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P!;C l'r:::CHAEL l~o DAVIS 

sr/':; \TILLIAi1 J. JOmmON 

:!.L',r IV\ROLD A ~ PRE ISEND8FER 

1966 

'/0 EUGEI/E ". CAD',It:LL 

HO i-rIGHAEL N. CCnYlJ:LL 

PFe RICI-!'l.:.m E .. DADlJBY 

\l1O TIAY110nD L. FOrm 

~IO PHILLIP C ~ SHITH 

DP/II ,1011lI 'I. IIOOD 

1967 

.'JOT r:: ITH D. GRJFF IN 

SP/5 JM-£S G. !)i\'l''l'EJ1301~ 

21 oc'r 

21 OCT 

21 OCT 

21 OCT 

27 MAr 

30 NOV 

27 HAY 

29 Will 

20 Th!:C 

29 MAR 

30 NOV 

30 NOV 

30 NOV 

16 NAn 

23 MAY 

16 NAR 

~ o. that these rrnn shall not have died in vain. 
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c:i.z(> Ll~'.d strUCt.Ul·'3~ For!rod ol"':ir;inr,.lly <1S Company A, 1st Aviation Battalion, 

1st Infantry Div:i.Hion d', Fort ilinBY, r((!.n~aD" the un5.t arrived at Vung 

'i':~l.l~ l;:Lctm:..r,) on 1 Hay ::"965.· Bringing l\1ith them 21~ U1I-ID ' s, t.he CQll~panyl3 

ac.v['.nr,c Fl.rty was YlolcolOOd to Ban HJ 'l'!mot l)~y Lt. Colo Delbert Townsend, 

Inte commander of the ::2 Combat Aviation Battalion. After much preparation 

and In.3'.1-Y tr<1.::'nJ.ne hOU!:'8 ~ (lut'in[!, wr:ich ti1e mrm of Company A becal1f.l proficient 

in th0 n(nl and demandtng tecl":.n:i.q1J.c,s of .fl:/~ni~ III a cor:;bn.t zona, the 

Company .'1. wu'J reci~~:;j,";:na"Led no the 15~t.h :\vintio!l Company (A! ·I,) •. Unoffic:Lally 

fo1.'· aJ.l J~'i.J,' Hul.)J!!l(,; L.i:;:l rl:. c.Ol:1panj.rl!) tln'ollGhQl1;!:. Vie~nam. 

From tho first, hOtrDY'cr, the airlift, platoon!! wero known as tho 

!!Sto.goC02.chc:s,," ",hill:) the armed platoon tlas called the ttFc.lcons. n 

DndC"!r th0n0 n.'J.Ir.r1S tho men of thin proud COnT,Xlnf have spread the:lr 

!'0pututic'n for accollI[Jliflh:tng tho ir m:isDion HiJUe maillktining tho 

hi~r.cG-(, of nafuty stand< .. rds and mtl.intcnancc avuilo.bility thro'.tI~hout the 

Ilopublic of Vi(.!"tn.:tm~ II'rom Dong H,'l in tho north to Soc TranG :in Lho [louth, 

frOLl tho 1'(:!rtilc COo.st GO tho Cmllbodj,;:m bord(;r, thoy hay,:) floHll OVl~r 

!)O,OOO h0urs in support of tlc ul1j.ed 1'orcos (lol1ibd~lng: the thron.t of 

Thi:! l~S'~h Compou.nd, Camp Coryell at Dan }tl Thuot., l~nOlm to tm r.cn 

?W,:eo v1NN ~,(O 
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as l1Victnnrn's :'tn··COlLl1try rt'd~ center in the Central Hiehlands,11 is 

looked upon by ,'111 members of the unit with pr:hle and pleasure. Kopt 

in a hjgh ntato of police [\nd boasting modern and well equipped clubs, 

a theatre, volley h'lll courts, lind last but not least, n standard size 

mvimming pool, tlu compound offol's tb the 450 Jl):!n who liVe hero D. 

companionable and relaxing place to work~ The nxm tremselves have taken 

an active po.rt :i..n tho upkeep of the compound~ The pride resulting from 

this in addition to a command. emphasis on grnntJ.ng the men ample tirrc 

to cn.~ioy their e1'forts hils contributed to tho coad morale and cnthusillm 

'tlith l1hich tho m:m h:1.vC unterod j.nto th0ir workg 'I'hc 155th Assault 

Helicoptor Company has been most fortunato in being able to establish 

good social nnd profossion:1.1 rulations with tho people of Hun ?13 '£huot. 

Tho men have boon most cooperative in abidine with local laws and 

curfews. They havo tnken it upon thom.!JolvQs to control spending on the 

economy .. 

'l'h:!.o history is dedicated to nIl thoSG men H'ho have r.erved and nrc 

st:rving: with the 155th Assault Helicopter (~oinpany and its dctachmsmts 

since its arriv:11 in the 110public of Vi<!tnam, 'vith special tribute to 

those officers, wnrr<.mt offic0rs, nnd ()nltntod men who gavo thoir lives 

in dcfcnso of their country. 

ll;t;ta!RO W'tN~.{a 

1/, 'U \(1 Y V A~IJOLilnv 
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SinC0 6 Hovcmhcr J.967 it has buen my privilego to cOrnnJ.'lnd tho 

155th Assault He:':Lcoptor Cor,lpllnYQ Dofore that. t.ime I had the opportunity 

t.O obRorv0 this company for a nt'.mbrJr of months while serving as tho 

~xccutivc Office1;'o '1'h8 demonstrated flexibility of the aviation support 

D.~~c! the far rnilg::'ng missions ).mpre:'lsed IW. I find it oven morc St1tisfyin8 

t,o command a unit with such an evidunt display of espirit do corps and 

toam ex fort by both o.ff:".cors and Emlistod m:m of tm com~nny and its 

dotachr!K;nts o During tho p0riod of my com.'Tk1.nd, this company has supported 

ground and air clmr(mts of United States and Ropublic of Vietnam units in 

the Central Higlllnnds" I~, has boon my p1UClfJUN to be n part of this hard 

workine cO~:1bat ils[m.ult h0licoptor team. 

It is my goal for the future that the 155th repoat the outstandlng 

record it sot in 1967. Company pilot!J, crewD, and nircraft flow a 

ll1D.ximum nttIP.bor of COlo1bat hours \<rith outstnndj.ng m..1.intonanco ::mpport behind 

them, and have produced onr.~ of too finest unit safety records in Vietnam ... 

Tho 10011 of each sup:\.lOrting unit contributed to tho ovorall fllght record 

of the company and mudo rt...:ul hi:::tory for the past yoar. Jrldividua11y, 

they dosorvc spucial cOmm:.;Jnda.tion for their participation in tho full 

yc~r~ s efforts of 1967. 

It is my priviler,e; to writo this preface to the l55th t s unit history 

for 196'7. A unit. hintory which bogan n good lTk'ny l'lyln~ hour" and DImas 

~lp.t03 neo at Fort lliloy, Kculsnfl, and Which in being rn..~do daily here in 

Viotnnm is in kocpin~ with tho hiGhest traditions of Army Aviation nnd tho 

Unitod Statos Army 0 

/:;;~f:K. 6oif~~t'f:rr<_e/' 
lhjol', Infnntry 
COll1l1lllI1ding 

.lJ77lle:eo 'rfd't/N ~f..g 
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PART i 

HISS ION i\~m ru~sc OURCES 

:{fSSION 

Tho mi.ssion of tho 155'(",h Assault Heli.copter Company 1s (1) to 

p:..~ov:Ld(:! ta.ct:Lea}. I:\ir movcny,mt of comba.t troops in airmobile operat.ions, 

(2) to provide J.;.aotical air movemant 01. combat supplies and equipMont 

within tho combat zone, (3) to provide cor~hat assault support to combat, 

troopsG 

OHG:J:I2:'. 'I'ION 

The 155th !\.ss:1Ult nQlicopter Cor,lpany is orgnnized undor TOn; 1 .. 77G 

nnd hns tho following units e.tt,1chcd: 

16Sth Transportation Detachm:mo (CHF>!) 

20Uth Signal DotachlrDnt (nADI!E;?) (AVIOnICS) 

981st Military police JJetachlrDnt (1(-9) 

255th Quart.arm,ister Dotochmont (KD) POL 

.Aj.r Porco lY..::ta.chm:.mt 10, 5th Hcathur Squ!ldron 

?I,M':EO WVN~hg 

1/, \,'( \(1 Y V A;IJOllinv 

,-_.::03::.::;I:iISSV1J::O --.. -------.-~ 

1 

'; 111111 )IIV lVII, 'livll 11'1 IV 'I I \1" P '11. I PI 



y 

'; , 
\ 

\ ,-.-

'l'he II Curpo Tl'actical Zono, in 1;ITh:i.ch Ban Ib '£huot is locatetl and 

:1.n which the 155i:.h I\nsnult HCJJ.ico~)tcr Company romlers the majurity 

of its support; COVOr'S .::m area. of 32,725 squa.l'C miles or 49~ of the J.v.nd 

aN:l of South Vi8tnnm" Its wcst~rn bordor is 3h2 miles long and in common 

with L.1.0S nnd. Cnmbodian 'l'he oD.stern border is approximately 400 miloo 

of ccastlino borr..!orin~ on tho Gouth Ch:t..na SoJa.. 'fho urea is 40 milos Hido 

in the north ancl 34.2 milos wil10 :in tho 80"1~h~ This area io politically 

c!iviciuu into tho provinc~'s ~·;f r{oni;.'~.T.1J Dinb Dlnh, Plciku, Phu Bon, and 

Phu Yon in the 22n(1 ARVN Divif.d.(ln Tact,ieal ZOTI(i:i f.lncl DarInc, Knnh Hea, 

Qua~c; Due, Tnyon Dno, rJunh Thuan., r."lr.1 Don(~, am~. Dinh ThU<."l.n in tho 23rd 

ARVN Div::sion Tacticn1 Zono~ Gcogruphically, 'tihia arot). mny bo divi(lou. 

into throe major aronG" 

10 'rho coaoto.l plain is n narrow ntrip ()f lone flat, often mar.Dhy 

terrain, not more than twenty milos vrit10 front tho soa inlnnd o Th1s areo. 

i3 forlocHl b:y [1 30r1(16 of nUillJrouS riVDr doltns interrupted by rocky ri<..1[,'0 

lineD runninG Dto0ply tG tho Dun. This ~roo. ifJ almoDt ont1.rol~r under 

cultivation, Hith four rice crops u yonr. 

2. Thu 1,\Ulmta:in rer,ion (Jxtcnclc frum north to ::>outh almost the 

entire lunCth of tho II C'.lrpD Tnctical 7.ono. Elevation::> rnnr,e frl)nJ 

3,000 t.o 3,000 foot, with thG oast .... rn slopes quito stoop D.nt~ the ,./onrorn 

more r~r.:'.l~U,"l.l. Rajn l'orc~ts COWl' throe quartors of this al"Ca with most .. of 

tho IXlmnimlur cowret1 with open, t!ccidl.loUS groHth. Cultivation in 

li.mit0(~ to smull, clCIlNd arDllS on I'el:ltlvuly flat lo.ndt 
Flying in this 

2 

.1!/'l!:t.a:,o ~'V"~, 
-. I/O ,~ (f, ""1 119 

7/, \,' I I[h' \ A!IJOiilnv 

22!!ISSV1J::CI --.•. --....-~ 

',1.',11',·", ".'ll"","1 "" """ "", .. ",., 

._-_._-------- -------_._---_._-- ----_._-----_._-



\., 
I, 
'y 

/ 

/ 

area. iG vcrlT hn.zilrdous 'Hith forced landinG nl'Cns pract.ically non-

0xistcn1i, ae ilingD frequently very low and w:i.nds unpredictable. 

3., The plD.teau reGion is located wont of the mO'Lmtnms and is 

conprised of the I(oni:.um Plo.t8C1.U in the nOl~th llnd the Darlac Platellu jn 

the sout.h" 'fhis r('~eion haG nJ.t.it.1.1dos r:.~ng:ing from 1,000 to 3,000 feot 

vTith c;ont.ly rolline hi111] ,'lnd much open orono) :,lh01'0 the soil is not 

un(er cultivntJ..on, CL J.:.hicl{ growth of grasD, to a height of oight to 

ten foct, covers tho 1:':round. 1l1hol'8 ndc.:quate drainage is provided, this 

aroa ,".rill sup')ort four ve~Qt~'.bla crops yearly" 

The prmcipal cities of this area nr-e Phan Th10t, Phan Rang, Nha 

Trang, and qui Nhon on the coastal plain; Dalllt jrl tho mountains; Ilnd 

DIJl1 ~:o Thuot, Pltd..ku and Kontur,1 on tl'¥1 plat.enus. Tho major routes of 

this area arA: 

Houte 1..11 ,So.igon - Dnnnng (coastal route) 

!loutc J'lll Dnlllt - Phnn H:me; 

fiout(J jflh Saigon ... Ban !"Ie Thuot - Ple:Uru - Kontum 

~:outo ft!19 Plei!cu - Qui I!hon 

Houte /,~20 Snir;on - Dulut 

Routo 1121 Dan 11"J Thuo", - :Jha Trang 

Tho Uepublic,' s l1'1l.jor rail line parullols Route 11'1 along it3 ontirG 

lencth with onc spur l:ina from Phnn Hang to Dala:l:t. '1'ho logistical and 

communicat:lcno cor,lploY.. at Gum l1o.nh TIny is located b8tw<Jcn Phan :tune nnd 

,lEATHER 

\leather throup;hout, this nreu can be divided into tho sununcr monsoon., 

June throur,h Septembor, nnd tho w:inter monsoon, November through April, 

~!'O 'lHVN ((i"'1.\g 

/!,9i SCI YiY.\JIj04Jny 
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t.,rith the r.1ont,hs of I':"'''.y nm1 OctGbor .18 puriods of trsn:::ition. Du.ring 
! 
1 

tlla sur,micr !.lOnSDOn t,lu '\'1inr:~ is s/.,utlnrosturl3.', cnusing cloud buildups 

on tho wc~rt..;rn sJ.c-pus t)f tho r:Knll1to.:i.r:s~ 'fhis results in a rainy DOaGOn 

f.or tho plateaus and !l1mmtainous areas during tho !'ltumn0r months vlhile tho 

coar.tal provinces have clear ek::C'G nntl good fly:ing wenthor" The l",j.ntor 

monsoon brines a northeasterly flow Hith tho conditions reversed. The 

('.O:}..st~l: prov~ncen of B:i.nh Thunn and. !T~:dn Thuan ure little affocted by 

u:i:thur l;'\onsoon and h'lvC gal1crnlly clonr He[r~hcr the yunr nroundo 

l'.voro.[,;o rainful in tho 1.10\mtain <1!1d plateau areas is 90 inchon, 

und on tho cuantal pln:i.n 87 inchos~ 'P')Q ~~onlpurntlU'e on tho COlJ.otnl 

plnJ.n ranges from tll0 uid 70'0 to th~) hiCh LID'a l1ul'ing the r::tiny sonson 

tlnd lotI}' (}O's to hic;h 90' '3 r;urine tho dry 38r.lcon. Tho r,lountuin:3 and 

plCl.tt~l.'1.utJ oxpcrioncn tomp;:;raturos from tho j",d.d 60 1 s to mid 80 1 s during thl) 

HO t so~son, and 10V! 60' s to 10\·: CO's during tho dry sonson. 1'.finds arc 

norm:1J.J.y I~UfJty at lO-l~; knotfJ wlt.h vuloe:i."\:,y j.nCro.:13:inC; ldth altitudo, 

[';urfac:.:: 'i.rlnds up to 25 knots nre frcC1uont]~t encotmtered. 

INDIC~~NOu!.) POPUlJ\'l'ION 

Tho II Corps ')~ncti.cal 7.(;):10 h:"IS .:\ population of appro;cir:1'ltcly 2()) 

million people, or jw:ri:". O\'"8r 20~::; 01' thu IV.ljluJ.:ltion of the ltcpublic of 

Viotno.m~ The majority of th:ia population b locrtt(JU alone tho c;onstnl 

pl.'lj.n :Ln tho vicinit~r of \:,be c:l:tiGs~ '.rho m~jority of.' these people arc 

I'.nnam ~;c • 

'1'h8 l,lOuntn.in and plateau r,-::p,ion~ aN inh.1.bitcd chiefly by ;':ontacnarcl 

tr:LbeSD.m. 'l'\1UIYJ nrc th:i.)~ty-i1iniJ m .. 'l;jor tr:Lbo3 and nonY:"! ~~O suborcl:inate 

tribal Crc'upc of thODe people living in the:; hi~~hlands of Vietnam, 

~a!eo 'tfcftlN (( ,~I'VI '(g 

!I. 11(\(1 Y V NIJOtlinv 
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CD.:nbol::tn al"'(~ I;_tO~:" l~,:_m tl; T\r"lot in th0 tro.clEionnl capitol of the::::e 

}Xh.iplo. The II C(;rp~) ~'.l'c.t\ J.U lnhu'.:r1.tod b-.:r approximately 500,000 

:influence o:~tcndc fl'(Jl.1 ;~ontum to Dun Ii) Thuot.. 
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D.'."'-!. its SU.iJro~~t;ir G d3t.\ctmLlnts at Camp Coryell, Dun 1'13 'l'huot, wer0 

o'catly- c,ffoctod c1.t1.d.:l['; t.ho <Jnrly purt. (ii' Jo.nu .. ":l.ry b~l tho holiday 

practica.:)lo, :i~c Lu:li nl; part:i.c:5"pntlon '01 J.oc.:.I.1 iJktna.msfJ r'ul:i.r,iolls and 

accinl erour.~<> '2hu m-l.il ::~()rvico, cr\!{Ji.:~l a:1:, thin tJ.ne of yeur, had boon 

600 Civilian Ir.rQQ;\l~n' DeJonGo Grr.up p0r~jonnol into a landing zone 

vl1'-;:Js"l,; of Do.o Lelc. . i. l:Lfotjj"18 laoi;,bor 0f tho 1.5'5th, helicopter number 

64-1:1600, Cl'o,shod i:;\:'o ilhn l.o.nding zone on tLe fir'nt lift, D.n l } ulthouah 

tt:oro were no ;i.n~~ur:tUtJ fJu::;t,o.:i.nccl b~r tile c't',)w 1,',I.)llIbors;j tho aircraft was 

QVIJr' uith tho it Lit :in 196~;. 1'ho 3n\ of J'~\!1UUry brouGht. a rt(:::H ~C0no to tl-:e 

l)~th. Tho CilT pany t.:ovod JtG fl:tr;ht L;lUrl~mt.D and r-Jpr0:xmtt1.thu3 froi·,l 

mOj".ntonanco, ,1.v:tnnic:1, and ClGministr:1til)n \:'0 a fi01d \18uuqnartu).'s .:-:.t 

Co.rrlP lh)llc~my Airftuld in P181ku~ UtLLi7.lll£,. nn nV{Jr:1~O of ron lift 

t~nl:Lc()ptcr:) and four artrKJd h(-)llcopt.ers 11 da.y, th:: company Gupported. 

6 
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of :'':o.rcho Durinrr this m:pport th(J company conducted nu.mrous combnt 

nssnult,,] etS ~1011 :~::; o.cc()jnpJ.iflt~:Lng ck:ily :rosu~ply anJ. command and 

control N:tr;,::iJ.o)1S" ronX' dnys after nX'rlv:inc :tt Camp Hollovray, on 

7 JannCtr,'r, "[;h('; 1.5)'I:,h Has involved in onC:! of the r,mst hostile uOl'tnr at·t,~cks 

in '0ho I:': CorpI'! T.lctic:tl Zone>" itt 0135 !lours, 7 .January 1967, Gmllp 

(bungod durin!r tho i1tt~ck. ~!\Y0 l:i.:t Jj(~lieoptors ~md crovTS on flare 

kil1inC [;ixt'1on ~;ner:ly .'J.n.:i. siloncinc; three ;'o'J()r't.ar tUb8S anc~ HClX! subncquontly 

c1ecQrntod at C(D:'0uoni8S hnlcl at bn+,tali'JI1 hondqunrters o In tll0 lat,tcr part. 

of Jt'.lJU:l~r n:inJ l:1.f~ bnlicoIltOl'S tmd fow' arrroi.! hJlicoptoro movc:c! to 

t:10 rContm:l 111'011 to Gup~orJ..:. n Spccit'.l Forces un:!.t in that t;l.J."C<1., 'I'he 

f.liGht rOl!ui.'1od thoro for n short period. of t.ilr.c and roturnod to Ploiku 

Fcbruo.r:r: 

Dur:'ulG tlK) month of Ji,(;brua:r:r oll11:lJnts of the 155th returned t\-1ice 

X'(Jst or the month was chnract0rir,cd b~r norm!11 nup!)ort of tho l-rt.h Inf~'.ntry 

Division in o.ucrntlon Sam Ilouston with tho c(Jmpan~r stne:inc mwt of its 

opcl'ntiorw v1.1.t cf Camp lIollo,my, Plu:iku. 

On h. Fcbrunry tho 155tll li(jld ,1. c'...:r'0lnc,ny for tho mcmrorializ.:lt:t'.m 

of l'lurr:mt OL.icor Eichae: N~ CoryelL 'I'be lS'5th 11lstallution 

10lJ!; a:eO V1JVN ~ f. 8 

/I, '/I \(/ Y V ~lJo41nv 
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locatod on the northwe:::t sido of Ban l'b Tlmot Cit:r Airfield waD 

deciV1,'J.tocl no Camp CoryelL \..Jarrnnt Officer Coryell, his pilot and 

hie crBll lont thf:d t' Ii va s on ]0 Octobul' 1965' lvhen shot down by enemy 

cnnJJ. aroma fire on a miocion ncar Plel D,jerenc, 25 miles ~TGst of Fleikuo 

l'Iilitar3r representativo!'.: and (.;:i.v:Llian f,ucsts accompanied troops in paying 

tributo to tho t\viator o.nd his crew who (.Hod it, the service of their 

cCfuntl"Y • 

During tho period 21 throueh 23 Fohru-"u'Y the- 155th returned to 

B,J.l1 }';O Thuot to stace comb.1.t assaults for cloments of tho 23rd AnVN 

Jnfantry Diviuion nor::'honGt of tho eity. On 23 and 24 Fubruary the 

company mov0d back to Plo:ilru to support tbe 4th '!:nfantry :livision 

thero. On tl1() vvoninc of 24 Febr"'lar~r the' 0ntiro company was c,llled to 

Bao Loc to Sl1.PPOl't tho IDIot JJ-lf(\nt~r Div:laion ill opor.:ltiona thBre. 

~~nurny [~ctivity :tn that Hl'G-U w.::tG intunsG nnd Deveral aircraft received hits. 

Ib'.~ny huroie nct:LI)l'W 1-101'0 committed by nKllllbul'G vI' the compnny, and nlthoueh 

~'y, :11rcraft trorc cfJl1otnnt1y unc1ci-l fire, no serious injuries were 

incurred b~r 155th personnel... On 26 Pebrua~r thc~ eompnny returned to 

Plcdlm to continuo support of th(~ hth Divisivn. 

H.trch: 

Thronehout tho Month of march th0 l55th continued supportine tho 

4th Division with !1umorou::; combat nastLults Qnd daily rosuppl~" and 

comm:md and control missions ~ The month of lnrch also brouch-li l1ith 

it the hO<lvietrli f.1.tality toll for tho year 1967, along with itG Bh::'.re 

of :lircraft .:lccir.1ents nnd horoic ~\(~tions by 155th personnel. 

On 2 J.~rch Ihjor Hobert Vo Atkinson turned ovor the reigns of the 

i0'3m:3d Staconetlers to H3.jor Charlie P. Fleming in an immpressivo G.hance 
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of command ccremony~ The ceremony was at-cendcd by various military 
l'cprcsent:ltives and civ:tli.D.n guests~ On B }farch a lift helicopter, 
number 65-59927 lont power on an ap.'l'oach to a landing zone. Five 
of th'J pussenC0l'D and crew members on board receiwd minor injurieD p 

The aircraft NilS totally dest:rol'ed :;.n the resulting fire. On 16 i"iarch, 
while participn.tlnc: in .:l combat assault l ... est of PleiJcu, .:l flight element 
of the 155th caln0 under intense enemy fire 0 Two aircraft were seriously 
da;nngcd by hostile rounds and one other was ahot down and burned upon 
contact. The company suffered two KIA and t.wo WIA dur.1ng the fierce 
engaeem::mt with the enemy. iiI saw the ohtp go:i.ng down with flames 
billowing from the enr:itlc compartment. Thou it hit t.ho trees and fell 
through the canopy. t'le noticed a small clearing about 200 meters from the 
('.r.'J.C~l and 80+, our ship d'Mn in it. The crewchief ,:md I jumped from our 
ohip, ho t<lith hi.'] :'1-60 ma.ch:l.n0 eun and I t"rlth my 1'1-16" II Th:i.s waG the way 
ILT nichard Sparline described tho action after the l55th Huey crashod 
aftar bo1ng hJ.t by onomy Ground fJ.re during Operation Sam Houston on that 
eventful day in r~':trcho Tho survivors of the ill-fated mission may well 
OHC tb.eir lives to the fast nction tnJwn by Lt. Spcrlinp,' and his crcwchief, 
sp/~ !1icik'1cl 'Baucom, who unhesitatingly went to their rnscuo with complete 
disregard for tho anomy mortars that were trying desperately to !,~.(:.o?>.t!..·cy 
the dOl'med crewo Tl)8tJiJ actions are indicative of the characteristics 
displayed by nIl fBrsonnel of tho 1~5th A,')sl1ult Helicopter Company. 

On 113 r1:1.rch a helicopter on <'l. ruturn fli.zht from Hha Trang vms 
forced to nutorotntc into the jWlgle onst of Bnn He rrhuoto !.To injuri~s 
r')sultod in tho nccick:nt but tho aircraft was destroyed by a grass fire. 
On 20 11a.::-ch nn armed holicopt€lr crashed on take-off from Dan ib Thuot. 
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Th!'eo serioue inJu:~'ioJs l'0Gultud in the crash and tho aircraft ,.,.as 

destroyed. f~eain on 2h lhrc-h another nrmHd helicopter was crip;11cd by 

enemy fire and crr.t.3hcd into a secur,~ landing zone ~ Thero wore no injuries 

On 29 liarch tho company 1:.(n'minntod it~, 1m! port of Oi)Cration Sam 

Hon,;ton anci rot-umeci hOl1l8 to Dnn go 'l'huot" cnl'r,ring with them many m3mories 

tll'lt shall r.ev(;;r;' be forgotten during that e:rront ful month of Barch 1967" 

~a!eo IfHVN ~J;O 
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illnIOD 1 AP'UL - 31 JUliE 

During thetJ{) t.h:-eu months the comp<!ny oporated in nIl arcns of. 

tho II Corpo 'rllcti((lll Zono ~lUpporting AIOClricnn, Korean, Clnd ViutnlJl!l:'se 

comb.:tt unit:1" 'rho poriod is eh:J.t·actcrizou by tho company's moblllty and 

by ite nctm/orl1ty accomplishment of SQv81'ul mlljor troop movem .. mts ns 

tho v~rious units it supported conducted comp.:tny~ battalion, and even 

rcgimc.:nt:1.1 size operations. 

April, 

The first part of April was unvvontful oxcapt for onc incident that 

took pIneo of 3 April 1{hila the l))th ~W.D ::mpporting tho lOlst Airborno 

Division in thl: Khanh Duone area. Onu a:i.rr::rllft \ms hit by enemy fire nnd 

Hounded thl: ..!re~fci1iof. He loInS if.1lr:cc11ntely 0v.:J.cuat<.ld to the 8th Field 

Hospital in Hh.::l 'El'ang and was later re10.1.suu for duty~ 

On 11 April th8 l.~Sth terminated its briG!' but eventful aupport of 

the lOl::>t Infantry Division (Abn) and 23rd ARVN Division operations in 

tho southern Do.rlac Plntc.ctu. Tho company immediately began to pruparo for 

a unit stze mow to Ninh Hon to beGin support of thu 9th Republic of 

Korort Diviniono The movc, consistinr, of nIl f1j.ght olerrDnts, pl:rt.oons 

and r0prcs0ntativu:1 from all supportinf.': det:lchilDnts, beGan on 11 April 

when <'111 advnnced pnrty flow to Ninh Hort and waS briefed by the cOlTlllk1.nd 

of th03 l7uth Asso.ult !lo1icoptcr Compnn~r vthich had bcon working with tho 

ROKIs since thoir arrival in country. lrlith instructions to be op0rational 

b~r 1200 hours on 12 April, tho rost of tho compnny loft Ban Me 'rhuot tho 

:wrning of the 12th. Th!] rollin body of tho compnny was follmvcd by six 

rrChinoo!~rr sortic::> of supplies nnd fn.1.intcn,1nco cquipmento 
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Hay: 

On 1 1'Iny tho corr:p[my .'1~) .. ;tUlK!(i tho mi8Si(m of dir(:ct ~3Upport of 

II Corps IIc"r\qusrt"l's Hit!l tho missIon to provido combat SUPP01't to 

Zono. A light tunm of ilrfll0d hGlicoptorEJ .:tnd at:. bast one trnn3port 

holicoptlJr Here rtfJsiem~d for Cln indcf'inittl period to the it'l.CV IIdvisor,l 

'l'0etlll :in T-x'1m Done .P"!.~ovincc 0 This gun toam Ho.S credited w:i.th 34 onemy 

kills curinG thl: months whi.ln coml1jcUnc thc:~I' lmiquo aNa clenr:Lnc 

opc;rations in that :U'OCt 0 

On h !,tay tlJl~ ,.:omVlllY i~SQrt;:;(l. [J. 1\;J.nforc0u h'lttalion of thu 23rd 

ARvtj 'l'rn:i..ninr-: J)ivb~,on tdth artillery intv tuo landinG zones northwest of 

bU':ll:cr::::. L:~ter durine l:.110 lift,_ one cm1Lpnny aircraft crashed on touchdown 

t.o a .'JlojJ:i.ng ar0:1. 'Ph") nj,rcraft ~taD totally d0stroyocl llwl S puo[ltlngo!'s 

)~lrlh'::l·.s l:uro injm.·Dtl~ 

On 6·~7 .'l.!1d l.3~·lh Hay, thu c()rnpanJ'.ir!~lertud two battalionD of tho 23rd 

lI.!1VN Inf0.ntry Division with artHlory ir.\to t,hu area sOllthctlst of Uno 

company l.:xtractud tho two bot.tClliollS in ,HIo"t,}.I.;)r ttW d~ly" oIx;:!'ati.ouo 'rho 

comp:my alroo cGnductud combat nssaults with thu 23rd AtlVN InfC\n~l:""J D:lvi:J:Lon 

n'Jar the Choo Hoo valluy c.urin~ thc; month of Hay. On 13 !1.9.y, r.nto:rj-;:11 

f~:i.11.l1'(: of a transmisoion dd.V0 sha.f~ cnuDod oni.: of tho company's 

~t:i.l'Cl':\.rt Lo crn:Jh an 1.1. waf> re t.urn:l.nc; to homo b~wo from n cotllbnt (.IOD[l1l1!;~ 

Th.r..: aircraft comrrm.ndor subsoquE.:ntly diad of jn,jurics su~tainod in tho 
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accid,mt. 'rhu piJ.ot. Ho.~} uvacuat.ed to .? hospital in tim Unj.tcd stateso 

'l'ht: tHO (;thc~r err-H'1 m!"ill:lct's rocuivocl only minor mjuries. 

Juno: 

Tho ct;mpnny continued to p~(Jvidc support to ARVN units ir. thd 

II Corps fl~.:1ctic<1.1 Zone, Ilccomp1:1Bh:i.nC 88V1)rnl mo..ior lifts in the 

On 12 Jlm0., four of th0 company'~' Ufl-ID' s and two gun ships flew to 

Qui Nhon to fly Promior Ky, the /.lTDricnn Amhas~.1[1.dor to Vietnam, nnd their 

pc.rty to cerlJmonics colebrnting thc; birtiltlay of i..:mporor Quar.g-'rrung in 

Dinh D:l.nh provinc(; ~ On 2[l ,Juno t.:1U l))t11 .nO'" .'1 VIP miss:i.on for 

General W0stmcrol::md t,r Ylr'iollfi 10cf~V ... ;mc surrounding the Bo?Jl H3 Thuot 

~!'a VliVN ((H ,,~­
//,-,1[;\(1 "IN .\J lJo41nV 
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P~~iUOD 1 JULY - 31 .s)~PT~rmER 

Ol)nGral: 

1'h:Ls period em>! many flying hours in support of alIi-cd units 

in tho II Corps '\:cen Imdor the opurationnl control of II Corps 

Ho.'::dquo.rterso The c(;mp~ny oprJratcd from such vnriod staging areas as 

Beta Lac, 2an He 'I'hnot,. ChGQ aco, Qni !'~hon, Phnn RI),ng
J 
Hu~ <';Dj .. Phu Bnio 

'L':lis period 1.1:JO began ,'1. series of ntt:.ncks of the Camp Cory.:.:l1 Compound. 

July: 

On ;) .July 13 t:.rcll1spol't h.;licoptors and harmed fjhips of the 155th 

lV0;ro joined by Ci·; .• !;''(':J t() lift a totcll of 1,450 troops of thC! 23rd At1VN 

Jnf'nntry Division :into 4 landi:1C Z0n()L! :.llonr, highway lllh between Duc Lap 

and Cia Hhia in thu 3l'Ut:.h cantr.':1.]. hich1:mdn, 'fhe lift, which w::ts an 

nttompt to clo,11' tho rout0 for a convoy, rcqu.Lrod 300 slick sort:los of 

troops for n tot,'ll of Ih2 hours flown that day. Althc.,ugh ground fog in 

the opur::rt:.il~nal .'1.rca prov<:nted thl::- lift. from proc0cding nccordine to 

.<Jc!1odulo nt. fir.'Jt, it. Hns ac,~ompli[Jhod without incidcmt. 

llm cun sh:inn t'IQre nttnchGc1 to tho 10l,h Aviation Btlttnlicn for [t major 

np8rntion conducted by tho C:'.pitol Division of the !lrlny of the :l.opublic 

of KorcJ<'l. ix'uth of Qui Hhon" 'rho cvmpnny lifted :1 tut.nJ. of 610 l(oro.::\nl3 

j.t1tO n land:ing .'l.re:[1. along tho con::rt ironl uhich they W0r0 to conduct 

.sweopinc scarch tlnd dc!;tro,Y ffi..1.neUV0rs. On 13 July, 11 transport 

:1L:l:iccptors :.md J gun sldps of the cO;~lpany had th0ir first experience 

with ifavnl cun support when they l:li'tl:ld 350 troopa of tho 23rd fdZV}1 

Ini'arrtry Divi[Jion into 2 landing zonos s()uth of Phan HanE. 'fhe lift 

~a!'a V!JVN !i'P'f68 
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"IllS i.n conjuncthm Hith an amphibiuus [tssilult. c' .... nducted by fdVN troops in 

! / 

I( that S[l.l~£l Ilrco.~ 

On 2h July tl>;O company t~un nr.:i.ps wero engaged by (:nomy fir~ \,1h110 

on a search and destroy missicm nour Bao Loe in J.JC'\m Dong Provirlce. On~ 

of tho f]h:Lps vms forced dultm int.o th0 jun{?) .. e whore nn enemy force estim!\ted 

to bt: two comp.m~.o::; in str(ln~th WQS lr,("Y3:vl,; Another company aircraft 

bravod tho ~J1ten:Jc enemy f).r8 to rescue the downed orew. The other gun 

ship limped back to the SOCU":'Et airfield 1'1l1iJro it landod safely. Tho two 

gun ships were responsible for at least. 05 enC:l:ny deaths before they were 

forced out of action3 

August: 

On 12 August, 7 comr:J.ny lift ~!'dp5 wore working "rith the lOth 

Avin{:.ion Battalion sto.gine 0. combat assllult ncar Tuy Hoa~ Tho company 

was credited "rith relocating clements of tho Capitol n.OK Division in tho 

mountaind south~est of Tuy Hon. 

0"11 26 August, 23:;~ hours, Cf.l.mp Coryell wn:J tho tnreet (if an onemy 

mar-tnr attack during the final minutes of 26 August 1967. 23110rtar 

rOlIDds ~xploded inside the perimeter of tho compound, damn.ging SDP.l3 

JTl"intollan(',(~ fncilitios and sovor.al aircraft. None of the rounds struck 

the cantom;ont o.roll which houses tho rren (.f tho compound. Thoro were 

no injuries to military pcrs(-·nncl, hcwevur 10 adults nnd 4 children 

livine in 11 h')usine project s0uth of t,hc: CO}'lpuund "rere inju:rvd. The 

nttack left n total of 10 "I(,undad, ::md h dead arnone the civilian popullltion. 

The zurprise attaci{ lantad only thrall lIlinut0S~ T!-.ro t<'ln ships nnd n flare 

ship were: i.mmcdintol~r dispatched but failed to detect /lny activity in tho 

Cll"en. Tile enemy force, suspectod to bo a small striko forco, hit and 

~':'a oWN !1Pi'8 
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escapod into tll() junc:1u 0 

On 27 jlUGU~Jt, 6 lift hclicoptors,1 D.nel 4 gUol ships extracted 180 

Cl1)G SJx~cirtJ. Forces 'fl'O()P3 f!.'om Due L:1p in DarInc Provincoo P.s the 

transpurt fliu;ht lifted out of' tho Du:: h1.p landing zone un the first 

lift) hostile firu wa.s rocuivod~ 'fwo of t:18 company aircrnft woro hit 

and one roturned imj,jl:.'cliatoly to tho airfluId, ~,\he other nircrnft, 

CC'1,'!c\i.ldud by W'_l!Tnnt, Ofi'ic<JI' Stove OHans, W;.l.3 f(,rced clown into a clearing 

in the jungle Wh811 it. ~.O.'1t oil prCS~1UriJ. 'no aircraft viaS roc(;ivinB fire 

whon it tOtlch0d dO'.m in tho cInarin:; l'!'lir.l em on(J.my forcQ :in thu tree lino. 

One cf the Pllsscnccro t:an 1;lC'lll1docl by tile fire. 'rho rOlllllinr.lur of tbA 

pnSSQn~cro aocurod thu nro" ,,"it.b-ln ton Jr::i.!1utos. Two hour:J latur the 

dmnngod nircrnft Nas removac.l, but tho eIDO cOITlI'lnndor decidod to t,:J.f:O 

the opportunity tc: stnllc the onl'my and rornninIJu on tho target which had 

b<.Jon inadvortcmtly I,fforocl hifll~ -:,vnrrant Officor OWons snid of tho nction, 

II It wnG cloGG, but hOH many timon cnn y(,U g..:;:t ~hot down hnd ht'.vo :rour own 

I:LnG company f(,].low ~r,:u in? He worD rociovinc honv-:l fire on tho 

(~ruu..'(L J:nd it, not huon for tho quick Nnct:i.c.n of tho[iO CI.xl, my 

crow l'h:uld not be ali ve today ~ II 

~18fJtCJmbi..; r: 

),OOOth a:i.r lh)ur. H:Lu ),OOOth hcur \U(fJ ]/)eeud H'hl10 flyinG a cl.)mbat 

:'3Upporl:. 1'I.i.tl:J.lcn 1t/ll,1t l:.ho l~?~tll in tllu GunLl'uJ. ;J:i.ehlandr:l of V:i.0tnmll. 

Th-.; l;th of ,SeptulnIJe:.. .. broul~ht. unlimitod n.ctivity for tho <lrrrcu platoun 

(1"nlcct'Ju). \'JhI ll'J H(,r·Jc1.n;: wHh "1',111) cmn, two p:un sh:i.pa com1uct0d n rocon 

~a:'a \lWNi1)7'Vj'9 
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of the urou a):'ound the lamHng zone to b0 usad for an fnse"rtion, About 

500 rocd;.ers from the 12 one ship received enemy fire o ~fuen the ligh"1:.. gun 

team t::1.rcled back> they obrJ..3l'vcd two a.rmed m:m scurrying through "1:..110 

bushos~ They enzaeed in a rap::'d exchang8 of fire, and gave the friendly 

patrol amp10 tirr:e to Cet to them before thoy could take the information 

th8y had observed tJ their snporiors o 

On 17 Sor,riemb0r two lift ships wcra conducting a visible recon 

for prcpr .... rution of a combat a5sault later in tho day~ \lJhi1e observing, the 

i;WO fJhips becnn reccivin(~ intemlC enemy fi:-tu~ Immediately upon recoiving 

1wrd of tho incident the l55th oparations immediatElly dispatched 7 lift 

ships and 2 ~un ships to the aroa. Durinr{ the heavy exchange of fire 7 

compo.n~v ship::; t'Cceived hits. Thero w~~rc no injuries to the crew. 

On 22 SfJpt',mber the 155th pl'opnNd for a move to the Hue, Phu 

Bai area in s\!.pport of ~pc(';ial Forces e Durin~ this operation on 25 

Svptcmbor, durinr.; an Clx<.~hnacu of f.ire, a crow chi0f was critically 

Hounded and his gwmer, sr/h Vincent McDoncuch displayed an 0xtraordinary 

amount of horoism while under fire * \'lithout regard for his own safety 

:Jp/4 }1cDonough saved thoJ lifo of his crew chief by exposing himself to 

hostile automatic WOUPOll.s fire uhile applyinC his Imowlodgc of ornoreoncy 

first aid" On 27 Soptember tho comp.1ny again ruturnod horn:.1 to Ban r~ 'l'huot. 
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FImro.T.' J, CCTOmm ~. 31 DgC~MJ3En 

'rhi~ period h'V.:J char,'1cterizod by a (:ontinuinl~ conunitmont of airCl"{li't. 

t,r) the ~::: Corps 'rl-l·~t.icnJ. L::0no" 'sevoral major troop movements Here 

L'.c(:omp11~lhJd.~ "including thu b/J.t.tJ.o cf Dak '1'0 and Hill 875 ~ 

Octcb(~r: 

'I'he month of Octoc.er brought. few sign:il'icant events other than 

t.hJ routine snpport of the alIi.cd troop') of tho 23rd .4.l1VN Infantry 

Di7ioion in tho t1.t'oas of Baa Loc c.nu. B,,:1 1-'/) Thuct~ 

On 19 O:::tobor a command ~~r.d cOlf~rol ;;hip from Bao Lac onrouto 

to Dan t{c 'l'huot by l~'ay of' Dnl[lt.: r'ar: into .'\ r:onside:.re.ble amount of bad 

Hoathnr< Tho ship 10::;",:. ~!"t1 and crc.c:1cd into a troc<, l~our VictnamJsG 1-lOro 

kiiL::"ocl l'.nd t',10 of tho ~r'.'lW roceiV8d minol~ ir.jurioA o 

Novumbor-: 

Ch 3 Povcmbcl' t.ho 155th conducteu u combat. assault in the vicinity 

of :~ont.tur.1 'ltili~dne S lift helicopters and!: gm1 ships" 60 troops of the 

'2:2n,1 A1V~,1 In.f~:1try Division were in:3l)rted and 250 troops were extract.ed 

:i.n ],20 a:i!'Gr.'lft ~Wl't,:t08. 'rho oPJrntion HIlS condueted without incidonto 

The: (;th of t·iovcJr\b,)r brought tho GI.;conu ch<u'lgo of cOl/ulland for 1967. 

UntIor CJ.C:ll' ~'ll::i.u~J am! before Lh,) rn.:.\IJ:.Jod troops, thd cuidon \..,0.8 pHasod 

from ihjor ChClrlio p" FluJllJne to Hajar Dilly il~ GQodnll~ Also !1ajor 

Richard En ~;t(Jphuns pctsslHl the ~~uidon oJ.' the 16,Sth ~lransportnt.i.on 

D0t~lcl,ment t(l 11'1jor gUt~!)n0 Pu i'fnlkof.r ~ TllC cere'mony conclurJed with 

remarks b~t thu (~Jpnrtinc corrunn!1dUrB nnd martial mlUJic provided b;y the) 

2Jrc A:1VN Infantry Division band o 

~9!!)a Vl:IVN {at"'; 1:8 
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At 2310 !'j()\,'::J ,:;n the 7th of I'JovC'mbr:r, t.ho Camp Coryell compound 

vms ag~d.n pour\(.l.<.)(~ by 50 roun0S of C:f1onrJ mor',',[!f> fil'Op No porsonnel 

rc:c(;l.VNl :tnjurics" The company lOf~t SOV8rL\~, holicoptcrs and athol' oquipnr)l1t 

'Ibn slicks [lnd four e:U!1 ships conductce). n combat ussfLult in the 

Dtlo Lac al'c[t fo,l." the: 11th P!.U.nr;cr R.'lttnlion on 13 November. 729 troops 

",.'or;:: liftoct ',rithout inciJ,8nt in 226 sorties. 'rhe Fnlcons uerc crodltcd 

,!-,'ith 20 enont}" killo:Jd durinc thG mission~ On Ih Novembor the 155th 

!'t,turnud to COlllp},l:d;.e their m1.nGion in tJ1(J ~nm(~ a1"Ol1 o Two cun ships 

fJustn.:i.ncd hH~3 i'ror,\ tmtom:.\tir. 1rK'!1~Ontl fire (mel "lUre forced down. Two 

i 
" 

CI'lJ'H mwmbf.:rs HQ:r'O \wund.:.;J i:1 ncti,)H nbonrtl on') of too gtUl ship::;. The 

;1 

The 2hth of Novombur br,)1.1l')rt tllo :fir:J~, pl.:.tto\ n of the 1~5th to 

the.' D~~k Tn c.r(~n to talW pnrt :1.11 Cpornt.io!1 H:l.CArt.hur. The company1 s 

~lil,;.p,J Hero conal:.(l.ntly ".lndcr fil'(; but !I1:1.fH1e,,!d to contlm10 nnd .:lccompliah 

thUil' mis::don th~~0\l:,;hout the purlod 2h NoV'omb8r - 3 DO(i!ember~ 

l)(;cQmbu!,~, 

On 9 Duc8mb~;:r tho Gomp~ny 18ft before dmm to go to th0 Q:i.d of n 

ho.d b0un tr:lPI:>0d '.mu it was fu:,n'0(l they ut."!T'U c;i.th!.;::r killod or c~'.pt,ured.o 

1'h0 1)5th i.l,lmQdiQt.ul~" in80rtcd clomonts of tl\0 lOlst Airbornu Division. 

This mission ,.,.tLS ,'1cc,~mplL'Jh9d without incide:nt. 

On 2),~ T\.:ccmbl~r three lift nhips nnd f{iur gUh ships deployed to 

Pleiku and :Jpunt Christmtln in tho.) Ploiku nrc<l." On ChristnKls (!,LI~r theso 

ships took part in tho air mission supporting the visit of Army Chiof vf ,staf! 
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',-".1 

Gr:m(;r.'ll Harclc: IC, JolmcoTl, .I';.2ain on 26 Dc;ccinl)or thl') 155·th provided air 

support. .1.n( gun IJbjp ~scort for the Chici' of Staff during hi.a overnight 

visit. in tho B:m I:J Thu(lt :11'oa.-, 

Tho JIst (jf December m~J.rkcl..~ tile end of tho Jrd year for tho 

155th Assault ":ul:Leopter Cor:tpany ~m(~ itD C.ct,nchmonts. li'rom than 

until 2 J:mu:J.T'Y J.968, tho 155th relaxed and reauied for the now yoaro 

~s:'a \f'dVN~'(O 
/7, ,/I \(/ 'IV ~IJO~lnv 

mUISSV1JCiO .---.. -~ .. -"-. 
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I 

PAnT :n:r 

,<JT:l'!'mTICS 

l.55TH ;;0:if',ULT Jn~LICOPTEll CQi;l'AlIX 
1 JJ'.NU;UiY 1967 .... 31 lYtCl~}I[[3EfI. 1967 

G(jlllb.:.J.t IinUt'D FJ.Oml 

Cor.Jb~~ Sortios 

T(rc~l Pa~::lCnGCrfJ 

Total Cnl'r,o 

~'!'O 'IliVN {fP;f ~8 
/7, ,U 1(/ 'IN A:iJOlllnv 

,--_:::.03::.;:I:lISSVl830 
-.~- .. 
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26,817 

67,176 

100,741, 

3,061. Tons 


