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HERAIDRY

: Description of Unit Crest

The "Scldiers of the Sky" cv:ict approved by the Institute of Heraldry,
United States Army, and suthorized for wear by members of this unit,
cansists of a gold colored metal end enamel insignia 1} inches in height.
The campanents are 2 blue annulate surmounted by a pair of gold wings
with a black belt barbed and flightsd with gold. Beneath the basic

insignia und e¢ressing over the bolt is a gold scroil inseribed with

"Soldiers of the Sky" in black letters.

SYMBOLISM
Ths wﬁngs rerresent the evietion function of the battalicn; The balt
2lss rererred 4o as a "gusrd™ is an arrow used with the cross bow and
represents the militery personnel tramsported by the battalion. The
anauiste, symboel of fidelity, refers to faithfulness to duty. The bolt
and annulate also suggest the characters cne and zero which corresponds

to tha battalion's numerical designation.




UNIT
HQ, 10TH ABC

HQ & HQ Co, 10TH AEC
130TH MED DET O/A
339TH AVN DET (DIV)

CRCAIIZATIONAL CEART
Dong Ba Thin, RVN

Dong Eo Thin, RVN

_ Dong Ba Thin, RVN

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

APO
96377
96377
96377
96377

48TH AVIATION COMPANY
(ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

286TH MED DET 0/A

Ninh Hoa, RVN

. Ninh Hoa, RVHN

G620

96240

92ND AVIATION COMPANY
(45SAULT HELICOPTER)

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

96377

155TH AVILTION COMPIMY
(ASSAULT HELICOFTER)

8TH MED DET O/4

Ban Me Thuot, RVN

Ben Me Thuot, RVK

96297

96297

192ND LVIATION COMPANY
(ASSLULT HELICCPTER)

198TK MED DET
363RD LVN DET (DIV)

Phen Thiet, RVN
Fhan Thiet, RWM
Phan Thiet, RVK

96317
96317
96317

243RD AVILTION COMPANY
(£SSLULT SUFPORT
HEELICOPTER)

Dong Bz Thin, RVN

96377

2818T ;VI.TION COMBANY
(#SSAULT HELICOFTER)

Nhe Trang, RVN

96240




Company wus assigned to the 10th Dattalion and wes promptly placed in
direct support of the 3rd Dattalion, 505th Infantry at Phan Thiet, 1
June 1958 brought the last transformation of the 10th Battulion as two
units were added ancd two reassigned, New units were the 48th Assault
Helicopter Company, which was given the primary mission of providing sup—
port for the 9th ROX Infantry Division at Ninh Hoa, and the 155th Asszult
Helicopter Compiny whose assets went to the 23rd ARVN Division, Special
Forces, .nd MiCV units cround the Ban Me Thout arez, Units depzrting the
Brttalion were the 1st Assault Helicopter Company and the 195th Assault
Support Helicopter Company., These units were reassigned to the 268th
Combat Aviation Battalion,

4s of 1 June 1948, the 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion was composed of

he following units and their supporting detachments: Headquarbérs and
Hexdquarters Compeny 2t Donz Ba Thin, the L8th .issault HelicoPtor Company
at Ninh Hoa, the 92nd issault Helicopter Company 2t Nong Ba Thin, the
155th .issault Heliconter Company at 3an Me Thout, the 192nd Assault Heldi-
copter Company at Phan Thiet, the 201st Assault Helicopter Company at
Nha Trong, and the Z43rd Assawlt Support Helicomter Company st Dong Da
Thin,

With the composition of the 10th Combat Avistion Dettalion expericne—
ing no chinges Zurine the rem:inder of 19468 and 211 of 1959, things began
to chinge in the Lotter hulf of 1970, On 13 linzust, the 197nd issault
Helicopter Compeny moved from 1Z Detty at Phan Thiet to Phan dang LD,
Fhan lxng, SV¥, On 15 October, the 153rd Recomnaissance Airplane Company
located at Dong Da Thin wis welcomed back to the 10th Combat Aviation

settarion from the 223rd Combat Aviation Bettalion. At the end of October
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the 281st Asscult Helicooter Gbmpany at Nhs Trang closcd out combat
operations in IVN in pren.rstion for deactivation, Deactivation ceremonies
were held on 1, December 1970 at Headguarters, 10th Combat Avistion
Bzttalion thws bringing to a close the "Intruder' service in RVN.

at the close of 1970, the 10th Combat iviation Battalion was composed
of the followins units and their supporting detachments: Headguarters
and Healjuarters Company ot Dong Da Thin, the 43th Assault Helicopter
Compzny .t Ninh Hou, the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company t Dong Dz Thin,
the 15Z%h Assoult Beliconter Company ot Don lie Thout, the 183rd Recon—
naissinee Alrplone Company 2t Dong D Thin, the 192nd lissault Helicontoer
Comz.omv Lt Phan Dang, -nd the 243rd Assault Support-Helicopter Company

ct Dong Ba Thin,

-~ - L

1.‘11: 1 the besineming of 2 é’? the 10th Combzt .ilv:La'b:.on Bdutallon bugm a
pFrioC of tremendous change, On 30 Jenuary 19731 the 155th Assault Heli-
copter Company commleted its inactivation lezwving Bon Me Thout without

aviction support, To fill the void ind provide the 23rd ARV Division
with neecdsd sir support a package of six (&) UH-1H and two (2) UH-iC
eireroft were scnt to Dan Me Tiiit from the 19°nc Assault Helicopter
Comyany. Thers they rem:ined ®titil 2§ WantiI971whon-on identidal package
from the 97nl Assawls Heliconter Compony -ssumed the mission. 4lso in
Junw.ry the A40th assaudt llelicorter Compuny was reassirmed to the 223rd
Combut Sviution Suott.lion =t Dong Ha, AVE 4o swoport the :RVH push into
Laios, *“Lom Son 7.%, In curly Februzry 1971 2 Troon 7th Squadron 17th
Ca%alry waos cttached to the 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion and wis moved
to T Janm u:.rb.;sc, WV, There primiry mission was to suort the 23rc

ARV Disvdision, The last week of Murch 1971 three urdts from the l1st

Tz Livision Airmobile were assigned to the 10th Combat .iviation
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Dettalion, They ﬁqrﬁlﬂ,hﬂ,L‘ﬂl:D-Cdmpinieé.of the 2278 Aviction Battulien,
C Company was sent to Finh Hoo to £il11 the role the LOth AHC left be-
hind, D and D company were both si:iioned at Dong Do Thin, On 17 July
1971 B/7274h was recssigned to the 258th Combut Avistion Battalion ang
movec to Tuy Hoa, RVH, During the month of dugust, the 243rd Assault
Support Helieopter Company, & August, and D/207th Akrizl Weapons Com—
2uny; L9 August were inzetivited, December brought the final changes
to the 10th Combat ‘viution Dattalion, On 1 December the 183rd Recon
neissence Airplane Compony was inactivated, also on 1 December the
9<nd issauld Felicopter Compuny began its deoctivetion and completed
on 31 December 1971, Also in December the 19°nd Asscult Helicopter
Company began its decctivation Procedures, With the close of 1971

the 10th Combet Sviation Dattalien consisted of the following units:
Hdeadguirters ond Headyurters Company 2t Dong Da Thin, %0th issault
Helicopter Company at liinh Hoa, 197n¢ issault Helicopter Company at
Dong Da Thin, and A/7/17 lir Cavalry Troop ut Phun Rang, With tho
coming of the new yeur 1977 the 10th Combot Aviation Dattslion will
end its long and glorious record as one Of the finest ‘ivimtion Brite
talions in the Republic of Vietnam, Shortly after 1 January 1972
the SOth [HC and A/7/17 1CS will ba reassigned to other waits and

e 192nd JHC will cont-letc its inactivation, Ey the end of Januery
He.idouarters and Headguorters Comyanr 10th Combat wistion Dittalion
will also comslete fodcﬁloymcnt proceedings, The nATT may memboers
of the 10th Combat Awiciion Sattulion through the veurs have been
proud of their wnit «nd the role it has Pl.iyed in the conflict in

South Vietnem,




Area of Operations

The fesignated area of operations for the 10th Aviation Battallon
(Combat) is the seveh southern provinces of the II Corp Tacticzl Zene.
The following list is of those seven provinces in southern II Corp:

Binh Thuan, L~m Dong, Ninh Thuan,. Tuyen Duc, (uang Duc, Khanh Foa, and
Darlusc. These provinces have o common border of alrost 100 miles with
Cembodia on the west, ~nd fﬁeﬁ enjoy an eastern border of over 280 miles
with the warn South China Sea.

The geographic regions of this nrea may be gengrally Givided into
the coastel plain, the mountrin region, and the platesu region. The
Vietnamese pencoast has an imprecssive length in proportion to the
narrovness of the country. .And it is the sea to which many of the
neaple of Vietnam turn as their main fecod md economic scurce. The
rlentiful abundance of seafoods is sustained by the numercus fishing
hamlets loested all clong the senshore. Salt is obtalned from the
cccan in soveral large multicolored cvaporation farms senttered oloqg
the coast. The coastrl plein occupics thzt narrow zone between thc;
rountaini and is itself varded in -geemorphelegy, In some nrens rich
silien depesits dominate this zone, vherens in arens where rivers fl?w
into the sen, wide alluvial deposits are prewalent. The rich silt
doposits of thesc streans and rivers are moinly devoted to ries ngri?ulture
with as nany as four crops per year being grown in some arens. Nntuﬁal
harbors are abundant along the coast ~nd C-m R-nh is snid to be one
of the finest natural harbors in Asina, The primary constal citles in
this region are Finh Hoa, Fha Trang, Phan R-ng, and Phon Thiet. It is
Phan Thiet that is remuted to be the nuoc man center of Vietnan, This sauce

is produced from salt-wator fish ~nd is uscd by the Vietnmmese to season

thelir food.
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The mountein region extends gonerally clong a northe-south line
and ranges up to over 6800 feet in clevation nenr Dalat, Dalat is
the largest city in the mountain rcgion znd is surrounded by pine covered
Hills overlooking lakes some 4000 fect above sea level, This city was
founde? in 1893 by the famous French docter Yoersin, who recognized
the site's health-giving qualities. The surrounding area is a famous
hunting arca fer tiger, panther, lecpard, ¢lephant, stig, benr, pesacock,
phecsant, and jungle fowl. The city itself is very picturesque and
shows the French influence in its building designs. E ch chalet-style
ville, with its carefully tended lawns and gardens of cannas, gladioli,
hibiscus, roses, minosz, bougainvillaea, and others, stands irn 2 pork
| of its own, Cultivation in the mountian region is linited to small
cleared areas that are sometimes on stesp slopes. These are tended
onc or two years with no regard for conservation nractices and then
f abandoned. The balance of this region is covered with fense multistory
rein forests,

West of the mountains is the plateau region, and this zone
: comprises a good portion of Darlac province, The terrain is gently
~ rolling hills and where not under cultivaticn is covered by a thick
}grouth of grass that nmey raacﬁ elght to ten feeot in height. Ban Me Thout
" is the principal city of the plateau region z2nd iz the hub of .all
5‘major land and alr routes in this westsrn region. This city is also
ithe traditicnal capitol of the Montagnard tribes located in the
plateon and surrounding mountain resion. There cre numerous tribes
and tribel groups in this area, but the largest is the Rade whose

influence extends from Kontur to Ban Me Thout.




Veather throughout the area can be diviied into the summer
nonsoun, June through September, and the winter monsoon, Novenber
through /pril, with the months of May and October as periods of
transition, ' During the summer the winds arc southwesterly bringing
rain to the plateaus ond mountainous areas. The winter monsoon
brings a noriheasterly flou:y?thﬁrnins rrecominately to the east of the
mountaing. The tws coastal provinces of Linh Thuon end Ninh Thuan ore
gencrally unaffected by clther season.

While these geven provinecs are the general areac of operations,
the 10th AB(C) has on mmy occasions flown further north to Pleiku,

Kontum, Phu Bon, Pim: ¥Yen, and Binh Dinh provinces to support operations

in these areas.
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HISTORY

On 23 lugust 1565, tho I'~-dewrirs nd Ecudguarters Conpany, 10th
Aviation Battalion was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. On 15 October
1965, a small ndvancc garty for the battalion arrived at B n Son Niut
iir Basc to determdne the dcstlnutlon and assignment of the unit. The
advance party vas brlcfcd at Hendgquarters, USIRV and wes notified thot
the 10th Aviation Battalion was assigned to the 12th Aviation Group. The
location scloctod for stationing the new unit was Dbng Bz Thin, a small
strip of land cn the western shere of Can Rorh Bay. Vhen the advanco
party arrived on 17 Octobor, they found the noinland side of the bay had
been imsroved only to the oytcnt that a snall dirt alrstrip and o Special
Forccs Detachment, B-51, wcre‘pracariously perched on the eonly dry ground
in the vicinity. Basipally, the Dong Ba Thin arca was a swamp with densc
ungle vegetation, inundated by the henvy rains of fhc RMONSOCN S¢asOn.
Tho advancc_party selecetad the initial site cnd storted a clcaring
opcration to further improve the arca.

At 1000 hours on 28 October 1965, tiic MSTS McGraw docket at Can Ranh
Bay end by 1500 hours the main body of the 10th Lviation B_tt 1ion had
arrived at Dong Ba Thin. The total movement time had been 18 days. Tho
new arrivals were groeted by Major Constance of tho 117th Aviation Company
Major Wiggins, of the 129th Avibtion.Ccnpcny. The jJR%h and 12¢th were
the first two componics to become membors.of tho Battalion. The third unit
to join the 10th Battalion was the 48th /iviation Company, which arrived

at Phen Reng, spproxinately 25 miles south of Dong Ba Thin, on 26 November

1965.
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On 25 Deecmbrr 1965, +hc M45th Lirlift Platoon wis cssigned to the

|

|

10tk Buottalicon with homo station at Nha Trang, RVN. This platoon was

assigned the mission to provide hoiicoptcr supp:rt‘and transportation for
the Headquarters, 1 Fi;ld Forces, Victnom. :l |

As the year drov te a closc the 10th ﬁvi:tionlBattalion was cunmposcd
of the 48th Aviation Compeny, the 117th fviation Compony, tha 129th
liviation Compony and thelr supporting dctuchncnts,itho 145th £irlift
Plztoon, =nd Headquarters and Headquarters Conpany;

The 10th fwiation Battalion was releascd fronithc 12th Aviation
Group and assigned to ths 17th Aviation Group on learch 1966. This action
rcduced the @istancc to the noxt higher Headqunrtc;s from 170 nautieal

milcs to 15 nautiesl milos (Nha Trang versus Soigon), which materially

improved the resmonsiveness of command and adminisﬂrativo actions.
On 10 March 1966, the 135th Aviation Compary (FWLT) was assigned |
to ths 10th Battalion under operctional control of.Hcﬁdquarters, 1 Fiold
Forecs, Victnam, The 281st Aviation Company Qas assigned to the Battalion
on 1, July 1966 and was under the operational comtrol of the 5th Speeial
Forccs Group loceted in Mha Trang. The 1€3rd hvi;tioﬁ Conpany (Recon-
rnoissance Adrplane) was stationed at Dong Ba Thin in latc June and was

assigned to the Battalien on 14 July 1966, With the addition of this

unit, tho ranks of the 10th Aviation Battalion had swollen to enhcompass
six aviation companics engaged in almost every asﬁcct of combat and combat
support activity in the Ii Corps Tacticul Zonec.

As the ealender year 1966 came to a close, the 10th Combet Aviation
Battalion was composed of the following units ond their supporting
detachnents: Hecdquarters and Headquarters Company; 48th Assault Helicopter

Canpany; 281st Assault Helicopter Company, 129th Assault Helicopter Company;
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117th isso >licorter Company and the 180th fssault Support
_ Kelicopter Company.

During 1967, a year of effervescence, the Vagabends underwent a
éomplcta transformation in organization. The 48th was lost to the 268th
Combat Aviatiocn Bottalion cffective 1 Scptcﬁbcr 1967. The 6lst lssault
Helicepter Company orrived in Qui Nhon on 15 Hovember 1967 and was welconed
and briefed by the Vagobonds at their new home at hn Son, The 6lst was
declared operational on 20 Deccnber 1967 cnd was given the nission of
Generzl Support of II Cerps. The 92nd Assoult Helicepter Company arrived
at Con Ranh Bay on 23 liovenber 1967 and was wclcone and briefed that
same doy at Dong Ba Thin., Tho Conpany was declured operationnl on 12
Dacerber md two days later provided cﬁiation support to the'lst Brigade,
101st Airborne Division., On 1 Septerber 1967 the 129th was released

i from the 10th Battalion and recssigned to the 268th Conmbat [viation Battalion,
; The 10th Battalion was aasigned a sccond Chincok company on 9 Novenber
.,:1967. Tuis was the 243rd Assault Support Heliccpter Company which made
;it's homé in Dong Ba Thin. The 180th Assault Suppori Helicopter Company
wae with the 10th Battalion until 15 November 1967, at which time they
; were also reassigned to the 268th Combat Aviation Battalion. The 196th
Assault Support Helicopter Conmpeny was sssigned to the 10th Battalion to
replece the 180th on 15 Novembor and continued to operate from it's home
base at Lane Army Heliport, An Son, RVN. '

The year 1968 broughtlnew additions to the Battalion and a few dele-
tions. The 117th was reassigned to the 12th Combet fviation Group
effectivé i Jomuary 1668. On 15 January 1968, fhe 192nd Assault Helicopter

Company was assigned to the 1Cth Battalion and was promptly placed in
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FAZFARIN]

On 29 July 1967, I/W USiLV General Order 3837, the 10th Combat
gyiation Battalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation for
exceptionzl 1y meritorius achievement in the performance of ocutstanding
service during the period from December 1965 to September 1966, The
Bettalion was cited for being the only aviation battalion in Vietnam
having a completely mobile field headquarters and forwerd orerating base;
for its capability to displace to any locztion in the combot zone and
undertake combat operations within twenty-four hours after receipt of an
alert order; for its mastery of night and clandestine 6per5tions; and
for attaining the higheét nontly level of aireraft cvailability ever
achicved in Vietnanm.

On 15 Zugust 1967, the 10th Combat iviaticn Battolion received the

" Valorous Unit fward IiW US.RV Gehpr:l Order 4160. The Battalion wes re-
cognized for distinguishing itself by extraordinary heroism while enguged
in military operations during the pericd 1 Januory to 24 Mareh 1966 in
Operations Jeiferson, Van Buren and Horrison in the Tuy Hoa Volley. Fly-
ing ineredibly long hours, the men of the 10th Combat Aviation Bottalion
ensbled Frco World Forces to sevérely woaken o long esteblished Viet
;Cong rule and to protect the locul inhcbitont!s rice harvest. By naking

llarge friendly ground forces highly airmobile within their operational
 zone, the battalion was insgtrumental in preventing the Viet Cong fronm
‘securing the rice harvost for their own use.

On 31 December 1967 IAW USiRV General Order 6715, the 10th Combat
iviation Battalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Cormendation {(First
Oak Leaf Cluster) for aexccptionally meritorious achievement in the por-

formance of outstonding service during the period 5 September 1966 to

x
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31 Maoxch 1967, The Battalion was cited for deploying its field headquarters

and ovicticn comasivs Dwrther, fuster, and zere frequently thon onmy

" other Combat Aviation Battzlion in Vietnam; for ccordinating, planning

and &gcomplishing nissicns which involved the extrecticn and reinsertion
of a battalion sized unit with supporting artillery in the amazingly
bricef pericd of four hours; and, for execﬁting the first battalion sized
night operation without benefit of illumination. Alsc noted were the
wnit'!s achiovenonts in the developnent, manegement and physic:l security
of Dong Ba Thin Post which were attained with out detracting from its
tactical functions.

On 24 October 1968 IIW USARV Gencral Order 4950, the 10th Combat
Zvistion Bottelion was avarded the Valorcus Unit Aword (First Oak.Leaf
Clustcr). The 10th Combot Avition Battcolion and its assignod units dis-
tinguished themsclves by extraordinery heroism while engaged in nilitery

operations during the poricd 1 Junc to 20 June 1966 near Dok To. Charged

‘with providing the lst Brignde, 10lst Airborne Division and Arry of the

Bepubiic of Victnan elements with direct aviation suppert during
6perationgHawthorne, thz men of the 10th Combzt Aviation Battalion not
only nccompiished their mission in an sutstanding manmer but also
personally dealt the cnemy crippling defaats as a result of their surperd
airmebility, combat nssaﬁlt rroficiency and devastating firepower.

Throughout the operation, the unit's personnel flew mere than two thousand

" hours in perforring over eight thousand sertics while éirlifting in

‘ excess of eleven thousand troops and one nillion nounds of cargo. They

cenducted twenty-five combat assoults of platoon size and lorger, and




their naticulous attentlon to detail and teochnienl expertise ensured
that their were no aireradt accidents despite tho difficultics of
hazardous terrain and severe we"thcr. Through thelr cxemplary courhge,
profeuslonal conpetence nnd relontless dctcrmlnation, they contributed
irmeasurably to the overwhelndng defeat of the enemy during Operation
Hawthorne. The nmen of the 10th Combat Aviatien Ba#talion displayed-
extraordinary heroisn and devotion to duty which u#c in kecping with thc
highest traditions of the militory service and reflect distinet credit

upen themselves and the Armed Forces of the United States.

xi1




UNIT COMMANDERS

HELDQUARTERS, KR/ DQUARTERS COMP/NY

.- CLAPTAIN ROBERT E. FITCHEIT 1 Jomuary 1969 -~ 19 Januenry 1969
CiPT. IN CH/RLES H. FATRCHILD 19 Jmuary 1969 « 9 June 1969
C/PT.IN TLYMOND 8. SNGELI ' 9 June 1969 - 7 tugust 1969
CAPTAIN KA&RL W.‘ MARROTT 7 fugust 1969 - 31 Decenber 1969

48TH LVILTION COMPANY (ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

MALJOR VICTOR E. MICOL, JR. 1 Jenuary 1969 - 1 June 1969
MAJOR RAY H. EVANS 1 June 1969 - 2 Decenber 1969
MATOR ERNEST R, BOWLING 2 Decenber 1969 - 18 December 1969

CiPTiIN MAHUEL J. SILVL - "18 Decenbar 1969 -~ 31 Docerber 1969

G2WD VILTION COMP.IY  (ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

MAJOR CLAUDE T. IVEY 1 January 1969 - 12 March 1969
MAJOR ROBERT B. JAMES 12 March 1969 - 5§ September 1969
MAJCR CHLRLES W, QUUITLEBILUM 5 Saptembor 1969 - 31 December 1969

155TH LVLLTION COMP.iY (/SSLULT MELICOPTER)

* MAJOR BOEBY L. HOORE 1 January 1569 - 25 June 1969
AJ0R DELK M. OWEN | 25 Junc 1969 - 23 December 1569
MAJOR GEIURD H. LUISI 23 December 1969 - 31 Docember 1969

192M0 LVILTION COMPINY (ASS:/ULT HELICOPTLR)

MJOR PAUL G. STRINGER 1 January 1969 - 26 February 1969
EUOR n0y P. ELLIOTT, JR 26 February 1969 - 1 July 1969
MAJOR ROBERT H. KELLEY 1 July 1969 - 31 Decenber 1969

1
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. .-..The "Stngecoach" patch of the 155th Aviation Company (Assault
ﬁelicopter) has the following syrbolism: The cresstow represents the
Montagnard population in the local ars~ of operztions, the JRVN Flag
represents support given to the 23rd JRVN Divisicn, the helicopter is
incdicotive of the type of support provided, the fmerie:n flag represents.

the heritcoge. of the metbers of the 155th, and the 13 stars on the flag

represent the support-of a new country, just as.the United Staites wmsa

new country, The call sign "Stageoconch" reprasents the currying of
trocps and: cargo ovér rouk terroin as done by the stigecoaches of the
old wost,

- The 155th Aviation. Conpany (4iH) was essigned to tha 10th Bottalion
(Combat) cn 1 June 1968 by Generol Order #38, 17th Aviation Group
(Combzat).

During 1669, the 155th supperted the 23rd LRVN Divisicn, Detcchment
B~-23 and .50 Speeicl Forces, Daorlsze, Quoang Due, and Tuyen Due previnees,
~and IFFV JArtillery. In the yecrs activities, the 155th compiled the

. fellowing statistics:

Hours flcwn 27,256
Trecops 1lifted 51,540
Sortics 130,615
Cergo hewled (tons) 1,395

13.
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Liftsking Stzllions

Ghamshing Sidekiclg




92nd 4C (iH)

The 92n [viction Company (03) wes constituted 6 Zagust, 1964, in
the Regular Army and activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. It was in-
activated 1 Jmuary, 1967, in Vietnan. Then on 8 Februcry, 1967, the
O2n3 iviation Company was setivated at Fort Carsen, Colerzdo. Tho
advance party arrived at Dong Bz Thin on 15 Nevember, 1967, z2nd the np-in
body arrived at Cam Ranh Day cn 23 Fovember, 1967, oboard the USNS
General John Pope., The 92nd cireraft were proeecessed ot Vung Tau and
ferriez to Dong 2n Thin during the first week in BPecesber, 1987, The
compeny was declared operaticnal en 12 Decerber, 1967 and two cdays later
Tlew its firet mission in Vietnenm in suppért cf the 1st Brigeade, 10lst
Jirverne Division,

During 1969, the 92nd Aviation Company supported mumerous and varied

; units throughout II Corps; 18th Enginecer Erignds, B-51 Speeial Forces,

oz Renh Day Suppert Command, 5/22, 5/27, and €/32 4irtillery, T-sk Force

South clements, 116th Enginecr Dattalion, 53rd ARVN Regiment, 500th

Transportation Group, 70th Engineer Dattolion, and others, VWhile flying

for thesc units, the fellowing stotistics were eompiled:

Ecurs flown- 27,873
Trocgs liftcd 76,935
Scrties 118,147
Cargo.haulcd (tens) 2,788
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TRADITICITAL CALL SIUMS

—=Stasceonch

Liftshipe-

Folron

Gunshins
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Zattallen Cperations

Dufing 1959, the 1Cth iviation Dettnlion (Combat) continued
to support the ground forees of the seven southern provinces of
the IT Curp Tactiesl Zone. The fellowing is of necessity a condenscd
presentotion of the nagjor operstiuns and activities during the year.
The roader should realize that many other missicns were flown tr our
aireraft, but thesc missions, while teing o recessary conponant of tie
overall schunmc of events, do not by thomsolves censtitute a sirnificant
activity.

Beginning the new year with an airmobile cperation, the Dlus Stars

suprorted the 28th Ropublic of Korca (&CK) Reciment of the White Hérse

ROK Infontry Divisicn by airlifting 555 troops, supplics and eguiiment.

This operction netted 38 enemy KIA, 1 POW, and 12 eapturcd vcapons.
Fren the 5-12 of Januery, the larzest opersticn of the rnonth toclk tlace,
T2 tréops from the 1st Battalion, 30th Rogiment werc inscrted by the
Dluc Stors into the mountains northwest of Phan Rang, This acticn
resulted in 30 encoy KIL and 9 captured weapens., From 19-26 of January

2lenents cf the 29th Regiment were placed intc the mountains nerthwest

of Ninh Hoa by the DPlue Stars. The 474 troops imserted brousht cut 66KIA,

42 weopens, threc (3) machineguns, mines, and a radic.

The new year started off with & bans ot Cenp Coryell, hone of the

155th iviation Compony (isscult Helicopter), In kecping with the cxgected

Fre-Tet offensive, C.mp Corycll come wnder its first hestile attack of
the yoor on 2 Jmuary 1569, when ton (10) rounds of 82un mertar fire

fc1l on or near the cempound. Loss thon five (5) hours later, the base
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was under attack azain with four (4) rounds of D-40 rcckets striking
the compound, Doth atiacks reswlisd in negntive cusﬁeltiéa or darerc

to equimment or structuros. Twice more during the menth th§ 155th cone
under attack, On 6 January, fourtecn (14) 82nm mortar rounds struck the
cempound, this time with devastotive rc;su.'l.‘ts. Six (8) UH-1H!'s woro demaged
28 well as one vehicle. The attack of 8 J1nunry was intensifi:d pnd

20 rounds gtruck tho compound. Three (3) structures were damored and two
(2) non wore wounded, one of whom d4icd a8 a result of his vounds.

In Jonuary, the 192nd aviction Company (fLesault lT'*l:n.f:. ﬂr) con-
tinued to work through &0 MeCladn. It wes 2 fast and furious start vhen
on the 8th, the 3/506 moved into FSD Zowert. With azsaults througheut
the 20, everything went rather well, During the month, many night
nissions wure required. One such mission was completod on the 29th, An

%

enary force of ona batt-lion tried to cver run o coppound and villare at
Tuy Theng, 192nd gunships oxpended on varicus enomy nositicns from 0330
to 073C hewrs. The saving of the village is eredited larpoly to the

Tiger Saarks for thelr close zir suprort throughcut the night.

Sterting 1 Jonuery and ending 28 Jonuary, tho 201lst Aviation Compeny

:(AssaUlt Helicopter) had 2s their main mission the support of MACY

Leogends School. DBasicaliy these miscicns involved tie inscrticn of IRHEP

Teans and the provision of nccessary logietical support. Four (4) air
craft from the 281st were committed tc the 268th fLviasticn Dattalicn at
Fhu Hiep t¢ aid in operaticns in that arca,

The 243rd Aviation Comrany (4ssault Support Helicepter) gave general
suppert to many units throughout ths year. The Freight Trains were

all cver southcrn II Corps houling cverything from frosh vegetebles and
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food to ortillery rounds ond vohicular PCL.  Whele villages to include
nen, women, and children and &1l their pigs, rice, and household goods
were displaced to a more liveble environnent, The individual units of
Task Force Scuth sugportud threughout the year included tha 3/503rd
Infantry 173rd Lirberne Drigado in the Dnl;t/Dao Loec arcs, the 3/506th

Infentry, 101st Adr Covalry Division in the Phon Thiet ares, ané the
23rd ARVN Divisicn., The White Horse ROK Infentry Divisicn received air-
craft in-thc area swrrounding Crm Banh and Kinh ﬁbq. Occasional support
\ms given to the ROK wnits in the neighborhood of Phu Eisp, "

February found the Dlue Stars continuing their supvort to the ROK!s,
i With the =zid of the 40th, the 28th Rogiment launched airmsbile operation
; YET ML #7. Tho 605 troops airlifted into the Tuy Hea valley cane out
i with 30 enemy KIi, 4 POW's and 10 wecpens. The 30th RCK Ropimint got
into the act frem 6-15 February. Their sirmcbile operation, uwsing 525
troops, was quite successful with #0 encoy KIA, seven (7) eepturcd
machinecuns and nunmerous rounds of amnun;tion.
During februafy as well as other menths througheut ithz year, the

62 nl Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) provided varied aviation support
to clmest everyene and went just about everywhoero, This multiplieity of
supsorted clements imeluded 3/503rd Infamtry, 2nd ALVE Renger Group,
‘3/506th Infantry in Fhon Thict, 30th ICK Regimont at Dong Do Thin and
‘Seaier Ldvisors of Tuyen Due (Iclat) and Lok Tung (Tze Ioc) previnces,
Llso supported were DSA IT Corps, 18th Engincer Brigode, 116th Engineor
Pattalion, D-51 =nd D-55 Special Forces, Cam Ranh Boy Support Command, 71st

and 27th Artillery, 4th Infentry Division, and 191st Ordincnce Dattalion.
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During the month of February, the 155th provided most or tae

N
aviation support fer the Special'forccs, Miko Forco operation conducted

e, - f LI o

operctions were rorked by heavy enemy contrets ond frequent utilization
of samships to support tho field units, Canp Coryell w~s rolutively
e Doaor Tl s meaeehe Terdng thoo moote. (0 22 osell Ll

the only attnek cf the menth ccrmenced 2nd terminated aftur 20-30 rounds
of 82mm mortar nissed the coricund completely and hence rosvlted in
nugntive damope.

| Cperations in February oeround the Fhan Thiet rogicn got off to a
slow stort for the 192nd. lHousver on 12 Fehrunry, OQut:icst Soro comc under
sicige by an estimatod two (2) corpenies of VC/MVA. The Tigersharks were
geranbled ond due to their effcetive fire sugport, they wore credited
with helping turn back the agressive cncany attock. Durding the early
norning hours c¢f the 22nd, L2 Detty cane urnder an intensive rortar aituck,

™,

followed by an agpressiveground attack., The attack ecentizued throughoun

cguffered five (5) Wia

RN

the night md finolly subsided st dawn. The 192n
"as n result of the encounter,

Fetruary breught the copplotion of a mevie arca for Hcadduarters
ond Bendquarters Compary in Denz Da Thin. 4 lerpc Cin¢mcacopC sereen wos
put into operatien for teticr vizwing of the wider poticn pletures. 4
Korean tailor shop hos also been ojemed in the conpeny area to provide
the persomnel with novded militzry ilems such asz decorsticns, fatlgue
caps, rank insigniz, and tailoring.

The Dlue Ster arex ot Hinh Hos was nomed "lerthington Compound,™

in honor of WO Laurencc F. Worthington who wes killed in hostile actilon
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on 11 Jenmuery, 1969, In March, the ROK's continued their airmobile
operations with the 28th Regiuent conducting one in fﬁehéu& Hoa Vzlley.

The results wero 28 KIA's and four (4) eaptured rachineguns. During

the period 5-26 March, thc 48tk ond the 25th ROK Regiment conducted tyo
battalion-sized operations using the lat and 3rd Eﬁttalicns. This ccubined
eXfort notted 77 KIi's, 20 weapons and one (1) radio. The 3Cth Regiment
conductcd a regiment-sized cperction during.March that termincted in the
middle of .prdl, In this larpe operxticn, the 48£h, o2nd, and 243rd
contributsd much to "ita suppert, - -

Conp Coryell, home of the 155th, has become well known for the
frecuent rocket and mortor atiacks thet ¥Charlie bepbards it with,
During the wonth of Merch, the compound was hit with six rocket aud merter
2ttacks, 4 totel of nine airersft worc damared snd four casualtics ré-
sults, The l-'st attack of the nonth occured on 25 March and brought
the premature fireed termination of o delightful company party. In this
attock four (4) man wers wounded by fragnents fron six 122mm rockets that
hit the compéund. These ‘attacks did little to hamper tho 135th in their
support of TF Wocd, In this operation 13 Combat &Lssaults were launched
for the 5th Speeial Férces, five (5) for the 45th Infentry Regiment,
and four (4) for Derlac Sceter. Tae general AC for TF Wood wis in the .
Pu Prung orea.

In March, the 192nd cortinucd to suuport elaments throughout the
Phan Toist repion. The pace w s fast =nd furious. On the 8th of Mareh,
2 350 troop Torca from tho 2351st, 252nd, and 2537 Mike Strike Force was
insurted into tho AC Worthweat of FSD sewert. With the rsvlstince of a

243vd hook, the cntire operition was completod in leus then four (%) hours.
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On the 15th, Comirt Aes amilis wers ruc in the vieinity orf éong Mso, On
the 20th of March, LZ Betty received 14 cunds of 82mm mortar fire with
negative casualfies or dahage:to squipment,

The 243rd initiated a polcy of keeping three (3) Freight Trains
| RON at Ean Me Thuot to be utilized by the 5th Special Forces and MiCV
in case of an emergency. This practice continued into April with the
Aireraft remeining at BMT until having accumulated 25 hours of blade
time, at which time they wers replaced with fresh crews and ai reraft,
Wnile in BMT, the crews stayed with ths 155th Aviation Company (AH) and
received maintenance assistance from them. :

During the month of April, the Blue Starg supported three major
operations for the Korean Regiments, From 15-2/ Aﬁril, the 28th RCK
Regiment made un zirmobile assault in the mountsins northwest of Tuy Hoa.
There were 1170 troops on the initial assault and thz results were 123
KIA, 30 machinegung, and over 2000 rounds of ammo captured., Tin period
of 92/ April found the 29th RCK Regiment conducting their operations in
the mountains southwest of Duc My. This opsration resulted in 86 KIits
and 26 small culiber weapons., From 26 March to /4 April, the 30th ROK
Regiment with a force of 842 men mede an airmobile assault into the VC
infasted ﬁountains northucst of Phan Rang Air Forec Base., This operat ion
cost the VC 152 KIA'a two (2} FOW's, 59 amal] caliber weapens and thrae
(3) machineguns. For recrentional purposes, tke 48th becrme the first
unit in the 10th Battalion to hive an indoor movie thester. The recently
completed building fectures a secting cameity of 300 people, & st:ge,

and = projection room.
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Comp Coryell camc uvnder attack twice duriﬁg the month of April. The
first attack on the Sth damaged ten ralicoptars und fwo'(ésﬁféﬁicles.
On the 25th, the enemy fired ten rounds of.82mm mortars into.the arsa
ond inflicted light damage to five company airer.ft and one transient
g. reraft, During the second half of April, the 155th provided alrerift
for 22 Combat Assaults for B-23, (SFb, 45 Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division,
and lerlac Szctor, The 155th also began supporting E-50 Specizl Forces
in their operations this month., |

On 8 fipril, tho Polccsts und Tigersharks of thd'lgénﬂ inserted

elements of the 3/506th Infantry into Ls Huong Phoung Forest. Their

primary mission was to locste a suspected enemy base cemp., On the 12th,
elements of the 3/506th Infmtry were inserted into four (4} Lz'g

sirultaneously. The infentry surrounded and conducted a sesrch of a

village susmcted of being a VC haven, On the evening of the 18th LZ
Betty received an estimsted 22 rounds of 82mm mortar fire., All rounds
landed outside the perimeter and produced negative damoge or casualties,
During the momth of April the 28lst ftvietion Company (AH) supported
"Project Delta™ on operation Cass Park at a forward operctional base
in I Corps. Operating from the FCB wers the second flight platoon and
the armed platoon., Approximately 125 men were sent forwnrd to the FOB.
Flenders, home of the 92nd Aviation Company (AH), and other Doné Ba
Thin instcllntions cope under attacle on 12 May. 47 confirmed rounds
were reccived endresulted in five (5) vehicles, fouwr (4) billets, an&
two (2) supply rooms recoiving light demage. Additionally, twoe (2)
persons received pincer Qounds from shrapnel.
May bought about the end of support of Tisk Forco Weod with 155th

Stagecoach slicks and Falcon gunships rcmoving the last of TFW's troops
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fron thas Bu Prang srew onflS May. 4~ total of 128 combat asssults were
conducted throughout kay in support of TF Wocd, 2 MSF, B-23 (Sth SFG)
and 45th Regiment (23rd ARVN Division). C-mp Coryell came under attack
a total of four times during the month of My, On the 16th, threc of
these attacks were lounchod resulting in light damage to four (4) aireraft
and moderate damnge to one (1) aireraft. One (l)ﬁEMlﬁas_scriously
wounded arnd wza medevzced to Tuy Hoz, On the 22nd:of Hay, 56 rounds
of &2um and &0rm mortars, 75mm recoilcss-rifle, nnd{é;Ad fockets wero
reeievod. Four (4) aireraft were damsgnd, the PAGE secfion had five (5)
buildings and nins (9) trucks destroyed, and one gﬁard was slightly
wounded.  On 23 May, thrse (3) aircraft supporting B-50 (SF) were hit
by ground fire causing onc to be a total loss along with two (2) crew-~
ucnbers and t.o (2) passengors.

On 12 Mcy, 13 Betty at Phan Thiet roceived en estimated 12 rounds

of 82mm mortar fire. There were negotive friendly casualties and

only minor damage to the active runwoy. Two days later on the 1lith,

1Z Batty was agoin under attack ond received en estinsted 20 rounds of

82m morter fire resulting in negative dom'ge to the instslletion and

‘no friendly casualties. The next day, the 15th, ten rounds of &0mm

portar mad smcll arms fire was received, Spooky was on stotion and wos

| enployed, On thnt same day Polecat # 250 crashsd into a river in the

' vicinify of Phan Rong airfield resulting in the denth of the Adrer-ft

Comngnder, The other crew membera were able to swin to shore, On the

116th and agzin the 17th LZ Betty camc under enamy fire. Spooky ond

the Tigersharks made the crea too hot for WCharlie' to continue the

attack,
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During the month of Mny, the 28)st Aviation Company (LH) continusd
its support of "Projsct Dolta® in ogorztion Cass Park., The forvard | _
operational base was noved fron Hue/Phu Bia to An Hoa at the 1st of the
month and operation C..s3 park was initiated, During tha reloention of
the FOB, the 2nd flight platcon was rotated with the 1st flight platoon,
To fulfill the gun comitamcnt in the Nha Teang area, two (2) Tigersharks
- from the 192nd werc placed under the operational control of tho 281st,

In May, the 281st .viation Compuny (4Assawlt Helicopter) was awsrded
the Novy Unit Commendaticn Medal for zction with Project Delta in support
of & coubined arms operntions in the I Corps aren. Admiral Flanagon,
Deputy Commmder of Noval Férces in RVN, prosented the aw-rd to Mz jor
Lynn, Commanding Officer of the 281st. Brigndier Genoral Burdett,
Cormanding General of the 1lst Aviation Brigede; Colonel Mahore, Comranding
Officer of the 17th Avintion Group (Combat); Colonel faron, Cetminnding
. Officer of the 5th Special Forces Group (ABN); ond Coptain Henderson,
Cormcnding Officer of the Cam Ranh Noval iir Faellity, witnessed the
presentaticn,

On 26 Mgy, 1969, the 10th Bettalion was redesignated 10th Aviation
Battalion (Combut). A1l units within the battalion received similap
redesignations thot went into effect ot ths some tire.

The 155th iviation Company (iH) during its 2400 flying hours for
the month of June, supported unita in z total of 16 aimobile operntions.
The largest of these airmoblls operations was an insertion of cver 900
troops south of B.n Me Thout on the 21st, The 155th aiso provided
two (2) stagecoach slicks and two (2) Fzleen punships in support of daily

intelligence gathering "Sniffer" operations. Theso were instrumental in
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obtaining intalligence and informatien concerning the enemy movenents
and buildeups in the surrounding areas., During a night support mis-ion,
a command and contrcl aircraft with sevorai passengers on board ren into
IFR conditicng on approach to lee Thien.nirstrip. The aircroft erashed
Antec the lake ang overturned. No one wns injured, olthough the airerart
was conpletely destroyed, In a doring recue, the 155th cormander
hevered near the wrecked aireraft and allowed the wet survivors to board
the resuce aireraft,

6 June found 1Z Botty recelving 6-8 rounds of 107mm rocket fire.
One round scored a direet hit on g billet, killing three (3) and wounding
(3) rora. '

During the nonth of June, the 281st Avist ion Company (Assault)
ccntinued its suppor of "Project Delta" on operation Ccss Park., On 2
June £hrea (3) Intrudors and two {2) Wolr Pack gunships were comitted
- to the 129th /vistion Company (Assault Helicopter) at 4n Son. Two (2)
| UH-1C gunshins from the 192nd Aviation Company (ZH) remained with tha
. 281lst until 13 June vhen they ware relcased and returnad to Phan Thict,

In June Task Forece South zdded the 2/1st Armored Cuvalry to the
units in the Phan Thist area, 4 vigorous program to inercase the recad
security botween Phan Thiet and Tuy Phong raquired the Particivation of
mosi of the flyeble Froight Train aireraft,

July found the Bluc Stars frem the 48th perticipating in the
planning and executicn of a combst operaticn for the 30th Regiment,
9th ROK Division. This cperation inrclved the lifting of 891 troops
and their combot equizment. Complet:d on the 17th of fugust the results

showed 109 eneny killed and 49 weapons captured.
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Starting the sacond half of the yeor off with & bang, the Side-
kick gunships from the 92nd ruvcordod 38 confirmed kills, 13 suspected
kills, and a half dozoﬂ structurcs dostroyed, The 92nd unlntenance
platoon has really be.n working since Jamwury., JAireraft availﬁbility
never dropped bolow 76% for tha slicks and fell below 70% enly cnce
for the gunshins.

fn cnemy buildup quito sivilar to that whieh occured just before
the battle of Duc Lap in 1968 was evidenced by intelligence rerorts
reesived from the Duc lap - Bu Prang orea, To inerecse information con-
cerriﬁg eneny coctivites ip the afeas around Bu Prané ard Due Lap, the
.iSEth conducted numcreus sniffer missiens in thoig_fréas in supnort of
the 23rd ARVN Divisien ond B-23 (Swpecial Forces). Much voluable intelli-
gonce was gathered ond roeny significant sightings were riode. July
narked the return of the 155th's support to B-50 operations. £Llso o
cormitnent Yo the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th MSF (Mike Strike Force) was added
at this time, With the zdded eneny buildup, the ¢2nd oand the 281st
found themselves vrosent rore and nore often at Ban Me Thout to land a
helping hand in providing adequats support to the greund un%ts at Ban
Mz Thuot,

On 2 July, operstion Cnss Park II (Project Delta) was cempleted.
211 tho aireraft and couipment of the 281st Aviatien Cempany (4H) ro-

E turned to Nha Trang by the 8th of July. The stay at hone was short

| lived through, for on 28 July, a cormitment of eight (3) UH-1H's ond |
‘ five (5) UH-1C's was initiated for Projesct Delta (B-52). The place for
* ths Forward Operationnl Base (FOB) was again in I Corps. Thistime the

281at had the ground suppert cf tho Marincs for loecl security.
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On 12 July 1569, the 281ast lviation Company (Assavlt Helicopter)
was presontod tho Vietnopasc Cross of Gallantry with Palm by Major
General Quang of the VNSF. The award was given for rerformance with
rroject Delta fron June of 1966 to Moy 1969. Jittending the ceremorny
was Colonel HMohone, Comnonding Officer of the 17th CAG; Colcnel
Rhezult, Commonding Officer of tie 5th SFG (/BN); ond LIC Stanley,
Commziding Officer bf”thﬁnloth.éﬂigjigp Battdlion (Combat).

In iugust, the 30th Reginent kicked ﬁff_aﬁ'operation in the
neuntsins nesr Phan Rang.  This was 2 two-phase opefatien that say 1400
| trosps airlifted in the rugged mountaina by the 48th Aviaticn Company.

81 enciy KIA's were the rosult, On the 22nd of aguet, the 48th

supperted the 3rd Batt-lion, 29th Regiment with a troop insertion in

the crca strrounding the Sohg Cho Velley, swoeping the cntire crex, During
tho closing deys of tho month, 655 troops from the 30th Rogiment were air

- lifted into tho same arca to advance tovard and mect their sister

elemert. The 4A8th provided planning, commmd and control, daily resupply,
night mediccl evaucatlion, and fire suﬁport.

On 9 Zvgust the 92nd iviaticn Cobpany (LH) est~blisked an im-
pressive s~foty record. On that dote 10,000 howrs hiad been flown by the
unit without an accident. By the lust day of the month, this had grown
inte 151 d=ys and 12,086 hours without an accident.

With August weather detericrating, the 155th continued to fly a
high number of hours., There wore nine =irmecbile onerationg conducted
during the month. Ww scts of sniffer nisaions were conducted Andldy .
in abd aretmd Darlac ond Quan® Due Provinces for P50 Speéinl:Fcrcés

~porations.

37




Thece riscicng wire given high pricrities dué to the need for gathering
as much intcliigance as possible on encmy movemonis and activities.

On 8 fugust, Tigershark gunships wers sgfggblcd to support elcments
of 3/506th Infantry who haé engogod o squad sized eiencnt. The gunchips
cxpended on a bunker mnd got the joy of seeing a secendary cxplosicr.

On that same doy a Rnngér Team was engoged by a superior NVA force near
Sonz Mao. Gunshine provided close support as the Poloecats rade 2 rope
ladder extraction while vnier intence hostile fire. The Tigersharks
yore sceraimbled gix other times during the month to support elements of
TFS who were in contact.

"Froject DeltaM on oporction 3-69 kept part of the airer-ft of the
281st busy until 28 ugust when Phase I ended.:"“.‘ On 18 lugust, 1969,
‘gupport for Reconde School was initiated. ﬂircghft frem the 92nd came
up td work with the 281st on the first operation.

On fugust 6, the Hesdquarters ares at Dong Ba Thin came under
rortar attock, There werce ssveral people injured, smong then the company
cormonder for Hoadquarters Comparny,

On 22 ifugust 1969, the 43th ingerted the 3rd Battalion, 29th
Roginent as Phase I of a two phnse operation. Phuse II cormenced on 10
Oc*~boy with the insertica of the 30th Rogiment 9tk ROK Division rein-
forced with ene battalion. The Regiment cperated in the meuntains south-
wost of Hha Trang aﬂ@ the operation 1ow£&as Deng Bo 9, uwzs terninuted
on 19 October, |

On 16 September, the Baittszlion Tocticol Operztions Center was

deployed to Ban Me Thuot to augment the 155th iviation Company.
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element rounited ot Flanders with the remainder of the Company., Flanders

Task Force South., Sniffer nissicns were cenducted almost daily. The
- usual coimitment for these missions was 2 slicks and 2 gunships., Routine
" resuprply missions wero daily conducted., T:oetical Inergencies were cormon

"~ throughout the month and the Tigersharks varo kept busy in response to \\\\

Sopterber 2nd brought 2 close to the forward tactic:l site that

the 92nd had been opercting ot Bro Ioe. On thot dete, the ferward

Arzy Heliport recieved a mortor attack on 24 September that resulted in
two (2) aircraft receiving\mmjor dancge, four (4) minor damage, and one
(1) Platoon building receiv}hg l1ight shramal damage.

Septesber at Ban Me Thuot was characterized by the preszence of a
great number of airer:ft from thréughout II Corps. In addition to 92nd,
243rd, and 281st airernft, the 52nd Aviztion Baticlion in Pleiku was zlso .
sending down helpful aircraft, This was due to the need for previding
increased toctical and logisticel avistion support to wunits operating
in the Bu Prang - Gia thiab- Due lap - triangle, Sonctimes os nany as
35 additionzl aireraft wers wofking in the BMT arec each dey.

Throughout September, the 192nd's main mission wos to support

™.

the calls for help. N\
Tho 281st Lviation Compeny (AH) continued to support "Project Deltal
on cperations "3-69" Phase IT which began on 8 September.

In September, the 243rd found they were sending moro cnd more of

;their crews across the mountains to the Bon Me Thuot ares in support
‘of the 5th Special Forces, MACV, ard 17th CAG. The wecther in the BMT
.erea beeome a serious handiczp., Low esilings and heavy rain nade re-

:supply of the fire bascs nround Du Prang difficult znd at times impossible.
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Anti-girersft wcapons beerne rore ahundant 2s the NV. pressed the
attack for Bu Prong. The zren between Due Loy and the Cambodian border
bocame known as the "Volcano" because of the he.vy anti-aireraft fire.
The Bottalion Forward T-ctienl Operations Center was deployeéd to
Gia Nehia in Cetober in conjunction with and in support of the 23rd
ARVE Division (IT) in the Quang Duc Province. On 27 October the Forward
was displaced back to BMT to augment the 155th awviatiea Cenpany (£1).
The encmy intentions south of BET become cle-r as it becane
cvident thnt the cnemy wes on the move. Iarge sized units meved across
the Combodia border inte positions South of Due Lap. On 25 Octcber,
the onemy bogan his offensive, The 5/22nd jrtillery, in ireroration
for the offensive, built six fire bases in the Duc Lop - Bu Prang ~ Gia

jighia Tricngle. They were fire support bases Dory, Helen, Susan, /nnle,

_Kate, and Martha, Units of the 10th Battalion, nided by the 52nd,

weroe responsible for inserting, exchanging, ~nd supporting the troops
of thosc ney fire bases. On 25 Octeber, whon the encmy begnn the
offensive, Helon come under attack by a2 multi-battalion sized unit., By

the 29th of October, the prussurc had become so grent on Helen thot it

wvaS cxtracted in total., During the extraction o large size enwmy force
‘ogain ottocked Helen inflicting heavy casunlties., The extraction was

-completed on the 25th and thot afternoon a regincntal sized onory clenent

moved into Helen end claiized it as theirs. On the 30th, Martha was
roloc-ted tc Due Iap by cireradft from the 10th & 52nd Battalions under
heavy mortar fire, The new baseinto which the troops nmoved wos Hike
Snith, 2 new FSB in Duc lap. Kate then beesre the major teorget of the

enerry. Encoy anti-aireraft positions were active 211 eround thc fire
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base and on the 30th Kate came under sustained enemy greund attack by at
lenst 50C NVA., Two Joker mmships frem the 48th were diverted to Kate.
One Jrker wns shot down, crashed, and wes destroyed with no survivors.
During that same day, three additional gunshins and one CH-47 werc hit
.by enemy fire in the viecinity of Kate,

While the rmajor battalion commitment wns in the BMT area, the 192nd
continued with its support of TFS. On 3 October, two slicks and two
gunships conducted & combat assault extraction for ngn Company, 75th
Rangers. Other combat asseults were conducted for 2/1st Cavalry, 1/50th
Mechanized Infantry, and again for "C" Company, 75th Rangers,

On 2 Octobcr Phase II (Trojan Horse IT) of Project Delta on operation
"3-69" terminated and Phese III started on October 11lth. Zoth operations
were conducted in the vieinity of Mai Loc and out of the scourity of
Quang Tri. The MACV Recondo School begrn its training on 16 October with
the Intruders as the aviation support. During the four (4) dar ficld
operation there were five (5) emergency extracticns, two of vhich were
accerplished ~t night,

On the 14th of Nnvember, the base at Dong Ba Thin came under mortar
attack, In all, seven eircreft vere drmaged by the encmy, On the 25th,
the ©2nd opened a forwnrd base at BMT composed of six slicks and two
gunships, The alreraft at this forward base flew in the Bu Prang nnd
Duc Lap areax for about one month and returned to DBT just after Christmas.

Returning to the BMT arca on the first of Novenber, Xnte wes in'
desperate need of food nnd Myrunition. An emergency night resupply‘
into Knte was made by five slicks and four gunships from the 155th, %On
1 November, Knte begrn recelving continuious artillery fire from Caqudia;

In zdéition, the enemy was conducting massive ground and mortar attncks;
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On the aftornnon of tho Tirst, after all of Katels guns were domaged ar
deslroyed by encmy artillery the FSC was deelared no longer cazable of
operction and plans were initiatcd to cvae ate Kete. On the night

of the 1st the troops of Kate wero succuzsfully extroeted, Inmed-
iztely, the zirer-ft at BMT extrasted fmnic ond Susan under continuous
fire. The nain offensive now shifted to Duc Lep where Mike Smith

began rccciviné-lzzmn rockets. lLote in the morning of the 6th, friendly
urits set up a perimeter on the rim of the volcano overlocking Bon Sar
Fa, south of Dac Lap. The activity ot the volec:no built up intil aire
craft pefforming resupply to the troops on the rim wold clwasy receive
ground fire, oiﬁhcr enroute to or from the voleano itself, and sometimes
fren within the center of the veleano.

During the first half of November, the Intruders from the 281st

continued to provide support to "Projoct Delta! on operztion 3-69, Fhase
* III. This operation terminated on 11 November. On the evening of 4
. Novenber, o UH-1H from the 281lst was reported overdue while on a flight

: from BMT to Nha Treng and prosumed down in the vincinity of Duc My Pass,

© On thit scme day, cirersft mumber £3-15057 frem the 192nd was also ro-

; ported miszing somewhera.between Ninh Hea and Bzn Me Thuot. The cir-

" eraft had been on an administrotive flight and contact wes lost after
lit deported the ASth Avicticon Company. &n aerdal serrch was initioted
at first light using as mony as six aireraft per day from the 48th, 92ng,
2€1st, and 183rd /viction conpaniocs, This scarch lasted until 9 November
with ne trace of either aircraft or the crews. With all clements of

the 281st rejoined on 16 November, the company avittion capoabilitios

were directed in supycrt of the Bu Prang - Duc Lap area defense,
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The 155th wae again tasied to previde major support for B-50
operdt ions in Docember. The company's normal commitmént for this
operation was four (4) slicks, except from B-11 December vwhen the conpany
uzs tasked for a total of cight (8) slicks and four (4) guns, From 15
" Dacenber through the 19th, a special nigsion requiring twe additional
slicks wcs also provideﬁ for 3-50 operztions,

Beginning 10 December, the 281st supported Projcct Delta (Operation
Yellow Ribbon) and conducted cperations out Qf the FOB at Kontum wntil

31 Deceuber, 1969.

| The.lutter pert of the month was deveted to lsss war oriented pur-
© sults with everyeno looking forward to Christmas nackages from hone and
2 few doys rolaxation. |
The Vagabonds had done a tremendous job by the e¢nd of the year as

the followlng statistics compiled durinz 1969 will attest.

HOURS FLOWN 141,049
SORTIES FLOWN. 417,260
TROOPS CAPRIED- 686,558
TONS OF CARGO HAULED- 52,233






