zocked ot recrl Harbor, Howaii
for four hovrn cnd took akoard a liaison officer from US Lrmy Suppert
Cormand, Vietrenm, Ienr) Horbor was the last land seen until the ships
arrivel ot Tung Tau (Cape St. Jacques), LV, on 1 May 1963, During
trensit, ordicntations wore held for persomnel cnd unit comianders
vare infermed of their ultimate destinctions. Tlans for deborkztion
and movement te destinations were disseminated and subsequently cnanged
becavuse of erowded port conditions necessitzoting early movement to
desiinations, '

In the absence of any instructions from the receiving commrnd, the
senioxr cfficer directed that the 77 circraft be cssipned to the three
pockets by toil numbor in erder to facilitate centrol. It was belioved
at the time the aircraft would Be flown off the ship, inspected for
safety of flipght at Vung Tou, and proceed to destinaticn., On 28 April
processing began on the 77 aircraft, and by 1800 hours on 30 April all
alreraft except two had been rsleased for flight. Messages were ex-
changed between the ship end US Army Support Commcnd, Vietnom confirm-
Ing errivel date and timo and proccdures for flyinc aircraft off the ship,

At 0420 honrs 1 Moy 1965 the first aireroft was launched from the
135 INC JEiL from aenut 25 miles at sea, The circraft was piloted by
lst Lt Edward T. Fledger znd co-pilot by WO William Crothers, both of
Company 4, 1st Aviation Dnttnlion. Therseftsr shipa were launched
periodically until approxdzately 1100 hours when the last aireraft,
including the two requiring further maintenance, had been lavnched,

Upon arriving at Vung Tau the packet commanders received instruc—
tions as to novement of their units to finel dostinations. Company 4,
lst 4viction Lattalion mevad en mosse, less crewchiefs, to Dan Me Thuot
on C~2% aireraft, clesing at approximately 1545 heours 1 May 1965,

The unit weos met at Dan Me Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsend, Commanding
Officer, 52d Aviation Dattalion, and the units' advanced party which
had bteen in ccuatry appreximately 10 days, PRaticos, tents, and other
nin*mn essen%ials were on hand at Dan e Thuot to sustain tho unit

for the firs% several days. There were, however, no medical supplies
end no supply of potable water,

Cn 3 Moy aviators returnod to Vung Tau to pick up the unit!s
nireraft, and crewchiefs. One aircraft hod been reassigned by US
lamy Support Commond os a maintenance float, leawing tho unit with
24 UH-1D's, i

Vehicles and equipment ware due to Le shipped to MNha Trang by
LST and then moved overland to Dan Me Thuot. The first equipment,
four eonex containers, arrived on 10 May 1965 with the first 10
vehicles on 15 Meoy. Oy 26 May all tha units equipment had arrived
except two 2} ton trucks and several trailers., Vohicles were moved
in thres groups by Vietnanmeso drivers.

The remcinder of May was spent preparing the unlt for an oper-
ational readiness dote cf 1 June, VYeapcn kits wero installed on 9
Ui-12 cirercss {Troviously exchanred for 8 Uii-1D's); and protectivo
arpcment kits were instclled on 15 Uil-1D eireraft.




On 7 May aviators from the 52nd Airlift Platoon, the 117th Awn
Company and the 119th Avn Co arrived ni Dan Me Thuot for & personnel
exchange with Cempany A tc stagzcr datos of rototion., Of the officers
and Werrant Offieers arriving in she orisincl packet, only 14 romained
vith the corpony zfter the cxchance. The exchenge wos m2de oa o men
for man bosis with the varicus units of the Dottaiiern. Enlisted
rarsonnel of 21l L grades were zlso exchanged,

bs o result cf the DEROS exchange, an intense troining progrom was
established by the Compeny in an offert tc qualify the new aviators in
the Ud-1D helicopter, Ilatoon and compeny training in formation fiyving,
eagle flichts and company sized airmobile assaults were greatly emphosizaed,

20 Moy sav the arrival of Compeny Als first ¥shot gun® (Dooxr Gunmer)
platoon cormended by 1lst Lt Williom J, Tracz. The platoon wos made up
of moiunteers fron units of the 25th Inf Live Tne unit was TOT +o
Cerpony & for o period of 3 months, Thair duty was that of helicopter
door gunmners while curmenting the compeny's security force,

The unit was declared operctionally ready on 1 June and began
crerations on that day. In its first menth of operation Comopany 4
conducted six conpeony size operations in support of the 23d Division.

During the last week of May the ccmpany received 1ts designation
of "Stage Coach" with "Falcon" for the armed platoon, During the next
year, these coll sipms were to become fomildar in 2ll four corps areas
of Vietnam,




OFFICELS [RMAINING WITH COMYLITY A

Majer Williom W, Teloach 067666
Cart, Charizs T, Gilmer 040585547
Gapte Lecn E, Curry 05306680

Cart, Anthenr P, Di Cenedetto 02305594

Copt. Lecnzrd L. Doswell 078572

1/Lt Edéward T. Pledger 05411943
1/1t [Dobert C. Elwell 05017953
CWO Williem H. Goldman W2207733
CWC Glen W, Montooth W2206470
CWO0 Willion H, Cleory W3150348
CW0  James D, Stellard W31505C6
CWO Charles IW » Millard W3150750
CWO  Williem J. Fieléds W3151037
CWO Carl T, Sypniewski W3430112

Annex &,




LIVLNCED ILiTY OF CGPANY A

l. Capt. Leonerd L. Zoswell
2. 1/Lt Williem J. Gavin Jr.
3. 1/Lt Jekn L. Geurin |
4a 1/Lt Paul 3. Hinds
5, 1/L% Jimmy Wilkie

6, SFC Jchn £E. Stonten

Innex 3,

Company 4

25th Inf Div
119th Awn Co
117th Avn Co
119th Awn Co

Compony 4




l. lFumber
2. Ihmber
3. lhumber
4e Mmber
5. lhmber
6. HNumber

Annex C,
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STATISTICS CF QUARTERLY OTPERLTIONS
Sorties flown Jdurinr precedin; quarter:
Combat sorties flcwn during precedins ouarter:
flying hours flown during preceding guorter:
passengers lifted during preceding guorter:
tons of corpgo lifted during precedinz quarter:

aireraft receiving hits during precedin; quarter:

4026
2634
1905 hrs
2332

54 tons

3
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This quarter has bt:on chorocterized by many aimificant events and
eperations. Cn 3 July Compeny & recoived its first Security Flztoon;
23 Lusust Major Delocehr left the compeny, an2 the 5th of Septemtsr brought
gbcut <ho rotation cf tha shet sun platoon.

Major operations Jurins the guarter in which Compeny A were involved
ineluded Lue Co, Quans i and Thuoe Vinh. The Phuoe Vinh operation
invelved elements of the 17312 Lirborme Iripade being 1ifted into Yar
Zonc "2Y, ar area north of Sciron which hod long been o notorious Viet
Congz stronghold,

EVENTS 41D OTELLTIONS

3 July saw the arrival of the 52nd Security Platoon, This sletoon,
one cf the larpest in tke US frmy, is hecdquertered at Tleilu and has
elemerts attached to eceh acirmobile compeny in the beottalizn for local
sccurity. With this plstoon, every available means of cefensc 13 co-
ordincted including bunkers, obsarvotion posts, roving patrols, mortars,
ground surveillance inforcd searchlights, and sentry dogs,

A hirghlirht of 1965 for Company L camre in July when the Cozpony was
called upon to fly the Secretary of Defense and his party on on inspect-
len visit to the Republiec,

(a July 1st, Compony 4 wes alerted for movement to Cheo fico cire
field (Coor. CQ235¢25) for an operation in support of tho ANVN Aire
borne Irigade, 4 TAVH lesiment hed been locatod in the mountain poss
southwest of Choo lieo. Tho nission involved supporting the ARVN
hirborne Drignde with cirlift of supplies and persomnel. &4 sccond
nission was given Compony 4, that of evacuating a dlstrict heod-
quarters noar Cheo lieo which had becn under attack by tho Viet Cong
for several doys.

Eecause of the encrpy situation, supplies and ammunition hod not
been sent to the village for severcl deys. Irior to decision to cvape
uatc the headguarters, « battalion of the LRVN cirborme brigade cttempted
to rain access to the villege by cenvoy. The convoy was anbushed in
a defile four kilometers southwest of Cheo lLieo with heavy ccsualties
roportad. Vehicles and artillery were burned while the unit was pinned
down for 20 hours,

The evacuation was planned for 1500 hours tho following Zay, and
would e pade by Company &4, the 119th Avn Co, and tho 52nd Airlift
Platocn, Adr Force LIE's cnd F-100's executed neplem and 20mm strikes
crouns the village clearing the way for the helicopters. Company 4
lead the flisht into the area, followed by the 119th Avn Co and 52nd
hirlift Platoon, 4s Ccapony & 1iftad off the LZ the Viet Cons bezan
mortzring the district headquorters and the landing zone, The 1i9th
was unablo to land in tho area because of the intense mortor and
freund fire in and orousl the LZ. The nission was aborted and cli
units returned to Cheo iwo anirficld, Company 4 was able to extroct
nearly one hundred ond sixty pzople from the villarc on the lift,
Mrereft carried the nodmum possible load with as many as fiftcon
Fassengers on somo helicopters.

Tho ALWN Dripgode arain cttempted 2 convoy to the headquarters
after several doys =ond richts of constant bombting by the fir Foree,
The convoy was suesossfil an? the hozdouarters was ovacuated by road,
The Vizt Cong reginent, after doys of intense bombing by the Air Force,
withdrss into the mountwins soutawest of Cheo Reo ending the siega,
Cempons A wam releansed ond returned to Can e Thuot but several cir-
er=it were left nt Chec iweo airfield for support of eslvisory tenc,
LDuwring the night the Vist Conz mortarcd the airfield damoging severzl
of tre aircr=ft, Cme UZ-1D was flown away during the attack by 1/L%
Edweré T. Tledger. Upern landing ot Qui Nhen the crew counted eizhty-
four Iragnent holeo in-tho airzraft,




On 2 Lugust Company ~» was zlerted for movement to Pleilou. The
United States Specizl Forces Camp of Duc Co had been under siege for
severcl weeics, when on 3 Avgust operztion ion Thong 5 was conductsl by
the 52ad 4vn On. The operciion wns in suprort of the 3rd and 6in “-4:ala
iona, lst ALY idirborme Irigade. Elements of the 117th ivn Coa. LoTinny
4, 119th Lwn Co and the 52nd Lirlift Plotoon staged from Camp Helloway
Lrmy hirficld and lifted 1150 troops in gix 1ifts to the londing none
at the Dus Co Afrfield. Sunll arms and autematic weapons [ire wer:
received in the wieinity of the landing zone, resulting in one Uii-iD
and ona UH-1Z (4} being demoged with no casucliies,

On 10 August, the units performed on airlended assault mission in
support of the 5th ALVN Airborne Dattaiion., The aireraft stoged from
Hollowzy Amy Airficld and lifted 450 troops in three 1ifts tc the same
londing zone at Due Co Adrfield. During the last lift, casualties were
extracted and 4000 1bs of supplies were carried to the ARVH Marine Task
Foree which had previously been lifted to the Due Co hirficld. Clese
air support was provided by eight USLF F-100's, four of which werc
utilized in the prestrike, while the remaining four were used provide
air cover., Spell arms, automatic weapons and morter fire were received
in the landing zone, Two UH-1G's rccoived hits and one US door gunner
of the 119th Lwn Cc was wounded,

During the Due Co operation Company A previded aireraft each day
to the 52nd fvn In for purpose of resupply, medical cvacuotion, and small
froop placements throughout the operationzl arez. The siege was finally
broken on 15 August with the withdrowsl of the Viet Cong regiment into
Cambocia. Compony 4 was relecsed cnd returned to Dan Me Thuot,

On 24 August elements cf A Compeny, the 121st Avn Co, cnd the 501st
hwm Co from Dien Hoa, performed an airlanded assault in support of the
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of clearing highway 21 from Don Me Thuct to
Mha Trzng. Adreraft stoged from Bon Me Thuot (East) Airfield, and 1ifted
1257 troops of the Mzrine Tosk Force (ALUN) in five 1ifts to a landing
zone coord [Q120165, During the lost 1ift intc the LZ, one UH-12 (A} of
Company A expericnced a low sido governor failure and erashed intc the
trees In the vieinity of the LZ. The crew wes evacuated by Ull-1D bzck to
Don Mc Thuot. The aircraft wes piloted by WO Phillip D, Pettit whe
was medically cvacucted to the United States beccuse of injuries. The
aircraft sustained majfor domnge,

Close air support during the operation wcs provided by four USLF
4TE's, Mo hostile fire was received. The Marine Task Foree wes convoyed
out of the operctisnal arec ot the completion of the operation, Lmring
the entire cperction, medical evacuation and resupply circreft wers
provided by Company A.

, Thoe 26th of August marked the rs-cssignment of Company il!s Cc—mand-
ing Cfficer o3 Exccutive Officer of the 52nd 4ivn Cn. In a bricf change
of cormond cerenony at Den Me Thuot, Major Fred T, Yomagata tock cormand
of Compeny i, Major Yomagata hod been the Executive Cfficer of the 52nd
ivn Tn for the past six menths.

Cn 5 September the first door gunner platoon completed its ninety
day assigrment ond returned to the 25th Inf Div. Thoy were releived
by 1st Lt Authur J. iiyan ond his shotgun platecn. The now Tlatoon
congisted of 3 1ICO's ond 24 EM, 2ll wero vnluntecrs frem troops 4, C
and C. 2rd Sadn, 4th Cav, 25th Iaf Div, The platoon was assigned TOY
to Cecrmpany 4 for a period c¢f 3 months,

The 10th of Scptember marled the beginning of a poriad of Caopoany L's
hister:s in which the unit would be involwved in major operations ir all
four Corps creas ¢f Viet Mam, in cns thirty ay peried,




On 8 September, the unit was 2lerted for movement to Quang. lgai
Combined with elements of tho _l°*h Lva Go, Componyr 4 performed zn aire
londed asszalt end crtraetizn miszion in mipport of the 5th U5 Sneeial
Foresa Gromun, TASUy USES aiTi“““* rersenncl and 210 LT Lirborac

Rapzers were 1ifwcd Imenm ths stagelield ot Quomg Fgol to tos londing

zene ah extrd 221373“3 in c=a 1ift and later extracted in ona 1ils from
the scrn Wi, I hestile fizz wos received., Clese air suprort wos
proviicd -~ eignt Uy"* Al iz utilized for prestrike, and gight U/ Du571s

wore usel Tor air cover, Tae miszion uss ccmpleted and Cempany £ return-
ed to Ean 2o Thuaot.

12 Sernteonber found Cempoeny A preper ing for movement to Saigen to
work witlh the 1/5th Lvn Irn. The oworaiinn 1nvolved lifting clements
of the 173:rd Lirborne Drignde and the loynl austrelian Regiment into
an gran 5 kilcmeters North of Den Cot., Sir oir mobille ccmpuqiﬁ' plus
Lir Force eleoments were invelived in the operztion. The o;e:: ion ¢on-
sisted of moleing five 1lifts from Tien Hoa to an LZ North of Dien Cos,
This crea was known cs "DV Zone and hﬁd long been a scneluary feor the
Viet Cong. L

After the first doys cperation, Company A returned to Saigen for
the night with instructions teo return te rhuzc Vinh by 150700 prepared
to stay in the field the remcinder of the operztion in direct susrort
of the ARVY Lirborne Dripade, The Ccmpany remcined ot huoc Vinh
thrcugh the 22nd of September when it was directed to return to Saigon.
Althoush tne Ceompony was in direct support of the ALVYN Airborme Drigade
it wns frecuently recclled to III Corps contrel to participate in cir-
landed asscults and extracticns with the 145th Avn Dn. The Cempony also
provided tne 173rd Airborme Irisade with aircroft for resupply, medical
evocuation, and small troop plocements, The majority of Company A'ls
aircraft wsre flying on aversce of 4 to 8 hours e day flying time during
this period, On 28 Beptember the Company was releasod to return to
Dan Me Thuot. This had proved to be a long three day mission.

Prior to this operaticn no friendly troops had been in the orea for
over fifteen yeors. During the operation a 2C0 bed hospital and supplies
wvers found along with an crmmumition foctery and tons of ammunition,
Heavily fortified bunkers and miles of tunnels were also found in the
arec along with many tons of rice vwhich wes revoved or destroyed, This
became the first in a series of major operations throughout this area
involving US troops. A& Company wos to return to this aree many tines,




1. Imber
20 Ihxzber

3. lNober

4L~ Humber
5. Mumber
6, IMuober

lnnex A4,

STLTISTICS COF GUARTERLY CIERATIONS
of.Sorties flowm dwring procceding quarter: 7972
cf Ccombot sorties flowvm during preceeding quarter:
of flyiny hours Ilcowm <uring preceeding quarter:
of passengers lifted during rreceeding querter:

of tons of carge lifted during preceeding quorter:

of cireraft struck by ground fire during preceedirg gqunrter: 87
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TERICD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 65

This quarter has beon highlirhted by the nmmber of mejor operations
in which Company L took part. During this quarter the company continusd
to vparate not only in the II Corps area but alse in the III and IV Corps
areas. These operations were milestones in the struggle ageinst the
Viet Cong. Such operctions were the "Iron Triangle" operation, the
Plei Me Operation, the Tuy Hoa rice harvest operntion, and, finally
“Operation Dushwocker” involving elements of tho lat Division and the
101st sirborme Drigede in the area arcund the Michelin rubber planta-
tion northwest of Saigon.

Other events during this period wore the recssigmment of two
: y commondnrs, the rotation of our last "Shotgun" platoon, cnd
the rr;de:ir_mntian of Compony L, as the 155th Aviation Company (Airmobile
Iight).

EVENTS AND OVERLTIONS

On 6 October Company A was alerted for movement to Saigen, to be
attached to the 145th fivn Dattalion, Tho operction involved lifting
elements of the 173rd Alrborne Drigado by menas of five mirmobile
companies into two landing zones, in the infomous “Iron Tridngle®
thirty kilometers north of Salgon, The Iron Tricngle had, for more than
15 years, been a woll lmiown commmist sanctuary, The initial operation
was conducted by making a troop lift into a secured landing zone to act
as o blocking force for the mobile eloments which were landed, in four
lifts, In an LZ twelve kilometers to the west, The aroa had been
prestriglk by Air Force D~52'a six hours prior to the aascult and F-100Q's
along with artillery of the 173rd Drigode wore used to prestrike the
londing zome,

&s the 173rd swept through the Iron Triangle they encountered few
Viet Cong but found large stores of supplies, ineluding enough rics
to feed o VO reginent for four months. They also unoovercd fresh
evidence of tho Coomumnist's long famed trenching arts: tunnels up
to 40 feet deep nnd sevoral hundred ynrds long, with angled corrdidors
and golieries to reduse blanst effeets, nir vents and smergency exits,
Weapons of all makes and cnlibres wers found along with an abundance of
ammunition, mines and grenados, Sufficient msdicel supplies ta establish
o field hosapital were found ond recovered by the ground troeops,

Upon rslease from support of the 173rd Airborme Drigoads, the compony
moved oven farther south to join with tho 13th Avn Dn. 4t 1200 hours
the 9th of Cetober, Company A closed ai Soc Trang, home of the 121st
Avn Co and Company A of the 501zt Avn Un, This cporation on the Deltia
involved lifting elements of the 9th and 27th AGVN Division from
Vi Thanh (Coord WR550830) into two landing zones. A total of three
1ifts were made into the arcas lifting approximately 1200 troops,
Moderats ground fire wos recoived in both LZ3's, but no aircraft were
damnged, At 120Q hours 10 October the Coopany wos released, and returned
to Dan Me Thuot,

After arriving ot Dan Mo Thuot the Company settled dowm for a well
earned rest, This period of rest was short lived however for at 2200
hours the evening of the 10th the company wns alertad for movement to
Tuy Hoa to support o rice harveat operation, With thirteen troop
carriars and six armed holicopters, the company departed Dan Me Thuot
and cloaed at Tuy Hoa ot 1540 hours. [Preparntions wers made for a
three dny stay at the Tuy Hoa North Airfield, The operation to sscure
tho fall rice harvest in the Tuy Hoa valley involved a four 1ift
movement of a panouver force of the 47th Regiment {ARVN) in the morning
and 2 two lift movamont of 2 blocking force in the zfterncen. BPuring
the morning lift one armed helieopter cxperienced a premature rocket
cxplosion cousing oxtonaiyo structurzl dumngo to the airszraft angd badly
wounding FFG William Ables who was eyncuated to }ha Trang and the
United States.




At 1130 hours thls samneo dey a MILIDAY" eall was rocelved [rcm on
L-1E which hzd been [lying =ir cover for the spersition. Tho AIE hed
guffered elevator centrcl failure cn o strafing run and the pllot wes
ferced to bail out ot sec, 4 stagecoczgh UH-1D crewed by Captain
Lecnord L, Doswell ond CWO Chorles Gibson rescuod the rllot frem an
extrenoly rough sec. '

The following mcrning Cempony A performed twe mere 1ifts with the
47th fleginent ond wes relessed to return to Zan Me Thuot.

Cn 20 October Conpeony fi departed Zan Me Thuot enrcute to Thu Cat for

& ten doy operation. Deccuse of bed weather tho cempany diverted to
Pleika for the night. Upon arrival the compony was teld to off locd 211
field goar ané astand by for o possible 1ift inte the S;ecial Forces Camp
ot Plei Me. This nmorked the beginning of the largest zttack ever

cunched by the Viet Cong =2nd cne of the dost difficult support missions
any cdirmobile compony cver completed, For the first five deys, A Company
was the only cirmobile compony avoileble for support,

The comp had been zttacked by an estinated Viet Cong regiment
during the night, Shortly ofter doy breeck, it appeared that the V,C,
hed broken contact and retired. Two mediezl svacucticn helicopters
of the 498th Medical Company with two armed escorts from the 119th
hvn Co were lounched to recover the dead and wounded from the cemp.
During the missicn the airerofi received heavy cutomatic weapons fire
up to calibre ,50 size. Cne of the escort gunships was hit and erashed
ir flames Just outsice the southwest perimeter of the ermp.

Cn the nerning of 21 Qct, Company 4 wos exlled on to 1ift 240 LRVH
hLirborne flangers from Camp Holloway to an LZ four kilometers north of the
besieged camp., During the reconnaisscnce of the LZ one UH-1D {crmed)
of Company A suffered mocheniczl failure which resultod in seperation
cf the main rotor from the circraft at 2000 fcet obsclute cltitude.

The helicepter crashed and exploded on inmpoet. The alreraft was
cemmanded by 1/Lt Rareld A, Preisendefer and piloted by WO Joseph S,
Huwyler, crewchief and gumner were SP/5 Willicm J. Johnson and ITC
Michael E., Daovis, This crew was the first lost by Coopeny & in the
Hepublic of Vietnom,

About mid-morning on the 22nd of Octoter, four UH-1Z's (armed) of
Company 4 were dispatched to escort a VIULF CH-34 in 2 rescue zttenmpt
for o downed AIE pilot. The Ch-34 did not ctiempt the pilot pickuyp,
because of the ground fire in the area, 1/Lt Edward T, Pledgor of
Ceopeny A4 salvoed the rockets from the armed helicopter he was flying
and cccomplished the pick-up, .

Loter in the day a sccond rescue ottempt was nade for another
dewned Air Force pllot in the vieinity of Tlei Me. This rescue attempt
hzd to Le oborted due to henvy automatic wezpons ground fire ond darkness,
The rescue was effected tho next morninr when four UH-1D!s (nrmed) of
Cempany 4 escorted an Air Foree CHi-34 intc the crash site.

On 24 October tho 52d Avn DGn wos given the mission of deploying
400 ATVN soldiers of the 22nd [imnper 2ottzlien along the route of an
drmed Task Force cnroute to relieve the besieged comp, The troops
were to sccure likely ambush sites alens the intended route of the
Task Force, Durine the 1ift one helicepter struck stumpzs in the 1Z
erd wes destroyed with no injuries,

tonday, the 25th, found Company /i =2nd the 119th &vn Co, assisting
the lst Lde, lst Air Cov Div, in a treop placement from Comp Holloway
t: areas around the Flei lle Special Forces Comp.




On the 28th, elements of Compeny 4 cnd the 119th extractaesd the
42nd Adirborne Rangor Compony (inVil) from Ulol Ms %o the Nesw Tleilm
Airfleld marking the end of one c¢f *h: Licuilas® battlnss of the war
in Vlietnam., 0recst operation intellizznce iidicevsa tezl Ticl Ve wns
staged by the Viet Cong with o prizcry pwipose of kiuling circraft,

Following the siegs of Plel e the US First Cevalry Division
relentlessly pursued tho Viet Cong until in Iz Drong valley "Chorlie®
stopped to do pltched bottle. About this battle, Newsweek Magezine
said, "In 1ts bloodiest weok to detes, the fighting in Vietnem resched
a pltch of savege intensity that US troops hed not experienced sinee
Rorec. Among other honors of war, Communist troops impaled captured
South Viztncmese soldiers on stakes. VWounded US troops were shot down,
their comrades, cnraged, shot some north Vietnomess priscners ocut of
hond., The bitterest battle was in the shell scarred In Drong veliley,
near the Cambodian border, where US troops reported that they killed
perhaps 1,500 communists during the entire engogement. In the samo
area, o battalion of the US First Cavelry Division, wes embushed, and
cne company virtuslly ennihilatecd, Total estimated US ¥illed in the
In Drang fighting was 175.¢

“At Plei Me and Ia Drang, the US Forces no longer fought Viet Cong
Geurillas in their black pojonmes but rather foced the People dmmy of
Vietnem in steel helmets and full bottle gear.®

On 18 November the 52d Avn On again joined forces with the 1st
Air Cov Div, in operctions in the I= Drang velley. The largest
single operation of the year, The 119th Avn Co, Compeny A, and elements
of the 1st Air Cav Div transported 2500 II Corps (ARVH) troops from
Duc Ce Airfield inte the valley as =z blocking force. The AIRVN unit
was 1ifted into an aren which wes lccated between the retreating
Viet Cong and the Combodinn border. This final assault on 18 November
was the last operaticn in which Company & was involved in the Plel Me,
In Drang aren. The Viet Cong retreated plece-meal across the Cambodian
border the battle ended.

In Saigon, General Willianm C, Westmorelond proclaimed the Ia Drang
action an unprecedented victory. US casualties were "heavier than in
any previous engaogement, but small by comparison with the eneny,

On 1-2 Hovember, between major nissions in the [lei Me, Ia Drang
operation the 52nd Avn Dn supported operation Quyet Thang 172 at Tuy-
Hea, Company A, the 119th Avn Co zn3 the Marine Helicopter Compony
from Qui Mhon conducted anm operctics in support of the 22nd Inf Div
(ARVN) in an operation to agein secure the rice rich Tuy Hoa volley,
A& totnl of 720 trocps were moved in three 1ifts, under low cellings
and with poer visibility. The USLF provided o forty five minute
prastrike on the londing zone. One UH-1C (Armed) was struck by
ground fire but recovered to the stage fileld with no further incident.

On 7 Novembsr n second air landsd assault was conducted. The
operation involved air landed twe tattalions of the 47th Inf regt,
and two bottelions of the Airborme Task Force. This was a four 1ift
operation delayed for more than on hour between the second and third
13545 because of weather., From Tuy Hoa, the 52nd 4vn In moved to
Dur My in svpport of tho ARVN artillery school in o combined zrms
demonctraticn. fompany A providsd thirteen UIi-1D!s and six Ui-1D's
(irmed), The 11944 provided twelve UH-1D's {transport helicoptors)
and six UH-10's (armed) for the demcnstration. All cir movements,
fir Force and =rtillery fires were preplanned cnd coordinated by the
Duc My Troining Center Advisory Teec—., 43 part of the cemonstraticn,
a total of 546 troops were lifted cr on =2ir londed assoult into mult-
iple LZs. The demenstration rzon smoothly and was a grect succesa.
Lttendinz the de.onsztrotion were tws hundred high rznlkinz observes
headed by Gonerzl ‘illizm C. Westmareland.




On 15 November, Majecr Fred T. Yamapgotz was evocuatad to the
United States because of illness. Captein Jomes Nepler whe had been
Company Exocutive QOfficer, assumed cormand of Company 4.

Thanksciving Day found Company 4 in Dan Me Thuot, celebrating
the holiday with an airlanded essault and a larze turkey dinner,
Three hundred znd forty CIDC treops wore cir lifted from Juon Eo Tang
Special Forces Camp to an LZ five kilomoters t: the west. Following
the cssoult, the company hosted 12 members of the local missionary
group at a turkey dinner.

On 28 November Compeny A recelved offical notice that it was
teing redesignated, Headquoarters USARV, Generzl Order Ho. 1677, dated
20 November, directed that Company A would beccme the 155th Aviation
Company (AML) and that Company 4 1lst iviation Zattalion would roturn
to the 1st Inf Div which had recently arrived in the Republic of
Vietnam. The former 155th Aiwn Co. was agssimed to the lst Inf Div
ag Company &, lst Avn Dn upon arrival froo Korea,

The 30th cf November saw the departure of 1/Lt Lrthur Ryan and
six members of the shot gun platoon. The unit had been notified
earlier in the month that it would be the last unit to be asslgned
on a T2Y basis. Nineteen members of the rlatoon chose to remnin
a3 members of the 155th iviation Company (/ML) when they were given
the option of extending their 90 day Y to a full year assigrment,

On 29 November the 155th was pleced cn a four hour slert for
movement with twelve trcop carriers and five armed helicopters to
Olen Hoa to report to the 118th hvn Co for approximately ten days.
Decause of bad weather between Lcn Me Thuot and Dien Hoaz the Company
wag umable to depart until 1100 houre on the 30th,

Upon arrival at Dien Hoa, Captain Napier was informed that the
155th would be working under the operstional control of the lst Awm
Dn. After refueling, a troop 1ift of three hundred an? sixty men was
nade by the company from Lien Hoa to Tay iinh, Upon completion of
the troop 1lift, the company recovered to Lien Hoa, and was directed
by IIT Corps, through the lst iwn Dn, to nove to Phu Lol whers the
1st Avn Dn was to provide mess ond billeting facilities. Through
16 December, working on a day te day basis, Starecoach supported,
variously, the 10th Inf Div (4ARVMN), Specicl Forces Camps, lst Inf
Div, 10lst AD Drigade and III Gorps Headquerters, The mejority of
effort expended during this period was in suppert of operations
Bushwacher I and II, in the same area in which the company had operated
two months earlier,

These current operations were partlally a2s 2 result of elements
of the 7th Inf Regt (ARVN) being overrun near the abandoned Michelin
Rubber Plantatlon near Tuy Ninh,

"There was fighting in plenty, arourd the huge abandoned Michelin
Rubber Flantation near Dou Tieng, some 40 miles northwest of Saigon,
when two battalions hit 21l four sides of a government encarpment on
Dote Palm Hill, the South Vietnamese defenders hurled them back in
vicious hand to hand eombat, taking & heavy toll in communist lives.

"Cut the Viet Cong were hardly crushel. %hen the men cf South
Vietnom's 7th fieginment lined up abreast for a sweep through the plan-
tation, the reds attacked throurh the trees in human waves., "Welrs
folding up" radioced the senior US Advisor as the communists engulfed
his pogition, Soon he was dead, along with much of the rest of the
reginent in the most savage communist atteck of the war, Dut the
South Vietnaopese had fought to the last bullet", is how the Time
Magazine deseribed the initial ccntact.




Cn 15 December, the 155th wes directed by S-3. 1s® &wvn Ir 1o move
to Dien Tre. The urit closed at Dien Trz with ten tuvop cerriers, and
four ermed helicopters. This vnit orercted with the 13th &#wm n in
support of the 7th Ind Div (ARVY) liftinz two bahtaliions in 2 ccmbat
assauls. Two additiczzl battalions weos tien moved on & \raen plLece=
nent rission and the crizinal tuo botinzlizns ware exftracisd to whelr
stoing sreas in a tusy day which saw tae eguivalent of sii badicilons
poved. Te unit was reisased by the 13th iva Lo at 1730 nours and
returred to Fhu Loi where it was released by the 1lst fivm In. The company
closed =t Den Me Thuot on 17 December for o brief respite,

While a% Phu Loi, Mojor Joseph L. Parlas Jr, becane commcniing officer
of the 155th iAvn Co. Ncjor Parlas had just ccmpleted elgiiesn montns
ground Zuty with the 1si Cav Div, Majer Jomes W, MNaplex III became
S-4, £22d i'm Ln.

Detween 17 ond 31 Decenmber the 155th reverted to its role in sup-
port of the 23rd Inf Div (ARVN), During this period seven coibat as-
sault missions were fiown in support of the 23rd Inf Piv and local
CIDG wiits,

Christmos Doy foun? the 155th taking a well deserved
Me Thuc%. The good old fashioned Christmes spirzit was ins
only a »rie® period on Christmes Eve when a sighting on t
fence sant all personnel scrombling for their bunkers.

To round out the year, elements of the 155th and the I1Gth Awvn
Co's utilized 21 troep carriers and twelve armed helicopters, to airlilt
465 CTZ% troops from Ducn Zo'Yang USSF Camp, im on effort to desiroy
o V0 Training Comp. The operation was conducted in three 1ifts and
eneny ground fire was received. Three were no hits or casualties in
either unit during the operction.

The end of the yeer brought to a close o period of time for which
pembers of the 155th ond attachments cen be proud. 4 period during
which 2il four corps ereas of Vietnom were supported by the Stngoconch
in o highly professicnnl manner.




COPPEREEAD Flight

FLIGET X0- TYPE

leadar TH-13B
2 OH-23G
3 QH-23G
4. OH-23G

6 OH-230
7 OH-23G
0 | VE-236
S om-23e

5 0H-236G

TROGE D (AIR)

1ST SQUADRON 4TH CAVALRY
Fort Riley, Kansas

AC W

22083

Co-Piliot

12787
12788
12789
12791
12792
12793
12794

12790

Flight leader - Capt Gilmer

- RPIIOT

Gilmer,. Charles T.
Gapt, 04058567

Berdleman, Ronald M,
2Lt, 05414427
(4sst Billeting)

lyssy, Fred W,
1Lt, 02303939

Terry, Willdam L.
Wi-1l, W3151808

Mortz, Herbert Q.
W-~l, W3151187

Stavnbach, Willism S.
W-l, W2215336

Sones, Richard A,
1ty 099125
(Mogs)

Wnite, Jerry E.
Ww-1, W3152185
(Asst Security)
Seaman, Richard A,
1Lt, 05217854

Gilman, J&y E
W-1, W3152160

( ) Indicates additional duty enroute.

ﬁ -

' Crow iaf

Paulsen, kxel S X
PS5, RA28144650

Wetherington, Clay W.
Pfo, RA19781440

Hissom, Donald M,
05, Bal5645120

Smith, Thomas Jr
SB3, RALE663555

Bowles, Norman T.

_..kfc, U355368_943 S

Bullock, Dean We
P4, RAITE48810

Frankovich, Franky V.
S04, RAIBETTS36

Wilson, Randel Jr
Bfc, US55781440

Havachild, John C.
SP5, RA17549450

PObs 2152026~ 55-1003 F2000-26 S14-040 G/ 2068,212 CN 5506
Maints 215202h 55-1003 P2000-25,26 S14-040 C/A 2068.362 CN 5306

UE-1B doft
35 1 i‘. 2152020 55-1003 P2000-24 S14-040 C/& 2060.22% CN 5306
Maints 2152020 55-1003 P2000~25,26 S14-040 CfA 2060.3TL CH 5306




