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I (EMORTLM
1965
PRC MICHARL B, DAVIS
¥0O JOSEEH S, MUYTER
SP/G WILLIAM J. JOMMSON
L1LT HAROLD A, PREISENDGFER
1966
WO BUGENE W, CASJELL
WO MICHAEL N. CCRYRILL
PFC RICHARD ¥, DARNE
WO RAYMOND L. FOaD
C GHENORY L, MILLER
W0 FIILLIP C. SHITH
FFC JAMBS WALKER
WO WILMER J, WILLTHGHAM
SP/ly JOUN W, WOOD
1967
SGT EZITR D, GRIFFIN
40 TERIANCE t/, NELSON

SP/S JAMAZ C. PATTERSON

21 our
21 oor
21 oot
21 oor

27 MAY
30 Nov
27 MAY
29 MR
20 IEc
29 MAR
30 nov
30 Nov

30 Hov

16 MR
23 MAY

16 MAR

«se that these men shall not have died in vain,
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FOIFID

Serving as o combal sepoort aviation unit in the Republic of
Vietnam, ohe 105%h Asscuolt Melicopter Cowpawny, with 1ts supporting
detechrents, is cimilor o the nany other aviation unita of the saue
cize and structure, Formed oviginzlly as Company A, lst Aviation Battalien,
lst Talantry Division &t Fort Qikey, Nantas, the wunit arrived at ‘!uné
Tan, Vietnam on L May 1965, PBringing with thkem 2l Ull.1D's, the cowpany's
advonee party was welcomed to Ban Me Thuot by Ib. Col, Delbert Townsend,
late commander of the ©2 Combal Aviatilon Battalion, After much preparation
and many training hours, during which the wen of Company A became proficient
in tho nev and demanding techniquos of flwing in a corbat mone, the
company was declared cporaticnal. L June 1995. On 20 November 1965
Company A was rodesisnated as the 15T6h Aviation Companjr (A1), .Unofficially
the J50th was diruched by bhe ds% fviation Drirade to designate 34s0lf
Hhe 155th Agsault lelicontar Company. This designation is in'éffect
for all s Motle Tight companisg thronghout Vietnam,

From the first, houcver, the airlift platoons were known as the
nStapecoaches,! while the armed platoon uas called the "Falcons. ™
Under those names the men of this proud compeny have sprcad their
reputaticn for accomplishing their miasion while maintaining the
higtest of safuty standards anﬂ mointeonance availahility throughout the
fepublic of Vietnam. From Dong Ha in the north o Soc Trang in the south,
from the fertile coast Lo the Cambodian berder, they have flewn over
50,000 houra in support of the allied forcos combabing: the threat of
Comrmnjiom in South Bast fuwia,

The 155%h Compound, Camp Coryell at Ban Me Thuot, lnown to the ren
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as "Victnam's in-country Rt center in the Central Highl.a'nds," is
looked upon by all members of the wiit with pride and pleasure, Xept
in a high state of police and beasting medern and well equippedlclubs,
a theatre, volley ball courta, and last but not least, a standard size
awimming pool, tha compound offers th the 450 men who live hero &
companionable and relaxing place to work. Tho men themselves have taken
ar active part in the upkeep of the compound, The pride resulting from
this in addition to a command. enphasis on granting the men ample time
to enjoy their efforts has contributed to the good morale and enthusiam
with which the min hawve entered into their work, The 155th Assault
lielicopter Company has becn most fortunate in being able to establish
good social and profossional rolations with the people of Ban Mz Thuot,
The men have boen mest cooperative in abiding with lecal laws and
curfews, Thoy havo taken it upon themsclves to centrel spending on the
ceonomy © : ' "
This history is dedicated to all those men who have served and are
strving with the 155th Assault Melicopter Company and ita detachments
since its arrival in the Republic of Victnam, with special tribute to
those officurs, warrant officers, and enlisted men who gave Ltheir liwes

in defense of their country,

TIT7 0RO vy TN Ag
77 \M vy Ruoyny

SHAARE R IV N T g RINEE

[ 033issyiozg

e,




PREDACE

Since 6 Novewber 1967 it has been my privilege to command the
155th Assault Helicopter Gompany. Defore that time I had the opportunity
to observe this company for a numter of months while serving as the
Txecutive Officor., The demonstrated flexibility of the aviation support
and the far raapging missions impressed mo, I find it even more satisfying

0 command a unit with such an evident display of espirit de corps and

team eifort by both officers and enlisted mon of the company and its
detachrments, During the peridd of my command, this company has supported l
ground and air elements of United States and Republic of Vietnam units in 5
the Central Highlanda., IL has becn my plecsure to be a part of this hard
working cowbat assanlt hclicopter team.

Tt is my goal for the future that the 155th repeat the ocutstanding

reccord i% sct in 1967. Company pilots, crews, and aircraft flew a

maximum nugber of combat hours with outstanding maintenance support behind b

them, and have prodvced one of the finest unit safety records in Vietnam,
The men of cach supperbing unit contributed to the overall flight record
of the company and made rval hictory for the past year. Individually,
they deserve special commendation for their participation in the full

year'a efforta of 1967.

Tt is my privilep: to write this proface to the 155th's unit history

5
i

for 1967. A wnit history which began a good many [lying hours and DERGCS ‘

dntes ago at Fort Niley, Kansas, and which 1s being made daily here din
Vietnem 18 In koeping with the highest traditiong of frmy Aviation and the

United States frmy. Ly i
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PART T

MISSION AND RESCOURCES

MISSTON

The wmission of the 155%h Assault Helicopter Company 1s (1) to
provide tactical air movement of combat troops in airmobile operations,
(?) to provide %actical air movement of combat supplies and equiprent

within the combat zone, (3) to provide cowbat assault support to combab

troops.

ORCNTALT TON

The 155th Assault Melicopter Company is organized under TOE 1-77G
and has the following units ettached:

165th Transportation Detachment (CHFHM)

B8th Medical Detachment

208th Signal Detachment (RADIES) (AVIOWICS)

9815t Military Polico Detachment (I-9)

255th Quarterwister Detachment (KD) POL

My Forco Detachment 10, 5th Weather Squadron
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REGTONLL AMALYSTS

TERARLOT
Phe II Corps Tactical Zene, in which Ban I Thuot is lecated and
in which the 155th Agsault Holicopter Company ronders the majority

of its support; covers an ared of 32,725 square miles or 1494 of the land

arca of Soubh Vietnam, Its western border is 32 miles long and in commcn

with Iacs and Cambodia. The castern border is approximately LCO miles

of ccastlino vordering on the South China Sen. The aren is L0 miles wide ﬂ.!
in the north and 32 siles wide in bhe soash, This area is politically f
Advided into the provinces of Konbam, Binb Dinh, Pleiku, Phu Bon, and i
Phu Yen in the 22nd ARVH Division Tackical Zone, and Darlac, Kanh Hoa, F{E
(uang Due, Tvyon Due, Nunh Thurn, Ian Deng, and Binh Thuan in the 23rd ’4

il

ARV Division Tactical Zonc. Goographically, this arco may be divided

—
TEETS

-t

into throg major arcil.

1, 'The coagtal plain is a narrcw atrip of long {lat, often marahy

teyrain, not more than twenty miles wice from tho sea inland., This area

TR IR T

is formed by a serics of numirous river doltas interrupted by rocly ridpe

linea running steeply to the soa, This arca is almost ontirely under

cultivation, with four rice crops a Jyulls
2, The wounbain repion extends from north to south almost the
entirc length of the IT Corps miotieal Zonc., Blevations range from
3,000 to 8,000 fech, with the castern slopes quite sheep and the western
area with most of

more pgroadual,  Rain Torcats cover three quarters of this

the remaindor covered with open, Cociduous growth, Cultivation is

1
L‘
#
j

limited to small, clearcd arcas on relativoly flat lond. Tlying in this
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area ig very hazardous with forced landing areas practically non-
existent, ceilings frequently vory 1low and winds unpredictable.

3, The plateau repgion is located west of the mountains and is
corprised of the Xontum Plateau in the north and the Darlac Plateau in
the south, This rc-zgic.m was altitades ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feot
with gently rolling hills and much open area, Whers the 01l is not
uncer cultivation, a thick growth of grass, to a height of eight to
ten foct, covers the ground. Where asdoquate drainage is provided, this
arca will supnort i‘.our wegetobls crops yearly.

The principal cities of this area are Phan Thict, Phan Rang, Mha
Trang, and Qui Nhon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains; and
Ban Me Thuot, Plei%tu and Kontum on the plateaus. The major routes of
this arca are:

Route #1 Saigon - Danang (coastal route)

noute #11 Dalat - Phan Rang

Nowte #1L Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kentum

nounte #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon

Route #20 Saipon - Dalat

Route #21 Dan M Thuet ~ ha Trang

The Hepublic!s major rail line parallels Route #1 along its entire
length with one spur line from Phan Rang to Dalat. Tho logistical and
cormunicaticns complex at Cam Ranh Bay is located be twwn Phan lang and
bha Trang.

WEATHER
Heather throughout this area can be divided into the summer monaoon,

June through Septerber, ond the winter monsoon, Hovember through April,
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with the monbhs of Tay and Octebor as periods of transitien, During

the sumer nonsoon bhe wing is scublnesterly, causing cloud bulldups
on the wezturn alepes of the mountairs, This results in e rainy soason
for the plateaus and mountainous arcaa during the sumher months while the

coastal provinces have clear glkies and good flying weather, The winter |
mongsocn brings a northeasterly flow with the conditions reversed. The }
coagbal provinces of Dinh Thuan and Main Thuen are 1little affected by
eithor monsoon and have goncrally clsar weabher the year around.

Averape rainful in the mountain and platcau areas s 90 inchesa,

and on the coastal plain 87 imches. ‘™o temperature on tho coastal
plain ranges from the nid 70's ve the high U0ts during the rainy scason
and low 00's to high 90's curing the dry season, Tho wmountaing and
platesus experience temperatures from the wid 60's to mid 80's during the
wet season, and low &0's to low 00's during the dry season. Winds arc
normally jpusty at 20-15 ‘motg with velosiby increasing with altitude,

furface winds up to 25 lmots are froquently encountered,

THDICENOUS POPULATTONM

Phe TI Corna Tactical Zene hag a population of approxinately 2.5
million peoplec, or just over 203 of the pepulation of the Jopubllc of
Vietnam, The majority of this population ls lecated along the coastal
plain in the vieinity of the citles. The majority of these people arc
ANNAaresc.

7he mewtbain and platean regions arc inhabited chiefly by :ontagnard
tribesmen. There are thicty-nine major tribos and some 21,5'0 gubordinate

tribal greups of these people Living in the hirhlands of Vietnam,

L
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Thaot is She traditional capitol of thece

o

gasbocin and Laos.  Nan e

wople. Dhe 1T Corps lrea 18 inhabited by a orocimately 500,000
1 P! s

Hontapnards. The leprost gribe in this region is the Rede, whose

’ anfluenee oxtends from fontun to Dan 1% Thuot.
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INEIFICANY BVENTI AND OBZRATIONS

pARICD 1 JAUARY - 31 MATCH

Ganeraly

The morale of U@ moembors of the 115th pggoudb Holicopter G ompany
avd its svpporsirg catichnents at Camp Corycell, Ban Ma Thuot, were
groctly affocted duvdng the varly pard of January by the heliday
sangoa just pausad, The new swinming pool had recently been off icially
opensd and bhi € pa X7 had provided as rmeh entertainmont &5 was
practicable, inc ludd g participation wy docal. Vietnomess voligions and
social proupse Dhe mil cervice, epunial ob this time of year, had been
exsnllent, and Hlo nen Wers in high splrits.

January:

on @ Januwy tho 15560 conduehod o combat assault, ingerbing

600 Givilian Irregilay bPefense Group peraonnel into a landing zone

act of Bao Loc, b Llifetine penber of the 155th, helicopter nuwiber
61-13600, crashed isto bhe landing mone on the tirst 1ift, and although
fhere were no infuries quatained by the crod ronbers, bthe ajreraft was
gotally destroyod. This wos the last of the origlnal adreraft that cano
over with the wilb in 1965, The 3rd of January brought a new geene bto the
106th,  Tho cor pamy woved its flight clomenbs and r;:pmscn'lm’oi'vua Lroit
maintenance, avionics, and administration to 2 £icld headguartess at

Canp Hulleway Adrfield in Pledlos. UbiLlising an averafe of ten 1ift

pelicopters and four armed helicopters a day, the company supported
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the Feneih Mimtey visien in Operaticn San Yousten in conjunction
with other flight clesents of the 52¢ Corbat Aviation Dattalion. Tho

155th continued support of Operaticn Sam Houston throughout the menth

of ZMarch, During this support the company conducted nmumercus combat
assaults as well os accomplishing deily rosunply and command and

control wisslong, Four days after arriving at Camp Helloway, on

7 Janvary, Lhe 155tk was invelwed dn one of the most hostile mortar attacics
in the IT Corps Tactical Zone, At 0135 hovwrs, 7 January 1967, Conp
Melloyay was mortaved, The 155th Lost 5 UH-1D's and four others wero

damaged during tho atboack, Twu 1ift helicopters and ercws on flare

standby that nipght and four crmed bl

Licopbers on gun stondby actively

[

participated in 4he defonse of Canp follorar, They wore crodited with

decoratud at cervenonies held at battalion headquarters, Tn the labtor part
of January nin: 1366 beliconters and four armsd belicopters moved to
the Kentum area to suprors a Special Forces wnit in that area. Tho
Tlight remained thers for a short period of time and retuwrnod to P.'I:cilcu
to continue supporting the Lth Division,
February:

During the wonth of Fobruary olemonts off the 155th returned twice
nora to Fontum 4o support the Smecinl Forces unit in that area. The
rest of the month was charaeterized by normrl supnort of the lith Infentry
Mvislen in Oueration Sam Ilouston with the company stoging moat of its
operatlons cut of Canp Holloway, Ploiku.

On N Febraary the 155th lwld a coromony for the memorialization

of Warrant Of.icor lidchael ¥. Coryvell, 'The 258th installaticn
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located on the northwest side of Dan in Thuot City Adrfield was
/ decipnated as Camp Coryell, Worrant Officer Coryell, hia pilet and
hisz crew lost theiv lives on 30 Gelober 1955 when shot down by onemy

small arms fire on a mission near Plei Djerenpg, 25 miles west of Praiku.

’ Military representatives and eivilian guests accompanied troops in paying
M tribute to the aviator and his crew who died in the gervice of their
; country,

Doring the perdiod 21 through 23 February the 155th returned to
Ban Mo Thuot to stapge combat assaults for clements of the 23rd ARVY
Infantry Division northeast of tho eity, On 23 and 2k February the
company movad back to Pleiku Lo support the lth Infantry Division
there. On the ovening of 25 February the entire company was called to
Dao Loc te support the 101st Mlantry Division in eperations there,
Enemy activity in thal area was intenss and several aircralt recoived hita,
limny heroic nctivns wore committed by mombers of the company, and although
vheoadreralt were comstantly undek fire s no sericus injuries were
incurred by 155th personnels. On 26 February the company returned to
Pleiku to continue support of the hth Division,
Iarche

Throwgshout the month of march the 155th continued supporting the
Lth Division with numerous combat assaults and dally resupply and
command andd control missions, The month of March also broughl with
it the heaviegb fatality toll fer the year 1967, aleng with its share
of aircraft accidents and horoic #etions by 155th personnel,

On 2 March Major Robert V, Atkinson turned over the redgns of the

lared Stacoachers to Major Charlie P, Fleming in an immpressive ¢ hange
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# of command cerenmony,  The ceremony was atiended by various military
s tepresentatives and civilian guests, On 8 Mavch a 1ift helicopter,
/ number 65-59927 lost power on an ap-roach to a landing zone. IFive
of the passenpers and crew mambers on board received minor injuries,
The aireraft was totally destroyed in the resulting fire, Oln 16 Harch,

while participating in a cambat agsault west of Pleiku, 2 flight eloment

of the 155th came under intense eremy fire, Two aircraft were seriously
damaged by hostile rounds and wne other was ahot down and burned upnn
contact, The company suffered two KIA and {wo WIA during the fierce
engapgement with the enemy. 1 saw the ship going down with flames
billowing from %he enine compartment, Thon 1t hit tho trees and fell
through the canopy, We noticed a small clearing about 200 meters from the
crasin and set our ship dwn in it, The crewchief and I jumped from our
ship, he with his M-60 machinge pun and T with ny 1-16," This was the way

1LT Richard Sperling deseribed the action after the 155th Huey crasheaq

after being hit by cnemy ground five during Operation Sam Houston on that
eventful day in Mareh, The survivors of the ill-fated mission may well
ove their lives to the fast action taken by It, Sperling and his crewchief,
SP/5 Michaol Baucom, who unhesitatingly went to their roscue with complete
disrcgard for the encmy mortars that were trying desperatoly to deatroy
the downed erew, Theso actions are indieative of the characteristics
displayed by all personnel of the 155th Assault Helicopter Company,

On 10 March a helicopter on a return {lizht from Wha Trang was
forced to autorotate into the jungle cast of Ban Mz Thuot., Mo injurics
resulbod in the aceident but the aircraft was destroyod by a grags fire,

Cn 20 March an armoed helicopter erashed on tale~of I from Ban I Thuot.
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Three sericus injuries resuvlted in the crash and the aireraft was

destroyed. Again on 24 March another armad helicopter was crippled by
enemy fire and erashed into a secure landing zene, Thero were no injuries
in this aceident,

On 29 March the company terminated its. support of Operation Sam

Howibon and roturned bome to Ban #e Thuot, carr ring with them meny memordes

| that shall rever be forgotten during that ewontful month of Harch 1967.
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FERIOD 2 APLIL - 31 JUIR
General:
Purdng these three months the company operated in all areas of

the IT Corps Tactisal Zone supporting American, Korecan, and Vietnamcas

combat unita. The period is characterized by the company's mobility and

by ite ncltoeworhty accomplishment of soveral major troop mévem:nts as
the various units it supported conducted company, battallon, and ewven
regimental size operations,

April:

The first part of April was vwnoventful excopt for one ineidont that
took place of 3 April while the 155ih was supporting the 101st Adirborne
Divisien in the Khanh Iuong area. One aireraft was hit by e¢noemy fire and
wounded the crewehicf. He was immediatcly evacuated to the 8th Field
Hospital in Hha Trang and was later releascd Tor duty,

On 11 April the 155th ftorminatod its brief but evontful support of
the 10lst Infantry I):‘Lvision (Abn} znd 23rd ARV Division operatlons in
the scuthern Darlac Pinteau, The company immediately began to promare for
a unit gize move to Ninh Hoa to bepin support of tho 9th Republic of
Korea Diviaion, The move, consisting of all f1lipht clements, platoons
and representatives from all supporbing de Lachinents, bepan on 11 April
when an advanced party flew to Ninh Hoa and was bricfed by the command
of the 17Gth Assault Yelicopter Company which had been working with the
ROK's since their arrival in country, With instructions to be operational
by 1200 hours on 12 April, the rest of tho company left Ban Mo Thuot the
worniing of the 12th, The main body of the company was followed by six

"Chinook" sortics of supplics and maintenance equipment.

11
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May:

Cn 1 lay thoe company asdumed tho mission of direet support of
II Corps liadguarters with the mission to provide cowmbat support to
Victnomese and other allied units throughout the I Corps Tactical
cone. A light team of armed heliscpters and at lzast one' tranapo:t
holicopter wore assipgned for an indefinite period to the MACY Advisory
Team in Lam Dong Province, This gun toam was credited with 3l enemy
kills during the wonths while condueting thelr unigue area clearing
operations In that arca.

on } May the compiny inmsortod a rodnderccd battalion of the 23rd ¢
ARV Training Ddvision with artillery intu two landing zones northwest of
Nao Loc., Lom Donp Province, A henvy besm of company guns (Falcons) wete
eradikbed with 25 con'irmed uvneny %<ills and the destruchbion of hO cremy
bunkers, Later durding whe 1ift, one company aircraft crashed on touchdown
Lo a sloping area. The aireralt was totally destroyed and 5 passengers
disd a5 a result of wounds sustained in the accidunt, Wone of the crew
meinbors were injuraed,

(u 6-7 and 13«1l iay, the company dnserted two battalions of the 23rd
ARVH Infantry Division with artillery intoe the area southcast ef Bao
Loc, The major LTt was accomplistwd over o two day peried. Lator the
company extracted the two battalions in enother two day operation. Tho @ A
company also cenducted combat assaults with the 23rd ARVN Infantry Division
near the Cheo Heo walley during the month of Hay., On 13 May, material
failuwe of a transmission drive shaft consed ong ef the company's
aircralt to crash as it was returning Lo home base from a cowbat azsanlt,

Tho aireraft commander subscquently died of injurics sustained in the

12
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accident, The pilot was evacuated to o hospital in the United States.

The two cthor crew menbers roceived only minor injurles.
June ¢

The cumpany continued to provide support to ARVN units in the
IT Corps Tactical Zone, accomplishing scveral major lifts in the
Dk 2o, Cheo Hco, Ban Mo Thuot arcas,

On 12 June, Tour of the company's UH-1D's and two pun ships flew to
Qui Mhon to Ily Premicr Ky, the American Ambassador to Vietnam, and their
party to cercmonies culebrating the birthday of Bmpercr Quang~Trung in
Dinh Dinh province. Cn 28 June the 155th flew a VIP mission for

General Westmereland te warious loentions surrounding the Ban 2 Thuot
7]

arca,
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PERIOD 1 JULY - 31 SKEPTEMBRER
Gueneral:
This period saw wany flying hours in suppert of allied units
ln the IT Corps Area under the cperational control of II Corps
Headquarters.  The company operated from such varied staging areas as

MoLm,EmIbT%wm{mm)m% Gui Rhon, Phan Mang, Mue eni, Phu Bai.

‘This period also began a scries of attacks of the Camp Coryell Compound .,
Julys

On 5 July 13 transpert h.licopters and } armed ships of the 155th
wore jeined by CH-L7's to 1ift a 4otal of 1,150 troops of the 23rd ARVN

Infantry Divisien into L landing zongs along highway #1h between Duc Lap

and Gia Nhia in the south contread highlands, The 1ift, which was an
i attempt to ¢lear the route for a convoy, required 300 slick sertics of ?

troops for a total of 142 hours flown that day., Although ground fog in
the opuraticnal arca prevented the 1ifL from proceeding according to
schedule at first, 4t was accomplished without incident,

On 9 July, 13 of the company's trangport holicopters and || of
the gun ships were attached to the 10bh Aviation Battalicn for a major
nperation conducted by the Capitol Division of the Army of the Qopublic
of Korea scubh of Qui Nhon., The company lifted n tobal of 610 Koreans
into a landing area  along tho coast from which they were to conduct
oweeping scarch and destroy mancuvers. On 13 July, 11 transport
mwlicepters and 3 gun ships of the company had their first cxperience
with ifaval pun support when they lifted 350 troops of the 23rd ARVYH

Infantry Division inte 2 londing zenes ssuth of Phan Ranps  The 1ift -
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! /’ wag in conjuncticn with an amphibious assault conducted by ARV troops in
/// that save arcea.

on 2l July two company pun shipas were engaged by éncmy fire while
| on a search and destroy mission near Bao Loc in Lam Dong Province. One
of the ships was forced dovn into the jungie whore an enemy force estimated
to b two companies in strength wos Ironsivls  Another company aircraft
braved the *ntense encmy fire to rescue the downed erew. The other gun

ship limped back to the socura airfisld where it landed safely. Tho two

pun ships were responsible for ab least 08 enemy deaths before they were
forced out of actlon.
fugust:

On 12 August, 7 company 1ift ships wore working with the 10th
Aviation Battalion ghaging 2 combat agsnuit near Tuy Hod. Tﬁe company
was creditod with relocating elements of the Capitol ROK Diviasion in the

mountaing southwost of Tuy Hoa.

on 26 August, 2355 hours, Camp Coryell was the target of an enemy

sortar attack dering the final winutes of 26 August 1967. 23 Hortar

rounds expleded insido the perimeter of tho compound, damaging soro
maintenance facilities and soveral aireraft, Hone of the rounds struck

the cantonment area which houses the men of the compound, There ware

no injuries to military perscnnel, hoWwever 10 adults and li childron

living in a housing project gouth of the coppound  were injured, The
attack left a total of 19 weunded, and Ly dead among tho civilian population.
The surprise attack lasted only three minutes. Two gun ships and 2 flare
ship were immediately dispatched but failed to detect any activity in tho

area. The cnemy force, suapected to be a small strike foree, hit and
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then cacaped into the jungle.

On 27 fugust, 6 Lift helicopiers, and I, gun ships extracted 180
CINC Special Forees Troops from Due lap in Darlac Province. &S the
sransport flight lifted out 6:‘ tho Duz Lap landing zone on the first
1if%, hostile fire was received, Two of tie company aircraft werc hit
and one returned imediately to the airfield, The ot.h'er aireraft,
comaended by Warrant Offdicer Steve Juons, was ferced down into a clearing
in the junple when it Zost oil pressurc. Mp aireraft was recciving fire
whon it touehcd down in the clearing {rom an cnemy force in thu tree line.

/ | one of the passengers wag weunded by the fire, The romainder of the
I

} 11z follewed Warrend Officor Owons inno the cloaring and thoir
passengera gocurod tho area wltkin ten minvtes, Twe hours later the

| damaged alreraft was removed, but the CING commander decided to btake

the opportunity tc stallk the enmey and remainud on the tarset which had

heen inadvertently offered him, Warrant Officer Owons said of the action,

Nty wao closs, but how many times can ou gt ohot dewn hnd hove Four oWn

Lino company follow o in? We were reeieving heavy [ire on the

pround. liad it not buen for the quick roacticn of thoso CIXG, my

erow wold not be alive Loday."
Septembur:

On 5 Septembar a voelteran pilet, GJOh Rebort I Moll culebratod his
5,000tk air hour., His 5,000th hour was logrod while flying a combat
support misalun wikh Liwe 1556h in Lhe Cenbral liphlanda of Viebnon.

The 15th of Septomber brought unlimited activity for tho armcd platoun

(Faleena).  Whits working wlth $Lho GING, two pun ships conducted a rocon
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of the arca around the landing zone Lo be used for an insertion, About
500 meters from the L2 one ship received cnemy fire, When the light gun
team circled bhack, they observed two armed men scurrying through the
bushes, They engaped in a rapid exchange of fire, and gave the friendly
patrol ampls time to pet to them hefore they could take the infermation
they had ohserved to their superiors, |

On 17 September two 1ift ships were conducting a visible recon
for preperation of a combat assault later in the day. While obscrving, the
two shins bepan receiving intense enemy fivce. Immediately upon receiving
word of the incident the 1585ih operations immediately dispatched 7 1ift
ships and 2 mun ships to the area, During the heavy exchange of fire 7
company ships received hits, There were no injuries to the crew,

On 22 Septenber the 155th propared for a move to the Hue, Phu
Bai area in support of Speclal Forces. During this operation on 25
September, during an exchnage of fire, a crow chief was critically
wounded and his gunner, SP/h Vincent M:Doncugh displayed an extraordinary
amouwnt of horeism while under fire., Without regard for his own safety
SP/L MeDonough saved the life of his crew chiefl by expoaing himgelf to
hostile automatic woapons fire while applying his knowledge of omergency

firat aid, On 27 September the company apgain returncd home to Ban % Thuot.
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T LT APl N SUR NOPSPISRT

FERTC 3 CCTORER - 32 IECEMBER

Guneral:

This period woz characterized by a continuing commitment of airerafld

to the {0 Corps Tactical Yone. Several major troop movements werce
eecomplishad, ineluding the battic ef Dak To and Hill 075,
October:
The month of October brought few significant events other than
the routine support of the allied troops of the 23rd ARVN Infantry
Divicion in tho areas of Bao Loc and Ban M2 Thucl.
On 19 Cotobor a command and conircl ship from Bao Loc¢ enroute
to Ban ¥ Thuot by way of Talot, rar into a considereble amount of bad
weathar. The ship lost 2PM and crashed inte a trees Four Vietnamese were :
kilied and two of the nyew roceived minor injuries, !
Nowvembor:
On 3 November the 155th conducted a combab asggsanlt in the vicinity
of opbum, ntilizing § 1ift helicowters and b gun ships, 60 troops of the
22nd ARYY Infeontry Division were inserted and 250 troups wore cxtracted
in 120 aireralt sortina, The operation was conducted without incident. :
The &bh of Hovoemboar brought the sceond chenge of command for 1967,
Under clonr siivs and before Lhe massed troops, tho puidon was passed
from ifajor Charlie P. Floming to Hajor Billy R. Goodall. Alsoe Major
Richard B. Stophuns passed the suiden of the 165th Transportatien
Detachment to Major Bugene P, Malkolfl. The ccremeny concluded with
remarks hy the doparting commanders and martial music provided by the

23rd ARVN Infantry Division band,
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At 2310 hovrs on Lhe Tsh of Hovembur, the Camp Soryell compound
was again pounded by 50 rounds of cuemy mortar fire, No porsonncl
reecived dnjurics, The company lest scveral helicopters and othor cquipment
ag a result of the attack.

Pon slicks and four gun ships conducted a combat assault in the
nao Loc area for the 1lth Ranger Batbtalion on 13 November. 729 troops
vore 1iffod without incident in 226 sorties. The Falcone were credited
with 20 cnemy killed during the mission. On 14 Wovember the 155th
vroturned Lo cowplete their mission in the same ared. Two gun ships
sustained hibs from antomatic weapens fire and were forced downa TNOV
arow members wore woundud in action aboard ons of th: pun ships. The
damaged aireralt wore rozoverad tho follewing daye

Phe 2hbh of Wovemher brovpht the firsh platown of the 155th teo
the Dok To area to take part in Cporation lncArthur. The company's
ahips wero congbanlly undér fixrc but manapsd to contlnue and accomplich
their mission throw:hout the period 2l Hovember = 3 Dosember.

Decombar’ |

On 9 December the company left before dawn to go to the aid of a
Losicped ontpost dnthe Tuyen (e Sscbor. Several Unitod States advisors
nad been trapped snd it was feared they ware either killed or captured.
The 165th iumedintely Inserted clements of bthe 10lst Alrborne Division.
This mission was accomplished withoubt incident.

on 2h Decombor threc 1ift ships and four puh ships deployed to
Pleikn and spent Christmas in the Pledku area. On Christmas day these

shins took part in the air mission supporting the visit of Army Chief of Stal!

19

.4,472;‘ 75080 Yy T g

| /.53 SO~A Aoy
| 03Hissy03g

S
ke,

e -
SAMIRIV WOV T 1Y LEENO0HA Y




General Harold K. Jolnson. fAgzain on 26 Docewher the 155th provided air

support and gun ship cssort for the Chief of Staff during hia overnight
vigsit in the Ban 1 Thoot area.

The st of December marlked the end of the 2rd year for the
¥rom then

155th Assault Helicopter Company and its debachmento.

until 2 Japuary 1968, the 155th relaxed and readied for the now yoar,
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Gombat Houvrs Fiowi

Corbat Sortilos
Total Passengers

Total Carpo
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PART III
STATISTICS

155TH ASSAULY HELICOPIER COLPANY
1 JANUARY 1967 ~ 31 IECEMDER 1967
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