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HOW TO HELP THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM 

Many Americans have asked how they might help the people of Vietnam. 

The most effective way is through the U. S. voluntary overseas relief agencies 

which have programs in Vietnam. 

At the present time •• because of military priorities -- all privately 

collected shipments must be made either directly through the mails or 

through the twenty-four voluntary agencies listed in this pamphlet. In the 

case of mail shipments, these should be by APO to individual servicemen' or 

units, and only in response to a need a~d use verified by the servicemen in­

volved. 

Eighteen of these agencies are registered with A.I.D. 's Advisory Com­

mittee on Voluntary Foreign Aid. These agencies are indicated by an asterisk 

<*). Throughregistration they are eligible to obtain various types of U. S. 

Government excess property and to participate in the Food for Peace programs 

under Title 11 of Public Law 480. Also, A.I.D. reimburses ocean freight costs 

to the registered agencies for the transport of these commodities as well as 

donated supplies used in their Vietnam programs. 

Assistance through the Voluntary agencies can take several forms. The best 

way to contribute is through a cash donation. Some agencies have special kits 

-. containing elOOrgency food supplies, textile packages, tools, etc., and their 

·"co-:,_t:D~all_ ~~; cl'vii#d by financ~~tcontributions. While a few agencies accept 

._.~o)ilftion~., 9£ ~l.,?,~hing, toilet aJ:"tic1es, ,and health goods, prospective donors 

"should always: gelin touch w:i th, them before starting collections to see what 
.) ... ' .-1 ~ ,"', t ' ~ ." . ,. • , 

_items; if imy.-a given agency is prepared to handle. Inquiring first will 

- 's'ave dif#cu1ties. 
,;:'~''', .. 

. > 

The offices in A.I.D. responsible for these programs are: 

. , 

AOLVl,5crr;y' Coimiuttee on Voluntary Foreign Aid 

~.~,gen~r~Eor-~nternational-Development 

and Welfare Division' 

~J;~~J~~~~~~'!f.l~.:;~~' 'br:4!" ~,,; ''-" : 
.}~~.::~fj9- : '; 
" ~ i: '. ~"" .). ~ 
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American Voluntary and Non-P~fft i'o:rgahizaMBa~th Vietnam Programs 
........ 1.\.1, .... .... ~ A -'. 'Il'Jlj:,~ N;.'f.I.l::·I.; <.: 

i. h' .. ~' " ," ... 
*American Friends Service Committee 
160 North 15th,Street 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19102 

In 1966 the American Friends Service Committee established a community center 
program tif help the'tie'arly' 100 ,000 refugees in and around Quang Ngai, Binh--,":,...,..:,. 
Dinh province. This facility includes a children's ,?ay-~are center which pro­
vides education and specialized care to 75 children and classes in home economics 
for their mothers and older sisters. Otehr day-care centers are planned, and 
a rehabilitation center was opened in July, 1967, to make artifical limbs and 
to train people in their use. The AFSC also sponsors VISA (Volunteers in Overseas 
Service) projects at social welfare centers, hospitals and orphanages. 

American Red Cross 
18th and D Streets, N. W. 

, Washing'ton. D.C. 20006 

The Red Cross, with logistical and financial support from A. 1.D., provides 
assistance to some 26 refugee camps in Vietnam which serve almost 30,000 
people. Activities such as dietary supplements for children, medical aid, self­
help projects and educational and recreational programs have resulted in improved 
sanitary conditions, better educational facilities, vocational training programs and 
health inspection centers. In addition, the ARC is training the Vietnamese Red 
Cross so that the program can continue under the Vietnamese when the ARC is able 
to leave. 

Asia Foundation 
550 Kearny S tree t 
San Francisco. California 

Since 1956 th~ AslaFoundation has contributed financially and materially to social 
and educ,~ho!,1I4',agivi,ties,iti, Vietnam;'.' The Foundation financially assists four, 
unive~s,iSi~!!a~~'a:~unw.,,:~a),n1;ptber: o'f Vi~tn~mese minlstries including the Ministry 
of Educati,on, and the Dj.r!!'ctorateof Highland Affairs. It also supports public " 
administration' courses";" pr'ovinClil"research, juridicial studies, youth and recrea­
tion associations, and civic, community and social welfare groups. Among its " 
programs of material ,aSSistance' is the distribution of 30 ,000 books annually to 
SChools, institutions, groups and .individuals • . . . , ~." ". . 

*~:oclpe:ra'tive for American ,Relief Everywhere (CARE), 660 1st Avenue, New York, 
· .... ~.~~.,N , ..... ~, _,_".:;u .. ,;.,j, _ • ..'.,', ': 

to improve the living standards of"i~e',~o8.'i';:g:d·tb~, 
refugees in Vie tnlJ-\",t, ,.,lp, a{~i,t:~:9<ti~1,Z,:SUf~~ii*n~~~y 

-:!'t'.~!",,;-"'- fish sauce. CARE's' thirteen stahibrci' coimno'dity il"t,s 
v;,'de,tv of needs including mid-wifery. blacksmithing, class,: 

Textile packages contain sufficient fabric to clothe 
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i."l~iuldl,y of<fi~;'sewing"k1.~s -.l1ati~\\people to ·.It.r'·· .. ' ..... · 
>i:I!qtliremenl:s; and carpentry',kits .p~Cie::l:oob"to ·r.l~ajl~;!' 
bulld:(.ngs;, "_..... , .,' , 

" . 
*Catholic Relief Services 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York. New York 

\' ..... 

since 1954 CRS has assisted refugees, war victims and other needy persons by 
distributing food and. clothing! to schools ,hospitals, day-care centers, orphan~ 
ages and other institutions. CRS has established a training center for nurses, 
mid-wives and medical assistan~s at Kontum hospital. Other training centers 
will upgrade the skills of refugee workers in auto mechanics. masonry, carpentry 
and other trades. CRS also helped develop pepper plantations on the island of 
Phu Quoc which provide income to the people, and is developing cottage industries 
whereever refugees are located. In all, CRS hopes to reach one and one-quarter 
million needy persons this year. 

*Christian Childrens' Fund 
203 East Carey Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23204 

CCF provides monthly assistance to more than 3,600 refugee and orphaned children, 
and hopes to double' this effort in the coming year. Under its Family Helper Pro­
gram, a Vietnamese staff of caseworkers assist 3,120 children and their families 
by personal counseling in family and budget planning as well as monetary subSidy 
and pOSSible material aid where it is warranted. For 15 years CCF has sponsored an 
orphanage in Nha Traing and is planning to aid three schools in poor areas in Saigon. 

*Community Development Foundation 
. Old Post Road .' 
. Norwalk. Connecticut 96852 

.,,::.~;:L;~he";;F!:haS'e~t:a~i.ish~d aRefugeeWel£are Trilining Center at Qui Nhon, Binh Dinh 
'. ,r' province whichii'expected togrilduate 360 refugee workers per year. The objei:~ 

,', 't:i.V!i' is fo" improve s·ocial·and. economic' conditions in the refugee community with 
emphasis on helping tM refugees to.help themselves. Workers are trained to over~ 
come apathy among refugee' families, improve living conditions, strengthen community 

' .. administration and develop 'coordination between the community, government and other 
agencies and services. 
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'. '.helf ,projects and elll8rgency c01lll\l~4i;y asai.~r-at!:-c:e., V1etnU: .• 's.,:.~",4,~C~!.1> 
,:",~elect families ,and mainta1n,contllc~.between FFl' visits. " 

Internatienal Recreatien Associatien 
345 East 46th Street. 
New Yerk, New Yerk 10017 ,,;; .. :,,;';:'q,,+. 

IRC's Vietnam pregram began in September 1967, The Asseciatien will d~~i~~~i!:,i 
recreatienal pregrams in refugee camps , as well as curricula and teaching metheds . 
for the recreatien prefession. I't will encourage the Government of Vietnam in ; . 
deve1eping a nati~na1recreatien mevement aimed toward a Natienal Recreatien 
Asseciatien . 

. *International Rescue Cemmittee. 
386 Park Avenue, Seuth 
New Yerk, New York 10016 

IRC's pregram .of medical assistance, day nurseries, orphanages' support and 
refugee assistance began in 1954. In addition te emergency medical and educatienal 
assistance to war-orphaned children and refugees, IRCprovides cemmedity suppert'te 
children's instatutiens and assists ceoperatives, self-help projects and cemmunity 
development eFferts.. The Cemmittee also sponsors an intensive training course for 
teachers assigned to refugee areas. IRC cooperates wi th and .often works through 

.local groups closely geared to the needs of the Vietnamese people. 

0,,\:':1· 
. '.: 'i;lnternational Social Service 

.,i]. .)45 East 46th Street 
;i;;:b;: - ".: New Yerk ,'New Yerk 
.~' " .', 
'",~. 

The ISS .operates' a limited inter-ceuntry adoption pregram which may be extended 
HI.c1a,Lly IIrl,xe,d,erphans, and in<;:~.':I,:j!!, a te,mperary ~oster care pregram. ISS ceunsels 

'_,:.:;;;:;...~. ~e.rvi~~metl "en Jp.ter.ceun,try adeptien aud gives individualized services to 
~ ., !)f.:F!,ciallypdxed children. Current plans, include the upgrading of services 

orphap.~;. ~:' : .. ' :. . ' 
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·*National Association of Evangelical World Re,lief CllIIIJIlnloat:DllC) \ ,-' .. ," 
33-10 36th Avenue WI':"'),,' 

Long Island City, New York ll106·:,'':'~.'",_, ... , 

Since 1965, the WRC has distributed PL 480 foodstuffs ""medicines ,andelothing 
to n<;edi):e~uge~s ::.;RecE!nt1yit,:has concentrated on conducting, a vocational , 
train+ngcenter,for ;;~~ugee~Jn..the city of Hue. "The .traininj ,program includeS 
c1.lis'ses in sewing ,agris:u1 t:~rEl. bLacksl!lithing ; carpentry • -home ;econOmics • 'adult 
literafY' arid nuq:i.ti.on, ' ,W)l.C',~lso supports a local school and assiSts rteedy' 
families in Khe'Sanh, Quang 'Tin province. 

*Project Concern,Inc. 
1262 Kettner Boulevard 
1'. O. Box 2468 
San Diego, California 92112 

.. ~-. 

Project Concern has operated medical relief projects in Vietnam since 
1964" These inCl,ude"a t.2~bed. hpsplta1 in Dampoa Hamlet, L50 miles northeast 

'9f .. S';iiia'n,'whi-s.I)"){a~' ~e,i:v:e~ 100,000, patients since ,it opened in 1964; "and a " 
- : pr:ogra'm' of ir,ai,uing, v~llageand :hospita1 medical assistants to diagnose the major 
, '111nes?es t.o which the ;Montagnards are most susceptible. A mobile village 

medical 'team' tr,eatspatie;;'ts, in 25 vIllages without hospital services, Project 
conc':ern. also' sets"up ct'i'U{c'" in villages to provide basic first aid, drugs and 
tregt illnesses. 

Sa1yation Army 
120 West 14th Street 
New York. New York 10011 

. " :;,;'f~',r '~.-J 'f, !~~ ..... ,.: . -.;' - :....; 

The S.!!~,!%~o~.;~~,~' ~ _ tentat!y~.pl~ns include ,the es tablishment of a community 
,:i c:~~e,~, ir;~~,!,~o,r ~t;~~ c9:f. ~~~gCl~' ;~~ll:l,s might~onsist ;of a day care center and,: ' 
'i'~t.' a W7,tt~~~y,) ~I~~tc::'!/~~4 Q,~~E!r. "sl~~s.es,for "mothers in home economics and sani-,' 
:, •• ",.ota,t;,9.nid t?~,:S,~l;V~p;,o,I!:fr.my ,}I,~sq,plaT\s other self-help projects ,'the development of 

, cot tage indus tries, vocationaL trai'li,ng aI\~ recreational activities. They will 
work with and train Vietnamese counterparts . 

. -~,,--~,.-.---------. -'.-- -"'-'-" 

, ,,*Save the Children Federation 
Boston Post Road 

" 
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• *Seventh-Day Adve'n:tist Welfare Service 
6840 Eastern Ave'nue 

:Washington, D.C. 20012 

The Seventh-Day Adventist Welfare Service (in Vietnam since 1955) operati~ "" , ' 
programs in education and public health, and distributes clothing progr~"~ii .r!'" 
education and public health, and distributes clothing to nee'dY'fam1lies.'~"'lru!tr'1:\i"" 
projects include a ten-grade training school and three e1e~~ta~f'schools::~j!I~~~;;~i,,; 
addition to vlllageclinics, the Adventists run a 38-bed hospltal in Saigon :';&ieh ' 
treated 1,600 inpatients and 26,900 out-patients in 1966. The Service also coil: 
ducts health education programs in these facilities, and the hospital operates a 
school of nursing. 

*Summer Institute of Linguistics 
219 West Walnut 
Santa Ana, California 92702 

SIL conducts linguistic research and analysis of seventeen of the thirty-five 
minori ty group languages in Vietnam.' SIL personnel' work with missionaries, anthro­
pologists and native tribesmen to record and translate rural and' mountain dialects. 

'SIL is also writing textbooks 'in the four main tribal languages and has devised a 
format for teaching tribal languages and Vietnamese culture without losing their 
tribal heritage. 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, Inc. 
78 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

iL·::. UUSC will construct a multi-purpose community center in an'urban area which will 
::' " be s taffe,dwi th U. S .s,ocial work technicians. It will conduct social welfare 
l(','", resea;r<:h,on~the.,.job training ,of community center social workers, prepare social 
i:·',·.' welfat;!';tea,l;qing curricula and establish a social service information exchange. 
t~z~;~'". ,1,,:m:!SC,,~illa~s<?c;oqrdina.te ,with the' Vietnamese Ministry of Social Welfare in develop-

", ing ... scho,ol to.,train social welfare personnel. ' ' , .... -" . . ~:. ,~ 

.', ~.\,{':?" . 
. ...... 

~",o . 

Vietnam Christian Service 
National Headquarters 
Mennonite Central Committee 
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th PL 480 foodstuffs. VNCS maintains a 33-be<lde~~~~~~~~~~m;;~ .V~aj~~;L~~~ 
a 20-bed hospital at Pleiku. In the community d· ," 
spondorship of a number of vocational training centers amOng 

*World Rehabilitation Fund 
400 East 34th Street 
New York. New York 10016 

The WRF has had a rehabilitation center in Saigon since 1965, which includes 
therapy for paraplegics, vocational training for the handicapped, and services 
for the blind in its programs. The center manufactures over 500 artificial 
limbs and braces a month. WRF has completed another center at Can Tho, and one 
at DaNang will be finished this year. Assistance is also provided to the Bien 
Hoa mental hospital. 

~orld University Service 
20 West 40th Street 
New York, New York 10018 

Wl;S pro-vides services to University students who now number approximately 
25,000. These include funding youth hostels, a scholarship/work program which 
allows students to earn up to 20% of their academic costs, and student centers 
at Saigon University and at the Technical Training Center in Tay Ninh province. 
Other sllch centers (which offer a book store, reading and study room, clinic, 
cafeteria and Legal Advice Bureau) are planned for the Universities of Hue and 
Da1at. 

*Wor1d Vision International, Inc. 
919 West Huntington Drive 
Monrovia, California 91016 

w'n's activities include an orphan sponsorship program, family support and 
commodity distribution which includes food, medicines, sewing, hygiene and school 
kits. Monthly allowances enable 2,000 orphans and needy children to attend 
Schools and purchase basic necessities. Subsidies for orphanages pay for food, 
clothing and shelter. WVl operates twelve schools including a newly opened agri­
cultural and vocational school near Dalat, and has plans for seventeen more. The 
World Vision Christian Embassy, being"constructed in Saigon, will house a training 
school for social workers. 

*Young Men's Christian Association 
291 Broadway 
New York, New York 10007 

• - •• , -",-,,,;' .\ < 

"saf~~ntMCA'h~~ been sJ~i~g ref~gees since August 1967." Othernu 8erVii~~;i\~i 
11 in the'planninglltage'~i'are'to be primllrily for refugees andclisplaced~1~'fgh1i;. 

They will stress the development, of community life within the framework of soC"ia'1;i1i 
educational, and _recreational needs. A special effort will be made to-recruit";''iind ,­
train Vietnamese(Counterparts to "organize and carryon the work. 
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