February 19, 1998

Dear Les,

Thanks for the copies of BMTB and for the nice words about the FOB stuff for the next Directory. 1 am getting some material and am getting
ready to start printing drafts which I will circulate - that will help get more input.

While working a unit history from the 361st Escort Company, that was based at Camp Holloway and had FOB as their primary mission, [ came
across the following narrative about December, 1969. Something clicked in my mind and I thought of something I'd read by the 155th folk. 1
believe in one or more 155th narrative about this battle, there are reference to Cobras along with a question - who were these guys? I was
generally of the opinion that the only Cobras that worked this area belonged to the 7/17th Cav since B/7/17th was based at Ban Me Thuot East
during this battle. That was my old Troop and my old platoon - I'd DEROSed in July just after they moved back to Camp Enari from Phan
Thiet. A good friend of mine was killed in this battle, so it has always had a special priority with me. Anyway, after reading this Pink Panther
stuff, it all becomes clear. They had six snakes working your OA for most of December. Without a doubt, when any of the 155th guys
mention AH-1Gs during that month - they should be Panthers.

If this info is ‘news to you’ then maybe putting it in the BMTB would help others get this little piece of history ‘correct in their minds.’

I hope to make it to your 155th Reunion this summer. Cheers!

S e

Mike Law, Directory Editor
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CHAPTER 55 Cont'd.

Lee »n this oy continually showed the meitle that they have by ex2osing
themselves ty o~ heavy nirtar attick to 21d their wounded cymrades when

the enemy mortarc?l four UH-1H helicojsters »f the 57th Avintion wnmpany which
hod shut Asvn next t> thz Dok Pek airstrip. Yontinuzlly these two brave men
exposed thamselves to the falling asrtar rounls to give medical 2il and
corry wounded personnel t> waiting helicopters. For their actiins they
recelved impact awards >f the Bronze Star with 2 "y" device, 2nl were later
recommenled f>r upgraling tn the Silver 5tar by the F.0.B.#2 commander,

LTC Frederick Abt.

On 15 November, WO Jim Meyer personally destrosed 2 50 caliber machiné
mun position by diving from high above the orimary fir: team of Oobra gun-
snips and ‘placing his racket firs ant> 1ts' prsition which was 2 mere 200
meters from the reconnaissance tzam that was to be cxtractel. Later YO
Meyer snd his win§ mzn, WO alan Dean voluntecrel to aid in o secarch f£>r the
crew of 1 lowned Vietnamese triop-carrying hellcopter which hal becn downel
just to the nérth of that extr-ctisn right noar 2 well-used enemy road.

111 »f the helicopters and fix->" wing osbservation aircraft reeceived highly
intensive fire from what was reportei l-ter to be known 50 caliber anti-
craft positions within effective firing range »f tho mrneuvering aircrifi.
Hevertheless, W0 Meyer ani als fire team volunt-rily went dyun t> supsress
the cnemy anti-aircraft weapons in tho vicinity af thz downzd helicopter
tn enzble another volunteer from the 57th Aviation Company ts look 2round
the la nding zone in his UH-1H helicopter. They went lown Tespite the in-
tensive fire and found no sign of life in tho area., Ho sign T the 1svmed
craw h2s over bsen scen dispite these attcmdts.

The F.0.B.#2 mission being mainly 2 reconnaissance (smnll team) mission
has resulte! in very few confirmed kkills by the " ink Panthers."” Undoubt-
edly there have b en many duc t> the extremsly hish number sf traops in
contact misslons flown by thz ".ink Dlunthers” in this extremely danzerosus
e1temy controlled territsry. On most days, some kinl »f enemy fire wlll
be received by the "Pink ranthers" from th: enemy and returnzad many times
over. Far their extraoriinzry achievements, valuntary actisns, ~nl sellantry
in covering thils mission, both the 361st ..viatisn Campany and the 57th
aviation Company have been recomavnied for Fresidentinl Unit Citoations,

On 3 December, the 36ist fLviation Sompany was placed under the Oper-
ationzl Contral of the 10th Aviation Battallon at Ban Me Twot lue i3 tho
Bu Zrang/Duc Lap eonflict to the west ani southwest of 3an Me Thuot. The
wpink Panthers” had already becn aliing in the battles in that aren for
some time previous to that when the stind-by fira team of Cobra gunsaips
wero sent an that mission on a Jay by day bosis. From 3 Dacember t> 28
December, six Cobra gunships were committed daily in three light fire teams
for supp rt of the 23rd ARVH Yivision in their successful lefense of By
rrarg and Duc Lap. | i

On 5 December, the fire team of WOl Jim Meyer/CIT:Jshn Schachlelter
in the leal aircraft and WO1 Alan Dean/CW2 Tom Blanchard in the wing ship
silenced three confirmed enemy rocket and mortar positions after the 1st
Bn/h5th ARVN Regmt., ruceivel its normzl dosage of rockets Hn the Volcano,
an actual cold voleano, 8 kilometers SSW of Duc Lap village. lthe Voleano
became infamous for its stezdy mortar zttacks forcing resupply misslions to




- CHAPTER 1 Cont 'd.

be attempted through extremely heavy enemy flre. ‘The toam estimated 20
NVA KIA's, and achieved a number of secondary exploslons Juring firing runs
a2t the enemy. Thelr two aircraft recelved 2 t+tal »f thraec hits by enemy
fire.
On 14 December, the fire team of WOl Charles Moutenst/CT Ken Otto in
the lead snip, and WOl Jack Lease/CPT Tom Grant in the wing siip c¢mbinzd
with the 1st Bn/53rd ALRVN Regmt. to trap an enemy c¢ompany and kill a con-
firmed 38 NVA soldiers, capture one, and canture saven AK-47 rifles and one
57mm recoilless rifle, The Panthers workedl exccllently with the 1st/53rd
to keep thec enemy pinned dswm while the 4HRVN battalion maved srsunl the
encny andl finally blocked their escape raute an? surraunded ta=m. The
NVA compsny was destroyed as an effuctive fighting force. The croriination
necessary for this aperationrwas outstaniing with a Jteradzetyl pllot
(CPT John Strange), an 0-1 Observation pilot iirecting much 3f the Cobros’
fire in conjunction with the .J¥N alviser. The Panthers workel over the
NVA £z nearly four hours and exsended fully three times ontu the enemy
sositions. The action took place in a2 running battle just to the n>rth-
wost of the Bu Pr-ng 3Speclal Forces camp.

In actisn in the infamous Happy Y2lley area (t> the southeast of
Ban Me Thuot), an znemy stronghold throughout the entlire war, the "rfink
Tenthers”, with 01 Jack Lease/CPT Brian Sweet, anl W21 Charles Moutenst/
0T Ken Jtto, along with Pterydactyl obssrvatisn pilot, C Dyson, found
VC in the spen and killed a2 confirmed 10 enemy soliiers in a rare encounter
with enemy in the open. Basically they hrve no chance agalnst Cobra gunships

in the open.




