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CHAPTER V
REFLECTIONS
"In memory's eye I can see them now -~ forming grimly fox
the attack, blue lipped, covered with sludge and mud, chilled
by the wind and rain of the foxhole, driving home to their
objective, and to the judgment seat of God, I do not know the
dignity of their birth, but I do know the glory of their death."
These words by GENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR, spoken on
14 July 1935, ring true today., Three decades later, and in
another strange part of the world, Americans answer the call,
The methods of warfare have changed, but the saocrifices, hard-
ships, and the many faces of death remain the eame,
During this first year of combat operations, the "VAGABONDS
OF VIETNAM" have traced an odyssey the length and width of Vietnan,
The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has a record second to none,
The feats of our avlation crews are legendary among ground troops
we support, Our successful operations, and contributions toward
the effort to stem the riging tide of Communism have not been with-
out cost, Our aviators and enlisted crew members have been called
upon to perform meny acts requlrlng courage, and valor above and
beyond the call of duty. Many have never returned, They have given
their lives fighting for the principles for which we stand,
It is with humllity that we dedicate this chapter to our fallen
comrades., In our fuﬁure endesavors, let us be ever mindful of these

men, and the principles for which they gave their all,
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HONOR ‘ROLL - 1966

SGT CHARLES R, WILLIAMS
ILT LEON D. FLANDERS

PVT G, W, WHITAKER

MAJ FRANK J. GUNDAKER
SP5 ERNEST M. SHUMAN, JR.
SP4 DONALD D, WALLACE
PFC RONALD J. RUSSELL
ILT WILLIAM R, BEASLEY
PFC LAWRENCE WILLIAMS, JR.
CPT HARRY T. WHETZEL

C{O ROBERT F. CHAMBERLAIN
SP5 ROBERT W, GILLIAM
SP4 JOHNNY L. NEAL

PFC GARY B, FLABBI

CPT JOHN J. LIVINGSTON
WO TERRENCE M, ROONEY
SGT MAYNARD J. HUMES

SCT HENRY T. LEONARD

SP4 LOREN S, REEVES

WO DANIEL A, SULANDER

WO DONALD D, HARRISON
SP4 WILLIAM T, BODZICK
Sp4 LEE J. BOUDREAUK, JR.
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AWARDS FOR VALOR

In a wnit that is as heavlly involved in combat operations
&s .s The 10th Combat Avlation Battalion, wvalor is a relative
thing, Daily, our aviators are faced with dangers that are more
real and deadly then one could ever imagine in a peacetime slitw
uation, Combat assaults under enemy fire are commonplace; gurn.
strikes against heavily defended positions are almost a matter
of routine; and emergency extractions of surroundsad patrols are
an unpleasantly recurring faot of life, Yet, out of the wvast
potpourrl of heroic actions experienced by members of the 10th
Combat Aviatlion Battalion, we have those individuals whose ine
trepid gallantry is so conspicuous as to single thsm out for
speclal recognitlion, The following synopsis of awards for ecale
endar year 1966 discloses those individuals in the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion who so exemplified the type of heroism common
to the "VAGABONDS OF VIETNAM®:
3 January - CAPTAIN JOHN R, JENES, 05307351, and CAPTAIN LA RUE
R, BOSENGRANT, 5312474, 48th Assault Hellcopter Company, wers
awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for making an emergency
extraction of a trapped reconnaissance patrol near PHAN RANG,
They defled heavy enemy automatic weapons fire to make the rescue,
10 January - FIRST LIEUTENANT VICTOR L, DONNEL, 098409, 48th
Assault Helilcoptsr Company, was recommended for the Silver Star
and CAPTAIN ROBERT J. FRAZIER JR., 084709, also of the 48th, was
recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross for rescuing a five
nan Amerigan patrol thst was surrounded by an estimated 100 Viet

Cong, While braving heavy enemy fire, they extracted the men from
a tiny plckeup zons snd carried them to safety.
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12 January - WARBANT OFFICER DAVID L, GREEN JR., W315227, 1l7th
Aszezult Hellcopter Company was awarded the Distingulshed Flying
Cross for resculng the lone survivor of a helicopter that crashed
la the ocean, He lowered his helicopter until the gkilds ware
ectnzlly below the surface of the choppy water, allawing the in-
Jured man to crewl on the skid, He then skillfully dragged the
cagually through the weter to zafety,

25 January - FIEST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M, WILSON, 05320415, 1%5th
Alrlift Platoon was rsocommended for the award of the Distinguighed
Flrinz Cross for braving enemy fire to rescue two American nsoldiers
who had hesen trapped by the Viet Cong,

28 January - MAJOR KEVIN E, MURPHY, 04021336, and CHIEF WARRANT
CFFICER BROBERT A. JOHNSON, W3430291, 1A5th Airlift Platoon, were
rscommendad Ioxr the awexd of the Disgtinguished Flying Cross for
extracting o five man reconnaigsance team that was surrounded by
a Viet Cong platoen, :

29 January - FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A, JACKSON, 05320239, and
SECOND LIEUTENANT BICHARD R. BOUCK, 05710611, 145th Airlift Pla.
toon were ressommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross for resculng a single surviver of a Speolal Foreces patrol
who wes surrounded by & Viet Cong foree that was rapidly closing
in on him, ’

29 January - MAJOR KEVIN E, MURPHY, 04021336, CAPTAIN JOEN W, )
GREEN, IIX, 05412896, FIRST LIEUTENANT JUNICHI E. YAHIRO, 05406165,
FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A, JACKSON, 05320329, FIRST LIEUTENANT
RICHARD R, BOUCK, 05710611, FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWARD O, LEACH,
05914828, FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M, WILSON, 03320415, and CHIEF
WARRANT QOFFICER ROBERT A, JOENSON, W3430291, 145th Airlift Platoon,
were awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross. These men were flying
Tour utility helicopters that extracted twenty one Americans who
had become surrounded by a vastly superlor force of Viet Cong. The
rescue wculd not have besn possible, however, without the zssist-
ance of two gunships that poured deadly suppressive fire on the
eneny positlions, These two gunships were plloted by the following

. @men who were also awerded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their
actions: CAPTAIN JOE B, THURSTON JR., 091708, CAPTAIN DAVID E,
HURD, 05405408, FIRST LIEUTENANT FRANK L. MACPHERSON, 05318531,

and CHIEF WARBANT OFFICER GARY D, MARTIN, W3200381,

30 Janvary - MAJOR CURTIS L, GARRETT JR., 01890237, snd WARRANT
CFFICER DAVID SFURGEON, W3132755, 117th Assault Hellicopter Cocumpany,
were swarded the Distingulzshed Plying Croszs for making two emer.
gency medical evacuatlons et night through deadly enemy fire,
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3 February - FIRST LIEUTENANT KENNETH B, MCLAUGHLIN, 05220501,
129th Assault Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross for skilllfully crash landing his aircraft in the
Jungle after experiencing a sudden loss of power, The landing
was accoumplished with no injuries to the crew and only minor
damage to the helicopter,

7 February - CAPTAIN DONALD R, KELSEY, 05307234, and CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER BENJAMIN F., WILSON, 48th Assault Helioopter Company, were
recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for
providing cover for a ship carrying an emergency re-supply of
ammunition to an American force under enemy fire, the pilots of

he UH-1D carrying the ammunition, MAJOR RALPH W, BROMAN, 078242,
and FIRST LIEUTENANT PAUL SILVERBERGER, were also recommended for
the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for their courageous
action,

8 February - CAPTAIN REX S, SAINDON, 05700172, 117th Assault Helil-
copter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for
saving the crew of a crashed helicopter just off.shore at TUY HOA,
Although the updrafts and other turbulence made the approach almost
impossible, CAPTAIN SAINDON skillfully touched down on a boulder
and evacuated all personnel,

1l February - CAPTAIN JOHN B, DAHILL, 086039, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
LOUIS L, SEXAUER, 05321131, 145th Airlift Platoon, were awarded
the Dlstinguished Flying Cross for plloting a gunship in support
of a Vietnamese combat mission near TAN TRU, They poured a devase
tating volume of fire on a Viet Cong force that was trapped by the
Vietramese troops. :

28 February - WARRANT OFFICER HOYE D. TTBEETTS, W3152348, 129th
agssault Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for leading two armed helicopters supporting a combat assault
near TUY EOCA, He coordinated, led and directed close air support
against the insurgent pogsitions, all the while receilving intense
hostlle ground fire.

L Mareh - MAJOR LAVERE W, BINDRUP, OF103657, and CAPTAIN VINCENT
G. RIPOLL, 02309987, of the 48th Assault Hellcopter Company, were
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for a night enmergency mned.
1cal evacuatlon of two wounded Americans while under fire,

L Merch - CAPTAIN JO44 H, S0YSEN, 085919, end WARRANT OFFICER

MERLE J, ARNOLD, W3152313, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, were
ewarced the Digctingulghed Flying Cross for each flying a helicopter
loaded with emergency gupplies to a unit that had been surroundsd
asar TUY HO0A. After approaching the landing zone through nurdercus
snemy fire, the two ships succeeded in dellivering their precilous
COrE0,.
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6 March - CAPTAIN JOSEPH C. GROSS III, OFl05635, 129th Assaul®
Hellcopter Compsany, was awerded the Distinguished Flying Cross

for leading a flight of three utility helicopters during e visal
re-supply misslon near TUY HOA, Although his flight was contine
velly expesed to intenslve hostile fire, CAPTAIN GROSS unerringly
led his three ships in a cuscessful re-supply of the friendly forcesg,

9 March - MAJOR LAVERE W, BINDRUP, OF103657, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
WINDELL V., GREEN, 05406175, 48th Assault Helilcopter Company, were
awarded tne Dlztingulshed Flying Cross for making a successful
emergency landing after their ship was raked by enemy fire, saving
the ship from destruction and the orew from almost certain injury.

12 March -~ MAJOR RALPH W, BROMAN, 078242, 48th Asseult Helicopter
Company, was ewarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for leading a
major night assault 1n the viecinity of TUY HOA. Although the vigs
i1bllity was poor end the landing zone glmost impossible to discern
in the darkness, MAJOR BROMAN successfully led his flight through a
hail of autometic weepons fire,

2l March - MAJCR AUGUSTUS L, SHEIDER JR,, 082237, CAPTAIN REX E.
SATNDON, 05700172, and CAPTAIN KENNETH W. SCHERZ, OF105820, 117th
Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Plying
Cross for making repeated re=supplies of critically neaded smmuni-
tlon to a beleagured Americen force near TUY HOA, Although exposed
to viclous enemy fire, with the added difficulty of darkness to
hinder them, the nission was completed,

27 March - FIRST LIEUTENANT FREDDIE J. USSERY, 05318284, 129th
Assault Helicopter Company, was recommended for the award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross for delivering a critically needed re-
supply of ammunition and other critical cargo through heavy fire to
an assault force near TUY HOA, ,

28 March - CWO DAVID P, DAVIS, W3151827, and CWO GEORGE M. DENT,

9520546, 129th Assauli Hellcpber Company, were awarded the Disting-
uished Flylng Cross for the extraction of a trapped LRRP Team neer
TUY HOA, Whlile CWO DENT'!s pickup ship braved the enemy bullets %o
make the plckup, CWO DAVIS'!s gunship poured deadly suppressive fire
on the enemy positicns,

30 March - MAJOR RONALD H, MERRITT, OF1l0C428, and CAPTAIN HARRY T,
WHETZEL, 02293301, 129%th Agsault Helloopter Company, were awarded
the Distingulsked Flying Cross for the extraction of a raconnglsg.-
ance patrol undexr exbyemely heavy [ire near TUY HQA, Directing
guppressive machine gun fire on the enemy position, they acscomplished
the mlission,
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1 April - CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 05307234, 48th Asgault
Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
for a medical evacuation near QUI NHON, In order to allow the
"Dust Off*" ship to meke the rescue, CAPTAIN KELSEY rlaced his
ship between the enemy positions and the rescue ship, drawing
&ll cof the enemy fire,

3 Aprll - WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD N, BLUNT, W1352780, WARRANT
OFFICER GERALD W, RAGLAND, W2216065, and PFC GLEN A, SCHNEIDER,
RA 16825711, 117th Asseult Heliocopter Company, were awarded the
Distingulshed Flying Cross for flying continuously for ten hours
in support of a combat operation near TUY HOA, Their ship contine-
uously defied heavy enemy fire to deliver anmunition and medical
supplies, and to make many mesdical evacuations,

3 April - CAPTAIN RICHARD D, AKRE, 05704107, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
HOMER J, JORDAN, 05318362, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing gun cover for
an UH=-1D attempting an emergency extraction of a small patrol near
DONG TRE, These two pilotswnleashed a torrent of deadly fire at the
enemy, allowing the pickup ship to make a successful extraction,

3 Aprll - MAJOR RONALD H, MERRITT, OF100428, 129th Assault Heli-
copter Company was recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross
for extracting three members of a reconnaissance patrol who were
escaplng from a Viet Cong force. Without the aid of gunships,

MAJOR MERRITT bravely picked up the trio and flew them to safety.

4 April - CAPTAIN HARRY T, WHETZEL, 02293801, CWO WALTER L, PFISHER,
W3150265, and CWO ROLF E. SCHOELKOPF, W3151736, 129th Assault Helji-
copter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for es-
corting an unarmed helicopter to extract a LRRP near TUY HOA, When
the UH-1D was hit by hostile fire and crashed, the gun crew immed-
lately Jjettisoned their rocket pods and went to the rescue, picking
up the stranded troops and flying the heavily loaded aireraft to
safety,

6 April - CAPTAIN JOHN H, BOYSEN, 085919, 129th Assault Helicopter
Company, was recommended for the award of the Distingulished Flying ‘
Cross for flying more than ten hours in continuous support of combat
operatlons near TUY HOA, Although his aircraft was under intenge

fire during the entire time, he successfully accomplished his missic |

21 Aprll - MAJOR HARRY J, ZELIMER, 01935738, and MAJOR AUGUSTUS L,
SHEIDER JR., 082237, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for Janding a reconnaissance team
near PHAN THIET, They flew to the selected landing zone only to he
met by heavy autcomatic weapons fire, They placed suppresslive fire on
the enemy positions and inserted the reconnaissence team in an ale
ternate landing zone, -
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24 April - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OF103657, 48th Assault Heliw
copter Company, was awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for
findlng and gulding a lost hellcopter to safety, MAJOR BRINDRUP
Tflew at tree top level over the enemy infested territory, losuted
the lost ship, and led 1t %o safety,

18 May - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THOMAS J, SCHAUMBERG, W3208555,

and WARRANT JOHN W, HUDSON, 129th Assault Hellcopter Company, wars
recommended for the Distingulshed Flying Cross for extracting an
LRRP Team that was engaged in a bitter fire fight with a supericr
Viet Cong vorce, Without eny gunship support, these pilots landed
in a small jJjungle clearing, touched one skid to the steep slope,
and picked up the patrol,

2 June - CAPTAIN LLOYD A, SCHMID, 02284767, and CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER ROSS E, MARKLE, W3200530, of the héth Assault Helicoptex
Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing
gun oover for heliccpters re-supplylng a friendly Vietnawese force
that was 1n danger of being overrun, By placling accurate supDIL G-
ive fire on the well armed enemy, these two pillots allowed the
successful rew~supply of the embattled Vietnamese,

J June - CAPTAIN RICHARD D, AKRE, 05704170, FIRST LIEUTENANT

HOMER R, JORDON, 05318362, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD R, HERBER,
W2215844, and WARRANT OFFICER EDWIN R; CONSTANT, W3152516, 1ll7th
Asgault Hellcopter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for ailding a Vietnamese unit engaged in a bitter fire fight
with an estimated regiment of Viet Cong near DAK TO, Although their
gunships received multiple hits, and several crewmembers were in-
Jured, they poured a devastating amount of fire on the enemy,

7 June = On this date, a large Viet Cong force suddenly attempted
to overrun an artillery position near DAK TO, The Commanding Gen-
eral of the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division, and his staff
were visiting the artillery positions at the time, His command =nd
control helicopter was alrborne, cirocling the area when the vicious
attack commenced., The crew of the ship was composed of CAPTAIN
JAMES F, PRICE, 05515117, A/C, CWO GEORGE A, WECKERLE, W2214352,
STAFF SERGEANT ALLEN L, RUSSELL, RA55658190, and SPECIALIST FIVE
ORVILLE L, STOVER, RA 19781824, of the 48th Assault Helicopter
Company, They flew right into the midst of the battle, with ths
crew chief and gunner pouring fire at the enemy, The pilots rerm.
uver#d thelr ship %o try and dlsrupt the enemy attack, Theass FTour
men received thz2 Distingulshed Flying Cross, After the attack
commenced, Joker gunshlps rushed to the scene, They dirscted an
enormous volume of fire at the attackers, and infilcted major
casualties on the ensmy, The two crews wers composed of CAPTAIN
DONALD R. XELSEY, 25307234, CHIEF WABRANT OFFICER DOMINIC L,
GUCCIONE, STAFF SERGEANT ROBERT E, SHANNON, RA15556582, SPECIALIST
FIVE ALOIS MUELLER, SPECIALIST FOUR BOBBY R, HAMBY, and PRIVATE
FIRST CLASS FIOYD E. GREER, US 54364461, also of the 48th Azsault
Helicopter Company, Thege men were all recommended for the award
of the Distinguicshed Flying Crosst.8
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13 June - CAPTAIN MORRIS R, STEENSON, 05310067, and CAPTAIN JAMES

F, PRICE, 48th Agsanlt Hellcopter Company, were recommended for

vhe Distingulshed Flying Crogss for actions whlle on a search and
degtroy mission near DAK TO, After discovering a slzeable Viet Cong
force in the Jungle, they launched an attack on the enemy, Although
their ship was kit four times, they perslsted in their attack and
1led rainforcaments o the area,

13 June = WARRANT OFFICER BICHARD J, FEDOROWICZ, W3153592, ani
WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD R, IZOLD, W3152908, 117th Assault Heli.
copter Company were awerdsd the Distingulshed Flying Cross for
locating and extracting a Special Forces Team that was trying to
excape from a Viet Cong Torce near POLEI KLENG, With their machine
guns firing, and a gunship providing deadly close-in fire surport,
the rescune was made, The gunship pilots, FIRST LIBUTENANT LARRY A,
JEFFERIES, 05709520, and CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD O. CROOKS,
W2215624, 117th Assanlt Helicopter Company, were also awarded ke
Dlstlinguished Flying Croszs for thelr courageous actions.

14 June - CAPTAIN JAMES A. MC CRACKEN, 05301776, was recommendad
for the Distinguished Plyirg Cross for providing gun cover for a

UH«1lD attempting vo locate & six man reconnalssance patrol, CAPTAIN

MC CRACKEN placed deedly fire on the enemy forces and drew tha
hostile fire away from the rassone ship, insuring the success cf the
mlszlon, CAPTAIN MC CRACKEN wzs a member of the 129th A, E. C.

15 Junes - CAPTAIN FRANCIS J, RODDY, 05404368, 117th Assault Heli.
copter Company was awardsd the Distingulshed Flying Cross for ex-
tracting an LBRP Tean that was in heavy contact with the enemy.
CAPTAIN RCDDY defied viclous enemy fire and rescued the six uman
patrcl,

17 June - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER CECIL ¢, GIBSON, W3151023, 129th
Asgault Hellcopier Company was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cress for vroviding cover for a UH=1D that was to extract a be-
Sleged reconaalssance patrsl, Arriving at the pickup site before
the rzsciue ghip, he ilmxedlebely launched heavy gun runs on the

enemy positlon, inylicting many casualtles, He then escortsd the
regecue ghlp into the pickup zZone, where the extraction was made,

18 June - MAJCR CARL R, JONES, 02266308, 48th Assault Helicopter
Company, was aswarcsi the Disztingulshed Flying Cross for flying a
UH.1B armed k+iizopbsr in support of a combat agssaunlt near DAK TO,
When the assavl' ships came under heavy fire, MAJOR JONES esztabe
lished a fiz cn Tho sneny, Tearlessly attacked their positions, and
allowsd the avamilis to continue,

16 Juvly - MAJOR RICHARD 7. CLINE, 04030723, and CAPTAIN RICHARD &,
CHAPMAN JR., 22297601, 12%th Assault Helicopter Company, wer=
ewarded the Distlingulshed Flying Cross for rescuing a badly oube
mimbered Speclal Forces Teum nsar DAK T0, Although receiving heavy
hostile fire, they gkillifully mede the pilckup of the team,
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26 July - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR, 066246, 48th Assault Heli-
copver Company, was recommended for the Distinguilshed Flying Cross
for flying a UH-1lD in support of combat operations near TUY HOA,
After receiving a call stating that two injured men wers siranded
in a minefield, MAJOR ROPER unhesitatingly flew to the minsfield,
hovered his ship only lnches off the ground, and rescued the ine
Jured men,

8 August - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HARRISON was awardsd

the Silver Star and LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANK R, WILSON was re-
commended for the same honor, On this date, while flylng a comazvd
and control helicopter during the conduct of a major combat az:asult
near TUY HOA, they recelved word that an American patrol had cap.
tured an important prisoner, They promptly flew to the patrol,

which was in a bltter fire fight., Bravely defying the heavy enciy
flre, they land=d in ®the piokup zone, Since the area was g0 &0
fined, three woluniecrs had to stay behind to allow a sucocegsful
talkcolf, After departing the area through a hail of bullets, LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL HARRISON and LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILSON delivered the
valuable prisoner %o an interrogation team., They then returned to
the patrol!s locations to pick up the men who had stayed behind,

One of these volunteers was MAJOR FRANCIS D, BETTINGER, 085481, who
was also recommended for the award of the Silver Star, After depart-
ing the helicopter, MAJOR BETTINGER immediately took his trio to
reinforce the patrol. They became engaged in a fire fight with the
enemy forces, When gunships approached the position, MAJOR BETTINGER
directed their fire to the enemy strongholds, With the aid of the
command and control ship, MAJOR BETTINGER and the trapped force were _
rescued from alnost certain annihilation,

13 August - FIRST LIEUTENANT WHITNEY I, YOUNG,JR,, 05323085, 48th
Aggault Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for extracting an ILBRRP Team near DONG TRE, Without the aid

of any gunships, LIEUTENANT YOUNG flew right through the enemy fire
to the site of the trapped tszam, calmly holding the ship on the
ground until the team had boarded. He then flew through still more
hogtile fire to safety, '

‘14 August - CAPTAIN LOUIS T. COX JR., 04031385, and WARRANT OFFICER
RICHARD P, TAYLOR, 48th Assault Hellcopter Company, were awarded
the Distingulshed Flying Cross for exfiltrating an LRRP Team near
MY CANH, Because of the nature of the terrain, only two men z% a
time could be 1ifted out, These pllots made three trips intoc =a
diffleonlt pickup zZcna under enemy fire to effect this rescue,

17 Aguugt - WARRANT CFFICER STERLING J, ESSENMACHER, W315304%,
281st Assault Helicopter Couwpany, was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross for meiing an smmunitibh ressupply ' into a Vistnanoro
force that was under hasavy sisge. Although under intense fiye, Lo

delivered the precicus ammunition,
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18 August - MAJOR C4RL R, JONES, 02266308, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER
DOMINICK L, GUCCOINE, W3150624, 48th Assault Helicopter Company,
were awarded thes Distinguished Flying Cross for providing cover

for a rescue hellcopter that was attempting to rescue an LREP Team
near TUY HOA, The UH.1D pickup ship wes flown by CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER THOMAS R, RAULSCN, W315109£, who was &lso ewarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroism. While his ship epprosche
ed the landing site with its machine guns blazing, the gunship
poured a steady btarrage of fire on the ensmy positions, paving the
way for the suscsssful rescus of the patrol.

19 August - CAPTAIN PAUL R. LALUMIERE JR., 05405855, and CHIEF
WARRANT OFFICER ARCHIE A, HARRELL, W3150783, 48th Assault Heliw
copter Company, werse recommended for the award of the Distinguished
Flylng Crcss for resculng an LRRP Team that had been ambushed nesar
DONG TRE. By flying through heavy automatic weapons fire, and direct-
ing their machine gun fire at ths enemy rositions, these brave

Pllots made a daring rescue of the patrol,

19 Aungust - CAPTAIN JAMES A. WARREN, OF103068, WARBANT OFFICER
DANIEL A, SULANDER, and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM G, FOX,
RA16798760, were resvimmended for the sward of the Distinguished
Flying Cross for exfiltrating an LBRP Team in PHOUC LONG Province,
By skilifully low lsveling into the area, and bringing heavy fire
on the eneny positlons, the regcue was completed,

20 August - CAPTAIN JAMES I, MCDOWELL, 090269, and CAPTAIN LAWRENCE
E, PRAVECEK, 0551%299, 485th Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distlinguished Flying Cross for exfiltrating a reconnalssance
team from the jungle neser DONG TRE., Although under fire from a

force that had lain in ambush, they tock the enemy force under fire
and succeszfully resgocued the team,

2l August - On this day, thrss gunships and three unarmed ships
from the 281lst Asgault Helicopter Coumpany wers called to extrast

& raconnalssanc® patrol naar PHOUC LONG Province, These crews ware
compoged of the following men: CAPTAIN THOMAS P, BUCKLEY, 05320552,
WABRRANT OFFICER RONAID O, GADDIS, W3152955, SERGEANT WILLIAM C.
CARTER, HALY832093, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LAWRENCE WILLIAMS JR,,

RA 18723297, MAJOR CURTIS GARERETT, 01850237, MAJOR REINO O, OKSA,
071350, SPECIALIST FCURTH CLASS BENNIE J, GOINS, BA 14909098,
PRIVATE FIBST CLA&SS RICHARD T. COCPER, RA 554504064, CAPTAIN GENE
THOMAS STOCEWELL, 05320235, WARRANT OFFICER DANIEL A, SULANDER,
W3152392, SPECIALIST £IFTH CLASS XERSHEL CROSBY, RA 14882153,
SPECTALIST POURTH CLASS JOSEPH L, TUBNER, R& 128086896, CARPTAIN
LYNN F, COLEMAN, 283432, PIRST LIEUTENANT FEED B, PHILLIPS JR,
05720714, SERGEANT JAMES W, COFF, BA 1382086Y%, SPECIALIST FIFTH
CLASS FARRYL H. DAVIS, RA 17675187, CAPTAIN JAMES G, GOOD, 05309467,
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FIBST.LIEUTENANT JOHN J, HYATT, 05416591, SPECIALIST FOURTH
CLASS ROBEBRT J., LONG, RA 19780623, PFC WILLIAM S, PERBEN, RA

- 14874918, end WARRANT OFFICER BONALD G, PALASCAK, W3152746,

WARBANT OFFICER GARY D, O?CONNER, W3152918, SPECIALIST FOURTH
CLASS RONNIE B, LINCH, US 5338529%, SPECIALIST FOQUBTH CLASS
RONALD R, SCHWARTZ, US 52618317, As the flight neared the piock-
Up zone, it came under murdercus enemy firs, The six ship:
poured an enormous volume of murderous fire on the enemy, but
their resistance was still gtrong. As the firast rescue ship went
into the pickup zone i recelved heavy fire and was shot down,
As the gunships continued to deliver their deadly suppressive
fire, the two rémaining slicks menaged to land and Pick up both
the patrol and the crew of the downed helicopter, All twenty
four men were recommended for the eward of the Distinquished
Flying Cross,

21 Angust - MAJOR ALVERADO F, KYSAR JR,, 083656, and CAPTAIN
IVAN G, SWIFT, 02297583, Headquartsrs and Headquarters Company,
10th Combat Aviaticn Battallon and 48¢th Asssult Helicopter Com.
pany respectively wers awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
for making an smergsnoy medical evasuation nsar TUY HOA, Ancther
ship that had attempted the Plckup had been damaged by intense
fire and had to abandon the miszlcn,

2 September = CAPTAIN GEORGE E, DAY, 087081, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
WHITNEY L, YOUNG, 05323083, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the award of the Distinguighed Flying Cross for
extracting a recormsissance team that had been surrounded by a
superior énemy force, Defying intenss ensmy fire, the two effected
a daring rescue of the six man tean,

4 September - CAPTAIN WILLIAM J, BRENDEL, 084948, and FIRST LIEU-
TENANT GENE T, STOCKWELL, 05320239, 281st Asssult Hellcopter
Company, were rscommended for the award of the Distingulshed Flying
Cross for flying individual UE=1D helicopters involved in an ex-
traction of a Special Forces LREP Team, Defying heavy enemy fire,
the two ships succeeded in neking the rescus,

12 September ~ The following four members of the 48th Asssult
Hellcopter Company were reccmmendsd for the eward of the Distine
gulshed Flying Crnzs for regeulng & reconnaissance slement that

Wasg surrounded by & superior Viet Cong force near TUY HOA, MAJOR
JOEL J, WILLIAMS, 047532, MATOR ROBERT L, YOUNG, ¢77243, SPECIALIST
FOURTH CLASS DON J, XUHL, BA 19349673, and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS
RCBERT W. KLINE, R4 16335220, Afney approaching the ayea through s
rainy end owversast night, the aircrafi wasg met by & haill of bullets
as 1t approached tiae pilokup zore, With the srew chief and gunnar
pouring devastating fire on ths sneny positlons, the two pillots ex-
ecuted the resous withoud lnjuries or damage o ths helicopter,
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17 September - FIRST LIEUTENANT STEVEN B, DODGE, 05013874, and
FIRST LIEUTENANT THOMAS M, WALLACE, 05711218, 129th Assault Heli-
copter Company, were recommended for the award cf the Distinguished
Flying Cross for rescusing a "HAWK" team that haed recently been
inserted near TUY AN, The pilots had to navigate through overcast
weather using a combination of iime, distance and heading. The two
Pilots exzecuted a perfect approach to a small landing zone in the
Viet Cong infested arsa and completed the rescue,

28 September - CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON, OF100878, and CAPTAIN
BRUCE J, DUBOV, 095011, 117th Assault Hellcopter Company, were
awardsd the Distinguished Flying Cross for making a night emer.
gency exiraction of a recomnaissance patrol near TUY AN, The
patrol was being pursued by a superior Viet Cong force, Although
the sky was filled with tracers, they made their approach to a
penlight in the small landing zone, touched one skid to the ground,
Tapldly loaded the patrel aboard, and flew them to safety,

7 _October - CAPTAIN HARRY T, WHETZEL, 02293801, CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER ROBERT F, CHAMBERLAIN, W3152395, SPECIALIST FIFTE CLASS
ROBERT W. GILLIAM, RA 19798594, and PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOHNNY L,
NEAL, US 55812782, 12Gth Assault Hellcopter Compeny, were post
humously awarded the Digtingulshed Flying Cross for their actions
in supporting a Vietnamese company during a mission to secure a
train near DCNG BA THIN, When the train came under attack by an eg-
timated platoon of Viet Cong, the brave craw immediately responded.
Upon completing a strafing run, the aircraft was suddenly hit by
intense ground fire, and crached, killing =81l occupants,

20 October - CAPTAIN STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874, and WARRANT OFF1CER
CARYL DCHERTY JR., W3152947, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for
extracting an LRRP Team near DONG TRE, As they apprcached the site
of the insertion, they were met by intense enemy fire, At this
moment, a gunship piloted by WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM L, SMITH,
W3153960, ceme on the scene, He placed his ship between the UH-1D
and the enemy positiona so as to protect the rescue ship. As both
ships epproached the piskup zone, the gunship wasz able to loose a
devastating stream of fire on the eneny pesiticns, allowing the
plckup to take place, WARRANT OFFICER SMITH wag also recormmended “or
the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.

-

8 November - CAPTAIN CHARLES 8. SIMERLY, OF109296, WARRANT OFFICER
BICHARD J, MEYER, W3154218, SPECTALIST FIFTH CLASS MERLE W, MEARS,
RA 13832086, and STAFF SERGEANT SIDNEY M, CHATMAN, RA 17548300,
129¢h Assault Helicenter Cumpeny, were reccumended for the award of
the Digtinguishel Fiying Cress for extracting a beleaguered seven
man LRRP Tzem nesar DONG TRE, Although under an intenge volume of
fire whlle loading the wounded, the craw accurately returred the
fire and picked up the patrol and flew them to safety,

Volk




11l November - CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON, OFl00878, was pcst-
umously awarded the Silver Star, and WARRANT OFFICER TERRENCE M,
ROONEY, W3152825, SERGEANT MAYNARD J, HUMES, RA 16727170, and
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LOREN 8. REEVES, US 55838313, 117th Assault
Hellcopter Company, were all posthumously awarded the Distingulshed
Flying Cross for crewing an armed UH-1B hellcopter providing gun
cover for a combat mission near PLEI DJERENG, During the battle,
thls fearless crew volunteered to fly a dlrect assault on a well
entrenched heavy machine gun position, As they attacked the position,
they receilved numerous hits, and although CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON
attempted to land the alrcraft in a small clearing, it crashed in
the jungle, killing the entire crew.

11 November - WARRANT OFFICER FLETCHER S. STITZLE, W1353072, was
awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for flying in pursuit of
two enemy soldiers fleeing a battle area near TUY HOA, Although
the target of automatic weapons fire, WARRANT OFFICER STITZLE
landed his alroraft while his passengers initlated a search for a
suspected Viet Cong hideout,

30 November - PIRST LIEUTENANT EDWEN S. BRAGUE, 05623617, 125th
Assault Helioopter Company, was awarded the Distingulshed Flying
Cross for simulating an extraction of a reconnaissance alement
to enable the patrol to regain its clandestine status, When he
arrived over the patrol's locatlon, he immediately began drawing
enemy fire, After skillfully deceiving the enemy and pretending
to load the patrol, he called in artillery fire on the enemny
posltion and remained in the area until it had been destroyed,

2 December - WARRANT OFFICER DANIEL A, SULANDER, W3152892, WARRANT
OFFICER DONALD D, HARRISON, W1354175, SPECIALIST FOURTE CLASS LEE
J. BOUDREAUX, JR., and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM T, BODZICK,
Us 55826395, 28lst Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended
for the posthumous award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for ex=
traction of a Special Forces team that was under heavy fire, Al-
though no gunship cover was available, the brave crew initiated
thelr approach through the intense enemy fire, As the hellcopter
attempted to depart the area with the patrol aboard, it received
numerous hits. Although the pilots bravely tried to control the
crippled alrcraft, i1t crashed, killing the entire crew,

23 December - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR., 066246, Headguarters and
Headquarters Company, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross and MAJOR ALVERADO F, KYSAR JR.,
083656, also of Headquarters and Headquarters Compeny, wWas rew
commended for the same honor for supporting a major combat assaultb
near POLEI KLENG, As a flight of helicopters departed one of the
pickup zones, one of the ships lost power and crashed, MAJOR ROPER
and MAJOR KYSAR were immediately on the scene, calling rescue ships
to the area and directing friendly fire on known enemy positiong,
Thelir polse and bravery allowed the crew of the fallen helicopter
to be successfully rescued and flown to safety,
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23 December - MAJOR HERSCHELL B, STEPHENS, 02269631, 117th Assault
Hellocopter Company was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for
flying a UH=-1D in search of & C~130 transport that had crashed
near TUY HOA, After locating the downed ship, MAJOR STEPHENS,
although wounded in the foot, bravely continued the mission until
he was sure there were no survivors,

23 December . WABRANT OFFICER MICHAEL R. SMITH, W3153959, 129th
Assault Hellcopter Company, was recommended for the Distinguished
Flying Cross for rescuing the orew of a ship that had crashed near
KONTUM. Although he had to literally ochop his wey through the
heavy Jjungle canopy with his rotor blades to get to his stricken
comrades, he courageously and skillfully effected the rescue of the
entire crew,

27 December - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L, HARRISON, 065760,
Commanding Offloer, 10th Combat Aviation Battallion, was recommended
for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for actions during
the largest night combat assault ever attempted in the Republic of
Vietnam,” LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARRISON braved heavy enemy fire as he
unhesitatingly led the flight through the darkness, His navigation
was perfeot, as all landing zones were assaulted precisely on
schedule,’ despite the severe turbulence and gusty winds in the
preoclipltous, Jungle covered mountains,
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