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J'OFm'/J:iD 

Serting in direct supp.)rt cf the Free lIcrld Forces and the 

• Arrrr:! of ~he nepublio of Vio'tru:un, the 155th Aviation Company is 

• • 

';£ .·;:?r?£.E~:~~";/;;· 
'. "" y,".",: 

similar to the many other aviation units of the same size and 

struoture. Formed originnl~' as COr.LPrulY A, 1st Aviation Battalion, 

1st Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vung 

Tau, Vie-tn= on. 1 M.'JY 1965. Moving immediately to Ban He Thuot, with 

an aircraft complement of 24 trrr-1D's, the advance party was welcomed 

by LTC Delbert Tm;nsend, former Comm.onder of the 52nd Aviation Bat-

talion. After much preparation and mnlly training hours through l1hich 

the men of Company Ji became profioient in the ne\{ and demanding tech-

nique of flying in a oombat zone, the company was declared operational 

on 1 Juno ·1965. .on 20 November 1965, CompllIlY ,l was redesignated as 

the 1 ~5th J\vi.ation Company (Air Mobile Light). Unofficially the 155th 

W.aD dirGcted by the 1st !\viation Brignde to designate Hself the 155th 

J\ssault Helicopter Company. At that tiMe that deaignntirll1 was in 

effect for :111 l,ir Nobile Light "viation COMpanies throughout Viet-

nam. In 1969, the 155th was dirncted to redesignate itself the 155th 

Aviation COMP.'l .. ''lY (,\SS!1.ult Helicopter) • 

From the first, the 155th's two airlift platoons were known as 

tho Stn.;ecoaches, while tho nrr.led pInto on was called. the ~'nlcons. 

Under these m,mes the men of the 155th mve spread their reputation 

for accomplishIng their mas ion while r.laintain.ing the higheOlt of 

safety stllIldnrc.c 011'\ airoraft I'.val1abili ty throuGhout Vietruu:l. Fly-
, 

ing froo Srd.gon in tllo south to Dok Pek in the north and from the 

COMt.1.l plr!1ns to Cn.nbodin, the Stagcconch-Fnloon terun has flown 
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over 130,000 b:.'>\1rS in uuppoJit ot ~it,I~~i:rorc.s caaba tinB tDJ 
.. . ...• '\1K;'i: •. I!\~!~.~·". . 
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threa.t af C-}J.l!:·uniS1J in SouthollDt lla.i4 •..... 

This history 1s dedicated to nll those Clen who hlwe served and 

arc servi.'1{\ with the 155-:;h bviation COClp~ and its attached units 

since its arrival in the Republic of Vietnnn, with special tribute 

to those officers, warrant officers nnd enlisted t'.en who gave their 

lives so tl}:'.t the Republic of South Vietnal:l and the Free World every-

where roy look fonmrd to the future with somewhll.t of a brighter ray 

of hope. L-et us prl\Y th.'1.t these men did net die in v.'1.in. 

PFC MichAel E. Davis 

1101 Joseph S. HuylGr 

SP5 ~/illiam J. Jehnson 

1LT Harold Preiscn<',efer 

,YO Eugene W. C:'l.swell 

WO IfdcMel U. Coryell 

PFC Rich.-u:d E. Dabney 

we R-,ymond L. Ford 

PFC Gregory L. Hiller 

WO Phillip C. Soi 1;h 

PFC James WnJ.kar \' 

. we I'Tilmer J. Willingh:1.O 

SP4 Jolm W .• Wood 

I 

nT }SMORIAM 

1966 

21 October 1965 

21 October 1965 

21 October 1965 

21 October 1965 

27 M"..y 1966 

30 Neveilber 1966 

27 May 1966 

29 11n.rch 1966 

20 December 1966 

29 U'l.1'ch 1966 

30 November 1966 

,0 November 1966 

,0 November 1966 
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sar lCaith D. Gr1££in 

~ Ttlrr,'lIloe Nelson 

SP5 James G. P~ttcrson 

1968 

\.,0 Willis Iv. SI:lith 

1LT Demlis S. Painter 

SP5 Janes Miculus 

SP4 Fl.'fmk L. Frc(l(~le 

1</0 Paul N. Larson 

wo Herbert R~!lshid!l 

SP4 John R. BroDks 

SP4 Or'1ll B. ~!cCar<1()l 

1LT Fred O. :?r'ltt 

,/0 William. F. R'lZ",v'ood 

vro Redlich S. Koppel 

'VA Richari1. C. PuSh 

SP;:' Jaaes D. Budnhnzy 

SP5 Willinm Eister 

SP4 Edw'U."d :l>Iilnn 

SF4 Jr-.m.es S"'I'.nn 

SSG Robert P1nlcston 

\ 
\ 

WO Te;rry L.. Crawfor:l 

16 M:lroh 1967 

23 Mny 1967 

16 lobroh 1967 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 ,lpril 1968 

19 J\pril 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

26 August 1968 

8 Septel1bor 1968 

8 September 1968 

28 December 1968 

24 JU.t1-0 1968 

6 Februn.:ry 1968 

4 March 1968 

4 ~hrch 1968 

13 March 1968 

3 Jnnuary 1969 

8 Jnnuary 1969 

27 Fcbruru'Y 1969 

'. 't' 
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• PFC Santiago Q,linitnnll. 

SP5 Rich R. Hcda..rifl 

SP5 .Term L. p~u 

SF4 Hichmxl C. Bn.uor 

1970 

WO Marlin JohnlJ(;n 

lYO Darek Richardson 

1LT Joocb L. Kinse:~ 

SP4 Win Goeree 

~ro David K. Erenoteft 

SP5 ~lilli".!" n. RC.OlC 

SP5 David NfLchtigall 

SP4 Calvin Scrinn 

5 November 1969 

5 November 1969 

5 November 1969 

20 .April 1970 

20 April 1970 

e l'.'lrc h 1970 

8 M'lXch 1970 

8 Nllrch 1970 

8 M'l.xch 1970 

23 FebrtlflX'J 1970 

23 :EBbrullI"Y 1970 

23 February 1970 

• • • • • this history is dedicated to the Don of the 

155th; to those who fought and lived nml to those who fought and 

• dle('., to thosf) ~lho gave much nnd to those who gave all. 
, 

" 
" \' 

.~ ~ 



~ , -, , 

• 

CON·I.'lNDEP.s 

MA.JOR GSR;\LD IT. LUISI 1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970 

NAJOR RO'.vLA1'D G. STEELE 15 June 1970 - 17 Dcclmber 1970 

CAFTAn! CHARLES E. MARKH.m 17 Decenber 1970 - 31 December 1970 

MISSION 

The clssion of the 155th Assault Helicopter Company is to provide 

general air support as directed by the Conoanding Officer, 10th CODbat 

,\viation Battalion in support of airnr)bilo operations designed to 

search out an'l deBtroy the insurGent enm"'Y and to extenc'. Go'rernment 

.' of ViemaD control of the population • 

. ~' 

, ,··<:~1:~:~h ~ -, 
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AREt. OF OPERATIONS ' 
\dvi,;to'I"I<' -

Mil! ta.r.r Ragion 2, in whioh BM M3 ThIlot is located end in Vb1tfi:.'~', . 
<~~< :<-. 

the 155th t.eomw.t lIal!copJ.;cr C()np~1Y renders the lllIljority or its sup­

port, covers an aro~ of 32,725 sq~~e ~les or 49% of the land aren 

of South Vietru:un. Its' western border is 342 miles long and in common 

with 1.'1.es :md Canb<::clia. 'l'ho eastern border is approximfltely 400 miles 

of coastlin0 b'"relering the South China Sea. Tho ~oa is 400 miles 

wide in the north nnd 342 Dileo wHe in the south. This area: is 

pelitically rUv:Uled into the provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku, 

Phil Bon, and Phu Yen in the 22nd .mVlT Division Tactical Zone, IlIld 

Dorlac, Krulh Hoa, Q.lnllg Duc, Ninh Thuan, L'lD Dong, and Binh ThIlan in 

the 23rd .\RVU Division Tactical Zone. Geographically, this area may 

The coastal plain in a narrow strip of long flat, oftGn marshy, 

tGrrain not moro than tI,enty niles wic'le frot! tho sea inland. This 

arlla is famed by a serios of nU:"1er,)us river deltllJs interrupted by 

a rook ridge line running steeply to the sea. This n.rea io ::tluost 

entirely unc.er cultivation with f,)ur rice crops. a year. 

.. The mo=tain region extends froD north t" south almost the entire 

length ef ~lilitar,y Region 2. EIGvatiQn ranges from 3,000 to 8,000 

feet with the c~ste=n sloPGS quito St80P and the western more gradual. 

Rain foreste CC,Gr threo qUflrtors of this area with most of thG re-

J:lll.inder covored with open, d'eciduous gTowth. CultiYation is limited 

t'l s=ll, clec.xc~L !1fons on relativcly nnt lanel. Flying in this area 

is very haZI:'.rdous with for~ed landing tU'OClB practically non-existent, 

ctlllj,n;,~s :::: ,;qp.(mtly very low, ann winds unprGdictable. 

~_~ ___ ._. _' _L_D_E_CLA--"'S: .... ~'-I:'O""". 1_ 
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the south. This region h-,s' 0.1 titudes ranging from 1,000 to ,,000 teet 

with gen"'"., rollil'l{;' hills IlIld muoh oDon nren. Where tho soil is not 

under cultivation, 0: thiok growth of grass, to a height of eight to 

ten feet, oovers the g.round. Where adqU£Lte ilrainage is provided, this 

area will support f·mr vegetable crops yen.rly. 

Tho prinoipal. cities of this arc Phnn Thiet, Pban Rnng, Carn Ranh, 

Nhn. Tr:mg, nnd ~l Nhon on the OOl1.Stnl plain; DA:ln. t in the mountains; 

Md BM Me Thuot, Ploiku, and Kontur.t on the platenus. The mnjor routes 

of this aren axe 

Route #1 S .... dgon - Danang (coastal route) 

Rou to i¥11 Dala t - Pha.n Rmg 

Route #14 Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kontum 

Route #".9 Pl"iku - Qui Nhon 

Rou te #120 Sa:Lgon - Dllla t 

Route #'21 BIll'l Me Thuot - Nh'1 Trang 

The Republic's mnjor rllil line parnllels Route #1 along its entire 

length with one spur line from Phm ilrng to Delat. Tho logistioal and 

collltlUl1icntions complex n.t Cnm Ranh Bay is locnterl between Phnn Rl1ng 

end Ilhn Trang. 

Woaather throui?hout this area; C:1n be divided into the summer 

I:lonso on , June through Soptenber, M(l the winter monsoon, NO-!1ember 

of trans-

cUw.s1Dg 
" '>', . 
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in Il ~ season fbr tho plr.ta/lus and mountainous erens dur1llg the 

llW:lIJ1or months while the c·)/1.stcDl pr:Jvincos Mve clem: skies and BOod 

flying weather. Tho wint:.!r I!lonso,m brings II northeasterly now with 

the conditione reversed. The cons.tal provinces of Binh TlmM and Ninh 

Thuan are little affected by either monsoon and b..we r-encrnlly clenr 

weathor tho yonr round. 

l\\>'ora(\'o rainfall in tho nounta:in nnd pl."" teau arolls is· 90 inches 

Il!ld on the constal plain 87 inches. The teJ:lpertlture on the cOllstnl 

. plain ranges fran the mid 70' s to tho high 80' s during the ra:iny season 

and low 80 's to high ~O 's during the dry senson. The mountains and 

platenus experi€mco temperatures from the mid 60 's to mid 80 's durine,-

the wet season, And low 60' s to low 80' s ~.urin!3" the dry sonson. "linds 

are no:ro.nlly gusty at 10-15 knots with velocity increasinl" with altitude. 

St.'.rfnce winds up to 25 knots' are frequently encountered. 

Mili tn.ry Hog-ion 2 b..'lS a population of approximn tGly 2.5 million 

peo},le, or just "ver 20% of the populo.tion of the Ii.epublic of Vietnam. 

The majority of this population is locntod alonG the cO'lstal plain in 

the vicL~ty of tho cities. The n'\jority of these people arc Annamese. 

The mountr-tin and plateau regions t:'.rc inh2bite<l chiefly by l-1ontaenard 

tribosmen. There are thirty-nine mnjor tribes /lIld some 150 subordinate 

tribnl ~'Jups of those peopl.,? livinL~ in thu highlrmds of Vietnnm, 

C=bo,l!a lUlG laos. llnn No Tlmot is the trndi tional capitol of these 

people. lifili tn.ry lro(.'ion 2 is inh.'lbitocl by approxiIn.'l tely 500,000 

Montagnards • The b.r.>cst tribe in this ref,'ion io the Ilncl.e, whose 
\ 

influenoe extends from Kontum to ~~ Me Thuot. 

L DECLASSIFIED __ 1. -_._-_._------._-...... _---_ ... -._. 



Tho yetlr apene-:! rellltivoly quiet with the 155th Assnult Helicopter 
• 

Canpany taking a long nced3d rust from the tension of heav,y combat. 

The conplUly c'.1ntinuGcl to provide Ilviation support to the units with 

normnl opcr~tions in the Dnrhc, QilJUl!3' Due, Illld Tuyon Duc Provinces. 

The requirerl tlviati.on support of the B-50 op~rations was terminatei'. due 

tel incronsd enemy activity in the northern part of Nilitnry ilegion 2. 

This· mission W.'lS transferr<ld to Another aviati(m unit which was more 

closely basGd tc; the new B-50 a:roa of operatinns. 

In the month nf Jal'lllltry, thero occurro''l ~. shift in the tactical 

situation in which the 155th wns ealleel on to provide support for the 

4th Infantr'J Divisi.on operatinc in tho Pleiku area. The 4th Infantry 

Division bogf.L'1. recaivin,,: the priority of support and tho daily committ-

Dent rani"Dd fr:"!! four to twelve UH-1H aircraft anel from two to four 

UH-1C aircraft. The unit supplied ass<lts for a total of twonty combat 

as saul ts with totals of 1884 troops anr. 11 tons of cn.=go lifted in 

these operations. 

On the 6th of J,'1nuary at 0045 hour", CIlL1P Coryell receive(l five 

,>rounits ()f 82mm nortrur. There wore no personnel injured nnd only minor 

c'Iama,,-e to one UH-1H. The reooinc1er of the month was free from enemy 

,[lorto:t' an': r0ckot attacks. 

With tho arrival of February, the 155th resumed its support of the 

B-50 oper'ltions. Thi~ mission consist()'l of providintc n.ssets in support 

i of raconn::l.issF.l1lCO pntrt?ls with a nqrr;;nl conmittnont of four to six 

U'll:-1H aircraft. The fdr F<Jrce provHC!rl tho Fi\C and gunship assets. 

I DECLASSIFIED 
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Through out the months oE February and Maroh the unit oont:1m.lea 

to support tho 4th In!antr,r D~vision in tho Ple1kn region as well 

as' its commitments to the units in the Ban Me Thuot area of opera.t1on. 

A total of tw<ilnty-seven combalt asslUllts wore conducted with Il. combined 

hour total of 5838 for the two t1onths. 

Enomy activity around Camp Cor,rell remained negligible during 

this period of time. 0l:IG> ver,r insignificant attack resulted in neg-

ative dronage to personnel or material. 

Hith the beginning of the socond quarter cnme A. build up of 

enelliY activity in the 1Ja;n Me Thuot area. The 155th IS (lviation assets 

were called upon throughout the period to provide gun support, mede-

vacs and resupply in support of the 23rd ARVU Division Ill1d its OPCON 

units. During this period the unit MSO continued to provide support 

of the local aren of oproration as well as B-50 and the 4th fufantr,r 

Division in Pleiku province. 

The enerr;y opened the t10nth of April with a literal "bnng". A 

mortar attaok on the 1st of April resulted in four I1IA from the 219th 

RAe and three st:ructures d/ll!1::tge<l. Th" conpoun1 withstood two more 

attacks during the rlonth with d=ees to thr"e UH-1C and five UH-1H 
• , 
aircrl1.ft. 

en the 20th of April, fcux ships WGre conductinc B-50 operations. 

A recClnruUss::mce patrol ClUne into con tact with the enel!lY and an ex-

filtration was launched. LT Bet\u:lreault and 1.0 Wylie w~re piloting 

the pick up nircr:ll't az;d FIB -,hey touched down in the LZ they received. 

intense ener.;y fire. JUst a'S the a.i:rcmft lifted abOlve the trees on 

take off, it was h:l.t in the tail seotion by 11 B-40 rocket ".n(t cmshed 

into tha hea.'1;y oanopied jungle. After olimbing freCll of the wreokage, 

L DEC! ASSIFIEO 1 ______ , 
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the crev beam r. runn::ng battla with tho ono~ that extend'ad tcr batter 

tlum thirty minutes. 1'!Hh sunshi]'l covar, thay wera able to find nn 

• LZ and wore finaJ.ly r:ulled from tha jungle. 

At o.pproxil.'l£ltely 1900 hourrJ: n seconcl aircraft, piloted by 1.,0 Mnrlin 

Jolmson and \.0 Dnrek Rich,'lrdson, entered the aren 1'or extraction 01' a 

recrm team. As they were rubout to touoh down in the LZ they reoeived 

a B-40 rooket in the oockpit, killing booth pilots instlUltly. The 

orewchie1' and ~~er survived the orash and were rescued but due to 

ener.Jy firo tho bodies wera not recClvG't'Gd until n: later date. This was 

truly n: very dn.rk day in the hist,)ry 01' the 155th. 

In rt~, a now o1'1'ensive was launche(1. arsninst the enell\Y in the 

western regions 01' Mili t;uy Region 2 and the Caobodinn border arena. 

A major portion 01' the 155th's assets would be celDl:litte(l to this 

o1'fensivG over, a poriod of three months. The first of suc:h operations 

wa's ccmduoted on 20 ~1'lY, west 01' Duc Lap. The 155th provided the bulk 

of the assets an(l a !"Jljor portion of the pl,mni,nc. NAJ Ger,'1ld H. Luisi 

WIlS the Air }rissl.on COmruJJll.der for the operation, controlling twen ty-

four lift aircraft, twelve henvy lift aircrA.ft 0.)1(1 eight gunships. The 

opernt::':m ext0J1clerl f~r f.\ period of tWIJ weeks rmd was highly successful 

• 
, with the grounrl 1'orceo finrling nUl!lerous cnches 01' =s, l!ledical supplies, 

1'00<1 ~.n,l vehicles. 

Tho enonw continued his mortllr c.ttacks 'm the COl!lpoun<1 with two 

o:~tc.cks during }l"Jy" The C(}!:lpcun". took f! tc:tal of eiehteen rounds, 

,:~~~~/ 
" C\', '--i .. ~,~'- ":,, 
" ',,' r-~ \ \ ,. 

rosulting in Dinar clnoage 01' 1'oa.1: UII-1H nircra1't anil negative oasualties 

to I,arsonnel. 

Durintz the month 01' June '~he 155th ARC was oalled on to provide 

assots fo:.: tHe, nor-e llJssaul ts on the Clll:lborli"..n border regions. These 

L PECLASSIFIED 1 ___ _ ._-----------------



opertl.tions WIlS wo;tehed in the mat quant1t1G1S or arms, supplies, and 
ringing aro£lS which wore onptura.t or dOlltrclye<l. 

Tho r.tonth of JUn(l als') witnosoed the innova.tion of the 2/1st Caval.r,r 

into the Er.m He Thuot n.ref.l. With tho 155th cO~1L1itted to supporting its· 

local J\O, E-50 and Ill'ons ef Pleiku, the 2/1ot wros responoible fer "Hunter 

Killer" tacticll in the EIU'l ~1e Thuot provinces. 

On the 9th of June, Clllmp Coryell once ngain CrlJJe un(ler mortar attack. 

A tot",l of nino r.tortar rounds impacted in tho corral nreFli resul tin/? in 

minor dnP.lftge to W') UH-lll and wr) UH-1C aireraft. 

On the 11th of JUno, rrL~J Gerald H. Luisi relinqUished cOL'1!!lnnd of 

the unit to M.4J Rowlnnd G. SteElle. 

The period of 1 July to 30 September refleeted a change in tactical 

operaticms f~r the 155th. Thore WitS a Gcn'~rn~ reduction in laree scale 

npern.tions and in turn an increase in sJ!'Jl'ller company or pla.toon size 

opern tions. Thi'3 wa.s also acconprmie,l by a shift of suprort fron the 

northern Pleiku reGions tr) support of operllti~ns in the Tuyen Duc ancl 

Lac Dong pr,)vincos tn the;) south. .Iside fron the normal assets in support 

of the 23rd ARVlf Division, Detachnont B-23 5th SFG, B-50 and units of 

the Brl.'l Me Thuot..J)uc L.'tp are!'., tho 155th sent aviation assets in support .. 
of the 44th ARVN Regirlent (Srmg Mon.), 53rcl ARVN Regillent (Di Linh), Dlv-

Ision Light CP (Dalai;) t:'.n(1 Dnht HllCV. Thera were txls·~ sporlltic missions 

in su;mol:'t of Phnn Rnn!? MACV, Phu Bon Pr')Vince, 129th ARC (Qui Nhon), 

Duc Jtr R.~ngers, 25th Intell To:ul and G-2 Sniffer. During this period 

155th AHC aimed 11 ,vory definite n",mbership in "Vn(!!llbonrls (If the Sky". , 
The eneLlY cont!I1uGd to hnra:sf) Canp Coryell with nortn.r attnck& 

durinG this period of operatian. The first o.ttnck, rmd only attack tor 
JUly occ=(.:·'. on the 18th of July and consisted af seven 82= nortar 

rounds rosul tine in threo damgod UII-1 C aircraft. 

I DE._CLA ........... ~oS ..... ~""'FI~_D"-" _L -_._------_. , 



During the J:lonth ot AUGUSt,. the 155th oontinued to auPP,ort 1111 .&0 

extendinll' from Pleikll IlI'ld Qui Nhon in tho north to PMn Net and Bao 

Loc in the south. Thel."O was It tot"l of nine ooobat as saul ts conducted in 

the r.xonth of A11f;'Ust but only one took on My aspeot of a cnj or Assault. 

On the 17th of the !!lOn th, tho 155th :lISsisted by the 281 st ,urC and the 

243rd :,SHC provided. l;tVilltion assets for Il. 23rd ,iRVli Division assault on 

"Happy Vallny", II lonG tirlo stronghold of local Viet Cone Md NVJ\. The 

operation was eonituctecl without incident to aviation assets IlI'ld ~lith only 

limited contact on the part of tho er0uncl eleMents. The rel!ll'l.ining 

assl'l:ults wert} conductGd on a =ch srnnller scale with normally 11 platoon 

size Ilviation unit in support. 

The second attack for tho quarter occu=od on 1 August. The compound 

received [1)pproxim'l:tely four to five rounds with nGgativG dQJ~"<ge to 

personnel or aircrrlft. 

Along wi tIl the very diversifiGcl Md far ron.chinG "ash IUld trash" 

t.,ission!], the" sl!'.'1.l1 scale assaults hecam the l!lfl.jori vJ of the 155th 

support f:)r tho l'l0nth of SepteMber. A total of nineteen conbllt assaults 

were conrluctCld in support of the 4/1th, 45th and 53rd ,lRVN RClgiments, 

D-23 5th SFG an(t 8th Ca.1'r.IlJ:y. Of these PJssaul ts only two could be 
• • 
consi(lered l!lfl.jcr. The first one t.)ok place on thCl 3rd of the month. 

This 0pCl=aticm WIlS in s1ippor'~ of the 45th llRVN Ree:illent \{(Jrking in the 

"VC Mountllin" region located southeast of Duc Lap. \;'eather on this 

particular, d.'\Y cren te(l n pr(,bleo end dCllny".1 the tlllke-o;ff. Hhen the 

assets WClre £:lnl\lly ll'l:unchcd thCl ~tenther WIlS still sor.xewho.t =einal. . I 
Alltll1ngs want well witu the lift platoon touched down in LZ #4, 

where: they rocoivcd intense seni-o.utol.\'l.tic fire. The F!lJ.coOn ~hips 

ir.1I:ltldintClly suppressed thCl fire. However, one orewMeMber "'as wounded 
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in tho leg nnn we iCl.lodL'1.toly lOledovnccd to BM Me Tbuot lind then to 

Cam Ila:nh Boy wheru he rtlcovorod £rom hie wound. 

On the 29th of. Septeuber it Wf.\S bll.ck into "Happy Valley" for the 

second r.L-'tjor .<lssf.\ul t of the &lonth. This opern.tion WIlS ctmducted entirely 

by the 155th ,ond consistod of inserting 445 troops on n. se,'lrch and clea:r 

cisaion. T!:le I1;ssault wns completed without inciclent to aviation assets, 

end ~Ii th rel:l,tive success: for the ground forces. 

During the month of September Canp Coryell reoeived three B-40 

rocketo on the 9th Mel light e.utomatic Mel seci-nutoJ:llltic firo on the 

27th resul tine; in negn.tivo do.mgo or cnsunl ties. 

The finnl quarter was' chnracterized by f.\ general reduction in 

operntinns for the 155th AlIC. The unit continued to provide support 

for units operating in nnd llXouncl the Bon He Tlmot, Duc Lnp, nnel. Ghia 

Nehin. with r.dclitiontlll support tn the Drolat, Di 1mh, Baa 1oc, Soner 110Q 

recions in the south and the Pleiku reCi(.'Us to tho north. 

The r:nnth of Ootober was onG of relatiye inactivity. The u:1it 

continuecl t:) comluct the norJ:lllI "ash nnd trash" and dircClt conbat suppor'~ 

cissions in its widely dispersed ,\0. In addition, tho COr.?JlMY conducted 

only four combl1.t Fl.sfJllults dur:t'1[.< t:1e :"onth rnd all of these were platoon 
• , 
to section size aviation operations in support of the 53rd Regiment, 

45th Rogimnt, 8th Cavalry r,llil. B-23 5th SFG. 

Although the conpFUl,Y' s op.:Jrn.tir;ns doclt'llltpea. tn· size oncl nuunber, 

the Elner\y attncks n.{,ninst C:>;r,lP Coryell mcrensecl SUi.1uWh.'1It in intEl'Jlsit,y • 

. The first attack c:msistad of eleven I:lortllr rounds fired into the 

compound. Ncitho~r of these attllOks WIllf) effective, Cll.usfnl, nesntive 

dnJ~{!'E! or c,ulUnl ticf) • 

I DECLASSIFIED I 
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October I.'~c'.) witnessod 11 fl1'Otlt4' needed intemAl improveent or the 

oompound. During th(l month, tho Ilf'f'icors and enlisted cen of the 155th 

oemented the bottom of the 1f;r1r.lnilll.l' r,ool. The pool proviously had 11 

pol,yvirl3'l ohloride liner nnd duo to rips in the liner, the po()l had been 

olosed for sev'lrn.l llcnths. 

November opened with the future of the unit ver,y much a question 

mark in the r.linds o,f tllll concerned. RtuJor control WtllS working overtime 

and had tho c 0I!lpany me.ving to all qum:lrnn ts of the compas s. Al though the 

unit showed signs of apprehension towtllrds its final deot~, it contin-

ued to provide support to unito of its locnl l'Jnd f,u: renching AO. The 

Stagecoach-Falcon tel1r.1 also began to frequent the Pleidjer8l1g and Pleiku 

regions with Md incronsinff rOi"tunri ty, usunlly to provide support for 

the 42nd on] 47th llHVN Roginents. 

The clxlbnt IlSSIlUlts for the tlOnth of NOVetlber tDtnlec' four in nunber 

ll!Ild continuod on the sr.1.'lller unit concept. One cf thGse assaults, however, 

was Il> conbined effort with the 52nd CAB in support of the 42ncl Regiment. 

Thc assault ~/as renGWed offenoivCl to rid tho western borcler aroas of the 

Pleiku regi,)n of Il. substantinl enell1Y thrGat. The operation consisted 

of twelve lift aircra:ft, f:>t!X hea.\Iy lift aircrnft IlnC' six gunships in 

suPl,ort of a grounil elenent of approximtl.tely 450-500 troops. The ground 

During the month of Novemher, the compounil rem~ineil fxee of eneqy 

aotivity until the 30th when five sappers tried to breach the camp per­

imeter. The Ilttfllck \o(t';s repelle<'. with possible enerv casu.-"l ties, however 
, 

these were unconfirm .. ..,;t by a gunnhip reconnaisslUlce '::J£ the !U'Oa. 

tIlth the close of ~r()vember cnme the lone awaited nnd dishearten.inc 

word th'l.t th'3 1;5th ARC wn.s coine to clen.ctivl\te nnd return to the states. 
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'!!be projected dEltes for the st. .... nddown and oOltctivo.tion were given l1li 

14 Deoember 1970 to 15 Jnnuar:; 1971. 

With the onoot nf Decer:bor, the Sttllgecrm.ch-Falcon te= entered its 

final fourtoen d~s of operation. Although thogn wore the last d~s of 

oporationn, they were far frmrr tho loast rl:ctivc. The unit continued to 

SUl'Port its normnl missi-:ms, in a't,Ution to a daily oOr.l!:1itmont to tho 

Ple:!lcu nr,).',. :.'uring this final fourtaon ltny periorl n total of 1049 hours 

wore flown, lo(:!zing 2835 sorties and 32 tons of OD.rC;/J lifted. Tho onjority 

of these statistics wero in snpl'ort of tho nino assaults oonducted.in 

the Pleilcu, Choo Roo and "HaprY V'~lley" a;roas. The ,;rea ter portion of 

thoso opern.tions woro in support of uni to involvo(l in sntumtion patrol 

tootios with a coorlitlJont of sovan UTI-Hi ancl two UTI-1C aircrni't. 

Enemy IIctivi ty during tho L~onth of December consiated of two m')rtar 

att!llcks on the 2nd and the 19th of tho nonth. On tho 2m~ of DeoGI!lber, 

tho c(.mpound roceived f<)ur 60r.un rc)unds. TherrJ were no casual tios among 

the personnel and only lil"ht d="~-:e to throo Rircrnft. The attt!ck on 

the 19th consisted cf fClur rounds which ovcr shot the oompound 1L'1d 

impn:cted in residential sections ndjncent to tho perioeter, resulting 

}n severai civilian casualties. , 

On 14 December 1970 Rt 2400 hours, the 155th J\slSault Helicopter 

COffiFany censod operations Mrl bOGNl the m'1.ssive t.'1.s1<1:: of deactivation • 
• 

Aftor n final coml'!l..'1y pnrty tho unit sot to w0rk on tho Keystone turn-in 

with the SOO1·;) ""nlous and mission ori.mted attitude 'which h",d won its 

llP.I.'lO Q.'1d reputatiQI1 over the past five ane1 ono hnlf years of operations. 

On 17 Decembor, 1'1M RowlMd G. S·teele relinquished his command or 

the C'Ji:!;'IU1Y tv cpr Chnr2es E. Mnxkhnm wh'> would lena. tho company throuch 

,:,,!~''' .. , , 
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its' fiMl fu:lys of exiotono,j 1!I.'f1 It' unit 1n thea! South Vietnam. 

The 155th oompiled the tollow1ne st~tistios daring the yearl 

• • 

Hours Fio~rn ••••••••••••••••• ··················25,251 
Troops Lifted •••.•.....•••.•••••• •••••••••••• 113 ,538 

sorties •••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••68 ,678 

Cargo F' ... 'luled (Tons) .•..••.......•.....• ········1, 560 


