















































ground firec ahd the pilot of one ship was wounded in the log, cousing his
roturn to CONUS.  SIMPSON  witn ME

On 25 Vowember, another 155 ship took hits from ground fire while
resupplying the volcano, wounding the pilot. ﬁBGQCBUJbJ

The activity at the valcano had now reached the point where the
Stage Coach slick performing resupply to the troops on the rim would always
receive ground fire,.either enroute to or from the voleuno, or from within
the center of ths volecano itself, Lounching out of L2 Mike Smith, these
resupply aclicopters had to alter their routes and landing pattorns ovary
time they ran a mission., There were confirmed .50 caliber positions around
throe sides of the voleeno, with hesvy smoll aris and troop concentrations
on the fourth sgide,

In addition there was.only ona gmall spot on the rim suitable for
landing and this pad was constantly wrackesd with direet mortar, rocket,
and' artillery hits. Ancairernft landing: on the volecno had to bo faste -
If the cargo couldn't be kicked off or the wounded losded within 27-28 .
saconds, - they would have torwait for the next trip, bocouse within 29-30-
seconds after touchdown, = mortar round would strike tho pad. hmpy a Stege
Coach aircraft got An:added boost on taka«off from the concussion of a mortar
ound directly. babindiit,-

This: resuyply and medevac:mission put- the crows under a graat. stradn,
Going into the voleuno as many as four, five or six times in .one day under
thase not-so-friendly :conditions put. the créws under so much pressure that
the Us,gréund commander cinsisted that the erews be chonged duili so 2s mot
to ovortax the same people doy .after day.

- On 27 Tovember, a gunship covaring o voleano resupply mission received
heavy ‘ground fire and wse fordad to make an emergency londing in enemy

territory.-. Tho crew destroved the radios ond.eiohor Squipment before ‘being
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safoely extrocted by another gunshin, The gunship was destroyed in place,

On 28 Hovealer, atothar pilot from the 155 wos wounded wisa his ship
rec.ived fire on the voleano.

On 4 Docember, whils oxtracting 2 wounded ARV from the volcano,
the resupply commsné and control helicoptey drew heavy ground fire,
wounding a pilot.

It mist be remombered that the btatitle of Bu Prang « Due Lan wes a
full scele effort by ths enomy, Although not montioned in this nistory,
the wvonts and circumsbtances surrounding all operations 28 Octobor - 28
Dacember requirod aviators and crows to doily risk thoir lives in an effort
to provid:s support to the heseigea firebascs and outposgts.

liany more modevaes than are rocorded wore actually flowa., Iy more
enomy were killad than the Frleons wers given credit for. This is s result
of the fluid mancuvering of both friendly and cnemy units.

The constant enomy activity, the fact that if ssked bo pull a medsvac
2 Stage Coach aireraft would go into an arcn thrt hod been the torget of
over 200 enomy artillery rounds that day, the fact that though enciny mortars
were sure to follow a resupply by soconés, all confirm thzt uader thoe most
severe of conditions the 155 Stnge Coneh~Falcon team cnn and will provida
optirmum support, without reservation and without deley to tiae units which

it sarves.




155 in Vietnam 1969
The Coweny Yulls the Lission

fhe last and by far the busiest cuarter of 1969 left in its wake a freat
senge of aocomvlishment, and a felling of relief that the ordeal of two
nonths was over, Although acting as controlling agency in conjunction wit},}
Vagahond Forward, the 155th operations had handled as many as fifty ad.di-tiqn-
al aireraft daily during Wovember amd December, Thig it quite a strain on
155 operations,

In addition, the comnany flew more hours than any other comnany in the
10th Lviation Battalion for long periods, still maintaining an extremely hig
aircraft availahility recoxd.

Although 28 aireraft from the 155 received danasge from gbound fire the
kmowledse of the enemy and teiwain proved to ve a wmajor factor in minimizing
damase to aireraft, Aircraft from other unite, in trying to support the 155,
proved that anytiing less than a complete 'mowledge of terrain and taotics
creates a dangerous situation, Hour for hour, the 155 took less danase from
ground fire than outside units unfanmiliar with the area of oneration,

Statistics for 155 sumnort Octobeﬁc =~ Degember

Hours 79503

Sorties 19,156

Pagsengers 35,465

Carzo (tons} 424

dmersency ledevac 79

Enemy 173 75

X

vtracinures degtroved 19




up

Adreraft availability wag maintained throush the quarter
October ~ December average Uii=iil availabilityu...........97.5%
Average U:-1C avallability foir the neriod VBHe s seseonasae96,2%

On 26 December 1969 laj Dean i Owen relinquished cormand of the 155
Aviation Company (4i) to laj Gerard i Tuisi, formerly assipmed as Assistant
Division Aviation Officer of the 25th Infantry Division,

The change of cormand cexemony was held at Camn Coryell and was atbended
by dignitaries of the 23rd ARVN Division, Darlac Seotor, Detachmenit B-23 {(Srecial
Forces), COL Bill J. Wright, 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Commanter, and LPC
Samuel W, Patellos, Commanding Officer, 10th Aviation Battalion. Hajor Owen
vas presented the Vieitnamese Cross of ¢allantry by Colonel XKanh of +the 23rd

RV Division.






