
February 19, 1998 

Dear Les, 

Thanks. for the copies of BMTB and for the nice words about the FOB stuff for the next Directory. 
ready to start printing drafts which I will circulate - that will help get more input. 

1 am getting some material and am getting 

While working a unit history from the 361st Escort Company, that was based at Camp Holloway and had FOB as their primary mission, I came 
across the following narrative about December, 1969. Something clicked in my mind and I thought of something I'd read by the 1 55th folk. I 
believe in one or more I 55th narrative about this battle, there are reference to Cobras along with a question - who were these guys? I was 
generally of the opinion that the only Cobras that worked this area belonged to the 7/17th Cav since BI7I17th was based at Ban Me Thuot East 
during this battle. That was myoid Troop and myoid platoon - I'd DEROSed in July just after they moved back to Camp Enari from Phan 
Thiel. A good friend of mine was killed in this battle, so it has always had a special priority with me. Anyway, after reading this Pink Panther 
stuff, it all becomes clear. They had six snakes working your OA for most of December. Without a doubt, when any of the 155th guys 
mention AH-IGs during that month - they should be Panthers. 

If this info is 'news to you' then maybe putting it in the BMTB would help others get this little piece of history 'correct in their minds.' 

I hope to make it to your 155th Reunion this summer. Cheers! 

Mike Law, Directory Editor 
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CHt.';>TER 5 I C'Jn t 'd • 

Lee 'In this 1=.y continually sh.'wed the mettla th;:>..t th~y have by eX:?1siJ:I5 
themselves tJ ~ he~vy m1r~ ~tt~ck to ~ii their wounctad cJmrades when 
the enemy ~ort~e~ fJur UH-1H hclieo~ters of tho 57th Avi"tion Jomp~ny which 
h::d shut 1.wn next tJ th: D,k ?ek 'lirstrip. ~ontinu::lly thesa two brave men 
exposed thomselv .. s to the falling mJrtar rJunjs tJ give meiical a11 'In'l 
c::rry woundei personnel b waiting helicopters. jlJr th"ir actiJns they 
rClceived impact altar:!s Jf th<.l Br:mza Shr with:J. "V" levice, Jn1 ",ere later 
rec'Jmmenied f')r upgrading to the Silver Star by the F.O.B.#2 cJmm8.nder, 
LTC Frederick Abt. 

On 15 November, \,0 Jim Neyur "ers~na.lly icstr0fuj a 50 culiber machine 
gun positiJn by .jiving from high above the primary fir:, tc:tr.J 'Jf C')bra gun­
ships and ·pb.cing his r,)cket fir'3 ~nt.J its' fl,sition which w"-s a mere 200 
meters fr-,m the recJnnaiss'lnce team th:l. t lola" tJ b_~ -,xtr;;.cte:l. Lc:.ttlr \'10 
~!eyer ~nd his wing m'!n, ~IO ;,lan Dean v:llunteere:! tJ ili 1 in ~ suurch for the 
crew ,f J. bwned 'l ietn:J.mose tr')op-carryin; helicopter which haJ. be:n d ,wne:! 
just t') tha oortll "r that extr-cti ,n right n""r iJ. well-use:! enemy rnd. 
1.11 of the helic?ptersOtnd fix~'- winG 'JoserV'lticn n.ircr~ft rcceive:l. highly 
intelnsive firc, frJm wh:: t wus rap,orte.i. 1-· ter to bEl knJwn 50 caliber n.nti­
cr:tft positians within cffactiv<l firing r~n(:,e ':If th.1 m~neuvering :!.irerlft. 
:1evertheless, i-iO I1",yer ani his fire team Yolunt.~rily went d JlIn t) sup Jross 
tha enemy anti-aircr.l.ft wcapons i'1 the vicinity 0f th3'lown3~ helicopter 
tn en.~ble another v?lunteer from th\l 57th ;.viJ.tion CompJ.ny t:J look ~round. 
tho b nding zme in his UH-1H helicopter. They went :1l"n '~espitl' the in­
tensive fire _,.n:i f'.lund no sign af life in tho area. i.o sign Jf the -iJwnod 
craw h~s ever b,;",n seen dispitCl thClse attempts. 

Ihc F.0.B.#2 mission being mainly a rec)nnaiss:!.!1ce (sm".ll te:!.m) mission 
has rosultc 1 in very feW confirmCli kills by the ".'ink ?anthc::rs." Un2.oubt­
e:l.ly there have b en m·-my 'juu t·J the extr~mely hi~;h number :;f tr')"Jps in 
contact missions fl?wn by th" "_'ink ;:<-.;.nthcrs" in this extremely :l.?n.;erous 
e'1cmy c<lntrolled te=it·lry. On m,st days, S'ffie kini of (lnemy firC! Nill 
b~ received by th" "Pink l'anthClrs" from th~ enemy ani returnod many time:; 
"'ver. For their extraorjin:lry a.chievements, voluntn.ry Il.ctbns, 7ni ~llantry 
in c0verin& thio mission, boJth tho 361st ._vhti ,n C.,mpany ani the 57th 
.WiatiJn Company heve b.:.en ree:Jmrnun:l.ed for frosidenthl Unit C1t:'..tUns. 

On 3 December, the 361st Lviati.m .Jompany was placed under the Oper­
'-tiona! c.Jntr'Jl of th03 10th Avbtion Battalion at fun Me Thuot :lue tJ th'o 
Bu .?rang/Due Lap c'Jnflict to tho we3t ani s')uthwe:;t of Bnn He Thuot. The 
".<>ink ?:J.Ilthers" had alre:tdy beon il.i:ling in the battles in that arei:. f.lr 
some time preVious to that when tho shnd-by fire teillll of C·)br:J. gunshiils 
were sent ?n that mission on a .hy by :b_y b::.sis. From 3 Dvcember t, 28 
December, six Cobra gunshi?s were c'lmmittoi daily in three light fire teams 
f<Jr supp Jrt of the 23rd A3'iii .Jivision in their successful .:lofense 0f Bu 
Pral'!~ ani Due La.p. ; 

On 5 December, the fire team of 1101 Jim Meyer/C:'T:JJhn Sch).chleiter 
in the le.l.:l. :l.ircr-..ft and \,01 .~Vl!1 Dean/C1I2 T:Jm Bl:1.nchui in tho wing ship 
silenced three confinned enemy rockot and mortar posit~ons (tfter the 1st 
Bn/45th /,RVN llegmt. r:.Jceive:l its n·)rm:).l dosago of r?ckets m the V"lco.no, 
(tn actual cold v:)lc:mo, 13 kilometers SSW of Duc Lap vill::.ge .lhe Volc:mJ 
b.eeame infam·Jus for its ste.~1y m :-rtar "-ttaclts forcing :r;esupply mlssi'Jns t'J .. 
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CHArTER $1 Cont'd. 

be a.ttempte::l. through extremely heo.vy enemy fire. 'Lbe team estima.ted 20 
NV" KIA's, and .nchioved a. number ''If sec~n:bry axplosions .luring firing runs 
~t the enemy. Their two aircraft received a. t)t~l )f three hits by enemy 
fire. 

On 14 December, the fire taM of W01 Chs,rles 11outen',t/C.'T Ken Ott" in 
the lO:l.d 6i1ip, ~·i WOl Ja.ck Lease/CPT Tom Gr:mt in the wing ship c,mbind 
with the 1st iln/.53rd J~Vlf Ras."11t. t:J trap an (;jnemy c)mpa.ny and kill .!1. C.>n­
firl'le:i 38 !IVA 6old.iers, C:l.ptura one, and c..'\]ture seven AK-47 riflos ::md. ':mc 
.57:nm recoilless rifle. The Panthers lIorke-l excc;llently Hith the lst/.53rd. 
to keep the enemy pinned d.:1wn while the ;.RVN b:l.ttnlion m'Jve:i ar'.)un.i the 
enemy and. fin~lly blocked their el'cJ.pe r'.)ute <:.n-1 surr:>unie:i them. The 
/IVA cJmp'.ny wa.s destr:Jyed as an dfc:ctive fighting f'Jrce. Tbe c)oriinntion 
necessnry for this ')l)eotion' wa.s outstan1inz with n .'t~r2.'hctyl ,lil:>t 
(c?T John Strange), !lIl 0-1 ObservJ.tbn pil:Jt :Urecting much )f th'" C:lbr~.s' 
fira in c:mjunction with the .',;WN 'l.:lviser. The ?s.nthers W)rkolJVer t!1c 
llVA fJr neo.rly four hours n.n;l ex::;en:io1 fully thre.; times ont) th.J en<.lmy 
")ositions. The :lction took place in a runnj ng battle just t,:> the n)rth­
wes t ,Jr the .au ?rmg S;>eci.!!.l iorces CilJ11p. 

In acti'.)n in the infamous :I-:'Pl?Y '~lley :lre~ (t) the s)utheJ.st ,)f 
&.n ~le 'Ihuot), :l.n enemy str)nghol1 throllgh')ut the e'ltire war, the "?ink 
?anthers", with WOl Ja.ck Lo:-.se/C?T Brian Sweet, :lni \'Ill Ch<:rlas ~buten?t/ 
C?T K"n Jtt'J, ::llonG HUh ?teryd.n.ctyl obs"rvn.ti:)n pil:>t, C;' Dyson, fJu:1d 
VC in the 'Jp"n and killed J. confirmed 10 enemy s.:>l1iers in n rJ.ro onc.,untor 
with enemy in the open. fu.sico.l1y thcy h.'vil n::> chO-nce :lJ'1.1nst C:Jbr:-. gunships 
in the open • 

. ~ - --- ----------


