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HERAILDRY

DESCRIPTION OF UNIT CREST

The "Soldiers of The Sky" crest approved by the Institute of
Heraldry, Unlted States Army, and authorized for wear by members
of thls unlt, consists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia
1% inches in height, The components are a blue annulet surmounted
by a palr of gold wings with a black bolt barbed and flighted with
gold, Beneath the basic insignia and crossing over the bolt is a
g0ld scroll inscribed "Soldlers of The Sky" in black letters,

SYMBOLISM

The wings represent the aviation funotion of the battalion,
The bolt, also referred to as a "guarrel" 1s an arrow used with
the crossbow and represents the military personnel transported by
the battalion, LThe annulet, symbol of fidelity, refers to faith-
fulness to duty. The bolt aﬁd anmilet also suggest the characters
one and zero which corresponds to the battalionts numeriocal desig=-

nation,
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FOBREWORD

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion with its base camp at Dong
Ba Thin, adjacsent to Cam Ranh Bay, is the only aviation battalion
in the Republic of Vietnam with a completely mobile field head-
quarters and forward operating base, This battalion is unique in
its capability to displace to any required location in the republic
with 1ts assigned helicopter companies to undertake combat operations
within twenty four hours after receipt of an alert order., While the
battalion has been continuously committed to tﬁe command and control
of magsed aviation assets in support of the Free World Military
Asslstance Forces in the Republic of Vietnam, 1t has concurrently
secured and developed an efficlent mllitary post, serving over 3,500
bersonnel, from a densely vegetated tropilcal swamp, The significant
accomplishments and unique capabilities of the 10th Combat Aviation
Battaiion have earned for 1t the nickname "Vagabonds of Vietnam" on
battleflelds from the sandy beaches of Tuy Hoa to the mountalnous
Jungles of Kontum, The history of the battalion 1s more than the
chronology of a combat support unit, it is rather an integral part
of the development of the Free World effort in the central sector

cf the Republic of Vietnam,
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CHAPTER I
FORMATION
23 August 1965 - 31 December 1965
On 23 August 1965, the Headquarters and Headquarters Company,

10th Aviation Battalion was activated at Fort Bemning, Georgia by
General Order Number 258, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army. The
firgt task facing the new unit was the reception and processing
of personnel and equipment in preparation for the long Journey to
the Republic of Vietnam. Under the supervision of the 10th Aviation
Group, the unit experienced 1little difficulty reaching deployable
status by 8 Cctover 1565, The major questions remaining to be an-
gwered as the Headquarters and Headquarters Company departed Fort
Benning on the morning of 9 October were the procedures and the
techniques that the unit would utilize to perform its control l

function in combat operations.

The officers and men travelled by bus to Muscogee County
Alrport and thence by commercial alrcraft to Oakland Army Terminal,
There was no time wasted on the move and late on the evening of 9
October, the main elements of Headquarters and Headquarters Company
were bound for the Far East aboard the MSTS McGraw,

Cn 15 October 1965, a small advance party for the battalion
arrived at Ton Son Nhut Alr Base to determine the destinatlion and |
agssignment of the unit, The advance party was briefed at Head-

quarters, USARY and were notified that the 1l0th Aviation Battalion

was assigned to the l2th Aviation Group under the operational cone
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trol of I Field Forces Vietnam, The location selected for sta-
tloning the new unlt was Dong Be Thin, a smsll strip of land on
the wesgtern shore of Cawm Ranh Eey,

Cam Ranly Bay is ons of the finest natural harbors in the
Orient, Until the eastern peninsula had been gelected for developw
ment into a major alrfisld snd logistical base by U8 Forecesg, the
bay was ussd only by the local flshing fleet, When the advance
party arrived on. 17 October, they found the mainlend side of the
bay had heen improved only %o the extent that a small dirt alre
atrip and a Specilal Forces Detachment, Team B=5), werse precariously
perched on ths only d»y ground in ths viclinity., The party wasg
greeted by the 117th Aviation Company (AML), which had established
a temporary blvouac along the periphery of the alrstrip, and by the
advance party of the 1l25th Aviatlion Company (AML) which was enroute

from Fort Campbell, Kentucky,

Basically, the Dong Ba Thin area was a swamp with denge Jungie
vegetation inundated by the heavy railns of the Northeast Mongoon
seagon, The advence perty performed initial site selection and
started'a clearing operation. in an effort te permit further improve- |
ment of the area,

At 1000 hours on 28 October 1965, the MSTS MeGraw docked at
Cam.Ranh Bay and by 1500 hours the main body of the 10th Aviation
Battalion had cloged a2t Dong Ba Thin, The total movement time had
been 18 dars, T new arrlivals were greeted by Major Constance of

the 117th Aviatlown Coupany, Major Wiggins of the 129%h Aviation

Compeny, The hatitallon advance perty and torrential rains,
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The constiuction of a suitable base camp demanded the afforig

of &ll personnel to esccomplish the clearing and the £illing with

gand to ralse the area above the geagonal water level, As the £111
was completed, concrete pads were poured for latrines, showers,
offices and living quariers,

The thlrd unit to jein the 10th Aviation Battalion was the L8th
Aviation Company (AML), which arrived at Phan Bang,'approximately 25
miles south of Dong Ba Thim, on 26 November 1965, The tasks facing

thls company were similer to those at Dong Ba Thin and the numerous

clearing and constructlion projects were accomplished through the
concentrated effort of all personnel, As zoon as minimum acceptable
operatling and bllleting areas werse secured, the attention of the ene
tire battalion was focused on processing of equipment, advanced
training and in-country orientetion for alr crews to achleve operw
ational readiress in the shortest possible time.

The 117th Aviation Compeny was operational upon arrival at Dong
Ba Thin, see Chapter III, on 28 September 1965, The 1l0th Aviation '

Battallon end the 129%h Aviation Company became operationsl on 13
December 1965 following the completion of tralning exerclses cone
ducted in the Dong Ba Thin area, On 25 Decembser 1965, the 145th
Airlift Platoon was assigned to the 10th Aviation Battalion with
homé station at Nha Trang, RN, This platoon wes assigned the missior;
to provide hellcopter support and transpertation for Headquarters,

T Fleld Forces Vietnan,
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On 31 December 1965, the 48th Aviation Company became
cperationally resdy te join its sigter units which were already
supporting combat opsratisng in the bitterly contested Tuy Hoa
Valley, As the year drsw o & close, the 10th Aviation Battalion
was composed of The fullowing units:

Headguarters and Headquarters Comﬁany
48th Avietion Compeny {AML)
286th Mediesl Detashment

279th Signal Detachment {Avionics)
390th Transportation Detachment ( cHFM)

117¢h Aviation Company { AML)
130th Medinel Devachment
2£6th Slgnal Detachment (Avionics)
140th Transzportation Detachment { CHFM)

129¢th Aviation Compeny ( AML)
433rd Medical Detashment
296th 3ignal Detachment (Avicnics)
394th Transportstion Detachment (CHFM)

145th Airlift Platoon

UNIT COMMANDERS
ezember 5

10th Aviation Battalion * ¢+ 2 s o o s s o o LTC GREGORY T, OLNEY
Headquarters Coamandant , * + + + + o o . o CPT WALTER KUEHN, JR.

48th Aviation Company ., . ., ., , ., . . . . MAJ CHARLES H, DRUMMOND

117th Aviation Company . , . . . . . . . . MAT HARBIN A, CONSTANCE
129 th Avi ati On COXHI."I?«J.";}' 'l ) » £l L] L] L) s ) - MAJ I-IEON H - w IGG INS
1”’5 th Airlii‘t P 1(?1-':;‘“’(‘14.. M M s o 2 . . N N . MAJ KEVIN E a PIURPHI
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1 January 1966 « 31 December 1966




CHAPTER TI

DEVELOPMENT
1 January 1966 = 31 December 1966

The expansion of Army Avietion commitments in the Republie of
Vietnan was accompanied by several changes to the command relation-
shlp and structure of the 10th Aviation Battalion during calender
year 1966, On 26 January 1966, the silgnel detachment previously
asgigned to each of the three helicopter companies was ettached to
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 10th Aviation Battalion,
This change was undertsken to alleviate the problems created by

shortages of qualified techniclans, repailr parts, and TO&E equipment -

in each detachment., Through consolidation of adminigtrative and
technical supply functions a considerable savings of manpower was
realized, and under the operatlonel control of the Battalion Sienal
Officer, individually tailored repair teams were deployed to pro-
vide on-sgite avionics support at field locations. The adventages of
this tesk organization to support the widely dispersed units of the
battalion-oontinued to be evident as the balance of personnel and
equipment were received, and the consolidated avionics teans are
8till employed,

Begimning on 1 February 1966, a series of changes took place
in the structure and function of the 145th Airlift Platoon at NHA
TRANG, The 10th Ariétion Battalion received the asgsignment of the
2nd Platoon, 17l1st Aviation Company per General Orders Number L,
Headquerters, 12th Aviation Group, dated 25 January 1966. This

II.1
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platoon was orgenized with two sections, the $irst composed of the
assets of the 145th Airlift Platoon and the second was composed of

eu alrlift platoon formerly attached to the 145%th Aviation Battalion
stationed at BIEN HCA, RVN, By the end of March all of the asgets

of the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company were stationed at NHA
TBANG and under operational control of 5th Special Foﬁces Group (ABN)

The 10th Aviatlon Battalion was released from 12th Aviation
Group and assigned to 17th Aviation Group on 1 March 1966 per General
‘Order Number 1051, Headquarters, U,S. Army Vietnam, dated 15 February
1966, This actlon reduced the distance to next higher headquarters
from 170 nautical miles to 15 nautical miles (NHA TRANG versus
SAIGON), which materially improved the responsiveness of oommend and
administrative actions,

Base development had progressed sufficiently at DONG BA TEIN
during early 1966 to permit the statloning of fixed wing aviation
companies, On 10 March 1966, the 135th Aviation Company {FWLT)
arrived from Fort Bernning, Georgle and was assigned to the 1l0th
Avliation Battalion under operational contrcl of Headquarters, I
Fleld Forces, Vietnam,

On 14 Maxch 1966-oommand of the 10th Aviation Battalion passed
from LTC GREGORY T. OLNEY to LTC ALBERT J., FERN. The ceremony took

place at DONG BA THIN and was ettended by MATOR GENERAL STANLEY R,

LARSEN, CG I Fleld Forces Vietnam; COLONEL GERALD M. SHEA, CO 17%h

Aviation Group; COLONEL RAYMOND G, JONES, CO 1l2th Aviation Group;

and COLONEL C.A. DEASON, CO Nha Trang Support Command. |
II-2 |




On 9 June 1966, the 281st Aviation Company with its 483rd
Transportation Detachment and 499th Signal Detachment debarked
from the USNS W,H, GORDON at NHA TRANG, This company had hbeen
activated at Fort Benning with the headquarters and support
elements of an alrmobile company, less the flight platoons, The
assets and mission of the 2nd Platoon, 17l1lst Aviation Company
were assigned to the 281st Aviation Company and, upon receipt
of eight additional aircraft in July, this unit attained the
same structure as the other three light helicopter oompanies of
the 10th Avlation Battalion. The 281st Aviation Company was
assigned to the battalion in accordance with General Order Nu-
ber 27, Headquarters, 17th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966
and under operational control of the 5th Special Forces Group it
support reéonnaissance and long range patrol activities throughe
out the Republic of Vietnan, |

The 183rd Aviation Company (Reconnaissance Alrplane) was sta-
tioned at DONG BA THIN in late June, and assigned to the battalion
per General Order Number 27, Headquarters 17th Aviation Group,
dated 14 July 1966, With the additionof this unit, the ranks of
the 10th Aviation Battalion had swollen to encompass glx aviation
companles engaged 1in almost every facet of combat and combat
suppért activity in the II Corps Tactlcal Zone.

LTEUTENANT COLONEL B.L. HABRRTSON assumed command of the 10th
Avlation Battalion during ceremonies conducted at DONG BA THIN on
12 July 1966. The distinguished guests included BRIGADIER GENERAL
GECRGE P, SENEFF, CG lst Aviatlion Brigade, who presented LTC ALBERT
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Jo FERN the legion of Merit for services performed in the Republic
of Vietnam, During late July, the designatlion of the unit was
officially changed to 10th Combat Aviatlion Battalion and each of
its numbered airmobile companies was redesignated Assault Hellcopter
Company. These new tltles more accurately portrayed the role snd
functions of the battalion in support of Free World objectives,

On 4 September 1966, the 135th Aviation Company and the 183rd
Aviation Company were assigned to the newly aotivated 223rd Combat
Support Aviation Battalion, however, these units remained stationed
at DONG BA THIN, Also during the month of September, the battalion
provided temporary statloning, orientation briefings, and flight
standardization training for the newly arrived aviators of the 4th
Infantry Divislon,

The advance party of the 180th Assault Support Heliocopter
Company arrived at DONG BA THIN on 12 Ootober 1966land was followed

one week later by the main body which travelled by military aircraft.;

The new unit was provided billeting and maintenance areas at DONG BA
THIN and in-country orientation training was supervised by the starlf
of the 10th Combat Aviation Battallon, During late November, the (-
147 helicopters were pfocessed through the field maintenance facllity
at VUNG TAU and ferrled to DONG BA THIN where additional unit traine

ing was conducted, The 130th Asseult Helicopter Company became oper-

ational on 1 December 19646 end was attached to the battalion per VO |

17th Combat Aviation Group.

As calendar year 1966 came ©o 2 close, the 10th Combat Avietion
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Battalion was composed of the following units:

Headquarters and Headquarters Company
279th Signal Detachment
256th Signal Detachment
296th Signal Detachment
238th Counter=Morter Radar Detachment
Pathfinder Detachment

4LBth Assault Helicopter Company
286th Medical Detachment
390th Transportation Detachment
117th Assault Helicopter Company
130th Medical Detachment
140th Transportation Detachment
129th Assaul? Hellicopter Company
433rd Medical Detachment
394th Transportation Detachment
281gt Assault Helicopter Company
483rd Transportation Detashment
499th Signal Detachment
180th Assault Support Helicopter Company
403rd Transportation Detachment
UNIT COMMANDERS
ecember
10th Combat Aviation Battalion , ., ,  « LTC B, L, HARRISON
Headquarters Commandant , . . . « . . . MAJ CLANCEY J, FAUCHEUX
4,8th Assault Helicopter Company ., . . . MAT JOEL L, WILLIAMS
117th Assault Helicopter Compeny . . . . MAJ KENNETH L, KETZLER
129th Assault Helicopter Company . . . . MAJ RONAID H. MERRITT
281st Assault Hellcopter Compeny ., . . . MAJ WILLIAM P, GRIFFIN

180th Assault Support Helicopter Company LTC THOMAS F. PEEKINS
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CHAPTER iIII

UNITS OF THE
10TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION

AB8TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

The 48th Aviation Company (Ailrmobile Light) was activated on
5 July 1965 at Fort Benning, Georgia in accordance with General
Order Number 200, Headquarters, Third U,S. Army, dated 12 July 1$65.
The company then was attached to ths 10th Aviation Group, Activated
and attaohed to the 48th Aviation Company were the 390th Trénspor-
tation Detachment (CHFM); the 286th Medical Detachment; and the 279th
Signal Detachment (Badlo Repair Avioniles), From 5 July to 4 November
1965, the company received persomnel and accomplished individual and
unit training in preparation for overseas movement, On 4 November,
the unit departed Fort Bennlng enroute to Vietnam, The maln body
closed at PHAN RANG, BVN on 26 November 1965 and was assigned that
date to the 10th Aviatlion Battalion in accordance with General Order
Number 13, Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group, dated 11 December 1965,
The company establlshed 1ts baze camp at PHAN RANG, conducted orien-
tation training and processed organizational equipment rapidly., The
unit was deolared operational on 31 December 1965, only 35 daye after
arrivél in Vietnanm,

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS

LIFT SHIPS o o « o = « o« « o « o « » . BLUE STAR
GUNSHIPS . » o o o o o o o o o o » o« o JOKERS
ITi-1




COMMANDERS

« MAJOR CHARLES H, DRUMMOND 5 July 1966 - 4 April 1966
MAJOR HARRY MCK, ROPER, JR, 4 April 1966 - 25 September 1966
MAJOR JOEL L., WILLIAMS 25 September 1966 - 31 December 1966




117TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
The 117th Aviation Company was activated at QUI NHON, RVN on

25 June 1963, in accordance with General Order Number 236, Head-
quarters, USABPAC, dated 14 June 1963, It was assigned to the U.S.
Army Support Group, South Vietnam, The source of the personnel and
the equipment assigned tq the 117th Aviation Company was the 8th
Transportation Company (Light Hellcopter) which was deactivated by
the same general order,

The 8th Transportation Company, a STRAC unit, wag statloned at
Fort Bragg, Worth Carclina until 7 November 1961, On that date the
unit departed home gtation with fifteen H-21C "SHAHHHL“ hellicopters
for Stockton, California, The remaining peraonnel and equipment
were moved by Military Alr Transport Service to Alameda Naval Alr
Station, California, on 17 November 1961, The unit was augmented
with five additional H-=21 helicopters and then loaded on three sure
face vessels; the USNS GORE; the USNS MoGRAW; and the frelghter
HAHMAIIAN PIIOT along with the alrcraft of the 57th Transportation
Company, They arriwed in SAIGON on 20 December 1961 and two days

later, the two unitz condusted a Joint training exercise to famlllar=-

ize Vietnamese soldiers with heliborne operations, The 8th Trans-
portation Company moved to QUI NHON, RVN on 10 January 1962 to
provide helicopter support in the II Corps area, The unit remained
at that locatlon unitil 28 September 1965, at which time it moved to
DONG BA THIN for asslgnment to the 10th Aviation Battalilon,

ITI3




TRADITIONAL CAILL SIGNS

LIFT SHIPS - - 1] * [ ] [ [ - ] [ ] . L] I. e BEAm BUM

GUNSHIPS & v v o o o o v o v o .. . SIDEWINDER
COMMANDERS
MAJOR HARBIN CONSTANCE 28 September 1965 - 1 March 1966
MAJOR HARRY J. ZELLMER 1 March 1966 - 25 October 1966

MAJOR KENNETH L. KETZLER 25 Qotcber 1966 - 31 December 1966
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129TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

The 129th Aviation Company (Airmobile Light) wes activated on
5 July 1965 at Fort Campbell, Kentucky in accordance with General
Order Number 200, Headquarters, Third U.3., Army, dated 12 July 1963,
Concurrently, the 394th Tfansportation Detachment; the 296th Signal
Detachment; and the 433fd Medical Detachment were activated and

attached to the 129th Aviation Company., From the date of activation

until 30 September 1965, the activities of the 129th Aviatibn Company

included reception of authorized personnel and equipment, and training

in preparation for overseas déployment, On 30 September 1965, the
wnit departed Fort Campbell, Kentucky and the main body arrived at
DCNG BA THIN, EVN on 21 O¢tober 1965, The 129th Aviation Company
was assignéd to the 10th Aviation Battalion on 28 Ootober 1965 in
écoordance with General Order Number 8, Headquarters, 1l2th Aviation
Group, dated 11 November 1965, From 21 October to 31 December 1965,
the company buslly prepared to support sombat operations and on 15
December 1965 the 129th Aviation Company (AML).was declared opera
tional,

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS
LIFTSHIPS,VO'oorooooooooooBUIlLDOG
GUNSHIPS 5 s o « o o o o o « o o o o o COBRA
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COMMANDERS

MAJOR LEON H, WIGGINS 5 July 1965 « 2 Januery
[1AJOR ROBERT D, STEARNS 2 January 1966 - 19 July
MAJOR LAVERE W, BINDRUP 19 July 1966 - 28 Octcher

MMAJOR RONALD H, MERRITT 3L Cotober 1956 = 31 December
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281st ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

‘The origin of the 281st Assault Heliocopter Company in Viet-
nam began with the 145th Airlift Platoon of the 145th Aviation
Battalion which arrived in this theater during 1964, and wasg
stationed at PHAN TEIET, RVN, in support of Special Forces oper-
ations in that area. The platoon moved to NHA TRANG and was
assigned to the 52nd Aviation Battalion on 6 January 1965 tb pro-
vide aviation support to Headquarters, I Field Forces, Vietnam.
On 25 December 195, the unit was assigned to the 10th Aviation
Battalion by Gensral Order Number 256, Headquarters, USARV, dated
30 December 1965, In early February, the 145th Airlift Platoon
and the 6th Aviation Platoon, 171lst Aviation Company were ocombined
into 2nd Platoon, 1?71st Aviation Company per Qeneral Order Number
4, Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group, dated 25'January 1966, The
mlasion of the 2nd Platoon, 17lst Aviation Company was to provide
helicopter support as directed by 5th Special Forces Group (ABN)
with headquarters at NHA TRANG, RVN, The 28lst Aviation Company
(AML) was activated by General Order Number 3;8, Headquarters,
Third U.S, Army, dated 7 Qctober 1965, This order activated the
conpany headquarters; service platoon; b99th Signal Detachment;
and the 483rd Transportation Detachment for the 281zt Aviation
Company {(AML}, The advance party of this unit arrived in Vietnam
on 23 May 1965, and the main body closed at NHA TRANG on & June
1966, The company received the assets and agsumed the mission ol
the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company per General Order Number
27, Heedquarters, l7th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966,
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TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS

LIP‘T SH IPS L] L] L] -] a a L L Ll s L] L4 a L] IVEARDI GRA'S
GUN SHIPS . . &+ o o o a a s o o » o o WOLF PACK

COMMANDERS

MAJOR EVERDUS H. HACKETT ? Qotober 1965 - 23 July 1966
MAJOR WILLIAM P. GRIFFIN 24 July 1966 - 31 December 1966




180TH ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICOPTER COMPANY

This unit was activated at Fort Benning, Georgla by General
Order Number 99, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, dated 16 March
1966, The general order alsc activated the 403rd Transportation
Detachgent which provides the direct support aircfaft maintenance
for the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company, The advance |
party of this unit arrived at DONG BA THIN, RVN on 12 October
1966 followed by the main bodf on 19 October 1366, The aviators
were given an in-gountry orientation by the staff of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion end were then placed on temporary duty
with the 179th Aszsult Support Hellcopter Company and "CHINOOK®
units of the lst Calvary Division for famlliarization with oper-
ating procedures and requirements in the Republic of Vietnam.

The aircraft for %this unit arrived at VUNG TAU, RVN by surface
vessel, were processed for issue and ferried to DONG BA THIN, The
'180th Assault Support Hellcopter Company was declared operatlonal
on 2 December 1965 and deployed 1ts flight platoons in support of
combat operations ag directed by the 17th Combat Aviation Group,

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS
CH="'P? 2 o o o o6 o 8 56 @ 0 0 o 0 o BIG’ wINDI
UH"—"‘lB o @ a a ] o ] 8 o ] a o o ] LITTI'E WINDI
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COMMANDERS

LIEUTENANT COLONEL THOHAS F. PERKINS 16 March = 31 December 1966




CHAPTER IV

BATTALION OPERATIONS
31 December 1965 - 31 December 1966




CHAPTIER IV
BATTALION OPERATIONS
31 December 1965~31 December 1966
OPERATION JEFFERSON
31 December 1965 = 17 January 1966
The first combat operation for the 10th Aviation Battallon

was conducted in the vicinity of TUY HOA, approximately 65 miles
north of DONG BA THZIN, along the coast, From a forward operating
base, the battalion supported a series of operations which had
the objective of securing the rice harvest of the TUY HOA VALLEY
and engaging elemets of the 95th NVA Regiment, Operation JEFFER-
SON was conducted by the L7th ARVN Regiment and the 2nd ROK Marine
Brigade to open Highway Number 1 south of TUY HOA and to block the
éea 1nriitration routes of the NVA in the VUNG RO BAY area., Wlth
the attachment of HMM 363, USMC (10 CH-34ts), the battalion pro=-
vided the aviation support for the multi-national force and learned
many valuable lessonsg in counterinsurgency warfare, Operation
JEFFERSON terminated on 17 January 1966 with the following aviation
statistics:

Hours Flown . . « » o o » o 1,115

Combat Assaults

Battalion Size, ., » . .+ » 2
Company Size , . o o « o 1
Teoops Lifted, « 4 4 o » o « 7,880
Tons of Cargo Lifted , ., ., . 519

IV=-1




QPERATION TYLER
13 January 1966 = 20 January 1966

Operation TYLER was a search and destroy operation conducted
to the northeast of PHAN THIET by the 2nd Battalion (ABN), 327th
Infantry., The 1l0th Aviation Battalion provided a reinforced
aviation company at SONG MAO, approximately 60 miles south of DONG
BA THIN to support this unit of the lst Brigade, 1l0lst Ailrborne

Division,) The avlatlion statistles for this brief operation are as

follows:
Hours Flown ., . % « « &+ o » 200
Combat Assaults
Company Size . . . o + » » 3
Platoon S1Z€ . o o « o + 3
Troops Lifted . ., . . . . . 1,100
Tons of Cargo Lifted ., . ., . L
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OPERATION VAN BUREN
18 Jenuery 1566 - 20 February 1966

Operation VAN BUREN brought the lst Brigade, 10lat Airbvorne
Division to TUY HOA and merked the beginning of whet was to Prowvs
%0 be & winning combinetion of *two fighting units. During this
reriod the 10th Aviation Beattalion provided general aviation
support to the "Soreaming Eagles" and the 2nd ROK Marine Brigade,
The requirements of these two units usually exceeded the assets
of two heliocopter companies, and all units of the vattalion were
employed on this operation. At the termination of Operation VAR
BUREN, 381 casualtles by body oount, had been inflicted on the
95th NVA Regiment and more thah 80% of the rice ocrop had been
harvested by the loocal farmers., This operation inflicted heavy
cagsualties on the enemy, denled him valuable food supprly, end
‘stlmulated the Vietnamese economy and morale in the TUY HOA VALLEY,

Aviation statistiocs for the operation are ag follows:

Hours Flowm ., . . . . . . . 3,520
Combat Assanlts

Battellon Size . ., . . . 8
Company Size , , . ., . . 4
Platoon Size . . . . . . 24

Troops Iifted ., . . . . . . 19,977
Tons of Cargo Lifted ., . . 1,271
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OPERATION HARRISON
21 February 1566 - 24 March 1966

The success of the operations conducted in the TUY HOA
VALLEY during January and Pebruary led to the expansion of the
tactical area of operations into the mountalns west of the wvalley.
Operation HARRISON was.oharacterized by extenslive sweeping and
patrolling dperations through the dense Jungles and precipitous
mountain terrain., The battalion and 1lst Brigade, 10lst Alrborne
Divlision developed technliques for the insertion of Long Range Re-
connalgsance Patrols deep in enemy territory under cover of twi-
light. The insertion of these teams at last light made extraction
extremeiy hazardous in the event that patrols engaged enemy forces
during the perlod of initial occupatlon, The valor displayed by
aifcreﬁs ofrfhe 10th Aviation Batﬁalion,when called upon to extract
the patrols during hours of darkness-and under intenge fire, forged
the bonds of mutual respect between the "VAGABONDS" and the
"SCREAMING EAGLES", One partidularly glgnificant encounter of this
operatlion occurred when a major fire fight developed between a
company of tﬁe 1st Battalion (ABN), 327th Infantry and elements of
the 95th NVA Regiment, During the ensulng night, a platoon size
Tiger Force was helllifted into a blocking position, Thls was the
first night combat assault for the 10th Aviation Battalilon as well
as the assaulting forces., When daylizht came, the frlendly forces
dominated enemy positions; counted 118 enemy dead and estimated
another 97 killed.
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e 10th Aviation Battalion continued to develop its
nastery of night operations and the capabllity was put to the
acid test when the 2nd Battalion (ABN), 502nd Infantry conducted
a battalion gize combat assault during the hours of 0100 to 0300,
This is the first hattallon size night assault on record in the
Republic of Vietnam, The aviatlon statistics for Operation
HARRYISON are as follows:

Hours Flown ., « » o » « 2,763

Conbat Asseult

Battalion Size , . . . L
Company SilZe . . . . . b4
Platoon Size , . v . . 7

Troops Lifted , , ., . . 16,359
Tong of Cargo Lifted , . 1,363
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QPERATION FILIMORE
25 March 1966 = O April 1966

The objectiva of this operation was to seek and destory
enery units to the southwest of the TUY HOA VALLEY and to protect
the April rice harvesgt of this fertlile reglon, During this oper-
ation, the concept of & nellborne Immedlate Reaction Force was
developed by the lst Brigade, 10lst Ailrborne Divislon and the 10th

Aviation Battalion to execute rapid exploitation and reinforcement

4

mlaggioar

.

L

ne of the best wvardstlicks for evaluation of the success of

o

Operation FILLMORE iz the April 1966 rice harvest which ylelded
33,009 tons as opposed to April 1965 when 2,000 tons were recovered
by local farmers, Aviation statistics for this operatlon are as

follows:s

Hours Flown , . + o o » 1,928
Combat Assaults .
Company S1Z€ o « o o 6
Platoon Size . . o+ o 1
Troops Lifted . . o ¢ » 9.??4

Tong of Cargo Lifted , . 513
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CPERATION AUSTIN
12 April 1868 = 18 May 1966

in mid-April, the field headquarters of the 1l0th Aviation
Battelion displaced from TUY HOA to PHAN THIET to support a
geries of searcih and degiroy operations to be conducted by the
lgt Brigade, 10lst Alrborne Division along the southern boundary
of the II Corps Tactlcal Zone, Operation AUSTIN II was highe-
lighted by a night combat assault in which the lst Battalion {AEN),
327%th Infentry was helilifted into mulitiple landing zones and rew
sulted in 21 enemy xilled and seven weapons ceptured, On 25 April
1966, the battelion moved in-land to the mountainous jungles of
QUANG DUC Province, 85 miles northeast of SAIGON, to support the
spolling attacks agsinst North Vietnamese units albng the Cambodian
border. The Tlyinzg conditions encountered during Operation AUSTIN
IV were extremely hazardous due to the high altitudes and the heavwy
rains of the Southwest Monepoon, These resgtrictions te flying not
only hempered the r@sponsivenesg of aviation support to the tact=
ical unitéD but imposed limitstionz on accsss to the unit base camp
where dirsct support maintenence was performed, As a result of this
experience, the 10th Aviation Battallon developed the mobile forward
operating base whicsh cherscterizes 1tz operations to this date,
Aviation supmery tTor Operation AUSTIN igs as follows:

Hevrs Flown o o » » » « 3,337

Doerhet Assaults

Battaldon Size . . . . 10
Company Size , , o . » 9
Platoon Size ., 4 & 5 s 25

Troove Lifted ., . . . . 19,417
Teng of Cergo Lifted , , 1,507
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OPERATION HAWTHORNE
2 June 1966 = 20 June 1966

Upon completion of Operation AUSTIN, the 10th Aviation
Battalion displaced with the lst Brigade, 101st Alrborne Division
to the wvicinity of CHEQC REQO, approzxzimately 100 nautical miles
northwest of DONG BA THIN, to support planned operations in that
area, On 30 May 1966, an érder was recelved to displace 105
nautlcal miles further northwest to DAK TO. to support the lst
Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division in countering the anticipated

summer offencive of the 24th NVA Regiment, The first task for the
pattalion was a combat asseult to relieve the besgeiged outpost of
TOUMORONG which was astride the enemy axis of advance, Early on

" the moraning of 7 June, an estimated NVA battalion attacked an
artillery position in the valley west of TOUMORONG, Armed heli-
copters of the bhattalion were called to provide closge-in fire
support and to relieve the pressure of the enemy attack which had

already resulted in the capturs of one howltzer, The gunships pro-

vided the fire support for a successful counter-attack which re-
sulted in vhe restoratlion of the perimeter and inflicted heavy i
casualties to the attacking force, Operation HANTHORNE was charact- !
erized by continuous enemy contact throughout 16 days and nights of
bitter fighting, The highlight of the operation was an intensive

B~52-airstr1ke to cdestroy enemy foices which had been Tixed through

the rapid aggressive thrusts of the alrmobile forces,
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At the concluslon of Operatlon EAWNTHORNE, the 24th NVA

Regiment had sustalned over 1,200 casualties by body count and
sstimates. A large percentage of these casualties were inflisted

and oonfirmed during a brilliasntly executed combat assault con-

ducted into the bomb craters of the B=52 gtrike only 30 minutes
after the last bomb was released. The 10th Aviation Battalion
maintained an average alrcraft avallability in excess of 85%

during thla operation desplite the fact that the area of operations
wes over 200 nautical miles from the base camp, The aviation sta-
tlstics for Operation HAWTHORNE reflect the intensive participation
of the battalion in thls classioc attack which spoiled the planned
RVA monsoon offensive in the Central Eighlands:

Hours Flown . . . . . . 2,035

Combat Assaults
Battallion Size
Company Size .,
Platoon Size a e ¢ o 9

.
-
.
-
(8 v]

.
-
.
s
@

Troops Lifted ., . ., . . 11,301
Tons of Cargo Lifted , . 509
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QPERATION EEAUREGARD
24 June 1356 = 1B July 1966

Operation BEAUREGARD was conducted in the DAK TO area to
sorsen the Cambedlean-Lactlian border and to interdict enemy units
infiltrating the srea, The battalicn had deployed its maintenance
and slgnal detachments to KONTUM, approxzimately 30 mlles east of
DAK TO, to support its operations in this remote location, The
sustalned high level of alircxaft avallability during Operation
HAWTHORNE and BEAUREGARD was graphic evidence of the effectiveness
of the battalion forward operating base, Concurrently with the
final days of this cperation, the battalion recelved its first
Mnnual General Ingpection and recelved satisfaoctory ratings in all
funetional areas, The aviation statisties for Operation BEAUREGARD

aye asg follows:

Hours Flown . o o o o o 2,175

Combat Assaulbso

Battalion Size , . e 5
Company S1Z€ , o o o o 8
Platoon Size , , o o o 7

Troops Lifsed . . . - o 10,704
Tons of Cargo Lifted , . 712
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OPERATION JOEN PAUL JONES
21 July 1966 - § September 1966

Followlng Operation BEAUREGARD, the battaelion, under the

sommand of LTC HARRISON, displaced from DAK TO and KCONTUM to the
now famlllar bveaches of TUY HCA, It was during this period that
the designation of the unit was changed to the 10th Combat Avia-
tion Battalilon and each of 1ts light airmobile companies was re-
designated as Assault Helicopter Company. Operation JOHN PAUL
JONES had the objective‘of destruction of enemy units in the TUY
HCA area and to secure the area for developnent of a major airfield
and logistlcal base with secure lines of communication. Tactical
operations commenced with the clandestine insertion of patrols and
blocking forces into the mountains surrounding VUNG RO BAY, a
natural harbor immediately south of the TUY HOA VALLEY. The follow=-
ing morning a battalion of the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
wag helilifted into & combat asgault across the beaches of the
_harbor. Extensive search and destroy operations in the large tact-
lcal area of this operation placed heavy &emands on the aviation
units of the 1l0th Combat Aviation Battalion which Wwere experiencing
severe aviator shortages due to rotetion of experienced personnel,
It was not unusual durling thlg perlod to have the officers of Head-
quarters and ﬁeadquarters Company participating in combat assault
operations with thes asgsigned units, in addition to their other
dutles. The oblectives of Cperation JOHN PAUL JONES were achieved
and extensive construction in the VUNG RO BAY and TUY HCA area wes
vell underway prilor to the termination of the operatvicn, The
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o

following statistics are indicative .of

aviation in this operation:

Hours Flowvn ., . . .

Combat Assaults .
Battalion Size , .
Company Size , , .
Platoon Size . . .

Troops Lifted ., . .

Tons of Cargo Lifted
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OPERATION SEWARD
6 September 1966 - 25 October 1966

This operation was conducted in the mountains northwest of
TUY HOA and north along the coast to block infilltration routes

and destroy enemy units in the area, As the operation progressed,

the preponderance of the tactical elements of the 1lst Brigade, 101ls%
Alrborne Divlislion were employed on search and destroy missions in an
area approximately 30 nautical miies northwest of the maln command
post at TUY HOA, The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion established a

forward operating base and a tactlical command post at DONG TRE to

provide more responsive aviatlion support and reduce the number of
flying hours which would be otherwise wasted travelling from the
fleld headquarters south of TUY HOA, This further fragmentation of -
- the battallon headquarters placed an additional burden on the
command and staff sections, but the tactlcal advantages that accrued

were obvidus: as the area came under the influence of the Northeast

Mongoon rains, The aviation statistics for Operation SEWARD are =as
follows:
Hours Flown . . , . . . 7,289

Combat Assaults

Battalion Size . . . . 7
Company S1ze . + « « 11

Platoon Size « s ¢ o » 9
Troops Lifted . . . . . 37,988

Tons of Carge Lifted ., . 1,954
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OPERATION GERONIMO
31 October 1566 = & December 1966

The five day period between Operations SEWARD and GERONIMO was
used to conduct intensive night tralning in formation flying and
formation landing. The training had the dual purpose of increasing
unit proficlency in night operations and, through selection of
training areas, to execute a carefully planned deception, On the
night of 31 October, a battalion sized foree of the lst Brigade,
101lst Airborne Division was hellilifted intc a night combat assault
without the use of artificlal illumination. The operation was con-
sldersd a complete success and the following message was received
from BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLABRD PEARSON, CG 1lst Alrborne Division
on 1 October: "I heartily commend the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion for lts sterling performance in the battalion airmobile
assault lést evening, It was truly a professional job.*" |

Flying conditions in the TUY HOA area bedame extremely hazard-
oug durlng the month of November as a result of the gale-force winds
and torrential rains assoclated with the Northeast Mongoon., The con-

tinuous, responsive aviation support rendered by the battallion under

-such adverse conditlons requlred the utmost vigllance and professional

skill on the part of each aviator. The aviation statistics for
Operation GERONIMO are as follows:
Hours Flown . o « « » » 5,616

Combat Assaults

Sattelion Size ., . . b
Compeny SiZe . . . » 25
Platoon Slze , ., . , . 9

Troops Lifted , . . . . 29,786
Tong of Cargo Lifted ., . 2,535
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QPERATION PICEKETT
9 December 19 -

On 5 December 1966, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion de-
parted "VAGABOND VALLEY®, as the area south of TUY HOA was commonly
known, to establish a forward operating base in the vicinity of
KONTUM, approximetely 200 mlles northwest of DONG BA THIN, The
area of operations 1s characterized by high mountains and dense
jungle vegetation. During operations to date, surface winds in the
vicinity of KONTUM have ranged between 10 to 25 knots daily, and
winds in the mountains have reached levels in excess of 50 knots
with severe turbulence, The battalion has conducted experiments
to determine suiltable methods for explosive preparation of landing
zoneg in the bamboo and elephant grass thickets which are common
throughout the area, On 27 December, a battalion size night combat
assault was successfully conducted into landing zines high on the
slopes of the mountains northeast of KONTUM without incident,

The last operational highlight for the year 1966 was a vigit,
on 28 December, by GENERAL HAROLD K. JOHNSON, Chief of Staff,
United States Army, to the field headquarters of the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion, During this vislt, the Chlef of Staff receilved
a briefing on the maintenances and ocperating procedures of this unit,
GENERAL JOHNSON concluded his visit by particlpating in a live=fire
demonstration aboard one of the "MINI-GUN" equipped gunships of the
battalion, '
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