HISTCRY OF THE
156TH ASSAULT HLICOPT:R COMPANY

1 JANULRY 1968 - 31 DECEMALR 1968
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FORWARD

Serving in direet support off the Frie YWorld Forces and tha Army of
the Republic of Vistnam, tha 15%th Aviation Company is similer to the
many other aviation units of tha same size and structurs., Tormad
originally es Co A, 1st Aviation Bat-alion, 1st Infantry Division at
Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vurng Tau, Vietnam on 1 Mzy 1965.
Moving dirsctly to Ban Me Thuot, with an aircraft complemant of 24
Ui-1D's the advance party was welcomsd by LIC beltert Townsend, Former
Comnander of the 52nd Aviation Battalion. After much praparaticn nnd
Many training hours through waich thz men of Co A bicome proficiznt
in the now end demanding techniques of flying in a combet zon2, tha
company was declared oporational on 1 June 1965. On 20 Hovambir 1545
Compeny A wias rudesigrited ns the 155th Aviation Compuny (iir Mobile Lighat).

From tha ¥irst, the 155thts airlift platoons wers known cs "3tz

Coach® whil: the Armed Platoon waé cclled the "Falcons". Flying from
Saiigon in the south to Dak Peh in th.: north, from the co-stal ploins,
to tha Canbodian border, the Stagecosch-Falcon team hzz sproad their
reputation for wccomplishing thoir mission while miintaining the hishest

of safety stonderds and aireraft availakility throughout Vi itiam,




Cuppeny £, daw dvletion Dattalion wos acrivated oa 1S July 1953

& Vot Liley, Wn9nd, and was oriepinally part of the Lst Infantry

liivisien.

In the ameing of 1959, Componyr A waa welieved of its asgignment

tu thie Tst Dufantey Division and wae reagsipgned to USARPAC for deploymeint

¢2 the Depublic of Vietnam,

n 1 May 596Y; Company A, lst Aviation Battalion arrived at Vung

Taw, fepublic of Vietnam, where it wes ruriher assirned to the 52¢

Aviation Dattalion and directed to move ho its new location at Ban Mo

Thuol in the Cenhral Higlilands,

On 20 Movember 1565, the company was redesignated as the 155th

Aviation Company (AML) and Company A, 18t Aviation Battalion designaticn

vau returnzd Lo the 1lut Iafantry Division,

MAJOR COMMAMOERS
ind Their Period Of Assignment

Lelozazh, Witliam W, MAY 067668 ARM 20 Mar 65 - 20 Aup 65
Yamagata, Froed T, MAJ 02097050 TN 20 Aug OY - 15 MNov 65
Nepier, James W, - mA 072172 TR 15 Kov 65 « 18 Dec 65
Pavlas, Jeseph L. Jr. MJ 01935243 IAF W Dec 6% -~ 10 hug 66
Atkinzon, Robart V, 4J 060HOTL TNy 10 fug 06 - 2 Mar 67
Fleming, Charlie P, ~ Maj 0Lo05HHE TuF 2 Mar 67 - 6 Nov 67
Gondall, Billy R. MAJ 090118 Inr 6 tlov 67 -
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Jaun - DEC 196g -

The new yaar started off with bang for Cunp Coryell and ti man
of thu 155 Aviation Compamy, ot 0245 on the 4th of Janu-ry 1948, C .mp

Coryell was wader abtack frem 82mn mortars, and BAO ruckits. TFertus~tely

helicopters xnd domeged ton others. Addition~lly two tronsicent Dusiesf
sitips incurzd dunage. This s.t back was enly temporary and ti2 q35th
wis fully opiraticnal within 24 hours,

After 2 26 round mertar atteck +n the 17th Jmuery, in wiich £ive
Ud1H rocsived dumaga, the stogsocoach-falcon team wos 2gain pat Lo tho
+mow. Inis s?.ccur\zdr on the 30th of Janunry. The intensive stticl ow
Ean Me Thuot and the adjnecent airfiele began ot 0150 hrurs, At shis
tine both flare ap? gunshins were criered airtorng in support «f vairsoug

chsck points -nd cutposts undoer attack., At J200 hours the 15th want to

100% alert, and at 0250 hours approvinitady 20 rounds of hostile vorder
fira fs1l on th: city airtisld cemplode Smnll srms £irc wis oneousntors:d

. Mg
) Iy -
~ e L
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birsughout thy sisht.  @ight airerafh wees dmfaged by hostls 03
Frlcen gunships net yet com=TCtow were wrder.d alaft -t (30C h.rsg, Ty
were Lober coaditod (e dcstr:'.-;,-in:; twe eneny 27mm moptar pasticns,
£1ora ang gunahed flew throueheoud the nizht,

At Q€15 feurs a Faleep eirerart, pileted by WO1 Ian I.J'ndsay ~nd
w0 LIWIONC2 Hanper wr~ dewned by hostita fire two niles scuth of Bay
Mc Thuet, 1454 recovery nireraft alung with Dustors were cispatenod
B0 the scone, e $.viral ships already in the -~ir wore diverted t
the loesticn & help the downed Craw. st 9830 h-urs, whils takin. oof
ty direet FeeUWWary wpurations, Hrjor Goud~dl was wourdeo Wiken his oiverart

eneruntored ivtenzo sutamatin waspong fisa
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JANUARY

The month of Januasry brought wilith it a series of mortar attacks on the

+*Camp Coryell Compound. Numerous casualties and extensive damage to aircraft

and bullding structures. The latter part of January was the keggix beginning
of the Vietnamese Tet Newx Years Holiday season which turned inte a night mare
for members of the 155th Assault Helicopter Compeund and its detachments.

Cn 4 Januaryogﬁg gggﬁgund came under a barrage of mortar and B-40 rocket
attack. 40 mortars and 6 B-40 rockets landed on the compound. TFor the first
time the 155th was infiltrrated by the Viet Cong through the perimetef fence.
The compound suffered no casualties,

On 17 January, 0125 hours, again the compound came under mortar attack. ,
25 rounds landed in the limits of the Ban Me Thuot airstrip. Immediately d
the compound responded with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire to prevent
what had happened the 4th of January from reoccuring. Members of the 155%th
were rapidly lecarning what it was like to come under attack at more frequent
intervals.

on 235 PeE2E2 9968 the compound was hit by 53 mortar Tounds.

On 4 ﬁé?gnhiﬁgﬁ 46 rounds lended on the compound. Numerous casualties were

"suffered. 1 Korean Civialian was killed while enrout to repair perimeter light

generators. Compound suffered the loss of 2 Alr TForce Air Weather Personnel
who were killed in their quarters when a round siruck their hootch. Compound
immediately responded with'a heavy return of hmxiti® automatic weapons fire.
The results of this return of fire was 6 confirmed enemy KIA, The enemy again
were attempting to infiltrate the compound from both ends of the compound,

On 13 March 1968, 2220 hours compound came under a barrage of enemy mortar fire.
82 rounds struck the compound causing extensive damage to property and inflicting
numerous casualties,
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o75e (0200 " howps — Major Billy R. Goodall, Commanding: 02ficer' of the 155t Asaault
R L AR Helicopter Company, ordered a 100% alert for the compound ;"

o
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..,-“6.250".;‘;}16&.":%;:.__# Pirst direct attack of ‘the day on ComPOUndp-'E-'ilpbitft.:;ximatély'
T W7 20 Mortar rounds Tell in the area containing parigng Tacilities 7or
v ~ the aivergrt, Alsc "sza1l arms ang X

L . by Tamp Coryell: Personnel,
: e . inttial a.ttack.‘ Folesng

0200 hours - Standby crews.i.mued‘iat’ély negifi i i : dir ' '
oo £1ve support +o -the home bage, .-
AL CREVS ; . o St
' Plare - g¢ Davis, phlpys
ce Peck, g Mi&her .

. A Guns -~ ac DonaldsOh,r P Spearman N 5_57?
R TP ce_‘r'fa‘te;‘OUS"}. B -lcdvoy N "

ac Hahna, P Lindsey

¥ o4 R
C ce .t hi T . i -
L L ukohan T

;Gon‘blnml aubpor't‘.'gi\j_en'the sector and ‘DTOC tarougz

Rout the morning, . . . .

ok offe Ul~1C gun ship was dovmed by hostile fire while &iving subport in
4T the Vieinity of 2 miles sonty of the compound, Immediate alegV§ gdfi.'ve'qi;__-_‘
<. for recovery of Ship and crew members, . 165th franspoftation etachment’
& LV m I Weecker Ship ang crew, Dust~off Ship ang Crew, one gun ship of ‘the . & .
s W 155th, two Slick ships and’ ~rew

: 11pS _an pias the 1558 Reactionmes foxrce. for.. ...
j""r'-".-‘ff-&?;"*"f"_’:‘:‘ec‘tmity‘"were immediately dispdtched to the cras _—

€820

sh scene,

oo s . . . Q-
urs __:;_{r?ajor :Billy R, Goodall, Commander was voun

o ded .by hastilé-.%q_{ﬁgiie'-'“
Lt taldng ofr in the iraffic pattern of “the ¢ T

w2 -." ompound , _?C:' C-a_f,, g(pogr_-“_._
A e AHEES R LNDSEY WP yng TR
i 093¢ A Dovmed gun ship”crew sarqér_:;r Tecovered, SP/5 Fadz Tecelved 'minor . -
F “bruises, Sp/ 4 MeGettigan received Superficial woGnds, '
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1300 hours -

1830 hours -

¥
2600 hours -
. ﬁ"
" 1820 hours -
2015 hours -

dequonce of Lvents of _
Attack on Camp Coryell . s .

& 30 January 1968
4 3

QP/S Baucom received wounds‘ffom scnrapnel while on a fire
mission in a UH-10 gun ship, 6 miles north of compound. Ship
took 5 additional hits caused by hostile automatic weapons fire.

W0l Teaford was wounded by 30 cal, automatic weapons fire, in
the right cheek, His UH-1H aireraft was on a high approach

to the compound and received hostile fire 1/2 mile from conmpound
perimeter. His alrcraft was enroute from Zast #ield. Aircraft .
took additional i‘q\v’e“ hiits. '

30 January 68 - 31 Januray 68

2300 = 0400 hours - Continually through the night and® into early ﬁorning 2 UH-1C

gun saips were giving cogtinual support to the 23rd Inlantry Division

ARV in ithe Ban e Thuot vicinity. In this period of time these

two aireraft took a total of 32 hits from hostile fire. They

were credited with sileneing 2 enemy machine jun positions. As of

0400 hours all Falcon g@h ships had been grounded by hostile Tire

at least once since the’Tet celebration began at 2400 hours 30
January 1968, The TFalcons have flovm a total of 30 hours in the

vieinity of tne compound and Ban ile Thuot while bein%under continual
enemy fire, '
Crews fop run sihivs:

AL Donnldson, ¥ Lane AC %.Jolngon, F Mimmons
C.i Bauc;gigﬂ Jrrnun Ch Jarnigun, & fleivoy

. Giag N . .
1900 - 0500 nour:s -ﬁ!@i;la{re stendby Ui-1lliggave continual Tlare support vhile

udder fire, to the ARVI 23d Iafantry Livision and the two
Maleon gun ships. )

achathell  p Ruster f%EE%HER:PJ.ﬁé=ﬁ;ﬁnﬂﬁig

BDAING G s 2=
S5 O _E— )

Water pumping station east of compound was lost to enemy forces,
liaj Valter Urbach®ecovered 155th personnel when they wmcame
under attack. There were no injuries,

Personnel at water point:

SP/4 Xlotz

S?/4 Been

SB/5 Walton

2 Mortar rounds hit compound in the aireraft prarking area.
There were no injuries or damage. .
Urgent Med-Evac 5 miles south of‘compound, Palcons gave gun cover
and received 8 hits Pfrom enemy rounds.
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1 February 1968
. 0210 hours - 20 lLortar rounds hit ¢ompound in the ca.ntorunent area. There were

casuaﬁ:ﬁhjﬁ"ex‘e ned-u.. ac, tg Eﬁ Trang T J YR Y oo
= UsarF Seps %ﬂ_ma‘“’;w
0600 hours - 'Compound rece intense automatic Weapons Yfire. . .

[ S——

0800 -0830 hours ~ Reaction force deployed to water pitant and secured pumpimg
! station, There were no injuries.

2 February 1968

0310 Bburs - 25 iortar rounds fell on compound, landed in circkaft ovariking area, J‘
I[’2jor and minor damage to aircraft. /o cesualties.

" g——

0730 nours - Compound received intense sniper fire.
/ 3 February 1968
1600 hours - 3 K-9 personrel were injured by schrapnel by an unlmown source. Two
! were evacuated to Cpam Ran.h Bay, one treated by 8th Med and released,
7 ~kC
! 1618 hours - One C&C sllx-zk.p&m support of the 173rd_ n_ D:Lv the Ban e 3 v;:&ggity

t.oo}c 15 .30 caliber hits from hostils Fife" f"}o casudlties,
—1615 hours -\One slick downed by hostile fire, — TATUM )
17h% hours - One recovery sﬁ:ick left compound to recover downed aircraft., HARRLS
1800 hours ~i\0ne_resupply y_slick left compound to resupply 173rd. 28 ,30 hogtile h:.ts.

|
b
| .
. P &C Crew:
Hahul .

- \\_ .
Downed Crew: govery Slick: supply Crew:
Harris = Henso Tatum ~ Chido Harris - Rutled Goss = Ha.rmon
ert - ¢511ins Warren -~ Nobléd ¥57th AHC)\ Patella - Chee Avery = Desspwier
yewvewd Yuinrav— . ‘ wed  guac, —0ollis
y No further hits or casualties, R g-tvtc o] e et ‘{CW&.\AJLj
_ o dpoved oo

L February 1968

1300 hours: Compou.nd alerted for 100 alert.

| 1BI5 hours: e UH-1C %5% downed by hostils fire neay Dalgbe o il oq Pusetugs ﬂ
- ) Crew: [wus %o T8 dave § g‘osd‘*‘.':‘l- hits Lo wdse

R W. Johnson =~ Walker Hawwa, - 070y

;‘, . Baucom - Farnum , Magerrgon

" 1420 hours: Back light tower received scattered incoming rounds

,. .‘
r :" 1
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k Feb'i:'uary 1968.

18115 hou.:;s = Compound recaived scattered sniper fire in ghe vic:Lnity of the

corral and K-9 area, compound returned fire,

.f

, 2240 hours - 30 mortar rounds fell on comp
areas, 8 casualties, 5 a

%‘ 2" L/ B3 ‘.,L(A/{\v'vra . o

v 5 February 1968 .

6 February 1968

2045 hours ® scattered snlperﬁim gouthsast side of compound.
No casualties ;

1R

‘0150 hours « 20 rounds fell on. compound; minor an‘a ma jor damége .(morﬁarsl.

0055 hours - one EM fatality, killed by friendly troops. William Eisjer, SP/5

ff"'/é" Wil am /@’/57'2:1’. _ 6 fed cs
s YT FPURRD AN -
SHT James SWANN ~ Y
S5 RO pert A PINKSTZN - 13 mae 400
A= YEWE flooN -

Z'T_._h [” ol

~ ‘7&{4 by fﬂs —

IR ¢ &
VB ¢

Zf DIBRES
y ‘T’L (o

S n oY

(99— 2D

L[C)u__v\ Caf

ound including aircraft area and cantonment
ircraft moderately damaged,

Compound returned fire,
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1 JULY - 50 NETLENETIR

After a period of sevon weeks without nn encwy attrel on Counp Coryell,
the longest poriod of wempite the 155 had zeon in two years, the night quict
wns arain broken by inconring roundn., On 23 July at 2333 houra, five B-40
rockets and ten 02mm rovbers struck the compound. Due to increancd bunker
faeilition, ond the overdue nature of the attack, the rounds inflicted ne-
miive damge to pernonnel or equipment.,

Again, thore wan o long period without encry attnel on Camp Coryell
in July end August. TFinally, the compound was attncked on 12 Auwgust, Early
in %he morning, ~ total of 37 rounds zfruck the compound, londing not only
in the corrnl and dugtbowl but in the billeting arcos as well. Ton D-40
r()cl;r':tr: and 27 A% moztars impacted, causing demnge to four UH-1'a, ond
one UL-1C, ton strmetures, nd four vehicles. REleven personnal wore
wounded during the attnelk, Iolecon punships and o flareship were launched,
but becruse of difficulty cneountered in getting elearonee to fire, Te-
turned with norntive reswlio,

The 156 wno not subject to unery atback dwring the cntire month of
septonbern,

In lote Ausunt and enrly Sceptember of 1966, the 155-aupnorted arcad
of Bu Irang and Due Ioy wewe the targets of o long, hord~hitting offenaive
by the eneny. Duc Inp in particulex wos the focal point of cnemy nctivity
in the 15%this aren of t:px;-‘.:.‘-:t'i:io).\:: during: that yeor.

A11 gourecs of inTormation spdlwred thus far in 1969 indicutccl.that
the encny won planning n 1969 offoniive nimed once again »t Duc Inp.

The end of the muuwz monsoon and the beginning of the wintexr monsoon

!

brouszht about o great incrensc in cnewmy activity in large parts of the 165tc

aren of operatimm, Although the rainy weathon precluded ony largc nenle

WG!EO YHYN W‘ﬂ '
rA & :g({,y,v' Aseyimy
Q3HiSSYT193q
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Major Hoore was presented the Cronze Star for service and the Victnamese
Cross of Gallantry.

In late August and carly Septembar of 1062 the 155 supnortsd z2reas
of Bu Frang and Due Lap wora tergets of a longm, hmrd-hitting offensive

by the enemy. Duc Iap in pirticular wis the loeal point of enemy activity,

All sources of information up to June of 1969 indiczted that th- enemy
was planping a 1965 offrnsive aimed once agtin 2t Due Iap,

The end of the summer monsoon and the beginning of the winter brought
about a great increase in enemy activity in large parts of the 155's area
of operation, Although the roiny weather precluded any large scale enemy
activity duricg July and August, towards the cnd of Septemter the lessen-
ing rainfall afforded the enemy greater ease of mobility, as was indi-
cated by large troop buildups in the border arcasg west and southwast of
Due Tap,

During these times the company was engoged in sniffer for G-2 of the
?3rd ARVN Division. An increase of B-50 activities helped account for
the majority of missions during this period. Dy after day the Falcops
were returning with ever increasing KBA's credited to their herd hitting
tactics.

The cuestion of th: int:ntions of the ehemy were arswerad on 2P
(ctober when it became cliar that the enemy was on the move, Iarge eizo
units moved across from Cambodia into positions south of Pu Prong and
south of Duc Lap. Tlarge units vere still massing 2long the Cambedian
border posing 2 substantial artillery and standoff attack threat to the
outposts of Pu Prang ard Duc Lap.

Cn 25 Cctokr the encmy bogan his offensive,

Over night with the help of the 155, 5/22 Artill ry set up fire tises
ﬂmmgfnm&mtofDm:hptowwtofEqump“D'ﬁwq:d'WeTﬁT

- Covalry was assigned the mission of conducting "iunter-Killer® operatiors

in the Pu Prang-Gia Mghin arsa,
(&3 -

s the offense tock shipe, fire support Mmse Helen vas the first to
rend under the onslaught of a multibattalion size unit, It fell or the
2¢ of Gctober with the remlining personnel boing extracted by the 155
urder heavy cnemy fire.

As the encmy applied pressure, fire support bise Annic and Kate vere
r¢located to Duec lap. The enemy had 50 caliboer and 37m Antinireraft
position around each fire msec, As nireraft mide their ipproaches to
these bises they would sustain numerous hits. The airerafi kept return-
ing 2g2in and again for mcdical evacmtion and finzlly “or the crtrace
tion.

Pightine went on. Haroic deceds tecame part of the cvery day miscion
as thz 155 curncd itc nume under intense enemy fire, -
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Y sp/5 wrnnam ErSTER 4 - & FEB
SGT EDWARD MITAN 4 MAR

SGT JAMES SWANN 4 MAR

KIM CHANG KWON - 4 MAR

SSG ROBERT G. PINKSTON 13 MAR
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eew That these men shall not have died in vain,
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