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155TH :rn VTIri'llAM 1969 - TET:: CONPUlY 

1 APRIL - 30 JUliE 

The 155, durinr; thn socond quarter of 1969, did much work aimed at 

improving living and ,~or!dnz oonditions for its assian-ed personn()l at 

Camp Coryell. Some of the morr, significant im)?roveraents wore: 

ThC'! COG (Combat Operations Center) Has renovated and further ))):otectcrl 

with a chain link fence. 

All tho structures on ;Joot were completely repainted. 

Flaro pots wore 1nBtalled to U@lt tho runway at ni/tlt. 

All the revetments wore toppod ,f:l.th SSP. 

The dofensivo perimeter was strengthonod with additional ,f:I.rc barriors 

aDli tho introduction of a .50 Callber machine gun on top of the Aft Faroe 

Ob801'll!l.ticm towor. , 
Jil.ny now 'IIIIn1ter1l wero oonstruotod BO that thoro is auttiolout bunknr 

lilpe.oo for all po3:BODllol during a'ttaolm. 

!he ro'mtmont area and IIIEInY ~ of tho oantOlllllont a.r~ wore rc­

aurfaoell. with pcno:;,r1mo. 

A gas ohamber was constructed for tJl.s mask tests. 

A 25 motor ama.ll arms tost firin~ rangu ws 1nBtituted. 

1. now dayroom was built and stoclrod ,dth recreational oquiJlll1Ant and 

bookB. 

Tho o~ M1IJD1ng pool, 1Da.ctive tor the pa.st 1Oar, waa relinod, 

retlllod, and tho aree. around it was rllpavcd. 

It was officially reopened tho last wonk in ~y, with 155 Comnl!lndor, 

r-ra.jo1' Bobby L ~!oorn, being the first to take the plolln[,'tl. To hin re[>ret, 

ho forgot to get his clothes off in t1mo. 

Tho above improvements plUIl additional intc...-ro.l improvements in op-

• orations, administration, ond the service platoon, helped to increaso tho 
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pride of the inclivillual in !lifJ unit and furt':ler misoion l1.ccom]?lichmant. 

On 25 June 1969, liajor Bobby L I!oo.~n relin'luinhccl cormnand of the 155th 

Aviation COluI'any (;'slt Hel) to Najor .1ean l·i Chron, formerly MSicncd to 

IFFV headqw.rtera. The chl'.ncc of co=.nd ceremony ~m.r.: hold at Cam]) Coryoll 

and ""'Hl attondod by dignita.r5.ofl of t he 23rd ARVl'T Division, Da.rlac fJoctor, 

Dt!ta.ohmont 13-23 (5th tiJ?ecial Forces Group), Colonel Nelr-on Malone, COIIW-nc1.­

ing Officer of 17th Aviation UrouI' (Combat), and n1~ D0.vie L Stanley, 10th 

Avia.tion lle.ttalion (Combat) Commander. Major I"lOorc uaa proFJontod the 

Bronze Si;a.r for Servico and tho Victnamoflo Oroaa of Gallantry. 

.... ., 
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155TH m vrnnAN 1969 - THE EHillIY 

1 JULY - 30 SEPrErffiER 

After a. period of Geven woeka without an enemy attD.ok on Crunp Coryell, 

the longest period of respite the 155 had Geen in two years, the night quiet 

was a~in broken by incomincr rounds. On 23 July at 2333 hours, five B-40 

rockets and ten 82mm morte.rs struck the compound. Due to increaoed b~ 

{ facilities, and the overdue nature of tho atto.ck, the rounds inflicted ne,. 

gative dallnge to pcrsonnel or cquipncnt. 

Again, there W!l.Il a. long period without enemy attaok on Camp Coryell 

in July and AUGUSt. Finally, the oompo\lIld was attacked on 12 AUGUSt. Eaply . 
in tho mornUlg, a total of 31 rounds struck tho oompound, landin{! not on1;r 

~ in tho 'orral and kuotbowl but in th~ billot1ncr areas a.a wolle Ton ~40 
roolcllts and 21 82mm mortars 1mpa.otod, causing dama.go to four lIH-1H's, Nld 

OlIO '(JII..1C, ton structurop, and four vuhiolos. Elovan personnel wore 

VMIW1.otl dm!.f,ng tho a.tto.ok. lIh.loon SUJlBhipa and a f'la.roshlp wore bunched, 

but bcoa.use of diffioulty encountered in getting oloa.ra.noe to fire, ro-

turned with nc~tivo results. 

The 155 was not subjeot to enemy atto.ck during the entire C10nth of 

SoptOlllbcr • 

In late August Nld ea.rly SoptOlllbor of 1968, tho 155-supportod arMS 

of Bu Prartg and Due le.p voro the targots of a. long, hn.rd-hltt1ng offonsivo 

by tho oDIImJ. Due le.p in particular WI.\II tho fooo.l point of anomy activity 

in 1:110 155th's aree. of operations dm!1ng tM.t yoor. 

All sources of info:t'l!la.tion go.thorod thus fa:r: in 1969 indioated _ that 

the onomy was planning a 1969 offcnaive a.:lmcd once again at Duo I.o.p. 

The end of the SUIl1Dlor monsoon and the bog:l.nn:1ne of the winter monsoon 

brought about a great increaso in enCCIY activity in larcrc parts of the 155's 

aros. of oporation. Although the rainy wvathor preoluded any large soalo 
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enemy activity during July and Aucrust. tow:-u:d the end of September the lcss-

ening rainfall afforded the (mct'!Y tp:ootcr Cc'1.se of mobility, as W<'.B ind.­

icatod by large troop buildups in the border arCr'.B Went and Southwest of 

Due lap. 
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155TH ill vrnnAM 1969 - TEE NISSION 

1 JULY - 30 G'EPl'EJ)ffiER 

An enemy buildup quite oimilar to that whieh occ=ed juot before the 

battle of Duc Lap in 1968 had been evidenced by intelligence reports rec-

eived from the Duc II,J,p - Bu Prang area. 

To increase our information concerning enemy activitice in the aroo.s 

around llu Prang and Duo Inp, the 155 conducted numeroue eniffer missions 

in those areas in support of the 23rd ARVN Division and B-23 (Spccio.l Farces). 

Much valuable intelligence wan gathered and IIBIlY significant sigbtinge 

wore made. Several ground operations wore oonducted by the supported unite 

as a result of theno cniffor findingB, witl\ good reeults. 

As a result of information gatherod rcgarding a proba.ble onomy offon-

aivc in the Duo Ia.p aroo., the 155 was beooming incrOOB!ngly oClllllllitted in 

an attempt to provide adequato supPort to tho units in too Ban Me !rhuot 

8Ilp.(lOJ!t llano. Duo to inoroa.nod misaion roqu1romoni;B, tho 155 was given 

opar&tional oontrol of an nany BIl twenty additional. a.irora.f't during this 

period. This mare than doubled tho miaBion enpabiUths of the 155, but 

IJIlt the 155 operations under a severe strain as a result. 

July aloo marked the return of the compe.ny's suppert to B-5O operations. 

In addition a commitment to 2nd, 3m, and 5th MSF (M1lro strtko Force) was 

addod at thia timo. 

Tho roBllPP17, sniffer, B-50, and oOllllD.tld and oontrol roqu1romonts 

pla.ood on the 155 at this t1mo prooludod aupporting a.n;y groot number of 

oombo.t assaults. A totr>.l of 27 'fOre conducted within the July-Septomber 

quarter. Some of the highlights of this pertod: 

On 18 July, after being inserted by 155 aircraft south of Bo.n Me Thuot, 

two LRRl> tOl).IIlS came into contact with an enemy force. One Sta.gecoach and. 

tvo Falcons wore d.ispD.tched to the area. One gunship received d.'IJllage from 

l 
, , 
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ground fire but the :Eb.lcon t erun ;~,s crr. ,lited ,lith 13 enemy killed by air 

during the action. 

On 25 July, ,mile supporting four slicks on a B-23 troop movement, -

a pair of 155 gunnhips expended, killing five eneJ:IY soldiers. (;AF2DN£R. .... ::z: 

The month of Auguat was mrkcd by the intensive incrnaoe of oniffer 

operations conducted for intelliecnce ~thering purposes. Two sets of sn-

iffer missions wore run daily in and around Darh'1.C and QUI1.ng Due Provinces • 

These missions were given high priorities due to the need for gathering 

as much intelligence aa possible on enamy movements and activities. Al_ 

thOU(#1 hampered by deteriorating weather oonditions, the results of these 

missions :proved L'J.ter to be of great assistanoe in planning for the ooming 

onoJII;Y offenDive. 

In Scptombcr the 155 was again Given the oOllllllitment to support B-50 

opOratlons. Pour sllolm nnd four suns wera :provided ea.oh dq for the en-

t1ro IIIOII1th for this mission, 

As in July and A.ucust, Septombcr 1I!W ch:\tt\Ctarized by the prooonoo 

of e. 8J:oot number of aircraft trom thro~O"'J.t II Corps operating in the 

:Ban No Thuot area. This WD.IJ duo to the need to provide increasod tactical 

and logilltioal nviation aU!lport to units operating in the Bu Prang - Gia 

Nghia. - Due Ie.p triangle. Consequontly, as =yan 35 aircraft from other 

units ware working in the Ban ~!o Thuot area, with 155 operations acting 

as oontrolling agency, plAcing an add.1.tiocul workload on the 155 ftJr opcr-

aticma.l and lIIl.inten 'anco oupport. 

", 
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155TH m VIErlli.M 1969 - TEE COla>lcNY 

1 JULY - 30 SEPrEl'lBER 

, 
Tnc 155th continued in its efforts to improve facilities and con-

ditions for its personnel durin~ thio quarter. Some of the notO-ble 1m-

prOVClllents f 

Old and irk'].dequ.o'1.te bunkers \fere torn dotm and repl a ced with new and 

larger otructures. 

Concreto pavClllent was poured to conneot all living a;reas with 0. paved 

A now a.bove BUrfll.oe m1n!part aroa. waa oonstructod to repla.oe tho old 

undor~ound systom. A singlo line systom with seven 1Jlt..1 and ono Cu..47 

rofWll.1ng stations wn.s put in uso. The m1n!port now b.'1.S a. 20,000 /!Pollon 

capacity_ 

Renovation of tho de6' Icmmols in aDtlolpat1on of tho roturn of a &-9 

800aH t1 dota.ohral'.nt. 

OOllDtruction of euard bunkora t\lonr. tho south porimotor f'onc.o. 

Insta.llation of a. m1neflold insldo tho northeast per1motor. 

An intorior guard tower was equippod with 0. 50 co.l1bor nn.ch1ne gun 

and a. xenon l1~t. 

Bovir1ng of all bl11ets. 

Mora.lo during this third qua.rtor dcoroosod to a oertain da~eo. Thi~ 

waa causod by sovora.l factors. Tho JI'OO.JIH olub WB.S olosod in oa1:ly AU8UB~ 

due to mamgomont ditfloult1es, loo.vmg tho onliotod p01'sonnol without fll... 

oilltlos far roorcatlon during oft-4ut,v hours. 

Additionally, many ships and crow trOll! other units wore staying with 

tho 155 on an indefinite "RON" basls. The prosenoo of thoso "OPCON" crews 

creatod t\ oertain amount of friction between the men. Most of those pro-

blemB wore quickly resolvod by introduoing additional billeting f acilities. 

r 
I 
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Although perhaps a contr~dicti0n in tenno, the absence of the al-

ways expected encray at't;~kB on Camp Coryell made for an une'\sy timo of 

waiting. However, as external eneny activity increased, so did morale 

and spirit, with the men of the 155 anticipating lXU'ticip<".tion in the 

tactical defense of the Ban ~!e Thuot - Duo Ie.p area. 

During this period, a new Bet of requirements wall devised for tho a­

warding of il.C (Airoraft Conmnncmr) orders. Since the unit ia safoty 

minded, and a direct parallol to aViation aafoty and pilot proficiency can 

be nado, the roquirementa for becoming an aircraft coomandor wero bro.'l.a.. 

onod tel 

J'1vo Hours MiniMlltJ Ni~t Time 

Pivo Hours Of Hood T1no 

A. Min'm'lm Of Twe Na.intaiDDmo fast J'll(#1ts 

A Grado of ~ Or Bottor on IBoh Of Two/Dash-fon 'losta. 

An Ah'oraft OOJlllltlndor Chookrlde With OIJlll:.PlU2¥ Instruotor P.Uot 

Two Miasion Chockridcs with Instructor Pilots 

Thia program proved te be Il. bMis for aimilar pro~ instituted in 

.1JD.XIy other av1ntion units. 

Tho 155th oontinued in ita tradition of nnximutl support and hi~est 

a.1=aft a.vall1'.bility within the 10th j.v1ation Battalion. Average tm-1H 

a.w.1l.o.b1llty Jul.y-Septombor vas 91 .1~ AvorB.89 ... 10 a:vnil.o.bility for the 

period vas 96. ~ 

In addition to tho unique requirements and t.noroa.eod pressure placod 

on it by tho to.ctic:J.I Situation, tho 155th prepo.red for and passed with a 

ao.tisfactory rating, tho annual AGI (Annual Goncro.l Inspeotion) which lruI 

conduoted on 3 September. 

In viow of the incroasing workload of the comp3.!lY in tho arM of tr>.ot­

ical mission support, the rnssing of tho .t.GI at this time waa a tribute 



to the general state of prcpo.rec1ncso of the unit. 

Statistics for 155 support for the July - September poriod
l 

Hours 7,033 

So+tieo 
19,191 

Passengers 29,307 

Cargo (Tons) 321 

Emergency l!cdevac 14 

; 
Enomy "i11od By Air 20 

StrUctures Destroyed 8 



I 
I 

r 
I , 

.t-
. 'I 
'1 "; i 
-, I 

• r 

I 

155 in Vietnam 

The Enemy at Home 

Ootober - December 

The las-t quarter of 1969 left Camj.' Coro'ell only slightly dama.,,"'Cd by the 

enem~' in relation to the first nine months. 

Althou.:;h attacked five times during the period the compound suffered com-

paritively little damage. 

On 25 Oo-to ber, in the early morning hours, 15 rounds of 82mm mortars, 

tired from \!IIkDown J)Ositicns, struok the compound. The xeault was two UI;-1HIS 

end one UJ1..10 sunshil>, two bu.11dings and two vehioles damaged. Five personnel 

were injured, two of whom xequired medical evacuation. 

On 10 Ifovember, the 155 was ar.a1n attacked. Eight B..40 rockets and 17 

82IIIIl mortars struok the compound, IhllllaginG one W-1H, five struotures and one 

'ft1iio1e, IIl'ld VO"miling six persoDnel. 

tilt ocmpcnu:ll was attaoked three more t1mes during the qwu:tc, on 16, 25, 

fIII4 ,0 fi018lllber. All three attaoks resulted in neaaUve 4aaage, although a 

total of '7 mortsz rounds 1mpacted in the 155 area • 
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155 TIT VI'lriV;.i1 - 19G9 

Du0 to -;;;10 ·I;rrneno.au.s inc:~m[le in =eEY activity duriIl(5 the first part 

of October, and due to the buildup of resources and the streJlt,-.thetl1n{; of 

the defensive posture of friendly units, it is impossible at this time to 

divide the mission performed from the enemy situation. 

Following is a. bac~aund of friendly efforts to meat the coming off-

ens1ve, included to offer a complete picturo in order that the reader may . . 

f'u.lly understand the gigantic pt'oportions of the prepa.ra.ticns made. It 

must be remembered that the 155, being the local unit and main provider 

ot aviation support in the Due Iap.;Bu Prang area, played a Significant role 

in the bu!:ld.1Jlg of a BUOooSSf'ul defense asa.inst the soono-t()ooOome enemy 

ons1e.uaht. 

~ weather has bean tho most sisn1f1oant nl,tur.:'.l t.'.otor "rcl.lJting to 
. , , 

the buildup ot enel!\1 foroes. Tho BUIiIIIIe1' monsoon, and the min it brings, 

continued thr~ Ausust and September, hindering an;r large scale an~ 

actiV1ty. Ootober br~t with it good weather and a. tremendous upsurge 

in IlIIeIIlY a.otiV1ty throughout the 1l.l.'eD. ot operations, and ospecially in the 

areas aroU%14 llu Prang and Due lap. 

InteUigcmoe reports indicated IlB8s1vo buildups of aneJQ' forces 

a10DB the W6stez:n boundry' of ~ Due sooter botwoan llu ha.Dg and Bhon 

00. Ia:rge sillO anOll\Y units wore roported in Ca.aboMa north ot llu Pmng 

&tid woat ot Due lap. 

Gt'oa.t emphasis was put on ~thcring further information in these areas. 

This was a.ooomplished by oonduct1n8 two seporate daily sniffer missicns 

around Due lap, llu Prang, and aroo.s south in an extension of II Corps mown 

as the "Death Valley of llu Gio. fup". Intolligence /JIothering by the 155 

. , 
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oontinued in an attempt to fix 100a.tions o.no. size!: of individUil1 cmemy units. 

The questions of the intentions of the ellm:]y Here answered on 22 

Ootober when it became c1= th.~.t the enomy W<'.s on tho move. It:>.rce sizo 

units moved o.croso from Catlbodio. into positions south of Bu Prang and south 

of Due lap. Ill.rgc lli-uts W<'.re still a"1.ssin,."j o.long the Co.mbodian border posing 

a substD.ntia.1 artillery and stD.mloff attD.ck throo.t to the outposts of Bu 

P.ro.ng and Due lap. 

On 25 October the cnem;y belJl-ll his offensive. Tho entiro sequence of 

events i'ollows I 

One of the 155-SUPPo:tcd units in the a.roa, 5/22 Artillery, in ixrol?­

a.xa.tion f«r: the offensive, built six fircbasos in tho Due Iap-oBu PL-o-n&-G1a. 

N~ tr1a.nglo. Thoil: poSitions can be determined from the inSert. Theso . 
firo support basos wero mncdl Firo support basos Dor1, Holen, Susan, 

Arm1e, IMo and lbrtha. Thoso firo'\lases Pl-'ovidod support tar Bu Prana and 

Due lap • 

W«r:k on thoso firomoos belJ.\n in ~ly September aDd oontinuod throo(\b­

out Ootob«r:. Init1n.l work was hamperod by =ainal wmth01' and. tho diff­

ioulty of J;lroviil.ina oontinuous Chinook support to tra.nsport loa.ds and eq­

uipilC1lt. 

Annio rmd I!b.te woro sot up ldthin six Idlomoters oe.ch of Bu l'!:ong • . 
"/hile thoso firobMes eould provido artillery support tor Bu PJ:c.ng, it be-

0IIIl!D olOlU' that they would be vulnere.blo to any dotOl'mined enom:r attack. 

In a.ddition ovcrything depended on resupply by air booa-use the roa.da wore 

not soouro onough for transport. Security for those tirooosos w),s provided 

by CmG (Civil1an IrroauJ-ar Defense <b:aup) and elenonts of the M1ko Striko 

Foroes. All units in tho arm of operations were under the oontrol of the 

23rd ARVn Division and a divisi=l Lir;ht CODnand Post \la.o set up at G1a. 

N(;hia.. B-troop, 7/17 Cavalry woos o.soiBtled the nlssion of oonducting 

"Hunter-Killer" c!p=tions in the Bu l'rc"ng'-Gia Ud:lia area. Thus tho stD.ge 
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was sct for wha.t developecl durinG the J.n.st IXl.rt of October. 

The 155 and severol other unHs in the 10th nnd 52nd Av1£.tion Batt-

o.lionn wore now res:tJonBiblo for imJCrtin..1, exchanging ann supporting the 

troops at these ne'" fircbases. 

On 25 Ootober, the enemy began his offensive. Helen (the firab'1scs 

cane to be Imown by the prefix LZ for lrmdin(:r zone) cane under attack by 

a multfbo.tt'1.l1on sizod unit much had beBUIl crossing the berder on 22 Oct-

obara Personnol and oqu1J:Ennt wero artracted in total from LZ Helem on 

29 Ootober by tho 155 and OroON units. During the artroction a krgo size 

en~ force aaa!n at',;aclood tho IZ infiioting heavy Ck'1.sua.ltics. Tho ox­

trnotion Ul.S completod on tho 29th and th:lt aftornnon a reef,montal size 

en~ clement moved into Holon and clAimod it as theirs. 

~ this time LZ Am10 and LZ Eato wore bofnc thrOlltoned by anothcr 

roa:ImontO-l also unit. 155 S1ngoooa.oh airoznft oontinuDd to ankD Da'de'V!lOS 

. . 
~ boa'7 tire at thoso firobasus. On tho 30th. LZ ~ was to bo ro­

mO\fOd to reinforce Duo lAp and booause it was uador oQll8taut 8I!nU a.1.w 

atto.ok. On tho evening of tho 30th lhrtha. was rolocatod to Duo lAp by a.U-­

cn:e.ft of the 155 and OroON units under heavy mortar fire. Every timo a. 

ship oano in to renovo trOO!JII tho LZ. _s pounded With onEI!lY nartar~. Tho 

troops woro noved into LZ Mi1m Ibfth, II. nOlr FSB looo.t~ in Due lap • 

LZ Bil.te thon 'booCIne tho najor ~sot of tho~. Enoiv.5O caliber 

&114 rrm a.ntfAb:ora.ft positions woro active a;U n.r0lD14 tho firobaso, and 

thD7 took their tou of a1ro1'nft. At 0930 hours on 30 Ootobcr Jlato oa.ne 

undor sustained IIllO!ly (P:'ound attack by nt loo.st 500 INA (llarth Viotnancse 

Arrr:I regulArs). 

Two Joloor GUllBhips fran the 48th Avin.tion Conpany woro ilivorlod to IZ 

K.'1.to. One Joker was shot down, ere.shed and _s destroyed. Thero wore no 

survivors. Durin[; that OOl"le !by, throe addit:ionnl (lllllShips and 1 CH-47 wero 

hit by cncny ,-,:-ound fire in the vieinity of ~te. (.'('1'( FI R&T HITS 
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The situation deteriorated rapidly and on the 31st Kate was low on 

food and ammunition. 

Aircraft were not able to ge~ into K~te due to heavy ground fire and 

mortars. One CH-47 we.S hit b) heavy ground fire and had to abort its emer­

gency resupply, dropping its load in the jungle short of ll!te. 

Thus the stage was oet for an emergency night resupply into Kate. At 

0200 in the mor:il.ing of 1 November, five slicks and four guns!lips from the 

155th .\viatiqn Company departed Ban lie :lhuot for LZ Kate: Each slick carried 

1,000 pounds of the much needed resupply. ff\E- L.e~() I CO~trlD3, FeNL.t)N, Cf)OIJCf. 

Under cover of darkness and heavy roprO'Ssiv;) fir,:, by th.) gunshipS', the 
t-Jo 

slicks made the resupply without incident. The month of October ended with 

LZ's Annie and Kate still under seige and the clllllps at Bu Prang and Duc Lap 

under eminent danger of attack • 

On 1 llovelllber, Li Kate began receiving contimloua artille17 fire from 

Oombodia. In addition, the enEIIIW vaa conduoting DIIlssive g"iound and mortar 

atkoks. On the aftdrnoon of the first, after all of Katlls big guns were 

dalllaged or destroyed by enemy artille1'7, the FSB wae declared no longor 

capable of operation. The deoision vas made to evacuate Kate • 

The 155 airlifted two companies of the 5th MSF into an area one kilometer 

northwest of Kato on the night of the first. The troops at Katd successfully 

walked out and united with these units. Immediately after the evacuation of 

late, US and OPCON units extrQCted LZ's Annie and Susan, also while under 

OOJ)tim1ous fire • 

On 2 Novamber, while 15S e.irord.'t vera provid1lig suppressive fire for a 

convoy that had been ambushed just northeast of LZ 1>017, an emergenoy call 

vent out to all aviation support in the Duc Lap orea. 

~lhile on a "Hunter-Killer" reconneissance mission north of LZ Helen, 

two observation helicopters (Loachs) and one Cobra of the 7/17th Cave.lry had 

bean shot down within minutes of each other. All aircraft in the .:Ires respond­

ed. c.::.valry ground troops were inserted and one pilot was extracted. 
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One pilot died in the crash, and tlfO pilots and two otservers ware captured 

by the en~. (One pilot and one observer were released somo time later.) 

Later on 2 Novamber, four slicks and two guns from the 155 conducted 

((\£ ... ~NC.£ 

an emergency resupply of 4,000 pounds of food and ammunition into LZ Dory, 

which lias under attack a.1d unable to be supplied by roc.d. 

The main offensive now shifte~ to Duc ~p, whJre LZ Mike Smith (set up 

from the extraction of fartha and Helen), began receiving 122mm rockets. 

At the same time Dak Sak (Duc Lap Special Forces Compound) received 

incoming rounds and recoilless rifle fire. 

Late in the morning of the 6th, friendly units set up a defensive 

perimeter on the rim of the volcano overlooking Bon s..-u- Pa, south of Duc Lap. 

On November 9th while flying a hot resupply into the voloono, two 155 

aircraft wera hit by .50 caliber fire and B-4O rocket fragments, resulting 

AI'Vtb\ 
in ono pilot wounded. He was later returned to co;roS. 

On 11 November another aircraft vas hit by 12.7 IJIIl antl-airoref't firo 

IlPUtboast of au Prang, wounding one crawman. Later that morning one 

passenger was kilbd and two wounded when their aircraft took hits from 37mm 

anti-a1rcraft fire near Bu Prang. nO'tt. SUc.lc. 

One of the more significant actions took place on 17 l,ovember when 155 

Falcon gunships expended five times on enemy locations near Bu Pr(Ulg. As a 

result of Falcon gunship and Tac Air Support, 72 enemy wora killed, more 

",to"" U)S~s. 
than half of which Were creditod to the lal90ns. 

In separate actions on the 17th, two FnlQon gunships received damage 

On the 21st, Falcon guns expended three times on en~ locations, receiving 

credit for 23 enemy k5~ed by air. During this action three gunships were 

hit by ground fire • 

On 22 i!ovember, two Falcon gunships on standby at Gin Nghia were called 

to ,Duc L~p where they engaged enemy teJrgets. Both ships took damage from 
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ground fire 8ono. the, pilot of ono ship 1-T,2S Houndor: in the log, c:'.using his 

return to CONUS. 

On 25 Fovember, anothor 155 shlp toole hits from ground fire .Thile 

resupplyj,ng tho volcano, wounding the pilot. 

Tho activity at the volcano had now raached th" point 1,herG thG 

St'tge Coach slick performing resupply to thG! troops all tho rim .Iould alwo,ys 

rG!c(liva ground fire, either enroute to or from tho volc,.lno, or fl'om within 

the cG!nter of th~ volcano j,tsolf. Lc.:unching out of LZ Hike Smith, th(lse 

resupply holicopters h.,1.d to altor thelr reutes and landing patt~rns QV~ry 

tim~ they ran 8. mission. There werc confirmed .50 caliber pOSitions around 

thro0 sides of the volcano, with he:wy sruell ar),lS and troop concentrations 

on tn.) fourth side. 

In addition thare was only ona srllall spot on th" riM sui td)l" for 

lc1.nding and this pnd was constClntly wracko.l with diroct mort:1:[", rockot, 

and'artilJ:8ry' hi ts. An"airCr'8.ft landing: on the volc[\11o had ·to' bu 'fast. 

If tll" cargo couldn't 1'6 kickGd off or tllJ Hounded lOLc1J(' I?itllin 27-28 , 

seconds, tl1Qy' would h'lve to"wait for tl'lil !lGxt trip, Doac'.usG wi tldn29-30 

sdconds aftJr, touchdown, ''X'mortnr round' would strj.k8 th" pad. l,ccny a Stp,ge 

Conch aircraft got ,in' ,"ddod ,boost on. tako"'off fl'Oihtho concussion of D. mor-t8,r 

round dirvct13r. L311ind : it. -

Gcing into the volcano QS m~ny;il@ four, fivo 01' sj.x times In ,011G G,o:y undor 

thaSeJ not.so-friondly,co',1dHio;ls put th".-erGws under so much proesurG' that 

to oV,J1'tax the sD.lJlJ pGoplo do.y,afteT d,-\y. 

torritory. The crG;[ destroyed tll8 ro,dtos ; ... nd ci')!Br .Jquipment bGfore boing 

... ;,J,' 
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safely extrD.cted by anoth"r gunshi~). Tho gunship H.?S ddstroyod in pInco. 

On 28 :1}ovoiilLar, a:1oth::Jl" pilot fro:t:l thJ 155 H.:'.S Hounded ",.\.13:C1 his ship 

rocvivod firG on tho volcano. 

On 4 D0c,Jm!X~r, whi13 Gxtr':"l.cting ·:t ,,,ounded AR;r~~ from th~ volcD.~;.o, 

tho resupply COlUlU~.lld and control holicept;:,~· drew h0a~' ground fire, 

'<fOunding 8. pilot. 

It must bo :romombered th,-:, .. t tho bt"lttlo of Bu P1. ... i-l.L.g -. Due 1<."1.::') W:'.S D. 

full sce~0 effort by th.~ onamy. j.'J. though not montioDcd in this .bis"::'Or-<f, 

th0 3vents and circumst.lnCJS surrounding all opdrations 28 Octo"dT - 28 

Dac0mb.Jr roquir~;.l aviators ,md crows to d..::.ily risk thoir livds in o.n offort 

to provj.d.3 SUPl)ort -GO t.ho :.lGseigocl fireb·].sos Ctl1d out)os-Gs. 

H,'1n;y mor3 1J1o--tGvQ.cs than are rocord0d WGre ;:-.ct.uo.J.l:r flo"lll. ri8.l1Y more 

onoiny wero kill ad. than. t,h0 l7'.:::lcons WGr.J giv ... m cr:Jdi'~ for. This is ;;'1, r0sult 

of tl10 fluid mi~nouvvring of both friendly and Jllomy units. 

The const!li;t ,momy act.ivity, the fact that if 'Lsk8d to pull <l. lUedevac 

Q St.f1.gJ Co-~ch ';.ircr:1ft would go into en o..rOJ, thr,t h2.d boon tho tr.rget of 

over 200 enomy artillery rounds th:1t dr'1:r.9 tho fact tlv~,t th?ugh d1101i1~r mortars 

WGl"'0 surG to follow 8. resupply by soconG.s~ all confirm th~.~,t u.ndor tl!c most 

severu of condi Hons tIN 155 Skg0 CUi'.ch-Falcon t()c~'1 Gi'.a D.l1d Hill provido 

Optil1UlU support, without r0SarVQt1.on ,md without dol-,_,O' to tnG units uhich 

it S3rVGS. 

----_.-------_._---_._---------_._----------------------------------
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; 155 in Vietnam 1969 
'l'he COi.(!8Z1Y lulls the Lis8ion 

fhe last a."ld by far tho husiest <;,wlrte:c of 1969 left in i·ts ,;a].ce a (;reat 

sense of aocol'l1Jlishment, and a fe11in" of relicf 'Ghat the oro.ea1 of two 

months ,·Ja8 over. AlthouGh acting as controlling 3.{~el1cy in conjunotion with 

Vagal)ond FO~:TaJ,(I, the 155th ol'erations had. hand.1ed as many as fifty M.dition-

al aircraft [laily (J:\.ll'iI\'0 :November ancl Docember. '1'hi8 ~:,lU:G quite D. strain on 

In ac1clit ion, the com)!a,;y f1e~T more hours than a'1Y other COm\lal~' in the 

10t:h Aviation Battalion for 10n" periods, still ulaintaininc: an extremely l1ie;:h 

aircraft availa11ility record. 

AlthoEc;\l 26 aircraft from tho 155 received d.ar.laGe from (;round fire the 

kno\,Tlecl:~e of tho enemy ana te:.:xain proved. Jeo i)e a lllatior f2..c-co~ in minimizing 

C<2Jllarse to aircmn. Aircraft frOIll other units, in tryinG to support the 155, 

proved. that aD~rt~.rillC~ less -than a complete ~.Qlo"Tle(~_~;e of terrain and taotics 

crea'ces a dan,;e:cou8 situa·Gion. Hour foJ:' hour, the 155 too'.C less ilaJ:<la"e from 

[p:'ouno. fire than outside units unfa.l'liliar wi'bh "the axea of o~?erl).;Gion, 

SOYGies 19,156 

Careo (tons) 424 

:Jmer:;ency Hcclevac 79 

Enemy 1::JA 75 

Structures o.estroyed 19 

_ ... __ ._--_._ .... _--------_._._-_ .. _-'-----'_ ..•. ,._._--_._-,------- .... _ .... _ ... _.--.--
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October - December averaGe (f.;{-1:1 availability ............ 97.5% 

On 26 Decembe:l: 1969 haj Dean h O,.,en relinCluished co;;]nand. of the 155 

Avia'~ion Company (All) to l-ia,i Gerard H Luisi, formerly assit,neil. as Assistant 

Division Aviation Officer of the 25th Infantry Division. 

'rho ohange of command. cemmony was hel,l at Cam::l Coryell an(l ,*,,8 attond.eil. 

by dignitaries of the 23rd. ARVN Division, llarlac Sector, Detachmon~ JJ-23 (SpeoiaJ 

Forces), COL Dill .T. ':Tric$.1'i;, 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Com·.land.er, and. LTC 

80.muel ~J. Patellos, Commanding Officer, 10th Aviation :Ba·~talion. Hajor Owen 

1'/aS presen:tod the Vietnamesf) Cross of Gall!1l1try by Colonel K':mh of '~he 23ril. 

AHVN Division. 

----_._--_._--




