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gontinued in on ottengt to fix loentions ond sizen of Individw 1l ememy units,

The quections of the intentions of the e:mh;’ yere ﬂ.nawc_:rct‘-. on 22
Octobor when it become cloorxr tint the oneny wes on the move. Inrpe mize
units moved ceross from Cambodin into pogitions south of Bu Prf.‘.n;:-; and south
of Due Inp, Inrge wnits woere still rossing elong the Coanbodian border vosing
o substential artillcr:,r and standoff atiack thrent to the outrosts of Bu
Prong ond Duc lop.

On 25 Octobexr the cnomy began his offensive. The ontire scequence of
cvents follows:

One of the 155-supported units in the sren, 5/22 Artillery, in prop-
arntion far the offonsive, built oix fimchasese in the Duc Inp-Bu Prans-Gia
H:in triongle, Their positions_ con be deternined from the inscrt. Thoese
firc support brses were nnied:  Fire support beses Dory, Holen, Juson,
Amnie, I_C".to and Mertha, Those fircboses nrovideld supmort for Bu Prong and
Duc Iev,

Vork on these firebr‘.ncp beron in ocorly Sentember ond continued throorh-
out Cectober, Initisl worlk wos hanmerod by mrrginel wonther and the A ff-
iculty of mrovidin:s continuous Chinock supnort to tronspart londs and eq-
uipuent,

Annie and Knte were set up within six ldloncters each of Bu Prang.
Yhile these firé‘bascs could arovide crtillery support for Bu Prang, it be-
care cleor thot they would be vulnereble to ony determined enemy nttaclke.

In addition overything denended on resupply by nir because the ronds were
not sccure cnoush for tranmnort, Seccurity for these fircbeores wes provided
by CIDG (Civilian Irrcgulex Defonsc (‘T_roup) and clononts of the Mile Striko
Forces, Al)l units in tho arca of opcrations were under tho control of the
23rd ARV Division ond o divisionzl Light Cormend Post wes set up.nt Gia
N-hia, B-troop, 7/17 Covalry wes assigned the nission of conducting

"Hunter-Killer" operations in tho Bu Prong-Gia Rghia eren. Thus the stage




The situatioﬁ deteriorated rapidlylénd on the 31st Kate wna iow on
food and emmunition,
Mreraft were not able to ge* into Kets due to henvy ground fira and
mortars. One CH-47 wes hit by heavy ground fire and bad to abort its emer-

gency resupply, dropping its load in tha jungls short of K:te.

Thus the stage was get for an emoergancy ninht resupply into Kate, at
0200 in the moraing of 1 November, five slicks and four gungaips from tne
155th Aviation Company departed Bun lie Thuot for LZ Kate, ZRach slick carried
1,000 pounds of the much peeded rasup2ly.

Under cover of darkness and heavy roprossivs firs by th> gunships, the
glicks mode the resupply without incident. The month of October ended with
Li'e innie and Kate still under scigz and the camps at Bu Prang and Due Lap
under eminent danger of gttack.

On 1 Fovemkter, L& Kate began receiving continuous artillery fire from
Cambodia. In cddition, the enemy was conducting massive ground and mortar
Attacks. On tha afternoon of the first, after all of Katds big guns were
damagac or destroyed by enmemy artillery, the FSB was declared no longer

capatle of oparation. The decision was made to evacuate Kate.

The 155 airlifted two companies of the 5th MSF into an area one kllometer
northwast of Kate on tha night of the first. The troops at Kate successfully
walked out and unitad with these units, Immedistely after the evacuation of
Kate, 155 and CPCOF units extracctad 1Z's Anuie and Susan, also while under
contimious *fira,

On 2 Novembar, whila 155 éircraft wers providing suppressive .fire for a
convoy that had been ambushed just northacst of LZ Dory, an smargancy call

woent out to all avintion support in tho Puc Lap area.
While on a "Hunter-Killer" reconnaigsance mission north of LZ Holen,

two obsarvation helicopters (Loachs) and one Cobra of ths 7/47th Cavalry had

bean shot down within mimites of each other. A1l aircraft in the zrea rospond~

ad. Covalr- ground troops were inserted and one pllot was exiracted,




we.a get for vhnt developed durin: the 1ot mrt of Octobor,

The 155 and scveral other wnits in the 10th ~nd 52nd Avicti-n Batiw
aliona wore nev resnongidble for iaoerting, extchengdng and suomorting thn
troons at these nov fircbeoses,

On 25 Octoher, the cneny begen his offensive, Helen (tic firnboses
crie to be lmown by the mrefix LI for 1-ndins; zone) earie under atiack by
o tmltibottclion sized wndt which had begun crossing the border on 2?2 Oct-
over. Fersonnel and couivrnient were c:;tmc‘l:o:l in total fron LZ Ielen on
29 October by the 155 and OPCON unita, During the cxtraction a2 lrrge size
eneny force agpin atiocked the 12 inflicting heovy caswiliics, The oxe
troction was comploted on the 29th ana that aftornoon o resimental size
cnerry clement moved into Helen ond cledmed 1t 28 theirs,

During this time L2 Annio nnd L7 Eate wore being threntened by anothor
reginentel size wit., 155 St’.‘.gccoaqh cirereft continued to ke nedovacs
wier hoavy fire at those fircbeors, On the 30th, LZ Mwrtha wes to be re-
noved to reinforce Duc Iap and beeavse 1t wng wndor constont amll cams
attock, On the cvening of the 30th Ibrthe wos relocatod to Duc Icp by ain.
creft of the 155 and OPCON units undor henwy nortar fire. Bvory timn a
ship eane in to rerove troons the IZ wng pounded with cneny norta.r:_a. The
troops were noved into IZ Mike Sriith, o nev FSP located in Muc lap,

L% Ete then becone the rejor torget of the onenty.  Inery .50 ealiber
and 37mn antiaireraft positiono wore setive 211 ﬁ.round the fircbase, and
they took their toll of aircraft, At 0930 hours on 30 October Kateo eano

under sustained enerny mround attaclk by at loost 500 HVA (Horth Vietnwnese
Arny rogulers).

-

Two Joker gumshins fron the 48th Aviction Conprny were divarted to IZ

Krte. One Joker wos shoi dovm, crnghed ond was destroyod. Thero were no

survivors, During thot savie day, three ndedtionrd gmshive and 1 CH-AT7 wero

hit by encxy rround fire in the vicinity of Kte,




ground fire ~nd ths pilot of onu ship was woundos: in tho leg, c-uging his

roturn to CCKUS.
| On 25 vovambaer, another 155 ship took hits from ground firs whilo

resupplying thz volcano, wounding the pilot.

Thy 1etivity st tho valeano had new Fiashod thy point whuFe th3
3t~ge Coach slick performing resupply to the troons on tho rim would alwcys
radaive ground fire, cithor enroute to or from th: voleino, or from within
the center of thu volcano itself., Lounching out of Lz Mike ddta, thaso
resupply helicoptars had to altor thoir routos cnd landing patiorns aviry
tima tuey ran a mission. There waro confirmed .50 caliber pdsitions sround
thro> sides of the volcano, with hoavy smcll arus »nd troop concentrations
on the fourth side.

In addition thore was only one small spot on the rin suitoble for
1aﬁding and this pad was constantly wracked with direcct mortar, rockot,
and artill:ry nits. An aireraft lunding on tho volcano had to to fast.
If the cargo couldn't be kickaed off or tho wounded lozdad within 27-28 .
saconds, thoy would have to wait for tas next trin, becouse within 25-30

scconds after touchdown, 2 morter round would strika tho pad, Hiaoy a Stoge

Cooch nireraft got an added boost on tako—of f from the concussion of a mortar

round dircectly tahind it.

This rasu.pl; and madevac mission put tha craws under A gract stroin,
Going into the volecno as many as four, five or six times in one &oy under
thaso not-so-friondly conditions ut tha crews under so mmch przssure that
the U3 ground commandor insistod that tas crows o chenged duily so 28 not
to ovartax the samu paopla day aftor day.

On 27 lovember, a gunship covarin& a voleano rasupply mission receivod
hesvy ground fira and was forcad to make an emergency landing in onomy

torritory. The craw destroyed tho radios and ciohor oquipment vaforo boing

.




- One pilot dieq g b9 erash, and two pilots .

by the enemy.  (One pilet gng ona ob

garvor yar, r2leisud somy tiie leter )
Later on 2 Yovaml or, four slicks and tue guns from the 15% condue ted
tnd

Amunition into Lz Dory,

which yag under att ek and wiekla to be Supplied by ro:

k(v 39

The m-in offensive now shifted to Dye Enp, Whore L2 Mike Smith (set up
from the extraction of kartha ang Helan)

=

» bagan Teesiving 122mm rock

Pecial Forces Conpound) rocaivag

ais,

At tho samo thiue Dak 3. (fne Lap 3

Late in thy 2orning of the bth, friendly unity get up

a dafonsiva
perimater on tha

riin of the volecano overlooking Bon S-r

Pz, south of Duc Lap,
On Novimbar 2th while

flying a hot resupply i:to the volezno, two 155
clreraft yora hit kv 50 calit

er fire and B-40 rocket fragments,
He wag 1

resulting
in ony pilot wouiided, ater returned to Cuus,
Cn 11 Novomb sy another airersf

Southeast of py Prang, wounding opn

t was hit Y 12,7 mn anti-airerafs fire
¢ crawman, Later that morping ona
Pnssanger y. g killed ang two woundeq when theip cireraft took hits from 37mp
anti-cirerast fire naar py Prang,

One of the

°a2my locztions near ju Prong, g a
result of Faleop gunship nnd Tgae Mr Support, 72 2nemy wara killaed

s Dora
than halr of which ware

credited to the Falcons,

In sepurst, actions on the

17th, two Falcon gunéhips recaivad damyga
from enemy firg,

On tho 218t, Fileon guns expended

thrae
cradit for 23 ane

tinos on enemy loentio

Duriry thig ection thr., gunships wore

18, recaiving
my killag by air,

hit by ground firo,

On 22 Hovamber, two Falcon

gunships on standty nt .. Mzhiy wore enlleq
to Due L:p whera thoy engaged onsmy torgets,

Both shipg took damyza frop




155 In Vietuma 1959
The Covieny uils tie ..iscion

Lhe last and by far the husiesfa uarter of 1969 left in its wake a great
senge of aoccormlishment, cnd a felliny of relief tuat the ordeal of two
wonvhs wvag over. aAlthough acting as controlling arency in conjunction with
Yagabond Forwand, the 155th operations had Mondled asg nany as fifty addition-
al airoraft dally Jurins ovenber and Docember., This it quite a strain on
155 operations,

In addition, the compasny flew more hours than any obher company in the
10th Aviation Battialion for long periods, gtill maintaining on extremely high
aircraft availability record.

Although 28 aircraft from the 155 received daracse from ground fire the
knowladre of the enemy and te:rain proved to be a major factor in minimizing

ge to aircxnft. Adreraft from cther units, in trying to support the 155,

proved that anything less than a complete lmowled e of terrain and tactica
creates a dangerous situation, Hour for lhour, the 155 took less damaze from
ground. fire then outside units unfamiliar with the area of oneration,

Statisties for 155 su ort Octoher -~ Deoemver

JSgurs T,593

Sorties 19,156

Passengera 35,465

Carzo (tons) 424

dinergency liedevac 19

Enemy UZA 15

Structures destroyred 19




safoly extractod by anothor gunshi i, The Junshlp vas distroyed in placs,

On 28 “ovemler, aiothur Pilot from ta: 155 wss wounded whans nis ship
reé_ivcd fir: on tho voleano.

On 4 Deeemivzr, whils axtrecting » wounded ARV from the volerro,
the resupply coumand and control helicopts: draw haavr ground fire,
wvounding a pilot,

It must be romomborad thot tho tattle of Bu Prong - Duc La» wes a
full seole effort by ths encmy, #lthough not montiorod in tils nislory,
the events and circumstaness surrounding 11 operations 28 Qctobur - 28
Docembor roquirau aviators and crows to daily risk their liv.s in an offort
to provids supvort to tha baseigéu firelb:ses and outoosts.

Hhny more medevaes than are recordad wers cctuslly flown. lzny more
enomy were killad thes the Frleons wors glvon cradit for, This is - rosult
of thy fluid maneuvering of both friendly and oneimy units,

The constsnt momy ectivity, the fact that if ~sked to pull a medavae
2 Stege Coveh aireraft would go into an ares thst had beon the torzet of
over 200 enuiyy artillery rounds th:t day, the fact that though enemy mortars
were sure to follow a resupply by seconds, all confirm th-t uadar tixa most
saverc of conditions the 155 Strge Coach~Faleon teom ain 2nd w1ll provide

optimum support, without rasarvation and without dol:y to ths units which

1t sarvas.
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Ajresaft avallabllity wms modntelied Slwoush e quarter

October -~ December average U=t availability.......es... 9705%
Average U. =10 availabhility for thie meriod WoSiesesssessse96,2%

On 26 December 1969 liaj Dean it Owen relingquished cormand of the 155
Aviation Company (AIl) to laj Cerard i Tuisi, formerly assirmed as Apsistant
Division Aviation Officer of the 25t Infentry Uivieion.

The change of command ceemony wes held at Cams Corvell and was attended
by dignitarizo of the 23»d ARVN Division, Darlac Sector, Detachmens B~23 (Special
Forces), COL %ill J, 'might, 17th Aviation Groun (Combat) Comaander, and LIC |
Scuel Y, Patellos, Comanding Offiocer, 10th Aviation Battalion, Iinjor Owen
wvas oresented the Vietnamese Cross of Uallantry by Colonel XKonh of the 23rd

ARVN Division, .




