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HISTo.1i.Y OF THE 155TH AVIATICN CCMPANY (AML) 



PP.EFACE 

This is the history of the 155th Avn Co (AlfL). a unit which is a 
compound product of modern aeronautical technology and the traditions 
of the United States Army. The coopany originated, at greatly reduced 
strengt~1, at Fort Riley, Kansas, upon the reorganization of the 1st 
Infantry Division under the ROAD concept. The Company was then A Comp­
any, 1st Aviation Battalion, 1st Infantry Division. As such it took 
part in the US Air Force INDIAN RIVER Exercises and in the US Strike 
Comno.r..d Operation GOLDFIRE I. And as such, it prepc.red for and !:lovod 
to the Republic of Viet Nam. It is during the preparation for this 
!:lovenent that this history begins. 

This history is 0. contEmporary account of events in the l55th Avn 
Co. It has been prepared fron operations orders, after action reports, 
daily activity reports, eJ~ witness accounts and infornal personal 
interviews, all regarding this co~p=:,-. The rec::rdir.g of events is 
being done by ealendar quarters to facilitate conpilation and distri­
bution to nenbers of the cor:po.ny during their tour in Viet Han. The 
reeounting of events is as objective as possible with the obServing, 
recording and chronicling all being done by those who also are respen­
sible for acconplishing the assigned nissions. This history wns 
organized and initiated by Captain John A. Geurin who joined this organ­
ization as a nenber of its advanced party in Ban Me Thuot. 

It is ny privilege to conoo.nd this diverse organization of sone 
three hundred efficers and nen, c.t the heart of which is the l55th 
Avn Co, at the tine this is written. I salute those nen - nechanics, 
cooks, clerks, security guards, co=unications, nedics, aircrewnen -
for whon and about whon this is written. 

BAN ME THUOT, RVN 
24 Feb 66 

r~ I I (J /; 
'~-~-O-.. 1..." \o",h. '}1 

/ - OSE~ L. PAHLlLS JR. . 
II jor, Infantry 
C==ding 

---.------1 
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1. Tc:rr'!in 
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h. Events ~d Operaticns 

J..~ P:'cpa.ra:t.ion for Hove::tsn t 

2. Hov<3I:l.cnt 

3. DERCS exchange 

4. Qualifiocation and Training 

5. Jirrival of 1st "Shot;;un" Pl:ltoon 

6. Do~g Xoai Operation 

D. iUlllexes 

1. Officers reno.ining with Conpany I, (iUlIlex A) 

2. Advance Party for Conpany ~ (~ex B) 

3. Statistics?f quarterly operations (~ex C) 

TV. Significc.nt Events and Operations (Period 1 July - 30 Sep) 

J,.. General 

D. Events and Operations 

1. i,rrival of 52d Security Platoon 

2. Cheo Reo Operation 

3. Duc Co Operations 

4. Secretory of Defense Party 

5. Clecring of Highwcy #21 

6. Change of Coooand 

7. Rotation of shotgun platoons 

8. Qunng Ngai Operation 

9. Phuoc Vinh "0" Zone Operation 
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1. ~to.tistics of Quarterly operations (iUlIlex J,.) 
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T~LE OF CO:lTE.:T" (CONTINUED) 

V. Significcr.t Events end Oper~tions (Period 1 Oct - 31 Dec) 

i.. Gcnor~ 

r. ~~onts end Oper~tions 

1. I~on Tri~glo Opsr~tion 

2. Hoi He - I~ Drane Valley Opere.tion 

3. ~~y Hoa Operation 

4. !iichcli:1 Plc..."ltation Operation Bushwhacker I & II 

5. Jien Tre Operation 

6. [uon Er Yeng 

l·aSSION: '!he I"~ssicn of the 155th h:vn Co is to provide tactical air 
Dove~ent of c~bo.t troors in airoobile oporations end to 
pro'ri,:o t:lC'~~"co.1 a:'r Do'\"'e,-"mt of conbat supplies e.."ld equip­
Den t .... i·~hi:J. the cODbn t zone. 

OIlG1JIIZhTIOt!: Tho l55th Avn Co is organized under TCE l-77E nnd hns 
the fdlo;r..ng units attnched: 

165+ill Tr~nsporto.tion Deto.chnent (Cargo Helicopter Field 
Uaintennnce) 

8th l1edicn1 Detll.chnent 

208th Signo.l Detc.chnent (ru.nnED) (AVIm~ICS) 

255th Qunrteroo.ster Detachnent (POL) 

*52D Qunrterno.ster Detnchnent (POL) 

*88th Hilitary Police Detachnent (K-9) 

* Attachod fnr cdJ:rinistration and lc·gistics only 

-~ - - ---_._-------------------_._-_ ... -.------------_ .. _------,-----------



II. Ragionl1l. Annl;yai. 

iJ.. Torr!1l.n 

1. "21e II Corns Tzct1c~l Zone, in whicil Bo.n Me Thu,t io 
located (J!l~ :"''''1 "'hi:h thu 155~,h k:!1 rendors the tm.jority of its support, 
coverc :: .... " ur;:::,. :f 3:::,725 s"':'..1::rc ::ilQS cr 49% of the land area. of South 
Vietnr.n.. I:.j \j:SI~cr!':1 bor:i:r io )/:2 r..ilos long c.nd in ccmr.ton with Laos, 
in the ncrthc~ portion c~ ~:r.!1:;"..l:':. Ir'wince, .GDJ:lb':ldlo. a.nd III Corps 
To.ctioul Zone. The fJ~::rt0r~ borce:- i;J a.ppr'Jxir.tc.tely 400 mles of coa.st_ 
line with t..hc South Gl!ln~. :;,:,.:., The nrc:). is L.O t:i:es wide in the North 
and 31.2 ni.JC9 ",:'00 in t.bo Smcll. This nron is pliticnlly divided into 
'bile PrOV~.~IC"::'S of l~or.t'J!'::. D!..:-'..!l !):~nh, .i?loi!-:.~l, Phu Don ll..?J.d I'hu Yen in the 
22d Division TnctJ.cr.l Jlree. :'.':1d D..::.:'lo.c, i\:·,ur.h Hoc., Quane; Due, Tuyr:n Due, 
Uinh Thaon, Lru.1 DC!lC r.~~: tinh ~-~:!::o.n in t'''c3 2)d !)TlJ.. Geocro.phica.lly, 
this area cay bo divj.dcd i..;,t':l three najor crease 

c.. The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long, no.t, 
often carsh~' te:rra.i.'1 !:,:"t. I.loro than t ...... enty niles ';.Tide froD the sea. 
ir..lnnd. 'This c.:','~:S:-. i:; fy=:-ced by 0. seri3s of nunGrous river deltas 
intc!"!"'.lpted ,.,y :;,·c'!.~::r :-i:~e lL'GS I'11r ... "!illB st€'eply to the see.. This 
area. is a.ln":)st entirl:lly unc::r c-..:..lt.iv·"",tio:!. \rith fcur r:i.~8 crr.ps y-E::!.:,:,ly. 

b" Tt.z t".o·.llltc.i!1 reri:-n extends frc:l north to ':OU:t,,1 nIT"!ost 
the entire le~l.rth of th~ II Ccrp:::; T.!'.~ti~:~l :::mc.:. EIE:!Yai:ions rrulf~ iron 
3,000 to 8 J O'.:rij ff::'e~, ....... : .. ~1l thr:! OC1.3tar!1 3.lopl'3S ':lui te stoep an:1 the western, 
:co!'e gradu~l, fL1.in :',.17"3,'5::; co·;(?r three qU'JIters of th:i.s area with Dost 
of the re!J::.l!1(l.or C',~·:E::;:-('.::i i·;i th cp;:n diciduous grovth. Culthrntion is 
linited to sr:.::.2.l "'!.f'''':'::~(~ t:::"C,G C:1 !"ol:-.tively fla.t land. FlyinG in this 
area is very hHZn~:n,=, .... ,s \~j t,h !'or-:~.:1 l:lndlng areas pra.ctically non-exist­
ent,. cellings frequcn'LJ.y ,;e::y low and winSls unpredictable. 

c. The plateau reFion is located ~~st of the oountains and 
is cocprised of thE'; Kor.,ijrn .?l::-.t.c'2u in the North IlDd the Da.rlac Pla.tea.u 
to the South. This rel7io!'. hr.',s c.ltitudsn ra:nri."![" froo 1,OCO - 3,000 
feet \lith gentlY' rol.i..::..:.15; hiD.s <l.."1d tlUch open ::,1.":0... ~'1hcre the sail is 
nat undor cultivt!.t!::~ .. r. ~d.eli: rr:-~:n~·th of F:rnr-:~ to 11 heie:ht of eiGht 
to ten feet caver::: the r,rc·..4"4J. ~:il~::-O o.dr:'Sllnt0 c.:-~inaGe is provided, 
this o.reo. will support four vegetable crop3 y€c.rl:7. 

2. Tho principal cities of this ilren ilre rotlll Thiet, Fhllll 
Rang, lfua. TranI,) and Q~li ~fuon on the cot'.st.:ll plnin; Do.ll1t in the I!lounta.ins 
end. Do.n U9 T..1UOt, Ploiktl end Kcntun on t~'le p::.a.teaus. The c.a.jor routos 
of thiB are,," are: 

a. !lout. #1: Saigon - Dtllltlllg (Coastal Routa throughout 
this urea) 

b. Route #11: Dulo. t - Phon nang 

c. Route #14: Sa.igon - Dtlll Me Thuo t - Pleiku - Kontuo 

d. !loute 1IJ.9 : Pleiku - Qui Nhon 

o. "oute #20: Sateon - Dalo.t 

r. Houte #21: Don Me Thuot - 11ll" Trtmg 

The republic IS c!ljor ro.U line parl1l.lels Route #1 along its entire 
length with on. spur line fran i'ho.n HanB to D!llnt. The ecerging log­
istical and connunications conplex of C~ r~ toy is located bot~en 
I'lnn fumg and llha Tr!lllg. 



D. vlee. ther 

1. Hec.ther tr.rour-hlut this:.rec. cc.n be: divided into 
the s=:Jr I:lonsoon, J1lIIe tt:ou;'h Septe::lber, end the winter tIensCl.on, 
Novenber t~1rou,;h April, ;;it.'1 the l:lonths :f Hc.y end October c.s periods 
of trc.::s:' tion. Duri..":G the s=sr ncnsoor. the Willd is southwesterly 
cc.usin~ cloud buildups en tie western slopes of the !:lountc.ins. ~nis 
res:tlts in c. rc.iny sees:::!: f:::r the platec.t.:.5 and ;:.ountc.ineous nrec.s 
durinG 7':,e s=er I:lonths while the coc.stc.l provinces have clec.r skies 
nnd E'lC:' flying wenther. 'The winter I:lonscon brings e. northscsterly 
flow wi':.h conditions reversed. The coc.st.:tl provinces of Dinh Thuan 
and Nir_': Thunn nre little effected by ei t.f:ler I:lensoon and have generally 
clec.r wec.ther the year c.ro~~d. 

2. Averc.ge rcinfc.ll in the =euntc.in and plntec.u areas is 
90 inches nnd on the const.:tl plain, 67 inches. The temperatures on the 
coastnl plain range fron the mid-70s to the high 80s during the rainy 
season ~":d low 80s to hiCh 90s during the dry season. The mountc.ins 
and plnteaus experience tenperc.tures fron the mid-60s to the lew 80s 
durinc: tie dry senson an::: l:i€h 60s to nid-80s durin" the wet sensen. 
Windo nre normally bUSty at 10-15 knots with velocity increaSing with 
altitude. Surf~ce winds up to 25 knots are frequently encountered. 

c. Indigenous PofUlation 

1. The II CTZ has a populc.tion of npproximately 2.5 
million people or just over 20% of the population of the Hepublic 
of Viet Iran. The =jerity of this population is locnted along the 
coastal plnin in the vicinity of the constal cities. Tho majority of 
these people are Vietn~ese of Chinese extraction. 

2. The nountc.in and plateau regions axe inhabited chiefly 
by Montegnnrd tribesmen who are, ethnically, the only native Vietnnmese. 
There c.re thirty-nine =jor tribes and scne 150 subordinnte tribal 
groups cf these people living in the highlands of Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Laos. ~ Mo Thuot is the trc.ditional capitol cf these people. The 
II Corps c.ren is inhabited by 500,000 of these people. The largest 
tribe in this region is the Hade whose influence extends fron Kontum 
to Do.n Ke Thuot. 



On 18 March 1965, He~~·'1unr·~ .. 0..""~, ls~ I:tfant-ry Division. alerted 
the 1s t i .. vi:l."t! -':"1 C:! :'~·:-.':!cn t·") ;-:r .. ..:!1:~ r.; :or..:: idi.:1!lobila C:r~:i::':~~~ (G :l A) 

!~~.;~?!·~'~~~;;o~' "~:~;;:-::;~:~,. ;~'J~~;::::,::c'::~ll!" c~~,,~~~, t:~i~~,i~'~£~!:~ce 
c~::c.~:::i-:;nT., si ··::~.l ~.\Jt.::.::t:~c:Jt .• ::1'~! j!",C ~~.c:,.J. clctach.::1Cn7. ·,:i. ... 4!1 tot .. :.l 
s·ci"cr..r;r.h t~ be 2::'1 officers, tJ.'l=rc.~t C::-flcarc, anu er"::"r:ted man'. 

en 18 and l? ~1.::ch personnel ,,'ere selected for ~sni.::-n,::ent to the 
p~::ket £'rotl Fort. ~ilQ:r rlJsm:T':~!":) ru:d pcr~Qr ... "'lc:: :,l.lort:--.C"G ~c~::rted to 
F:!.:th 1:.:::.y I!enc.'.·"1 .. :.l'":r~:or3. n:,i\. !lro'Jcssinf bogo.n for pc=sonr.~l at Fort 
f. • ..:J8:" C:1 J.9 r-icl'=~ nr.';;' c:::-nti.:11.lcd ~hl""ouf"h 21 l1c.rch. None of J.;he officers 
Ec':ctod to c:looc.nd ro.ny of i".ho dctnchman"t3 nor the selected cOrlpc.ny 
c(j:..:;:::.:.nd(~r for Coopony J~, were nt Fort Riley at the beginr.inr: of the 
I'~:l proccssing. -

On 24 Harch~ the no,renent directive WtlS racci\"l3d conf'ir.:1ine 0. 

su=-.f~'Je nC~.~-n of C(i1.~;::~.:t i:r:m fo:. .. t ~.llc~1 tc on l1i1::n'3c:ti'':C'd .::butin:l.tion. 
Tbfl :''2~.1.!:t-:-Gr:.GnY~ f:l!" olcthine Q.."'1d a;~:.:.::.".~;~.~t to o.CCCtl·pc ... ::~'" inC::.'riduc1.s was 
l":l:~c:,.:n :li~ this t.:LoC. ']:':1i3 rC1=n.lt~:J in h:.vinrr t:> c<Jntc.ct .:.:~L per::;onnel 
\w..ile on loa.V"e to Cl.':lend persoml oqulpncn"t and u.."""li.forn riZ::j,u..ircments. 

The moveDent directive specified that ull personnel involved in 
the move \onuld recei ~t"D 15 da.ys lenve prior to depa.rture. '!his nirec­
ti,;~e wes rcinforc:ld 1::7 tha e:cpre,<;I.'3ed c.~!::ires of the C'1:n.:...'1.c1ing GoneriJl, 
Fo.r:' r..:..J,f)~r~ o.r..cl en 20 l·I!lT.~h ,":'. r:.nj8r:4ty cf the pc!"sonm'll -:n station 
wero rcl~.:'..scd en lec''',r'3.. iL7'!"Ctl1ccncnto w·:irlJ rno.C.~0 '.a th post 1:... .... ...i t.s and 
t:.11J 1st l.~;ic.t,ic:: ~,n.~;-:cl:i.on ·to ft":.rn:i::h p9~s':>nucl to assist in completing 
rur~.. Tho propert: .. b':>o:t .JfficCl", slJ.l!pl~r scrGec.nt~ and severnl key 
personna 1 of the packot. He!"e reta.ined .:. t Fort ri.il.ey to supervise 
this prepnro.tion and consequently received no lenVfJ. 

Dy 26 HUTch the eqv.:'.pmcnt roudiness dute hud been estcblished 
as 3 llr:-:!.l and :" dEl!ldlir~a t.? conpj8tei::lntlo of n.11 supplies and oquip­
mer.-:. to i.?:3 pnckct e:::·:~.!;li.f:lhed c.:> 31 r~cr')ho 'l'hQ rei'". ::':"n&53·' Gllt-e t..'C.3 

1::' •. (1!, :::'o7ir:3G tc ;: l\pi'Jl end thC::1 .3 i~~,r::'L. E':FDl;r.J.cnt was btill being 
i~:'!la(i. t::) "tr..e p::',c:'::et 0:1 t!.~e c.ftsrnoal1 of 3 i~pr:!.2., severo.l hours o.fter 
xo.::'l 10-:1ing \.:['.5 to rove been canpletod •. As a. result, supplementary 
shipent was prepo.red which dopurted Fort !liley on 5 arrU. 

Dy mic1nirht on 8 April 0.11 newly llssir,ned personnel a.no. personnel 
on leave were at Fort Riley. ArranGements had been ~de for trons­
portation, billetina and mossin~ .pf ~ll personnel until departure. 
On 9 and 10 1,pril new personnel were ror, chocked nnd iDmunization 
ond physicnl requirenents conpleted for ronny who hud not been properly 
procossed at their prior stations. Several personnel changes necessit­
ated by unfulfilled ?Orr roquireoents were mude on 9 and 10 april 
rosulting in the estnblishnent of a rear detachment. 

Dy 9 April transportation arrangements were firo and nanifests 
were prepored. The packet dep~rted by ~ir in threo ~roups from 
Kansus City ond Ho.nhuttan airports eurly on the corning of 11 April, 
nrriving nt Son Diego NaVlll Air St!ltion on the sane day. l'ersonnol 
were transportod directly from the aircraft to the USS !WO Jn1A. 

Sunday 11 l1prU was spent by Major De Lo!lch in conference with 
the ships' crew on administrative matters and coordinating manifests 
of personnel and equipnent. l~t this tine it wa.s discovered tho.t several 
errors hod be on nude in shipping and nuch of the equipment previously 
desifncted to ccconpany tho troops hud been shipped to Ockland Army 
Ter.:rino.l. Inclt:c!cd in this eqUip:lOnt ImS nost of the speciul theuter 
clo~~ and .~_i~ent issued to tho unit. 



M(JITF.!.1E NT 

J..t 0900 hour. MandEl)", 12 I.p::-il, t"c U"S r.lJ JIMA so.iled with 
254 orricer'3 .::.n~1 r.1Eln fro::l Fort I~tl(.;.l, C.2::!10 '..rit~ tuo other packets 
of si::rl.J.c..":" :liz:! f:-::::1 Fort :r-,"-rC :.~t: fc.r J

.:, Cc.mpc:·ll. Tr..r"·~e units were 
h Conpc.::';i",. lC\:i.:=;t l.~m :n .:.r.::! A COiJ.F~":i, ~2j A.~,'11 1:.::... Un o:-;.':!:;,,:! in ,,-d­
dition '~'1 ec.':~l units cqrti.-;::::.:mt wern '77 Ull:lssi:;ne:l UTi-ill h61icopt'3rs, 
end 9 conex c ::m"t::!i!1ers ,·Ii t~l raplnccr.1en t pc.rts. 

On 17 I.~ril 1965 tho US3 HID JUlA :!ocked ,,-t ?ec.rl Harbor, Hc."aii 
for four h~ux~ ~d took aboard ~ liaison officor from US h~y Support 
COI!Il'mnd, Vict!i.D.O. rcnrl Ec..rbor wns the l::!st l.:::.n:~ seen '..tn'til tl.-l<3 ships 
l'.rriv.:'.l Cot r.r~g T:m (Capo St .. Jacques), ii.VU, on 1 I.'iClY· 1965. Di..:..":'ir.g 
t!':_t'!~it, o.;;:i.e:ntations wore held for personnel o.r..d unit CC::t!J::mdGT3 

W3ro i!"..fcmed of their ultir.1o.te destinc.tions. uuns for cicbc-"t'k:.t:i.on 
and movotlont to destinations were dissm:d.r..atoc ::.nd sllbsequcntl~~ .;nClIlged 
l;u:.l~aU3e of erot'/Qed port ecnditions necessit.:.tin€ early r:\'Jvement to 
destinc.tions. 

In the:: absance of ony instructions fror.:J. the rece~VJ.l1G comc....'1d, the 
senior officer directed that the 77 aircrw..ft be c.ssirncd to the t:1ree 
pC.C!{cts by tc.il n'..!.rnbor in order to f:tcilito.te centrol. It \.r.J.S ~clioved 
at the time the ai::-crc.ft Houlel be flown off the ship, insr-ectGd for 
sc.fety of fliGht at Vung T~u, and proceed to destinaticn. On 28 april 
processing boGan on the 77 aircrc.ft, and by 1800 hours on 30 Aloril all 
aircraft except tuo he.:' been rr;lleo.sed f'Jr fliGht. H£'sso.£.;os were ex­
cnanged bet',16on the ship and US .u.rmy Support COIikJc.nd, Viotn::un confinn-
i:.1f,' c.rr:'vc.l date o.nd tiDe c.nd procedures for fl:;i.n:: o.ircrc.ft off the ship. 

At 0620 hO'll'S 1 Mt'.:r 1965 the first nircrdt wc.s launched from the 
U3S TIIO .r!;>LI~ from o.bQut 25 niles 0. t seo.. The: c.ircraf t. lIns piloted by 
1st Lt Ec1tmrd T. ?ledger end co-pilo7. by WO HilliG!!l Crothers, both of 
Company h., 1st A.nation Dr .. ttc.lion.. Therl3nftgr ships were In.unched 
p$riodically until apFo;d.=tely 1100 hours when tho last o.ircrc.ft, 
includinG the t·,.;o requi:-i.:.:.b further mo.ini.cno.nce, had been la.unched. 

Upon ar:-lving at Vun~ To.u thO' packet co~c.ers recoived instruc­
tions ns to x:.o."eI!l.~nt of "'i:·h~ir units to fbcJ. cl-::st.ino.tions. COt:lpc.ny A, 
l":'t Avic:tion L::rtt:llion mcvod e!1 t:l!lSS8, lU:J.'3 crGw~h5.afs, to Do.n He Thuot 
011 C-::2::· c.;.!"c::-c.ft, closi"~; at appro:d;:;uJ.tol,· 1545 hours 1 lilly 1965. 
The unit '"'s nat at Dan Ho Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsend, COI:iIIlO.Ildincr 
Officer, 52d Aviation Dattalion, and the units' advanced party which 
hOld been in ccu:ot::-y appro:tim:ltely 10 d:lYS. P",ticns, tents, and other 
cin:!.:Jun esscn~io.ls were on hand a.t Dan He Thuot to sustain tho unit 
for the fi~~~ several days. There were, however, no medical supplies 
"-Dd no supply of potable water. 

On 3 Hey avio.tors ret~nod to Vung Ta.u to ~ick up the unit's 
aircraft, and crGychicfs. One aircraft ~d been roa.ssigned by US 
iJ.I'!"J"J'Supt=Ort COI::::cc.nd o.s a c:tinten.:mcc noat, lea.vinr, tho unit with 
24 tnl-lD's. 

Vehicles and equip:1ent were due to bo shipped to Nha TrMB by 
LST and thon tloved overland to Dan He Thoot. The first equipment, 
four conox containers, n~ivcd on 10 MElY 1965 with tho first 10 . 
vehiclos on 15 Hc.y. Dy 26 Mayall tho units equipment had Elrrivod 
except tvo 2t ton trucks ~d scvcro.l tra.ilors. Vohicles were movod 
in threo groups by Vietnnceso drivers. 

The ren:.inder of Hil7 wns spent ?repa.rinr tho unit for an o?er­
ationilJ. r3c.dinoss ckto cf 1 June. ~loa.r.:::n kits ...... erc instillled on 9 
L"i-12 :.~rcr:::':·"",; (l:,~viously cxchc..nrcc! r;r (3 Uti-ID' s); o.n:~ ~rotccti vo 
~:l.i:~llcmcn~ ki'~:; ~ .... crc inst.::.llcrl on 16 UiI-lD aircr~t. 



OIl 7 Mny a.via.tors from the 52nd Airl:1f't Pll:.toon, the 117th Avn 
Company and the 119th Avil Co arrived ~.t Dan Me Thuot for Co personnel 
exchange With Cocpany A to ~tacccr datos of rotation. Of the officers 
and Warrc.nt Officers arriv'.:.c in the o:-:i.[inc..l p::1.cket, only 14 ro::t:lined 
vi.t.h the cor:pc.n~r c.ftor tho c:zch::.::::e. IIhe e;;:c:ht.:.."!r;e ".rC.3 I::':~0 on il man 
£~::::. !"'.!l...'l b~.sis ~~ t!'l tho 'n:..rio"..'.s u..'1i. ts of t.l-.c D.:.. ttulicr... E:nl:tsted 
p3~scnnol of all ~ Gr~des yrere elsa €xch~Fed~ 

J..s a I'tlsult of the DEii.OS exch!lIlr,e, an intense tra.ininC; proqrom wus 
established by the Company in an effort to qU:llify the nO'1 av.lll.tors in 
t!1e urI-ID !Jclico?ter. i'latoon!lIld cC':::pcny tr~.:i..'linG in fOI".:lation flying, 
eagle fliChts ant: company sized c.irI:lobilc assaults wo:r;e greatly en;hasized. 

20 Mal' EaH the a.rrival of Company Als first Ushot gunn (Door Gunner) 
platoon c~=cnded by 1st Lt ,/iili::!':;l J, Tracz. The pla.toon w::'.S m::.dc up 
of 701u-:l''.;.ce!'s fron units of tho 25th Inf. Div. The unit. ws TDY to 
COI:'.;oc.n.or J.. fo:- 0. period of :3 months. Tr.2ir duty was that of helicopter 
door gunners while aucmentine the comp!lIlyls security force. 

The unit was declared operationally reo.dy on 1 June and began 
operations ~n that day. In its first month of opera.tion Conpany A 
conducted si:-: conpany size operations in support of the 23d Di",-Lsion. 

Durinr; the lo.st 'Neek of May the company received 
of "Stage Coa.ch" With "Falcon" for the arnod platoon. 
year, t.hese call sir,ns werC3 to becOIJe f=iliar in o.il 
of Vietnom. 

1 ts designation 
DurinG the next 

four corps areas 

___ I 



" CIFFlCEr;S loEl.:I.INING IH'TII CCMI'IJ'IY A 

Maj cr Vlilli::n vi. !JcLoach 067668 

Co.pt~ Ch:.rl3S T. GilIlor 040585S7 

Co.~)t. Leon E. Gu:t"ry 05306680 

Capt. Imthc:l~" 1'. Di I:enc-:otto 02306594 

Ccpt. Loonerd L. Doswell 078572 

liLt Ecwo.rd T. I'lede:er 05411943 

liLt Ilobert C. Elwell 0501790 

GvlO 11illic.m H. Gol::n:m W2207733 

CWO Glen ,1. Hc.ntooth '112206470 

GvlO l.Jillio.n H. Gleo.ry WJ150348 

CvlO James D. Stallard W:'50506 

C,10 Charles 1'1. Millard W31507GG 

CHO Vlilliam J. Fields W3151037 

dVlo Carl T. Sypniewski W3430112 

Annex J.. 



1. Co.pt. Li:onc.rd L. :'oswell Con:plll'lY A 

2. liLt Vlillic,m J. Ga.vin Jr. 25th Inf Div 

0 liLt Jo~ I •• Geurin ll9th Avn Co .-. 

4. liLt Pc.".l1 J. Hinjs 117th Ilvn Co 

5. 1 /L~ ...../ v Ji=y vlillda ll9th Avn Co 

6. SFC Joh.~ E. Stc.ntc·n Coml'CllY A 

Imnex ::3. 



ST-'.TISTICS OF QUJ.nTEm.Y Ol'EHl..TIOrlS 

1. I'lumber of SortiEls flown durinE' precEldinG q=ter: 4026 

2. l~ber of Combat sorties flown durinG precedir.~ quarter: 2634 

3. llumber cf flying hours flown durinG precedinG qu::rter: 1905 hrs 

4. Number cf passengers liftec. durinS precElding q·.:.::.rtcr: 2332 

5. llumber of tons of cargo lifted during prccedinc; q=rter: 54 tens 

6. Number of aircraft receiving hits during prece:!in; qunrter: 3 

Annex C. 



STI.GECOI.CH 

Sru;;IFICi.llT E'?'.3NTS 

AND 

Ci:Eill.TIOUS 

i:Er.IC 1 JULy - 30 SEPT 



r.,is quarter ho.s : :en ch.:tr~.c teriz8(! by mo.n:}" si.:ni!ico.nt eVG!lts a.nd 
or:er:!.t:'~no. On 3 Jul~,. C.JmnC'.n~r 1. received its first Security ?l:-.t:lon; 
23 ~! .. :";7Jst Hn,jor Deloc.ch left the ccrn.pc-.r..y, .:In:.~ tho 5th of Septerat:'~r brought 
cbcut ~ho rot.:ltion cf t~3 shot ~, plntoon. 

~ ::'..j or opera. tions ::':in~: the quarter in which Company b. were i..,vol vod 
incluC:e::1 Vue Co, Qw::.nr, ::i and [huoe Vinh. The PhuQC Vinh o~erc. tLm 
in·;cl...-cd eln~cnts of the 17Jr:! k.ir!Jorno :'rir~a.do beinr! lifted intJ ~!'1r 
Zone It:a

n , m; urea north of S:'.ir.;on which hOod ·lone basil 0. notori01.:'S Viet 
Concr stronehold. 

EVENTS L.J.!:J OrEiJ.TIONS 

3 July suw the c..rri'T:".l of the 52nd Security Platoon. This pIc.toon, 
one cf tho lurcest in tl:a US l.ro.y, is hec.dquc.rtered at I'leiku !m:: hc.s 
olener.ts o.ttnchcd tc eo.ch air.:tobila compeny in the bc.tt"lion for loco.l 
security. Hith this plc-teon, avery .'lvnilnblo means of defense is 00-
orc~~c.tcd includinr: bunkers, observction posts, rovine petrols, c~r~s, 
erOQ~C survcillcncc inf~ad searchlights, end sentry dogs. 

h hirhlicht of 196; for COD"a.ny L. come in July when tho Coc?eny was 
calla::! upon to fly the Secretary of Defense and his party on ('.II inspec t­
ion visit to the Hepublic. 

C':1 July 1st, Cor:r.x:_":.j'" Ii w::.s alerte:1 for moveoant to Cheo aco c.ir­
field (Coor. :Q235G2S) for c.n o~ero.tion in support of tho AWm Air­
borne ::rigc.dc. A ;:'/NU ~ll3crinent hc..~~ been loca.ted in the DOun-w.ir. jJelSS 

south~ost of Chao neo. The nission involved supportinG the lli1VN 
Airborno Dricudc \oli th c.irlift of supplies end personnel. A secon:: 
oission Yoa given Ccrcpony h, that of evacuntinG 0. ~istrict head­
quarters noar Choo r~o which had been under attack by tho Viet Cone 
for several cays. 

Lecnuso of the enc~y situation, supplies nnd amounition hac not 
been sent to the villagc for several dcys. Prior to decision to OVc.c­
unte the hClldqUD.rtcrs, c. bc.ttnlion of the l.i.vrr c.irbornc brigado r.ttCI:lpted 
to Cai.'1 access to the vill.:!go by convoy. The convoy was o.nbushec in 
a defile four kiloceters southwest of Cheo I~o with heavy c~suo.lties 
rop~rtGd. Vehicles end ::.rtillery WGre burned while the unit ves ;>inned 
down for 20 hours. 

The eva.cua tion was plrumcd for 1500 hours tho followinG' :!::W, and 
would 00 =cle by Con;oeny A, the 119th Avn Co, nod tho 52nd lirlift 
Plo.tco~. Air Foroc hIE's ~cl F-IOO's executed n~pl~ and 2000 strikes 
lU"oun:: the villnGo cleurine the ;my for the helicopters. Cocpa.ny 1,. 
leo.d the fliGht into the lU"a~, followed by the 119th Avn Co and 52nd 
Airli~t Plo.tcon. /", Cc::lpa.ny iJ. liftod off tho LZ tho Viet Cone be~a.n 
Dor'z:-incr the c~istrict headq=ters o.nd the lancling zone. Tho 119th 
'.Ins ur.:l.blo to la.n-:.~ L, t..:.:o o.rco. bec.'lusc of the intense mortc..r one! 
craun:! fira in cmc! :.rou...:~ the LZ. The tlission W.'lS aborted c.nc! c.ll 
units returnGd to Chao i"..eo c.irfiolcl. Comp~y h. W.'lS able to ext:r:!ct 
nca.rl~ .. ona hundred c.n~ sixtj~ r.;eot:'lc from the villace on the lift. 
/drorc~t c~rricd tho n~ ~ossiblo lond with ns o~ny (IS fifteen 
pa.ssenrrers on sano helicopters. 

Tho lJWN Dricc.~c c.c:l.in c.ttC!:l'9tod c. convoy to the hc:'.cqoorto'!'s 
::>.£ter scvar(ll d~:rs :"'1:: dehts of consbnt bomUng by the Air Force. 
The c-::;.·toy t.I::lS succcssf-..:J. :!:'1:~ the hcc.clauc.rtars wns evacuate:! by Mr.:!. 

TIle ,.~:!.~t Gong rcgino:;.t, nfter (~'::'?:l of intcn~c bOMbing by the Air r-:lrcc, 
t.ri th-:'!T-l into the i1c·.:.nt:-.i..ns soUt.~'-IE'S to!' Cheo Heo ending the siega. 
Ccr.-::::,.~.·; A tm.s rele.:.se.:! ::''":d rE':'''Jr;}l2~ to 0C'.n t-!e TIlUOt but sever:1.l .::ir­
c:,:.~ t. :,lere left :'.t Chec i.\~o c.:'rficld for support of c.'1visory tG~ .. 
IJ~u':""":; the nigl:t the- V~.=t Cong mn:tnrc.:! t.'1e airfield dom.:".ging se~r.::l 
of tho ~ircr~ft. C~e ~;-1D v~s flovn ~v~y during the att::>.ck by liLt 
Ed~c.r:' T. l'ledgcr. Uoor. lCUlding ~t Qui Nhon the ere.., counted ei;h.ty­
four !=~gcent holeo L'1·tho ~i~"roft. 



On 2 l.ugust Company;" "Ins darted for movement to ?l.eiku. The 
United States Speci~l Force. C~~p of Due Co hac been under siege for 
several weeks, -,/hen on J J~t·.;.;utJt 0'Pcr~tivn jj~ ThC'.!'lg 5 was condllc"tG:: by 
the 52nd k,,-n un. T-::o opEH~r..uion w~,s in 3'.1p'?Qrt of the Jrd Cl.!':.d ~;t.:~. ::~.-:t:ll­
lena, 1st 1~"i.Vi.,r .I~rborne Dr::".s~c:c. Element.s of tha 117th iLvn CJ. G--:::.:::....,y 
I., 119th l.m Co c.nd tho 52nd L.irlift ~lc.toon st~ged from C"",p Holl~"e.y 
L.rmy l.irfield c.:::! lifted 1150 troops in oi>: lifts to the lending 7.~ne 
a.t the Duo Co .h.!rf!ald. SCl<.'\ll a.nns nnd o.utor.tc.tic ~lCo.pons fire !"i(n'~_ 
received in the ·.ric:.nity of the lanuing zone, resulting in 0:10 Ci-D 
and ons UIi-G (J~) ciJL;,g d:.::l!;l.ged wi tIl no CC.5,:cJ:~:tes. 

On 10 Augu.t, the units performed c.n airlcndod assault mission in 
support of the 5th IJlVN lUrborne Dattalion. The airer~ft staged from 
Hollo",,"y Army Airfield and lifted 4)0 troops in three lifts to the same 
lo.nding zone at Due Co Airfield. During ti'le lo.st lift, casualties were 
extracted ""d 4000 Ibs of supplies were carried to the AnVIl M,~rino Task 
Force wh;ch he.d !1::,eviously been lifted to the Due Co llrfleld. Clese 
air support wns providod by eight US1J' F -100 IS, four of wr..i.ch werc 
utilized in the prestrike, while tho remaining four were used pro'Ticie 
air cover. Scc.ll a.nns, Qutomc.tic t,.ICopons and corter fire weTe received 
in the landing zone. Two UII-J.L I S recoived hits und ono US door gunner 
of the ll9th ~vn Co was wounded. 

During the :Juc Co opcT.:-.tion Company Ii. provided a.ircro..ft ea.ch cb.y 
to the 52nd Am :n for purpose of resupply, I:lc::'ica.l Cvo.cuc.tion, c.nd smnll 
troop placements throughout the oper~tione.l ureu. The siege wc.s finally 
broken on 15 l.ugust wi til the wi thdrm,el of the Viet Cong regiment into 
Crunboc.in. Compc.ny A '.Ins rclc:.sed. end roturned to Dan Me Thuot .. 

On 24 August elecents of A Compc.ny, the 121st Avn Co, c.nd the 501st 
ilo.Vll Co from Gien Hoo., perforned nn a.irlo.nded c.sso.ul t in support of the 
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of cletlring high""y 21 from Den Me Thuet to 
llba Tr~g. Airereft skffed fro", Den He Thuot (East) 'Airfi.ld, c.nd lifted 
1257 troops of the l,jc.rine To.sk Force (AlWN) in five lifts to a l:mding 
zone coord DQ120165. During the lust lift into the LZ, one UII-lJ (A) of 
Cocpc.ny It e::cparicnced a. low sido governor fa.i1urG and ernshed into the 
trees in tho vicinity of tho LZ. The crow wes ovaeuo.tod by illl-lO buck to 
Do.n He Thuot. The aircraft wes piloted by ,10 Phillip D. Pettit whe 
was modieally ovacue.ted to the United State. boeeuse of injuries. The 
aircrc.ft sustained major dCDage. 

Closo air suppert durin!> tho opere.tion ;te.s provided by four USi.F 
AU: IS. No hostile fire woos received. The Htlrinc To.sk Forco we.s convoyed 
out of the oper::.tionc.l nrec. nt the completion of the opor:'.tion. lr..ll"ing 
tho entire cpore. ticn, mcdico.l GV~!'cuo. tion Md resupply c.ircrc.ft ilC!"9 

prOvided by Cocpany A. 

• The 2Cth of August m=1:ed the re-I:ssignmont of Coopany A's Ce=and-
ing Officer e.s Executi va Officer of the 52nd l.vn [;n. In II brief e;'c.nge 
of comend ceronony at Cc.n He Thuot, Mejor FrOG T. Yruangnta took eo=nd 
of COr.JF~ny I., Ho.jor Yc.r.mgata ho.d been the Executive Officer of the 52nd 
~vn Dn for the past six nonths. 

On 5 Sopte~ber the first door gunner plctoon eOr.Jpleted its ninety 
day oss;,IT".I:1ont c,n~ returned to the 25th Inf Div. Thoy wore reloivod 
by 1st rot 1,uthur J. flynn C'.l1U his 9ho tgun platoon. Tho now ;:latooD 
consisted of :3 ncol s c.nd 24 EM, all wera v"luntcors frcn troops 1., :; 
o.nd c. 3rd Sqcln, 4th Co.v, 25th I!1.f Dh·. TIle plo.toon "'0.5 aasignc:! DY 
to Cc;:,p'J.ny 1~ for a period of J r:lOni:hs. 

T1c 10+;'h of Scptenbcr onrkcd the boginnL'lg ()f a. period .,r C:!::!=:'.T1y AI s 
hist~r:.# in Hhich the Wlit '.Jol.lld be in#lOlvc~ in ::!ajr::r operntiuns ir. all 
four Ccrps c.rO:lS :f Viet Nc..n, in cne thirt:: (~~:: period. 



On 8 September, the ur.i t W1S ,,-le::-ted for movement to Q=g, Iigo.i. 
Combined 1<i th elomn!lts of t;-.~ 119 th £:1:, c~, C:nC:~,!l:' il performed 0.:1 o.ir­
lc.ndcd c.z:3:::.:1t ('.:1(~ C~L:'C"t.:.-:.:: :-.i.:~;:Lcn ~_n S12P:;:':::·1:· elf the 5th tT,,:) Sncci:lJ. 
!' O:-C:fI G:"':·.:,?~ fi.fty U:)s.;? c • .::. ... ~.~8:r~r r:;r'scru~cl c-r.'(:1 21.0 !uan :.L.:":·b.,:::-:~c 
R.:..(I.,S€~=-s l.~2r(. l::'i'tc(; :::-c~ t:-~: s-:c.:S8:'iclc: Co t Cl"..i..:'_·.~G Fg~.i -:0 t!lS lc:::='i..~~ 
zone c:t c::.i.'Co :7~~37JC3 in C'::Q lift one::. lc.tcr e:...-trn.cted in ana li:>~ f'roIJ 
the scr'3 ~,::;. ::') :lCstile !'!.=s \.;2.S received. Close o.ir sup:cort t,;::.~ 

provi::od ':~_:" ei~;'l't, U2:2 /}.IZ::; util.~,Z8d f::r p!"est:"~cG, a...l1d eight r;s~'2' D-57 t S 
were ".1ZG :~. :-:~~." e,;.r CCVO:t'9 Z'!G nis:;:ion \1::3 c::::.plot.:d and COlilP:.ny· :.... return-
ed to Jc..n :-:8 T.a.'uot. 

12 So,,':'oDber found Cocp=y A prepcring for movement to So.ic;en to 
work witt th8 li.5th !.vn Dr.. ~le epo.::d;inn involved lifti!15 olc!C.snt3 
ef the ::'T'~d li.irbome Drig~:::c o.nd tho lcoynl J.Clstrc.lio.n TIegme:,'c into 
0..."1 c.:!"on. 5 }-..llc!':!8ters North of Den Cc.t.o Si:: 0.:"1" tlobile compc..nif~Z oJ.t'!.s 
A.i.r Forcn e'J.D!.!entis were involved in t~e operc.tion. The o~o:'''':.:ticr,'l~ C'l)n­
sisted of :::::lcin~ fi VG lifts from "ion lioo. to") m LZ North of Bien C'::.~. 
This (1.;":'<)0. \.;o.s knmm o.s liD" Zone o.nd had long been 0. s::mct,"o.ry fo.:' t,lO 
Viet Cona. l 

Aftor tile first dc.ys c:peration, Conpmy A returned to So.igon for 
the night; t.ri th instructions to return to ?huec Vinh by 150700 prepo.red 
to stay j.n the field the reno.inder of the opero.tion in direct sup;:ort 
of the ["c'TN 1.irbome wrie:o.de. The Compo.ny rcno.ined 0. t Phueo Vinh 
throUGh the 22nd of Soptember when it wus directed to return to Saigon. 
Al thOUGh t"e Ccnpmy wns in direct support of the liliVl1 Airborne Crigo.de 
it lm.S fr<Jo.t.:ently reco.lled to III Corps control to p=ticip,,-to 1..'"1 o.ir­
Innced o.SGo.ul ts nnd cxtro.ctior.s with the 145th Avn Dn. The Conpmy oJ.so 
provided the l73rd Jlirborne ::irigo.de with o.ircro.ft for r(3suppl~", :Jedico.l 
evo.cuc.tien, md small troop plc.cements. The wnjority of Compo.ny A's 
o.ircro.ft W3re flying o.n o.vero.ge of 4 to 8 hours 0. do.y flyinG time during 
this period. On 28 Soptmnber the Conpc.ny wus releo.sed to return to 
Dnn Mo Thuot. This ho.d proved to be 0. long three do.y mission. 

Prior to this operation no friendly troops hed been in the =eo. for 
over fi.fteen ye=s. Du...""ing the operation 0. 200 bed hospitc.l o.nd sClpplies 
were found oJ.ong with an ~tion fectory c.nd tons of ac~t:.cition. 
Heavily fortified b~~ers and miles of tunnels were o.lso f0und 1.." the 
axee o.long with mo.ny tons of rice which YeS revovod or destroyed. This 
bec~e the first in 0. series of Dnjor operations throughout this o.ron 
involving US troeps. A C~y Wo.s to return to this o.reo. ~y tiDes. 



STJ.TISn::s OF C;Ul ... ''''lEfu.y Cr-EfJ.TIONS 

1. lhlmbor of So::-ties fl:~:r. ,;'::ir:" prcccedin,: qu::::-ter: 7972 

2. lu::ber of Ccnbc.t sorties flN::: :::ur!.:'i! prcccedin:; qu:::rtGr: 7522 

3. !~u::J.ber of flyinc !':,:mrs :lclffi :lurinG preccG ::'L'1G quc.rter: 4°o~ ·J'ri.) 

4. Hl.Obcr of pc.ssenr:ers lifted c.'.lI'in.€ precea ::inrr qu::zter: 8559 

5. Nuober of tons of ca.rgo liftec curing preceedinc; quc.rter: 204 

6. NUt:lber of circrc.ft struck by ground fire curing preceedinf; q".l...""..Tter: 87 

An."'l.ex 1J.. 
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l'EIlIOD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 6, 

This quarter ha. boon highliChtocl by the number of cnjor oper"tions 
in which Compnny 1;. took ]XLI"t. Durinil thi. quarter the OompMy oontinued 
to opartlte not only in the II Corp. aro" but :lloo in tho III "Ild I'l Corps 
area.. These operation. yore milestone. in tho .truggle agcin.t the 
Viet Congo Such oper<!tion. were the "Iron Triangle" oporntion, the 
Plei Me Operation, the fuy Hoa rice harvest operation, and, ficnlly 
"Operation Dushwackar" invoJ.ving elements of tho l.t Division "Ild the 
lOlst Airborno Drigt'.de in the area =cund tho Michelin rubber planta­
tion northwest of Saigon. 

other event. during this period wore the r.t'. •• icnment of t~o 
~,. o=nndnns, the rotation of our la.t "Shotgun" platoon, Md 

the rede.icrnnticn of COI!lpMY 1., a. the l55th Aviation Camp""y (AimobUe 
liellt). 

EVE/ITS [.11D Omril.TIONS 

Ch 6 October Camp:my /J. was :llerted for movoment to Saigon, to be 
attached to the l1.5th Avn Dnttalion, Tho operction involved lifting 
element. of the l73rd Airborne Drig:ldo by menns of five airmobile 
oOl!lpanie. into t~o londing zones, in the infamous "Iron Triangle. 
thirty kilometers north of Saigon. The Iron Trianglo hac, for mere than 
15 year., been :l ~oll kn= catmIUai.t 8aactunry. Tho initi:ll operation 
was oonduoted by mnld.ng :l troop lift into a seoured landin£ zono to (lct 
a. t'. blockine forc. for the mobile elo~nt. ~ch wore landed, in four 
lifts, in an LZ welve kilOl!lGtor. to the ~e9t. The :lron hnd boen 
pr.stritok by Air Forco D-52'. six hours prior to the as.cult a.,d F-100'. 
along ~th artil.l.cry of the 173m DriBad. wre used to pre.trike the 
landin{: zone_ 

As the l73rd swpt through the Iron Tri<mgJ.o they encountered fe~ 
Viet Cong but found lArCe store. of .upplie., includine enour.b rico 
to feed ~ VC regiment for four conths. Thcy-:ll.o unoovered fresh 
evidence of the CoCl!lU%list '. long fnmed trenching arts, tumels _ up 
to I,D feet deep and several hundred yards long, with angled !,oITidor. 
and galleries to reduce blast effecte, air vent. and ecercency oxits. 
Weapons of all makes and calibre. were found :lloncr with an abund=e of 
ammunition, milles and grenade., 1iufficient medic"l supplies to e.tablish 
n field hospital w.re found and recovered by the ground troops. 

Upon relell.e from support of the 173rd Airborne Drignde, the comp:my 
moved oven flll'ther south to join with tho 13th ivn On. At 1200 hour. 
the 9th of October, Comp:my. /J. olosed at Soc Trang, home of the l2lst 
Avn Co and Company/J. of the 50l.t Avn Dn. Thi. oporlltion on the Delto 
involved lifting elements of the 9th aM 27th !J..71N Division frem 
Vi Thanh (Coord WR5SOS;;0') into to"" landing zonos. A total of three 
lift. were "",de into the arcn. lifting approximately 1200 troops. 
Moderato ground fir. wa. received in both LZ-'., but no aircro.ft were 
dnmage<1. At 1200 hours 10 October the Compo.ny wa. relensed, Md roturned 
to Dan Me Thuot, 

A.1'ter orrivizlg o.t Don Hc Thuot th. Company •• ttlod down for n ~ell 
enrned rest. This period of re.t wns short lived however for Lt 2200 
hours the evening of the lOth tho company was nl.rted tor movement to 
Tuy Hoa to support ~ rice harvest operntion. With thirteen troop 
cllITiers and six o.n:o.d holicopter., the canp:m,. depo.rtod D= Me Thuot 
Md clo.ed nt Tuy Hon ~t l51,D hours. Proparution. were made for n 
three day .toy at the Tuy Hoa North Airfield, The operation to •• cure 
tho fall rice harve.t in tho Tuy floa valloy involved a four lift 
movement of n 1!!Wlouvor fore. of the 47th Regiment (!o.JlVlf) in the corning 
nnd n tw lift movemont of " blocking force in the o.fternoon. Puring 
the morning lift one armed hclicopter e~.rienc.d a prcmnture rocket 
explosion causing oxtend '{O structur:ll d=go to tho aireraft Md blldly 
wounding !'Fe l/ip.1= !>J:>le. ~o "". eyn~uatod to I!h~ TrMg Md the 
Uni ted St..~te". 



-::. 

At 1130 hours this sarno day n IIl-U.1Dl~!" c~ll \/~9 roceived froe. an 
l.-lE which heel been flying ,.ir cover f:r tho oper:·.tion. The I.IE hed 
s"..1£fercd elovator centrcl fc.ilurc en r. str:ll"ing run ~d tho pilot WllS 

fcrcad to bailout :".t sec.. i~ st~goCO':',C!1 UH-lD crowed by C~:pto.in 
Looncrd L. Doswoll :'..nd G\·IO Gr.::.rlos Gibson rescuod the ;:ilot freI: an 
axtreooll rough sec. 

Tho following r.:.:rning Ge::l?::'.ny A :-:crf':'me::! two nore lifts with the 
1..7th l1oginont "-!ld ,res rclo::.sod to return to enn tic TImet. 

On 20 October Conpcny 1. departed 2en rle Thuot onroute to Phu Gc.t for 
c. ten dc.y opera.tion. Decc.usc of bt'.d \lcc.thor tho company diverted to 
Pleiku for the night. Upon crrivnl the c:"'pcny wes teld to off loc.d ell 
field gear cnd stnnd by for 0. possible lift into the S;:ccbl Forces Camp 
Cot rlei He. This r:1.::rked the beginning of the largest c.tt['.e~{ ever 
lc.unchcd by tho Viet Gong :.nc. cne of tho ::lost difficult support tUssions 
=.ny ~mobile compnny ever conplctod. F::r the first five dc.ys, !J. Conpc.ny 
~s the only cirnobilc conpnny nv~ilcble for support~ 

Tho CClilp heel been c.ttuck€ld by :In estino.t€ld Viet Cone regiment 
daring the night. Shortly o£ter dcy breck, it appeared that tho V.G. 
h::.d br"ken canto.ct and retiree.. Two cedicc.l evo.cucticn helicopters 
of the 1..98th l·ledic<ll Conpc.ny with two =01 escorts fron the 119th 
kvn Co were lo.unched to recover the dead end wounded from the c~p. 
DurL~g the mission tho circr~t receiv~d he~vy auto~~tic weapons fire 
u; to cnlibre .50 size. Cns of tho escort gunships wns hit (1J)d cr.:.shed 
ir. flames just outside the southwost perinctar of the c~p. 

On the nornine of 21 Oct, Gornpan;" A w::.s ccllec1 on to lift 240 IJlVlI 
airborno aangers fran Camp HQlloway to ~~ L2 four kiloneters north of the 
besieged cnn? Durins the rcconnuiss~~ce of the L2 one UH-lD (crned) 
of Conpc.ny .It. suffered mechc.niccl fnilure Hhich rosulted in sepera.tion 
of the nain rotor from tho circr~ft at 2000 feet absolute nltitude. 
Tho helicopter crO-shod end cX?lodod on :i1:J.p:-.ct. The nircro.ft w['.s 
cc~ded by liLt Hc.rold A. Proiscndefcr and piloted by WO Joseph S. 
Huwyler, crewchief C'.nd gunner "lOro 81'/5 Hillicn J. Johnson ::.nd WC 
Mich<lel E. D<lvis. This crew ~s the first lost by Goop::.ny A in the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

About r.lid-morning on the 22nc! cf Odo:er, four UH-J.: I S (<lIned) of 
COC?a.ny b. were dispntched to escort n VlU..F GE-.34 in n roscue nttonpt 
for 0. downed AlE pilot. The CE-31.. did not ct~el!1pt the pilot pickup, 
because of the grounc fire in the are~. liLt Edwnrd T. Pledgor of 
Ccopcny ~ salvocd the rockets fro~ the nrced helicopter he w~s flying 
and cccomplished the pick-up. 

Later in the d~y n secane rescue ctte~pt ~us ~cde for another 
de'.med b.ir Force pilot in the vicinity of I'lei He. This rescue <lttOl!lpt 
hed ta ce aborted due to heavy nutooatic we~pons grounc fire end dnrkness. 
The rescue wns effcctec. the next mornin~ when four UH-lD1s (n~ed) of 
Cc",~any £. escorted "-!l Air Forco GlI-31.. intc the crush site. 

On 24 October the 52d Avn Dn WCg given the mission of deploying 
4CO l"url1 soldiers of the 22nd f"'-nger :::.ttc.licn nlencr the route of on 
Jirtled Tesk Force cnroute to relieve the besiGFOd cr.mp. The troops 
'Were to secure likely n. .. ·:lbush 5i t05 o.lcn:-:: the intended route of the 
Tesk Force. DurinG the lift ono hclicc;,tcr struck stUI:l.~S in the LZ 
ar.1 w~s ~estroyed with no injuries. 

Hondny, the 25th, found Conpa.ny J~ :.n~ the l19th Avn Co, ossistin~ 
the 1st Cde, l3t idr Cc.v Div, in :t trn'Jp ~l:1.ccmcnt froD Gcnp Hollowny 
t:: :::.rens nroun(: the rIel He Sr;ccial Forces C~:r.lp. 



On the 28th, elements of Compc .... ,)" I. enc! the 119th extrllCtod the 
.42nd Airborno Hanger Conpn.ny U.i.Vi:) f:"::'Ii:1 ~J.,=;l He ':;,0 ~:he Ur:;w ?la.ilcu 
!*-irfield I!1Crkinr: the end or one rot :~:: l:~,c~;: .. ~:t'3fi~ bf'ltt.l:'!s ,::f t.h'3 wnr 
in Vietnam.. ~c:;t operation intel).:!;:~:,:c :,::'l:i.c.:''':~o '~,;,,·,:·t :r:ci tlit) ws 
staged b)' the 'iiet Long \lith c.. p!"::"::0:7 1"I1'1'".e of l'i~llr.S C.~!"Cl·o.ft, 

Following the siege of Plei !':. the US First Cavlllry Division 
relentlessly pursued tho Viet Cong '.l.''ltil in Ie. Drc.ng v:.J.l!Zj" uCha.r'lloli 
stopped to do pitched bnttle. Abou~ this b:lttle, Newsw.ok Magazille 
said, "In its bloodiest weok to dc..ta, the fighting in Vietnam reeched 
a pitch of sav:lge intensity thc.t US troops hed not experienced since 
Koree.. Among other honors of war, Communist troops impaled captured 
South Vi.tm:rnese soldiers on stllkes.. ,1'lUnded US troops were shot down 
their comrades, cnrnged, ahat somE! D:1rth Viatncmese prisC'ners C"ut of ' 
hlllld. The bitterest battle was L'1 the she:l scarrcd III Dr~ng w.Hey, 
nellr the Carnbodilln border, where US troops reported th~t they killed 
perhnps 1,500 communists during the entire engagement. In the same 
area, a batt~lion of the US First C~vclry DiviSion, wes ambushed, ~d 
one complllly virtuo.lly annihilate". Total estil:lated US killed in the 
III Drang fighting ,,"-s 175." 

"At Plei He llnd I:l ;)rang, the US Forces no longer fou"ht Viet Cong 
Ceurillas in their black pajrunns but rather feced the People Arty of 
Vietnc..m in steel heloets and full b~ttle ge~.n 

On 18 November the 52d Avn Dn c..guin joined force, with the 1st 
Air CIlV Oiv, in operations in the Ie Drang valley. Tho lureest 
single operation of tho year. The 119th Avn Co, Compeny fl, nnd elements 
of the 1st Air Gav Div transported 2500 II Corps (AnVil) troops from 
Due Co Air:'ield into the vlllley us u blocking foroe. The JiliVN unit 
was lifted into an area which wns lccatecl between the retreating 
Viet Cong and the C~bodillO border. This finlll IlsSllult on 18 Novecber 
'Was the last operation in which COtlpc.ny iL was involved in the Plei Me, 
III Orang Ilrell. The Viet Cong retrec.ted piece~eol ncross the C~bodian 
border the bllttle ended. 

In Saigon, General ,Iilli= C, ,lestmorelllOd proclDJ.r.ted the In Drang 
action o.n unprecedented victory. US casu:ll ties were "heavier thon in 
any previous engo.gerJemt, but small by conpo.rison with the enet1Y. II 

On 1-2 November, between major nissions in the Plel He, Ia Oreng 
operation the 52nd Avn Dn supported operation Quyet ThllOg 172 at Tuy­
HOIl, CompllOY I., the 119th Avn Co "-n: the Marine Helicopter CompllOY 
from Qui Nbon conductod an operc.tic~ in support of the 22nd Inf Div 
(ARVN) in an operntion to 1l(;C.in secure the rice rich Tuy Hoa velley. 
A totlll of 720 troops were moved in three lifts, under lew ceilings 
and with pocr visibility. The USLF provided a forty five minute 
prestrike on the lending zone. One Ull-ID (Amed) was struck by 
ground fire but recovered to the stage field with no further incident. 

On 7 November a second air l~nded ~ssault was conducted. The 
operlltion involved uir landed two battalions of the 47th Inf regt, 
IlJld t"o bllttlllions of the Airborne Task Force. This was Il four lift 
operation do;!layed for more tho.n c.n hour between the second nnd third 
1::L~t3 because of weather. From Tur Hoa, the 52nd ~vn ['11 moved to 
Du~ M:r in '=::?IX'rt of tho /1RVN artillery school in a coc.bined ~rt:lS 
der.tonct.ro.tic:r:... r.~('mpany A provic~d thirtaen lTli-ID I S ::me! six WI_lOt s 
(i1rmed) , The 11 n,,:. pro"deled to"el ve UH-ID' s (transport helicopters) 
and six UH-ID's ("rood) for the deconstration. il.ll dr !:lovernents. 
Air Force end ~rtil).ery fires wera ?repla.nned c.nd coordino.ted by the 
Du"J Hy Tr::.inL-:r; Celli-,er Advisory Tee.::. he p.:.rt of tho c.e~onstr.:.ticn, 
a tot~l of 546 troops wero lifta1 cr. ~n ~ir l~nded aS3c.ult into mult­
iple L23. The deIilcr:.str:ltion r:..."1 sr.:::othlr o.nd was a grec.t success. 
h.ttendin= the dCl .. :on3trc.tion W'E:!ra t· .... , hundred high ~!::Ln~ obsar-Jag 
hellded by General ~Iillicrn C. lIestr.:oreland. 

( 

-----------------_._._--_._ .. _ ... -



On lS November, ~Iaj or Fred T. 
United States bocauso of illness. 
Company Exocutivo Officer, cssumed 

Y:'r.ta~c.t.:. WIlS owcuo.tacl to tho 
Captcin J::'J!!es Napier who had bean 
cor:mm.n:: of G~r.l.rrutY' I ... 

ThanksGiving Day found Comp"ny i. in ;::"" ~;e Tlmot, celebrating 
the holiday 1nth an airlc.ndod "ssault :md , lo.r~e turkey dinner. 
Three hundrod lmd forty eIro troops woro ltlr lifted fror.! ;Cuen Eo. Yana 
S~ecial Forcos Camp to an LZ five-kilometers t: the west. Followlng­
the cssault, the company hosted 12 members of t~e locnl r.lissionary 
group at a turkoy dinner. 

On 28 November Compc.ny " received ofCico.l notice that it wns 
bein.; redesignated, Headquarters USIillV, Genercl Order No. 1677, d"ted 
20 November, direoted that Company A woulG beceme the lS5th Aviction 
Company (I~"L) and th"t CcmpMY £. 1st ;.viation :uttalion would return 
to the 1st Ir£ Div which hOld recently arrived in the r~public of 
Vietnam. The farner 155th Avn Co. wcs ussi!iIlo= to the 1st Inf Div 
as Coopany l~, 1st Avn Dn upon nrri vol froc Korea. 

The 30th of November snw the deperture of liLt i.rthur RYM "nd 
six ~embers of the shot gun pl"toon. The unit had been notified 
earlier in the month that it would be the last unit to be assigned 
on u TnY basis. Nineteen members of the ;latoon chose to remain 
us ~embers of the 155th b.viation Company (IJ-IL) when they were given 
the option of extending their 90 duy y.cy to a full year o.ssiBnment. 

On 29 November the 155th was pIeced en a four hour alert for 
movement with twelvo trcop carriers end five armed helicopters to 
Dien Hoa to report to the 118th hVO Co for approximately ten days. 
Decause of bud wenther between [en Me Thuot ond Dien Hoo. the Company 
was ~able to depart until 1100 hours on the 30th. 

Upon arrival o.t Dien 1100., Captain Napier was infomed that the 
155th would be working under the operational control of the 1st Avn 
Dn. After refueling, a troop lift of three hundred an~ Sixty men was 
=de by the company from f,ion Hoa to Tay Ninh. Upon completion of 
the. troop lift, the comp~y recover-ed to !:ien Hoa, lll1d was directed 
by III Corps, through the 1st Avn On, to nove to Phu wi where the 
1st Avo Dn was to provide mess and billeting facilities. Through 
16 December, working on u day to day baSiS, Stnrrecoa.ch supported, 
variously, the lOth Inf Div (IJlVII) , Speciel Forces C=ps, 1st Inf 
Div, 101st AD Drigade und III Corps Headq~ters. The ~ajerity of 
effort expended during this period was in suppert of operations 
Dushwacher I and II, in the sarno area in which the co~pany had opero.ted 
two ~onths earlier~ 

These current operations were partially as a. result of elements 
of the 7th Inf Re['t (IillVN) being overrun near the abandoned Michelin 
Rubber Plantation near Tuy Ninh. 

"There was fighting in plenty, arour.~ the huge abandoned Hichelin 
Rubber Plantation near Deu Tieng, sooe 40 niles northwest of Saigon, 
when tioiO bo.tto.lions hit ell four sides of a gO'VeI'IlC.ent encanpcent on 
Date ralm Hill, the South Vietnamese defenders hurled theo back in 
vicious hand to hand coobut, takinG a hea'rJ toll in o=unist lives. 

"Cut tho Viet Cone were hnrdly crushel. 1,lhan the men of South 
Vietnam's 7th «egioent lined u~ abrecst for a .weep through the plan­
tation, the reds attnckec throur;h the trees in hUIJD..n lJ'c.ves. 1I\'Te l re 
folding up" radioed the senior US t.dvisor as the commu..,ists engulfed 
his ~osition. Soon he w~s dend, alonG wi:h much of the rest of the 
reginent in the most sUV<lge cor::r.lUnist attc.ck of the wn..r. Dut the 
South Vietnnoese hod foufbt to t!1e last Mlet", is how the Time 
MaGazine described the ir.liti"l contact. 

.---------.---------.--~---.-.--



en 15 Decol:1ber, the 155th '/C.s direntad by 8-:1. 1st i~ !:r.. to 1:10'10 

to Dian Tre. The u.ni t closad o:t i:Jien '::''3 In:r.h tc:: t.,."mp c=ior~, and 
four aI':led helicopters. This 'Jni t or:er::r.ad \O/ith t!.l(' 13th Jo.vn ;::n in 
support of the 7th Ir-.f ~iv (b.R'J!':) lifti:l;:: tT,;o butt:J.lions :::. 1l ccobllt 
o.sso.1.i.l::o: 1\10 addi tic=.c.l l:o.ttnlions wc:"~ t!.1en moved 011 r.. ·~r-:Jr.'!i 'Cl.cce­
nc:;t. ~ssion .::nd the cr:.gin::J. tt.;o bo.tt:.li':~s t:are c,;,trnc·c,~·.: "to .~'::!'~":I 
s-:::".~~:i!:; C~--OO.S in 0. :usy CI.:J.y" yhich so..w -::18 eQ.uj,\1'D.lent of s1;: b~.tt~:!..ions 
tlC7e:~.. ".':le ur:it WIlS re~"ellsed by the ::'3th 1..";1 Dn o.t l'nO i::1.:.:'S o.r.d 
rs-tt=ec to Fhu Loi .... here it 10IllS releo.sed by the 1st ATm :ne The compo.ny 
closed :t Dc...'1 Me Thuot on 17 December f:r c. brief respite. 

_fulle c.t Phu Loi, Mc.jor Joseph L. Po.rllls Jr. becc...~e comcc::~~,g officer 
of tC8 155th il:7n Co. l·:c.jor Fo.rltls had just completed ci.gh':.e-9!,,~ months 
ground d\l'~Y with the lst Co.v Div. Mo.jcr JCI:les W. Nc.picl· III beco.::!l3 
8-4, 5':':':d i1.":11 :en. 

Detl.reen 17 c.nd 31 Decenber the 155th reverted to its role in sup­
port of the 23rd Ir.f iii v (./liNN), During this period seven cOi:lbo:i:. !lS­

sllult cissions were flown in support of the 23rd Inf Div end local 
CIDG u.::.:'.ts. 

Cr.zoi3tm!:'.s Dey fo=:'! the 155th to.ki::" !l w<31J, deserved rs'li'. Ilt Dan 
Me Thuc:", ~.'he good old i'ashioned Christ~s spi::-it wuo in7.·t=Jr!"'J..pted for 
only 0. ~rio=' period on Chri:,,-tmc.s Eve vlhen 0. sig1·,t·ing on t!"".B periIaeter 
fence sent all personnel scrcmbling for their bU"L~ers, 

To round out the ye=, elenents of the 15:;th ~"ld t):.;; 119'ch Am 
Co t s ut:!..li~~d 21 troe? co.rrier:3 o.nd t.~"e17e nrmGd b.eJ.icop"G~r~, to D.irlift 
4('-5 cr:~ troops frOD Duon ~c." Yc.ng UGSF Cil:crp, jJ:l ox. effort t.J ci8s~:roy 
0. VC 'I-=-aining ComPt The opero.tion was conducted in -three lifts and 
ene~y ~:ound fire was received, Three were no hits or co.suo.lties in 
either ·~t during the operation. 

The end of the ye= brought to 0. close a period of time far ,,'hich 
Ir.e!:\ber~ of t:19 155th c.nd o.tto.chments cen be proud, A period during 
which all four corps areo.s of Vietncm were supported by the ftc.guco!lch 
in 0. h;~~y profeesionc.l mllDner. 

----.-.--.• ~.----.-... -



TBI':lOl? D (AIR) 
1ST SQUADroN 4TH CAV ALBY 

Fort Riley, Kansas 

COPl'ElIHEAD Fl~t Fl~ht Leader - capt Gilmer 

FLIGIIT NO !m Alc 11) EIlOT Crew Chief 

Leadar llR-IB 22083 Gilmer" Charles T. 
Capt, 04058567 

Paulsen. kel S. Jr 
SI>5, RA281446SO 

Co-Pilot HenUeman, I!Qnald M. 
2L.t, 05414427 
(ABat Billetillg) 

2 OR-23 G 1271!fl Loissy. hed W. 
lLt, 02303939 

Wetheri.tlgton" Ol.q W. 
Ho" .tUl978l44O 

3 OH-23G 12788 Terry. W il:L.iam L. 
110-1. w.?151BOe 

Hissom. llonald M. 
SI>5" R.It.l.5645120 

4 OH-23G 12789 Mertz" Herbert O. 
110-1. 1113151187 

Smith, Thomas Jr 
81'5, lW..6663559 

5 OH-23G 12791. staub ach , 1tUl.iam S. Bowles. Norman T. 

6 OH-23G 127~ 

7 OH-23 G. 12793 

o tR-23G 12794 

OR-23G 12790 

1;O-.l.~2153~_ .. _P:fC, US5636a~3 

Sones. Richard A.. 
lLt, 099125 
(Mess) 
'Ialite. Jerry E. 
w:l-l, W3152U5 
(Asst Security) 
Seaman, Riohard A. 
1Lt~ 05217854 

Gil ms" .. JJtq E. 
110-4 . ""3152160 

llIUl.ock~ llean W. 
Si?4, R.U7648610 

ha.nk:ovich, l?t'ank;y V .. 
Si?4, RA..l8677936 

"won, Randel Jr 
Pic, US55781440 

Hauschild, John O. 
SPs. RA.l.7549450 

( ) Ind.ioates additional duty e=Qute. 
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