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Serving in direct sup:Jort of the Free Horld i"orc<ls :u,C. the Ar"~' of the 

avi1\tion units of the sam':! size and structure. Formed origineJJ.y as Co .:1, 

1st !~vi~.ti.on Battalion, 1st Infa11try Division at ;"ort Riley, K8.11S.').S, the unit 

arrived at VU"1g Tau, Vietm"':t on 1 Nay 1965. llo"ine; il;me'~.ic,tely 'co Dan He 

Thuot, with an 2.irc)caft complement .f 24 Uil-1lJ's the ",dv211c,"l J?I'.rty \/"'.s 

welcomed b:,' LTC Del:,·ert To\li.'.send, Former Command"lr of the 52nd .Aviation 

b",ttalion. Ai·ter much preparv.tion and many training hours through which the 

men of Co A becQlnCl proficient in the new and <iemnnding techni(,ueo of flying 

in I), comb~·.t zone, the company was declarei operationa.l on 1 J\L:. 6::. 011 

20 Nov 65, Co A wc.s redesignated as the 155~h .\Vii'.tion Com;:>any (tir liobile 

Light). Ullofficial1y the 155th was directed 1;/ 1st Avi<ction :·ri;;,,<ia to 

designate itself the 155th Assault Halicopter Company. At ttat time that 

designation w.:.s in effect for B.."i.l ,tir l!obile Light Aviation COI0.par,ies through-

out Vietnam. In 1969, th"l 155th was dj.racted to redasignt~te itself the 155th 

Avktion Company (.~3sauH ;·Ielicop·ter). 

From the first, t;19 155th' s two airlift plato OIlS were hOlm. !'.S the 

"Stage Coaches;l; ,",hil'J the l!.Tiue(: Platoon was called. the "Fnlcoi:Js". Ucder 

these mllLS the men of the 155th have spread t:1eir reputntion for accomplishing 

their mission "hile J1\c\intdning the highest of safet; st.?ndttrds ane". aircr£l.ft 

a.J8ihbili ty throughout VietlUl!il. Flying from ~e.igon in 'til" south to Dak Pek 

e.nd I Corps in the north, from the coastal plain to the Cmbodi:?., torder, 

the Stage Coacn - Falcon teem :w.s flo"n over 115, OOOhotlrs in suP:'ort of the 

alliee. forces combatinG the thrent of COmmunism in southel1.st Asj.a. 

This histo~" is dedicated to all those mell who have se:rvel. and are serving 

·"Ull the l55th Aviation Company Ilnd its attached uni'~ si;1ce its arrival in 

th3 nepublic of 11).::Jtnam, with special trilute to those officers, warrant 

officers ~nd O:1.1is',,·;;d· ::~d 3,-"·.V3 their livos Tor' a i1'3e 'Wo'r2c1. 
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Ci~ iP CO'.~'-GLL 

C=1' Cor;roll, }lOme of ·t;lll 155th AvhUon Co (A:~), a;.1,1 the f,,-cilHies an(1. 

a'(;moCl)llCU! i-G ~~1:i:oYidcn ::J..:L""'O u:a:':';e l~r res)on'Ji ~l~ for ·~::~O success of the 155"1;11. 

~':,e 155'ch Conro-ny D.l:8a, deoiJ!lotl for tao'Heal convenience, is aml.."1.rlant lrHh ~ . 

Danrula trees, fl,o~/CrinQ; :plo."1.'~s and in GO'l~ral hao D. ,~.;L'een car<l.cn-lil:e o:tnosphere. 

The:,-e are t:1ree u,.-'to-c1.a;be, well equi~)''9rl clnbo in '1;1,0 conna:lY are!). -1;0 yrovide 

enbe:· .. l;airuon'o and re1,!lJ!K·,;i;ion for 'l;hellel:oOm'1el of 'che OOlTI::>a!'Y. Sport3 facilities 

a..:.--e prl.!!senb ,,·d·~hin 'b~c area, affo:;,:d.inr:; p9J:tJol"'l1el '1;1113 o;Y;lorG1.url"i;y -co pla.~" soft­

ball, l.u:"jke·~i1;.:1.11, f'';ld. 'tollay ball, East "i;reasurcG. of t~le rec::oea"bion-orionted 

facilities is ';;110 In.:::'03 sl·rL1ninc pOol Jo.ca;teil. in t:lEl conoe!: of the 155'oh area. 

A cool swim aHar a lk=d, ho';; d,,,-,' is one of '~hc bc~:rt no=le buileJcrn availn:ble. 

,. 
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1965 

1 • PP'C Mich •. el E. Davis 21 Oct 65 

2. 1.101 J osellh S. H~ler 21 Oct 65 

3. 5P5 willLull J. Johnson 21 OCt; 65 

4. lL'£ H '.rold A. Preisendefer 21 Oct 65 

1966 

1 • t.O iugene ~!. Caswell 27 K"'1 66 

2. "'/0 llich2.el E. Coryell 30 Hov 66 

3. PFC Richard Z. Dcttney 27 t;,.,.'.' 66 
• 

4. ;'0 Reymol1d L. Ford 29 liar 66 

5. fl'C Grego~r L. Hill'3r 20 Dec 66 

6. WO Phillip C. Smith 29 Mar 66 

7. i'~'C J ames ·.'2~ker 30 .. ov 66 

ll. ",iO Eilmer J. ::illingham 30 iiov bb 

9. 5P4 John H. tlood 30 ilov 66 

1967 

1. Sgt. Keith D. Griffin 16 Har 67 

2. ;:01 TerrSJ1Ce reI son 23 ~ia~r 67 

3. SP5 Ja..."Jles G. Patterson 16 H.'.r 67 

1968 

1. :-10 Willis ',j. Sl.lith 19 .tpr ~8 

2. 11"1' Deill1is 5, Paintllr 19 +,r 68 

3. SP5 James l·:iculus 
,. 

19 Apr 68 

4. SP4 Frank L. I··reedls 19 .lpr 6(: 

5. ;-101 Paul if. Larson 19 Apr 6!:; 



1----

6. ;,01 ii~r ..:Sl't Ile'.j-a s:dc1a 19 Apr 68 

7. SP4 John d. Erooks 19 Apr 62 
8. 3P4 Oran , i;cC,,-rool f_ • 19 li.pr 58. 

9. lLT Fred O. Prlltt 26 AUf; 6e 

10. -'01 ~lilli"jn 0 .. H,J,r\10od 8 6ap 68 

II. ;,101 RedHch s. Koppel 8 Sep 6D" 

12. '.;01 Hicnu,.'d C. Pugh 28 Dec SC; 

13. 3P4 James 1), 3u:l..ahe.zy 24 Jilll 6G 

14. 3P5 -,jilliw ~ister 6 iet 6I:l 

15. SP4 &lll.".rd J.iiill".n 4 Har 68 

16. SP4 Jrunss l.:hr:.i1n 4 l·~··.r 6fs 

17. 5,,,G Robert Pinkston 13 Har 68 

1969 

1 • rOl ROl':lld lic}~.r:! 3 Je.n :'9 

2. SP4 llicM,rci Sse G Jon 69 

3. ·,lOl Terr/ L. Crawforo. 27 F," 69 

4. SP5 ;\rmando P.apdrez 23 rUt :' 69 

5. ~. , 
3· ,ntiago Q.d1Li.1K"I!l..'1 rJ:' U 23 Ira. 69 

6. SP5 Ilich n: hedaris 5 l!ov 69 

7. SP5 John ;!.. Payne 5 No"; £)9 

8. :3P4 Hicha d G. Bauer 5 ··'·'ov 69 

• • • • • • •• t.h5.s h1 .• '3tor.;r dedic<.\ ~',ed to tihs men of tt'1e 

155th; to those who foug:tt el1d HVJd e.nd to those IIho fougilt ,'.11(: di.;,cl., 

to those who !Jave much and to those ,~ho gav3 e.lI. .. 

-~-----'------ .. -.--.-""-'------'-------­'-'~------'-~---------'---------'-'------ ---
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On 26 December 1969, I aS3untnJ' conUil·\l·(:. of th'J ).5~'t!1 .~vh\tion Company 

(,tsseult Helicopter). Since that dnte, I never ce;:se to ba 8jit,zed 1)' the 

profession.-,1ism, dedicntion and Zsprit De Corps ti!at exist:'! 1.Ji'o11j.n this 

Ul1i t. 

A unit ,ustory is non-existant withou'\; th", ciai1"', often t:Lr.les mundane, 

Hci',ivities of flyinZ. These missions run the gauntle'~ froiU VIP support, 

CODlLJ.:md ,-.nd co,,'orol '~o providj.n:; ,'\ tre.nsport.o,tj.on se:-vic(3 to ir,dig:.nous 

t:-ibesmar,. Periodj,cally though, the ul tiJ;w,te test for ~.n;l' U:l:'-~ !!lUst l'e 

experienced-·cor'lb2.t. Throughout tha pa:;ps of this histor:' for 1969, th~ 

oiEce:o:s and men of th(3 155th continually met the test end never f~l'o3r(3d 

2n denying the CODUiltll'ist forces victory. 

Ijo unH is comprised of raachines ~,nd equipme:ct, bnt r2.<~h3r v, w·.it 

consists of men. Th')se roml, for the most pat non-carasrest, CODe from 

ell w;}lks m:d st,],tiOllS of life. lheir (3cuc).tion, etemie b,,-ckp-ound ,lr:d 

r,)ligious beHefs m8.;,· differ htt as soldi(3rs th(3Y h.Jx, ,nri,-"d in the 

,{"public of Vietnam >lnd ronde this unit uho.t it is-a cO:li3si"'~ • agr(T3ssj.ve teron. 

It is to these man, who de.ily Duke hi star:;, , thd this docume,,'c is dod-

ic,.tsd. It is also dediCl'.ted to futurtl lJe:n:.ers of t'h3 155t;1 so ti, -,t thoy 

continue carI".'!~.l)g forw,.~rd the iclec~s of fr.3e<2om. '/ 

, ,,/ /' ':/ ':' ' , ~ 
." .. _ .... -/--.. /., .. ,.,./1 :/1 77, i'/~'(.U-?( . - . ~{ . ,"'l .. e:.-.' • .........~ . 

.. /,,' G"", :.;" 0' LUI-I .' .I!iJ.\. ... i.1J h. j 

i4tLJ, IH 
~o;'unanding 
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REGIOlTAL ANALYSIS 

The II Corps 'ractioal ZOllO, in "r:'ioll Bon He T:lUOt is loeated and in whioh 

the 155th Aviation ComJ?8.11Y renders the majority of Hs support, covers an area.. 

of 32. "i2~j S·,·l,'.xO miles or 49% of the land area of South Vietnnm. Its western 

bord"r ls )/f " '0 j C',, G l~;~g and in common with Laos nnd Cw-bodia.. The eastern 

border 10 "::'::':':';"-'~ .. ".:.' ~'JO !Uiles of coastline bordering the South China Sea. 

The ar:m. is I; .', ::- <: .:!:! ,,'.c..; in the north and 342 miles wide in the south. This 

area 1.:: p:'l ,tt", i:,-:>:c':,a into the provinces of Kontum, :ilinh Dinh, Ploiku 

Phu Bon, .~.n·:;, -:"" :'.,~ ~i1 the 22nd ARV1T Division Tactical Zone, and Darlac, KanJ:! 
. . 

Hoa, Q,u2.ng \)'.,c. T~;-.m :!Juc, l,unh Thu<'1J1, Lam Dong, and Binh Thuan in the 23rd 

ARVli Dvision 'factical Zono. Geog;."aphica.l1y, this area ma;y be divided imo 

threo major areas. 

1. The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long flat, often marshy terrain 

not more than t~rent:r miles .dde from the sea inland. This area is formed by a 

serios of numerous river deltas interrupted by a rock ridge line running 

steeply to the 908.. This area is almost entirely undor cultivation, with 

four rice crops a year. 

2. Tho tloutain roc;ion extonds from north to south 8.1nost the entire 

length of the II Corps Tactical Zone. ;]llevation rnnge from 3,000 to 8,000 

feet, with the eastern oloVCEl quite steop a.nd the wcstern moro gradual. Rain 

forests cover three qunrtero of tbic r.xca. with most of the rOJ!l.ai:1der covered 

~rith open, deciduous (STowth. Cultivation is liroted. to SI".all, cleared areas 

on relativoly nat land. Flying in thisf area. io. vc.rj b..",-zcrdou(J ~rith forced ,. 
landing aroas practically non-cxistant, ceilings frequently very law and winds 

unpredictable. 

3. The plateau raglon is locatad wast of the mountains and is comprised 

of the Kontum Plateau in the north and tho Dar1a.c Plateau in the south. This 

._---_. __ .. _------,,---------------..... _--.. _._-._---_.-------
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region has a.ltitudes ran(;i.ncr from 1,000 to 3,000 foo·c ,dth gently rolling . 

hill!! and much open c.rea. ;thm:o tho ooil L; mt under cultivation, a thiok 

gro~rth of rrras~, to a !1eie;:rc of eic;ht to ton feet, covurs t!1e ground. Where 

adequate draino.gc is provided, this area Hill support four veGCtable orops 

yearly. 

The princi,nl cities of thio area are Ph.".n Thiet, Phrm Rang, Nh'3. Trang, 

and Q)..ti Nhon on the ooaotal pb.inl Dalat in the mountains! and Bo~1 Ne Thuot, 

Plciku, and· Kontum on the plateaus. Tho mtljor routes of this aron. arc' 

Route #1 'lai"on - Dru"::mg (eoastal route) 

Route #11 Dalat - P1= Ik'Ulg 

Route #14 Sdgon - Em 110 Thuot - Pleilcu - Kontum 

Route #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon 

Route i/20 8('.igon - Dalo. t 

rtoute 11-'21 EM He Thuot - l:nm Trang 

The Republic's major redl line parallela Route #1 alenG its entire length 

wi th one Sptlr line from Phn.n Rang to Dah'1.t. 'fhe logistical and cODl!ltmications 

oomplex at; Cam Ranil Bay is looo;ced bet~roon Phan Rang and ~1ha Trang. 

'feather throug110ut this area ron be divided into the summer monsoon, 

June through September, and the ~1int0r momoon, llovomber through April, nth 

the morrthll of Hay mrl Ootober as 1JCriods of tr('.l1sition. During the EIUIDIller 

monsoon the wind is ouuthwostorly, o('.using oloud buildups on too western 

slopes of the mountains. ·rlris results in a r~.iI1Y season for the pL'1.teaus and 

Clountainous areas during the SUlllIllcr nontha wIrile the coastal provinces have .. 
010= skies and good flying weather. The winter monsoon brings a northoast-

erly now with the oond! tions reversed. The coasta.l provinces of Binh Tbuan 

nnd Nhin Thu..-m are little affected by either monsoon Md have gcnomlly olear 

wcather the year round. 

• 

I 
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Average rC\infnll in t:lC r.lutUltaill c.'l(l pbteau are2.9 in 90 inches, a.nd 

on the coastal pl:dn 87 inc11C:1. Tho t0r:1:?Cr"/';11.rO on -the cO[l.}1tG'..l plain ranges 

£rom tho mid. 70'0 to tho hiClh SO'a d.uring tho r::d.ny 90[1.90n and low BO's to 

high 90' B (lurin:; tho dry oeason. The r.lountains and pl..'1.teau:J experionco 

temperatures from tho mid 60's to mid BO's during tho wet season, end low 

60'e to low 80's (luring the dry Beason. Winds are normn.lly {5Usty at 10-15 

knots with velocity increasing with e.ltitude. Surface winds U:,? to 25 knots 

are frequently encountered. 

DlDIGE110US POPULATIOH 

" 

The II COrlJO Tactioal Zone MS a population of approximately 2.5 million 

people, or junt over 20& of the popu12.tion of the Republic of Vie-tz=. The 

rnajurit;' of this pepulation i9 located a1ol",g the coastal plain in the vicinity 

of the citios.rho mo.jorit:r of those ycop10 are Annaneso. 

Tho mounte.in D.."ld p1[1.toflu re(;ions =e irJJD.bi ted ohiefly by Montagnard. 

tribesucn. Thero are thirt~'-nino mn.jor tribe~ and Selme 150 subordi!lllte 

tribal groups of t:lCse ::?Cop1e living in the highla.nds of VietIk'l1:1, Cambodia and 

Loos. Ban He Thuot is tho traditiolk'1.l cOo:?itol of those people. The II Corps 

Area. is il"_he.bitod 'b'.r approxim::'.tely 500,000 l'ionta,;r.=<l.s. 'rho lc"IXG'Qst tribe 

in this region is tl'lc ROode, whose influoncc extonds from Kontun to Ben Mo . 

Thuot. 

,. 

-----------_ .. __ ._-------- -_._._---------_ .. _--_._----_ .. _---_ ... _-----_ ... _--------- ------_ .. --_. 



1 : i.n 7 int,'nm - 1 S' 69 - The> Enei':(l' 
1 Jt\nn,~.r:r - 31 IF.ceil 

camp. unCl,p.r i trJ fi:s:st hootilp. at'hac;,: of '~;,e> ~r,~n.r In:,en t~n :-:Otu1<1,n of 82mm mort.."l.:'Z 

five h.ours o.nm: t:,e first 1:'.t'cac!c, four rOI'!l(:s of Il-~.o roo:::etB S'~rt',cl~ t11" con-

On G Janu.:'.r:l", Oo.rr Coryell U{j3.in come t'!l(1.er e"amy mo:-:ta:: atta01:, fourtp.en 

rotthc1.s of 82rmn norta;,~G s'~~'ucl: ',;he com')ouncl from unlnolo/ll enemy :)09ition8. Six 

on 0 Jamll?,r~' at 2:;10 hou:;:s, b~" p.n UllI:n01-n1 size eneny force usinC' 82tU'J mor~s, 

a-;;';:acl".8. houever, on 23 Fobrltar,r, c.t 0100 ;:o~s, 30 rounds of 821llr.l mort2.rs 

inlp:l.oted on 'ella COt'l,:,olmc1, from unl:noHn C!l<'llDY 10c2;;;ionn. liee,ntivn (lalll",{-Xl ros-

ultoc1, 'from this attack. 

In llarcll the '~~m:;,o )io!;n(l, up a:,nin, ui th Car:l~) Coryell r"lceivin(; six mor-

1:a.r and roc!:~ attacl::n. The first on .t Na.rch, occtu~od at 2:;10 hours. THlmty 

lhrch at 0130 hOtlrR, fOUt":;onn r01t',lcCn of 7:= rccoilloos Here roceiv~(l" (1.a,m,.. 

li:ht a.ttack. lff!(:;?tivc Ganni;'C! r~snHe(l from t210 tirO }J-J!O roc~;Ats J:~Mivcc1. 

Tho sruno nicht, a:h 0011,5 hours on 13 l£>.roh, lIe \l~::-'" at'Gc.ck :1.::,n~c11. This time ,. 
snven rounds of 32nm1 morto.:':13 strucl: tho com).lOunc:, resl.u.'dn,,; in (Ial1R(;O to 5 
UIT-1H's and UH-1C. 

On tho U1ornin" of 21 llarch a.t 0130 hotu:-n, fif.'toon rO\1lr1s of F'illlll reeoilosl1 

rifle )$,nclo(l in tho cOm;:'ound, (\.arn(:in«( onn UII-1C. On Gunc1ay-, 23 I!a.rch, the 

I ... 
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15~ m>.1l at'baolDcl in '1;110 '·'i·'.st of r. com' r.n:' :.8 J<'.rnonnol ,,,,,ro broilinn 

Durinr: tho on:;i::,., yer.r of: 1960, C=:.l Corynll om.le un(l.o:;:, 8:1;';;ac1: 20 timcs. 

DurinG tho qll<'xtnr. 1 J~.llur.r:r to 31 1:.".:.:oh 69, thm:e wore 1~ Cl1'lIUY n.ttaol:s ti-

reoted at C8.mp CorY0.11, a. ~.o;', 'lll<'.rt,.,rly incr,.,::\8n. 

---.. --------
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155 in Vio"hnnrl 1959 - ~1'1 rIillrlion 
1 J r'.np.c~:::~ - 31 i:~ =011 

ora.tions in I.ru.l Dont;, Dark.c, Tuyem Due, 1'hc.:.1h lioc., c.uel Phu :Bon :p=ovino(')s. 

In addition, ·tIl" 155th su:,?~'o~tod S~)"cial Fo.~eos, ~.nr1 I:.'ch Infn.ntr,' Divi-

sion cloments in tho Pleil;l.l-IContum I'roviliec aroo.. 

;U:~lij.lts of j;>~ :pcriocl uore I 

On tho tllird. of J p.nU2xy a 1?j t'.ircrn.ft crc.shO(l into 2. monnt;:\in betuecn 

fun He Thuer\; [1.nd :;:hlat, aftor ,;oin.::; IFR in 1m! C101.\(1s. Tho :;>i)ot eline1 in tho 

crash c.nd 'cho 2.iJ:'eraft COIIll!lt:mdor, crmrchicf e.nr: ((l1.IU10r um:c Beriousl~' injured. 

On 5 J8.n1k".r:r tile 155th partici::w.tnQ in 8. Iil\tHi~J('.ttalion combat asso.ult 

jus'~ north of Ban lIe TI1UOt. Providin{:; ten n1ic1:s [md four r:uns, tho cOrl:"any 

c.irlincc. 611 'croops in 30C; SOr-~i0S in sUl'C'ort of the 23rr1. AIlV!; Divinion ;:\n(l 

2/35, l~th L-uc.ntry DiviSion. 

On 17 Jr.mtexy the 155th proYit.o(l. lrlno slicl:;s [1.nc1 'ClTO r\-c\IlS 'co the 45th 

ART" RnGiment, 25 AilVil Division for 8. conb::.t assr..ult sou:tll of }Jrm lIc TllUot. 

The assault '\'73.0 oontinu~c'. on 18 J:::w.~uery boo(,,1..1.9C of \'7r:r;'t;hcr <1.nlays the :y--:eviop.9 

e1=in,"; the t\TO en;'! o::eJ:ation. Follovine: tl:' ~Ti th ('\c.ny lo(·;iAtie =". (:un oU:,?:?­

ort, the 155th Fn.lcons \TO:r.C e:;:r.c'.Hoc'. wHit 6 ennl'l~' 'ItUod :By :'.iJ:c:r.~,ft and four 

DurinG tho J~.nl.'£.r~r - llarch '1.tte::t·x, tho 155'"11 y.rovid",: c()mbat MS!'.tllt: 

su:p:?o:r.t to units of :B-2; (SF) and 45th Inf~.n·~r:r Rc(;imr.nt (lcTIV1;) LTl O.:::CM ne~.r 

. .' 

31 liaxch axe I'.n follmTtl. 

IIOUIlti FIu.m 6,235 

--_._---------------""_._--.. _------------_ .. ,-----._.-
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C1J!C{) (TOlTfJ) 433 

El'l'lI"Y :::B:. 72 

'3!! ":nCT1Lt"11S D:'1IJ':lt!":-:-:!j) 211-

u..U]? .. ~!iS D.:];}.':.:~OYmD 1 

PO" C.:.lTUI;!l!l 1 

::Jl E:.t,.J!]l."C': I CD IV.i.C 11 
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Gro",,;;::. Of fl111n 15~~ 

1 Jun1.1. ~.::y - :: 1 I :r.rch 19()9 

provicln for oj?ti= sUIJ:~ort c~.:-':-.'JilH:·, in a(h'J.'don to i.'T)rovin'" conc'.itiono 

for e.noi(;n"(~ pcroonllol, tho folloHin :,'ro'=r'B r.ne1. ~coj"ctfJ trm:o initie.t(1(l 

clurinC thin quarter. 

Continu0.o. ittprovomcnt in ];lCrinC!tm:o (~0.fnnf30.s 

StO:9pocl u~ hunl:nr oonstruction 

Rcnova't ion of the com:p2.ny c1.a~TOom 

Ini'_in.tion of niC~yb fli(ht tr8.inin,; prOC.;cr.Iil to il'lCrOD.Se each in(~iv-

iclu.-'l.).s' nir.Jlt yr,:'oficioncy o.nCl )'rovide increaccil. overall mission raacllncsB 

cayability. 



155 In Vidnam 1969 - rl~lO Enemy 
1 Ap::il - 30 Jl1Ile 

On 6 ;lj1ril 1969, r.t 2320 hours, Cam') Coryoll c~.mc nnrler nlcor,w attacl~. 

d.,'\!l1O.C:N1 lTOro t110 vohicloo. 

A(;E.in, on 2:> A'11'il, tho 155 was the t2J:[(ct of enemy a'G'G~ck. Ten rouncla 

of 82lllr.l mo):'·cn.rs struck the comround, dnlTIf"G'in:; four 1IT'~ m e.L~cr2.ft, two 

vrhicloo and tiro structureo. 

Du:dn" the month of r:av , Can:,? Coryell f,11J. victL"l to enemy mortru: att-

acl. on onl;;' tuo dn;i;rs, bcin': :.it thrce timrG in tho 8·=0 c1E',~' in on instance. 

On 15 lav, at 0005 hours, 14 rOtt,'IM of 82mLl mori;~.r struck thc com,?ol'nd, 

firad f:·:om lmlmotm positions. Threo U:;'-1Pf.) and two UI:-1C ,'.unshipa t-TOre 

i\ar·l8.Clc,1. at thin time. One Et i ''''.8 Ifoundod and meQev2.clOd. .• t 0130 hom:o, 

at 2000 how-o, the 155 roccivod incominc mortar.s, 15 in number. In acld-

iti6n, n111l1.11 (\..'1"IIlC fire ~1F.!l direci;nd at· th" com]ounr" The POL otorac;n fe.c-

ili ty rocoivcn minor d:?.ma,;<: ;:>'0 <'. rO'1ll1t. 

On 22 lhy, at 0115 hourn, Crunp Coryc.lJ. C2JDe under combined mortar ann 

s,",pper attac]:. L to'';''''1.1 of 56 rouncln of 60 ~"r\(l 02mm mori;.".J:!l, Il-40 and Il-41 

rockctc, and 75mn r"coillmls otrucl: th" coml'ound. .\. mor.n sapper toam on-

tcrcv1. th" oompounrl in the PA.',E ru:oo., and 110.1:'e ab)'o to OOnn(O or destroy 

eiGht al;ructuros ",nd nino vohicloo. TlfO aircraft r<:cdved nr..jor d.a.Pn(lO, 

and tllO received tninor ill'.mace. One civi1i~.n r\U?.rc\ wns Slir?ltly ~round()(1 .• 

June of 69 linD tho f!rot toonth sinco f30"'~of'lber of :;0 th~.t tho onomy ,. .. 

failed to attaok Camp Corynll. Tho 155 :;:'onainc(1. 2.lort, ho~mvcr, boc~.uno 

of the continuos attac!<:l'I on Ban No Tlw.o·1; City nno_ 011.t1yinc ar.e~.EI. , 

17 
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155'1'11 n; VIETH,W 1959 - T:::r: I1ISSIml 

1 APRIL -30 JUlB 

In April, the 155th ne" ite aiJ:cl'3.ft in its nerm.?,l suppert role for 

units thr~,,;hout II CorIlo Tactical Zone. 

The second half of ;'pril, howcvor, ~raD 1Il!'_'d:cd b:: a troT!l"ndous upsurgo 

of enemy ~otivity. This renultod in the 155th providincr aircraft for 22 

combat asoaultr: for B-23, (SF) 45 Roaimr.nt, 23rd AIm; Division, and Th;1.rlac 

Sector. Tho 155th aloo began suPportin3 B-50 S,ecial ForeDo in their op­

erationn. Most of the support for Tnok Force \food, operating in the vic-

inity of Bu Pranc, came from the 155th. 

Nay brouGht "bout the end of our nupport to Task Force vloos, with 

155th "Stagocm:,ch" Slicks £Ind "Falcon" (},mohipo removing tho IM17 of Tnl's 

troopo from the :au PranG area on 18 Hay. Atot.:-.l of 18 combat n.ot1aults wore 

conducted throU('}lout thy in flUppOrt of TF Hood, 2 11SF I B-23 (5 SIG) o.nd 

45 Regiment (23 ARV11 Divir.:ion). 

On 23 Hay, throe shipe oupporting B-50 (SF) 'TOre hit by g'rot111d fire, 

cauDing one to be a tot",l 100Fl with the loss of t~TO crmffllomboro and t~TO 

paooengcrs. The coml",my had ~. total of eight nircnft dam:;ged on combat 

missionr.: in tby. 

Durincr the month of June, in addition to steady d..'\ily support of units 

in its normal area of oI1crntionn, the 155th provided ~,ircraft for a. toto.l 

of 16 combat e,flse.1~Ho. Tho largcot of theso occurec1. on 21 J\1110, ,men tho 

155th provided 5 sliclc:J and tlfO guno, moving over 900 troops to an area 

southweot of Ban lie Thuot. 

Tho 155th aloo provided two StaGG~ooch olicke =d t.1O llh.lcon gunships 

in support of deily intelligcnce-<?1tharing "Sniffer" o)cr::>tionfl. 

AlthC\\~ Cam", Coryell did not come under enem:r attMlt in Juno; ~'1ll 

No Thuot City and outlyina he.mlots and inctallations wore h2.rd hit by the 

---- .. ---------""---.. --------~-----



onomy. TheDc .,ttr,olw ncocfmi hto<l t:V1 l-.ullohinc; of fOIl.:' GIlI1flhi,:m 'lIId (I. 

nare ohip on round.-thc-olock support of the booic{!;nd vi11a.ecr: r:outh of 

:8o.n Ne Thuot :1t !eo Thion. 

,..., 

During ono of the nij1.t support miooion13, a. coml!nnd and control a.ir­

oroft with r.e'1cr2,l !>",sllongor:J on b02.rd ra.n into 1m oonditione on ()'pproaoh 

to lao Thien airDtrip. The :>.ircra.ft cra.shed into the lake and overturned, 

liirr.oulously, no ono was injurod, althou{fu the airora.ft wac oompl('!tely 

dostro;md, In n d'U'inll' roscue, the 155th oOIIlID".ndor hovored ne·~.r tho wreckr.d 

aircraft ana. a.llowoo. the wet Durvivoro to bo~.rd his I'.,ircraft. 

Statiotico for support provided April-Junc 1969, c.rc all fo110l-lSI 

Sorticll 19,838 

Hom's 6,968 

Co.rgo (Tono) 210 

P~,saongcrs 32,609 

fue~UL 71 

Struotures DCAtroycd 13 



155""-' nr V"""'''''I' 19<C) "",..., CO,""'-Il'" •• J,~ .L:.JJ._,J, .. :. ~ .. _ .1. ... _-' ':.c-.~ .. ',J, 

1 _,mIL - 30 JUl:]) 

Tho 155, ilnrinG th0 o~concl Clu.-~:~"r of 1969, c1.itl mnch wor!: 2-mcil at 

i.Jnprovin(i li vin::i and llOrl:;in:-; conditions for ite asniCllocl pm:r.onnol ;;.t 

C,:'11, Coryell. 801:1,0 of the morr, cignificant ir:r,':r.ovei'1~ntn w"rc: 

Th,., COO (Comb.'\t Operationo Ccntnr) l1l'J.S rcno'V:1.t"il e.nd furthe):' ')):otoctor1. 

with c ch.'l.in link fonce. 

11.11 tho structl'res on ;,oct were comylotcly rocnintocl. 

Fhre :"ots 1<crc, inntaEecl to lic:nt tho rum~:r ct ni,cbt • 

• \11 tho revctmm-t;c WOT.'n top,od uith S:3P. 

Tho cofemJivo perimeter 1~S ntrcnC:"t;honoil 1Tith aclcliti.orol 1Tire ba.rriGro 

antl the in-cro(luction of a .50 C(>.1iber [;k".chin() (lU!l on to,:, of the .'.ir Foroo 

obscrmtion to~mr. 

1.'1":;' nn'.! bun':ors lTr.r'l con~tructod so th8.-t thore io sufficient bt'n!:or 

O:Xl.CO fa:: ('.11 pernotll101 du't'inG c;b·be.c~,:n. 

Tho rovotm0nt aroa and. many c.rna.s of tho c:"'..lTConnon~ a.rC0. ltr:rc rc-

ourf(l.cnG. l·lith pcne;,lrimc. 

A r,ar. ch£'Jllber =0 COll!lt1'1.\ctcd for gao mE'.a!~ tmltn. 

,\ 25 moter small l?.rll!S tCGt firinG ran::;c wns institutcrl. 

nc~, clr.\yroom lCfl built and stocked lTith recrn?tion..'l.1 nqui:lIllont Pond 

books. 

rp.filled, and thn :;o.rel;', a:collni!. it llnS re:,~avnd. 

It wao offici:;>,l1y reor-cned the larlt ~",n1: in Ih~', 1d th 155 Con~.l!'.Ildcr, 
l;ajor Bobby L Noor:), being tha first tcr t<tkc tl1t'l :plml!1{;'O. To hin roc;ret, 

he for&~t to get his clothes off in time. 

The above improvements ylun adc1.itionnl intel;:J31 im;?rovemc.n1m iD. o!,­

.orotion'J, aCministro.tion, mId thCl flc;."Vicc :!latoon, helyod to ineroMo the 

__________ ,, __ .i ____ ._. ___ .. .. 
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pritl.o of tho in:~.ivi,1.tUll in :11n t!l1.it ".IlU fnrt.'lr.r micolcm ~.ccoro'.l1inhmcmt. 

On 25 Junc. 1959, li:tjor BO~)'l~' L I;no ~( rdb.<'uinh,:c'. comroOJld of the 155th 

Avintion Co~.(:r~y (..~!JH lIr.l) to r~<:.jor :lr.l'.n I: Owm, formr:rl"' l'.l1Eli'ncil. to 

Bronz" Stm: for GorviCf) ~.nil. tho Vi,~tl'l2.mo~le CrOG8 of G2.1l.~ntry. 

I 

._----------------------_ ... -..... _----_ .. _._.--_ .. 



155TH TIl vn.l'lT.!~!l 1969 - TWo E!~!Y 

1 JULY - 30 SEITE! ());;:n 

After 2. peried of OnV(Ol1 weolm without rm onerJY n.-t-bck on Cnn!, Coryell, 

the loncoct period of reopite the 155 lmd ooon in two yoPxo, the night quiet 

W'10 f'.{71in broken by incOI:uncr roundo. On 23 July at 2333 hours, !iva :8-40 

rocketo and ten 82nnn markxs struck the compo1Uld. Duo to incre:1oocd bunker 

fo.cHitieD, and the overdua nnture: of the ntt2.ck, the rOUll<lr.: inflicted ne,.. 

(ptive c1.'\m(Se to pcrsoIUlel or equipment. 

Acain, there ~ro.r, 2. long period ~rithout ancoy att::'.ck 0;], C1tlllP Coryoll 

in July nnd Auguot. Fm'l.l1y, the compound l1C'.G ",ttacb)d on 12 AUGust. TIhrly 

in the morning, c. toto.l of 37 rOtUldn otruck the compot'Ild, le.ndine not only 

in the corrr.1 Clnd duotbowl but in the billetin" f\XenG Cl8 Ifell. Ton :8-40 

rockets and 27 B2rm mortaro il!\~cted, cauninG &=./3'0 to four UH-1H's, N1d 

one UH-1C, ten otrllctures, :'.nd f0ur vehicles. Eleven persennel lfOre 

wounded durin" the c.ttnck. Fe.lcon gunohips rmd ['. fl=eohip were hunched, 

but beoc.use of difficulty encountered in cottin.:; cle=rmce to firo, ro- i 
turner) with no(.n.tivn remtlts. I 

The 155 IDS net subject to eneMY ntt'1ck durina the entire Month of 

ScptcrabC"..r • 

Tn 1c.te .\ul'sust Md early Se:otenber of 1968, the 155-supportod arOOB 

I 
I 
I 

of Bu Prang =d Duc 10.1' liare the t:lr(;'Ots of a lon(l', hcxd-hittin(l' offonsive 

by the eneoy. Duc 1o.p in particulr.r lr.:\n -bhe foc~l point of enemy ".ctivity 

in the 155th' s o.rer.'. of operaHons dtlrinC; th".t ycc.r. 

All sources of infOl."Tlc.ti011 ,:::::'.therod th\L'J fru: in 1969 inclica.tcd tlll'.t 
,. 

the enemy ~r.'.S planning ::1 1969 offennivo aimed once aaain ::-.t Duc 10.1'. 

Tho ond ofthc Gtmmlor mOl1soon ::md the beain!llng of the uinter monsoon 

brouc;ht about ~. Great inoren.Bo in enorl'J activity in hrae pr.rtc of the 155' e 

o.roa of oporation. Althou,j!. the ra.iny w()nther precludod _any 1=1lO acn.le 

---------------------------



enemy o.ctivity durin" July '\nd 1.uc:unt, t01-r..rd the (mel of September tho 1000- I 
onillB'roinf:lll Cl.ffordr.d the cn~!':\y (VC'r..tror en-ce of Mobility, Cl.0 \I!:'." ind-

i 

ioo.ted by 1r.u'(Jo t;:oop bui1dullO in tllo border l'.rC-",D i'Tent ~.nd South~Tcst of 

Due wp. 

,. 

I 
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155TH TIl vrm:.\N 1969 - T!lE liISSIOll 

1 JULY - 30 G'&""'rBl:Bnn 

An enemy buildup quite oimil0.r to th,"'.t whieh oceu:.:od juot bcfore the 

battlo of Due lap in 1968 lmd boon evidr.ncod by intelU"e::1ce report(J roc­

d ved from the Duc Io. p - Bu Pran[l area. 

To incre::.rlC our info=tion concerning enemy activitien in the areas 

nxound Bu Prang ~nd Duc Le,p, the 155 oonductod ntuneroun oniffer minsione 

in thODe areas in oupport of the 23rd AaVN Diviaion o.nd B-23 (Spocic.l Faronn). 

Nueh valuable intelligence wall gathered 2.nd many signific,mt sightingo 

were IIl",de. Severol ~ound oporD.tioIlJ3 were conduct()d by the oupported unite 

an a r08ult of the~o cniffer findings, ~dth good recults. 

AD '" result of inforrn,."ti·en (;,!",th()rod rr.:3"'....rdincr a probablo enemy offen­

(Jive in the Duc Inp t:1Xoa, the 155 ,me becoming incroa.r:lingly committed in 

an attempt to provide ade'lUo"'.te support to the units in the Bn.n no Thuot 

eupport zone. Due to ineronned mission roquirements, the 155 ~,r, given 

operational centrol of 0.0 mrmy as twentj' o.ddition~,l nircr.::..ft during this 

period. Thie more th= doubled the mianion e!'.]!"biliti c of the 155, but 

put tho 155 oper!'.tions under 0. novoro ct~.in as a result. 

July aloo marked the return of the com,any's sU1)port to B-50 opc=tions. 

In addition a. commitment to 2n(1, 3rd, and 5th IfSF (tlilw Strike Force) lms 

a.dd~d at thio time. 

The resupplY', sniffor, B-50, and cnrran:1nd mtd eent:;:ol requirements 

pbeed on the 155 at thic time precluded c.upportin:; e.ny Gt'o!).t mlIDbor of 

combat aool1.ul tn. A totn.l of 27 uore conducted ~tithin tho July-Goptelllbor 

quurtor. Some of the hiGhlichtQ of t~o periodl 

On 1 S July, after bein,g innortcd by 155 n.ircro.ft south of Bn.n Ne Thuot. 

two LRRP toa.m8 came into conta.ct with m enomy forco. One St,,-{>'CcO:1.ch n.nd 

t,to Falcons were dispn.tched to the =eo.. One GUllahip rocoivcd cl."Il.."\gc from 



during the 8.ction. 

a. P[1.ir of 155 C~ullGhipll c::penih,d, Idlline fivr. ::ncoy Iloldiero. 

The month of :.uGUrit l1".O ;:,"-rked by the intensive incrr'C\~e of nmffer 

oper:l.tions conduc"\;r.d for intelliGenco ,gr'.therine: purPO<lCG. Two Goto of Dn-

iffor misoion~ wr.ro run dtc.ily in (tnd f.'.r0tmd D:l.rlr.c :mel Qu".ne Duc Prcvinceo. 

TheGe mionionr. 'fer a givon high pri<:>ri tieo due to the ll"ed for gntlwring 

ao nmch inJ;(:11igcllCC n.n }?Qoniblc on enemy movements :l.l" .. d o.ctivitico, Al-

thou(7l hmrrperod by dotor:tor['.tiJ.1G 'le8.ther c<:>nclitions, the renults of those 

micmirno proved l,""tcr to be of f:;t'C2.t l).ssistt:'.i1cO in J?l~,nninrs for tho comin~ 

enemy offonnivC!. 

In Septembor tho 155 "1'-'.0 a(V-'.in Given the: comnitment to [Jup:'ort B-50 

opore.tionA. Four oliclm ~.ncc f"ur ti"U.'1G ,",e",o provided o[1.ch e!"o.y for the en-

tire month for thin r~i::lAion. 

Ao in July and !.uf,'1.to'G, September 'lnD ch:x::>.cterized by the ))roll"nce 

of ['. ~o[l.-C number of a.ircr['.ft ffom throuGhout II Cor')c e')or:l.tinr; in the 

Bn.n He Thuot f\.l'e::>.. Thill 'me due to the n0.ed to provide L'1crec.fJr.d tnctic:o.l 

::>.nd lo[',intio['.l :1via. HOll cu~port to unito opero tin[f in the Bu Pr::>.ng - Gi<'1. 

llghia - Duc In)? tri['.l1g1o. ConooquonUy, 2..0 rr.ny D.C 35 a.ircraft froCl othor 

uni 1;3 were lTOrking iJ.1 the ]['.11 Ne Thuot =0')., .. lith 155 o)1cro.tionG a.cting 

(>.0 controllin" :;gOllCY, plp.cin" ('..'1 Ildelitioll:l.l ~Iorluoo.d on the 155 for opcr-

atio~~l and ma.inten'nllco eupport. 

.. 
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1 JULY - 30 SE..'"TEI .1lETI 

The 155th continued in itn cff·)rta to irdprove f,".Cili'Gica (',nd oon-

ditinn.'l for ito personnel durinL( thin qun.rter. Some of ·che not['.blc im-

provomentsl 

Old n.nd in."'.doqu .. '\te bunkers 1/ore torn dO\I!l and re::,hcGd with ncu o.n(l 

l~.rGcr ntructures. 

Concretc :,?~vcmcnt \I!\O poured to CenJlcct ",-11 livinG :l.Xeo.G \nth 0. p:1Ved 

surfC'.cc. 

A now ubove surfn.cc miniport ~eC1. \/::'.6 constructed to repl'1,ce the old 

undere;r:ound systo;:]. A Dingle line system \·Tith seven UH-1 c.nd one CH-47 

refuelinG sk,tioruJ \>/t',s put in uso. The mini port now h~,o C'. 20,000 @'.llon 

Renov(1,tj on of the do{~ kennels in <mtici),ntion of the return of n. !f,.9 

Conotruction of etk"'.rd btmkoro n.loW'; tho south perinctr.r frmcc. 

Inate,llution of (". m.11e.~iel<l inoid" thr. northoo.ot pcrineter. 

An intc:::-ior gunrd totmr 'me equil'1'ed with 0. 50 cn.liber tnchine gun 

und ~ xenon liGht. 

RewirinG of ~ll billets. 

l!or~lc durinG this third quo,rtcr docre('.f]cd t:> n. cerbin dee;ree. This 

w.;1.:J c(1,ullor1 by sevor::-.l fll.ctorD. The nCO-]]1 club WA'l olosed in cn.rly ,~ueus:f; 

due to IDrul!'.scmont difficulties, loo.vincr the: cnlioterl peroonncl without fn.-

cilitics for rccrc~'l;ion durinrr off-duty hmlrs. 

Add! tiol1ll.11y, rl.'Uly ships rnd crSl\Ts fran othor 1l.'1ito wore otayin(l' with 

the 155 on an indofinito "Ron" basis. Tho presence of theso "OPCOl!" oreWl) 

oroll. ted ~ ocrtl',in o.mount of friction bot\Tcen the men. llost of thosc pro-

blct'lll wero quickly resolved by introducing (tdd! tiol1l',l billetin[;' f",cili tics. 



to the (,lOner::1.1 stn.te of l'rc"".rcC"L'1"~D of 'chc unit. 

Statiotico for 155 DUPIlort for the July - ::;"1)tc'1bcr lloriocll 

llourc 7,033 

S0rtloo 19,191 

P:\ssonr,cro 29,307 

Car(;o (Tons) 321 

Emergency llcd.ev:::.c 14 

Eneny "i 11 n d By;, ir 20 

Structurnn Dostroyed 8 

---------------- ._-' ----_._._-_ .. ,--_ .•. 


