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HERALDRY

DESCRIPTION OF UNIT CREST

The “"Soldiers of The Sky" crest approved by the Ingtitute of
Heraldry, United States Army, and authorized for wear by members
of this unit, consists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia
1% inches in height. The components are a blue annulet surmounted
by a palr of gold wings with a black bolt barbed and flighted with

gold, Beneath the basic ingignia and orossing over the bolt 18 &

gold soroll insoribed nSoldiers of The Sky*" in black letters.

SYMBOLISM

The wings represent the aviation function of the baittalion.’

The bolt, also referred to as a "quarrel" ls an arrow used with

the crossbow and represents the military personnel transported by

the battelion, The annulet, symbol of fidelity, refers to faithe
fulness to duty. The bolt and annulet also suggest the characters
one and zero which corresponds to the battalion's numerical desig-

nation,
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FOREWORD

The 10th Combat Aviation Battallon with 1ts base canp et Dong
Ba Thin, adjacent to Cam Renh Bay, 1s the only aviation battallion
in the Republle of Vietnam with a sompletely mobile field head-
quarters and forward operating base. This battalion 1@ unigue in
1ts capability to displace to any required location in the republic
with its assigned helicopter sompanies to undertake combat operations
within twenty four hours after receipt of an alert ordex. While the
battelion has been oontinuouqu comnmitted to the commend end control
of magsed aviation assets in gupport of the Free World Milltary
Assistance Forces 1n the Republic of Vietnam, it has soncurrently
gecured and developed an efficient milltery post, gerving over 3,500
fersonnel° from & densely gegetated tropical swamp. The significant
acoomplishments and unique capabilitiles of the 10th Combat Avistlon
Battalidn have earned for 1t the niockname syagabonds of Vietnan® on
pattlefields from the sandy beaches of Tuy Hoa to The mountainous
jungles of Kontum, The nistory of the pattalion 1s more +than the
chronology of A sombat support unit, it 1s rather an lntagral part
of the development of the Free World effort in the central sechor

of the Republioc of Vietnan.
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CHAPTER I
FORMATION
23 August 1965 - 31 December 1965

On 23 August 1965, the Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
10th Aviation Battallon was activated at Fort Benning, Georgla by
General Order Number 258, Headquarters, Third U.S, Army; The
first tesk fecing the new unit was the reception and processing
of personnel and equipment in preparation for the long Jjourney to
the Republic of Vietnam, Under the supervision of the 10th Aviation
Group, the unit experienced little difficulty reaching deployable
status by 8 Cotober 1965, The major questionsg remaining to be ane
swered as the Headquarters and Headquarters Company departed Fort
Benning on the morning of 9 October were the procedures and the
technigues that the unit would utilize to perform its control
funoction in combat operatiouns,

The officers end men travelled by bus to Muscdgee County
Atrport and thence by commerclal aircraft to Oakland Army Terminal,
There was no time wasted on the move and late on the evening of 9
October, the main elements of Headquarters and Headquarters Company
were bound for the Far East aboard the MSTS MoGrew,

on 15 Octobsr 1965, a small advance party for the battalion
errived at Ton Son Nhut Alr Base to determine the destination and
agssignment of the unit., The advance party was briefed at Head-
auarters, USABV end were notified that the 10th Aviation Battalion
was agsgigned to the 12th Aviation Group under tﬁe operational 0ON-
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trol of I Fleld Forces Vietnam, The lovation sslected for ste-
tiouling the new univ wes Dong Ba Thin, & smell strip of land on
the wagtern ghore of Caum Ranh Bay,

Cam Rarh Bey is oue of the finest natural harbors in the
Orient, Until the sagtexrn peninsnls had been salected for developm'
ment into a nmajor ailriisld and 1logistical base by US Forces, the
bay was used only by the looel fishing fleet, When the advance
party arrived oa 17 October, they found the mainlend gids of the
ﬁay had heen inmproved only to the extent that & small dirt air-
strip and a Speclal Forces Detacahment, Team B=51, wers precariounsly
perched on the only dry ground in the vieinity. The party was
greeted by the 117th Avistion Company ( AML), which head sstablished
a temporary blvouads along the periphery of the airstrip, end by the
advance party of the 129tk Aviatlon Company ( AML) which was enroute
from Fort Campbell, Kentuoky.,

Basically, the Dong DBa Thin area was & swamp with dense jungie
vegetation.imundated W the heavy rains of the Northeast Mohsgoon
seagon, The advance parvy performed initial site selection and
started & clsaring operation la an effort to permit further improvew
ment of the area,

. At 1000 hourg on 23 Ontaber 1965, the MSTS MeGraw docked at
Cau Bavh Bay aed by 1500 hours thie main body of the 10th Aviation
Battalion had cloged et Dong BEas Thin, The totel movement time had
teen 18 days., The nNewW arrivels were grseted by Major Congtance of
the 117th Aviabtion Compauy, Major Wigglins of the 129%th Aviation

Compeny, the bsttallon edvance party and torrential rains,
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The constiuction of a suitable base cawp demanded the eflforts

of &ll personnel to accoumplish the clearing and the £111ling with
sand to raise the area above the seagonsl weter level, As the r111 | i_
was completed, concrete poLs Wers povred for latrines, shoWers, % l
offices and 1iving guarters. T

The third unit to join the 10%th Aviation Battallon was the L4LB8th '
Aviation Company (AML); which arrived at Phan Bang, approximately 25
miles gouth of Dong Pa Thin, on 26 November 1965, The tasks facing
this company were similer to those at Dong Ba Thin arnd the mumerous
clearing and construction projects weve accomplished Ghrough the
concentrated effort of all personnel. As goon as minimum accepteble
operating and bHilleting areas Were gecured, the abttention of the en=
tire battalion was foeuged on processing of equilpment, pdvanced i“
training and jn-country orientetion foxr alr crews to achieve oper= |
ationai readiress in the shortest possible time, J

The 117th Aviation Coupany was operational upon arrival et Dong ifﬁ_

Ba Thin, see Chapter TI1, on 28 September 1965, The 10th Aviztion R“

Battalion and tho 129¢h Aviabtlon Company hecame operationel on 15
December 1965 fTollowing the completion of training exerclses COl=
ducted in the Dong Ba mMin area. On 25 Decenber 1965, the 145th
Airlift Platoon was asslgned o the 10th Aviation Battallion with ‘u;

nome station at Wha Trang, RVN; Thig platoon wWas aasigned the mission | 5j
to provide nelicopter support end Grensportation for Headquarters,

|

T Field Forces Vietnan., . M@i
0

|
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On 31 December 1965, the 4Bth Aviation Company became

operationally ready to Join 148 sister unlts which were already
supporting combat opsrations 3 the biltterly contested Tuy Hoa
Valley; As the yeaxr drsw to & close, the 10th Aviation Rattalion
was composed of the foillowing ualts:

Headquarters end Headguarters Company

48th Aviation Company { AML}
286th Medlcad Dehashment o
27Gth Signal Detachment (Avionics)
390th Trengpertavion Detachment { GHFM)

117¢h Aviatleon Compeny { AML)
130tn Medical Detachment
256th Signel Detachment (Avionlcs)
1h0th Trensportation Netachment { CHFM)

129+th Aviabion Gompeny { AML)
p33rd Medical Detashment
296th Signal Detachizent { Avicniocs)
394 th Trangporbatlon Detachment (CHF&)

15th Alrlift Platoun

ﬁNIT COMMANDERS
T December 1565

10th Aviation Battallon . . o « ¢ o 0 o o7 LTC GREGORY T. OILNEY
Headquarters Commendant . « o o o o o o 0 C ¢PT WALTER KUEHN, JR.
48th Aviatlicn Company T MAJ CHARLES #, DRUMMOND
117th Aviation Company . « « « + ° 7 . « MAJ HARBIN A, CONSTANCE

129th Aviatlon Company , . NMAJ LEON 4, WIGGINS

'Y
-
-
a
®

14 5th ALT1LLE PLALOON 4 e 0 0 e e Tt MAJ KEVIN E, MURPHY
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CHAPTER 1T

DEVEIDP MENT

1 January 1966 = 31 December 1966




cHAPTER II

DEVELOPMENT
1 JenuerjﬂigEE":"ﬁf'December 1966

The expansion of Army;Avlatlon commltments sn the Republie of
Yietnam was accompanied by-several changes to the cemmend relation-
ghip and gtructure of the 10th Aviation pattalion during calendar
year 1966, On 26 January 1966, the signal detachuent previously
agsigned to each of the three helicopter compenies was attached toO
Headquarters and Headquaerters Company, 10th Avisbion Bettealion.

This chenge was undertaken to alleviate the problems creeted VY

shortages of qualified techniclans, repalr parts, and TO&E equipment*

in eeach detachment. Through eoﬁsolldation of administretive and
gechnical supp 1y functions & considerable gavings of manpoweTr was
reelized; gnd under the Operationel control of the pattalion sypenal
- Offlcer, 1nd1v1dua11y txallored repalr teams Wers deployed to PTO=
vide on-8ite avionlcs gupport at fleld 1ooatlons. The adventages of
- ¢his task orgenization to support the widely alspersed awnits of the
pettalion continued to be evident 88 the balance of pereonnel and
equipment were received, and the consolidated avionics teans are
st1ill employed.

Beginning on 1 February 1966, & geries of changes took plaece
in the gtructure and funotion of the 14 5th MrTlAft platoon ab NHEA
TRANG. The 10th Aviatlion Battalion recelved the agsignment of the
ond Platooll, 171st Aviation Company Per General orders Numbet Ly,

Headquarters, 12th Aviatlon Ggroup, dated o8 January 1966, Thls
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platoon wes orgenized with two sections, the first dompose& of the
agsets of the 145th AlrlAft platoon and the geoond wWas composed of

an elirlift platoon formerly attached to the ik45th Aviatlon Battalion
stationed at BIEN HOA, RYN, By the end of March a1l of the agsets

of the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviatlon Company wWexe gtationsd abt NHA
TRANG and under cperational control of 5th Special Forces aroup (ABN).

The 10th Aviation Battallion was fel@aaad from 12th Aviatlion

Group end ggsigned ©o 17th Aviatvlon Group on 1 March 1966 per General

Order Number 1051, Headquarters, U.S, Arumy Vistnam, dated 15 February .

1966 This actlon veduced the dlstance to next higher'headquarters
from 170 nautical miles to 15 nautioal piles {NHA TRANG versus

SATGON), which materially jmproved the pagponsiveness of command and

administratlve agotions.
Basge development had progressed su;flcﬂenoly at DONG BA THIN

during early 1966 to permi® the stationing of fixed wing avliation

companies. On 10 March 1966, the 135th Aviation Company (FWLT)

arrived from Fort Benning, Georgie end Was gaalgned to the 10%th |

Aviation Battalion under 0perat10na1 control of Headquarters, 1

Field Forces, Vietnam.
Oon 4+ March 1966 command of the 1.0th Aviation pattalion passed

fyom LTC GREGORY T. OLNEY to LTC ALBERT J. FERN, The ceremony took

place at DONG BA THIN and wes ettended by MAJOR GENERAL STANLEY R.

LARSEN, CG I Field Forces Vietneams COLONEL GERALD M, SHEA, CO 17th

Aviation Groupbi COLONEL RAYMOND G. JONES,. CO 12th Aviation Groupi

and COLONEL C.A. DEASON, CO Nha Trang Suppor® Commend.

1I-2
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on 9 June 1966, the 281st Aviation Company with its 483rd
Transportatlon Detachment and 499th Signel Detachment debarked
from the USNS W.H, GORDON at NHA TRANG, This company had bheen
activated at Fort Benning with the headquarters and support
elements of an girmobile company, lesg the flight platoons. The
asgets and mission of the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company
were assigned to the 281gt Aviation Compahy and, upon recelpt
of eight additional alrcraft in July, this unit attained the
same structure as the other three light helicopter companlies of
the 10th Aviation pattalion, The 281st Aviatlion Company was
assigned to the battalion in accordance with General Order Num-
per 27, Headguarters, 17th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966
and under operational control of the 5th Speclal Forces Group 1t
support reconnalssance and long range patrol activities through=-
out the Republic of Vietnan,

The 183rd Aviatlon Company (Reconnal ssance Airplane) was sta-
tioned at DONG BA THIN in late June, and assigned to the battallon
per General Order Number 27, Headquarters 17th Aviation Group,
dated 14 July 1966, uith the additionof this unit, the ranks of
the 10th Aviation Battalion had swollen to encompass six aviation
companles engaged in almost every facetb of combat and combat
support activity in the IT Corps Tactical Zone.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL B,L, HABRISON assumed command of the 10th
Aviation Battallon during ceremonies conducted at DONG BA THIN on
12 July 1966, The distingulshed guests sncluded BRIGADIER GENERAL
GEORGE P. SENEFF, CG 1st Aviation Brigede, who presented LTC ALDPERT
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J; FERN the Legion of Merit for services performed 1in the Republic

of Vietnam., During late July, the designation of the unit was
officially changed to 10th combat Aviation Battalion and each of

its numbered alrmobile companies was redegignated Assault Helicopter
Company. These new titles mora éccurately portrayed the role end
functions of the battalion 1in support of Free World objectives.

On 4 September 1966, the 135th Aviation Company end the 183rd
Avlation Company were agsigned to the newly sotivated 223rd Combat
Support Aviation Battalion, however, These units remalined stationed
at DONG BA THIN, Algo during the month of September, the batialion
provided temporary gtaticoning, orienvation briefings, and flight
gtendardization training for the newly arrived aviators of the th
Infanfry Division,

The advance party of the 180th Agsault Support Helilcopter
Compeny arrived at DONG BA THIN on 12 October 1966 and was followed
one week later by the main body which trevelled by military alrcraft.
The new unlt was provided pilleting and paintenance arees gt DONG BA
THIN and 1nuqountry orientatlon training was gupervised by the gtaff
of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, During late November, the CH
47 helicopters were pfocesaed threrough the fi1eld maintenance facllity
gt VUNG TAU and ferried to DONG BA THIN where additional unit L8 in-
ing was conducted, The 180¢h Asseulb Hellcopter Company became OpPETr=
ational on 1 December 1966 gnd wes attached to the battalion per VOCC,

17th Combat Aviation GToup .

As calendar year 1966 ceme to & cloze, the 10th Combat Aviablon

TI=i
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Battalion was composed of the following units:

Headquarters and Headquarters Company
279%th Signal Detachment
256th Signal Detcachuent
296th Signel petachment
238th counter=Mortar Rader Detachment
Patchfinder pDetachment

L8th Assaulb Helicopter Company
286th Medical petachment
390th Transportatlion petachment

117th Assaultb Helilcopter Compéany
130th Medical Detachment
1 Oth.Transportation Detachment
129th Agsaull Helicopter Company

433rd Medical De tachment
39hth pransportation Detachment

281st Assault Helicopter Company
L83rd Trengportatlon Detachment
L99th signal Detachment

180th Assault Support Helicoptexr Company
4o3rd pransporbation Detachment

UNIT COMMANDERS
A1 fiecember 1566

10th Combab Avistlon Battalion « » ¢ 4 ° ivrc B. L. HARRISON

Headguarters commandant o o e o ¢ ¢ . MAJ CLANCEY J. FAUCHEUX

L8th Assaulb Helicopter Company e o ¢ MaAJ JOEL L. WILLIAMS
117th Agsault Helicopter company . e« * ° MAJ KENNETH 1,, KETZLER
129th Agsault Helicopter Compeny o o ¢ ¢ MAJ RONALD H. MERRITT
281st Agsault Helicopter Coupany o o ¢ * MAJ WILLIAM P. GRIFFIN
180th Agsault suppor® Helicopter company LIC THOMAS F. PERKINS
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CHAPTER IIT

UNITS OF THE
10TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION

48TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
bile Light) was activated on

The 48th Aviatlon Company (Airmo

5 July 1965 at Fort Benning, Georgla in accordance with General
g, Third U.S, Army, dated 1p July 1965.

jder Number 200, Headquarte
e 10th Aviation Group.

or
Activated

then was attached to th

The company
a the 390th Transpor-

he 48th Aviation Company wer
the 286th Medical Detac
From 5 July ©o
d individual and.

and attached to t
10n Detachment ( CHFM) 3 nment; and the 279th
achment (Badlo Repalr AV

recelved personnel and &

tat
I November

signal Det jonics).
ccomplishe

1965, the company
On 4 November,

t training in preparation for overssas movement.
parted rort Benning en

ANG, RVN on 2¢ November 1

uni
The maln body

the unit de route TO Vietnan,
cloged at PHAN R 65 and was agsigned that

e to the 10th Aviaetion

Battalion 1n accordance with Gensaral Order

dat
aated 11 Decembar 1965,

12th Aviation Groud,

Beadquerters,
PHAN RANG, conducted oriens

Number 13,
1shed its basge camp et

The company establ
zatlonal equl

ged organl puent rapldly. The

tetion training and proces
31 December 1965, only 3

5 deys af ter

unit was declared operational on

arrival in Vietnam.
TRADTTIONAL CALL SIGNS

LIFT SHIPS & o ¢ o« ° * ° o« o . BLUE STAR
. JOKERS

LJ [ - - [ ]

GUNSHIPS o o o » ¢ = °
111-1




COMMANDERS

MAJOR CHARLES H. DRUMMOND 5 July 1966 L April 1966
MAJOR HARRY MCK. ROPER, JR. 4 April 1966 = 25 September 1966
6 - 31 December 1966

25 September 196

MAJOR JOEL L. WILLIAMS




11770 _ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

The 117th Aviatilon Company waa aotivated at QUI NHON, RVN on
25 June 1963, 1in accordance with General Order Number 236, Head-
quarters, USARPAC, dated 14 June 1963, 1t was assigned to the U.S.
Army Support GIOUGPs South Vietnai, The source of the personnel and
the equipment.assignad to‘the 117th Aviation Company was the Bth
Transportation company (Light Helicopter) which weas deactivated by
the same general.mrderu

The Bth prangporiatlion Company, & STRAC unit, was gtationed ab
Fort Bragsg, North Carolina until 7 November 1961, On that date the ;;'
unit departed home gtation with fifteen H=21C “SHAHNEE“ helicopters -
for Stockton, california, The remaining personnel and equipment
were moved by Military Alr Trangport service bo Alameda Naval Alr
Station, Ccalifornis, on 17 November 1961, The unit was sugmented
with flve additionel H=21 helicopters and then 1o0aded on three gur--
race vesselss the USNS GORES the USNS McGRAW; snd the freighter L
HAWATIAN PILOT along with the airoraft of the 57th Transportation |
Compeny. Ihe¥ grrived 1n gAIGON on 20 pecember 1961 end two deys
1ater, the two units sonducted & joint training exercise o familiar-
jze Vietnemese goldiers with heliborne operations. The Bﬁh Transg-=
portation Company mo#ad to QUI NHON, RVN on 10 January 1962 to
provide heliocopter gupport in the II Corps area, The unit remained
at that location until 28 SeptembeY 1965, at which time 1t moved to

DONG BA THIN for agsignment o the 10th Aviation Battallon.
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LIFT SHIPS .

GUNSHIPS

HARBIN CONSTANCE
MAJOR HARRY J. ZELLMER "1 Maroch 1966 - 25 October 1966
MAJOR KENNETH L. KETZLER

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS

BEACE BUM
SIDEW INDER :

* L]

COMMANDERS
28 September 1965 - 1 March 1966 §

25 October 1966 - 31 December 1966

IT1=H4
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129TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

The 129th Aviatlen Company (Alrmobile Light) was activated on
5 July 1965 at Fort Campbell.-Kentucky in accordance with General
order Number 200, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, dated 12 July 1965.
Concurrently, the 394th Tfansportation Detachment; the 296th Signal
Detachmentsﬁand the hjjfd Medlcal Detachment wexre activated and
attached to the 129th Aviatlon Company. From the date of activation
wntil 30 geptember 1965, the acpivities of the 129th Aviation Company
included reception of authorized personnel and equipment, and training
in praparation for OvVerseas déployment, on 30 SeptembsT 1965, the
it departed Fort Campbell, Kentucky and the maln body arrived at
DONG BA THIN, RVN on 21 ospober 1965, The 129th Aviation Company
wes assigned to the 10th Aviation Battalion on 28 Ochober 1965 in
accordance with General Order Number 8, Headquarters, 12th Aviation
group, dated 11 November 1965, From 21 October to 31 December 1965,
the company busily prepared to support combat operations and on 15
Deoembér 1965 the 129%th Aviation Company ( AML) was declared opere-

tional.
| TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS

LIFT SHIPS o o = o s o o o 9 o °® + » BULL DOG

GIIN E;H IP S [ & L] * -] -] [ o [ a L] ] o L] o GOBRA
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:
COMMANDERS -

t

5 July 1965 - 2 Janualy 1966 1

MATOR LEON H. WIGGTINS

{AJOR ROBERT Do STEARNS 2 Janualy 1066 - 19 July 1966

MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP 19 July 1966 - 06 Ootober 1966

MAJOR ROWALD g. MERRITT i Cotober 1956 = 2l Decemnber 1966




281st ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

- The origin of the 28lst Assault Helicopter Company in Viet-
nam began with the 145th Airlift Platoon of the 145th Aviation
Battalion which arrived in this theater during 1964, and was
stationed'at PHAN THIET, RVN, in support of Special Forces oper=
gtions in that area., The platoon moved to NHA TRANG and was
assigned to the 52rd Avliation Battalion on 6 January 1965 to pro=
vide aviation support to Headquarters, I Fleld Forces, Vistram,
On 25 December 1965, the unit was assigned to the 10th Aviation
Battallon by General Order Number 256, Headquarters, USARV, dated
30 December 1965, In early February, the 145th Airllft‘Platoon
.and the 6th Aviation Platoon, 17lst Aviation Company were comblned
jnto 2nd Platoon, 171lst Aviation Company per General Order Number
4, Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group, dated 25 January 1966, The
mission of the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Compapy was to provide
helicopter support as directed by 5th Speciel Forces Group ( ABN)
with headquarters at NHA TRANG, RVN, The 281st Aviation Company
(AML) was activabed by General Order Number 3}8, Headquarters,
M™ird U.S. Army, dated 7 October 1965, This ofder activated the
company headquarters gervice platoon; 499th Signal Detachment;
and the 483rd Transportatiﬁn Detachment for the 28lst Aviation
Company (AML);_The edvance pafty of this unit arrived in Vietnam
on 23 Hay'1966, and the meln body closed at NHA TRANG on L June
1966, The company reseived the assets and asgumed the mission of
the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company per General Order Number
27, Headquarters, 17th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966,

| 1717




E@ADITIONAL ¢ALL SIGNS

LIFT SHIPS . o « - ° . , MARDI GRAS
GUN SHIPS . « » ° ° . . . WOLF PACK

COMMANDERS
v Qoiober 1965 = 23 July 1966

MAJOR EVERDUS H. HACKETT
mber 1966

LLIAM P. GRIFFIN 2l July 1966 - 31 Dece

MAJOR WI




180TH ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICOPTER COMPANY

This unit was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia by General
Order Number 99, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, ﬁated 16 March
1966, The general order also activated the 403rd Trensportatlion
Detachgent which provides the direct support aircfaft maintenance
for the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company. The advance
party of this unit arrived at DONG BA THIN, RVN on 12 October
l1966 followed by the main bodf on 19 October 1966, The aviators
were glven an 1n§@0untry orientation by the staff of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion and were then placed on temporary duty
with the 179th Assault Support Hellcopter Company and "CHINOOK"
unitas of the lst Calvary Division for familiarization with oper-
ating prodedures and requirements in the Republic of Vietnam,

The aircraft for +his unit arrived at VUNG TAU, BVN by surface

vessel, were provessed for lssue and ferried to DONG BA THIN. The
'180th Agsault Support Hellcopter Company weas declared operational
on 2 December 1966 and deﬁloyed 1ty flight platoons in support of

combat operatlons as directed by the 17th Combat Aviation Group.

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS

GHG".'&’? B}n)ounonooaoou‘oBIG'WINDY
UH"lB uoaooooano.ooag.LITTIJEWINDY
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COMMANDERS

LIEUTENANT COLONEL THOMAS F ., PERKINGS 16 March = 31 Deocember 1966




CHAPTER IV

BATTALION OPERATIONS
31 December 1965 - 31 December 1966




CHAPTER IV
BATTALION OPERATIONS
31 December 1965=31 December 1966
OPERATION JEFFERSON
31‘Deoem$§§"1§8?":"i7ﬂjﬁﬁﬁﬁry 1966
The first combat operatlon for the 10th Aviation Battallon
was conducted in the viecinity of TUY HOA, approximately 65 miles
north of DONG BA THIN, along the coast, From a;farward operating
bage, the battalion supported & series of operatlons which had
the objective of sscuring the Tice harvest of the TUY HOA VALIEY
and engaging elements of the 95th NVA Regiment, Operation JEFFER-
SON was conducted LY the 47th ABVN Regiment and the 2rnd ROK Marine
Brigade to opén Highway Numbexr 1 gouth of TUY HOA and to block the
gea infiltration routes of the NVA in the VUNG RO BAY area, With
the attachment of HMM 363, USMC (10 CH-34+5), the battalion pro-
vided the aviation support for the multi-national force and learned
many valuable lessons in counterinsurgency warfare, Operation
JEFFERSON terminated on 17 Jermary 1966 with the following aviation
gtatistlos:
Hours FIOWD o « + ¢ o o ¢ o 1,115
Combat Assanlis
Battelion Size, . o
Company Slze - « o
Troops Lifted., « « « »

Tons of Cargo Lifted .
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’ OPERATION TYLER
13 January 1966 = 20 January 1966

Operation TYLER was a gearch and destroy operation conducted
to the northeast of PHAN THIET by the ond Battalion (ABN), 327th
Infantry, The 10th Aviation Bettalion provided a reinforced
aviation company at SONG MAO, approximately 60 miles south of DONG
BA THIN to support this unit of the lst Brigade, 101st Airborne
Divisgion, The aviatlon statistics for this brief operation are as
follows:

Hours FloWwn . « s « ¢ « o ¢ 200
Combat Assaults
Company Size . . + » o o 3
Platoon SL2& , « o « ¢ o & 3
Troops Lifted .+ . + » ¢ & ¢ 1,100

Tong of Cargo Lifted ., . . . Iy
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OPERATICN VAN BUREN
18 January 1966 - 20 Feoruary 1966

Operation VAN BUREN brought the lst Brilgeds, 101lst Alrborne

Divigion to TUY HOA and marked the beginning of what was to prove
to be @ winning oombination of two fighting units. During this
period the 10th Aviation Battallon provided general aviation
support to the "Soreaming Fagles" and the 2nd ROK Marine Brigade,
e requirements of these two units usually exceeded the assels
of two helloopter oompanies, and all units of the pattalion were
employed on this operation. A%t the termination of Operation VAN
BUREN, 381 cagualtles by body count, had been infliocted on the
95th NVA Regiment and more thah 80% of the rice orop had baen
harvested by the local farmers. Thls operation inflicted heavy
casualties on the enemy, denied him waluable food supply, and
stimulated the Vietnamese economy and morale in the TUY HOA'VALEEY;

' Aviation statistics for the operation are as follows:

|
i Hours FIOWIl « .+ « + « o+ & o 3,520
Combet Assanlis
Battelion Size . . . . . 8
Company SiZ€ . + « « « » L
Platoon SiZ€ . « . o o 24

Troops Lifted . . . - . . . 19,977

Tons of Cargo Lifted . . . 1,271
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OPERATION HARRISON
n1 February 1966 - 24 March 1966

The success of the operations conducted in the TUY HOA
VALLEY during January and February led to the expansion of the
tactical area of operations into the mountalins wést of the valley.
Operation HARRISON was characterized by extensive sweeping and
patrolling operations through the dense jungles and precipitous
mountain terrain., The vattalion and lst Bxigade, 10lst Alrborne
Division developed technigues for the ingertion of Long Range Re~
connalssance Patrols deep in enemy territory under cover of tWle
light. The insertion of these teams at last light mede extraction
extremely hazardous in the event that patrols engaged enemy forces
during the period of initial ooccupation. The valor displayed by
alrcrews of the 10th Aviation Batfalion,when called upon to extrect
the patrols durlng nours of darkness and under intense flre, forged
the bonds of mutual respect between the "VAGABONDS" and the
ngCREAMING EAGLES". One partiocularly significant encounter of thils
operation occurred when a major fire fight developed between a
company of the 1lst Battalion (ABN), 327th Infantry and elements of
the 95th'NVA Regiment, During the ensulng night, a platoon size
Tiger Foroe was helilifted into & blocking position. Thig was the
first night combat assault for the 10th Aviatlon Battalion as well
as the assaulting forces, When daylight came, the friendly forces
dominated enemy positions: sounted 118 enemy dead and estimated

another 97 killed.
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The 10th Aviation Battalion continued to develop its

mastery of night operations and the capabllity was put to the

acid test when the 2nd Battalion (ABN), 502nd Infantry conducted

e battalion size combat assault durlng the hours of 0100 to 0300,

This is the first battalion size night assault on record in the

Republic of Vietnam, The aviation statistics for Operation

BARRISON are as follows:

Hourz Flown . . .

Combat Agsault
Battalion Size .,
Company Size , ,
Platoon Size , .

Troops Lifted , ,

Tong of Cargo Lifted
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- OPERATION PILLMORE
25 Maroh 1966 « 9 April 1966

The objective of this operation was to_seek and destory
enemy units to the southwest of the TUY HOA VALLEY and to protect
ﬁhe April rice harvest of this fertlile reglion, During thlg oper-
ation} the concept of & heliborne Immediate Reactlon Force was
developed by the lst Brigade, 10lst Alrborne Division and the 10th
Aviation Battalion to execute repid exploltation and reinforcement
Migalong,
| One of the best yardsticks %or evaluation of the success of
Operation FILLMORE is the April 1966 rice hérvest'whioh ylelded
33,000 tons as opposed to April 1665 when 2,000 tons were recovered

by local farmers, Aviation statistics for this operatlon are as

follows:

Hours Flown . . o« o o 1,928
Combat Assaults ., . . ‘
Company S1Ze . « o+ « o 6

Platoon SizZe . o o o o 1
T.‘i‘.‘oops Lifted s o o o o 9.??4
Tons of Cargo Lifted . . 513
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OPERATION AUSTIN
12 Aprid 18 May 1956

Tn mid-April, the field headguarters of the 10th Aviation
Battalion displaced from TUY HOA to PHAN THIET to support a
series of search and destroy operations to be conducted by the
1st Brigade, 1l0lst Ailrborne Division along the southern boundaxry
of the 1II Corps Tactical Zone, Operation AUSTIN II was highe
lighted by a night combat agsault in which the 1st Battalion {ABN),
327th Infantry was heldlifted into multiple landing zones And res=
sulted in 21 eneny k¥illed and geven weapons captured. On 25 April
1966, the battalion moved {nland to the mountainous jungles of
QUANG DUC Province, 85 miles northeast of SAIGON, to support the
spoiling attacks against North Vietnamese units along the Cembodian
border. The flylng sonditiong encountered during Operation AUSTIN
TV were extremely nazardous due to the high altitudes and the heavy
rains of the gouthwest Mumsoon, These regtrictions to flying not
only hampered the responsiveness of aviation sgupport to the taste
ical units, but impoged limitations on access to the unit base camp
where direct support paintenance wag performed., &3 & regult of this
experience, the 10th Aviation Battallion developad the mobile forward
operating bass which cheracterizes 1ts operations to this date,

Aviation summpaery for Operation AUSTiN is as follows:

Bours FLoWn . o o » s o 3,337

Combat Asssults ..
Battalion Size . » - . 10
Company S1Z€ . + « + o S
Platoon Size . - o o o 25

TI“OOPS ][Jif ted o s L) a o 19 04]-?
Tens of Cergo Lifted . . 1,507
IV=7
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"OPERATION HAWTHORNE
2 June 1966 = 20 June 1966

Upon sompletion of Operation AUSTIN, the 10th Aviation
Battalion displaced with the 1lst Biigade, 10lst Alrborne Division
to the vicinity of CHEO REO, approximately 100 neutical miles
northwest of DONG BA THIN, to support planned operations in that
erea, On 30 May 1966, an order was received to displace 105
nsutical miles further northwest to DAK T0.to support the lst
Brigade, 10lst Alrborne Division in countering the antichpated
cummer offengive of the 24th NVA Regiment, The first task for the
pattalion was & combeb assenlt to relieve the bessiged ontpost of
TOUMORONG which was astride the enemy axis of advance. Early on
the morning of 7 June, an estimated NVA battalicn attacked an
artillery position in the valley west of TOUMORONG, Armed heli=
copters of the battalion were oalled to provide close=in fire
support and to relieve the presgsure of the enemy attack which had
already resulted in the @aﬁture of one howitzer, The gunships pro-
vided the firs support for a sucoesaful sounter-attack which re-
sulted in the restoration of the perimetexr and inflicted hsavy
casualties to the attaoking force, Operation HAWTHORNE was oharacte
erized by continuéus enemy contact throughout 16.days and nights of
bitter flghting., The highlight of the operation was an intensive
B-52 alrsbtrike to destroy snemy {orces which had been £ixed through

the rapld aggressive thrugts of the airmoblile forces,
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At the conclusion of Operation HAWTHORNE, the 24th NVA

Regiment had sustéined over 1,200 casualtles by body count and
estimates, A large percentage of these casualties were inflicted
and confirmed during a brilliantly executed combat assault cone
ducted into the bomb craters of the B-52 sgtrike only:30 minutes
after the last bomb wes releaged., The 10th Aviation Bettallon
maintained an average alrcraft availability in excess of 85%

during thls operation degpite the fact that the area of operatlions
was over 200 nautical miles from the base camp. The aviation ste-
tistics for Operatlon HAWTHORNE reflect the intensive participation
of the battalion in this classlc attack which spoiled the planned

NVA monsoon offensive in the Central Highlands:

Hours Flown e o ¢ o ¢ @8 211035

Combat Assaults

Battalion Sizeé . . « o 8
Company SiZ6 . o o o o 8
Platoon S1Z8 . o o« o o 9

Tyoops Lifted . o « o o 11,301
Tong of Carge Lifted . . 509
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OPERATION BEAUREGABD
24 June 1966 = 1 duly 1966

Operation BEAUREGARD wazs conducted in the DAK TO area to
soreen the Cambodisn-Laotian border and to interdict enemy units
infiltrating the area, The battalion had deployed its maintenance
and signal detachments to KONTUM, approximately 30 miles east of
DAK TO, to support ite operatidng in this remote locaktion, The
gustained high level of alrcraft aveilability during Operation
HAWTHORNE and BEAUREGARD was graphic evidence of the effectiveness
of the battalion forward operating base, Concurrently with the
final days of this cperation, tﬁe battalion received jits first
Annual General Inspestion and received satisfactory ratings in all
functional areas, The asviation gbtatigtics for Operation BEAUREGARD

are ag follows:

Hours Flown e o o e o o 2p175

Combat Aggemltes

Battalion Size ; o . ; 5
Company S1Ze , . o o o 8
Platoon 8ize , o o o o 7

Troops Lifted ., o o o o 10,704
Tong of Carge Lifted , . 712
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OPERATION JOHN PAUL JONES
21 Taly 1966 - [ Beptember 1966

Following Operation BEAUBEGARD, the battelion, under the
command of LTC HARRISON, displaced from DAX TO and KONTUM to the
now familiar beaches of TUY HOA, It was during this perlocd that
the designation of the unit was changed to the 10th Combabt AVige
tion Pattalion and each of 1ts light airmobils coupanies WaS 18w
degignated as Assault Helicopter Company. Cperation JOHN PAUL
JONES had the objlectlve of deatruction of ensuy unlts in the TUY
HOA area and to secure the ares for developnent of a major alrfield
and logistical base with secure lines of communication, Tactical
operations commenced with the clandestine jnsertion of patrols and
vlocking forces into the mountaing surrounding VUNG RO BAY, =&
natural harbor immediately gouth of the TUY HOA VALLEY. The fo0llow-
ing morning & pattalion of the lst Brigade, 1l0lst Atrborne Divieion
wags helilifted into a combat assault across the bsaches of the
narbor. Bxtensive search and desgtroy operablons in the large tact-
1cal area of this operatlon placed heavy demands on the aviation
units of the 10£h Combat Avietion Battelion which were experiencing
severe aviator shortages due to rotstlon of experienced personnel,
It was not unusual during this perlod to have the’officerﬂ of Hoalw
quarters and Headquarters Compary perticipating in combat assaulbt
operations with the assigned units, in sddition to their other
duties. The objlectives of Operation JOEN PAUL JONES were achleved
and extensive construction in the VUNG RO BAY and TUY HO4 areas Was

well underway prior to the termination of the operation, ‘The
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following statistics are indicative of

aviation in this operation:

Hours Flown . + « .

Combat Assaults .
Battalion Size ., .
Company Size . . .
Platoon Size . . .

Troops Lifted . . .

Tong of Cargo Lifted
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35,583
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OPERATION SEWARD
6 September 1966 - 28 Ooctober 1966

This operation was conduoted in the mountalns northwest of
©UY HOA and north along the coast to block infiltration routes
and destroy enemy units in the area, As the operatidn progreagsed,
the preponderance of the tactical elements of the lst Brigade, 101at
Alrborne Division were employed on gearch and destroy misslong in an
area approximately'BO navtical miles northwest of the meln commend
post at TUY HOA, The 10th Combat Aviation Battelion established a
forwerd operating base and & tactical command post at DONG TRE to
provide more responaive aviatlon suppori and reduce the number of
flying hours which would'be otherwise wasted travelling from the
£1e1d headquarters south of TUY HOA. Thils further fraegmentation of
the battallon headquarters placed an additional burden on the
commend and staff sectlons, but the tactical advanteges that acecrued
were obvious:: as the area came under the influence of the Northeast
Mongsoon rains, The aviation statistics for Operation SEWARD are as
follows:
Hours Flown . o « « « o 7,289
Combat Assaults
Battalion Size ., « « 7

Couwpany Slze . 11
Platoon Slze .

L]
*
L ]
&

»
-
-
O

Tyoops Llfted T 37'988
Tong of Cargo Lifted . . 1,954

IV=13




OPERATION GERONIMO

31 October 19 -

ecember 1966

The five day period between Operatlons SEWARD and GERONIMO was

used to conduct intensive night training in formation flying and

formation landing, The training had the dual purpose of lnereasing

unit proficiency in night operations and, through selection of

training areas, to execute a carefully planned deception, On the

‘night of 31 October, a batielion sized force of the lgt Brigade,

101st Alrborne Division was helllifted into a night combat asgault

without the use of artifisial 1llumination, The operation was coOn

sidered a complete success and the following message Was recelived

from BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLARD PEARSON, CG 1st Alrborne Division

on 1 October: "I heartily commend the 10th Combat Aviation

Battalion for its sterling performance 1in the battalion airmobile

asgsault lest evening, It was truly a professional Jjob,*"

Flying conditions ln the TUY HOA area became extremely hazard-

ous during the menth of November as a regult of the gale-~force Wwinds

end torrential ralns sasooiated with the Northeagst Monsocon, The con=-

tinuous, responsive aviation support rendered by the battallion under

such adverse conditions required the utmost vigllance and professional

skill on the part of each avlstor. The aviation gtatistics for

Operation GERONIMO are &as follows:
Hours Flown ., . .
Combat Asseults
Battalion Size .
Company Size . .
Platoon Size , .

Troops Lifted . .

L]

. . 5,616
a a L“
L) 2“’
. o 9
] L] 29 l?86

Tong of Cargo Lifted . . 2,535
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OPERATION PICKETT
9 December 1066 -

On 5 December 1966, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion de-
parted "VAGABOND VALLEY®, as the area south of TUY HOA was commonly
known, to establish a forward operating base in the vicinity of
KONTUM, approximetely 200 miles northwest of DONG DA THIN, The
area of operations 1s charscterlized by high mountains and dense
Jungle vegetation; During operations to date, surface winda in the
vicinity of KONTUM have rangsd between 10 to 25 knots daily, and
windas in the mountainsg have reached levels 1n excess of 50 knots
Wwith severe turbulence, The battallon has conducted experiments
to determine sultable methods for explesive preparation of landing
zones in the bémboo and elephant grass thickets which are common
throughout thé area, On 27 December, a battallon size night combat
assault was successfully conducted into 1aqding zﬁnes high on the
slopes of the mountains northeast of KONTUM without incident,

The last operational highlight for the year 1966 was a vislt,

on 28 December, by GENERAL HAROLD K. JOHNSON, Chief of Staff,
| United States Army, to the field headquarters of the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion, During this visit, the Chief of Staff received
a briefing on the maintenance snd operating procedures of this unit,
GENERAI, JOHNSON concluded his visit by participating in a live=fire
demonstration aboard cne of the "MINI-GUNY equipped gunships of the

pattalion,
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