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HEBALDRY 

DESCRIPTION OF UNIT CREST 

ThEl "Soldiers of The Sky" crest approved by the Institute of 

Heraldry, United States Army, and authorized for wear by members 

of this unit, consists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia 

It inches in height. The components are a blue annulet surmounted 

by a pa'.r of gold wings with a black bolt barbed and flighted with 

gold. Beneath the basic 1ns1gnia and crossing over the bolt is a 

gold scroll inscr1bed "Soldiers of The Sky" in black letters. 

SYMBOLISM 

The wings represent the aviation funotion of the battalion. 

The bolt, also referred to as a "quarrel" is an arrow used with 

the crossbow and represents the military personnel transported by 

the battalion. The annulet, symbol of fidelity, refers to faith­

fulness to duty. The bolt and annulet also suggest the characters 

one and zero which corresponds to the battalion's numerical des1g­

nation. 
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FOREWOBD 

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion with its base oamp at Dong 

Ba Thin. adjaoent to Cam Ranh Bay. is the only aviation battalion 

in the Republio of Vietnam with a oompletely mobile field head­

quarters and forward operating base. This battalion is unique in 

its oapability to displace to any required looation in the republio 

with its assigned helioopter oompanies to undertake oombat operations 

within twenty tour hours after reoeipt of an alert order. While the 

battalion has been oontinuously oommitted to the oommand and oontrol 

of massed aviation assets in support of the Free World Military 

Assistanoe Foroes in the Republio of Vietnam. it has oonourrently 

seoured and developed an effioient military post. serving over 3.500 

personnel, from a densely vegetated tropioal swamp. The signifioant 

aooomplishments and unique oapabilities of the lOth Combat AViation 

Battalion have earned for it the niokname "Vagabonds of Vietnam" on 

battlefields from the sandy beaches of ~ Hoa to the mountainous 

jungles of Kontum. The history of the battalion is more than the 

ohronology of a oombat support un1t. 1t 1s rather an integral part 

of the development of the Free World effort in the oentral seotor 

of the Republio of V1etnam. 

1v 
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CHAPTER I 

FORMATION 
23 August 1963 G 31 December 1965 

On 23 August 1965. the Headquarters and Headquarters Company. 

10th Aviation Battalion was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia by 

General Order Number 258. Headquarters, Third U.S. Army. The 

first task facing the new unit was the reception and processing 

of personnel and equipment in preparation for the long journey to 

the Republic of Vietnam. Under the supervision of the 10th Aviation 

Group, the unit experienced little difficulty reaching deployable 

status by 8 October 1965. The major questions remaining to be an­

swered as the Headquarters and Headquarters Company departed Fort 

Benning on the morning of 9 Ootober were the prooedures and. the 

teohniques that the unit would utilize to perform its control 

funotion in combat operations. 

The officers and men travelled by bus to Musoogee County 

Airport and thenoe by oommercial airoraft to Oakland Army Terminal. 

There was no time wasted on the move and late on the evening of 9 

Ootober, the main elements of Headquarters and Headquarters Company 

were bound for the Far East aboard the MaTS MoGraw. 

On 15 October 1965. a small advanoe party for the battalion 

arrived at Ton Son Nhut Air Base to determine the destination and 

assignment of the unit. The advance party was briefed at Head­

quarters, USARV and were notified that the lOth Aviation Battalion 

was assigned t() the 12th Aviation Group under the operational con-

I-l 



trol of I Field Forces Vle'j;:naJll. The looation selected for sta­

tioning the new Ul.'!i twas Dor.g Ba Thin, a small strip of land on 

the '\17s:,ri;ern shore of Ca1ll. Ranh Be,y. 

Ca1ll. Rmnl'l Ba,y is one of the :t'inest natural harbors in the 

Orient. Until the easte:,(,l!. pen,in,aula had. been selected for develop­

ment into a majol" ~:l.rfield. ""nd logistical base by US Fo:t'ces. the 

bay was used only by the local fishing fleet. When the advance 

party e.:rrlveC1. on 17 Ootober. they found the mainland side of the 

bay had been lmp~ovad only to the extent that a small dirt aira 

strip &1d a Speoial Forces Deta~~ment, Team ~Sl. were preoariously 

perched on the only dry gro~d in the vicinity. The party was 

greeted by ~~e 117th Aviation Company (AML), which had estab11shed 

a temporary bivouac along the per1phery of the airstr1p, and by the 

advance party of the 129th Aviation Compa.'1Y (AML) wh10h was enroute 

from Fort Camp be 11. Ken t"!ll~ky • 

Bailloally, the DO!l..g Be Thin area was a swamp w1 th dense jungle 

vegetation 1nunda'ced by the heavy rains of the Northeast Monsoon 

seacon. The advanoe party performed in1t1al site selection and 

started a clearing o;;Jel'ation ,1:n an effort to permit further improve­

ment of the f.lrea. 

At 1000 hO,lTS on 28 Oo'cobe:::- 1965. the MSTS McGraw docked at 

Cam R~1h Bay and by 1500 hours '(;~le main body of the lOth Aviat10n 

Battalion had cl()&:0<i ",t Dong Be ~ehin. '1'11e tot;al movement time had 

been 18 da.,ys. I'h'3 ~.QY/l 13'.2·'-·lYGi.l~ W8r8 greeted by Me,jor Constance of 

the 117th Aviat:1.o,'l (;OL!pa:.0,Y. Najo!' Wiggins of the 129'l;h Aviation 

Company. the ";)s,1;l;al:l.o::1. ,\d'~'a;,,0e ;:J8,:rty a.nd torr,entlal rains. 

I~2 
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The constl~ction of. a suitable base camp demanded the efforts 

of all perso~el to accomplish the cleeril1g and the filling with 

sand to raise the area above the seasonal water level. As the fill 

was completed. concl'eta pads ware poured for latrines. showers. 

offices and living qUal'ters. 

The third unit to join the 10th AviaUon Battalion was the 48th 

Aviation Company (AML). which ~rrived at Phan Rang. approximately 25 

mlles sou.th of Dong Ba Th'.r.l. on 26 November 1965. The tasks facing 

thls company were similar to those at Dong Ba T'tlln and the numerous 

clearlng and constl"1.~ctlon projects "l'lere aocompllshed through the 

conoentrated effort of all p'ersol~nel. As soon as mlnlmum acceptable 

operating and billetlng areas were secured, the attention of the en_ 

tlre battallon was focused on processing of equipment. advanced 

tralnlng and In-colmtry orientation for air crews to achieve oper­

ational readiness in the shol'tes';; possible ·t;ime. 

The l17th Aviation ComprulY was operational upon arrival at Dong 

Ba Thln, see Chapter III, 0::1 28 September 1965. The lOth Aviation 

Battalion and the 129t!1 .4.viatlo:1 Company became operational on 1.5 

December 1965 following t'.1e cOr;lpletton of training exerclses con_ 

ducted in the Dong Be. Thin area. On 25 December 1965. the 145th 

Airlift Platoon ~ras assigned. to the 10th Aviation Battalion wi'th 

home station at NIH, 1'1.'ang, IN.N. This platoon ~,p..s assigned the missiel 

to provide helicopter rmppor-c 1;',:.1(J. t:cansporta:tj.on for Headquarters. 

I Field FoZ'ces Viet,w.Y£!., 
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On 31 December 1965. the 48th Aviation Company beoame 
operationally :ready to join i 'cs sister units which were already 
supporting combat opera.t.lcns in the bitterly oontested Tuy Hoa 
Valley. As the yea:~ draw 1.:0 a close. the lOth Aviation Battalion 
was composed of the fvl1uwil1g units: 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company 

48th Aviation Company (AML) 
286'ch MedJ.cE<.l D'~ta':)hment 
279th Signal Detachment (Avionics) 
J90th Tl'allSp~)rte;:;il)n Detaohment (CHFM) 

l17th Aviation Company (AML) 
l)Oth Medi~al. De·~achment 
256th S:tgnal Dtltaohment (Avionics) 
140th Tra.n:;llcortatlon Detachment (CHFM) 

129th Aviation Company (AML) 
4J3rd Medical Deta~hment 
296th Signal Detaohment (Avionics) 
394th Tra~sporta'cion Detachment (CHFM) 

l45th Airlift Platoon 

10th Aviation BattaJ.1on • 

UNIT C0I1MANDERS 
3'f DElcembe:r 1965 

• • • • • LTC GREGORY T, OLNEY 
Headquarters Comu:andant • • • . • • CPT WALTER KUEHN. JR. 
48th Aviation Compa~y • • • • MAJ CHARLES H. DRUMMOND 

117th Aviation Company • • • MAJ HARBIN A. CONSTANCE 

129th Aviation Crnnp&D.y • · • MAJ LEON H. WIGGINS 

l45th Airlift Ple.~-;cj('r: MAJ KEVIN E. MURPHY 

. ________ . ____ -r-'-_ 
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CHAPTER 'II 

DEVELOPMENT 
1 January 1966 - 31 Deoember 1966 

The expansion of Army Aviation oommitments 1n the Repub110 of 

Vietnam was aooompanied by several ohanges to the oommand relation­

ship and struoture of the 10th Aviation Battalion dur1ng oalendar 

year 1966. On 26 J&1uary 1966, the'signal detaohment previously 

assigned to each of the three helioopter oompanies was attaohed to 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, lOth Aviation Batta110n. 

This ohange was undertaken to alleviate the problems oreated by 

shortages of qualified teohn1oians, repa1r parts, ~~d TO&E equ1pment -

in eaoh detaohment. Through oonso11dat1on of administrative and 

teohnioal supply funotions a oons1derable savings of manpower was 

realized, and under the operat10nal oontrol of the Batta110n S1~nal 

Offioer, individually ta1lored repair teams were deployed to pro­

vide on-site avionios support at field looations. The advantages of 

this task organization to support the widely dispersed units of the 

battalion oontinued to be evident as the balanoe of personnel and 

equipment were reoe1ved, and the oonso11dated avionios teams are 

still employed. 

Begim1ing on 1 February 1966, a series of oi1a!.1ges took plaoe 

in the struoture and funotion of the 145th Airlift Platoon at ~~A 

TRANG. The 10th Aviation Batta110n reoeived the assignment of the 

2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company per General Orders Number 4, 

Headquarters, 12th AViation Group, dated 25 January 1966. ~his 

II-I 
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platoon was organized with two seotions. the first composed of the 

assets of the l4Sth Airlift Platoon and the second was oomposed of 

an airlift platoon formerly attached to the 14Sth Aviation Battalion 

stationed at BIEN HOA. RVN. By the end of Maroh all of the assets 

of the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company were stationed at NHA 

TRANG and under operational oontrol of 5th Special Forces Group (ABN) 

The lOth Aviation Battalion was released from 12th Aviation 

Group and assigned to 17th Aviation Group on 1 March 1966 per General 

Order Number 10Sl, Headquarters, U.S. Army Vietnam, dated 15 February 

1966. This action reduced the distanoe to next hignerheadquarters 

from 170 nautical miles to lS nautioal miles (NHA TRANG versus 

SAIGON), whioh materially improved the responsiveness of oommand and 

administrative aotions. 

Base development had progressed sUffioiently at DONG BA THIN 

during early 1966 to permit the stationing of fixed wing aviation 

oompanies. On 10 Maroh 1966; the lJ5th AViation Company (FWLT) 

arrived from Fort Benning. Georgia and was assigned to the lOth 

Aviation Battalion under operational oontrol of Headquarters. I 

Field Forces, Vietnam. 

On 14 Maroh 1966 oommand of the lOth Aviation Battalion passed 

fro~ LTC GREGORY T. OLNEY to LTC ALBERT J. FERN. The ceremony took 

plaoe at DONG BA THIN and was attended by MAJOR GENERAL STANLEY R. 

LARSEN, CG I Field Forces Vietnam; COLONEL GERALD M. SHEA, CO 17th 

Aviation Group; COLONEL RAYMOND G. JONES, CO 12th Aviation Group; 

and COLONEL C.A. DEASON, CO Nha Trang Support Command. 

II-2 



On 9 June 1966, the 281st Aviation Company with its 483rd 

Transportation Detachment and 499th Signal Detachment debarked 

from the USNS \~ .H. GORDON at NHA TRANG. This company had been 

activated at Fort Benning with the headquarters and support 

elements of an airmobile company, less the flight platoons. The 

assets and mission of the 2nd Platoon, l7lst Aviation Company 

were assigned to the 28lst Aviation Company and, upon receipt 

of eight additional aircraft in July, this unit attained the 

same structure as the othe~ three light helicopter oompanies of 

the 10th Aviation Battalion. The 28lst Aviation Company was 

assigned to the battalion in accordance with General Order Nu~ 

ber 27, Headquarters, 17th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966 

and under operational control of the 5th Special Forces Group it 

support reconnaissance and long range patrol activities through­

out the Republic of Vietnam. 

The l83rd Aviation Company (Reconnaissance Airplane) was sta­

tioned at DONG BA THIN in late June, and assigned to the-battalion 

per General Order Number 27. Headquarters 17th Aviation Group, 

dated 14 July 1966. vl1th the additionof this unit, the ranks of 

the 10th Aviation Battalion had swollen to encompass six aviation 

companies engaged in almost every facet of combat and combat 

support activity in the II Corps Tactical Zone. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL B. L. HARRISON assumed command of the loth 

Aviation Battalion during ceremonies conducted at DONG BA THIN on 

12 July 1966. The distinguished guests included BRIGADIE~ GENERAL 

GEORGE P. SENEFF. CG 1st .''11ation Brigade, who presented LTC ALBERT 

II-3 
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J. FERN the Legion of Merit for sel~ioes performed in the Republio 

of Vietnam. During late July, the designation of the unit was 

offioially ohanged to lOth Combat Aviation Battalion and eaoh of 

its numbered airmobile oompanies was redesignated Assault Helicopter 

Company. These new titles more aocurately portrayed the role and 

funotions of the battalion in support of Free World objeotives. 

On 4 September 1966. the l35th Aviation Company and the 183rd 

Aviation Company were assigned to the newly aotivated 223rd Combat 

Support Aviation Battalion. however. these un1ts remained stationed 

at DONG BA THIN. Also during the month of September. the battalion 

provided temporary stationIng. orientation briefings" and flight 

standardization training for the newly arrived aviators of the 4th 

Infantry Div1sion. 

The advanoe party of the 180th Assault Support Helioopter 

Company arrived at DONG BA THIN on 12 October 1966 and was followed 

one week later by the main body whioh 'travelled by military airoraft. 

The new un1t was provided billet1ng and maintenanoe areas at DONG BA 

THIN and in.-country orientation training was superv1sed by the staff 

of the 10th Combat Av1ation Battalion. During late November. the CH~ 

47 he1100pters were prooessed through the f1eld maintenance faoility 

at VUNG TAU and ferr1ed to DONG BA THIN where add1t10nal unit tra1n­

ing was oonduoted. ~ne 180th Assault Helicopter Company became oper. 

at10nal on 1 December 1966 p..nd was attached to the battalIon per VOC' 

l'7th Combat Av1ation Group. 

As calendar year 1966 came to a close. the lOth Combat Aviation 



Batta110n was composed of the follow1ng un1ts: 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company 
279th S1gnal Detachment 
256th S1gnal Detachment 
296th S1gnal Detachment 
238th Counter-Mortar Radar Detachment 
Pathf1nder Detachment 

48th Assault He11copter Company 
286th Med1cal Detachment 
390th Transportat1on Detachment 

l17th Assault He11copter Company 
l30th Med1cal Detachment 
l40th Transportation Detachment 

l29th Assault Helicopter Company 
433rd Med1cal Detachment 
394th Transportat1on Detachment 

28lst Assault He11copter Company 
483rd Transportat1on Detachment 
499th S1gnal Detachment 

l80th Assault Support He11copter Company 
403rd Transportat1on Detachment 

lOth Combat Av1at1on Battalion • • • Q. • LTC B. L. HARRISON 

Headquarters Commandant • • • • • • • • MAT CLANCEY J. FAUCHEUX 

48th Assault He11copter Company • • • • MAJ JOEL L. WILLIAMS 

l17th Assault He11copter Company • • • • MAJ KENNETH L. KETZLER 

• MAJ RONALD H. MERRITT l29th Assault He11copter Company • 

281st Assault He11copter Company • 

• • 

• • • MAJ WILLIAM P. GRIFFIN 

l80th Assault Support Helicopter Company LTC THOMAS F. PERKINS 

Ii 
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CHAPTER III 

UNITS OF THE 
10TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION 

48TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

The 48th Aviation Comp~~ (Airmobile Light) was activated on 

5 July 1965 at Fort Benning. Georgia in accordance with General 

Order Number 200, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army. dated 12 July 1965. 

The company then was attached to the 10th Aviation Group. Activated 

and attaohed to the 48th Aviation Company were the J90th Transpor­

tation Detachment (CHFM)t the 286th Medical Detaohment; and the 279th 

Signal Detaohment (Radio Repair Avionios). From 5 July to 4 November 

1965. the company received personnel and accomplished individual and 

unit training in preparation for overseas movement. On 4 November, 

the unit departed Fort Benning enroute to Vietnam. The main body 

olosed at PHAN RANG. RVN on 26 November 1965 and was assigned that 

date to the 10th Aviation Battalion in accordance with General Order 

Number 13. Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group. dated 11 December 1965. 

The company established its base camp at FHAN RANG. conducted orien­

tation training and processed organizational equipment rapidly. The 

unit was declared operational on 31 December 1965. only 35 days after 

arrival in Vietnam. 

LIFT SHIPS. 

GUNSHIPS •• 

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • BLUE STAR 

• • • • • • • • • • • •• JOKERS 
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.£QMMANDERS 

• MMOR CHARLES H. DRUMMOND 

MAJOR HARRY MCK. ROPER, JR. 

MAJOR JOEL L. WILLIAMS 

-~----- --~~---.--

5 July 1966 - 4 April 1966 

4 April 1966 - 25 September 1966 

25 September 1966 - 31 Deoember 1966 
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llZTH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

The l17th Aviation Company was activated at ~UI NHON. RVN on 

25 June 1963, in accordance with General Order Number 236, Head­

quarters, USARPAC. dated 14 June 1963. It was assigned to the U.S. 

Army Support Group. South V1etnam. The source of the personnel and 

the equipment assigned to the l17th Aviation Company was the 8th 

Transportation Company (Light Helicopter) which was deactivated by 

the same general order. 

The 8th Transportation Company, a STRAC unit, was stationed at 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina until 7 November 1961. On that date the 

unit departed home station with fifteen H-21C "SHJNRBB" helicopters 

tor Stockton, California. The remaining personnel and equipment 

were moved by Military Air Transport Service to Alameda Naval Air 

Station. California, on 17 November 1961. The unit was augmented 

with five additional H~2l helicopters and then loaded on three sur­

face vessels; the USNS GORE; the USNS MoGRAW, and the freighter 

HAWAIIAN PILOT along with the aircraft of the 57th Transportation 

Company. They arrived in SAIGON on 20 December 1961 and two days 

later, the two units conduoted a joint training exercise to familiar­

ize Vietnamese soldiers with heliborne operations. The 8th Trans­

portation Company moved to QUI NHON, RVN on 10 January 1962 to 

provide helioopter support in the II Corps area. The unit remained 

at that location un-cil 28 September 1965. at whioh time it moved to 

DONG BA THIN for a.ssignment to the 10th Aviation Battalion. 

III-3 
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TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS 

LIFT SHIPS 

GUNSHIPS 

• • 

MAJOR HARBIN CONSTANCE 

MAJOR HARRY J. ZEIJ..MER 

MAJOR KENNETH L. KETZLER 

• • • • • • • • ••• BEACH BUM 

• • • • • • • • • • SIDEWINDER 

COMMANDERS 

28 september 1965 - 1 March 1966 

1 March 1966 - 25 October 1966 

25 .9otob.r 1966 ... 31 Deoember 1966 
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129TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

The 129th Aviation Company (A1~moblle Light) was aotivated on 

5 July 1965 at Fort Campbell. Kentuoky in aooordanoe with General 

Order Number 200, Headqu~rters, Third U.S. Army, dated 12 July 1965. 

Conourrently, the J94th Transportation Detaohment; the 296th Signal 

Detaohmentl,and the 4JJrd Medioal Detaohment were aotivated and 

attaohed to the 129th Aviation Company. From the date of aotivation 

until JO September 1965. the aotivities of the 129th Aviation Company 

inoluded reoeption of authorized personnel and equipment. and trainine 

in preparation for overseas deployment. On JO September 1965. the 

t~~it departed Fort Campbell. Kentucky and the main body arrived at 

DONG BA THIN. RVN on 21 October 1965. The 129th Aviation Company 

was assigned to the 10th AViation Battalion on 28 October 1965 in 

accordanoe with General Order Number 8. Headquarters, 12th Aviation 

Group. dated 11 November 1965. From 21 Ootober to Jl Deoember 1965. 

the oompany busily prepared to support Gombat operations and on 15 

December 1965 the l29th Aviation Company (AML) was deolared opera­

tional. 

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS 

LIFT SHIPS • • • • • • 0 0 0 • 0 • 0 • BULL DOG 

GUNSHIPS ••• • • • 0 • • COBRA 
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NAJOFl LEON Ho WIGGINS 

NA.JOR ROBERT D. STEA3NS 

DIA.JOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP 

HA.JOR RONALD H. NEl1RITT 

COMMA.'IDERS 

5 July 1965 = 2 January 1966 

2 January 1966 - 19 July 1966 

19 Ju1y 1966 - 26 Oc'l;obel~ 1966 

Ji Cotobel" 19:)6 - 31 December 1966 
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281st ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

The orlgin of the 281st Assault Hellcopter Company ln Vlet­

!mm began wlth the 145th Alrlift Platoon of the 145th Avlatlon 

Battallon whlch arrived ln thls theater durlng 1964, and was 

statloned at PHAN THIET, RVN, ln support of Speclal Fcrces oper­

atlons ln that area. The platoon moved to NHA TRANG and was 

asslgned to the 52nd Avlatlon Battallon on 6 January 1965 to pro­

vlde avlation support to Headquarters, I Field Forces, Vietnam. 

On 25 December 1965, the unit was assigned to the 10th Aviation 

Bettalion qy General Order Number 256. Headquarters, USARV, dated 

30 December 1965. In early February, the 145th Airlift Platoon 

and the 6th Aviation Platoon, 171st Aviation Company were combined 

into 2nd Platoon, 171st Avlation Company per qeneral Order Number 

4. Headquarters, 12th Avlation Group, dated 25 January 1966. The 

misslon of the 2nd Platoon. 171st Avlation Company was to provide 

hellcopter support as directed by 5th Special Foroes Group (ABN) 

with headquarters at NHA TRANG, RVN. The 281st Avlation Company 

(AML) was acti'l7ated by General Order Number 318, Headquarters. 

Third U.S. Army. dated 7 October 1965. This order activated the 

company headquarters I servioe platoon; 499th Slgnal Detachment; 

and the 483rd Transportation Detaohment for the. 281st Aviatlon 

Company (AML). The advance party of this unit arrived in Vletnam 

on 23 ~iay 1966, and the main body closed at NHA TRANG on I.} June 

1966. The company received the assets and assumed the misslon of 

the 2nd Platoon. 171st Aviation Company per General Order Number 

27. Headquarters, 1'7th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966. 
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TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS 

LU'T SHIPS 

GUN SHIPS 

NAJOR EVERDUS H. HACKETT 

NAJOR WILLIAM P. GRIFFIN 

NARDI GRAS 

WOLF PACK 

COMMANDERS _. 
'I October 1965 - 23 July 1966 

24 July 1966 - 31 Deoember 1966 

fROM 

i I 



leOTa ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

This unit was aotivated at Fort Benning. Georgia by General 

Order Number 99. Headquarters, Third U.S. Army. dated 16 March 

1966. The 'general order also activated the 40)rd Transportation 

Detachment which px-ovides the direct support aircraft maintenance 

for the :L80th Assault Support Helicopter Company,' The advance 

party of this unit arrived at DONG BA THIN. RVN on 12 October 

1966 followed by the main body on 19 October 1966, The aviators 

were given an 1n.-country orientation by the staff of the lOth 

Combat Aviation Battalion and were then placed on temporary duty 

with the 179th Assau.lt Support Helicopter Company and "CHINOOK" 

un1"l;s of the 1st Calvary Division for familiarization with oper­

ating prooedures and requirements in the Republio of Vietnam. 

The airoraft for this unit arriveq. at VUNG TAU, RVN by surfaoe 

vessel. were processed for issue and ferried to DONG BA THIN. The 

180th Assault Support Helioopter Company was deolared operational 

on 2 Deoember 1966 and deployed its flight platoons in support of 

oombat operations as directed by the 17th Combat Aviation Group. 

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS 

o II II II II 0 II II .00 • • 0 BIG WINDY 

• • • • • 1) (I II II • • • • • LITTLE WINDY 

-~----------~--------.-.-. --- --~-----



COMMA..T\jDERS 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL THOJ.lAS 1". PERKINS 16 March ;. 31 Deoember 1966 
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CHAPTER IV 

BATTALION OPERATIONS 
31 Deoember 1965-31 Deoember 1966 

OPERATION JEFFERSON 
31 Deoember 1965 - 17 January 1966 

The first oombat operation for the lOth Aviation Battalion 

was oonduoted in the vioinity of TUY HOA. approximately 65 miles 

north of DONG BA T~IN. along the ooast. From a\ forward operating 

base, the battalion supported a series of operations whioh had 

the objeotive of seouring the rioe harvest of the TUY HOA VALLEY 

and engaging eleme!l'cs of the 9S'ch NVA Reg1ment. Operat1on JEFFER­

SON was oonduoted by the 47th AR\'N Reg1ment and the 2nd ROK Mar1ne 

Br1gade to open Highway Number 1 south of TUY ROA and to blook the 

sea 1nf1ltration routes of the NVA in the VUNG RO BAY area. With 

the attaohment of HMN 363. USMC (10 CHa34's). the batta110n pro­

vided the av1ation support for the mult1anational foroe and learned 

many valuable lessons in oounterinsurgenoy warfare. Operation 

JEFFERSON terminated on 17 January 1966 w1th the follow1ng aviation 

stat1st1os: 

, -T----- -------"--

Hours Flown 

Combat Assaults 
Battalion Size, • 
Company Size • • G • 0 " 

T~toops Lifted, • • • • • • • 
Tons of Cargo Lifted • • • 
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1,115 

2 
1 

7.880 

519 
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OPERATION TYLER 
13 January 1966 - 20 January 1966 

Operation TYLER was a searoh and destroy operation conducted 

to the northeast of PHAN THIET b.Y the 2nd Battalion (ABN). 327th 

Infantry. The 10th Aviation Battalion provided a reinforced 

aviation oompany at SONG MAO. approximately 60 miles south of DONG 

BA THIN to support this unit of the 1st Brigade. 101st Airborne 

Division.' The aviation statistios for this brief operation are as 

follows: 

Hours Flown • • '. • • • •• 200 

Combat Assaults 
Company Size • 
Platoon Size • 

• • 
• • 

• • 0 • 

• • • • 

Troops Lifted • • • • • • • 

Tons of Cargo Lifted • • • 
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3 

1,100 

4 



.. ,_ .. -. 

OP~ION VAN BUREN 
18 January 1966 - 20 Febru&r,7 1966 

Operation VAN BUREN brought the 1st Brigade, lOlst Airborne 

Division to TUY ROA and marked the beginning of what was to prova 

to be a winning oombination of two fighting un1ts. During this 

period the 10th Aviation Battalion prov1ded general av1ation 

support to the "Soreaming Eagles" and the 2nd ROK MarinG Brigade. 

The requ1rements of these two units usually exoeeded the assets 

ot two helioopter oompanies, and all units of the batta110n were 

employed on this operation. At the termination of Operat10n VAN 

BUREN, 381 oasualt1es by body oount, had been 1nflioted on the 

95th NVA Regiment and more than 80% of the rioe orop had been 

harvested by the looal farmers. Th1s operation inflioted heavy 

casualties on the enemy, denied h1m valuable food supply, and 

stimulated the Vietnamese economy and morale in the TOY ROA VALLEY. 

Aviation statistics for the operation are as followsl 

Hours Flown • • • • • • • • 3.520 

Combat Assaults 
Battalion Size • • • 8 
Company Size • • • • • • 4 
Platoon Size • • • • • 24 

Troops Lifted • • • • 19,977 

Tons of Cargo L:l.fted • • • 1,271 

-----------------_ ....• _ ...• _._--



OPERATION HARRISON 
21 February 1966 - 24 March 1966 

The success of the operat1ons conducted 1n the TUY HOA 

VALLEY dur1ng January and February led to the expans10n of the 

tact1cal area of operat1ons 1nto the mounta1ns west of the valley. 

Operat1on HARRISON was. character1zed by extensive sweeping and 

patrolling operations through the dense jungles and precip1tous 

mountain terrain. The battalion and 1st Brigade, lOlst Airborne 

Division developed techniques for the insertion of Long Range Re­

connaissance Patrols deep in enemy territory under cover of twi­

light. The insert10n of these teams at last light made extraction 

extremely hazardous in the event that patrols engaged enemy forces 

during the period of initial occupation. The va~or displayed by 

aircrews of the 10th Aviation Battalion,when called upon to extract 

the patrols during hours of darkness and under intense fire, forged 

the bonds of mutual respect between the "VAGABONDS" and the 

"SCREAMING EAGLES". One partioularly s1gnif1cant enoounter of this 

operation occurred when a major fire fight developed between a 

company of the 1st Battalion (ABN). 327th Infantry and elements of 

the 95th NVA Regiment. During the ensuing night, a platoon size 

Tiger Force was heli11fted into a blocking pos1tion. This was the 

first night combat assault for the lOth Aviation Battalion as well 

as the assaulting forces. When daylight came, the friendly forces 

dom1nated enemy positions; counted 118 enemy dead and estimated 

another 97 killed. 
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The 10th Aviation Battalion continued to develop its 

mastery of night operations and the capability was put to the 

acid test when the 2nd Battalion (ABN). 502nd Infantry conducted 

a battallon slze combat assault durlng the hours of 0100 to 0300. 

Tals ls the flrst battallon slze nlght assault on reoord ln the 

Republlc of Vletuam.. The avlatlon statlstlcs for Operatlon 

HARRISON are as follows: 

Hom.'s Flown • • • • • • 2.763 

Combat Assault 
Battallon Slze • • • 4 
Company Slze • • • • 4 
Platoon Slze • • • • • 7 

Troops Llfted • • • • • 16.359 

Tons of Cargo Lifted • 1.363 
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OPERATION FILLMORE 
25 Maroh 1966 - 9 April 1966 

The objeotive of this operation was to seek and destory 

enerr~ units to the southwest of the TUY HOA VALLEY and to protect 

the April rice harvest of this fertile region. Duri!~ this oper-

atl.on, the concept of e. heliborne Immediate Reaction Force ,~as 

developed by "the 1st Brigade. 101st Airborne Division and the lOth 

Aviation Battalion to e,~ecute rapid exploitation and reinforcement 

One of the best Je.rds'~icks for evs.luation of the success of 

Operation FILLMORE 1s the April 1966 rice harvest which yielded 

33.000 tons as opposed to April 1965 when 9.000 tons were reoovered 

by local farmers, Aviation statistios for this operation are as 

follows: 

Hours Flown ','''00. 1,928 

Combat Assaults 
Company Size • • • , , 6 
Platoon Size • • , • • 1 

Troops Lifted • 0 0 (1 II 

Tons of Cargo Lifted • • 
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9.774 

513 
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OPERATION AUSTIN 
12 April 1966 - 18 May 1966 

In mid=April, the field headquarters of the lOth Aviation 

Battalion displaced from TUY HOA to PHAN THIET to support a 

series of search end d.estroy operations to be conducted by the 

1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division along the southern boundary 

of the II Corps Tactioal Zone, Operation AUSTIN II was high= 

lighted by a night combat assault in which the 1st Battalion (ABN), 

)27th Infant!"'1 wes helil1fted into multiple landing zones and re­

sulted in 21 enemy ltilled end seven weapons oaptured. On 25 April 

1966" the batte.lion moved in=land to the mountainous jungles of 

QUANG DUC Province. 85 miles northeast of SAIGON, to support the 

spoiling attacks Bga.inst North Vietnamese units along the Cambodian 

border, The flying conditions enoountered during Operation AUSTIN 

IV were extremely hazardous due to the high altitudes and the heavy 

rains of the Southwest MOII:'lSOOn, These restriotions to flying not 

only hampered the responsiveness of aviat10n support to the taot­

ical units, but imposed. limita:tions on aooess to the unit base camp 

where d1rect suppo::t Jr.e.intene.nce was pe:rformed. As a result of this 

experienoE3, the 10th Av1ation Battalion developed the mob1le forward 

operating base whl~h ch8>raoterizes its operations to this date. 

Av1at1on sUll!.I!J.e.I'Y for O;?eration AUSTIN 1s a,s follows: 

Renrl': Flown 3,337 

Co:·x:te.t Assaults 
Battalion S1ze • , •• 10 
CO~lpany Size , , • , , 9 
Platoon Size G ~ & 0 0 25 

Troops Lifted • 19,417 

T()~.s of Ce,rgo Lifted ., 1,507 



OPERATION HIMTHORNE 
2 June 1966 - 20 June 1966 

Upon completion of Operation AUSTIN, the 10th AViation 

Battalion displaced with the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division 

to the vicinity of CREO REO, approximately 100 nautioal miles 

northwest of DONG BA THIN, to support planned operations in that 

area, On 30 May 1966, an order was reoeived to displaoe 105 

IlSIutioal miles further northwest to DAR: TO·to support the 1st 

Brigade. lOlst Airborne Division in oountering the antioi.'Pated 

summer offensive of tile 24th NVA Regiment. The first task for the 

battalion waG a Gomnat asseult to relieve the beseiged outpost of 

TOUMORONG whioh was astride the enemy axis of advanoe. Early on 

the morning of 7 June, an estimated NVA battalion attaoked an 

artillery position in the valley west of TOUMORONG. Armed heli­

oopters of the bat'calion were oalled to provide olose-in fire 

support and to :relieve the pressure of the enemy attaok whioh had 

already resulted in the oapture of one howitzer. The gunships pro­

vided the fire support for a suooessful oounter-attaok whioh re­

sulted in the restoration of the perimeter and inflioted heavy 

oasualties to the attaoking force, Operation HAWTHORNE \',as oharact­

erized by oontinuous enemy contaot throughout 16 days and nights of 

bitter fighting, The highlight of the operation was an intensiYe 

&52 a1rstrl1~e to 0.0S·1;:;:oy enemy foroes which had been fixed through 

the rapid aggressive thrusts of the airmobile foroes. 

---~----.----------------.-..... - .. --.. --- .... 
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At the conclusion of Operation HAWTHORNE, the 24th NVA 

Regiment had sustained over 1,200 casualties by body count and 

c8tlmates. A large percentage of these casualties were inflicted 

and confirmed during a brilliantly executed combat assault con= 

ducted in'to the bomb craters of the B-52 strike only)O minutes 

after the last bomb was released. The lOth Aviation Battalion 

maintained an average aircraft availability in excess of 85.% 

during this operation despite the fact that the area of operations 

was over 200 nautical miles from the base camp. The aviation sta­

tistics for Operation HAWTHORNE reflect the intensive participation 

of the battalion in this classic attack which spoiled the planned 

NVA monsoon offensive in the Central Highlands: 

Hours Flown • It • • • • 

Combat Assaults 
Battalion Size • 
Company Size • • 
Platoon Size • • 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 

2,0)5 

8 
8 
9 

Troops Lifted • • • • • 11.)01 

509 Tons of Cargo Lifted • • 
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OPERATION BEAUREGARD 
24 June 1906 = 14 Ju)y 1966 

Operation BEAUREGARD was oonducted in the DAK TO area to 

soreen the Cambodi&~_Laotlan border and to interdiot enemy units 

infiltrating the area. The battalion had deployed its ma1ntenance 

and signal detachments to KONTUM. approximately )0 miles east of 

DAK TO. to support ll. ts opsr"'t1ons in this remote locat1on.' The 

sustained h1gh level of a1roraft availability during Operation 

HAWTHORNE and BEAUREGARD was graphio evidence of the effectiveness 

of the battalion forward operating base. Concurrently with the 

final days of this operation, the battalion reoeived its first 

Annual General Inspeotion and reoeived satisfactory ratings in all 

funotional areas. The aviation statistios for Operation BEAUREGARD 

are as follows: 

HQurs Flml'n o () 0 000 2,175 

Combat Assaultci 
Battalion Size • • • • 5 
Comp~~ Size • • • • • 8 
Platoon Size • • • • • 7 

Troops LUted o 0 " 0 • 10.704 

Tons 'OIi' C'iU"go LUted •• 712 



OPERATION JOHN PAUL JONES 
21 July 1966. 4 September 1966 

Following Operat1on BEAUREGARD, the battalion, under ttc, 

(;~)m]'nand of LTC HARRISON, displaoed from DAK TO and KONTUM to the 

:10w familiar beaches of TUY HOA, It was during this period that 

the designation of the .unl twas ohanged to the 10th Combat Avla-

tion Battalion and eaoh of its light airmobile oompanies was re­

deSignated as Assaul't Helicopter Company. Operation JOHN PAUL 

JONES had the objective of destruotion of ene~y units in the TUY 

ROA area and to secure the area for development of a major airfield 

and logistical base with secure lines of oommunioation. Taotioal 

operations oommenoed with the 01andest1ne insertion of patrols and 

blooking foroes into the mountains surrounding VUNG RO BAY, a 

natural harbor immediately south of the TUY HOA VALLEY. The follow-

1ng morning,a battalion of the 1st Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division 

was helillfted into a oombat assault aoross the beaohes of the 

harbor. ExtenSive searoh and destroy operations in the large taot­

ioal area of this operation plaoed heavy demands on the aviation 

units of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion which were experienoing 

severe av1ator shortages due to rotation of experienced personnel. 

It was not unusual rh~ring thie pericd to have the officers of Head­

quarters and Headquarters Company participating in combat assault 

operations with the assignecl. units, in addl. tion to their other 

dut.ies. The ob~ectiv,% of Opera,tion JOHN PAUl, ,JONES were achieved. 

and extensive constT:.1ction in the VUNG RO BAY and TUY HOA area was 

~:el1 underway prior tD the termination of the operation. The 
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following statistics are indicative ,of the extensive use of 

aviation in this operation: 

Hours Flown • • • • • • 7.444 

Combat Assaults 
Battalion Size • • •• 12 
Company Size • • • •• 225 
Platoon Size • • • • • 4 

Troops Lifted • • • • • 35.583 

Tons of Cargo Lifted • • 
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OPERATION SEWARD 
6 September 1966 - 25 October 1966 

This operation was conducted in the mountains northwest of 

~JY ROA and north along the coast to block infiltration routes 

and destroy enemy units in the area, As the operation progressed, 

the preponderance of the tactical elements of the 1st Brigade, 101st 

Airborne Division were employed on search and destroy missions in an 

area approximately )0 nautical miles northwest of the main command 

post at TUY ROA. The lOth Combat Aviation Battalion established a 

forward operating base and a tactical command post at DONGTRE to 

provide more responsive aviation support and reduce the number of 

flying hours which would be otherwise wasted travelling from the 

field headquarters south of TUY ROA. This further fragmentation of 

the battalion headquarters placed an additional burden on the 

command and staff sections. but the tactical advantages that accrued 

were obvious:: as the area came under the influence of the Northeast 

Monsoon rains. The aviation statistics for Operation SEWARD are as 

follows: 

Rours Flown • • • • • • 7.289 

Combat Assaults 
Battalion Size • • • • 7 
Company Size • • • • , 11 
Platoon Size • • • • • 9 

Troops Lifted . . , •• 37,988 

Tons of Cargo Lifted • • 1.954 
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OPERATION GERONIMO 
31 October 1966 - 4 December 1966 

The five day period between Operations SEWARD and GERONIMO was 

used to conduct intensive night training in formation flying and 

formation landing. The training had the dual purpose of increasing 

unit proficiency in night operations and. through selection of 

training areas, to execute a carefully planned deception. On the 

night of 31 October, a ba~talion sized force of the 1st Brigade, 

lOlst Airborne Division was helilifted into a night combat assault 

without the use of artifioial 1llumination. The operation was con­

sidered a complete success and the following message was received 

from BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLARD PEARSON, CG 1st Airborne Division 

on 1 October: "I heartily commend the 10th Combat Aviation 

Battalion for its sterling performance in the battalion airmobile 

assault last evening. It was truly a professional Job." 

Flying conditions in the TUY ROA area became extremely hazard­

ous during the month of November as a result of the gale-force winds 

and torrential rains associated With the Northeast Monsoon. The con~ 

tinuous, responsive aviation support rendered by the battalion under 

such adverse conditions required the utmost vigilance and professional 

skill on the part of each aviator. The aviation statistics for 

Operation GERONIMO are as follows: 

Hours Flown ~ ~ . . . . 5.616 

Combat Assaults 
Ba.ttalion Size 0 , , • 4 
Company Size • , , " 24 
Platoon Size. ••• 9 

Troops L:tfted , . • • • 

Tons of Careo Lifted • • 
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OPERATION PICKETT 
9 Deoember 1966 ~ 

On 5 Deoember 1966, the 10th Combat Av1at1on Batta110n de­

parted "VAGABOND V ALLEY", as the area south of TUY HOA was oommonly 

known, to estab11sh a forward operat1ng base 1n the v101n1ty of 

KONTUM, approx1mately 200 m1les northwest of DONG BA THIN. The 

area of operat1ons 1s oharaoter1zed by h1gh mounta1ns and dense 

jungle vegetat1on. Dur1ng operat1ons to date. surfaoe w1nds 1n the 

v101n1 ty of KONTUM have ranged between 10 to 25 knots da1ly, and 

w1nds 1n the mounta1ns have reaohed levels 1n exoess of 50 knots 

w1th severe turbulenoe. The batta110n has oonduoted exper1ments 

to determ1ne su1table methods for explos1ve preparat10n of landlng 

zones 1n the bamboo and elephant grass thlckets whloh are COmmon 

throughout the area. On 27 Deoember, a batta110n s1ze n1ght combat 

assault was suooessfully conduoted lnto landlng z.nes h1gh on the 

slopes of the mounta1ns northeast of KONTUM w1thout 1no1dent. 

The last operatlonal h1ghlight for the year 1966 was a vlslt, 

on 28 December, by GENERAL HAROLD K. JOHNSON, Chlef of Staff, 

Unlted States Army, to the fleld headquarters of the lOth Combat 

Avlatlon Battallon. Durlng thls vls1t. the Chlef of Staff rece1ved 

a brleflng on the malntenanoe and operatlng procedures of this unit. 

GENERAL JOHNSON concluded h1s vis1t by part101pating 1n a llve-flre 

demonstra'C1on aboard one of the "MINI=GUN" equlpped gunsh1ps of the 

battallon. 


