Jall ~ DzC 1968

The new yoar started off with ~ kang for Cﬂmp Corysll znd tize men
of the 155 Aviation Compenmy. ot 0245 on the 4th of Janunry 1948, Comp
Coryell wos under attack from 82mm nortirs, and BLC rocksts. Fertun-tely
no cesuwaltias were suffered, btut some 46 rounds destreved two UH1H
holicepters -nd domeged ton others, Addition:1ly two transient Dusictf

2ips incursd dumage. This sot back was only temporary and tho 155th
w2s fully operaticnsl within 24 heurs,

After o 26 round-mertar attack on the 17th Jrnuory, in which five

UA1H roceived damage, the stagoconch-falcon team was again pat to ihe

teevs  I0lS accursd on the 30th of Jamutry. The intensive attack o
Ban Me Thuot and the adjacent airfield began ot 0150 heurs. At shis
tine both flare and gunships were ordersd nirsrno in support +f vaireus
cacck points ~nd eutposts uncer attaclk, At 9200 hours the 1%5th wunt to
100% alert, aad ot 0250 heurs approvimitely 20 rounds of hostile morter
fire foll om ths eity 2irfisld cemplose Smll aras fire wes encourbersd
taroughont tho night. Right aircraft wers dminged by hostile fire, Tio

F-lcon gunships not yet com~Pted were order.d aloft -t (300 hours, Thoy

were lrbor eraditeq =2 dostroying two onemy 82mm poptas posticns,
#lore apg gunshrs Tlew throuchout the night,

at 0815 kvurs a Foleer eireraft pilateg by WOL Imn Tendsoy ~nd

W(» WINTONCS Honper e downod by hostile fise two miles scuth of Ban
Me Thue ' G sirer: i

te 4 165 recovery sirerft aloerg with Dustofr were dispatched
to the scone, and suversl siips already in the sir waps divertod to

the loesticn € kelp the downed crew, A4t 0830 hiurs, while takine cff

ty direect Tecuvary operations, Major Goodall was wounced when his aireraft

vneountered intense sutematie woanpons firg,




The months <f lpril anc M7 s w Camp Coryell under speratie norter

attacks., lirerafts wero dastroyed and personnsl injure? however the

Compony marched on, . 7
On the lst of June the 1%5th recelved n varn wolcome from the 10th

Comb -t Aviation Zattolion. This chanze of Battalion hae little sffect

(=]

|
°n the comprny o~nc they continued missicns as befora, There presasnts Was
By ¥

Still felt ir I courps tu the norht and II Corp to the south,
Jal - DG 1969

a8 the year before, Camp Coryz1l wns 2g2in subject tc comstont

1

cttacks from the leezl VC ape the Wi, During the emtirs year of 194G

b s

Comp Coryell can: under attck 28 tiumes. During the gquarter 1 Jonusry to
31 March 69 there wors 12 ehremy attacks dirsetad ot Cunp Coryell, &
40% quarterly incronse, '
|
02 the 3rd of Jamsry o Stagacoach nsireraft crashad into a nmount-
catween Ban Me Thust and Dalat, after gaing IFR in 1oy clouds, Tho
pilet cdied in the erash =y the aircraft commandar, crawchiaf and gunner
werce serisusly injured,
Renevatisn of the compound was also in tha works, The rofusling
2rely, south of the active wns causing a problen with dust. This w-g
solved with peueprim, The perimeter was also beefel up with solid bunker
censtruction, This time alse saw the 155th °ngaged in extra flight
troining,  There was an initiation of night flights to increasc each

.

individu~ls! night proficisncy and provide ineransad overall mission

re~diress Capability,




The dewnod gunship crew was finnlly oxtracted =t 0930 in tae morning,
Intense hostile cctivity precluded my attemot tc recover the nirérift,
and necassitated its destruetion l1nter in the Zay, While returaing fronp
the crash scene the 165th Racovery nireraft was creditec with 15 KIatg
waen its door gumnsrs engagsC o YO furce cought ir the open,

At 1300 hours =nother UHIC was damaged anc crew chisf wouncded by

enely anti-nircr~ft fire, Thoe 2irer2ft completed its firs missi-n =nd

tasn roturned t¢ home station, While landing 1t city f£iclc -t 1830 heurs,

"0 Teaford received facir] wounds when his UH1R aircraft was hit by
autoratic waapons fire,

From 2300 hours 30 Jinmunry to 0400 hours on the 31, tho Faleons
gave continual support. During this tims these two UHIC!s substainad
32 hits from husti~l fire. Tasy wore credited with sileneing two enemy
mchine guns,

On the 4th of March, Camp Coryell took 2 total of 86 rounds. Those
were followed by o NVa satehel chargo teanm infiltrating through the
R& yord, killing a Korean Piih employee, They were repelled by tho
reaction forece bafora they could nccomplish their missicn,

With 211 this, the Stagecoach-Falcon team bounced back., They flow
2dmost daily combot assaults,

Perhips tha worst tragedy in tha histery of the COMprly occura.i on
19 Jpril vhen two UH1y helicopteras collided in Rid-cir wvhile flying
formaticn during o combat assault. [X11 personnel abosyd both aireraft

wore killed, imong the cdead wers 18 Vietn~mese nilitary passen ors,
) J P g




After severcl attucks in «pril, Goap Coryoll again e me under a
sapper attack. On 22 May =t 0115 hours 56 rouncs of 60 and &2mm
mortars, BAO and B4 rockets, ~nd 75zua receilless struck the compound,

i sappsr tean entorac the compeund in the Padld araz, and were alle to
destroy sight structures arnd nine vehicles. Two aireraft racoived najor
demage and two receivad ninor camnge. One civilian guird was slightly
woundad,

During this time the 155th was engaged in P50, This was =n overntion
with 5th Special Fercas, Adrforce, and the 155th Aviation Company. These
¢peration incluled 4 slicks and four guns. The oirforce at first supplied
the armod helicepter support but due to heavy lossas, the hard fighting
Falcons tock on the task. The job consisted of inserting and ewtrocting
Long Range Reconncisance Patrols, This was often accomplished in the
face of irtense snemy firas,

During the night, the flnre ships with their gun cover wers called
again and again to repulse the enamy from the local nrsa,

Because of intense night flying, flére pots were installed to light
the runway at night, Vhile the lighted rumay lifted their spiritas they
&lso felt depressed with the construction of a gas chamber. This was
used to keep all personnel current and also served as a testing area for
the newly issued gas masks,

The company swimming pool, imactive for the past year, was relined,
filled and the adjacent area repaired. It was officially reopened the
last week in may, with 155 Commander Ma jor Bobby I. Moore, being the first
to take the plunge. To his regret, he forgot to get his clothes off in
time,

On 25 June 1969, Major Bobby L. Moore relinquished command of the
155th Aviatior Company to Msi. Dean M. Owen formerly assigned to IFFV.

The change of command ceremony was held at Camp Coryell and was attended
by dignitaries of the 23rd ARVY Fivision, Darlac Sector, Detachment B-23

(5th Special Forces Group), Col. Felson l'alone, Cormanding Cfficer of 17th
Aviation froup, and ITC Davie L. Stanley, 10th Aviation Battalion Commander,




Major loore was presented tice Ironze Star for zervice and the Victnamese
Cross of Gallantry,

In late August ond carly Septembur of 1062 the 155 Supported z2reas
of Bu Irang and Due Lap wore tzrgets of a long, hard-hitting offensive
by the enemy., Duc lap in particulor was the loeal point of enemy activity.
All sources of information up to June of 1960 irdicoted that th' enemy
vas planning a 1¢6S offensive aimed once agnin at Due Tap,

The end of the summer monsoon and the beginning of the winter trought
about a grent incrwase in enemy activity in large parts of the 155's ares
of operation, Although the roiny weather precluded any large sesle enemy
activity during July and August, towards the end of September the lessen-
ing rainfall offorded the enemy greater ease of mobility, 2s was indi-
cated by large troop tuildups in the border arcas west and southwest of
Due Tap,

During these times the company was engtiged in sniffer for G-2 of the
?3rd ARVYF Division, An increase of B-50 activities helped account for
the majority of missions during this period. Day after day the Falcons
vers roturning with ever increasing KBA's credited to their hird hitting
tacties.

The question of the intontions of the énemy were answersd on 22
(ctober when it became cluar that the enemy was on the move, large ciue
units moved across from Cambodia into rositions south of Py Prang and
south of Pue Iap, Iarge units were still missing 2long the Cambodian
border posing 2 substantisl artillery and standoff attack thre1t to the
outposts of Pu Prang ard Duc Iap,

On 25 October the enemy bogan his offensive,

Over night with the help of the 155, 5/22 Artill ry set up fire tnges
strung from cast of Duc Iap to west of Bu Frang, "B" Troop of the 7/17
Crvalry was assigned the mission of conducting "Hunter-Killer" operations
in the Pu Prang.fiia PFghia ar:a,

As the offense took shupc, fire support tmse Belen vas the firgt to
terd under the onslaught of a multibattalion size unit., It fell or the
2S¢ of Cetober with the remaining personnel being extracted by the 155
under heavy enemy fire.

As the encmy applied pressure, fire support tese Arnie and Xate were
rilocated to Duc lap. The cnemy had 50 ecliber and 37m Antianireraft
position around each fire tase, 4As aircraft made their approaches to
these bises they would sustain numerous hits, The aireraft kept return~
ing =2g~in and again for mcdical evacoation ang finally “or the extrae—
tion.

Fightine went on, UFHeroic deceds beeame prrt of the every day mission
as thz 155 e¢arned ite naime undcr intense enemy fire,




One of the most significunt ~ctions took place on 17 November when
the Falcons gunships expendsd five times on eremy locntions near Pu
Prang. As a result of “‘alcon gunships and Tac Lir Suprort, 72 enemy
were killed, More than half of which were eredited to the Frleons,

The 2ctivity on the Volearno south of Duc Tap hnd now roached the
point that the StageCoach slicks performing resupnly to the troops on
the rim would always receive ground fire. Irunching out of 17 Mike Smith
these resupply helicopters had to alter their routes and Ianding patterns
every time they ran o mission. Theres wire confirmed .50 calibep positions
srourd three sides of the Voleano with small arms and troop concentra-
tions on ths fourth side,

In addition there was only one small spot on the rim suitable fer
Ianding and this p2d was constantly wracked with direct mortar, rocket,
and artillery., An aircraft I=nding on ths voleino had to e fast, If
cargo couldn't be kicked off or the wounded loaded within 27 to 28 seconds
they would have to wait for the next lift, because 29 to 30 seconds after
touchdown, 2 mortar round would strike the pad. This resupply and mede-
vae mission put the crevs under great strain, Geing into the volenno ns
nany as four, five, or six times in one day put the crowe undsr so much
przssure that the US ground commeonder insisted that the crews be changed
daily so as not to overtay the same people day after day,

Cn 27 Tovemb.r, a gunship covering 1 volenno resupply was shot down,
They crash landed in eremy territory and were safuely crtracted by another
gunship.

It must be remembered that the battle of Bu Prang-Duclap w's o full
scals effort by the enemy, Although not mentioncd in this history the
events and circumstances surrounding 211 opcrations 22 (ctober - 28
December required avintors «nd crew to daily risk their lives in an
effort to provide support to the beseliged fir.base and outposts,
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The year opened relavtively ouiet with the 155 taking a long necded
rest from the tension of hoawy combat. On the 6th of Jemrry, a% 0045
hours, Cznp Coryell roceiv:id five rounds of 22mn mortar, There was
minor damoge to UH-1H,

The rest of the month wrg free from mortar atteck,

This month also saw a rapid change in the tactiecal situstion, It wmg
now off to Plieku in suppert of the 4th Infantry Division, The averopge
commitment ranged from four to twelve UE-1H and two to four UE.{C. This
réa hid felt the on slut of the: *Stage Coach-Faleon" temm only one year
carlier,

'ith February, the 155 resumed its dutiss in the suprort of EBE.50,
“hiz rission w's one of low hours but by no mears easy, As ore pilot
one: said, "B-50 is a mission with hours of bordom krokcn by seconds of
extrems terror", From isolated 2irstrips they would stand by in ecasz g
reeon patrol developed comatet., At this four slick and two guns weuld
scramble, All ships would proceed to the sight of contact., An 2irfirce
FAC would already be on station to direect lcag ship in for the extraction,
hileé the othur slicks would orbit,

Ur tie 20th of April the 155 was engaged in P-50., A team was in
contact. Lt Peaudreault and WO Vhylle were on the pick up ship. As they
touch:d down in the 17 thev rcceived intense enery fire, Just as they
cleared the tress or take off they were hit by a BLO in their tail, They
crashed into the thick canopy, After climbing free of the wreckage a
rurring battle with the Nva erupted, 1ith gunship cover they mde a
clearing, At the tine of the pickup they had been on the ground for
over 3C minutes. ¥WC Johnson was piloting the rescue airersft,

Around 1900 hours V0 Marlin Johrson with WO Darek Richardson as his
copilot agnin entered the area for an exirnction of o recon patrel, As
they were absut to touch down in the L~ they received o RLO in the Cocpit,
They were both killod instantly. The crewchief and gunner survived,

They were irmcdiately micked up but due to intense ereny fire the bodies
wiren't recovered until @ later date. This was o truly dark day for the
155th,

As June rolled arourd Maj Gerard H. Luisi relircuishcd cormand of
ths 155th Avintien Comgpany to Maj Rowlznd G. Steele on the 11th.




With the 155 in ths Vangunrd, the 1Cth Avn Bn airliftad the 23rd ARVN
Division across the border., %he £th (av drove up from the scuth on =n
overland march, Contact was sparatic however liarge caches of suprlies
and arms were capturcd,

With the middle of June it was ng2in into Canbodia, The area this
tire was 30 to 50 nmiles north of Duc Lap. Vith the 155 again in th
Vanguard of the 1Cth Avn Bn the VC end IV. were caught with their pants

down, Here as before, contact was speratic however the rawsrds were lorge,

Yeapons, from single shot to AX 47's, from B40's to 72mm recoiless rifles
were captured,

These two operations smashed Charlic's chances of a substintial
offensive in ths Darloc Province.

Time passed with the 1735 accrmplishing the missions in its lceal AOC,
Happy Valley SE of Ean Me Thuot and VC Mountnin to the 5U still posed =
threat to the sccurity of Darloe Frovines.

The first significant combat assault for fugust occured on the 17th,
The 155th aided by the 2&ist 2nd 243rd assaulted Happy Vzlley, the leng
tine strong hold of the Viet-Cong and ¥Vi Forces, The weather held ond
by the end of the day, fourtecn landing zonus had been inserted with
regotive damnge to any of the aviatiors.

During this time Camp Coryell was relatively free from mertar attacks,

The 3rd of Scptember found the 155th involved in another major come
bt assjult. This time the target was "VC Mountain" and the surrounding
arez, “he weather pliyed a factor and caused a 1nte toke off, As the
1ift platoen touched down in the 4th L7 they received intonse semi-
cutomatic fire, The gunships immediotely supressed the fire but ir the
process a dror gunner took = round in the leg, Ke was irmediately evacu-
ated tc Ban Me Thuot and then on to Cam Ranh By, where he reccvered,

Vith October came 2 project to redo the floor of owr pool, It had
bzen closed for several months due to s ripred liner, With nching backs
and blistering hnnds the officers and men of the 155 cemented the bottom
of the pool.

At present the company is waiting to receive the final word on its
future. -t first it was to go to Tuy Hea ard then te Da I'ang, Nc cne
knew for sure. FNow the ward is back home. Only time will tell,

The 155th Aviation Company h2s spent a total of 5 1/2 years in the
wild west of Vietnam. During these tines they have earned their nime
with blocd., 411 those who served did not return home. These men did not
diz in vuin,




1LT Fareld A, Praisandsfoer
V01 Joseph S, Fuvler
SP5 Willizm J. J~hnsnn

FC Michael E. Davis

V01 Eugene ', Caswell
V01 Michiel N. Coryell
PFC Rich:rd E, Dobney
Y01 Raymond L. Ford

PFC Gregory L. Miller
Y'01 Fhillips C,. Smith
PFC James “alker

Y01 Vilmer J. ¥illinghan
EP4L John V. Vood

52T Keith D, Criffin
V01 Terranee ¥Nelson
SP5 Jarmcs G, Patterson

"0 Villis W, Smith
1LT Dennis E, Painter
SP5 James Miculus

SP4 Frank L. Freasdle
Y01 Pawl N, Lorson
""01 Hertert Hayashide
3P4 John R. Pro-ks
SP4 Cran B, MeCardol
1LT Fred O. Pratt

V01 ¥illiam P. Harwood
W01 Redlich S, Koppel
3P4 James D. Budahazy
SP5 “illian Eister
SP4 Edward Milan

SP4 James Swann

S3G Rebert Pinkston

701 Romald MeGary

SP4 Richnrd See

Y01 Terry L. Crawford
SP5 ALrmando Ramiresn
PFC Santiage Quinitam
8P5 Rizh B, Medaris
SP5 John &, Payne

SP4 Riehnrd G, Pruer’

1065

1966

1967

1568

1969

21 Oct 65
21 Oct 65
21 Oct 65
21 Oet 55

27 May 66
30 Nov 66
27 Yay 66
29 Mar 66
20 Dec 66
29 Mar 66
30 Fov 66
30 MNov 6%
30 Nov 65

16 Mar &7
23 May &7
16 Mar &7

19 Apr 68
19 Apr 68
19 Apr 68
19 Apr 68
19 Apr 68
19 Apr 68
19 Apr 68
19 Apr 68
26 Aug 68
8 Sep 68
8 Sep 68
24 Jan 68
6 Feb 68
4 Mar 68
L Mar 68
13 Mar 68

3 Jan 69
8 Jan &
27 Feb 69
23 May 69
23 May 69
5 Nov 69
5 Mov 69
5 Nov 69




Y01 Marlin Johnsen

1'01 Darek Richordson
1LT Jacob L, Kinser
EP4 Yir Goaree

01 David K, Erepstoft
SP5 'illiam R, Rogne
¥01 Pauwl E, Dolik

SF5 David Machtigall
SP4 Celwvin

20 .-nth‘
20 Apr
8 Mar
2 Mar
8 Mar
8 Mar
23 Feb
23 Feb
23 Feb

70
70
70
70
7C
70
70
7c




