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VIETlIAM-- QUESTIONS Ai'fD ANSWERS 

Most American servicemen on duty in Vietnam understand clearly why ,th';'y are 

there. To them the issue is as simple as' tl'lis-.;,the Communists must be stopped 

some,,;here, and that "somewhere" is'in'Vietnam. As Captain J. P. Spruin,:-U.1S. Army, 

expl'e~"ed it in a letter to his wife from Vietnam, where he hter died, "We have 

drmm the line here and the America we all know and love best is not one to back away." 

To assist in your understanding of our involvement in the Vietnam war, here 

are some questions widely asked, with brief and factual answers;' 

1. Why is the United States involved in the distant struggle going on in Vietnam? 

Vietnam isn't the first distant place where Americans have fought. ' In two World 

Wars arid in the Korean conflict, Americans went to far lands overseas to help other 

peoples fighting for their freedom and independence. President Johnson, in reaffirm­

ing the"pledges of Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy to help defend "this small and 

,,]i:!,-l~ant na~~on," has""tresseg' that American military forces. aore, in South Vietnam 

because '''the United States is determined 'to use' its strength to help t,hose who:, are 

defending' themselVes "agriinst'tei'rdt' arid aggres stan:" 

Incidentally, many foreigners crossed the Atlantic to help us in our 01ffi struggle 

for independence--men such as Marquis deLafayette, Baron von Steuben, and Tadeusz 

Kosciuszko. France supplied almost half the troops and a: fleet for the final major 

battle at Yorktown; 

'Z. Isnltthe war ln Vietnam really a civil War? 

, It is true toot the fighting involves the Vietnamese primarily. " But the war in 

Vietnam is' no civil war~ A 14-nationconfe'rence at Geneva in 1954 agreeG that ne·..rly 

independent Viet:ni:Un' should be divided into two parts-North Vietriamfor' 1'ollowe1'9 of 

, Corrur,unist leaders and South Vietnam for other Vietnamese. North VietIlllm has since 

c'sone its own way--'the WG.y' of a typical Communist dictatorship. South Vietnam became 

e. republic • 

• 

;i.',~'," ,F,rOInHa, n,Oi""th~ capital of Communist North Vietnam, the Communist regime dire,ct"B. 

, ; 'I).~z:o:J.S, 'andjluPp_li~s the waf iLgainst Souter: Vietnam, which is carried on by Communi.!lt 

"Fe=illB.s Called the Viet Cong!. South Vietnam is not in a state of rebellion; it;i,s 

S;:ift.le'r'E;ly st:!'Ugglingto defend itself against the aggression from North Vietnam. 

i):.'.· 
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How did the Vietnamese people react to the division of their countr,r in 1 
.. .. ,.:" -~".;: ... ~.: .. 

• Under the terms of the armistice agreement,the people were allowed to move 
:. north or south, whichever they preferred. Sci. 90,000 Vietnamese chose to go no:i-" th~ 

to live under communism. Ten times as many--aJ.m.ost one million-fled to South Vi,,,,,!, .... ';' 
to escape the Communist dictatorship. 

4. Was the div.ision of Vietnam in 1954 intended to be permanent? 
. '. 

No. The immediate concern of the Geneva delegates was to stop the fighting. 
This was accomplished. The final Declaration of the Geneva Conference states: 
liThe military demarcation line (at the 17th parallel) is provisional and should not 
in any way be considered as constitutiI\g a political or territorial boundary. II The 
declaration also called for IIfree general elections by secret ballot ll in July 1956 
to allow the Vietnamese people to decide for themselves their poltitcal futUre and 
thus reunify the country. 

5. Why weren't the elections held? 

Using force and terrorism, the Communist regime in Hanoi quickly liquidated those 
in the North who opposed it; Because the people of the more populous northern half 

i of the country had no choice but to vote as llanoi dictated, the IIfree general e"-ec­
tionsll" called for by the Geneva accords were obviously impossible. Consequently, 
South Vietnam refused to participate' in the reunification referendum. Explaining 
this stand on 16 July 1955, President Diem pointed out that his country was pledged 
to the goal of "unity in freedom and not in slavery ..•• We do not reject the principle 
of free elections as peaceful and democratic means to.achieve that unity. However, 
if elections constitute one of the bases of true democracy, they will be meaningful 
only on the condition that they are absolutely free. Now, faced with a regime of 
oppression as practiced by the Viet Minh (originally a national independence force, 
this was under Communist control) ,we remain skeptical concerning the posibility of 
fulfilling the conditions of free elections in the North. II 

;"-;,. 

6. Is the Un1ted·States·a·party to' the 1954 Geneva accords? 

!t~;.. The United States withheld its formal approval of the accords because of certain 
"i;,-r:"ireservations, in particular the lack of a provision that the United Nations super­

··.·vise the free elections throughout Vietnam. The American representative, however, 

~~~:-:- •. 

, stated that the United States would do nothing to disturb the agreements and that it 
would regard "any renewal of the aggression in violation of the aforesaid agreements 
with grave concern as seriously threatening international peace security. II 
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movements" throughout 
and thus avoid arousing w1ldel!pl~ead opposition and ,'~.Ii~~1 

try to exploit exiating nationa~'revolutionarylllovell1Snts and to ereat 
none exiots, as it suits their purposes. 

Vietnam is a classic example. The Communists joined and eventually gained cantrQl 
of the Viet l1inh (League for the Independence of Vietnam), which overthrew' French~" 
after W81'ld War II. In 1960 the Hanoi regime deliberately created the "National B'ro~t 
for the Libera:',ion of South Vietnam" as a cover.for-its aggression and to create the 
illusion that the Viet Cong campaign was truly locak in character and not directed by 
the Communlsts in the North. 

COnInW' .. cst .attempts to "liberate" llalaya and the Philippines aft.er World War II 
failed, but they conquered Tibet in 1950 under tne guise of "liberating" that unfor-
t ·w·'· .... · .. e c "l·~t· r~' !.(::I. v ~'W. .. '~/, 

8. Has South Vietnam held any free elections? , 

. Yes. A referendum r.n 23 October 1'955 alloyed the people to choose their form of 
gover:iunent"The country became the Republic of ,Vietnam. On a numbe'r of occasions 
since"then the South Vietnamese people bave voted ir'national electiolls; As recently 
as)O 'May 1965, elections by secret ballot were heldt:1rot;.ghou't Sout,h'. Vie:Ilbm 1'or 
provincial and IDW1icipal cOW1cils. ". 

9: 'On ,,,hat groW1ds are North Vietnam and Communist China blamed for the aggression 
in S~uth Vietnam? 

,~ •. " . When . Vietnam was partitioned in 1954, t,housands of trained Communl~t insurgents 
101el"e ordered to remain in South Vietnam;" wher~ Communist arms and. ammUni tion were 
hic1.de,,-, and await orders from Hanoi. These men formed the hard 'core of the guerrilla 
forces' recruited from all parts of .the COW1try. The orders from Hanoi soon came, and 

. .the aggression of North against South began • 
. <:'1.. . 

As the struggle went on, in varying degrees of .intensity, more and, more evidence 
of :iE.noi's and Peking's involvement piled up--captured weapons made in Communist China, 
d:cuments identifying' unIts of the North Vietnamese army fighting with the' guerrillas, 
lel;te1's f'lUnd on captive Viet Cong telling hC'.; they had infiltrated into South Vietnam 
from the North. . 
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: 'trIed to make 'the guerrllla:'lightiDg appear to .. be a 'IZ~~~,J~~~~ 
yeELrS but. now takes full. responsibility for the Viet-I 

not offiCially ·'connected 'with the w.r, but they 

it. 

10': -"Has Hanoi admitted sending troops into South Vietnam? 

Yes, but they claim that t.heir army units are "volunteers," just as Conununist 

",9hina .called the trocps it se.,t into Korea by the millions to fight U. N. forces 

,'.~yolunteer3. " 
'0,.;'. 

11. In \oIhat I:ays has the United States assisted South Vietnam? 

The people of South Vietnam have had the sympathy and support of the American 

people since 1951... The first U.S. a,cd was provided to resettle the hundred of 

tilousands of refugees from the Conununist North, and economic aid and advice have 

continued to flow from the Unit,ed States. When South Vietnam's national survival 

,las [,:lreatened by the invading Communist guerrillas, the United States also provided 

mili.tary equipment and advisers. As Hanoi's aggression has inoreased,. so h..'1.S U. S. 

milit.ary support for South Vietnam, which now includes American combat forces . 

. Tile United States and the Republic of Vietnam, in the Declaration of Honolulu 

,iss1;ledjointly on -S February 1966, pledged to work for "a true social, revolution" 

in Vietnam, a revolution to wipe out injustice and privation. The United States 

"will give special support to the work of the people of that country to build even 

while they fight. We have helped and we will help them--to stabilize the economy-­

to increase the production of food--to spread the light of education--to stamp out 

desease." Thus the United States is committed to an expanded program of nonmilitary 

aid, training assistance, and advice to South Vietnam. 

12. If Vietnam is as important to the free world as people say, why don't other free 

na tions share the burden of the fighting there? 

'The United States is not the only supporter and defender of South Vietnam. Mor", 

t~~n 40 nations are providing or have pledged military, economic, and technical 

a,s~~~~,pc~" , Another ,divided Asian country--~outh Korea--is contributing substantially, 

,know~ngf,'rom experience how important it is to stop Conununist aggression. Australia 

.":; !;tnd Jlew ,Zec.land have sent military forces • 
.. ~'-;I".j .. ,. 

W'h'rr· Ho'w":;riu6h of South Vietnam is under Viet Cong control? 

This question cannot be answered precisely,but the Viet Cong control far small~r 

n,.,~n(,,.t,ions of the land and the population than they claim. Controlling an area and 

·no'.I.o,.!.ng it are two different things. At the approach of Government forces, the Vie't 

can simply melt away irito the j~ngle ~rom areas they claim to control. The Vi.t 

have failed to gener~:te' much popular support in the towns and cities. TheY,are 

" . sful in the th:l.~ populated 'countryside where intimidation is relativEily 

,;P:L1I1,J.1."'k'. Defections and vqluIltary surrenders ·by members of the Viet Cong have taken 

ce during 1966 at a substantially higher rate than during 1965. ~, 

t 

How do the Viet Cong manage to establish their control? 

By force and terror--by assassination, torture, and kidnapping. In 1964 alone, I 

at least 1,500 local officials who resisted Viet Cong demands were kidnaped or mur<iered 
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were liilled, 
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IJ anything teing done to lessen che influence of the Viet Gong in rural area$? 

The gbvernmed of South Vietnam is taking the social revolution to the country­
;;ide,:Wh.ere'S5% ,,1' the people live. in ')rder to tetter the. life of the."i]:l~,gers !!nd 

:;"~"pe6:~att;s' 'and win their confidence a::ld ::!'.:.pport. Revohtior.hry Deve16pinent"~drescii' '" 
,'ib\i~'~ Viei'Er..:in,&ci6 "r'e or-abed ar,d sent. fnto villages and hamlets for a period of several 
c",:,,:Ghs.' 'They help e:'gr.u,lze the de~'er.ses ag'iinst the Viet Gong 'lnd prv,,-iae medical, 
e ... htc&."Ci:)LS.1 , c.ad 3.gr'i..:n..!lt.ur':.t.l ~s8istarlce • 

... r.,;:}:'" , ,r,·y L: ,,',6 ',:. s. so '1eeply involved in the ,;a!' L Vie':"am? 

~, 

C.::', / ... 
, The United States has increased its military support of South Vietnam Gnly as Hanoi 

haci increa;eJ its aggressi'Jn. The United States is in South Vie";nam te c3rry out a 
!!l,f.l'J,misem.ade ir. 1954 to he I.!? that country build and develpp in ,peace an~ freedom, as 

'C,he ,Gene,ITa agr'eements p"oviaec~. Although a substantial p6.rt 01 South Vl.etnam's resources 
aiA ".anpcwer ha:l tQhe u,'ed r" fight.ing off the Viet Gong, the country I s peaceful dev~lC!;, 

",.~'1',mf 'veI!t 'f'O!"NSrd steadily. Thet: tens of thousands of North Vietnamese Comrr,unists entere 
'·· .. [,1i8 ,Viet GOLg stl'u~ble and the picture changed. The Communists made their objective 

pla:r;':!: tv c.l'1ve the ;Jni:~ed St..::.tes out of South Vie"t!1am, &nd then tc conque:- the country 
. ]\ .. 1' _C~~m.rrLuEi3m. It ' ... ~~3 then th:3.t Pr6sL:1ent .Joh!lson rea:'firmed the solemrl commitment of 
"'j;he' United Stases t: .support the people Ol' South Vietnam against aggression frem t)-.e Ncrt 

'Ii'. D:'es brut mean tr~lt the United States is out to destroy North Vietnam? 

N~. President ,Tohr,son put it this way: "We do not seek the destruction of any 
g,,;v8L'!1.Ul.ent, nor do we CC"'let a foo·~, 01' any territory. but we insist, i:l.cd we will ali-.'1:l.Ys 
bsist;'~hat the people of South Vietnsm shall have the right of choice, 'Ohe right to 
shApe ':theil' O\m destby in free elections in the South, or throughout all Vietnam wnde" 
intel'natler.lil supervisioYl. And they shall not have any govermnent imposed upon them 
cy r:)rce and tel'ror so lO:1g as we can prever,t it." 

1l01Cp1;!l!)]Wha't :abut U.S, oomning in North Vietnam? 
or:.: .-.' ~~ ~:.- >' .. 

~ ~.; -- ':.'. 

'''" .. " I:.lmJ, ted ai!' :attacks by the South Vietnamese and U. S. Air Forces on military target.' i 
in'Nc1!t.n'Vietnan lianfper ·the large-scale infiltration from the North. Also, they arEl a 
w.:.rr. [rig'al",d "Ii r'emindElr tha t--as Secretary of State, Dean Rusk saiu--"there are no longer 
sunctuaries fer aggressicn." 

Why is ·South Vietnam so unstable politically? 

~~mm~~~~~~·~~~~:~~:!;~~~~:uveg()~ernment 'aswe know. it is, still in 11!~ 'pro~ss, of ,b",.iztg 
~ 0', " , • 'The peaple are ~liarply" di:'P..ded o.n, th~" ,-!Je,~~.!l,pr."r~l,~,giA;lh 

'l'egl.:i~;'-andthese· di visions--between.pudah~st.s ,~.t\loJ..ic.s, ·MOflY,1.~r.~s, 
,:~l!l.lfiflia'~·b~hiii~·s;.;;''!i.'r'e reflecte.l ,in the poki tit:8.1thinking. ,,;lJ,espi te po~_~fi~ca.1 fx:tc,tio!l ~!ld 

the' ·V;!.etnamese bavea :strong sense of ,~tional uniFY and a;~, o,n th,e 
'wh~)le',,, [';;';~i·.,,'; In their oppostion to communism as ,a solution to their problem.s. 
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22. , Will the war continue until one side or the other achieves a 
victc,rf? " :.' 

~ This is up to Hanoi and its supporters in Peking. The war·ws, started by the North 
and90u+d, be end~d by the North at any time.' All that is necessarv is for Hanoi to ",,~i, 
w~~~d~aw its forces and order a halt to the guerrilla warfars'and subversion being cart~ed 
on by its Viet Cong agents. Secretary of State Rusk expressed it in these words: '~e" 
ask only that they cease their aggressions, that they leave their neighbors alone." 

23. What stands in the way of a negotiated peace? 

, This is a question that can only be answered by Hanoi. President Johnson has repeat, 
. edly proclaimed that the United States is ready to begin unconditional peace discussions 

"at any place, at any time," and with any government." ' 

" '~,i!'.'-',:: 3 '''''Shortly after Christmas u' Secretary ,Rusk continued "we' were in touch with all the 
':"'-iloig6verrimEmtsof the world, mor~ than 115 of them, as ,well' as with his Hoiiness the Pope, 
,,""~'~1ie' Sedretary';'General of the United Nations, the North Atlantic Council of NATO, the , 

Orga.ni za.tion of American States, the Organization of African' Unity, a.nd the International, 
'~:~Coinmittee of the Red Cross. Six special Presidential envoys visited 34 capitals, and 

personal communications from the President went to the chiefs of government of many more 
t':', 'Wr..en t.his massive effort, at quiet diplomacy failed as a result of the scornful rejection 

by the Communist leaders of North Vietnam, the United States placed the matter before 
the United Nations Security Council for open debate. 

24. 'Does this mean that hopes for peace in southeast Asia must be abandoned? 

Not'at all, so far as the United States is concerned. Nor is it the intention of 
':S'outh Vietnam. and its' other allies. The processes of 'diplomacy, said Secreta.ry Rusk, 

"wlil continue in full operation, publicly and privately, directly and indirectly, in 
order that any possibility of peace can be explored and tested." 

I 

However, the United States and South Vietnam are determined that Communist aggressi,! 
, shall not suoceed. It is hoped that onoe Hanoi is convinced of this, the wy to the 
'U~eaceful solution will be cleared. "I pray ,every night," President Johnson said, that 

ittiie "diiy' will oome when others will be willing to accept our proposals and join us in 
~'o;.I.Fhope of staisfying these problems and dealing with these differences by talking 

instead of fighting." 

~ .. ' , 

25. When can we expeot the war in Vietnam to end? 

iip'to Hanoi. ~Ai;j-President Johnson told ,theCongresll, JJ1;he.9aYs ,may beoome 
i,~,:~~~~t~~~~:'the month!,' maybe'coine' years ,'but we will: stay as ,long: as ,lLggression, oOJ!llDll,nds 
,'uS' :11 , Commenting on"this statement,-,,'DepiltyUnder Seoretary of,State 11, .A1ejritsJ 
Johhsoh"'eaid,' "In this'! feel that the President has the support of' the overwhelming ma , 
o-{ the" American people. ,If this is "clearly understood by Hanoi, peace can quickly come.! 
If it is not yet understood,'the struggle will be longer and harder, but nevertheless 
peaoe inevitably will oome." 
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