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Servinz in direct support of the Fres Yorld ¥orces ant tha Aray of the
Reputlic of Vietarm, the 155ta svisztion Compeny 18 gimilar to tae maxy other
aviation units of tne sam3 gize and structure. Formed originally as Co 4,
8% Aviation Battalion, 18t Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit
arrived at Vung Tau, Vietnan on 1 May 1995. Hoving inmelictely to Dan ile
Thuot, wita an aircraft complement ef o), UZ-1D's the advence party was
ﬁelcomed pr LTC Dellert Tounsend, Tormer Cormander of the 52nd Aviation
Sattalion, After much preparation and many training hours through which the
men of Co A beccaine proficient in the new and cemanding technicues of flying
in a combo® zone, the company was declare: operational on 1 Ju: 6. On
20 Nov 65, Co A was redesignated as the 155%h Aviation Company (\ir tiobile
Light). Uuofficially the 155th was directed by 1st Aviation Crigaca to
designate jtself the 155th agsault Halicopter Company. at that time that
designation w28 in effect for ail Air liodile Light aviation companies through~
out Vietnam. In 1969, bthe 155th uns diracted to redasignote itself the 155th
Aviation Compeny {issault selicopier).

From the first, tae 155th's two airlift platoons were kiown &8 the
n3tage Coaches. wails the Arned Flatoon was called the "Falcous™. Under
these nom;s the men of the 155th have spread taeir reputation for accomplishing
their mission while mainteining the highest.of safety standuras an¢ aircreft
ayeilability throughout Vietnarn. Flying from >algon ip the scuth to Dak Pek
end 1 Corps in the north, from the coastal plain to the Cembodizi: Lorder,
the Stage Coacn - Falcon tesm hes flown over 115,000hours ir suprort of the
allied forces combating the threat of COmmunism in goutheast Asia,

This history is dedicated to all those men who have serv ¢ and are serving
with the 155th Aviation Compaiy and i1ts attached unit since its arrival in
ths Republic of Viatnam, with special tritute to those officers, warrant

officers .ng oalistad mexi rad 4owa their lives for'a iuze woTrG,
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CiiiP COELL

Comp Corvell, home of ©he 155th Avintion Co (A1), and the facilities and
atmosuhere it wwoviden are loxnely responaidble for the success of the 155th.

e 155th Commany azea, desimmed for tactical convenience, is abundant with ° -
banana trees, flowering plants and in genoral has a rreen garden-like aviosphers,
The:e are tirce un~to~date, well equinved clubs in the comany arca to arovide
entortaimient and relaxation for the personnel of the company. Sporis fecilities
ae present within the avea, affoiding percornel the oviorbunity o play soft~
ball, baasketihnll, snd wvolley ball, lost treasured of Gae recreation~orionted

facilitics is the lnrse swiving pool lo.cated in the center of the 155th area.

2y

« A cool swim after a hard, hot doy is one of the best morale builders availadle,




Ii MGrHORTAN

1965

FFC Micheel £, Davis
Y01 Josenh 8. luyler
SP5 William J. Johnson
1LT H:rold A. Preisendsfer
1956
WO Zugene '/, Caswsll
#0 Hich2el ¥, Corvell
PFC Richard 2, Dabney
40 Reymond L. Ford
FFC Gregory L. Millar
WO Phillip C. 3mith
£iC James “alker
W0 vilmer J, Willingham
5P4 John ¥, Yood
1967
Sgt Keith D, Griffin
0Ll Terrance Melson
SP5 Jamez G. Patterson
1968
WO Wdllis YW, Suith
1LT Deimis 5, Paintor
SP5 James liculus
3P4 Franl: L, I'reedla -

0l Pewl ¥, Larson

21
21
21

21

27
30
27
29

20

30
30

30

16
23
16

19
19
19
19
19

Oct 65
Qet 65

Qct 65

Qct %5

May 66
Nov 65
baw 66
liar 56
Dec 65
Mar 66
.ov 65
liov 65

kov 66

Mar 57
May 67

Mor 67

dpr 48
spr 68
Apr 68
Apr 8¢

ipr 66




6.

7.

S.
10.
11.
12,
13,
14.
15,
16.
17.

155th; to those who fought 2nd livad and to those who foupint and disd

to those who pgave much and +to those who gava el1l.
0 &

1 Heriert Hoyasilda
8P4 John R, Frooks
3P4 Oran L. ticCardol
1LT Fred 0. Pratt

701 Yilli-m P, Harwood
01l Redlich 5. Koppel
«0l Qdchard C. Pugh
3P4 Jawnes ). Sw.chazy
3PS5 Willien i ster
SP4 £dward Milan

SP4 Jamss Ju:nn

352G Robert Pinkston

0l Ronald lichary

SP/ Richard Sse

W0l Terr> L. Crawforgd
5P5 Armando Ramirez
civ 3-ntiagoQuinitana
SP5 Mich . ledaris
SP5 John .. Payne

3P4 Richa d G. Bauer
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PRI .G

On 2& Lacember 1569, I assumn:’ cormu-< of the 135th aviation Company
(issault Helicopter). S3ince that date, I never cexse to ba am z2¢ b the
profession-lism, dedication and Zsprit De Corps that axists within this
unit.

A unit history is non-sxistant without the daily, often times mindane,
activities of flying. These missions run the gauntlet from VIP support,
conmond ~nd control to providing & transportation service to indizznous
tribesman, Poriodically though, the ultimnte test for any wilv must te
axperienced-combat. Throughout the pages of this history for 1969r tha
oificers and men of the 155th contimually met the test and never f-liered
in denying the communist forces victory.

lio unit is comprissd of machines and equipment, but rather e urit
consists of men, Th2s2 men, for the most phrt non-carserest, cone from
all walks ord stations of life. Their acucation, ethnic background and
rsligious beliefs ma,- differ but as soldiers they havs grrived in the
Ropublic of Vietnam and made this unit what it is-a cohesiw: , aggrassive team,

It is to these men, who daily make history, that this document 1s dod-
seatad. It is also dedicataed to future memlers of tue 155tn so ti~t thoy
too may ses wict their precccessors cccomplishal and en-:le then o

contimue carrying forw-rd the idecls of fraecem,
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REGIONAL ANALYSIS

TERRAT

The II Corps Tactical Zone, in wiich Ben ile Timot is located and in which
the 155th Avintion Company renders the majority of its support, covers an area.
of 32,724 smcre miles or A9% of the land area of South Vietmam, Its western

border iz 342 wilss leng and in common with Laos and Cambodia, The castern

border is ansoini sy A0 miles of coastline bordering the South China Sea.,

Tho arsa is A5 —%72¢ vw.C: in the north and 342 miles wide in the gouth, This

area t= poiibiesiar 177234 into the provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleikm

Pmu Bon, ~u T Tuoe i the 22nd ARVN Division Tactical Zone, and Darlac, Kanh
Hoa, Quang uc Tuyan DJuc, Funh Thuan, lam Dong, and Binh Thuan in the 23rd
ARV Dvision factioal Zone. Geographically, this area may be divided into
three major arcas.

1, The coastal plain is a marrow strip of long flat, often marshy terrain
not more than twentv miles wide from the sea inland. This area is formed by a
scrics of mmerous river deltas interrupted by a rock ridge line mmmng
stecply to the sea, This area is almost entirely under cultivation, with
fou:r: rice crops a Yool

2, The moutain region extends from north to south elmost the entire

length of the 1II Corps Tactical Zone. Slevation range fron 3,000 to 8,000
foet, with the castern slopes quite stecp and the western more gradual. Rain
forests cover three quartorc of thio rren with most of the remainder covered
with oPen; deciduous growth. Cultivation is linted to small, cleared areas
on relatively flat land, Flying in thie: axco 15 very hozordouz with forced

~

1anding arcas praotically non~cxistant, ceilings frequently very low and winds
unpredictalle. )
3, The plateau reglon is located west of the mountains and is comprised

of the Xontum Plateau in the north and the Darlac Plateau in the south, This




region has altitudes renging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet with gently rolling -
hills and mich open area. Where tho coil i not under cultivation, a thick
growth of grass, to a heizht of eight to ten feet, covers the ground. Where
adequate drainoge is provided, this area will support four vegetable crops
yearly,

The princimal cities of this arca are Phon Thiet, Phan Rang; Nha Trang;
and Qui Fhon on the coastal plaing Dalat in the mountaing; and Boo Me Thuot,
. Pleiku, ard Kontum on the plateaus. The major routes of this arca aro:

Route #1 Saigon - Danang (coastal route)

Route #11 Dalat ~ Phen Rang

Route #14 Szigon =~ Ban lMe Thuot -~ Pleilu - Kontum

Route #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon

Route #20 Saigon - Dalat

Route #21 Ban Me Thuot ~ Nha Trang

The Republic's major rail line parallelc Route #1 along its entire length
with one spur line frem Phan Rang to Dalat, The logistical and commwmiceations
complex at Cam Ranh Bay 1s located between Phan Rang and ITha Trang.

WEATHER

Weather throughout this arca cen be divided into the summer monsoon,
June through September, and the wintor monsoon, Hovember through April, with
the momths of lMay anl Octohrnr z2a periods of tronsition. During tho summer
monsoon the wind is pouthwestorly, cocusing cloud buildups on the western
slopes of the mountains, This results in a rainy season for the plateaus and
nountainous arcas during the summer non:chs while the coastal provinces have
cloar skics and good flying weather, The winter monsoon brings a northoa.st-
erly flow with the conditions roversed. The coastal provinces of Binh Thuan
and Nhin Thuan arce Yttle affected by either monsoon and have gencrally clear

weather the year roumd,
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Average rainfall in the nountain and plateaw arczs in 90 inches, and
on the coastal plain 87 inehes, The temmer~iurc on the coastal plain ranges
from tho mid 70's to the high 80's during the rainy season and low 80's to
high 90's duriny the dry season, The mountzing and Plateaus cxperience
tomperatures from the mid 60's to mid 80's during the wet season, end low
60's to low BO's during the dry scason., Winds are normally gusty at 10~15
knots with velocity inereasing with altitude. Surface winds un to 25 knots
are frequently encountered,

TIMDIGENOUS POFULATION

e IT Corps Pactical Zone has a population of approximzately 2,5 million
people, or just over 20& of the populzation of the Republic of Vietnam, The
ma jorlty of this pooulation is located alorng the coastal plain in the vicindty
of the citics, The mojority of these neople arc Amanesc,

he mountain ond platean reglons are inhabited chiefly by Montagnard
tribesnen., There are thirty-nine major tribes and some 150 subordinate
tribal groﬁps of these ncople living in the highlands of Vietnan, Cambodia and
Laos. BanlMe Thuot is tho traditional copltol of these people. The II Corps
Arca is inhebited by approximctely 500,000 liontagnmords, The largest tribe
in this region is the Rade, whose influcnee extends from Kontun to Ben Mo -

Thot,




17 4n Vet - 1€89 = The Enewgr
1 Janrery - 31 Masen

The new yoar ghiartes off with 2 ban': at Carrn Corvell y In eenin~ wiih
the oxpected me-Tet offensive, AL 7100 houwrs on 2 January 1969, Camn Coryell
came under itz fircat hogtile attacl: of ti.e woar viien ten ~ouwnds of 82mm mortar
fize fell on or near thoe cormorn’s  This ntfack resulied in negative casuatties
or danle.{;e to eqvimment or gvructures, On 3 Jaamany, ot 0150 hours, less than
five hours after the firgt attack, four rovnds of B-A0 roclets siruck the core
nound, also with nerpiive come s or cesunliics,

On 6 Januery, Com: Coryell aspin come under enemy mortar attacl;y, fouwrteen
Touncs of 82mm nortars sinucls the comnound from wnlmown enemy Hositions. Siy
UL1-I's were damaced and one vehicle dareged in the attack, iAttacked aspin
on 8 January at 2310 howrs, br zn unlmown size enery force using 82rm nortars,
twenty rounds sirue’: $he compouné, damardng three structures and woundins two
men, one of vhom died as a reauls: of his wounds,

Duing the wonth of February, Comp Corvell was relatively froe from enern:r

thacks, EHowever y on 23 February, ot 0100 oums, J0 rounds of 82mm morters
impacted on the compom'_ld from wmlnowm evemy loca'l;::.om:. Fegetive damnse res-
ultod "from tids attacl:,

In March the %em;o Meled v asmin, with Carvy Coryell receivin{;.six mor-
tar and roclet attzeim, The Tirst on A Fareh, occwned at 2310 hours, Tvrenty
nortars were fired with no ceomuzltics and no corves  lator that nisht, on 5
Maroh at 0130 hours, fourionn rouwsds of 70mm rcecoilless vere received, dam—
ardnr: five ?.;chre.ft. At 2145 houvrs on 12 larenh e 155th agein camc'mder_
li-ht attack, Wermtive damage zesulied from tie two B=A0 roclzaﬁs received,
The same nicht, at 0045 hours on 13 lhrch,f e wr::::n attack asnin, This time
seven rounds of 82mm mortass gtrucl: the corapotmr‘-.,' resultin-~ 01n damase to 5

[-1H's and UH-.1C, )

Cn the morning of 21 March at 0130 hourn, fifteen rovnais of Thmm recoilesg

rifle lended in the corround, damaring one UH-1C, On sunday, 23 March, the

A e B
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155 wan attacled in She rist of n com on- ¢exty., .8 Mersonncl were broiling

stealsm and opening bLecx:, six rounds of 122mnm »oclebs lrnded in the comiound,
Four enlisted men veire wounded Mwring ¥ils attacisn
hoeinsg the entize yeexr of 1968, Camy Corvell cane undex attack 28 times,

Dwring the querter 1 Jemuwery to 31 iamwmch 69, there wore 12 cnmmy attacls (i-

ol
rected at Camp Coryell,a 40)» quarterly incronsa.




155 in Vietnont 1969 = The Mission

1 Jomugoyr = 31 Trzen

v

The 15%th Lviation Compony Mumin:: the pemiod 1 Jarmzl - 31 laxch 69 con-

timued to mrovide suynont for the 23rd AT Ajvision ond other units with op~

erations in Iem Dons:, Darlcc, Tuyen Duc, Fhenh Hoso, znd Phu Bon rrovinecs.,

In addition, the 155th suprorted Sneeial Fc.t'cos; and 4%h Infantry Divi-
sion clements in the Pleilu-ientum Frovince arca.

Ti:hlisits of {hé period weres

On the third of J anua.rir a 135 ajreraft crashed into a mountain betweon
Pan lo Mok and Dalat, after soing IFR in lov clovds, The nilot died in tho_
orash and the siveraft commander, creichicf and qunner wese sariously injured,

O 5 Jonuary the 155th particimated in a miltivetialion conbat asscult
just north of Ban Ile Thuet. Providing ten sliclm and four pund, the conmeny
eirlifted 611 troons in BOG_Bor'tina in supnort of the 23rd ARVE Divinion and
2/35, 4th Infontry Division.

on 17 Jemary the 155th proviced mdne slicls and two momg to the 45th
ARTY Regiment, 25 ARVID Division for o combzt assmult south of Bon Me Thuot.
The assault wes continued on 18 Januery beeovse of weather delays the wrevious
day with siv sliclm and two sunn, The 155th lifted 1041 troonn in 415 sorties
durin: the two day oneration. Followings wy with dcily lorAdstic an? un sun—
ort, the 155th Falecons were cradited with § cneny 51104 Dy Axeraft and four
gtructures donitrored.

During the Janvary - March quact-xr, the 1558 nrovidnd combat asanuli
gupport to units of D23 (8F) and 45th Infontry Regiment (1EVi{) in ancas nesr
@iz Whia, Phon Co, Duc Iep, lac Thion, Bu Prong;, Duon o, Buon #lacl and
juang Maieu, The renull of The 155 support ecbivities for the quarter entding;

‘ .
%1 larch eve ~n follows.
mouns FICUM 6,235
SO IS TLOWH 21,317

PASHEHCENS 32,015




cineo (Tars) 433

EEY . 72
ST MOTUSES DILURCTD 24
CATPANS DGHI0YED 1
POV CLITURED 1

DENETCYT 1T5DIVAC 11




Growih Of W 150
1 Junuzy -~ 31 Larch 1960

-

In oxder that tﬁe 156th Lnen up with the over—incre~sings worlldead and
provide for optimum suphort e ehility, in addition to imwovin~ conditions
for assiinec personncl, the follovin ~ro-xars cnd nrojects wene initiated
during this quarter,

Penerriming of the refueling: srea and airntzin

Continued iuprovement in perimetos: dnfonacs

Steoped un hunker construction

Renovevtion of the compeny dayroom

Zrvarplon of Bth liod Dot ooz toxm foeilitien

Incroased cmphasiz on »ersomnel training srosrom

viation of ndi ht flirht training mrosrem o increasc cach indive

idunls’ nisht nroficioney and nrovide increaced overall mission readincss

canability,




155 In Vietnam 1969 - Mo Bnomy
1 Apil « 50 June

On 6 4april 1959, nt 2320 hours, Cam» Coryell ecme wnder erony attacl:,
Fourtron rowids of 62rm momhers, fi1od fronm un!."novn. encay locations, stzuclk
the commound, dzmagiing airht V=11 aircraft and twvo T-1C smshins, .lso
damooed vore twvo vehioles,

Agpin, on 25 Anril, the 155 was tho target of enomy attack, Ten rounds

of 82mm mortars atruck the compround, damaszin: four Uimill aireraft, two
vehicles and tvo structures,

During the month of Iiév, Carm Corvell foll vietim to encmy mortar att.
ack on only two dates, bedn: 14t three times in the some day in on instonce,
On 15 lay, at 0005 hours, 14 rounds of 82m mortar struck the comnovnd,
fired from unkiuowm positions, Three Uie1's and %wo UL-1C runships wore
dzpaged at this time. One i wns wounded and medavaced, ..t 0130 hours,
five rounds of 82mn were rceeived, thioc time with nemtive carege, Ammin,
at 2000 hours, the 155 reccived incoming mortars, 15 in number, In adde
itién, mmall arms fire '.;r?.s dirceted at. tho comyound, The POL storngn face
1lity received minor demesic 2s & rosult,

On 22 May, at 0115 hour:, Canp Corvcll came under combined mortar and
sapper attack. L total of 55 rounds of 50 ~nd 8%mm mortars, B=40 and B-41
rocketo, and 75m receilless strucl: the compound, & aml) sapper tcam ene
tored the compound in the PL%E aron, and wore able 4o demim or destroy
cight shructures and nine vehieles. Two aireraft rocrived major damapn,
and two received minor drmase, One elvilisn mard was 8lirtly wounded.,

Junc of 69 wmn the first month gince Sertember of 58 thot the encmy
failed to attack Camp Corycll, The 155 zemained alert, hovever, beeaunc

of the continuos attacks on Ban Me Thuot City and outlyins arcss,

-~
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1551 I VIETHLD 1959 - TTT IMISSION

1 APRIL - 30 JUIT

In April, the 155th flow its aircraft in its normel support role for
units throughout II Corns Tactical Zone,

The gecond half of ipril, however, was marked by o tromendous upsurge
of cnemy activity. This resulted in the 155th providing aircraft for 22
combat asmaulis for B-23, (SF) 45 Regiment, 23rd ARVE Division, and Darlac
Scctor, The 155th also bcgan supporting B=-50 Special Forces in theilr op—
orationg, Most of the support for Tesck Force ‘.Joorl; opcrating in the vie-
inity of Bu Prang, came from the 155th.

May brought about the end of our support to Task Force Woor‘;; with
155¢h "Stagecosnch' Slicks and Tflcon" Gunohips removing the last of THW's
troops from the Bu Prang arca on 18 lay, Atotal of 18 combab naoaults weore
conducted throughout Moy in support of TF Yood, 2 MSF, B-23 (5 SFG) and
45 Rogiment (23 ARVE Division)e

On 23 May, three ships supporting B-30 (SF) wero hit by grownd fire,
causing one to be a total loen with the loms of two creowmembers and two
paggengers. The company had © total of cight aircraft damnged on combat
missions in May,

During the month of June, in nddition to stoady doily support of uits
{n its normal arca of operations, the 155th‘providcd aireraft for a total
of 16 combat zssenlta, The largest of these occurcd on 21 June, vhen tho
155th provided 5 sliclks and two guns, moving over 900 troops to an arca
southweot of Ban Mc Thuot.

The 155th also provided two Btageboach slicks and two Falcon gunshipo
in support of daily intelligence~gntiering ngnd ffor® ojerations. '

Although Cam) Coryell did not come undcr cnemy attack in qunc,T Ban

Me Thuot City ond outlying hamleots and inctallations werc herd hit by the




oncmy, Theae ~ttacks nceenaltated the 1~anchingy of four gunnhino and o
> L.

flarc ship on round-thowclock support of the besicged villages fouth of
Ban Me Thuot 2t Iec Thien.

During onc of the night support missions, o commrnd and control air-
craft with ncveral nossengors on board ran into IR conditiona on approach
to Loo Thicn airgtrip. The aircraft crashed into the lake and overtumned,
Miraculously, no one was injured, élthough the aircraft was complately
destroved, In a daring rescuc, the 155th commender hovered near the wrecked
afreraft and allowed the wet survivors to bosrd his aireraft,

Statistics for pupport nrovided April-Junc 1969, orc as followsi

Sortics 19,838
Hours 6,968
Coxrgo (Tons) 210
Pasoongers 32,689
Encmy IB. T

Structurcs Destroyed 13




15575 I VERIRLLL 1949 - TITD CcorPiny

1 4PRIL - 30 J'E

The 155, durins the sacond quartor of 1969; aid much worl zimed at
improving 1iving and worldn:s conditions for ite asaismed poersonnel at
Ceir? Coryell., Some of the more cignificant im:wovenrntn wero:

The COC (Combat Opcrations Centor) wms renovated end further srotectod
with ¢ chain link fonce,

All the structures on »ost were completely romainted,

Flzxe nots were installed to 1i/ht the runwaxr ot ni-ht,

All the revetnents wore topned with &P,

The defonsive perimcteor 1as strengthoned with adddtional wirce barricrs
and the introduction of a +30 Caliber mochinn gun on ton of the /1ir Foreo
obsorvation tower,

. iy nev buntars wern conntruetod so that thore is sufficiont bunlnr
srace for all pernonncl during cttacla,

The revetment arca and many sreas of the enntonment arca wrre roe

gurfaced with penerrime,

A mn chambor was constructed for 0 naalk daata,

L 25 moter small zrms tost firing ran-e wos instituted,

-,
L]

nev dayroom was built and stocloed with rocrertional equiment and

books,

The company swirming nool, inactivna i'or_'tho pest yoam, was relined,
refilled, and the oxes around it was revavaed, '

It was officially raopened the last woek in Moy, with 155 Conn.l?.ndor-,
Fajor Bobby L Moors, being the first to take tho plomsn, To hin regret,
he forzot to got his clothen off in time,

The above immrovoments plun additional internal improvementis in omne

.orations, administration, end the sosvice mlatoon, helped to increase the




rride of the individual in hin vnit ~nd furtier micaion necormlinhiment,

On 25 Jun~ 1939, Injor Bohmy L linoor. ralincuinhod command of the 155th
Aviation Cocrny (Lslt flol) to deior Dean I Owen, formerly asei-ncd to
TFTV hoadgquesrtnzn,  Tho shengo of oorsnend ocoxenony van hald =% Compn Coryell
and wn attended by dimitarien of tha 23rd AQVY Division, Dorlac doctor,
Dotoclhment B-23 (5th bpoeial Forees Grouw,, Colonel Melnon Malone, Commnd-
Ing Officer of 17¢h nviation Groun (Combet), and LiC Jnvie L stanley, 10th

Avization Battalion (Combat) Comnondesze  Mojor licors was menonbod the

Bronze Star for Servicn =znd tho Vistnamese Crogs of Ge1l-ntry.




155TH I VI WML 1969 - THD ETMY

1 JULY - 30 SEPTEIBZR

After 2 period of seven weekn without an cncuy attack on Comp Coryell,
the longest period of reapite the 155 had seen in two ycars, the night quict
was ofnin broken by inconing rounds, On 23 July at 2333 hours, five B=40
rockets and tcn 82mn mortsrs struck the compound, e to inercascd bunker
foeilitios, and the overduc naturc of the attock, the rounds inflicted nes
gative damnge to porsonnel or cquipment,

Again, thorc was 2 long poriod without ecncmy attrck on Camp Coryell
in July ond August, Finally, the compound wng attacled on 1é Auwgust, Barly
in the morning, o total of 37 rounds struck the compound, landing not only
in the corral and dustbowl but in the billeting é.rcas as wclls Ton B=40
roclets and 27 B2im mortars impacted, caouwsing demmpge to four UH-1H's, and
onc UH-1C, ten stmcturecs, ~nd four vechicles, Eleven personncl were
woundcd during the attack. Foleon gunshipe and o flarechip were launched,
but tecouse of difficulty encountered in gotting eloaronee to fire, ro-
turned with ncrntive results,

The 155 was not subjeet to cnemy attack during the entire month of
Scptenber,

In lete August and carly Secoptomber of 1968, the 155=-supported arcas
of Bu Prang and Duc lan weore the targets of a long, hord-hitting offensive
by thc cnemys, Due lap in particulnar wnn the foczl point of cnomy nctivity
in the 155%h's arca of opcrations during thot yeor,

A1l sources of informotion gnthered thus far in 1969 :Lndicatod_t}m.t
the cnemy was planning a 1969 offcnnrivo aimed once again 2t Duc Inp,

The end of the summor monsoon and the beginning of the winter monsoon
brought about o great increaso in ononmy activity in large parte of the 155'c

arca of opcration, Although the rainy weather mreeludod any lorge acale




cnery activity during July and iuwgunt, towrd the end of September the leso-

oning rainfall afforded the cnemy goonter cage of mobility, as won inde
icated by large tiroop buildups in the border arc~o Went and Southwest of
Duc I-ﬂ-po




155TH T VITIEAM 1969 - TU MISSION

1 JULY - 30 SEPTHELRR

An encmy buildup quite pimilax to that which accuwed just before the
battlo of Duc Iap in 1968 had been eovidenced by intelligence reports roc-
cived from the Duc Inp ~ Bu Pranpg arce,

To increzsc our information concerning cnemy activitien in the arcas

around Bu Prang and Duc lap, the 155 conducted numcroun sniffer missions

in those arcay in nupport of the 23rd ARVN Divioion ond B-23 {Spacinl Farces),

Much valuable intelligence wan gathered and many significant éightingn
wore mrde,  Several ground oparations were conducted by thc supported unito
as a result of theone eniffer findings, with good recults,

Ag a reoult of informitisn grthored rogerding a probable onemy offen-
sive in the Duc lap aron, the 155 was becoming increasingly committed in
an attempt to provide adequate support to the units in the Ban Mo Thuot
gupport zone. Duc to inercarcd mission roquircments, the 155 wos glven
opcrational centrol of as many as tweonty additional airecraft during this
poriod. This more thon dcublcd the mission cnpabiliti-s_of the 155, but
put the 155 opercotions under a secvere strain as o result.

July aleco morked the :cturn of the commany's support to B-50 opcrations,
In addition a comitment to 2nd, 3rd, and 5th MSF‘(Mikn Strikc Farcc) wns
addod at this time,

The resupply, eniffer, B-50, and cormand and control requiromente
placcd on the 155 at this time procluded supporting any groct number of
combat assaults, A total of 27 were ceonducted within the July-Septembor
quarter, Some 9f the highlights of tKis periods ‘

On 18 July, aftor being insecrted by 155 aircraft south of Ban Mc Thuot,
two IRRP tcoms came into contact with an cnomy force. Ono Strrocoach and

two Falcons were dispatched to the arca. One gunship received domge from




ground fire but the Foleon torm weae crodited with 13 cnemy killed by adr

during the action.

.

On 25 July, vhile cunporting four slicks on o B=23 troon movement,
a palr of 155 smunchins cxpended, killing five sneny soldicrg.

The nonth of Lupuct wvnes mrrked by the intenzive incerease of sniffer
operations cénductod for intelligence gothering purpeses. Two sots of ane
iffer missions were run dnily in and around Darlac and Quang Due Provincos.
Those mizsions were given high prioritics due to the nced for gothoring

& mach in%clligence as possible on cnony movements and activitica, Al
though hnmpered by dctoriorating wenthor conditions, the results of these
micoicns proved lntcr to be of great aseistaice in plenning for the coming
cnemy offensive,

Ir Scpteomber the 155 wno again given the comaitment to suphort B-50
operationn. Four olicks ~nd four guns werce provided cnch dny for the on-
tire month for this nission.

Ag in July and Swnet, Scpfomber wai choracterized by the nresence
of n gront nmumber of alrcraft from throushout XX Corne oporating in the
Bon Mo Thuot sarea, This wos duc to the nced to provide increascd tactical
and logistical Aviation sunport to units operating in the Bu Prong - Gin
Hghia - Duc lep trianglc, Consequently, oo mny an 35 alrcraft from othox
units were working in the Bon Me Thuot area, with 155 operations acting
a8 controlling zgency, plocing on additionql worldoad on the 155 for opor-

ational and mainten ancc support,

e e A e




155TH 11 VIITIUM 1969 - T3 CONPANY

1 JULY « 30 SEITREIDIR

The 155th continued in itn off-wts to luprove freilitics ond cone
ditinns for its personmel during this quarter, Some of the notable ime
provementds

Cld and inndequate bunkers were torn dovm and ronlaced with new and
laxoor astructures,

Concrote pavement wns poured to conncet 21l living arens with a paved
surface,

& new above surface miniport nren wns constructed to replace the old
undcrground aysten. A single linc system with scven UH-1 ond one CH-A7
refucling stotions wes put in use, The miniport now hns o 20,000 gnllon
cnapacity.

Renovation of the dog kennels in anticipntion of the roturn of a k-9
gccurity dctachneont,

Congtruction of guard bunkers nlons the south perincter fonce,

Instnllotion of o mingfield inside the northeast perincter,

An interior guard tower was cquinved with = 50 caliber mnchine gun
and a xcnon light,

Rewiring of all billets,

Morale during this third qu~rter docrcased to o certnin degree, This
waa caused by severnl factorn, The NCO-TI1 ¢lub wna clored in ecarly lugust
duc to management difficultiea, lcoving the cnligted porsonnel without foe
cilitien for recrcation during off.duty hours,

Additionally, many ohips ond crovs fron other units were staying with
the 155 on an indefinite "RON" basmis. The presence of these "OPCONM oxcws

cronted a certain amount of frictiom between the mon. Most of those pro-

bleme wero quickly resolved by introducing additionsl billeting fncilitics,




to the gencral state of prenny

Statistics for 155 support for the July - Sentorber perilods

Hours

Sertieo

Passenpors

Gargo (Tons)
Encrgeney ledeovee
Encrry 11lnd By idr

Structuran Destroyed

cinnng eof the unit,

14033
19,151
29,307

321
14
20




