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Serving in direct support of the Free World Forces and the

; Army of *the Neoublic of Vieinam, the 155th Aviation Company is
similar to the many other aviation units of the same size and
structure, TFormed originally as Company 4, 1st Aviation Battalion,
13t Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vung
Pau, Viednam on 1 May 1965. Moving immediately to Ban lie Thmot, with
an aireraft complement of 24 Ux-1D's, the advance party was welcomed
by LTC Delbert Townsend, former Commrnder of the 52nd Aviation Bat-

talion. &fter much preparation and many traiining hours through which

the men of Company i became proficient in the new and demanding tech-

nique of flying in a combat zone, the company was declared operational

on 1 June 1965. On 20 November 1965, Company A was redesignated as

the 1%55th Aviation Company (air Mobile Light). Unofficially the 155th

was directed by the 1st Aviation Brignde to designate itaelf the 155th

Assault Helieopter Company. At that time that designation was in
effect for all Air Mobile Light .viation Companies throughout Viet-
nam. In 1969, the 155th was directed to redesignate itself the 155th
&viation Company (Assault Helicoptex).

From the fifst, the'155th's two airlift platoons werc known as
the Stageconches, while the armed platoon was called the Falcons.
. Under these names the men of the 155th have spread their reputation
. o ‘ for accomplishing thelr misaion while maintaining the highest of
‘safety standarés andl aireraft nvailability thioughqut Vietnan. Fly-

" ing from Saigon in the south to Dok Pek in the north and from the

~ conatal plains to Cambodin, the Stagecoach-Falcon tean has flown
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over 130,000 hours in aupporhof
threat of Crrzaundsu in Southoast ﬁe:[a. ‘ :
This history 1s dedicated to alll. those men who have served and |
sre serving with the .155‘.'.h Aviation Company ond its attached units
ainco its arrival in the Republic of Vietnanm, with special tribute
to those officers, warrant officers and enlisted men who gave their
lives so thnt the Republic of South Vietnanm and the Free World every-

where may look forward to the future with somewhat of a brighter ray

‘Forces eombating tba '

of hope. Iet us pray that these men did not die in wvain.

PRC Michael E. Davis
W01 Joseph 3. Huyler
SP5 Willian J. Johnson

15T Harcld Preisendaefer

WO Bugene W, Caswell
WO Michael N. Coryell
FPFC Richard E. Dabney
WO Raymond L. TFord
PFC Gregory L. Miller
WO Phillip C., Smith
PFC Jamcslﬁalkm: El
w0 Wilmer J. .Willinghr}'n

SP4 Join W. Wood

DECLASSIFIED

taiN =12,

m MMORTAM

1965

21
21
21

21

27
30
27
29
20
29
30
30

30

October 1965
Octcber 1965
October 1965

October 1965

My 1966
Noveinber 1966
May 1966
March 1966
Decerber 1966
March 1966
Novenber 1966
November 1966

November 1966




3GT Keith D. Griffinllh.
WO Terrance Nelson
SPS Jarmes G. Patterson
1963
WO Willis W. Smith
1LT Dennis X, Painter
3p5 Jmnes Miculus
SP4 Frank L. Freedlle
WO Paul N. Larson
WO Herbert Hoyashida
SP4 John R. Brooks
SP4 Oran B. McCardol
1LT Fred O. Fratt
WO William F, Harwocd
WO Redlich 3. Koppel
WO Richard C. Fugh
3P4 Jones D. Budahﬁzy
SP5 Willinm mister
SP4 Edwnrd Milan
8F4 Jomes Swann

5SG Robert FPinkston

1969

. WO Ronald HMcGezy

ESP4 Richﬁrd See p"J"“""'

WO Terry §. Crawford |
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16 March 1567

23 Moy 1967
16 March 1967

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

26 August 1968

8 September 1968
8 Septembor 1968
28 December 1968
24 Junc 1968

6 February 1968
4 March 1968

4 March 1963

13 March 1968

3 January 1969
8 January 1969

27 February 1969




8P5 Aruando Randres o
FFC Santiago Guinitena
SP5 Rich R. Medaris
SP5 Joehn 4. Poymo
SF4 Richrid CG. Bauor
1970

WO Marlin Johnaon
WO Darxek Richardscn
1LT Jaccb L. Kinsex
5P wiﬁ Goeree

WO David K. Erenateft
SP5 Williem B. Rogne
W0 Paul E. Dolik |
gP5 David Wachtignll

SPA Calvin Serian

W v « » o this higtory is dedicated to the men of the

155th; to those who fought and lived and to those who fought and

23 Moy 1969
23 May 1969
5 November 1969
5 November 1969

5 Novembexr 1969

20 April 1970

20 April 1970

8 March 1970

8 March 1970

8 Morch 1970

8 March 1970

23 February 1970
23 February 1970

23 Fehruary 1970

died, to those who gave mch and to those who gave all.

[ nemasaisen |




1557H ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

COMASNDERS

MsJOR GERALD H. LUIST 1 Jarmary 1970 - 15 June 1370

MAJOR ROWLAND G. STEELE 19 June 1970 - 17 Decerber 1970

CAPTATN CHALRLES E. MARKHAM 17 Decerbor 1370 ~ 31 December 1970

MISSION

The mission of the 155th Assault Hellcopter Company is to provide

general air support as directed by the Commanding Officer, 10th Combat

dviation Battalion in support of airmobile operations deslgned o

gearch out and destroy the tnsurgent encry and ‘o extend Government

» of Vietnam control of the pupulation.
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ARE; OF OFERATIONS

the 155%h Assoult Helicopier Compaty renders the majority of its su;;.'.."
port, covers an area of 32,725 square miles or 49% of the land area

of South Vietnam. Its weastern berder is 342 miles long and in common
with Laos and Cambedia. The eastern border is approximntely 400 miles
of coastline bordering the South China Sea. The arca is 400 miles
wide in the north and 342 riles wide in the south. Thig. area is
politically divided into the provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku,
Phu Bon, and Piu Yen in the 22nd ARV Division Tactical Zone, and
Darlac, Kanh Hoa, Quang Duc, Ninh Thuan, Lam Dong, and Binh Tiuan in
the 23rd ARVN Division Tactical Zone. Geographically, this area may
ey Adridad ints thr: . najor areas.

The constal plain is a narrow strip of long flat, often marshy,
terrain not more than twenty miles wide from the sez inland. This
arga is formed by a series of numersus river deltas interrupted by
a rock ridge line running steeply to the sea. This area is almost
entirely under cultivation with four rice crops a year.

The morntain region extends from north to south almest the entire
length of Military Region 2, Elevation ranges from 3,000 to 8,000
feet with the easterm slopes quite stecp and the western nore gradual.
Rain forests ccver threo quarters of this arca with most of the re-
mainder covered with open, deciduocus growth. Cultivation is limited
!to sosll, clenxed ﬁrens on relatiﬁe}y flat land. Flying in this area
is vexry hazardous with foracd landing areas practically non-existent,

coilings Ifiequontly very low, and winds unpredictable.
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| prised of the Kontun Platoau in the north nnd the Da.rlac Phrte!m in =
'l:he south. This region he altitudes ranging from 1,000 %o 3 000 faet
with gen4ly rolling hills and much open area. Where the soil iz not
under cultivation, a thick growth of grass, to a height of eight to
ten feet, oovers the ground. Where adquate drainage is provided, this
aroa will support four vegetable crops yearly.

The principal cities of this are Phan Thiet, Phan Rang, Cam Ranh,
Nha Trang, and Qui Whon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains;
and Ban Me Thuot, Fleilm, and Kontum on the plateaus. The najor routos
of this area are

Route #t Saigon - Danang (coastal rcute)

Route #11 Dalat ~ Phan Rang

Route #14 Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kontum

Route #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon

Route #20 Saigson = Dalat

Route #2171 Ban Me Thuct -~ Wha Trang

The TRepublic's major rail line parallels Route #1 along its entire
length with cne spur line from Fhan inng to Dalat. The legistical and
communicrtione complex at Cam Ranh Bay is loecated beftween Phon Rmng
and Bha Trang. |

Weather throughout this area can be divided into the summer
monsoon, June through Septerber, and the winter monsoon, Nogsember
‘-through April, with the months of Mny and October as perioda of trans—
g t_iqn. Daring the swi" mer ronsoon the wind 1s southwesterly, ,oansing
‘o]..d)ud buildups on the western slopes of the mountains. Th.tsr results

..
LY

i DECLASSIFIED




e N e e S

in a rainy sesson for tho plntenus and mountainous erens duriné the
summer months while the ¢onstal provinces have clear skies and good
flying weather. Tho wint:r monsoun Srings a northeasterly flow with
the conditions reversed. The coastal provinces of Binh Thuan and Ninh
Tion are little affected by either monsoon mnd have generally clear
weather the yenr round.

average rainfall in the mountain nnd ploteau arcas is 90 inches
and on the coastal plain 87 inches, The temperature on the coastal
-Plain ranges fron the mid 70's to the high 80's during the rainy sesson
and low 80's to high §0's during the dry season. The mountains and
plateaus experience temperaturcs from the mid 60's to mid 80's. during
the wet season, and low 60's to low 80's during the dry season, Winds
- are normally gusty at 10-15 knots with velocity inereasing with altitude.
Surface winds up to 25 knots are frequently encountered.

Military Regiﬁn 2 has a population of approximately 2.5 million
peorle, or just over 20% of the population of the Kepublic of Vietnam.
The mnjority of this porulation 13 loecatod along the consgtal plain in
the vicinity of the citlies. The majority of thege people are Annamese,

The mountain and platenu regions arc inhabited chiefly by Montagnard
tfibosmen. There are thirty-nine major tribes and soms 150 subordinate
tribal grmuupa of these people living 1n the highlends of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos. Ban Me Thuot is the traditional capltol of these
people. HMilitary Resion 2 is inhabited by approximately SO0,000
Montagnards., The largest triba in this reglon is the Rade, whose

influence extends from Kontum to Ban Me Thiot.
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COMANY OTMIATIONS

Tho year openel relativoly quiet with the 155th Assault Helicopter

Conpany taking a long needad rost from the tension of heavy combat.

The company continued to previde aviation support to the units with
normal operations in the Darlac, Quang Due, and Tuyen Duc Provinces.
The requircd aviation suprort of the B-50 operations was terminnted due
to increnscd enemy activity in the northern part of Military Region 2.
This mission was transferrad to another aviation unit which was more
closely based to the new B-50 arca of operations.

In the month of Jamiary, therc occurred a shift in the tactical
situation in which the 155th was called on.to provide support for the
4th Infantry Divisicn onerating in the Pleiku area. The Ath Infantry
Division bogan receiving the priority of support and the daily committ-
nent rangred from four to twelve UH-1H airceraft and from two to four
UH-1C aircraft, The unit supplied assets for a total of twenty combat
assaults with totals of 1884 troops and 11 tons of carge lifted in
these onerations.

On the 6th of January at 0045 hours, Caup Coryell received five

Jrounds of 82mm nmortar. There were no persomnel injured and only minor
domacse to one UH-1H. The renaninder of the month was free from enemy
wortar and rocket attacks.

With the arrival of February, the 155th resuned its support of the
B-50 operations. This mission consistel of providing nssets in support

~ of reconnanissance pdtr%ls with a normal conmittment of four to six

UA-1H aircraft. The Alr Force provided the FAQ and gunship assects.
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Through cut the months of February and March the unit contimued
to support tho 4th Infantry Division in the Fleliu region as well
ag its commitments to the units in the Ban Me Thuot area of operation,
4 total of twenty-seven combalt assanlts were conducted with a combined
hour total of 58%8 for the two months,

Enemy activity around Camp Coryell remained negligible during
this poriod of time. OCme very insimificant attack resulted in neg-
ative damage to perscnnel or material.

With the beginning of the sccond quarter came a build up of
enemy activity in the Ban Me Thuot area. The 155th's aviation assets
were called upaon throughout the period to provide gun support, mede-
vacs and resupply in support of the 23rd ARVN Division and its OPCON
unita. During this period the unit also continued to provide support
of the local area of opsration as well as B-50 and the 4th Infantry
Division in Pleikun province.

The eneny opened the month of April with a literal "bang". A
mortar attack on the 1st of April resulted in fomr WIA from the 219th
RAC and three structures damaged. The compound withstood two more

attacks during the month with damages to three UH-1C and five UH-1H

L
’

aireraft,

tn the 20th of April, four ships were conducting B-50 operations.
A reconnrissance patrol came into contact with the enemy and an ex-
filtration was launched. LT Beoudreault and WO Wylie were piloting
the pick up nircraft and ags they touched down in the LZ they received
intanse enemy fire, Just as the afreraft lifted above the trees on o

take off, it wag hit in the tall secticn by a B-40 rocket and crnshed

into tha heavy cnnopied *ungle. After climbing free of the wreckage,
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the orew began o running battlo with the enomy that extended for batter

than thirty nimtes. Wlth gunshin cover, théy were able to find an
L2 md were finclly rulled from the jungie.

At approximately 1900 hours a second aireraft, plloted by WO Marlin
Jolmson and WO Darek Richardson, entered the aren for extraction of a
Tecrn team, As they wers about to touch down in the LZ they received
# B-40 rocket in the cockpit, killing both pilots instantly. The
crewchief and gummer survived the orash and were rescued but due to
enemy fire the bodies were not recovered until a later date. This was
truly o very dark dny in the history of the 155th.

In Moy, a new offensive was launched agninst the enemy in the

western regions of Military Region 2 and the Cambodian border areas.

4 mojor portion of the 155th's assets would be committed to this
offensive cover - a pariod of three months. The first of such operations
was conducted on 20 May, west of Duc Lap. The 155th provided the bulk
of the assets and a major portion of the planning. MAJ Gerzald H. Luisi
was the Air Mission Commender for the operation, controlling twenty-
four lift aircraft, twelve heavy lift aircraft and eight gunships. The
operatinn extendad for a pericd of two wecks and was highly successful
with the ground forces finding numercus caches of arms, medical supplies,
Pood and vehielaes,

The enemy contimied his mortnr attacks on the compound with twa
attacks during May. The coppsun® tock n total of eighteen rounds,
rosulting in ninor damage of fome UH-1H aircraft and negative oasualties
to personnél. |

During the month of June %the 155th AHC was called on to provide

nsscts for twe more assaults on the Cambodian border rogions. These
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operntions wag weighed in the wnst quantitiaes of arms, supplies, and

staging areas which wore captured or dogtroyed, _
< The month of Junc alsv witnesned the fnnovation of the 2/1st Cavalry
into the B lie Thuot aren. With the 155th committed to supporting its
local 40, B-50 and arecas of Plefku, the 2/1at was responsible for “Hunter
Killer" tactics in the Ban Ma Thuot provinces,

On the 9th of June, Camp Coryell once again cane under mortar attack.
A total of nine mortar rounds impacted in the corral area resulting in
minor damage to two TH-1H and twn UH-1C aircraft,

On the 11th of June, MAJ Gorald H. ILulsi relinquished command of
the unit to MAJ Rowland G. Steele. |

The period of 1 July to 30 September reflected a change in tactical
operations for the 155th. There was » goneral reduetion in larpe scals
operations and in turn an increase in amaller company or platoon =zize
operations. This was also accompanied by a shift of support from the
northem Pleiku regions to support of operations in the Tuyen Duc and
Lan Dong provinces to fhe gsouth., Aside from the normal assets in support
of the 23rd ARVN Division, Detachment B-23 5th S¥G, B~-50 and units of
the Brm Me Thuwot-Duc Lap areq, the 155th sent aviation assets in support
2
‘of the 44th ARWN Reginent (Song Moa), 53rd ARVN Reginent (Di Linh), Div-
isicn Light CP (Dalat) and Dalnt MACV. There were also sporatic missions
;.n supvort cf Phon Rang MACV, FPhu Bon Province, 129th ATC (Qui Nhon),
Duc My Rangers, 25th Intell Team and G2 Sniffer, During this period

the 155th AHC eamed a very definite membership in "Vagobonds af the Sky".

The enery oontinued to harase Camp Coryell with rortar attacks
 during this period of operation. The first attack, and only attack for
July occurre” on the 18th of July and consistaed of seven 82mn nortar

rounds resuliing in threo damgud UH-1C aireraft,
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During the month of iugust,.the 155th gontinuoed to suppprt an A0

axtending from Plefla and qui Nhon in the north to Phan Thiet and Bao
- Loc in the south. Therc was a total of nine combat aasaults conduoted in

the month of August but only one tock on any aspect of a major assault.
On the 17th of the month, the 155th mssisted by the 281st AHC and the
243rd ASHC provided avintion agsets for a 23rd sR¥E Division asgault on
"Happy Valley®, a long tine stronghold of loeal Viet Cong and NVA. The
operation was conducted without incident to aviation aszets and with only
limited contact on the part of the ground elements. The remrining
assaunlts wers conducted on a ruch smaller seale with normally a platoon
glze aviation unit in support.

The sccond attack for the quarter occurred on 1 August. The compound
received approximately four to five rcunds with negative damage to
personnel or airecrnft.

Mong with the very diversificd and far reaching "ash and trash"
rdgsions, the small scale assaults hecame the majority of the 155th
support for the month of September. A total of ninetecn combat ngsaults
were conducted in support of the Adth, 45th and 53rd ARVN Regiments,
B-23 5th SFG and 8th Ca¥@lry. Of these assaults only two could be
';onsidered najcr. The first one took place on the 3rd of the month.
This operaticn waa in suppors of the 45th ARVN Regiment wurling in the
;VC Mountain" rogion located southeast of Duc Lap. Weather on this
particular, day crented a problem and delnyuﬁ the tnke-off. ‘“When the

lasscts_wgre finnlly lnﬁnched the weather was still somewhat marginal.

" A1l things went well witil the 1ift platoon touched down in LZ #4,
where they reccived intense seni-amtonatic fire. The Falewon gunships

frmedintely suppressed the fire. However, one crewnember wWas wounded

-
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in the leg and was irwediatoly medevaced to Ban Me Thunt and then to

Cam lonh Bay where he ruecovered fronm his wouﬁd.

On the 29th of Septenber it was back into “Happy Valley" for the
gsacond major assaoult of the uonth. This operation was conducted sntirely
by the 155th =nd consisted of inserting 445 troops on a search and clear
nission, The assault was completed without incident to aviation assets,
and with relative success for the ground forces.

During the month of September Camp Coryell received three B-40
rockets on the 9th and light sutomatic and semi-automatic fire on the
27th resulting in negative damoge or casualties.

The final quarter was characterized by a general reduction in
operatimms fof the 155th AHC. The unit contimied to provide support
for units operating in and around the Ban Me Thuot, Duc Lap, and Ghia
Nehia with additional support to the Dalat, Di Linh, Bzo Loe, Song Mon
reglong in the asuth and the Pleil regions to the north.

The month of Cetober was onc of relative Innctivity. The unit
continued to conduct the normal "ash and trash" and direct combnt support
nigsions in its widely dispersed 40. In addition, the cormpany conducted

only four cembat assaults during the wonth nnd all of these were platoon
3

*

to section size avintion operations in support of the 53rd Regiment,
45th Regiment, 8th Cavalry and B-23 5th S7Q.

' Although the company's operaticns docrsepea.in' size and mamber,
the enery attacks against Comp Coryell incrensed soncwhat in intensity.
- The first nttqck consisted of eleven mortar rounds fired into the

-6ompound. Noither of these attacks was effective, causinr negntive

damnmre or easunlties.
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October aloy wituesscd a sreatly nveded internal inprovement of the
compound. During the month, tho officefs nnﬂ enliated nen of the 155tk
comentud the bottom of the ewimning pool. The pool praoviously had a
polyvinyl chloride liner and due to rips in the liner, the pool had been
closed for several :cnths.

Noverber opened with the future of the unit very much a question
mark in the minds of all concerned. Rumor contrél wag working overtime
end had the company moving to all quadrants of the compagsa. Although the
unit showed signs of apprehension towards its finml destiny, it contin-
ued to provide support to units of its local and far reaching AC. The
Stagecoach-Falcon tean alsc began to frequent the Pleidjereng and Pleiku
regiong with and inereasing refularity, usually to provide support for
the 42nd and 47th ARVY Regiments.

The combat assaults for the month of November totaled four in number
and continued on the smaller unit concept. One cf these assaults, however;
was a conbined effort with the 52nd CAB in support of the 42nd Regiment.
The assault was renewed offensive to rid the western border arcas of the
Pleilm region of a substantinl enemy threat. The operation conaisted
of twelve 1ift aircraft, firwr heavy 1ift aireraft and six gunships in
suprort of a ground element of approximﬂtely.450—5oq troops. The ground
cperaiion lasted for over r menth -2 y-s cansi®crsd Fighls succoasful,

During the month of November, the compound remmined free of enery
activity until the 30th when five sappers tricd to breach the gamp per-
1m9t¢;.‘ The attack wns repelled with possible enery cnsualties, however
fh;éé‘ﬁere uncanfirméd by a gunship reconnalssance of the area.

Vith the close of November oame the longs awaited and disheartening

word that ths 155th AHC was going to deactivate and return to the states,
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The projected dates for the stonidown and deactivation were given as
14 December 1970 to 15 Januaxy 1971.

With the onset of Decerhor, the Stageconch-Faleon tean entered its
final fourteen days of operation. Although these were the last days of
operationa, they were far from the least aotive, The unit continued to
gupport its normal missions, in addition to & dnily cormitment to the
Fleilw arca. >uring this final fourtecn day period a total of 1049 hours
were flown, logging 2835 sorties and 32 tons of cargo lifted. The majority
of thes.e statistics were in support of the nine assaults conducted.in
the Pleiku, Cheo Reo and "Happy Valley" arcas. The greater portion of
these operntions werc in support of units involved in saturation patrol
tmctics with a comnitnent of seven UH-1H and two UH-1C aircraft.

Enemy cctivity during the month of December consisted of two mortar
attacks on the 2nd and the 19th of the rionth. On the 2nd of December,
the compound recsived four £0mm rounds. There were no casualties ameng
the personnel and only light damnge to threo aireraft. The attack on
the 19th consisted cf four rounds which over shot the compound and
impacted in residential sections adjncent to the perimeter, resulting
',in several civilian casualties. |

On 14 December 1970 at 2400 hours, the 155th Asisault Helicopter
Comgany ceased operaticns and began the massive task of deactivation.
After a final company party the unit set $5 work on the Keystone turn-in
with the same maalous and mission oriented attitude -which had won its
nane and reputaticn over tﬁe past five and one hnlf years of operations.

On 17 Deceunber, I\ia:LJ Rowland G. Steele relinquished his cormant! .°f

the cuimany to CFT Charles B, Markham who would lead the company throuch
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. its final days of existonas

The $55th compiled the following statistics during the year:

ch..ra mo"-'n.l...l..'lO
Troops Lifted..saeere.
sorties......l.-..l.l.

Cargo Fnuled (Tons)...

ag @ unlt in the ngdblicrﬁfHSouth Vietnam,

terieessasencesesesas25,251
--..o-oooooo-------o113,538

u.ooac.-onooont--a.o.GB,G?B

.'o!llt!.llnt.......-n1,560




