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Sarving in dir~ct sUY'7Jort of th~ Fr)c ' .. larld Force:'; an~l t:'j ).::cy of 

tha Republic of Vi"tnam, th.:J 15~th Aviation Company 10 similar to th>l 

mf.'.ny other avi,:ttion uni tu of th3 sa::1lC 5i::~ ;,u:.c1. structuI'G. :roro3G. 

originally as Co A, 1 st Aviation B."lt.::llion, 1 st Ini'cmtr-y Division >l t 

Fort Rilq, Kansas, t:1lJ unit arrived ut Vung Tau, ViGtnru:J on 1 M:'j· 1965 • 

HO"Ting diNctly to Ban Ha Thuot, with ::tn .1ircr:-.ft complam'mt of: 24 

Uii-1D's th" advance party wa.·~ welcomad by LTC 0.:J11:ert Townsend, Fo~ar 

Com:~,~.nd<lr of tho 52nd Aviation B8.tt.ulion. Aftor much pNpar'l.t~o!1 ~~r,d 

'·inny tr.J.ining hours through which th3 m,m of Co It b3C;::I,j'3 prof::'cient 

in th·3 no\1 and dOIDdnding" t<Jchnique>s of flyin~ in 0. comb:.t 20"", th·, 

Comp::.ny A W:lS ndosigp.:ctcd :23 the> 155th Avi'ltion Comp .. :p'y (.\'L' ~i()til.:: Li;;::t). 

From tha first, tho 155th's airlift pl.:toop.3 ~JCl::-O bo,rn e.s IfSt.:~" 

CO;J.ch lf I1hil" the .1.rmcd PlatoOJ! wus c2.lled th'3 IfFcJ.cons lf • Flyi~s fTom 

3"li"on in th" south to Dnk Pch in th .. ' north, from th" CO:.st.ll pl:2.L:s, 

to th~ C'1.lnbodill.n bordur, th..:: 3t.'lgeco..J.cil-F.1.1con tC.JJ!1 h:.s spr...:!:'.d th'Ji::-

of s,;.fety st.:l!d::rds and :til'crllft .":'.v:?ilnt.ili ty thrcJlI.ghout Vi ·,t;·,'lTl • 

----,-
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(:ur.1~!.tJ:.·· /'., :1,St; A'v L"'~·,i.~rl !.1ll.tt.';lJ.~<m l"i,l!, r.c~;"~.v(1.i:.od cm 15 Ju.J,~ .1.~'6J 

I 
, 

I 

lJj v,Lsi.one 

Av:~otion flut.t;,l.ion and dif'ncted ):0 I~!(r,e tr) Ho 110\01 locntion ut Bun 1'1:) 

Thuo" in t.he Cen tl'ul lU.glilnnds, 

On 20 l!O'lGI110er 1965, t.lle corrtFan,' KUS rC'dcsigll,~ted as the 155th 

Avjntlon Company- (AaL) nnd GOf(lpl.tny A, 1st, Aviation FJattaJ..ion des5.gnatic::\ 

\·ii1U rct.l~X'n9d t.o thf~ l:::rb. Infantry DiviHion(l 

r,'~ J..o2..:.:hJ H:L'Llill. ffl 
Y~J rn,"'tf'J!. t.o. J Fi:1Hl 'r, 
Napier, ,JamC!u ~J ~ 
}J,:.:.rln!::. :' J (:,X" tjh 1, •. 
A tki.!1.~on, Ilol,Y3 I;-t 

Flt: !Jlinr.~ .• Churlie;: 
GOlxlall.'1 BIlly 

--

.1</A0'a:ea WVN ((""vl ~8 
/l1_~U ;\(/ "'N -<!lJolllnv 

,"--_.:.:03:;::I:lISSVl::J ~ 0 --.• --...-- .. 

n. 

I1AJOR C0l11f1lIDImS 
And T!Jej.:' PEl!'iod Of Assignmcnt 

\'J f) /111'..1 0676613 ARl1 
r~;\ ~ r 020?7050 DIF 
!'"J~,J 072172 Tdi7 

J\", r~·· .J Ol)'Y;:liJJ I,'W' 
V, Hf'.J 06(Jbn 11'11' 
P. Maj oL~oo55}15 INF 

11\J 09011U IMli' ... 

------_._---------_ •• _--

20 }rar 65 - 20 AUf: 65 
28 AUf-; U) 15 Ilov 65 
15 I~()v 65 10 DelC 65 
III Dec 65 - 10 Aue 66 
10 Aug 66 - < l1ar 67 
2 Mlr 67 - 6 Nov 67 
6 Nov 67 -
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h!~ - DEC 1968 

hulicopt"rs .:ne. d".11',cg-Jd t-:Jn othGrs. Additivl1,-,lly t'.JO tr::!}zi-::::t Dus~c:f 

W!,S fully op,:,r::!ticno.l \d thil1 24 hc·urs. 

:U'tcr !! :.6 rounc~ mcrt.:":.r uttc..ck ':·n th.3 17th J ~nt1-:-.1'Y', in t·ll7"lch fi~i ... 

t.pn"O. 'fhis ,~ccurJl1 on t~1v 30th of Jo.nu~-.ry. ThJ ;nt,.!l!siv..:' :·,tt::.ck ,yl. 

He Thuot. 



• JANUARY 

The month of January brought with it a series of mortar attacks on the 
,':'Camp Coryell Compound. Iillmerous casualties and extensive damage to air'craft 

and building structures. The latter part of January was the 'ngg;" beginning 
~:' of the Vietnamese Tet NeVIl[ Years Holiday season which turned into a night mare 

for members of the l55th Assault Helicopter Compaund and its detachments. 

l 
I 

I 

I 
l 

02A.~ hours 
On 4 January tnt! compound came under a barrage of mortar and B-40 rocket 

attack. 40 mortars and 6 B-40 rockets landed on the compound. For the first 
time the l55th .~s infiltrrated by the Viet Cong through the perimete~ fence. 
The compound suffered no casualties. 

On 17 January, 0125 hours" again the compound came under mortar attack. ; 
25 rounds landed in the limits of the Ban Me Thuot airstrip. Immediately I 

the compound responded with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire to prevent 
what had happened the, 4th of January from reoccurintl',. Members 'o'~ the l55th 
were rapidly lc,a.rrUng what it was like to come unda:l' attack at more frequent 
interval-so 

imDe. ii' .\11'" it! i ',g~ s I.! tell , 

On 23 ~~~~i968 the compound was hit by 53 mortar rounds. 

On 4 ~~hh£1J6a 46 rounds landed on the compound. Numerous casualties were 
'suffered. 1 Korean Civialian was killed while enrout to repair perimeter light 

generators. Compound suffered the loss of 2 Air Force Air \'leather Personnel 
who were killed in their quarters when a round struck their hootch. Compound 
immediately responded l"lith 'a heavy return of ],!!u Lih automatic weapons fire. 
The results of this return of fire was 6 confirmed enemy KIA. The enemy again 
were attempting to infiltrate the compound from both ends of the compound. 

On 13 March 1968, 2220 hours compound came under a barrage of enemy mortar fire. 
82 rounds struck the compound causing extensive damage to property and inflicting 
numerous casualties. 

----,-------------
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.. .. It~~./.., /j9.'t~' .~,.>" :..'-.. """.;'.'\.tt:t:" .. ,:Jt:... .. ·~·.J1'~·i2ji.>·5:::.:. "~~~:'~'~~uence ~f Incidents of " '.- 4 .":.1;t'·!.· ·····\~L··;·:·: attl1ck on Camp Coryell.. to,.··· 

•. :,.':".'.;.r. ":,,,~{, .. <. • '30 Jan~ 1968 : • . ... • . . ;:-;;ilr~;;:;~l~?:;~.·:;(·· '.. ~ . ". .," .. ' .. ;-~ )·:··~~:'1J\.5if·hC;ur~ ... · D'ilbc requested flares for outlying are~s of the compound' inclu&ing • 

, 

. i:· .. *:f;·)~,. " the' immediate vicinity of.Banl'je Thuot. A;lso the- ARVN checkpo.;tnt. . 

.t·<, ":';: Northwest'ftrf ·the compound. came under',heav,y ·contact,.~l.oM . with: Sector ,., ~. ;:.::./: ~ ' .. '... . .. Headquaz:ter.s:: .. FLare and gun support '\ver!2 .gt'an·~ed.· ":.' .;. " '.. "." '. . .. ' 
::':'!~:/~~.'~':'.'. '\:~'.,::,,;~::~::"."">' . "., . ".: . . ' :.' '::\'.;.',< .. :, ~.:. . . "1'";''' ." 
.':.';"',0200 h014:s Major Billy ll. GoodaJ.l, Commanding' Officer' of the 155th/Aesault 4i: .',:: ... : '~';"'~: .. :: Helicopter Company, ordered a l~O~~ alert for the compound.r.· • 
. ~ . , . ' . .- ." ". 

, 

.:.;'':: . • • _:. ',0. _ • ~ '. . 
• ' 

.' ~ __ '. '.:'. '. 

...• ; "', '.::"0250. hcit1r§:.,'-· F:i:rst direct attack of ·the day on the immediate compound"'~:App~ximately 
':;,' .. »:.' 20 arortar round!J fell in tie area containing parking facilities'fGir . 

. 

'; . the a1 ~c;o;'",i't. Alsc . SoG' 1 a.r~ WlC': sruper. firt! encountered' coritli'iuallY . by 'tamp coryellPe~sonnel. Appr,04=tely 8 ships: ~ama:g~Ji.:t!;te . , . ini:tial attack. ~~ ~ tv/~-;-mtftZd-V~. . I".. . .• ,,: .',~.:.:i ~. .'iI..' 0'300: hours - Standby crews irnrnecb.ate.i,y nct;i:eied of the situation and were' directa!~';' ...... 

..... 

.. _-------._----

¥i va llUpport to .the home base • 
arn~';1S : 

• 

Flare - ac Davis, pllfI.J.ls 
Ce Peck, g ucJJher , 

Guns -
.' 

ac Donaldsob,r p Spearman 
ce ':/ate,ousj. g :icAvoy 
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Sequonce of Events of 
Attack on Camp Coryell 

30 January 1968 
" 

, 

a.300 hours - i:;P/5 Baucom received wounds from schrapnel while on a fire 
mission' in a UH-lO gun ship; 6 miles north of compound. Ship 
took 5 additional hits caused by hostile automatic weapons fire. 

1830 hours - WOl 'feaford was wounded by 30 cal. automatic weapons fire, in 
the riGht cheek. His UH-1H aircraft VIas on a high approach 
to the compound rmd received hostile fire 1/2 mile from conpound 
perimeter. His aircraft was enroute frou "ast Pield. Aircraft 
took ad<li tional ~ hits • . ')/: 

30 J'anuary 68 - 31 J'unuray 68 

.oW. 

2300 - 0400 hours - Con:tinuallJ' through the night andi into enrly l~orning 2 UH-1C 
gun silips were giving co~tinual support to the 23r<l Infantry Division 
}'u.\V;'1 in t,1l, Dan Ije Thuot vicinity. In this period of time these 
two uircrn.f.t took a total of 32 hits from hostile fire. They 
Vlere credited with siJ,'¥lcing 2 enemy machine (,un positions. As of 
5400 hours all 1'alcon"~ 'ships had been grounded by hostile fire 
at len.st' oncc 'lince thel 'Tet celebration began at 2400 hours 30 
January 1968. 'flle Falcons have flO"m a total a''' 30 hours in the 
vicinity of t;'Q co'''pound and Ban :.:e Thuot ril,c.l.c beinc~11der conti',mal 
enemy fire.' \ 

Cre,'/s fOD GU11 ships: 1 
~\.i"': Donn.lrl:-Jon, F Lone AG :'i.Jo;L'1COn, Y. :.~~i2mr.o:ts 

1900 - 0500 

;,. 

C .. ~ :rJ'['l,uc')~ ..'~:..rnun C~~ J8.r'li(~~;n, G ~I :c,\voy 
~10iJr:.~ - ~~~lkc Gtc.ndby TJ!1:-1Hfgave continu:::.l fl:J.rc ::Jupport l:l'1ile 

under fir~, to the Atr{U 23d I::lfn11try Division ('l.?1d the t,~vo 

;"la1 con [;un chips. 

t600 

1\(; c{)f/ll'kll 
(;;,:\XJ.t.'I-/IIG-

L,""~:1:ti\(l!!!i!iio;!", .. ;r 5 t J 5 e H,G3 a
J 

-'I j s,. I. ' 

) i:lS.. 

hours - \'later pumping station east of compound was lont to enemy forces. 
lIlaj ';/al ter Urbacrr"recovered 155th personnel. when they 1I&came 
under attac]t. 'fhere were no injuries. 
Personnel at v~ter point: 
SP/4 Klotz 
SP/4 Been 
SP/5 Walton 

. 1820 hours - 2 Mortar rounds hit compound in the aircraft parking area • 
There were no injuries or damage. 

2015 hours - Urgent 1.1ed-Evac 5 miles south of co;n]lou~1d, Falcons gave gun cover 
and received 8 hits ~om enemy rounds. 

,-.. • 

----------------- ------------~---·r--------'---·'~"---.. --'--
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1 ll'ebruary 1968 

0210 hours - 20 !.:ortar rounds hit Q<!lmpound in the cantonment area. Therc were 
$1 ies~ 'fj.ere t,;ed-~ aCt t~ ;~_ Tra;e.!h ,: oj "",,~ /v..A.;~·1 c MA:" I, , II ... ~ Q A., ~ 

'..u,... • oS tJ s At:' '~:::S?rn , ) 7 9 C2 ' 
- Compound rece e lon ense automat~~~Sire. ~. '-I 0600 hours 

0800 -0830 hours - :ie9.ction force deployed to water p<bant :md secured pumpimg 
st~tion. There were no injuries. 

2 February 1968 

0310 ~5urs - 25 :.io::'tar rounds fell on cor2pound, landed in airct~"ft :oar!cing area, ; 
1'.2.jor c.l1d minor damage to aircraft. :!o casualtieo. 

0730 :lOurS - Co:~pou.'1d received intense sniper fIbre. , 

3 February 1968 

1600 hours - 3 K-9 personnel were injured by schrapnel by an unlmown source. Two 
were evacuated to C)lam Ranh Bay, one treated by 8th Med and released. 

1-l.l;1W-LS -..I; c. ~ 
1619 hours - One C&C sliip ~in support of the 173rd t\lJ_n DiJ"..,.in i<l1~, Ban.w t~ vicinity 

took 15 .30 caliber hits from host:!.lB"1"i~:""No ca~lties. """'""". 
1615 hours - One slick downed b host" V 1 
1745 hours - One recovery sick left compound to recover downed aircraft. \-\~S 
1800 hours -~ r:sUP;~~"i~k ~.rt compound t~ resupply 173rd. ~8 .30 hQ~ile hits j 

d
&C Crew: Downed Crew: Olfovery SliCk:~ ~SUPP1Y Crew; ~ 

Ill!.rLis - Hensoif..l Tatum - Chido Harris - Rutled Goss - Harmon 
IAiiib'ert - d'b'i1ms Warren - Nob ~57th AHC) Patella - Chee Avery _ D 3 lor 
~C"<o,,~..\ ';jv"""V- ~\ l?:u'l).<!>-, .- 0 0 II r S (1 

No further hits or casualties. .Q..~-h, ... ,-\........\. rec.o~ \{~IJWL..J..\I 

1300 hours: 

1815 hours: 

,. ". 
4 February 1968 

eft cI.ew~ C\le.v ,j 

Compound alerted for 100% ",lert. 

-z.. ~ 
~ UH-IC 'Ite::5 downed by hostile fire 

Crew: (I\\ts +0 lR d.,,"'" \ Iv,.l.." .... ) 
W. Johnson - Walker 
Baucom - Farnum 

Back light tower received scattered incoming 
:,.:~ .. 
\' . 1420 hours: 

... \ 

... _------'---------

--------------r-------------- --~ 
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.. :::.r:,:~.~ :'" 4 F~b~~ 1968 
.' 

f
' '- .' '". ..,', .;,,/" . 
'. ~ '" 
:1' '.11;, . '.. • 

I. 184$ hours - Compound received scattered sniper fire in ~he vicinity of the . 
r ' ., "" . ,,1(" corral and K-9 area, compound returned fire. 
;,r:-'7. ,/.,.'1,1." ' 
~ \{!.~ ... "~::'" 5 Februa17 1968 . 

i0150 hours - 20 rounds fell on' co~ound~ minor std'majOr damage .(mortars~~ 
I 

• 

2240 hours - 30 mortar rounds fell on compound including aircraft area and cantorumnt 
• areas. ·8 casualties, 5 aircraft moderately damaged. . 

~ 
I 
I 

i 
\ 

• 6 Februa17 1968 

00" HOurS - one EM fatality, killed by friendly troops. William EisJ;er, SP/5 

2045 hours ~ Bc'attered sniperf.ire southeast side of compound. Compound returned fire. 

~I'dr 

;);; 
54fT 

•• 
.5:)' 1/ 

No casualties . 

• J-( / f1 
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A[tor i.1. 11eriod of fmvon Wr.I~k:: ~Iith()ut :"\l'I ennmy n.tt~.\o1: on Crunp Coryoll, 

the loncront pClrio<l. of rer:pitll tho 155 htl.!l :::ocm in two YClxrr::, tho night quiot 
, 

t.m.rJ (1.(;::1.il1 brokon by ineOl~il1~" 1.'oun,11. On 23 July .:1.t 2333 hott1:o, !ivc ]-40 

roekc'tiJ n.nd ton 02Jillll r;:.'l.'tr'X:J utruek the coml)mmc1. Duo to incro::1.oc.d btmker 

fnciJ.::'l':l,,,, "11<1 the ov,:rcl\w I1lv~uro of tho nttn.ck, tho rotmdu infliotod ne-

c;.'..tivc dI1.II\"l.~() -bo ,T)(;rnOl1l1(!l or equipment. 

AI3",l.in, thoro WV! .':\ Ion!; poriod ~Iithout OnCfJY (\ttC\ck on C8.ffil) Coryoll 

in July ['.l1d i\.u(;1.lfr~. FinF1.1Iy, th" compouncl t·r,,,::! n.tt(1.clwcl on 12 AU(;1.tDt. I],'lXly 

in tho ,"orl1il1(\, " totn.l of 37 rOtU1dr: fJtruck tho compot'Jlcl, Ilmrlinc: not only 

in tIl" corr,,"l 0.11(1. (luDtbOl-Tl but in the billetin:: nreo.n 0..'; "ell. Ton ]-40 

rocl:,,:tf: (1.11([ 27 n:!i"lrl mm:'t=n im],)<:'.cte(1., c,,"uninr, clD.m.'1.(r,c to four UJ!-1H'o, o.l1d 

onc; U1l-1C, ton D·b:olctm.'cD, '\nCl fl'ttr. vohicleD. Eleven peroanncl t-mro 

\I/'otUldcd <.1urin(~ tho ~';Ltn.c!;:. F~'.lcon c;t.u1t.1hipc n.nl1 r.\ fln.rnc.bip Hore l .... l.unchccl, 

but bCC,,"W10 af <1ifficnl ty cnr:ouni:orcu. j.n cc·~i;il1.{( clc~::'.IlcO 'oa fire:, rc-

In In;;o .'m.:;'-wt ,,"ncl c.'.".:t'J.y Sentemb",,: of 19GC, UW 155-nupl'ortcd o.r.co.o 

of Bu h.'o.nc; al1Ll Due If'.!) t<orr. i;hu ·~:u.'c;·ctn af n. lone;, h,".rcl-hittin(~ offenoivo 

by tho cnm:lY. ThlC I.-:cp in p".:r:tie\11~.:r.' '".,.r: tho f"c~.J. point of (memy r.ctivity 

'ohe (mcr,w ,",.r: plnl1ninc; :). 1969 affcnllivr.: n.ir.lC:U. once .'1.(f.l.ill :~t Duc 11'.11. 

Tho (111(1 ()f the D1U,l1";r. mOl1fWan ::md the bo(;in.ninr.; of tho ~rin·bcr. monsoon 

':'IIIII"),,V IVllt)l1 VII '1111 I II 11'1:)11111.111,1 111 

---,'--------- -----------------_._ ....•. _._-_._. ---
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/' Hlljor Hoore wns prr;sentcd tho Cron7.€l Star for 3crviee and the Viotllllmese Cross of G:lllantry. 

In late August nne! 00rly Scpt0.m1YJr of 1"'68 th0 155 9upj'ortNl :trC'3 of Btl Prang n.od Due L1P ;/~'r0 t"rG",k of '1 lonr;, h,rd-hitting offensive by the enc:my. Duc I"p in J'<'rticular w.'.s the 10c:11 point of enemy :lctivi ty. AlJ. sources of information up to ,Tune of 1969 indic!:'.ted that tho enemy =s planl'.ing a 1':'69 off·~nGive :limed once ag,in .'!t Due T:1p. 

The end of the swnmer monsoon and the boginning of thl') wint.er brought about a grant iner~:a(le in t'nem,' nctivity in large p.::trts of the 155 IS .::trea of operation. Although the r'l iny weather pr&cluded 1ny lnree sc::l" enemy .,,~tivity duricg July and August, towards the end of Septemrer the lossen­ing rainf.'1lJ a.fforded th'J enemy greater e.:lse of mobility, ,:lS WIS indi­c"tod by large) troop buildups in tho border "-roan west 'ind southw"st of Due Jap. 

During these tcimos tho eomp:wy ;/11S eng~.ged in sniff.:;r for G_2 of the ?Jrd AHV1! Divi:;ion. An increase of B-50 activitie~ helped account for the r.),1,jority of minsions during this period. Dly aftGr day tho;) F1]cons w(,re roturning "ith ever increasing KBA IS credited to their h::·rd hittir.g t,~ctics . 

The qu.,stion of th" int'~nt' OM of the: enemy ;/ere ar.3t.!Grfid on ?? Octoocr ;/hen it oocame cl,:,~.r th:lt thel enemy was on th6 move. L1rgo cizo unHs mO"E'cl ':ICross from Cnmbodia into positions south of Pu Pr"Dr ".nd south of Due Lap. IargG unit3 lJer,': still m'lssing "-long the, C:lmbooi"'" border posing :1 substanti.?l urtil1()rywd st'lndoff att,.ck thr"."t to th& outposts of Pu Fr:l!le ard Duc lnp. 

On 25 Octoccr thee €!nGmy bcg,'ln his off\,nsive. 

Over night lJith the hCllp of tho 155, 5/22 Artill' ry set up fire bses strung from "'1st of Duc L'lp to vest of Eu Frang. "B" Troop of the 7/~7 Co v'11ry W1S ,13signGd the mission of conductinG" Hunter-Killer" oper'! tior." in th.:, Pu PrOlr.g-Gh l"ghin A.r':,:l. 

As the offense took llmpe, fire support mse Helen ~'"s the first to 1:'c!!d under thG onslaught of a multib:ctt'llion size un!.t. It f(,11 or th" :>9 of Gctober with thu r,;Il1iJining personnel bc,ing extr c,ct6r) by the, 155 under heuvy enemy fire. 

As the enCimy .".ppliGd pressure, fire support b.'se Annie: and I(a.te ",ere r( located to Due lap. The. enrmy h~d 50 e:lJi ber nnd 37mm Anthircr~ft p03ition ,1rOllnd fl'!.ch fir€! rosc,. As ,'1irer"ft r.nde their 'lppro,,-chcs to thcs8 b:ses they would sustain numerous hi to. The 'lircr.'1ft k"pt return­ing 'lg.o.in and ,'lg1tin for me,dic"l E)v:lc"<:>.ti.on :>.nd firell,. '-or the) cy.+.·r,.c­ticn. 

!'i~htin" w"nt on. }kroic deeds boeame P'~!"t of thr; oVGry d"y misdol" as th-:; "i 55 ~::.lrncd i tc n'lmn under in-:eroe enemy fire:!. 
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••• "bat these men sba.ll not have died in vain • 
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