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CHAPTER V 

REFLECTIONS 

"In memory 1 s eye I can see them now ~ forming grimly for 

the attack, blue lipped, covered with sludge and mud, chilled 

by the wind and rain of the foxhole, driving home to their 

objective, and to the judgment seat of God. I do not know the 

dignity of their birth, but I do know the glory of their death." 

These words by GENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR, spoken on 

ll.} July 1935. ring true today. Three decades later, and in 

another strange part of the world, Amerioans answer the call. 

The methods Of warfare have changed, but the sacrifices. hard­

ships, and the many faces of death remain the same, 

During this first year of combat operations, the "VAGABONDS 

OF VIETNAM" have traced an odyssey the length and width of Vietnam. 

The lOth Combat Aviation Battalion has a record second to none. 

Tne feats of our aviation crews are legendary among grcund troops 

we support. Our successful operations. and contri buttons to'orard 

the effort to stem the rising t1de of Communism have not been with­

out cost. Our aviators and enlisted crew members have been called 

upon to perform many acts requiring courage, and valor above and 

beyond the call of duty. Many have never returned. They have given 

their lives fighting for the pririciples for which we stand. 

It is with humil1ty that we dedicate this chapter to our fallen 

comrades. In our future endeavors, let us be ever mindful of these 

men, and the princi.ples for which they gave their all, 



1Y! AlIDS FOR V AWl! 

In a unit that is as heavily involved in combat operations 

as is the 10th Combat Avia't;:l.on Battalion, valor :l.s a relative 

thing. Daily, our aViators are faced with dangers that are more 

real and deadly than one could ever imagine in a peacetime sit~ 

uat:l.on. Combat assaults under enemy fire are commonplace; gun~ 

strikes against heavily defended positions are almost a matter 

of routine: and emergency extractions of surrounded patrols are 

an unpleasantly recurring fact of life. Yet, out of the vast 

potpourri of heroiO aotions experienced by members of the lOth 

Combat Aviation Battalion, we have those individuals whose in­

trepid gallantry is so conspicuous as to single them out for 

special reoognition. The following synopsis of awards for oal~ 

endar year 1966 discloses those individuals in the 10th Comba'!; 

Aviation Battalion who so exempl:l.fied the type of heroism common 

to the ltV AGABONDS OF VIETNAM"; 

3 January ~ CAPTAIN JOHN R. JENKS, 05307351, and CAPTAJN LA RUE 
R. ROSENGRAN'f, 05312!~74. 48th Assault Hel1copter Company. were 
awarded the D:l.stingu:l.shed Fly:l.ng Cross for making an emergency 
extraction of a trapped reconnaissance patrol near PHAN RANG. 
They defied heavy enemy automatic weapons flre to make the rescue. 

10 January - FIRST I~EUTENANT VICTOR L. DONNEL, 098409. 48th 
Assault Helicopter Company. was recommended for the Silver Ste.r 
and CAPTAIN ROBERT J. FRAZIER JR.. 08~'709, also of the 48th. was 
recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross for rescuing a five 
man .American patrol that was surrounded by an estimated 100 Viet 
Congo While braving heavy enemy fire, tl1ey extracted the mel:l, from 
a. tiny pick-up zone and oarried them to safety. 



12 January ~ WARRANT OFFICER DAVID L. GREEN JR •• W31522? 117th 
Atlsault Helicopter Company was Qwarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for rescuing the lone surv1vor of a helicopter that orashed 
in the ocean. He lowered his helioopter until the sk.lds were 
actually below the surfaoe of the choppy water. allowing the ln~ 
jl..l:red man to crawl on the skid. He then skillfully dragged the 
casualty through the we.ter to safety. . 

25 January - FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M. WnSON. 05320415. 1!+5th 
Airlift Platoon was reoommended for the award of the Distingu.ished 
Flying Cross for braving enemy fire to rescue two Amerioan soldiers 
who had been trapped by the Viet Congo 

28 January - MAJOR K¥.vIN E. MURPHY. 04021336. and CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER ROBERT A. JOHNSON. W3!}30291.1,.Sth Airlift Platoon. wej:e 
recollllllended for the awe.:rd of the Distinguished Flying C1'o,9s for 
extraoting a f1.ve man l'eeonne.isse.tl.oe team that was surrounded b;v 
a Viet Cong platoon. 

29 January ~ FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A. JACKSON. 05320239. ru1d 
SECOND LIEUTENAN':f RICHARD R. BOUCK. 05710611. 145th Airlift Pla­
toon were reoommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross f'or resouing II! single survivor of a SpeOial Foroes patrol 
who was sul'rounded by a Viet Cong force that was rapidly olosing 
in on him, 

29 January - MAJOR KEVIN E. MURPHY. 04021336. CAPTAIN JOHN W. 
GREEN, III, 05412896. FIRST LIEUTENANT JUNICHI E. Y.ARIRO. 05406165. 
FIHST LIEUTENANT JAMES A. JACKSON. 05320329. FIRST LIEUTENAN'r 
RICHAlID :fl. BOUCK. 05710611. FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWARD O. LEACH. 
05914828. FIRST LIEUTENANT WII~IE M. WILSON. 05320415. and CHIEF 
WARRP~~T OFFICER ROBERT A. JOHNSON, W3430291. 1~5th Airlift Platoon. 
were awarded the DistingUished Flying Cross. These men were flying 
four utility helioopters ·that extraeted twenty one Amer1ca."1s liTho 
had become surrounded try III vastly superior fOl'ceof Viet Congo The 
rescue would not have bean possible. however. without the s,ssist., 
anoe of two gunships 'chat poured deadly suppressive fire on the 
enemy positions. These two gunships were piloted by the fol1owil~ 
men who were also Blw/ll.l'ded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their 
actions: CAPTAIN JOE B. THURSTON JR •• 091708. CAPTAIN DAVID E. 
HURD, 051f05408. FIRST LIEUTENANT FRANK Lo MACPHERSON, 05318.531. 
and CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER GARY D. MARTIN. W3200581. 

30 January = MAJOR CURTIS I •• GARBETT JR •• 01890237. end WARRANT 
OFFICER DAVID SPURGEON. W3152'155. 117th Assault HeHoopter Company. 
were Slwa.rded the Dintinguishl!ld. Flying Cross for making two emer~ 
geney medical evacuations at night through deadly enemy fire. 



3 February - FIRST LIEUTENANT KENNETH B. MCLAUGHLIN, 05220501, 
129th Assault Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for skillfully crash landing h1s aircraft in the 
jungle after experiencing a sudden loss of power. The landing 
was accomplished with no injuries to the crew and only minor 
damage to t:'le helicopter. 

7 .Febrnary - CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 05)07234, and CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER BENJAMIN F. WILSON, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, .wre 
recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
providing cover for a ship carrying an emergency·re-supply of 
ammuni tion to an American force undel' enemy fire, the pilots of 
the UII-ID carrying the ammunition, MAJOR RALPH W. BROMAN, 0782Li.2, 
and FIRS'r LIEUTENJlJ1'r PAUL SILVERBERGER. were also recommended for 
the fJ.ward of the Distinguished Flying Cross for their coure.geous 
action, 

8 Febru.ary - CAPTAIN REX S, SAINDON, 05700172, 117th Assault HeU­
copter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
savtrlg the crew of a crashed helicopter just Off-shore at TUY ROA. 
Although the updrafts and other turbulence made the approach almost 
impossible, CAPTAIN SAINDON skillfully touched down on a boulden' 
and evacuated all personnel. 

11 February - CAPTAIN JOHN B. DAHILL, 0860)9, and FIRST LIEUTENJl.NT 
LOUIS L. SEXAUER, 05321131, 14Sth Airlift Platoon, were awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for piloting a gunship in support 
of a Vietnamese combat mission near TAN TRU. They poured a devas­
tating volv~e of fire on a Viet Cong force that was trapped by the 
Vietnamese troops. 

28 l"ebruary - WARRANT OFFICEH HOYE D. TTBIDTTS, W315234B, 129th 
Assault Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flyj.ng 
Cross for leading two armed helioopters supporting a oombat assault 
near TUY HOA. He coordinated, led and directed olose air support 
against the insurgent positions, all the while receiving intense 
hostile ground fire. 

4 March - 11AJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OFI03657, and CAPTAIN VINCENT 
G. RIPOLL, 02)09987. of the i}8th Assault Helicopter Company. were 
awaro.ed the Distingu'.shed Flying Cross for a night emergency med­
ical evacuatlon of two wounded Americans while under fire. 

4 Marcb - CAPT.AIN JomJ H. BOYSEN, 085919, and WARRANT OFFICER 
MERLE J. ARNOLD, W3l52313, 129th Assault Helicopter Company. were 
awarded t!'le Distinguished Flying Cross for each flying a helicopter 
loaded with eme:cgency supplies to a unit t!'lat had been surrounded 
Hear TUY HOA. After approa.ching the landing zone through murderous 
enemy fire, the two ships suoceeded in delivering their precious 
cargo, 
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6 March - CAPTAIN <TOSEPH C. GROSS IXI, OF1066J.5. l29th Assa;l;\lt 
Helioopter Company, ,ms awarded the Distinguished. Flying C:::-or;s 
for leading a flight of three utility helicopters during a vital 
re-supply mission near TUY HOA. A.1:t;hough 11:1.8 fll.ght was contin~, 
ually exposed to intensive hostile fire. CAPTAIN GROSS unerringly 
led his three shj.ps j.l1 a succ,essful re-supply of the friendly forces. 

9 March - MP.JOR I,AVERE til. BINDRUP, OFlOJ65?, and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
WINDELL V. GREEN, 051}06l'15. lj,8th Assault HeHcapter Company. were 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for making a successful 
emergency landing after thelr ship was raked by enemy :fir,?, saving 
the ship from destruction end the or~w from almost certain inJury. 

12 Maroh ~ MAJOR RALPH W. BROI~AN. 078242, 48th Assault Helicopter 
Company, was awarded the Dis'Cinguished Flying Cross for leading a 
major night a~.Hlault in the vicinity of TUY HOA. Although the vls~ 
lbil1ty was poor and. the laJ.1.ding zone almost impossible to discern 
in the de.rkness, M.;..rOR .BRO~lAN sucoessfully led his flight; through a 
hail of autome.tic weal)ons fire. 

21 March - MAJOR AUGUS'rUS L. SHEIDgR J'R" 082237, CAPTAIN REX E. 
SAINDON, 05700172, and CAPTAIN KENNETH W. SCHERZ, OFI05820, 117th 
Assault Helicopter Company. were awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for making repeated re~supplies of critically needed ammuni­
tion to a beleagured AQerican force near TUY HOA. Although exposed 
to vicious enemy fire, with the added difficulty of darkness to 
hinder them, the m1.ssion was completed. 

27 March - FIRST LIEUTENANT FREDDIE ,T. USSERY. 0531828'+, 129th 
Assault HellClopte,~ Company, was reoommended for the alJil"ard of the 
Distinguish<!\d v'ly:l.ng Cross for delivering acrittcally needed re., 
supply of anllUuni'l;ion and other ori ;;ice.l cargo through hea,ry fire to 
an assault force D<!>ar TUY ROA. 

28 March - CVlO DAVID p, DAVIS, W3151827, and CWO GEORGE M. DENT. 
W32051~6, 129th Assault Hel:lopter Cmapany, were awarded the Dlst;ing~ 
uished Flying Cross foZ' the extract:l.on of fA trapped LRRP 'ream nee,!' 
TUY HOA. While CWO DENT a s pickup ship braved the enem;v bullet;s to 
make the piokup. Cit>fO DAVIS! s gunship poured deadly suppressive fire 
on the enemy positions. 

30 March - ~I.AJOR RONALD H. MERRITT. OFIOOI'28, and CAPTAIN HARRY T. 
WHETZEL, 02293801, 129'ch ASS(.l;ult Helioopter Company, were awarded 
the Dlstingt1~.shed Flying Cross for the eJr.traot;:l,on of a re()onnatss .. 
anoe patrol llnde:r 6xt:t'emely heayy fire near TUY HOA,. Direoting 
suppressive machine gun fire on t.he enellyposi tlon,. they'. aooomplished 
the mission. 



1 April ~ CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 05307234, 48th Assault 
Helicopter Company. was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for a medioal evaouation near QUI NHON. In order to allow the 
"Dust Off" ship to make the resoue, CAPTAIN EELSEY placed his 
ship between the enemy positions and the res()ue ship, dX'awing 
all of the enemy fire, 

3 April - WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD N. BLUNT, W1352780, WARRANT 
OFFICER GERALD W. RAGLAND, W22l6065. and PFC GLEN A, SCHNEIDER, 
RA 16825711, ll7th Assault Hel100pter Company. were awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for flying oontinuously for ten hours 
in support; of a combat operation near TUY HOA. Their ship contin= 
uously def'1ed heavy enemy fire to deliver ammunition and medl.oal 
supplies, and to make many medioal evaouations. 

3 April - CAPTAIN RICHARD D. AKRE, 05704107, and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
HOMER J. JORDAN, 05318362. 117th Assault Helioopter Compa..'1Y. were 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing gun oover for 
an UH~lD attempting an emergenoy extraotion of a small patrol near 
DONG TRE. These two pilots unleashed a torrent of deadly fire at the 
enemy, allowing the piokup ship to make a suooessful extraction. 

:3 April ~ MAJOR RONALD H. MERRITT, OFI00428, 129th Assault Heli~ 
copter C9mpany was recommended for the Dist1.nguished Flying Cross 
for extr/il-oting three members of a reoonnaissance patrol who were 
esoapingfrom a Viet Cong foroe. Without the aid of gunships, 
MAJOR MERRITT bravely pioked up the trio and flew them to safety, 

4 April ~ CAPTAIN HARRY T. WHETZEL, 02293801, CWO WALTER L. FISHER, 
W:3150265. and CWO ROLF E. SCHOEIKOPF, W31517J6. l29th Assault Heli­
oopter Company. were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for es= 
oorting an unarmed helicopter to extraot a lJillP near TUY ROA, When 
the UH-lD was hit by hostile fire and orashed, the gun crew immed­
iately jettisoned their rooket pods and went to the resoue, p:l.oking 
up the .stranded troops and flying the heavily loaded airoraft to 
safety, 

6 April = CAPTAIN JOHN H. BOYSEN. 085919. l29th Assault Helioopter 
Company. was reoommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for flying m.ore than ten hours in oontinuous support of combat. 
operations near TUY HOA. Although his airoraft was under intense 
fire during the entire time, he suooessfully acoomplished his mission, 

21 April ~ MAJOR HARRY J. ZELLMER, 01935738, and MAJOR AUGUSTUS L, 
SHEIDER JR.. 082237. 117th Assault Helioopter Company, were awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross fol' .landing a reoonnaissanoe team 
near PHAN THIET. They flew to the seleoted landing zone only to be 
met by heavy automatio weapons fire, They plaoed suppI'essive fire on 
the enemy positions and inserted the reoonnaisse.nce team in an a1= 
ternate landing zone, 



24 April - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OFlOJ657, 48th Assault HeH= 

oopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 

finding and guld:l.ng a lost hel100pter to safety. MAJOR BINDRUP 

flew at tree top level over the enemy lnfe sted t;errl tory, looate,:!. 

the lost shlP. and led :I. t t;o safety. 

18 May - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THOMAS J. SCHAUMBERG, W3200555, 

and WARRANT JOHN W, HUDSON. 129th Assault Hel:!.copter Company, were 

recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross for extracting an 

LRRP Team that was engaged in a bitter fire fight with a superior 

Viet Cong vorce, Without any gunship support, these pilots landed 

in a small jungle clearing, touched one skid to the steep ~lope, 

and p1cked up the patrol, 

2 .Tune ~ CAPTAIN LWYD A. SCHMID, 02284767 and CHIEF WARRANT 

OFFICER ROSS E. MARKLE, W)200530, of the ~,8th Assault Helic('pter 

Company, were awa.rded. the Dist1ngu1shed Flying Cross for providing 

gun cover for heli(lopters re~supply1ng a friendly V1etnamese force 

that was ln danger of' being overrun. By plac1ng aoourate suppr~'Bs­

i ve flre on the well armed enemy. these two pilots allowed the 

suocessful re-supply of the embattled V1etnamese. 

3 June - CAPTAIN RICHARD, D. AKRE, 05704170, FIRST LIEUTENANT 

HOMER R,JORDON, 05318362, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD R, HEBER, 

W22l5844. and WARRANT OFFICER EDWIN R, CONSTANT, W31525l6, l1~)th 

Assault Hel1ooptel' Company, were awarded the Dist1nguished Flying 

Cross for aiding a V1etnamese un1t engaged in a bltter fire fight 

w1th an est1mated regiment of Viet Cong near DAK TO. Although thelr 

gunsh1ps reoe1ved multiple hits, and several orewmembers were in= 

jured, they poured a devastating amount of fi.re on the enemy, 

7 June = On thhl date. a large Viet Cong foroe suddenly att.l!lmpt;ed 

to overrun an artillery position near DAK TO. The Con~anding Gen= 

eral of the 1st Bl'igade. lOlst Airborne D1vision, and h1s staff 

were vlsit1ng the artillery pos1t1ons at the time, Hls command and 

control hellcopter was airborne, 01roling the area when the vinic-us 

attack oommenced. The crew of the sh1p was oomposedof C.APTAIN 

JAMES F. PRICE, 05515117, Alc, CWO GEORGE A, WECKERliE, W22143.52, 

STAFF' SERGEANT ALLEN L. RUSSELL, RA55658190. and SPECIALIST PIVE 

ORVILLE L. STOVER, RA 19781824, of the 48th Assault Helioopter 

Company. They flew rl.ght into the midst of the battle, with the 

crew chlef and gunner pouring f1re at the enemy. The pilots m&c\1l'J •• 

uvered thelr ship to tTY and disrupt the enemy attack. These fou.r 

men reoe1ved th~ Dist1nguished Flying Cross. After the attack 

commenced, Joker gunships rushed to the scene, They directed an. 

enormous volume of f1re at the attaokers. and inflioted major 

casualtles on the enemy. The two crews were composed of CAPTAIN 

DONALD R, KELSEY, 05307234, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER DOMINIC L. 
GUCCIONE, STAFF SERGEANT ROBERT E. SHANNON. RAl5556582. SPECIALIST 

FIVE ALDIS MUELLER, SPECIALIST FOUR BOBBY R. HAMBY, and PRIVATE 

FIRST CLASS FLOYD E. GREER, US 54364461, also of the 48th Allsault 

Hellcopter Company, These men were all recommended for the award 

of the Dlstingu1shed FlYing Cross. 
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8 June - The follo',dng six m<:!lmbers of the 1}8th Assault HeUt)opt'JX' 
Company were recommenied for the award of 'ehe D1stingulshed j<'lying 
C:l:'oss: M.t~OR HARHY MCK ROPER, 066246. CAP'rAIN VINCENT G. RIPO)i:,r.. 
02309987. CAPTAIN JAMES F. FIUCE, 05515117. CTlro GEORGE A. WECKEl1IE, 
W22l11-352. FIRST J~IEUTENANT WI:LLIAM T, RAGAN, 05320764, C.I\P'rAIN 
MonnIS R. STEENSON. for pro\rldl.ng gunship cover for Mr Force CIr., 
43' s winching "twent;,' s~.x wounded men ou"t of the jungle nea,,' DJ,[( TO. 
l<1h11e the vuln~l):able ell-II· 3 " l~ \f61'e attempting to wtnch out the 
w01mded. they came u?lder heavy n.ra from fortified gun poslt:tons. 
The two gunships irumediate:'~y @.ttaoked the enemy pOSitions, and. 
allowed the suocessful ex"trswtio.1. of the twenty six 1Uner:l.ct~n wovxlded., 

9 June - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER, 066246, If8th Assault; HeHcopte.:t: 
Company, e~nd M./lJOR FRANCIS D. BETTINGER, 085Lt8l. Headqua.rt~):rs and 
Hl!ladquar"ters CompaJ"l-Y. 10th Combat Avia"l:;ion Battalion, were reCOl"!lllleuo. 
ad for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for making fl 

11.1g11t reconnaissance under enemy flre '(;0 better evaluate an area 
1'01' a forthcoming assault" Th(~ ultimate sucoess of the assault was 
due to the excellence of their reconnaissanoe, 

9 JUDe ~ CAPTAIN LESLIE J, HEPLER, 086249, was awarded the Sil'le:r 
Sta:r. M.d W ARR.AN'r OFFICER HAROLD D. HARRISON, PRIVATE FIRST CL.ASS 
DAVID L, ENSLIN, RA 13847.58!}, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CHARLES U. CAMP­
BELL, RA1273863h. 117th Aosau.lt Helicopter Company, were awarded 
the Dist.i!lguished FlyIng Cross for flying a oommand and control 
mission for the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. DllT.'j.ng mo:r.'e 
than ten consecuttve h01.!rf3 of ha.zardous flying, these b:ca.1Te men 
repea'~<!;dly made emergency f.I,)llllluni t1.on re<.supplies, medical ~lV<l()"u2.o" 
tlons, and flew co.\ll1nand personnel into many positions ac;"t;ivel~" en­
gaged in battle. While exposed to heaV"j hostLle fire, 

10 ,Tunf!l = W1RR.llNT OFFICER RICHARD J. FEDOROW!CZ, i~.3152592, vUW re,. 
commended for th~ Dlstinguisl1ed Plying Cross, and the rest of hls 
cr'ew, compos~jd of WARRA~T OFF'JCEl'! RICHARD N. BLUNT, SPECIAl,IST l"OUIlTH 
CLIISS GEORGE O. PEAY, and PRIV ArE FIRST CJ .... 4.BS BRUCE .T. BLACKBUHN 
for tht, Di.st:\.ngulshed Flying Cross for mak:!.ng an emergency re~supl'ly 
0.1' oritically need.eel D!.erHc)al suppl:l.es to a unit involved in a bloody 
lIE .. i:;tle with a V:!.et Cong 1'0)1;'015. Although they oame lmder In"llr;iero'lhJ 
l!w.chine gune fl1'e f:rOill. £levere.l locations, the reo-supply l1li~1Sion VIS.S 
ao()omplished, 

11 ·Ju.n~ - CAPTAIN GB1!:('tG S. BOND, OF'106505. l1.'7th 1l.ssauH Hel:l.eopter 
Company was a;;,;aro.erJ. the Dlstlngulshed Fly'-ng CrOss for providing 
gun (JOVl'.ll' for a "81ic.li:" In s®[.,.rch of sur"i VOl'S of E!. orashed heJ..i­
copter near DAK TO, C.Al"TAIN BON)) 1,~d. the rescue ship "1;0 the site of 
the survivors. Iflying a hea';:v' blanket of f1.re on enemy gun posit:lotIS. 



13 June - CAPTAIN MORRIS R. STF.ENSOt~ 05310067. and CAPTAIN J .M1ES 
F. PRICE, h8th Assault Helioopter Company, were recommended for 
'che Distinguished. Flylne; Cross for actions while on a search and 
destroy mission near DAK TO. After discovering a sizeable Vie't~ Cong 
force in the jungle, they launched an attack on the enemy, AlthcJUgh 
thelr shlp was hi'" four tlm('Js, they persisted in their attack and 
led reinforcements to the area. 

:t3 June = WARRANT OFFICE.R RICHARD J. FEDOROWICZ, W3l53592. an,l 
WARRANT OFPICER RICHARD E. IZOLD. W3l5290B, 117th Assault Heli­
copter Company were lme.rded the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
locattng and ex·t;racting a Special Forces Team that was trying to 
excape from a Viet Cong force near POLEI KLENG. With ·thelr machine 
guns flring, and a gunship providing deadly close-in fire sUPPcJ);;';;, 
the rescue was lll.ade. 'rhe gtm.ship pj.lots, FIRST LIEUTENANT LARRY A. 
JEFFERIES, 05709520, anli CHIEF I.fARRANT OFFICER HAROLD O. CROOKS, 
W221562h. 117"t;h Assault Helioopter Company ,were also awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for their courageous actions. 

IL:, <Tune ,. CAPTAIN .TAMES A. Me CRACKEN, 05301776, was recommendeod. 
for the DL::tillgulshed FlyiY'.g Cross for providing gun cover for a 
UH-lD attempting ·~o locate EJ, six man reconnaissance patrol. CAPTAIN 
MC CRACKEN placed. deadly n):'~ on the enemy forces and drew t.he 
hostile fire away from the resoue ship, insuring the suoces:~ of the; 
mll3s10n. CAPTA.1N MC CRACKEN was a member of the 129th A. H. c. 

15 June - CAPTAIN FRANCIS ,1', RODDY, 05404}68, 117th Assault Heli~ 
oopter Company was awarded the Distingu1shed Flying Cross for ex­
tracting an I,RRP TeffiJI that was in heavy contact with the enemy. 
CAPTAIN RODDY defied viciou.s enemy fire and rescued the six l:1&.l1 

patrol. 

17 June ~ CHIEF WitRRA\\JT OFFICER CECIL C. GIBSON, W)l5l023, 129th 
Assault Helicopter Co:npany was awarded· the m.stinguished Flying 
Cross for provld1.ng cover for a UH-1D that was to extract 8. be= 
siege1d l't'lOOl1naj.ssaJ.1.ce patrol. Arriving at the pickup. site before 
the rescu.e ah:l.p, he immedie:t;ely launohed heavy gun runs on the 
enemy pOSiti.on, infltoting many casualties, He 'I;hen escortdd the 
rescue ship .1nto the p.1okup zone, where the extraction was made. 

18 June - NArJOR CARI. R. JONES, 02266)08, 48th Assault Heltoopter 
Company. was awarrl~d t;h~ Distinguished Flying Cross for flying a 
UH-1B armed hel:l.copter in suppoY't of a combat assault near DAK TO. 
When the assault Hhips CF-lJlle under heavy fire, MAJOR JONES esta·tl­
lished a fl:x: on '(;lH' emem;r. fearlessly attaoked their posi t:10n8, a.'1.d 
allowed the assault to oon'c.i.l1u.<:l. 

16 July ~ M.A.JOR RICHARD T. CLINE, 04030723. and CAPTAIN RICHARD G. 
CHAP}IAN JR •• 02297661, 129th Assault Helicopter Company. wer~ 
awarded the Dist;1.nguisn.ed Flying Cross for rescuing a badly out~ 
numbered Speoial Forces Team nl'Jar DAK TO. A.lthough receiving heavy 
hostile fire, t~·ley skillfully made the pickup of the team. 



26 July ~ MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR, 066246, 48th Assault Hell~ 
oopter Company, was reoonllill!mded for the Distinguished Flying Cll'OBS 
for flying a UH-ID in support of oombat operations near TUY HOA, 
After reoeiving a oall stating that two injured men were stranded 
in a minefield, M~rOR ROPER unheSitatingly flew to the minefield, 
hovered his ship only inohes off the ground, and rescued the in­
jured men, 

8 August - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HARRISON was awarded 
the Silver Star and LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANK R. WILSON was 1'15= 
commended for the same honor. On this date, While flying a c(,mlnf.nd 
and control helicopter d.uring the ()onduct of a major combat a8;~f.mlt 
near TUY HOA, they :reoelved word that an American patrol had ml,Jl­
tured an important priMner, They promptly flew to the patrol, 
wh10h was in a bitteJ,' f1:,'e fight. Bravely defy1ng the heavy enemy 
fire, they landed in the piokup zone. Sinoe the area was so ccm­
fJ.ned I three volunteers had to stay behind to allow a sucoessful 
tcJwof'f. After departing the area through a hail of bullets, LIEU­
TENANT COLONEL HARRISON and LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILSON delivered the 
valuable prisoner to an interrogation team. They then returned to 
the patrol t s locations to plck up th~, men who had stayed behind. 
One of these volunteers was MAJOR FRANCIS D. BETTINGER, 085481. who 
was also recommended for the award of the Silver star. After depart~ 
ing the helioopter. MAJOR BETTINGER immediately took his trio t,) 
reinforce the patrol. l'hey beollJlle engaged in a fire' fight wltlJ: the 
enemy foroes. When gumJhlps approaohed the posi t:l.on. MAJOR BE':CTINGER 
direoted their nr~ to the enemy strongholds. With the ald of the 
command and control shiP. MAJOR BETTINGER and the trapped foroe were 
rescued from aluost oerta:l.n annihilation. 

13 August = FIRST LIEUTENANT WHITNEY I. YOUNG, JR., 0532)085. 48th 
Assault Helioopter Company, was awarded the D1stingulshed Flying 
Cross for extracting an LRB.P Team near DONG THE. Without the aid 
of any gunships, LIEUTENANT YOUNG flew right thl'ough the enemy flre 
to the site of the trapped team. calmly holding the ship on 'Ghe 
ground until the t"'llJll had boarded. He then flew through still more 
hostile fire to safety. 

'14 August _ CAPTAIN LOUIS T. COX JR., 04031385. and WARRANT OFFICER 
RICHARD P. TAYl,OR, 48th Assault Helioopter Company. were awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for exfil'!;l'ating an LRRP Teem neal' 
MY CANH. Because of the nature of the tel'rain, only two men at Iii. 

time could be lifted out. These pilots made three trips into a 
diffioult pi(}kup zon<!, under enemy fire to effect this resoue. 

: , 

17 Aguust - WARRANT OFl"ICER STERLING J. ESSENMACHER, W315J045, 
28lst Assault Hel~.copter Company, was awal'ded the Distlngllif3h<.":d 
Flying Cl'OSS foll.' making an l>JllPnmitlb:fu:'re;;,'supply'!.into',a V1(,tn~\JnoBo I 

foroe that was under heavy siege. Although under :l.nten:~e fil'O, ho I 

de11 vered the pre!clotls am,mlmi t:ton, 



1.8 August - MAJOR C.ARL R, JONES, 02266308, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 
DOMINICK L. GUCGOINE. W3150624, 48·th Assault Helic,opter Company, 
were awarded th,,,' Distinguished Flying Cross for providin.g cover 
for a rescue helioopter that was attempting to resoue an LRRP Team 
near TUY HOA, The UH-1.D pioku.p ship was flown by CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER THOMAS n, RAUl,SON. WJ15J.09I.c. who was 6.1130 a.warded the 
D:l.stinguished Flying CrOSi] for h:l.s heX'oj.sm. While his ship approach­
ed the landing site wj.th tts machlne guns blazing, the gunship 
poured a steady blu'rage of fire on the enemy pos1tions, paving the 
way for the sUClcesfJful reSml(~ of the patrol, 

19 August - CAPTAIN PAUL R. T.ALUMIERE .TR •• 054'()5855. and CHIEF 
WARRANT OFFICER ARCHIE A. HARRELL, W]150783. Lf8th Assault Hel1~ 
copter Company. were l'Cloomme!'l.ded for the awax'd of t;he Diat1ngui8hed 
Flying Cross for I'esrmi;Jg an I.RHF Team. that had been ambushed near 
DONG THE. By flying through heaV1J ll.utomaUo weapons fire, and direot­
ing their mach:!.ne gun fire at the> I!lnemy posl t:l ous, these brave. 
pilots made a de,ring reSCCle of the pa.trol, 

19 August = CAPTAIN JAMES A. WARREN, OFI03066, WARRANT OFFICER 
DANIEL A. SULA.."l'DER. and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM G. FOX, 
RAl6798760. were reC)Olrull6ndO!ld for the award of the Dlstlngu:l.shed. 

. Flying Cross for Il>xfiltre,ting an IJ1.RP Team ill PHOUC LONG Province. 
By skillfully low leveH.ng into the area, and bringing heavy fire 
on the ene1l1Y posi t10nl1, the r<!'>soue was oomplet;ed, 

20 August - CAPTAIN JAMES I, .iCDOWELL, 090269, and CAPTAIN LAWR.ENCE 
E. PRAVECEK. 05.51lj.299. 1+8th Assault; He.lioopter Company. were e.'i·arded 
the Dis't;lngui!3hed Flying C)~osa for re:1l:fi1tra,t:!.l1.g a re()onm~j.!)sa,noe 
team from the jIE'l.g1.l\'I !'l.ee,r DONG TRE. Although undex' n.Te from a 
foroe that hb'\G. Ie,:!." in mllbul'll'l, they took the I!'!nemy force Hnd~,x' fire 
and 8uoo('>s8full;V' rt\i3r)u~d th.; t<\am. 

21 August = On this day, thY:e<:> gunshi.pz end thre" un,,1rmed ships 
from th8 281st AB~te:1.1.1t Hf.ll:l.oopter Compemy were 08111ed to extraot 
a reconnaissl.mce patrol nee,!' PHOVC lGONG Provinoe. These c:('e~w '1,e:ce 
c',mposed of the follow:l.ng men: CAPTAIN THOMAS p, BUCKLEY, 05320552. 
WARRANT OFFIClm RONAW O. GADDIS, W:,n.52955. SERGEANT WILLIAl-l C. 
CA..'1TER, RAl!}8]209J. PRIVATE FIRS'I' CLASS I,.l!JNRENCE WILLIAMS ,JR •• 
RA 18723297. MAJOR CURTIS GARRETT, 01890237. MAJOR REINO O. OKSA. 
0'(1850. SPECIALIST FOUR'rH CLASS BENNIE J. GOINS, RA 14909098, 
PRIVATE FIRST CUSS HI CHARD T, COOPER. fiA 56.~o4·o6~,. CAPTAIN GENE 
THOMAS STOC,'KWELL. 0.5320239. WlillHA,lIjT OFFICER DANIEL A. SUl,.IINDER, 
WJl52892. SPECIALIS1' FIF'I'H CLASS HERSHEL CROSBY, RA 14882153. 
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS JOSEPH L. TURNER, HA 19806896, CAP'r.AIN 
LYNN F. COLEMAN. 08)692. F'IRST LIEUTENANT FRED B. PHILLIPS JR., 
05710'(14, SERGEAWl' JMIES W. GOFF, RA 1)820.564, SPECIALIST FIFTH 
CLASS FARRYI, H. DAVIS. RA 1'16'1'9187. C.APTAIN JAMES G. GOOD, 05309067. 



FIRST LIEUTENANT JOHN ,1. HYATT. 0,5416591. SPECIl'.LIST FOURTH 
CLASS ROBERT J. LONG, RA. 19780623. PFC lHLLJIAM S. PERREN, RA 
14874918, and WARRANT OFFICER RONALD G. P~LASC.AK. WJ15Z'7I~6. 
WARRANT OFFICER GARY D. QUCONNER, W::ll.5::!91S" SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS RONNIE B. LYNCH, US 53385;;;94, SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS 
RONALD R. SCHWARTZ, US 526J.8)17. As the flight neared the p.1ck= 
u.p zone. it came und!!Jr murdtlrous enemy fll."tl. ~:'hlO six sh1.ps 
poured lin enorlllOUS volume of !!lulCde:r.'ous fire on the enemy. but 
their res1.si;ance was still atrl'mg. A,s the first rescue <~hip went 
into the pickup zone :l.t reoeiVl!ld hea.vy f.1re ~nd WiU'l ~ihot down. 
As the gunships oontinued, to dl'!lliver tnl!Jl\.r dtJadJ.y suppress:l:ve 
fire. the two remaining slicks managed to lat1.d and pick up both 
the patrol and the orew of the downed heUcopter. All twenty 
four men were x'ecom.ml!Jnded for the ~wa:r{1 of till!) Dlstinqu:lshed 
Flying Cross. 

21 August = MAJOR AINERADO F. KYSAR JR" 08)656, and CAPT.AIN 
IVAN G. SWIFT, 02297583. Headqu,!n't;>;'lrs and He<ldquarters Company, 
10th Combat Aviation Ba,ttal:'l,ol1 H~nd Jt8t:h As~~ault HeUcopter Com~ 
pe.ny respeotively were Blwl!l.:t'ded t;he Disiangu1shlOld Fl-ylngC)['oss 
for making an emergency medical eVllIr,uad;ll.on :tl:'ar TOY HOA. An.other 
ship that had attempted the p:l.c;kup had be,en damag,e.d by intt'JnsO!! 
fire and had to abandon the mission. 

2 September = CAPTAIN GEORGE E. DAY. 08'1081. Il!nd FIRST LIEUrENANT 
WHITNEY L. YOUNG, 0532)08). 48th Assil>ult Hel:l.,ClopttJl' Company, ~l'ere 
recommended for the aWlllrd 'Of th~) Dist::1ngu.:tsh~d Flying C:l."O~H! for 
extracting a reoonna.i.sse.noe team that had be~n su!'rouno,ed by a 
superior enemy foroe. Defying intem~e em.e:my fire. the t"lw effected 
a da.ring rescue of the six m,!Ul team. 

4 September - CAPTAIN WILl.IAM J. BJiENDlU., 0849,58. "'I.ud FIRST 1.1EU­
TENANT GENE T. STOCKWElL, (5)20239. 2811:1t AEtSault Helicopt;er 
Company. were l~ecom.mended foll.' the award of t;he Dl\.s:tinguished FJying 
Cross for flying individual UH=lD 1;,eHoopttlrs imrolved in an ex= 
traotion of e Speoial FOl'ces I.RHP ~r''''ilI:ru., Defyl\.ng heavy enl!lmy Ll.re. 
the two ships suoceeded in m:8l!i::!.ng th,tJ re,scue. 

12 September = The fo11owi,ng fUlu' l'iIembtl!'s of the 4,8th Assault 
Helicopter COmpii'll;!f Wel"I/J ,NcCJIl1il!~nd.e'd j"c(r the Il!w~rd of the D11l'l;ln­
guished Flying C:r.oss for :x:'<!Jstm.tng li\ It'tH~Ol1.nIll~,s\Z<&nce .. lement that 
was surrounded b~· a supeI'l\.or Vi.,t Gong f'oltce ne:ar TUY l:WA. MAJOR 
JOEL J. WILLIAMS, 06'?532. M1l30H ROBERT I,. YOUNG. 0'(721103. SPECIALIST 
FOURTH CL.ABS DON ;r. KOHL. RA 19849613. and SPECULIST FOURTH CLASS 
ROBERT VI. KUNE. RA 16335220. After 8J;rp:tQaohl\.ng the Iltl;'ea through a 
rainy and over,)ast night, th~ a:iLrc:caf'(; was In!!"':; by Ii! hlll:!.l of bullets 
as it approaohed the piokup ;:;,:.rl~, Wl\.th till'! or~w ohief and gunner 
pouring dev&,statlng f:!.r~ on t~h~J .n1.<'fJl.1Y pos',tic:ns. the two p:!.lot;s ex= 
ecuted the r!'Jscue without lnju,:':l~)fl UI" dlllilag!'J t;1j the heli(~optO!ir. 

----.----~-,,----------



].'7 September ~ FIRST LIEUTENANT STEVEN B. DODGE, 0501)874, and FIRST LIEUTENANT THOMAS M. WA.LJ,ACE, 05711218, 129th Assault Heli­copter Company. were recommended for the award of the Dis·i;inguished Flying Cross for resc~ing ft "H.AWK" team that had recently been inserted near TUY AN. The pilots had to navigate through overcast weather using a combination of' time, distance and heading. The two pilots exeou·!;ed a perfect approaoh to a small landing zone in the Viet Cong infested area and completed the rescue. 

28 September - CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON. OFI00878. and CAPTAIN BRUCE J. DUBOV, 095011, 117th Assault Helioopter Company, were awarded the Dlst;inguished Flying Cross for making a night emer·, geney extraotion of a reCOlma:!.,ssanee patrol near TUY AN. The patrol was being pursued by a supe:r1.or Viet Cong force, Although the sky was filled with trae.ers, they made their approanh to a penlight in the small landing ~;ol1e. touched one skid to the ground, rapidly loaded the patrol abner'd, and flew them to safety, 
7 October - CAPTAIN H.lilRY T, WHETZEL, 0:2293801, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER ROBERT F. CHAMBERrAIN~ W3152J95, SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS ROBERT W. GILUAM. RA 19796.59!.!-, and PRIVATE FIRST CI,ASS JOHNNY L. NEAL, US 55812782, 129th Assault Helicopter Company. were post~ humously awarded the DlstinguiDhed Flying Cross for their ac.tions in supporting a Vietnamese company during a mission to seoure a train near DONG BA THIN. Wh...,:n the train oame under attack by an es­timated platoon of Viet Cong, the brave crew immediately responded. Upon completl.ng a straf l.ng run, the airoraft was suddenly hit by intense ground fire, and c):'s,Ghed, killing all ocoupants. 
20 October - CAPTAIN STEVEN B. DODGE, 050138'14, and WARRANT OFFICER CARL DOHERTY JR •• WJ152947, 129th Assault Hel1oopt;er Company. were reoommended for the award of 'the Distingutahed Flying Cross for extracting an LRRP Team near DONG THE. As they approaohed the site of the insertion, they were met by intense enemy fire. At thls moment, iii gunship piloted by WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM L. SMITH, W3153960, oame on the scene, He p1ac.ed his shj.p betwi!len the UH-ID and the enemy positions so as to proteot the rescue ship. As both ships approached th,", p1.okup zone, the gunshlop wa.s able to loose a devastating stream of flore em the enemy posl-VI.ons. allowing the pickup to take plaoe, WAB.RAt"T OFFICER SMITH was alBo recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flylng Cross. 

8 November ~ CAPTAIN CHARLES S. SIMERLY, OFI09296, WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD J. MEYER, W315421B, SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS MERLE W. ~m!~S, RA 13832086, and S'rAFF SERGEAWr SIDNEY M. CHA.TMAN, RA 1'1548300, 129th Assault Helic,opter Company, were reClolJllllended for the award of the Distinguished. FlY'ing C1'08S fo:c extracting a beleaguered. seven man LRRP Team near DONG THE. Although under an intense volume of fire while loadlng 1;he wound.ed, the orew aCl1urately returned the fire smd picked up the patrol and flew them to safety. 



.' 

11 November - CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON, OFl00878, was post­
umously awarded the Silver Star, and WARRP~T OFFICER TERRENCE M. 
ROONEY, W)152825, SERGEANTNAYNARD J. HUMES, RA 167271'70, and 
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LOREN S. REEVES, US 558)8)1), 117th Assault 
Helioopter Company, were all posthumously awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for orewing an armed UH-lB helioopter providing gun 
oover for a oombat mission near PLEI DJERENG. DUring the battle, 
this fearless crew volunteered to fly a direo'b assault on a well 
entrenched heavy maohine gun position. As they attaoked the POS:l t:!.on, 
thl!lY rl!loeived numerous hits, and although CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON 
attempted to land the aircraft in a small clearing. it crashed in 
the jungle, killing the entire crew. 

11 November - WARRANT OFFICER FLETCHER S. STITZLE, W1353072, was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for flying in pursul'b of' 
two enemy soldiers fleeing a battle area near TUY HOA. Although 
the target of automatic weapons fire, WARRANT OFFICER STITZLE 
landed his aircraft while his passengers initiated a search for a 
suspected Viet Cong hideout. 

30 November - FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWEN S. BRAGUE. 05623617. l29th 
Assault Helicopter Company. was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for simulating an extraction of a reconnaissance eleml!lnt 
to enable the patrol to regain its' clandestine status. 1tlhen he 
arrived over the patrol's location, he immediately began draWing 
enemy fire. After skillfully deceiving the enemy and pre'bending 
to load the patrol, he called in artillery n.re on the enemy 
position and remained in the area until it had been destroyed, 

2 December - WARRANT OFFICER DANIEL A. SUI,ANDER, W3l52892, WARRANT 
OFFICER DONALDD. HARRISON, Wl354l75. SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LEE 
J. BOUDREAUX, JR., and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAN T. BODZICK, 
US 55826395, 28lst Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended 
for the posthumous award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for ex­
traction of a Special Forces team that was under heavy fire. Al­
though no gunship cover was available, the brave crew,initiated 
their approach through the intense enemy fire, As the helicopter 
attempted to depart the area with the patrol aboard, it received 
numerous hits. Although the pilots bravely tried to control the 
crippled aircraft, it crashed, killing the entire crew. 

23 December - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR., 066246, Headquarters and 
HeadqUarters Company, 10th Combat AViation Battalion, was awarded 
the DistingUished Flying Cross and MAJOR ALVERADO F. KYSAR JR.., 
083656, also of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, was re­
commended for the same honor for supporting a major combat as saul'(; 
near POLEl KLENG. As a flight of helicopters departed one of the 
piclrup zones, one of the ships lost power and crashed. MAJOR ROPER 
and MAJOR KYSAR were immediately on the scene, calling rescue ships 
to the area and directing friendly fire on known enemy positions. 
Their poise and bravery allowed the crew of the fallen helicol,tel' 
to be successfully rescued and flown to safety. 

V-l5 
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23 December ~ IUJOB HERSCHELL B. STEPHENS, 02269631, 117th Assault 
He1100pter C~~ WaS awarded the D1st1ngu1shed Flying Cross for 
tlying a W .. 1D1R searoh of a C.130 transport that had orashed 
near Tt11' HOA,Mt.,r looat1ng the downed sh1p;' MAJOR STEPHENS,' 
althoush wo~!4 ln 1Ihe foot,' bravel,7 oont1nued the miss10n until 
he was SUN '1tl\e,..." ",ere no surv1 vors • 

. "'," .,:', " . 

23 DecembeJ' .'A'RANT OFFICER MIcHAEL R. SMITH, W3153959. 129th 
Assault Hel~oop~r Company, was recommended for the Dist1ngu1shed 
FlyingCro8.,tOjl~lGuing the orew of a ship that had orashed near 
KONTUM. ' .u~~ be had to l,tera1lT ohop bis way through the 
heavy 3~1.CM'P7 with his rotor blades to get to h1s stricken 
oomrades, ~"IO~qeouslT and skilltu1lT etteoted the resoue of the 
entire orew, ' , " ',' 

27 Deoember :t-l.U~EN.ANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HAlUllSON, 065760, !', 
Comlil$D\\1ng Ott1 •• r. 10th Combat Aviat10n BattBl1on~' was reoommended 
for the awardotthe D1stingu1shed FlT1ng Cross for act10ns dur1ng 
the largest nisht, ~ombat BJiiltlult ever attempted 1n the Republio of 
Vietnam.'LIQ$ANT COLONEL HAlUlISON braved heavy enemy f1re as he 
unhes1ta"'1~:J.l'1,.dthe flight through the darkness.' H1s nav1gat1on 
was perf~,o1;,as a~l land1ng zones were assaulted preo1sely on 
sohedule.~ de,SP1te the severe turbulenoe and gusty w1nds 1n the 
preo1pitous" 3Ung1e oovered mounta1ns.' 
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