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continued in ~.n ~.ttenyt to fb: loc~. Hono ,,"n~. cizon of in!Uvid".l olllmy units. 

The quocJdorul of tho inkntiono of tho e:lm~' 1/ero r.nowercr'. on 22 

Oetober when it becc.r.lC clc.~.r t:'.t the ""eny ~r.:.o on the move. Ir.r(~ sizo 

units l!lovocl ~.crOfJO !'ron Cm.lboG.ir. into. pooitioruJ Douth of Bu Prt'.nC nnd south 

of Due 1np. wr·;e 1X.uto ,mro otill ;'.".:30111" £'.1011(: the Co.nboclian border :!,losing 

('. Bubsto.nthl p.rtillery a.nd sto.nclo!! attr.e!: thrrot to tho out:nosts of Bu 

Pr.lna ~.nd Due Ie. p. 

On 25 October the enemy bC(f1n his offensive. The entire sequeneo of 

events follmrn I 

One of the 155-sull:?ortecl unito in the ",rro, 5/2:~ Artill"r:I', in Proy-

=.tion for the offensive, built six fi~eb.'\scEJ in t:,e Due In:p-Bu P:rnn:rGia 

lldlin tri:m,gle, Their positions cnn be <letcrninc(l !'rOT:! thc insert. Those 

fire support b".oes ~1Ore 11.".l.le(11 Fire oupport beaes Dory, Holon, G'ut3r'-l1, 

Annie, K".tc (1.nd Jhrt!~.. Thoso fircb."'.seo !lrov1tlcC. SUIl)ert for Bu PrQ.nr: amI 

Due Ie.p. 

;lcr~ on thef:le fireb".nos bc,:\t'.n in C>.'\rly iJoI'ter'lber ~.;1(1. ccnt5.nucd throoc;h-

out October, Initir.l wor!>: 1ms ffiffiIlerocl by rr.rc:1!v'.l wC':.ther [\n,l. the (Uf£-

iculty of ;:n'ovir1.illr: continuouS Chino~l: SUP'.lort to t~.nsport loads [\nd eq-

uiptlont. 

Annie o.n(l. m:-.te were set up l,ithin s:b: l:il~eters (k'1.ch of Bu P.ro.Il(';. 

Uhilc these fircbnnes CQulc1 2.U'ovirle C'.r-billerJ supyort for Bu Prn.ne, it be-

co.r-o cloor tlli--.t they lIou1el be vuln=.'ule to p.ny (lcter:li..\1Cd enemy r..tta.cl:. 

In a.ddition everythinc elo?enc'.e(l on resupply by nir beoo.uao the rQ<'1.c.s wers 

110t secure enoU(" for tm::Jf.';)ort. SecurHy for these firebC'.f)es ~r..s providod 

by CIDG (Civilian lrrc(,\lJ.r'.r D(!fcnse Grou!') !).n(~ olOIl'lnts of the MUte Striko 
f' 

ForceD. All units in tho arro of o);,orntiono Hero un(ler tho control of tho 

23rc1 ARVl' Division r>.ncl n. el.ivision.~.l Li;Jlt C(\r:n~ne1 Pos'b IICS set U]?n.t Gia 

N.:;hia. B-troop, 1/11 Cavalry W2.S o.slli~od the nission of conduetincr 

''Huntcr-Kill(!r'' oJ?ero.tions in the Bu ~Jl(J-Gia. 1l,jU,.'1. !'..reo., Thus the sta.crc 

• 
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The situation deterionted rapidly and on the 31 st Kate \/'.~s low on 

food and ammunition. 

Aircrol't were not able to ge+ into Kc.ta due to he"vy ground fira and 

mort.irs. One CH-47 W,'.s hit b~ heavy ground fire and h"d to abort its amer-

genc)' resuPply, dropping its load in the jungla short of K.:.ta. 

Thus the stdE,<3 was oat for an emargency ni'jht resupply into Kate. at 

0200 in the morlhing of 1 November, five slicks and four guns:li.ps from t:1e 

l55th :\.viation Company departed B:m lie Thuot for Lt; Ko.t3. Each slick curried 

1,000 pounds of the much needed NsuP.Jly. 

Under COV;3r of darkness and heavy Nllr:::1l3iv.) fir.) by th) gumhips', tho 

slicks mv.de the rosupply without incident. The month of October ended with 

LZ's .mnie and Kate still u:.'lder Soig'3 and the C()JllPS at Bu Prgng and Duc Lap 

undJr eminent danger of !!,tt.J.ck. 

On 1 ?ovemter, Li Kat" began receiving continuous artilleI"'.! fire from 

Cambodh.. In "ddition, the enemy wc.s conducting massive g:·o1.md and mortar 

attacks. On tha aftarnoon of the first, ~fter all of Kat~s big guns were 

dc.mageCl or destroyed by enomy artillery, the FSB lias declared no longer 

capable of opare-tion. The decision was made to evacuate [(",te. 

The 155 airlifted two companies of the 5th I~F into an area one kilometer 

northwest of Kate on tha night of tha first. Tho troops at KatJ successfully 

walked out /lIld unit ad with these units. l'unedi"tely 2.fter the evacuation of 

ik,te, 1115 and CPCOl;· U:1itS extrccted LZ's An:lieand Susan, also whila under 

continuous 'fire. 

On 2 November, while 155 eircraft were providing suppressive.fire for a 

convoy that h.,a baen ambushod just northac.st of LZ Dory, an emargancy call 

went out to all e.vi~.tion support in thi3 9LtC Lap o.r9n, 

ifuile on 01 "Hunter' Killer" raconnail1sa.nc<l mission north of LZ Helen, 

two obserVl'ttion helicopters (LOolChs) and one Cobra of th() 7/17th Cavelry hild 

bean shot down wi thin minutes of each othar. All aircnut in the .:'-rea respond-

3d. C;,.valr;;- ground troops were insertau end one pilot wa.s extracted • 
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'W!'.B sot for Hint develo]?Ocl clurin,: the hot Inrt of October. 

The 155 (\n(l sovcr(\l other tmH8 he the 10th ~,nd 52n<1 Avi~.tbn D--..t':;.. 

('.lions l-IOro nmT rO!l;,lonsiblo for inonr'einr;, e~oh1'J1(;inr: am'. S\t~l:,ortin(( th", 

troo~s (\ t these nou fire~.BoB. 

On 25 Ootober, the onony beb~.n his offcnsivc. Helon (t;w fir()h~.!l(ls 

0-":10 to be !::n0l1Il by tho :;;xrofix LZ for l:'J1dilv,: zone) (){'~,le tmder attrlclc by 

(\ trultioc.tt~.lion sized unit \Ildoh harl bo(lllI1. orossinc; tho border on 22 Oot­

obert Pcrson:1Cl nnel, eCCuiJ:ll'ICI1'h \TOrO e::.:trrlote,l in total fron LZ liclon on 

29 Octobnr by 'eho 155 <,-nel oro ON tmite. DurinS the e:c\;rr.cti(>nct l"x(,'O sizo 

enony force o'v:'.in (\t'mol::ci! tho LZ inflioting ho(\vy cC'.!l1 ..... ltic!l. The ex­

traction Ins oor.l))lotee1. on tho 29th an'" tb.~.t aftornoon (\ rocsinontal sizo 

enomy eleDent "wvecl into Helen Gncl olr.imen it CoS theirs. 

Du:dnG thi3 tine LZ ;mnio r..nd LZ K'tte woro bein.:; throotencc1 b~' a.l1othcr 

reG'incnt£'.1 size unit. 155 St~.,seo08.oh r.irerr.ft oontinue<1. to r.r.ko r:mdcvncB 

unrlor he;.wy fire (\ t those firobe.Dus. On the 30th, LZ thrtha 'W!'.B to bo re­

TJoverl to reinforoe DttC mp an(1. becnHse it 11t'.8 unr'.er oonst(\nt SIr.ll = 
ntto.ok. On the evenin., of the 30'hh Lhrth.". ,,1['.S reloC<.'ltec1. to Due Jr.p by aL-.:­

cr.?.ft of the 155 (\nrl OroON un! ts tmrl.er h01'.vy Dortox fire. Evory tin", a 

Shill eNIC in to ronove troo!.Js tho IZ ""'.s potL'lne0. Hi th enemy norta.rs. Tho 

trOOP[l Herc noveel into LZ I1il:c Sl'lith, ~ n'1tT :FSD lOo(\1;erl in ).luo !all. 

LZ K.'tte than beer.De the Me.jor tG.rgct of the encny. DncT1y.50 enliber 

a.ncl 37nn !1.ntinireroft positiono lmre :'.ctiv" ::1;11 nrouncl. tho firobnso, a.nd 

they took their toll of nircroft. At 0930 hours on 30 OC1;obor Rhte 0(\00 

under Btlst"'ine(l oncny c;round o.ttnclc by (\t lo~.st 500 INA (Horth Viotn:\OoBG 

,. 
TlIO Joker (lI.ll1shi~)s f".con tile 48th .\vic/cion CffilP."'.llY lTOro ilivcrtod to IZ 

K".te. One Joker wm) shot cloun, err.ohei\ ('..n~c 1mB d.cstroya(l. Th!'.ro wero no 

survivorB. Du:dnc; thr'.t 00".10 c1.'\Y, three r.ilctHionr.l (;11llBhi!1S anrl 1 CII-47 wore 

hi t by onouy Ground. fire in tho vieini ty of K.TI: o. 

~,_.,_,._ . .c._J _,----1~.:._.'-._' _' _______ . ________ • ___ ,-_______ . ___ ~. ____________ " _______ ._-_ .. _. --- 1------------



ground firJ '.nd th.:l pilot of onJ ship ').:\3 Hound')(, in tho l<ilg, c'using his' 

roturn to COi~U", 

On 25 i·;ov.Jmb.:lr, Mothor 155 sM.:;, took hits frOI,} ground fjr3 whn" 

resupplying thJ volcano, woundiilg th" pilot. 

Til:) 10 ti vi toy '" t tlla v81eano hml a£w l' }J1!tlOd 1:.l-l..) flll :lilt \./here t.tl5 

3t".g'.l Goa.ch slick porformiilG rosupply to t:1'" troo:)s Oil tho rim would alw.:'.ys 

N(j"ive grou:ld [iro, oithGr enroutG to or from thJ volc·:no, or frOD! within 

thG cant:Jr of the. volcano itself. k.unching out of LZ Hiks31,u th, '.;h"s", 

r8supply h"licOi)tars h"d to 1".1 tur thou routCls end l.mding p,:':~toI'ns 'JV cry 

tilllV thoy r,.'L'1 3 mission. There W'Jro confirmsd .50 c'llioor posj. tions .:-.round 

throJ sides of th", volcano, with he.',VY S,,}·c~l aU"illS o"nd troop cOllcJntr.,tions 

on ti1") fourth side. 

In 3ddition th;)ro uas only on" snaIL Si)ot on tho, rir.l suikbla for 

l,mding and this p;,d w~s const:wtly wrack,,·;, with diNct mort",t, rock"t, 

and artillJry iIi ts. An ilircr:\ft Lmdil1g on thG volc,mo had to k) f.:lst. 

If t~10 cargo couldn't be bickJd eff or til" \lOund",d 102.c1·:J(: ~lithh 27-28 • 

saconds, tho,' would hwe to wait for t::13 n3xt tri:::> , b8CC.USJ witld..t~ 29-30 

sJconds af"t.)I' touchdown, ·1 mortr.r round ;ruuld strik3 til'l pad. li-:ury a Sk.ge 

Conch uircrnit got 'ln 'lddGd toost on t,\ko-off from tho concussion of (l mort$.!' 

round dirJctly L311ind it. 

Going into th.J volcl~no us many ns four, fi va or six tim:.s in one e.,':;j' under 

th.Js,J not-so-friol1dl~' conditions ~)ut thJ crows under so much pr~ssurs th .. ".t 

to ov·)rt..t::C tho S:~,J paoplG d,o.y a,ftol' d",y . 
, 

On 27 !:ovom),ar, fl gunship cov.Jring (\ vo1co.no Nsu(li'ly nussion receiV3d 

ho~.vy grOlmd fira !'.nd I~I).S forced to m'l1t8 an ~morgo'lncy landing in cnemy 

torri tory. Tho crzw destroyed the ro.dios ~'.nd c1 'JhJr oquipmont ;'"foro baing 
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One pilot died il'. the cr.',90, .!'.nd tW) pilots <lnd two O~s,)rv<lrs W3ro eaptured 
by thl:l en~. (One pilot and on3 obsJrvor 1I:3r" r313)'s0d sam'} til~a l~ter.) Llter on 2 Nov:Jlu10r, four slicks :,Uld t1l0 guns from tho 155 eOndt1cted 
an emergency r<3supply of 4,000 pounds of food .. md <J.',lIiluni tiOll into LZ Dory, 
which 1{(lS u'1der ~tt wk and u,le.l::lc to be suppli",d by ro,'.d. The m.~.tn offansi va now shift,,," to Due ~i1,p, wh.on, L:6 Hiko 3mi tb (sat up 

from the tlxtrc.ction of ~:artha ruld !-l<l13.1), begrul N03iving 122mm rook<:!ts. At th") S$;) tiill:; lJak S::k (Vuc Lap ,3pecio.l Forces Compound) rocoiv,3C. incoming rounds9.nd NcoilLss rifh fire;. 
L,~t3 in the) worning of th" 6th, friendly units set up n dar:onaiv') perimet0r on tID rim of thd vole:],no oV3rlooking Bon S",r Pa, south of Duc Lap. On }\o'lJmbc, 9th lIhn..'! flying n hot resupply iLto the volcc.no, two 155 

circr,,,,ft w",1'o hit b;' .50 calicer firo and B-40 rocket fragments, re3Ul Mng 
in onj pilot wounded. He! HC!S L'.ter roturnod to C(;;;US. On 11 Nov)mbr anothar aircr2,ft w,,-s hit ::'y 12.7 rom ~.nti-::drcrd{; fire 
southet.'lst of Bu Prang, wounding ono crcwmt.'ln. L,1ter th::!t morping on" p!",ssenger I",:S kUhd ilnd tllo Hounded when th,:dr drcruft took hits from 37mm 
ilnti-drcraft firo n3ar Bu PraL!g. 

Ono of tho more significM.nt actions took placu on 17 iJovonb"r when 155 
Falcon gunsidps oxpended five times on '3:l3m;)' loc::tions no~,r l,u Pr-:Dg. As a 
r:.>sul t of P';llcOll gunship £l.nd Tae Air Support, 72 enemy IDr:) kill-:ld, more thE>.n h~lf of unich W<Eu crcditGd to the Fillcons. 

from enemy fire. 

On tho 21 st, Fllcon gun,s exp€!ndod three twos on on<illJlY loo'ltions, rac3iving 
credit for 23 3n,UIlY kUlJd by air. Durir(g this ('.etion thr·),) gunships lIVre 
hi t by ground fire. 

On 22 i!ovemL3r, two Ft'~con gunships on standty at 01.. l!ghh waro called 
to Duo L:p where they angagod enemy krgete. Both ships took d=lgQ from 

__ -----------r------~.---+-..-----'-­
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155 in Vi~t=J 1S'G9 
Tho Co~ ~~.)£',,:J.~r ~ .. ulls t:~o din~ion 

rhe mat aml by fax "he lJul'li<;!st <,.uaJ.·~'L· of 1969 Ie ft in Hs waJ~e a c:reat 

Bcnse of 1J.0cofl')lishmen", c.nd ~, felHi1(; of relief ,;,a-, -,;he ord_eal of -cwo 

uonJliho ",a.s over. hl·~;10UG!1 actinG as controJJ.inz ~,~,;ency in conjunction with 

Ya,:;a,)ond FOr"':T8J:d, -~he 155i:h o;'eratiolls fk'v1 :1D.'ldlcd as many as fifty addHion-

al airoraf"G ,1_aily durinc I:oveClDer and DcoeUlber.rJus :_l\lt quite Do s-train on 

155 ojeera-i;i ons • 

In 2,d,U-b ion, ·the com:."",\:' fie., more ~lOu:r:S -;;~2." a:_1:; other com:_'aI1Y in -the 

10th Aviahon fu;i;'mlion for lone; lJerioos, still Ulaintaininc: !'.J1 extremely hic;ll 

aircraft availa",ility reoord. 

Al1;ho'~Gh 28 airoraf"i: fron tho 15) reoei veo un.r-laGe from (;round fire the 

lmoulsc1.:::e of -i:l'8 ellemy a:10 te:::rain proved to ~Je a "lajor faoi;oo: in minimizing 

damar;e -co aircrc>.ft. Airc:r.aft fron o-cher units, in tryinG to support the 155, 

crea-ces a ilanc;erous oHua-cion. Hour fo~ hour, t],e 1)) too!: less daI'laJe from 

Ground_ fire t1l2l1 ou-bside units uJlfanilia:r. wUh c;,e area of o~erD;cion. 

Sta-GisUcs for 155 SU'1:1Orl Octo~)o;: - Deoem;'er 

::laurs 7, 50; 

Sorbies 19,156 

Cargo (tons) 424 

:Jlner(;enoy lledevao 79 

Enemy !::JA 75 

S-truotures d.estro~'ed 19 
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On 28','oveml,n', fuot!.lJr pilot fro •• l th.J 155 \·1.:.3 Houadod ...,11"" his ship 
ree.i vod flr.J on tho volc.lno. 

On 4 Doc,Jmb~r, whilJ o:l.-tr.:.cting :c WOUi1d(!d .UW;; from th", volc.';·o, 

the rosupply OOiJJn;:Jld ,end control helieoj.Jk.' dNW h"'.l",' grolUld fire, 

Hounding a pilot. 

It must be rcmolUbcr0d th".t th" b"ttlo of Ell Pr.o.ng - Due L,,-:, w'.s n 

full so'c~c .. ffort by tha enomy. ,u tl10Ugl1 not m .. mtiorod in tilis hi3'~or;;, 

th(! ,,;vonts and ciroumst.'.iIO)S surrounding ",II opdro.tions 28 octoc',Jr - 28 

lb.nr mer.) weGuvJ.cs t!l.:ln ar~ rocordacl. WGr8 ;:-.ct.u~.~J.:7 flow.!. )hny marC) 

of thJ fluid m::.nouv..Jring of both frimldlr and Jncmy units. 

The const.:,nt anomy activity, the Llct th..--.t if '.sked to pull [) m",dev(lC 

.0, .stieg,) CO'.oil !l).rcr:-.ft would go into C'.n aril'. th".t he,d boon th" krglSt of 

ovor 200 ellULl] artillor:' rounds th:.t dC)", tha fnct tint thoui;h 8i10ll1J' mortars 

W3ro SUr<) to follow .~ resupply by secone; s, all confirm th.:'.t u·;)CLolr tl!3 most 

sevoro of eondi tions tho 155 Sk.gcl C",',ch-F"l,lcon t8'.'o"l 0,'.11 D.lld lnll provide 

op'~inum support, without resarv:ttioll ,1nd without d01 •. '-C' to th" units l/hich 

it se!'ves. 

,. 
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A irc~:'o.ft a yni 1.:1.J1 llby "TaS rn..~in~c.i:lerl ~ :U~OU,} 1 .~. -'.0 qtt...'1X·~er 

October - Deoember :wm:a:;o \L-1~; avnib1:Jili~y ......•..... 97.5% 

AveraGe U .. -10 avail8.~Jility fo~ '~hc ·''IC::,ion. \"las •••••••••••• 96.2% 

On 26 j)ecember 1969 \iaj Dean I\ OHen ralinqttished conmand of the 155 

Aviation Company (t.::) to li:,'.j Gerard H J,uisi, formerly n8si,'jned as Assistant 

Division Avin,Uon Officer of '~,~,le 25t~1 Infl:'l,.~rl' liivieion. 

39 

'fhc ollance of oonlf1and oe::emon0' ,'ro.S hel,l at Cam::, Coryell and ""'.S attend,ed 

by dicnitn,rieo of the 23):d ARV1! Division, j)2Ilo.c Sector, Detachmen~ D-23 (Special 

Forces), COL :<;ill J. 'r~'ij:lt, 17th Avi2;,ion GrouIJ (Comont) Couu1.'l.nder, and, LTC 

Scrottel ':1. Patellos, COIJIxmdillG Offioer, 10tll Avie;cion Ba'c'cnlion. Iia;jor Owen 

,'/as :)rcscnted tl1e Vic-GllfWleso Cross of :]l'-lln.ntry 1)y Colonel \(,:1.n11 of '~he 23rd, 

A...'WN Division. 
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