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Serving in direct support of the Free World Forcas and the _~~, of the 

IlepuHic of Vietnam, the 155th Aviation Comp.9.ny is aimil£lr t.o t he DL"Uly other 

aviation units of the same size and structure. Formed originally as Co ll , 

1st Aviation Battalion, 1st. Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit 

arrived at Vung Tau, Vietr",1.Ll on 1 Hay 1965. Hoving immedi C'.tely to Dan Me 

Thuot, with an aircraft complement ef 24 UH-1D's the advance party W,3.S 

weloomed by LTC Delbert '1'ownsend, Former Commander of the 52nd Aviation 

Battalion. After muoh preparation and many training hours through which the 

men of Co A became proficient in the new and demanding techniques of flying 

in a combat zone, the com~ was declared operational on 1 Jun 65. On 

20 Nov 65, Co A was redesignated , as the 155th .\viatioD Com~ (Air UobUe 

Light). Unofficially the 155th was directed by 1st Aviation Brigade to 

desip,te itaelf' the 155th Assault HeUoopter Co~. At that time that 

designation was in effect for all Air Mobile Light Aviation companies through­

out Vietnam. In 1969, the 155th va8 directed to red*aignate it.self the 155th 

Artat10D Com~ (Assault Helicopter). 

From the first, the 155th's two airlift platoons were known as the 

"Stage Coaches", while the !l1"lned Platoon was called the "Falcons". Under 

I 

these nam.:; s the men of the 155th have spread their reputation for accomplishing 

their minion while maintaining the highest of safety standards and aircraft 

a"ailabUity throughout Vietnam. Flying from 3aigon in the south to Dale Pek 

and I Corps in the north, from the coastal plain to the C!IDlbodian i 'order, 

the Stage Coach - Falcon team has flown over 115,OOObours in support of the 

allied foroes combating the threat of Communism in southeast Asia. 

This history is dedicated to all thoae men who bave serv ,d and are serving 

.,ith the 155th Aviation Company and its attached unit since its arrival in 

the llepublic of Vietnam, with special tritute to those officers, warrant 

officers ~ ()}Jlist-od '!uer:'; 'ThO g:lVG their lives 'for' a frae world. 
_. - ._ ... ___ -' ~ .-. -' -':,;0.....-_ _~.--..~ ............... ....,....... ....... ~~_.~. __ . __ ~ ... ___ .... _ • 
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USb I:; il:. j:LS)URGES 

p.ir :.I.oVC;'Lnt .of C.ol ,!b.~. t ';;roops in c,irr,;obile operations, (2) 'co ::>r.ovide 

end .. (3) to provide com~r.'t, nfJS2.ul·~ (iUPFort to coOOa:;: troopt;. 

The 155-('h Aviatioa:CCL'.pru!Y is or[,'nl'.ize(~ m"~er 1'0;;; 1-77G U1<l hr.f1 the 

follc»:iJig units oUrchcd: , 
8th j··ct'J.cd J)e'i·E.ch1'l ',n·c 

, 255-::'11 '.unrt'·1W:ot.,r lJc'iK,cl».,cnt (m)_'POL 

3M! ... ,h Av1.1tion :;Upport u,,':.ucmaent 
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CAHP CO:CYELL 

Camp Coryell, home of "eIre l55th AviaUon Co (A3), and. the facilities =(1 

a"i;moophero it providcs a:L"C L.-u:c;ely reslJOn.'3ible for the success of the l55th. 

The l55th Company o.....-ea, deoic;ncd for tacUcal convenience, is a'bu11da.nt ~rHh ~ , , 

banaDa treee, flowering plants and j.n {,'Uneral has 11 green o3!ll'den-like a'i;mosphere. 

Tbe,:'8 are three up-to-date, well equip:o:>ed clubs in the com1JaJlY area to provide 

en:to,:1;ail:nont and reJ,lsation for the personnel of the oompany. Sports facilities 

a...-e ;resent w.Uhin the area, a.ffo:rdin.~ )?E)):8oIUlel the opportunity to play sof't-

ball, basketball, and volley ball. Host treasured of '~he reoreation-orionted 

taoil1t10B is tho large swi!m!ling pbol lo.oated in the oenter of tho l55th area. 

A 0001 81dJn a1'ter a hard, hot day 1s one of the best moml.e buildere available. 
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I 1965 I 

I 
1 1. PFe Michael E. Davis 
I • Jts'ef HLlfNY'·" I 2. HOI JoseplT-&~l __ 5, 

I 3. SP5 William J. Johnson 

4. lLT Ikrold A. 
v 

Preisendefer 

1966 

1. \rIO &!gene II. Caswell 

2. WO 1-I1COO81 N. Coryell 

3. PFe Richard E. Dabney 
". 

4 • UO Raymond L. Ford 
• . , 

5. PFC Gregory L. Miller 

6. \rIO Phillip C. Smith 

7. m James ',Talker 

8. I«) Wilmer J. Willingham 

9. SP4 John w. 1<Iood5 J I' 
, 

1967 

1. Sgt Keith D. Griffin 

, . 2 • HOI Terrance Nelson 

3. SPS James G. Patterson 

::/ ~ 
, ' • 

1968 

1. 140 W6llis W. &dth 

2. lLT Dennis E. Paint~r 

, 3. SP5 James tliculus 
" .J 

'j 4. SP 4 Frank L. Freedl e 

I 5. 1-101 Paul N. Larson 

~ --............ -.-

21 Oct 65 

21 Oct 65 

21 Od 65 

21 Oct 65 

27 Har 66 

30 Nov 66 . 
27 }Jay 66 

29 Iar 66 

20 Dec 66 

')!1Mar66 

30 l?O' 66 

30 IloV 06 

30 iioV 66 

16 Mar 67 

23 !<lay 67 

16 Her 67 

19 Apr 60 

19 r".pr 68 

.~ 

19 Apr 68 

19 .\pr 6C 

19 Apr 6fl 
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• 6. '" UI Hdr':>ert liayashida 

7. SP4 John R. Brooks 

8. SP4 Oran B. l:CC;lrool 

9. • lLT Fred O. Pratt 
v 

10. ;,101 :.Ji11iam P. Haruood 

11. WOl RedliCfs. ~pel 
,/ 

12. ;101 Richard C. Pugh 

1.3. SP4 James D. Bui.abazy 

14. BPS 'IIilliBl!l .&tster 

15. SP4 Edward J.\Ilan 

16. SP4 James Swann 

17. S;;lG Robert Pinkston 

t: , ~ 

1. I-IOl Ronald IfcGtry 

2. SP4 Riohard See 

3. 1401 Tarr.r L. Crawford 

4. SPS Armando Rapdrez 

5. ?Fe s.-'1nt1ago~n1tana 

6. sps Rich R: l-iedaris 

7. SPS John A. Payne 

8. SP4 lU.cba' d G. Bauer 

1969 

19 Apr 68 

19 Apr 68 

19 Apr 68 

26 Aug 68 

8 Sap 68 

8 Sep 68 

28 Dec 68 

24 JUll 68 

6 Feb 68 

4 ~lar 68 

1.3 Mar 6B 

.3 Jan €IJ 

8 Jan 69 

'l.7 Fe 1> {:J9 

2.3 May- €IJ 

2.3 11ay 69 

5 Nov 69 

5 Nov €IJ 

5 Nov 69 

~ ••••••• this history dedicated to tha men of the 

155th; to those who fought and livad and to those who fought and died, 

to those vIlo IJave 11IUch and to those who gave all. 
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On 26 December 1969, I assumne,; comm:u:·Q of the 155th '\'viation Company 
• 

(Assault Helicopter). Since that date, I never cea.se to be aJlt"zed b;' the 

professionali$n, dedication and Esprit De Corps that exists witJO.D this 

unit. ) , 

A unit history is non-existant without the daily, often times mundane, 

activities of flying. These missions run the gauntlet from VIP support, 

command and control to providing a transportation service to indiginous 

tribeBlll!lIl. Periodically though, the ultimate test for any unit must be 

experienced-combat. Throughout the pages of this history for 1969, th;.) 

officers and men of the 155th continually mat the test and never faltered 

in denying the communist forces victory. 

No unit is comprised of machines and equipment, but rather a unit 

consists ot men. These men, for the most part DOn-oareerest, come from 

all walks and stations of lU'e. Their education, ethnic background and 

religious beliefs may dU'fer but as soldiers they have arrived in the 

Rl3public of Vietnam and made this unit what it is-a cohasi-ro • aggressive team. 

It is to these men, who daily make histol"',!, that this docUillBnt is ticd-

iea.ted. It is also dedicated to future members of the 155th so tlk'.t they 

too may see who.t their prec~"cessors accomplished and ere.ble them to 

continue carrytng forward the ~de.alS ~f freedom. /' /vc;::. . 
(' __ --:-.-~ ~;.a ,. ~I -f', ! (..U<U 

? :;;-{liiliD H. LUISI ~ 
WiJ, IN 
Commandi I1g 
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TERRAIN 

The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Bm Me Thuot is located and in which 

the 155th Aviation Company renders the majority of its support, covers an area. 

of 32,125 square miles or 4~ of the land area of South Vietnam. Its western 

border is 342 miles long and in common with Laos and Cambodia. The castern 

border is approxilll2:tely 400 miles of coastline bordering the South China Sea. 

'l!he area. is 4{Y mHo£: uio.e in the north and W miles wide in the BOUth. This 

_ is politically divided into the provinoes of (ontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku 

P.Im Bon, and Flrol Yen :4n the 22nd ARm Divis10n Tact1cal Zone, and Darlao, KanJ1 

Hoa" Quang Duo, ~ Duo, Nunh Thuan, lam Dong, and Binh Thuan in the 23rd 

i 
.GVlf Dvis10n 'taotical Zone. Geographically, this area. IIIa¥ be divided iDto 

tlmee _jor anas. 

1. The ooastal plain is a narrow str1p of long flat, often IIBrIIIIT terrain 

~ IIIO':M tbr,n twnty miles wide tl"OJI the sea Snlan/l. '.rh1a _ is formed by a 

~r1os of muueroua ,river deltas intenupte4 by a rook r1dge line running 

~eeply to the sea. This area 1s almost antiroly under oult1vation, with 

tour r1ce crops a year. 

2. The, moutain raglan erteMs !'r00l north to south (almost the entire 

l.cm8tb of the II Corps Tactical Zone. Elevation range from 3,000 to 8,000 

feet, with the eastern slo{lOs quite steep a.nd the western more lFBdual. Rain 

torest. cover three quD.1'toro or th10 orall with most of the roma1nder oovered 
, 

v.Lth open, de01duous srowth. Cultivation 1s l1Iuted to sma.11, aleared areas 

on relat1vely nat land. Fl¥ing in thiSf orao. 10. vc:r'I ho.zo.rdouo With forood 

landing areas practically non-existant, oe1linge frequontly very low and winds 

unpredictable. 

3. The plateau region is located west of the mountains and is oomprised 

of the Kontum Plateau in the north and the Darlao Plateau in the south. This 

.' 
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region has altitudes ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet with gently rolling " 

hills and muoh open area.. Where the soil in not under cultiva.tion, e. thiok 

gJ:owth of grass, to a height of <3;!.g..llt to ten feet, oovers the gcound. Where 

adequate drainage is provided, this area will support four vegetable orops 

yearly. 

Tho prinoipal cities of this area are Phan Thiet, Pha.n Rang, Nha Trang, 

and ~ Nhon on tho coantal plain, Da.lat in the mountains, and Ban No Thuot, 

P1oiku, am.· Kontum on tho plateaus. The major routes of this II.1:Oa. aro; 

Route '1 Saigon - DMang (ooastal route) 

Routo #11 Dalat - Phan ~ 

Route #14 Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Ploiku - Kontum 

Route '19 Ploiku - ~ Nhon 

Route I/® Saigon - Dalat 

Route 121 Ban Me Thuot - lIha Trang 

file BepllbUo's ma.jor ra1ll1no parallels Route 11 along its entire length 

with one spur Una from !'ban RImg to Dalat. The 10gist1oe.l and OOI!IIIUll1oe.t1ons 
\ 

OOIIlplex at Cam lIanh :Bay is located between Pha.n Rang and Nha. Trang. 

Weathor throughout this area oa.n be divided into the SUlllller monsoon, 

Juno throush September, and the winter mol1floon, November through April, with 

the JIIOntbs of 14a,y and Ootobor as por1ods of trana1t1on. Daring tho BIlIII!lIlr 

IDODBOon tho wind io oouthwesterly, OIl.uaing oloud buildups on the western 

slopes of tho mountains. This results in a ra.1JJ;r season for the plateaus and 

mauntaiDOl1B a.rea.s during tho BllIIIIIer months while the ooastal provinoes have 

olaar skies and good flying woathor. Tho winter monsoon brings a northeast­

erly flow with the conditions revorsod. The coastal provinces of Binh Thuan 

and Nhin Thunn are little affeoted by either mOl1floon and have genorally olear 

wcs.th<3r the year round. 
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Average rainfall in the mountain and pJn.teau areas in 90 inohes, and 

on the ooa.sta.l plain 67 inohes. Tho tel!lpc~:t;t1re on the coastal plain ranges 

trom the mid 70's to the high 60'G during the reiny season and low 80's to 

high 90's during the dry Goo-son. The mountains and pJn.too-us experienoe 

tomperaturos from the mid 60's to mid 60's during the wet season, and low 

60's to low 60's during the dry season. Winds are normally gusty a.t 10-15 

knots with velooity increasing with altitude. Burfaoo winds up to 25 knots 

are f'roquontly enoountored. 

INDIGDOtJS POPOLATION 

The II Corps Taotica.l ZollO has a. poplla.tion of a.pproximately 2.5 mil~on 

people, or just over 20& of tho popllat1on of tho Ropublio of Vietnam. The 

majority of this popllation is located aJ.ong the oca.atal p1a.in in the vioinity 

ot the oitios. The majority ot these people 83:e .bmiImese • 

Tho mountain and platoau regions are inhabited ohietly by Konta.gm.J:d 

I 

tribeBIIIBDo There are thirty-llinc ma30r tribes om SOlll8 150 8Ilbordinato 

tribal groups of theso plople living 1n tho hishla.nds ot Vietnam, Cambodia. and 

, 

Ie.oll. lla.n Me Tlmot 1s the traditi()na.l ca.pitol of those people. Tho II Corps 

Area is inhe.bited by approximately 500,000 Monta.gna.rds. The largest tribe 

in this region is the Rade, whose influonce extends trom KontUlll to :BeD Mo ' 

Tlmot. 
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1 :::; i.n V i,,'cnam - 1969 - Tho EneLJ;lr 
1 Janul1ry - 31 ~la.rch 

The ne,{ year started off uitb. a ba.n[( at Camr> Coryell, in keepinc; \rith 

the O%])ected pre-Tet offensive. At ~1oo hours on 2 January 1969, Camp Coryell 

caj!le lUlder ita first hostile attacl, of the yp.ar ,·/hen ten ~ot1n(l.G of 82mm mortar 

fire fell on or nea.r the com:pol1ncl. This at'cack resulterl in ne(l8.tive casualties 
\.. 

or damaGe to equipment or structures. On 3 Jall'U8.r'J, a'l; 0150 hours, less than 

five hours af'ter the first attack, four rounds of B0040 rockets struck the com-

On G Janua.ry, Gam:? Coryell !l.(#I.in come lUldcr enemy mo:t'taJz attack, fourteen 

rouildll of 82I11III mcxrta.rs stJ.'UOk the cOlJlPOUlld from unlmown enemy positions. Six 

1lH1-R's vere d/!.IIB[:e<J. and one vehicle da.m!I.eed in the attack. Attacked ~in 

an a January at 2310 hours, by e.n unhnown size enemy force using 82nm mortars, 

twenty r~ struck the compountl., ~ three structures and wounc11ncr two 

0, .. of JlbCIII cUod as a result of his wouniIB. 

Dar!DB tho month of J'ebruary, Camp Ocrr:eU 11M relatively free from enemy 

a.ttaollll. JlcMwe, on 2, Fobruary, ~t 0100 hoas, 30 3."OUDds of B2IIa mcxrta.rs 

iIIIpa.oted on tho compolUld from unhnown onemy locaUon.o;:. lfe(9l.Uve iIam~ rea-

ultod"frcm this attack. 

In l.fa.roh the tear.i?o pickecl up a{~in, \rith Camp Coryell receivin[> six mer-. " 

tar and rocket attacloo. The first on 4 M:u-ch, occured o.t 2310 hours. Twenty 

mcxrta.rs vere fixed with no co.sua.1UI>s and no damage. Ie.ter that ni~t, on 5 

~ at 01}O hours, fdur'.eon rounds of 75mm recoilless vere received, dam­

a.e1nl~ five e.1rcre.f't. At 2145 hours on 12 ~B.roh tho 155th atJ8.1n OQIIO'WJ.der 

l1{~t attack. Ife~tive daIra(;'O resulted f.toOlll the two B-40 roclmts received. 

The same ni,jlt, at 0045 hours on "1:; lbroh, we "".re attack l1!\8-in. This time 

S<'!Vlm rounds of 32mm mo~e struck the compound., resultinr: in <laml.ge to 5 

UR-1H's and UH-1C. 

On the mornint: of 21 lIarch at OnO hours, fifteen rOL'lliIB of 75mm reeoiloes 

rifle l£mdcd in the comround, darnac:.ing one UH-1C. On Sunday, 2:; larch, the 
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155 was at·tackerl in t;le mi,1Bt of n. com' any ·,.oc.c-t;y. ·:.s ;>crsonnel were broilinr; 

stooks and oponin(: beer, si."<: rOlmc'.s of 122nnn rocl<:cts 1::l.ll0."C'c in '~he com:,ound. 

i 

j 
Four enliated men lTCj:e 1"Toundeu C1.l1J:inC tIns o.tt2.cl;:. 

Durine the (mi;ire yec"J: of 1968, Cnm:.l Coryell oame uno.er at;;acl: 28 times. 

DurinG" tl1.e quarter 1 January to 31 larch 69, thC'.re wore 12 enomy attacks (11-

ree'ced. at Camp Coryell, a 4O;~ c::.up.rtorly increase • 

. : 
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155 in Vietrwn 1969 - ':".11" Nission 
1 Jp.nncr::.r - 31 11""Xch 

'1 

The 155th l..viation COJllDany c1.urinc~ the peri00. 1 Ja!lUaX'J - 31 Narch 69 con-

tinued to providc su]J:;>o..-t for tIle 23rd A..'1VF cU,vision aml other units with o~ 

erations in Ia.m Done;, DarIc.c, ~'uyen Due, Ehanh 1l0C'., and Phu Bon provinces. 

In addition, the 155th sup:.'orted Sl>ccial Fo:~ces, and 4th Infantry Divi-

sion clements in the Pleilm-I~ntUJll I~ovince area. 

HiGhli@.1ts of j;'lti period lmrel 

On the third of Je.nuary a 155 ai.'t'c=ft crashed into a mountain bet~reen 

:Ban 1'10 Thuot and Dalat, after !:Dine m in 101" clouds. The pilot died in the 

OJmBh and the aircraft commandor, crcmohiof and {;'lmner wore soriously injured. 

On 5 January the 155th participatod in a multibattalion combat assault 

just north of :Ban He Thuot. Provicl.ine ton slio);s and four {(Ill1B, tho com:pany 

airliftod 611 troops in 309 sorties in supJ?Qrt of tho 2~d ARVU Divicion and 

2/35, 4th Infantry Division. 

On 17 JIl.1lIl8.rY the 155th providoc1. nine slicl:s and tl-1O cruns to the 45th 

AllVN Bnt;imnnt, 23 ARVU Division for a cmoot 8.Ssc.ult south of :Ban lfo Thuot • 

The assault _s continued on 18 January becausc of lTC'ather delays tho previot'.B 

ilB.y with six slicl:s and tlfO (',un9. The 155t~ lifted 1041 trOO,?1l in 446 sorties 

dllrine the two Gay o;:>0):a'.;1on. FOUOlfinC; U') lnth daily lo{(istio an'). cun cUp?­

crt, the 155th :Faloons lfero credited with 6 enemy K:iUod By Aircra.ft and four 

structuros deotroyed. 

Durine the January - l-Iarch q=trrt', the 155th provideG. combat e.BBaul~ 

IIIlpl)ort to units of B-23 (SF) and 45th Infantry Ro[(i1oont (1IllVU) in aroas near 

Gia N(;bia., NIlan co, Duc Ic.:t>, lB.o '!'hinn, Bu :t'.ran[;, Duan Eo, lluon J)lec!~, anit 

\Dla.n[; Nhiau. The re:mH of the 15:' sU:'?J?O=t aD tivHios for the !1,uarter encl.inC; 

31 !>larch are p.e foUous. 

ITOUR>5 FI.(},/lT 

JO~1'l'LJ8 FL01'lH 

6,235 

21,517 

32 ,015 
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Grouth Of ';'ho 155 
1 Janu-:u-y - 31 j·larch 1969 

In order thn.t '~he 155th knell up m.th the evcr-increC'.sin~ workload and 

provide for optimum support ca;x-.1>i1ity, in addition to im;:>rovin{( conr1itions 

for aosi[,rled personnel, tho follmdn ]Jro:;roms and projects were initiated 

dur.inr; this quru.-ter. 

Pcnc;;>r1min~ of the refunl.incr arca and airstrip 

Continued improvement .in perimeter defenscs 

stepped up lrun1= oonstruction 

Benovation of the COlJlIl'1DY' ool'1'oom 

Jiloroasod ourfolasis on porBcmnol tra..1ning pro~ 

lll1t1at:l.on of niBbt ni{,bt tra.iD1n(~ prof:t'8ID to !l1oroaBe each 1ndiv­

idual.11 ni@lt profioionoy a.nd pt'ovide inorCl8.lIod 0VIt1"!\11 miBaion l'oe.d1nOBB 
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155 L'1 Vietnam 1969 - 1'11e EnCl!llY 
1 April - 30 June 

_0_ . ..-__ ...... 

On 6 1,pril 1969, at 2320 hours, Carny Coryell oame 1.U1cler enemy attack • 

Fourteen rounds of 82Ll1!l mortars, fired from unlmmID enemy locations, si;ruck 

the oompound, dama.{;:f.ne ei{jlt mr..1H aircraft and. t\fO UH-1 C [!UIlShips, Also 

da.magod lfOre bro vehicles. 

Aga.in, on 25 April, the 155 was the target of enemy a.ttack. Ton r01.U1dj3 

of 82mm mortars struck tho compo1.U1d, da.ma.gin(', four UR-1R aircraft, two 

vohicles and tlfl) structures. 

l>u:t'ing the month of Nay, Camp Coryell 1'011 viotim to enemy mortar att-

aolt on only t\(O dates, bcin[~ hit threo timos in the SBIIIC day in on instance. 

On 16 MI.,., at 0005 hotirs, 14 ro1.U1ds of 82nml mortar otruck tho oompound, 

t1r?d f'r0lD. unknown positions. Throe UII..1H's and two tJF.-1C /lU%I8hips WP.,1'e 

daIIIagotl at this time. <>no 111 was WOUDdGd and IIIOdtmlced. .'ot 0130 hourn, 

ttvo :HIm4II fit 82ru woro rooolV8d, this timoWlth DO~tive daIna.ge. Again, 

at 2000 ~, tho 155 received iDOOIII!.ng mortars, 15 in llUIIIOOr. In add-

ItlOil, _11 arms firo was directed at tho oompound, Tho POL otoragn fao-

ility recoived minor damago as a. result. 

On 22 Ml.y, at 0115 hourn, Camp Coryoll oama under combined mortar and 

sapper attack. A total of 56 rounds of 60 Md 82mm mortf'..rs, B-4O and B-41 

rockets, and 75mm rooeillo/lS struck the compound. A sool). saIJPOr tC<iJj) _n­

tared the oOlllpOUnd in tho PA&E ar<'.3., a.nil. waro ablo to da:DB:,~ or destroy 

oight structuros and nine vehioles. Two a.ircraft reooivod major da.JJB.eo, 

and two reCeiVed minor da.ma.eo. One civilian guard was sli{jltly woundoc1 .• 

J\UIO of 69 tlaS tho first month siDOo Selltember of 68 that the enomy 

ta.ilod to atta.ok Camp Coryell. The 155 remained alert, however, becauno 

of the continuos a.ttacks on Ban Me Thuot City and outlying areA-B. 
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155TH nl VlE'l'l{I.M 1969 - TIlE MISSION 

1 APRIL - 30 JUllE 

In April, the 155th ne~l ito aircraft in its nOl.'!ll2.1 support role for 

units throughout II Corps Tactical Zone. 

The second half of April, howev('.r, waD marked by 0. tremnndoUB upsurge 

of enomy aotivity. This resulted in the 155th provicl.ing airoraft for 22 

oombat assaults for B-23, (SF) 45 Reg:lJncnt, 23rd ARVN Division, a.nd Darlao 

Sootor. Tho 155th also bogan supporting :s..50 Spoc1o.1 FaroOIl in tho1J: op­

cmations. Most of tho support tt:l11 Task Faroo Wood, oporating in the Vic­

!nity of Bu Prang, oame from the 155th. 

Ms.y bl:ought about the end of our support to Task Foroe Wood, with 

155th "Stagoooa.oh" S110ks and "J'aloon" ChwIhips romoving the last- of'l'lW's 

• ttOo.Pa tJ:om tho Bu Prang a.roo. on 18 lil¥. A.toto.l ot f8 ocrnbat aalltWlts were 

~tod ~out ltI.y in ou;pport of fJ' Wood, 2 tm', B-23 (S SFG) a.nd 

., lte~t (23 Alm~ Division) • 

On 23 Iky, three ships supporting :s..50 (SF) were hit by gl.'ound f1J:o, 

causing one to bo a total loss with the loss of two erawmembors and two 
.. '- GIl.EEtJ ... PI E,J ZEL 

pal!songcrs. Tho oompany had a total of ei~t a1J:craft damagod on combat 

missions in lhy. 

During the month of June, in addition to stoady dIlJ.17 support of units 

in its nomal. ~ca of operations. tho 155th pravidod a~tt for a total 

of 16 oombs.t allsa.u1to, Tho laraost ot thCiso ooaurod on 21 Juno, lIhon tho 

1.55th proVi'dod 5 s11cb and two gUIlD. IIIOYJIIg avar 900 troops to an B.TOa. 

southwost of llan Me Thuot. 

Tho 155th also prOVIded two Stagoooa.oh s11cb =d two palcon gunships 

in support of daily intelllgcncc-~thoring "Sniffer" opcxations. 

Alth~ Cam]) Coryell did not como under enemy attack in Juno; Ban 

1'Ie Thuot City and outlying hamlets and installations were hard hit by the 
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enemy. TheDe attaoks ncceositateli the hunching of four GWWhips and a 

narc ship on round.-thc-cloclc support of the besieged villages South of 

Ban Me Thuot at Ie.c Thien. 

During one of the ni@lt support missions, a oOIllIJl'1,nd and control air-

oraft with several pe.sBengcrs on board ran into r:ER conditiono on approaoh 

to lao Thien airotrip. The aircraft crashed into tho lc .... kc and ovcrlurned. 

~!1ra.oulously, no one was injured, althOUl'1i the aircraft 'Was completely 

destroyod. In n daring rosouo, tho 155th oOOllll9ndcr hoverod nc.:tt the wrcokqd 

airc2:aft and allowed the wet survivors to board his aircraft. 

Statistlos for support provided Apt'IWunc 1969, ero as followsl 

Sortios 19,838 

HourB 6,968 

Ca.r80 (ToDD) 210 

-.IIOJ1801'B ,2,689 

Ibom:r IDA. 71 

llbuDturos Doatroyod n 

.-_ ._.- _ ~_ .,. _ ... __ .. __ ._;.;o:;;~ ..... :.o.>~~... "' .. 




