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HERAIDRY 

Dascriptiao of Unit Crest 

The "Soldiers of the Sk;;" "·,,,,-~t approved by the Institute of Heraldry, 

United States Axrr:y, and au':.torized for wear by members of this unit, 

consists of a gold colored metal and enamel inSignia lt inches in height. 

The ca:nponent,: a.'o a blue annulate surmounted by a pair of gold wings 

;;ith a blsck [)eIt barbed and flighted with gold. Beneath the basic 

inSignia and (:rossing over the bolt is a gold scroll inscribed with 

nSoldiers of the Sky" in black letters. 

SYMBOLISM 

'I'he ·w"i:."e;s reFresent the aviaticn function of the battalion. The bolt 

also ::-n'~rred to as a "guard" is an arrow used with the cross bow and 

r~prcsents the Jnili tary personnel transported by the battalion. The 

annulate, symbol of fidelity, refers to faithfulness to duty. The bolt 

a.'ld annula.te also suggest the characters one and zero which corre'sponds 

to the battalion's numerical designation • 
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OI\OAi'lIZATIONlu, CF_r..RT 

.!llill LOCATIQli 

HQ, 10TH ABC Dong Ba Thin, RVN 

HQ & HQ Co, 10THllBC Dong B~\ Thin, RVN 

130TlI HED DET OjA Dong Da Thin, RVN 

339TH AVN DET (DIV) Dong Ba Thin, RVU 

48TH AVIATION COHP,w;l 
(;;,SSAULT HELICOPTER) Ninh Hoa, RVII 

286TH IW DET OjA . Ninh Hoa, RVN 

92ND ,WIHlON COl1PJ.r-.'Y 
(i.SS.t.ULT Hi~LICOPTER) Dong Ba Thin, RVlI 

155TH :.vIl.TION COJ.lPJ.NY 
(J;,SSI.ULT HJ~ICOPTER) Ban Me Thuot, RVl! 

8TH NED DE'l~ oj I. Bun He Thuot, RVN 

192ND l.vIATION COHPl.NY 
(1.SSJ;ULT Ill:LICOPTER) Phan Thiet, RVN 

19BTH MED IlET Phon Thiet, RVlI 

363RD I.VII DET (DIV) Phan Tbiet, RVE 

243RD AVIJ.UON COMP .. UlY 
(J.sSi. ULT SUPPORT 
HELICOPTER) Dong Ba Thin, RVl, 

281ST i.VI:.nON COMPIJlY 
(ASSAULT llI;LICOPTER) lfua Trang, RVN 

!fQ 

96377 

96377 

96377 

96377 

96240 

96240 

96377 

96297 

96297 

96317 

96317 

96317 

96377 

96240 
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Company ~I;'S assigner.. to tll(; 10th D~tt·:l.lion .mel Wl!S proll1;)tly l'hcecl :!Jl 

direct sup;:>o:ri~ of the 3rd Battalion, 50Sth Inf:mtIJr at Phan Thiet. 1 

June !.90S brollzht the hat tr:msform".tion of the 10th Battalion .1S two 

units l1er0 .. delod and. t~IO reassigned. New units lrere the 4Gth Assault 

Helicoptrr COmp;;;)1", ~lhich ~nl.S given the primary mission of providing sup-

port for the 9th BOIC Infantry Division at Ninh HO<l, uncl the 155th Ass;}ult 

Helicopter COl11?"njr Hhose J.ssets l~ent to the 23rt'. :,RVN Division, SpeciJ.l 

Forces, ",nd ~L"lCV Uln ts 2.round the Ban Me Thout ClTOU. Uni ts dep~rtine; the 

B:,ttalion 11ere the 61st !,ssault Helicopter Companymd the 196th ASS_1ult 

Support Helicopter Com;:>.my, These units \'lore re.:.ssigned to the 268th 

Comb:lt _nriatio!1 Eatt2.lion. 

}'s of 1 JU!1e 1968, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was composed of 

the follolli.'18 units anc. their supporting detachments: He.ldquarttrs and 

He·~dC:1.L:lrters Company 'It Don8 Ba Thin, the 4Sth :lssault Helicopter Company 

at lIi1111 EM, the 9:?nd\ss2.ult Helicopter Com;:>my :it Dong Ba Thin, the 

l.55th .lssault Helicopter Company ."t Ban Me Thout, the 19211d Assault Heli-

copter Cornp~1Y at Phan T!net, the 2Glst Assatut Helicopter Company ut 

Nha Tr2.ng, :l.<"1C. the :<l,Jrc' ;\ss:mlt Support Helicopter COll1;)any "t Dons De 

Thin, 

~'lith the coml,osit.iol1 of the ~~Otr'l Co:noa.+, .: .. vi~"'.tio!'l Datt:l1ion expcrionc-

ing no clunges durin~ thE! ret1~.incler of 1968 and =.11 of 1969, thi11gS beg;m 

to c11;:n:,o in t:1C Ltte.r h::lf of 1970, On 13 :,u,,;";Ust, the 192nd :\ssault 

Helicopter Cornp.::ny movec~ from LZ Detty at P!1.'.Il Thiet to Phan a:mg !lIlt 

P!1.;J1 n:mg, Rim. On 15 October, the lG3rd ReCOn11:.1issance Airplane Comp:my 

loc .. tec .::t Dong D;l Thi11 1~~S Nelcomec. bock to the 10th Combat Avio.tion 

;:;"tt.:..uon from the 223rcl Combat : .... ri<ltion Be.tt,Uion. .\t the end of October 

7 



the ~Slst :Iss.::.ult Helico:.}tcr Company at Nh .. Tr:mg closod out combat 

• 
opera.tions in :1VN in ?r~:)~rc:.tion for de.:lctiva.tion. De:lctivation ceremonies 

Nere held 011 11} December 1970 at He.:.dc;.u:.rters, 10th Combat Aviation 

D"ttalion thus bri.1'1Gi.l'lr; to a close the ::Intruc~er" service in RVN. 

lit the c10se of 1970, the 10th Comba.t Aviiltion Dattalion W:J.S composed 

of thG foll0'"i:1:3 units and their supporting detachments: HGcdc;.uartGrs 

.mel Ecac':uJ.rtcrs Compdny .::.t Dong D:l Thin, the 48th !\ssoult Helicopter 

Compfi..'1Y ,It Ninh Ho~" the 9·~nd Assault Helicopter Comp<lIlY .:t Dol'l[S D" Thin, 

the 155th :,ssc,ult Hclico:;:ter Comp(ffiy .::.t D:.n I;e Thout, the 183m Recon-

n:,iss".nce :~:'r;)l.:nc Conr..J;.ny a.t Dong Da. Thin, the 19.7.n<'. ;'ssault Hclic')Tltcr 

Com):,",,' .. t :'::'211 ;1"-11[;, .,nel the 2~-3rd .lssault Sspport'lielicopter, Comp,my 

~t Don";" B·:;, Th:Li • .. ' .. ~ .' .. ,. ".~ -
';1i t:1 t""3 bCci!11',:w1g of : 9n the 10th Comb.::.t Aviation Battalion bGg.;.n a 

prrioL of trGl:lendous C:1al1[,C. On 30 Januolry 1971, the l.55th Assault lleli-

cO;1te:r COIn;'l31'l:J' cor:r,)leted its in.\ctivation leaving D:m Me Thout l'dthout 

:l.vi..:tion StDPort. To fill the void ,,,.1'1(: provide the <:3rc: ARVll Division 

with neec:ecl -iir su;:>port a l'laclo.ge of si;: (6) UH-lH mel two (2) UH-1C 

aircr-::.=-t ~i~re sent to BJ...' He T:·.: .. ··"':, from the 19?nc1 Ass 9.ul t Helicopter 

froin the 9::r.,-~ ~'~ssaU:::~ E~lico:;ter COin?~Y :.ssumcd the Il".ission •. :'\.150 in 

J,.mu.:.l~r the L:.Cth .d.ss::.ult ;I'31ico:~t0r C0tTl?Ul1Y W·~S reassi,':,l1cd to the 2?3rcl 

L"os, :; Lom Son To 9::, In c"rly ~'e;:'~:Ijr 1971, ,'~ Troo;> 7th Sc;u:;.cron 17th 

• 

A:rnl" Division. The l.lst llcak of Mclrch 1971 three units from the l.st 

,~.-= .. I .i vision .'.irmobilc were o.SSial1Cd to the 10th Combat :wiation 

··-----------T'-.----·--.. ·-,··--.. -------
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C Comp2U1Y ~l::lS sent to l;in.~ Ho.). to fill the role tho L,.Gth :IRC left be-

hind. D me'. D company were both st:,tioned at Dong ;];:. Thin. On l.7 July 

1971 D/::'Z7th wcs recssicned to the 266th Comb1t !lVLction B::tt.~lion an']. 

movee, to Tuy Hoa, Jl'lN. During the month of August, the :2L,Jrcl. Assault 

SU'J~)ort rlelicopter ComPi?l1Y, ::; ;~,U[;ust. and D/2:'7th A~ri"l ~'le<lpons Com-'" - - - " . 
;J·:.ny, ·;9 ;lu3;ust lVere in:lctiv2.ted. December brought th(l final ch,:.nges 

to the 10th Combe,t .·~,'2.ltion DG.tt2~iol1. On 1 December the 1C3rc\ ii.ecol1-

11.'.iss~.nce c\irplme CC::JP~llY was inactivated, also on 1 December the 

92nc, ;.ss~,.ult Helicopter Company began its clc::lctivetion mel com;:>lctec1 

on ~'1 December 1971. ;\lso in DElccmber the 19.~.nd .'.sso:ult Helico.pter 

Comp:lny begun :i.ts c1e.lcth'ation procedures. lvith the close of 1971 

the 10th Comb,",'~ :·,,'2c.tion Dat taliOll consisted of t!1e folioNinG units: 

Helicopter Comp:l.l1Y "t iJin.l1 Ho.), 192nc'. .lssault HelicO",Jter Com;nny .lt 

Dong leo. Tl1in, il.11cl A/7/17 .lir C,;v:llry Troop cit Ph.ln lhng. ;:Ii th tile. 

comin: of the neH Y0::r 19T the 10th Comb~.t ;'lVia.tion Ddtc.lion \dll 

end. its lOl'lg ;md sloriot'!.s rccorc1 35 one of the finest ~'~vitltion B:it-

t:llions in the Ilepublic of 'lietnil<':]. Shortly ·lft·~r 1 Janu,:r;! l. 97? 

the 68th ,·.HC Eond A/7 /17:;CS ~]ill b,.' rc":;Sig:1CC', to other l.:nits and 

w:iJ.l .:Uso com?lete rodcploync,nt ?rocecc\in;'Ss. TIle r.J.ll1:' m<ll1Y members 

of the l.Oth Comb.::t A ti. tiO::1 J.ltt;:.lion t::roUfh the yeC'.rs :l<.VCl been 

,roud of their unit '-'l1(C tho role it h"s pLyed i.\1 the conflict in 

South Vj.etnc'.l:l. 
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Are~ of Operations 

The i'esignated area of operations for the lOth A'v-lation Bat.talion 

(Combat) is the seven southern provinces of the II Corp Tactic~~ Zone. 

The follOln.ng list is of those seyen provinces in sout.hern II Corp: 

Bi..Tlh Thunn, L~m Dong, l~inh Thuan, Trlyen Duc, Qunng Duc, Khrulh Ho." and 

IP..rl:lc. These provinces hllvc e. common boro.er of al"ost 100 miles with 

Cc,mbodiu on the west, nnd they enjoy an eastcrn borMr of OVGr 280 mnee 

with the warn South China Sea. 

The geographic regions of this nrea may bo gener<llly t':iYide<'l into 

the coc.stal plain, t.he mount"in re~ion, and the pll'ltenu region. The 

Vietnumsse se~coast has ~~ imprcssive length in pro?ortion to the 

nro.rro,mess of the countr!. .lU'ld it is the sen t.o 1."h:.ch many of th(' 

p00ple of Vi.etnr.un turn D.S tht,ir mllin food rnd economic source. The 

plentiful ::.bunoo.nco of sc.<:!foods is sustained b".r tho numorous fishing 

hP..m1c·ts locAte<'l all c.long the sef\shore. Snlt is obtained from the 

occr.n in sover~.l lnrge multicolored evr,por.:o.t.ion ft'.nns scottered olong 
I 

the const. The co('.str.l plain occupies th~t n(!rro"r z"ne bebreen tho 

Eountnin3 and is ito elf v!'l.ried in ·geoDorpbcology. In some nre"s rich 
I 

silicn depesits dominate tbi.s zone, uhElrG'\s in (Irons wher", ri'.Tcrs flo,1 

into the sen, wide alluv:i.n.l deposits ~re pr(·,'nlcnt. The rich silt 

deposits of these strer.ns and ri'V6rs rIre I'k~inly dc'VotE,d to rico ngricul ture , 
with IlS mr.ny as four crops per yr.>c.r br,ing gro\m in sone arens. 

hnrbors llre abundnnt alone: the const ';nd Com R-nh is sllid to bo C'ne 

of the finest no.tural hnrbors in \51::>.. The primllry cO'1st'll cities in 

this region nrc !,'inh Bo.'l, Nlu Trnng. Phnn HI'ng, end Ph~.n Thiet. I:t; is 

Phrol Thiot th!\t is reputed to be the !lY2£. ~ center of Vietn(l)".. This sauce 

is produced from s::1.t-wator fish ::-.nd is used by the Viotn~.T.\oso to se:lSon 

their food. 
8 
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The L1cuntc.in regil">n e:::1;cnds e':l."l()r:llly alona a north-south line 

ond ranges up to over 6800 f~et in elevation nenr Dalat. Dllat is 

the largest city in the mountain region and is surrounded by pine covered 

hills overlooking hkes some 4000 feot above eGa level. This city was 

foun:1ed in 189:3 by the famous French doctor Yersin, who recognized 

the site's health-giving qU3.lities. The surrounding area is a famous 

h1.>ntine arca for tilCc;r, pa.nther, lec-par:), elephant, st"g, bo!"\r, po"cock, 

phecsa.nt, and jungle fowl. The city itself is very picturesque ond 

shows the Fr(;nch influence in its buildinG designs. E. ch ch.:llct-style 

vill~, with its car~fullY tended lawns and gar~ens of cannas, gla~ioli, 

hibiscus, roses, minosr!, boug~j.nvillaea, Mel othors, st~nds in a jo.:',rk 

Of its O1ID. Cultivdion in the I:lountion region is lir..ited to small 

clear~d areas that are somotimes on ste~p slopos. Thesc axe tended 

one or two years with no regord for conservation ?ractices and then 

abandoned. TIle balonce of this region is covered with ~onso multistory 

rain forests. 

West of the mountains is the plcteau region, and this zonG 

comprises a eood portion of Darlac pro,ince. The terrain is gontly 

rolling hills and who:re not under cultivr.ticn is covered by a thick 

,growth of gr::lss that ooy roach eight to ten feet in height. Bon He Thout 

is the principal city of the plateau reeion and is tho hub of ,all 

llltljor land and air routes in this western region. This city is also 

the traditicnnl capitol of the Montagnard tribes located in the 

pl!ltcau and surrounding mountain region. There are nttmerous tribes 

mid tribal groups in ·this r.rea, but the largest is thu R.'.:.:G: \/hosa 

influence erlcnds frol~ KontUlt to &.n Me Thout. 

9 
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Heather throughout the: ;n-ea co.n bl!) divided into the SUDlr.lcr 

monsoon, June throush September, o.nd the winter monsoon, Novacber 

through I.pril, with the I:lonths of lo\Q;y mlU October a.s periods of 

transition. 'During the sunwer tho winds tire southwesterly bringing 

ro.in to the plateaus ~d Dountainous arotls. The winter oonsoon 

brings a nc,rtheastGrly flow with r::lins ~'re,Jominately to the east of the 

mOlIDt:l1ns. The two coO:sto.l provinces of Dinh Thu.::.!'l end Ninh Thuan tire 

generally uno.ffected 'by either season • 

.. !bile these seven provinces are the general ;n-ca of operations, 

the 10th AB(C), bas on DEny occasions flown further north to Plciku, 

Kontum, Phu Bon, Ph1t Yen, ond Binh Dinh provinces to support operations 

in these areas. 

10 
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HISTORY 

On 23 l,ugust 1965, tho r·· .~~~tI:·'r:.c-r:;:ncl Hc::;.dq=tcrs COnlpo.ny, 10th 

Aviation Battalion was activated at Fort ~nning. Georgia. On 15 October 

1965, a SJ'lc.ll advanco perty for tho bc.ttalion arrived Ilt ~ n Son Nhut 

Lir B.."\se to doterIJil1O the dcstinlltion Ill1d Ilssignnent of tho unit. Tho 

ad"v-unco Plll'ty \.;as briufed Ilt Hc:.:dqunrt"rs, US/.RV end Wc.s notified tli:::t 

the lOth I,viation Buttalion wns ::ISsie-nod to the 12th t.via.tion Group. The 

locc.tion seloctod for stationing th" new unit was DOng Bil Thin, a srloll 

strip of lClnd en the uostcrn shore of Can RIlnh Bay. vlhon tho Ildv:.llCe 

party arrived on 17 Octobor, thoy found thE) roinland side of tho bllY had 

boon inprovod only to the oxtent that Il SlJllll dirt airstrip and a Special 

Forces Dotc.chI:lent, !3-5l, w(,ro pruc:ll"iously perched on the only dry ffNund 

in the vicini t:r. Basic::-.lly, the l,)ong Ba Thin arc,n \·r:cs a S\,:mp \oIi th dense 

jungle vE)getlltion, inundatr,d by the he':VY rains of tho monsoon season. 

Tho adv:ll1ce P:ll"t-J selected the initial 5i to and startod a c1ellring 

opcro.tion to further inprove the erea. 

At 1000 hOUl'S on 28 October 1965, the HSTS J·jcGraw docket at Can Rnnh 

Bay and by 1500 hours tho main bedy of the 10th 1.viation Battalion had 

arrived ('.t Dong Ba Thin. Tho total nOVOmel'lt tiDo hlld beon 18 days. The 

MW ('.Trivols we,ro groetod by l1ajor Con5tcnce of tho 117th Aviation COtlp:lllY' 

V.njor Wiggins, of th..: 129th ,~vi'c.tion Conpc.ny. The ll7th Ill1d l29th wore 

the first two cooponies to becl1T.le tlcnbers .of the Battalion. Tho third unit 

to join the lOth Battillion ~,s the 48th Lviation Complll1y, which arrivod 

at Phc.n Rcng, approxinatc:ly 25 niles south of Dong Ba Thin, on 26 NovCltlbor 

1965. 
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On 25 DeCC!:lb,-,r 1965, t:,o :'-L,.5th j~rlift Phtoon \,,',5 cssia~od to the 

10th B.:tt:llion with h:::110 sktion ut Nh' Trong, RVN. This platoon W:lS 

assigned the l:lission to provide holicoptor supp::rt :lnd tr:lnsport,'1tion for 

tho H,,::dqU!",l"'tcrs, 1 FLld Forces, Victn!'Xl. 

I,s the yQor ur"u to n close the 10th ,;vi. ... tion Bctto.lion W.:lS cooposed 

of the 48th Aviation CoT.l~~y, the 117th Aviation Coopany, tho 129th 

llviOotion Conp::ny ond their sup:.;erting dot::chr.lents, .tho 145th J.irlift 

Plotoon, ::md H<3::dq=ters Olld Headquorters COIlP!ll1Y. 

The 10th INiOotion Bc,tto.lion WOoS rolenscd fron tho 12th J~viotion 

Group :lnd assigned to the 17th Avintion Group on 1 ~fuxch 1966. This action 

reduced the distnnco to th,~ next higher Headqu.'1Ttcrs fron 170 n:lutic,::l 

ciks to 15 no.utic;::l nilos (Nha Trong versus Sc.ieon), which nakrially 

innroved tho rosoonsivenoss of connand and :ldtlinistrlltivc llctions. . - , 

On 10 J.l~.rch 1966, tho l35th f.viation Ccllpany (FI,TLT) \las assign(3d 

to th::; 10th Bottalion under opGrctionlll control of Hccdquarters, 1 Field 

Forces, VictnllD. The 28lst l.vi.:.tion CoOp,~.l'lY I,as assigned to the Battalion 

on 14 July 1966 o.l'ld ws under the operational control of th(3 5th Special 

Forces Group locr.ted in tllm Tro.ng. Tho le3rd i,vi,:tion CoOPOllY (Recon-

r.:ri.ssonce ldrplanc) wo.s sto.tionod at Dong Ba Thin in late: June and \laS 

assigned to tho Battalion en 14 July 1966. With the addition of this 

unit, tho ronks of tho 10th f.vio.tien lhttalion h:ld swollen to onconpllss 

six aviation conpo.nics ongugt'd in alnost overy as,"cct of corlb!lt ond COr.lbat 

support activity in tho II Corps T:l.Cticd Zone. 

As the c!llendor yO!lr 1966 cooo to a clos(3, th0 10th Coobct Aviution 

Be.ttalion \faS cooposcd of tho following units and thoir supporting 

detachncnts: Hocdquartors and Headquartors Conpcnyi 48th Assault Helicopter 

C~pany; 281st Asoault Helicopter Company, 129th Assault Helicopter Com~'1nYi 
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117th !~s~~uJ:t. }!"lic,::>;:ter Co~p:my ::r.d tho lSOth lIS saul t Support 

.. H"licopter Conp::U1Y • 

During 1967, a ye::J.r of effervescence, the Vr,gllbcnds underwent ::J. 

complete tr:msforn:ction in org::-.nizr.tion. The 48th Has lo:>st to tho 208th 

CoDbat Avbticn B::ttto.lien offc:ctivG 1 s"ptCl.;bcr 1967. The 61st !,ss:1U1t 

Helicoptor Conpany arrived in Qui Nhon on 15 i'levembGr 1967 end WllS wclccDed 

end briefed by tho V':'.g::J.bcnds at their ne,w home at 1.n Son. The 61st WIlS 

decl.'U'od operation:l1 on 20 Deccnbcr 1967 and was given the Dission of 

Gonortl1 Support of II Carps. The 92nd Asstlu1t Helicopter CoI!lpany o.rrived 

at Can Ro.nh Bay on 23 llovGIlber 1967 and \/,"s "Jo1coDe ::J.nd briefed thllt 

sane day at Dong Ba Tlrin. TllO CorJpany was doc1m-ed opC3r::J.tional on 12 

Decewber ~d two d::J.ys l::J.ter proviued tlvilltian support to tho 1st Brigade, 

101st Jdrborne Division. On 1 Septcnbcr 1967 the 129th was re10csed 

, fron the loth Butt::J.lion £lIld roassigned to the 268th CODb::J.t J.vio:tion lllltttllion. 

Tho lOth J3,.'\ttalion was assigned 0. second Chine-ok cOnpD.l1Y on 9 NoveTJbor 

: 1967. This W::J.S the 243rd flSso.ult Support Heliccpter COr-pOllY q.rhieh Dade 
i 
'it's home in Dong B::J. 'l'bin. The 180th Assault SUpport Helicopter Company 

: was with the lOth Battalion until 15 November 1967, at which time they 

Here also reassigned to the 208th Combat Aviation Batt::J.1ion. The 196th 

Assault Support Helicopter Company was assigned to the lOth Battalion to 

repl::J.ce the lS0th on 15 Novembor and continued to operate from it's home 

base at Lane ArrIry Heliport, An Son, MI. 

The year 1968 brought new additions to the Battalion and a few dele­

tions. The 117th was reassigned to the 12th Combat tviation Group 

effective 1 J£lIlllllI'Y 1968. On 15 January 1968, the 192nd Assault Helicopter 

Company was Ilssigned to the loth Battalion and wus promptly plc.ced in 
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j.J.lilEDS 

On 29 July 1967, HI. USi.MT Geller .. l Order 3837, the loth COl:lbat 
, 

Avilltion Bcttalion WIlS awarded the Meritorious Uhit Co~endation for 

exceptionilly neri toritls nchiovBnBnt in the perfornance of outstnnding 

service during the period from December 1965 to Septenber 1966. The 

Butt.:-J.ion wus cited for being the only aviation bnttdion in Vietnam 

having a conpletely mobile field headquarters ~nd forward operating buse; 

for its capability to displace to any loc~tion in the conbet zono and 

undertcke conb:lt operations \1i thin twenty-four hours after receipt of an 

c.1ert order; for its mastery of night and c1cndestine operc.tions; c.nd 

for ntt.::lining the highest montly level of :l.ircrdt evc.ihbili ty ever 

Ilchievod in Vietnon. 

On 15 August 1967, the 10th Combc.t ,',vietion Bottc.lion received the 

. Valorous Unit 1.ucrd IJ..W US:.RV Genor:J. Order 4160. The Buttalion wes re-

cognized for distinguishing itself by extraordin..'lry heroism whilo eng:..ged 

in milit<lry operations during the period 1 Janua.ry to 24 !>brch 1966 1.'1 

Operstions Jefferson, Van Buron ond Harrison in the Tuy Iloa Velley. Fly-

ing incredibly long hours, the nen of the 10th Conbllt Aviation B.:·.ttalion 

en~bled Frc,e World Forces to severely wec1:en e long estr.blished Viet 

;Cong rule !'.l1d to protect tho local inhllbiknt1s rice harvest. By lnaking 

\lIlrge friendly groUlld forces highly o.l.mobile within their oper.:::tiona1 

.zen;), the battalion \lola inlltruo(ll1t(U in preventing the Viet Cong fron 

'securing tho rice hcrvost for their o"m use. 

On .31 December 1967 IAW USi:RV' General Order 6715, the 10th Combllt 

Aviation B~ttslion ~s Ilwnrded the Meritorious Uhit Cotlr.lend~tion (First 

Oak Le~ ClustQr) for exceptionclly ncritorious achievamcnt in the pvr-

formance or outst~ing service during the period 5 September 1966 to 
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31 March 1967. TIle B~tt~1ion w~s cited for deploying its field ho~dr;unrters 

other Comb~t I~~ntion El~ttnlion in Vietnam; for coordinating, planning 

and ~cco~p1ishing missions which involved the extraction :U1U reinsertion 

of a battalion sized unit with supporting nrtillery in the =zingly 

briof period of four hours; and, for executing the first battalion sized 

night operntion without bon€fit of illuninatiQn. luso noted were th€ 

unit's ('.chi.:;vooonts in the d<lvelopncnt, tk"Ulagernent and ph;"sic.?l security 

of Dong Eo. Thin Post which ,,'cro attcin€d ~Iith out detracting froD its 

tactical fUllctions. 

On 24 October 1968 ILW US,~V General Order 4950, the lOth Comb~t 

i;vi:l.tion Bc.ttalion ,lI1S IlH!lrded the Villorcus Unit ilw:l.rd (First Oele waf 

Clust~r). The lOth COl:!bnt Avition B"tt"lion und its assignod units dis-

tinguish.:ld theDsolvos by extraordin::-.ry horoisl"l \~hj.le ~ngaged in Dili tary 

opcr:ltions during the poriod 1 Juno to 20 JunG 1966 ncar D:-.k To. Chnrged 

,Ii th providing the 1st Brigade, 101st Idrborne Division nnd t.:rr:ry of the 

Republic of Victnao elODents with direct aviation support during 

opercd;ionlinwthornc, the Den of the 10th Ccob::t A\~:\tion Bntto.1ion not 

only nocomplish\?d their Il:ission ill an outstanding DnJl.."ler but also 

persono.~ de~t the enCO"/ crippling de.fo.::ts as n result of thcdr surperb 

~irncbility, comb~t assault proficiency and dGvast::ting firepower. 

Throughout the operntion, the unit's personnel. flaw l"lcre th.'lll tuo thousnnd 

hours in perfor,Q~ng over eight thousand sorties whilo ~irlifting in 

excess 01' eleven thou:;:J.nd troops nnd one Dillion !)OU1'ldS of cargo. They 

conducted tventy-fivc cODb~t nsscults of platoon size and l~sg&r, nnd 
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the:u- Iloticulous ::.ttention t,o det:u.l 'J.:1U tcchnic~l expel"Usa ensurod 

that their ",eN no :::.ircr:u't accicl(Jnts despite the difficulties of 

hazordolis torrcin and severe ~leathcr. Through their oxemplo.ry courage, 

professionnl cOllpetenco and relontless detcrllir~ticn, they contributed 

inI:loo,sur.:-.bly to tho ovcrwhelr..ing dcfc::.t of the anemy during Operation 

H:lwthornc. The nen of til" 10th COr.lbc.t 1.vUlticn &!ttCllion displayed 

extmordinClry heroisn ruld devotion to duty ",hich ::'1'0 in kc.;;ping loIith the 

highest trcditions of the nilit~y service and reflect distinct credit 

upon thcmselves and the 1Inl00 Forces of the United states. 
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UNIT COJ.~{t.NDERS 

HEiJlQU1JiTEr.s, H&:.DQUJU\~rEl'.s COl1P IJl'1 

.C.I'.PTJIDI ROBERT E. FITCHE'l'T 1 Janu.-...ry 1969 - 19 J~U(:l"'J 1969 

Ci.PT ... IN GH.mLFS H. FfJ:RCHILD 

Ci-'><r:.IN n':~Olm S. :J'IGELI 

C:.PTi,Dl KlJU. lY. ~UIJL~OTT 

19 Jill tlilry 1969 - 9 JUl1e 1969 

9 June 1969 - 7 August 1969 

7 1'.ugust 1969 - 31 Decer.lber 1969 

48TH ,:VIl.TIOH COJ.lPJiNY (ASSAULT HELICOPTER) 

H!.JOR VICTOR E. ;.uCOL, JR. 1 Jo.mury 1969 - 1 June 1969 

J.ii.JOR RJi.Y H. EVANS 

j-!f.JOR Em-lEST R. BOl-ILING 

C.iY.l'l.IN HllmEL J. SILV 1. 

1 June 1969 - 2 Decer.lber 1969 

2 Decanber 1969 - 18 Decenber 1969 

'18 Decenber 1969 - 31 Dccenbcr 1969 

92ND ,~VIATION COJ.1P :.HY. (l;SSAULT HELICOPTER) 

11!.JOR CLAUDE T. l'.'EY 

Y..AJOR ROBKI.T B. J/:HES 

l>i1.JOR CHiJUZS W. Qtl:TTLEB:,m-! 

1 Ja111.1.::.ry 1969 - 12 !-larch 1969 

12 Ho.rch 1969 - 5 September 1969 

5 Sept~bor 1969 - 31 Dcc~Jb~r 1969 

155TH .~VL'TIOH COJ.lP:.i1Y (:.sSLULT HELICOPTER) 

. M;'.JOR BOBDY L. HOOP,]; 

H.i'.JOR DE.i;l; M. OlVEN 

Nl.JOR GEIlfJlD H. LUISI 

1 Jo.n1Ul"'J 1969 - 25 June 1969 

25 Jt:no 1969 - 23 December J.969 

23 Ihce:lb.::r 1969 - 31 DecCDbGr 1969 

1921ID INIl.TIOl'l CQl.1Pj.NY (t.ssJ~UL'I' HELICOPT"LR) 

W.JOR P:.tlL G. STRINGER 

Mo'.JOR rtOY P. ELLIOTT, JR 

~i.'.J OR ROBERT H. KELLEY 

1 JantUry 1969 - 26 Fcbrunry 1969 

26 Fobru.'1ry 1969 - 1 July 1969 

1 July 1969 - 31 Deccr"ber 1969 
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_ ._ .. T.he. ".sttJgecoachll patch of the 155th Jlviation Compcny (JiSsault 

Halicopter) hns the following symboliso: Tho crosslow represents the 

~lontagnard popuhtion in the 10co.1 llr".'. of opere-tions, tho llRVN Flag 

represents support eivon to ths 23rd JJWH Division, the helicopter is 

inGico.tive of the type e>f support pro'l1idcd, the !>I:leric~.n fhg reproscnts. 

the heri kgc. of tho l:1eIlbcro of th" 155th, r..nd the 13 sto.rs on the; flng 

nCl-l country. Th" c:lll sign IISt:lgocoo.ch" represents tho C':.TI"Jine of 

troops (lIld' c.:u"ii:o over rOUGh tcru_in as done by ths st::g(;co::.chcs of the 

The 155th !Nio.tion CcI.!pany (i..H) \-IllS assigned t;:; thil lOth Bo.ttalion 

(Conbo.t) en 1 June 1968 by Gonor.'.l Ordor #38, 17th l.vio.tion Group 

(Cc·tlb£'. t) • 

During 1969, the 155th s\lt'portc;d the 23rd l.RVN Division, DGto.chr.:!ent 

B-23 ,mu r~-50 Specic.l Forces, Ir..x l::.c, Quang Duc, one Tuyon Duc provinces, 

. and IFFV ,u-tillory. In the years activities, the 155th cOlJpiled thG 

: fcllowine Ilt::. tistic s : . -

Hours flcl-lll- -----------27,256 

Troops liftod-----------------------------G1,540 

Sortie:s----------------130,615 

Gargo hauled (tons)----------1,395 
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92nn I.C (;Jj ) 

The 92ml !.vic:ti.;n CvI;lj".:my C·.H) w".s constitutud 6 l:.ueust, 1964, il1 

the Regular f~ :md activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. It wos in­

activated 1 J31uary, 1967, in Vietnan. Then on 8 Februcry, 1967, the 

92n~~ L.viation C0r.:p~r.y \lc,::; c.ctivntoc1 .J.t Fort C:-..!'sc.n, Color:::.clo. Tho 

c.dvancc po.rty arrived at Dong Do Thil1 011 15 Nevonhor, 1967, und the =in 

body arri vod at Ca.':) ;tanh ray en 23 llovcmber, 1967, cboard the USNS 

General ;rohn Pope. The 92nd clrcro:\ft w0rc prvcesse,l ct Vung Tau ::md 

forrio.:t to Dcne B:". 'Thin during tha first w0ek in Dcc~bcr, 1967. The 

compeny ,ms dechrGd operatiena1 el1 12 LJeceli:bcr, 1967 o.nd two days 1ator 

flo", its first rrission in Vietnc.;:! in support of tho 1st. DrigQce, 101st 

.t~rbornG Division. 

Luring 1969, the 92nd !.v1atiol1 COr.1jxmy supportoc, Tlunerous ::;Dc] varied 

units throu"hout II Corps; 18th Eneineer Brig:,dc, D-51 Sf·Gcia1 Forces, 

C:-.n R~,nh Get:\, SU1:port CO!J!.l;;nd, 5/22, 5/27, una 6/32 l>rtillory, T ·.sk ForcG 

S-. .>Uth oler.1onts, 116th Engineer Detttalion, 53rd I\RVN Regir.1",nt, 500th 

Tr:msportutioll Group, 70th Eneineor DL~tt::lion, c..'ld others. Hhile flying 

for these; \ll1its, tho follo'"ing st ... tistics wore cor..,.ilo,': 

Hours flOwll------------------------27,873 

Trocps liftcJ-------------------------76,985 
$c.rtie 5--_______________________________ 118 ,147 

Cr.rgo h.:nllcd (tens ) ______ . ____ . ___________ 2, 788 
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TR:\DlTIO:~AL C AIL SlCH'S 

Lift ro1 .. .:;O"-_____ ._-:S·:·_.f'.r.,'~co~.ch '~' .. ~ - . 
Gl~"lsh:i.l)s----·--·--Th.1,.0l1 
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Diltt::.licn Opcriltiol1s 

Duril1G 1969, the lOth :.vi:ltion DdhJJ.cn (Ccobnt) continued 

to support the Crourul forc",s of tile seven s>Juth"rn provinces of 

ttl", II O"r1' T:,ctic.·.~_ Zan.;, 'rhc felluwine is of' n,"cess!ty n co~el1scd 

presonkti011 of the naj or operc.tiuns o:nd .::.ctivities durine tho yem', 

The r(.:~~dor ~~hould realize th.:lt no.ny other r.lissic·ns were flot-Ill by om­

.:lircr,-:.ft, but th(;so nissicJns, .. hilo ];(,il1G ('. necesscxy com;:-'Ommt of the 

OVOI'Llll :>oh()oo of evunts, do not by thoT.lsolvos ccnstituto a sicnificant 

.::.ctivity. 

nvginning the now YCL1.r with an dmobilu opor.~tion, the Dlue Stnrs 

su:;·;.orted the 28th RepubJic of K,m:,a (I~OK) Red.l:l<.:mt of tho Hhite Hc·rso 

ROK Infantry Division by c.1rlifting 555 troops, su:;:.pli,;z and equipment, 

This orordion netted 38 en81!lY KIll, 1 POW, ('.l1d 12 cap'i;,tlrod ~Tcapons. 

Fron tho 5-12 of J anunry, tho ID.rc;t-".:st opor(.-: ion cf the nGnth toclc pl:"'.ce. 

742 troops from tho 1st D:ltt.:llion, 30th R("c'ir:lent ~r()r" inserted by tho 

Dluo St::'.rs intv tho mountains n'Jrth\lQst of Ph.:ll1 R:me. This acticn 

resulted in 30 onony KIJ. and 9 captured we!lpons. Fro!:!. 19-26 of Je .... !1Ucr;t 

c,lel:l.,nts of the 29th Rogitlont ,lora· placed into tho 110untnins northwest 

of Ninh HoCt by the DIu.;: still'S. Tho 474 troops inserkd brou~ht out 66KIA, 

42 wc::.:·;c·r.s I thrO(; (3) tlo'lcnino[::1.lns, !!line:s, c....'ld Co rD-die. 

Tho now yc.::.r st~.rk':' off with r.. bc.nC Ctt C=p Coryell, J1,-'l:!e of tbo 

155th ,'.viation CompQ.l17 (;~sc_ult Holiooj:t:.:r). In ko.:.;:;ing with th", oX';ected 

PN-Tot cf'fonsive, C ·J!lP Cor-fell c~.lo l.111t!vr its first hostile attack of 

tho y:::'C.l' on 2 JonU.:lry 1969, when ten (10) I'otlllds of 82rm I:lort.::.r fire 

foll on cr no .. r the cC:l;:o;.md, 1:.155 th,1!l fivo (5) h:>urs later, tho baso 
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W::lS under ntt:lck ::l'!!l.in ,lith f'o\lr ('" roun.1,;; of D-40 rccke.ts striking 

to equif,Dent or s tructuros. TI;icc l:Iorc durinB tho month tho 155th C:.u:Ie 

ll.'1dor L'.tt.:\ck. On 6 Ja,11u:lrY, f'ourt,Kn (1/.) 82rJ::". l:lort,:;.r rounds struck tho 

compound, this tUIe. \lith dE:v(:.stdivEl re.sults. Six (6) 1.i1!-lH's ',lION d,~1ged 

.:.s woll as one '1801c10. 1'no :lttack e.f 8 Jcnuary was intensifi,)d ond 

20 rounds IltI'l.1Ck tho conpound. Threo (3) structures I/"re <l:unc.(;OC' :mel t,lO 

(2) nen \lore. wounded, on" cf whom ci"d c.s a result of' his ,rounds. 

In Jrcnuor'/, tna 192nd Avietiol1 Com;xlIlY (J.ss.:\ult HclicclJt()r) con-

tinued to wrk through 1.0 HcClai n. ,.It \-les (l fest :md f'ul'ioul! st,\I"t I-IhOll 

on the 8th, the 3/50600;-,,-:1 into FSB Zuwcrt. With o.;"sntuts thrcuehcut 

tho :,0, e.·!o.n'ything wnt y-"thor wdl. During tha !lonth, n:my night 

nissionc l1(.;ro raquirod. Ono such nhsion wc.s cor;:pl"tcl-:l on th<.: 29th. f,n 

oncoy forc.c of one b~_tt:.lion tried to cvc:.r run .:l cOtlp"und and 'lillo.r:\J :It 

T1.tt/ F'h:,!lC. 192nd 6,"U.nshiI)S c:xpcnd~d on v~ious enor.1Y positiC:r.s from 03.30 

Ticer 8::l:..rl{s for thoir clo sa :::1r Sl.l)r-ort tlu'oUC:\cut tho night. 

Skrtin::; 1 hnuar'! ::.nd enr.line 28 J,c.nuary, tho 2f.:lst Av~ tion CO!:lPany 

(AS3:1ult Hcliooptar) hlle: ::.s their tJ.:'.i.lI rti.ssion tlw "ur;~ort of' M.'.CV 

r.cc·:!nd:~ Schoo1. Do..sicc.lly tl1C30 !Jis.:ions inyolvr:d tho ir .. scrticn of: LRRP 

crc.ft from tho 281st ,/ere cOr.'"'lltted to tM 268th 1.vi:lticn Datto.licn :It 

Phu Hiel' to o.:Ld in oporo.ticns in th::t arcCL. 

Tho 243rd 1.vio.tion COL1;:;my (;~s:lult Support Holicoptur) g~vc f,onerc.l 

Sl.lpport to nc.ny units thr'Juchout the yco.r. Tho Froieht Tr::lins were 

.:\11 oyor s01lthern II Corps h:luling c'lerything frotl fresh vGgekblos and 
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food to crtillelJr rounds end Y~hicul~r POL. Whole vill~ces to include 

non, \o/Ouon, :lu:.l children and ~ll thoir pies, ric,"" ~ h.;usehold [:;oods 

wore dispbcod to a r.:ore li v<:'.blo en'lironount. Tho individual units of 

TClIlk Force South sUPI:crkd t.hrouGhcut tho yer:.r included the 3/503rd 

Infan'~ry 173rd ;.irbcrnc Drig:ldc in tho Dnkt/Dac Loc arC'.l, tIE 3/506th 

Infc.ntry, lOlst l.ix· CwaL'"Y Division in tho Ph".n Thiot ar""" :me: the 

23rd f.RVN Divisicn. The vnlito Horse ROK Ir..t'antI"'J Division reccl.vod air-

cr~.ft ill thc ::rc;,:\ surrc~mding C"r.J l'..m..l:t ~d Ninh Hoa. Occasicm,l support 

~s C1\-"on tc thc ROK 14"'lits in tht: neiGhborhcod of Phu !'.iep. 

F<;bru:lTy' found the Dlue st,:u-s continuing their su,',~ort tc tho ROK's. 

With the dd cf the 48th, the 2Sth Rq~inent launched o.irr.:'Jbile cpcr,;).tic'n 

yEt) H.:l li7. Tho 605 trocp: airlif"i:od into the Tuy Hoa valley car:" out 

with 30 emer.JiI' ICI:., 4 PO~l' s and 10 ,,[e'''pons. The 30th [(OK RoeiLlont gct 

intc tho act freD 6-15 February. Their aim"bilo or-ora,ticu, using 525 

troops, ~,[r.s quito succlilssful with eo cn(M"J KI.)., seven (7) cc.ptur<.:d 

T.nchini:,;1lll's Md nunorous rounds of ru:U111!1i ticn. 

Durinc Febru..-u-y as well as cth(;!" r.lonths throughcut th(l YElOX, tho 

to <.:lr:lcist ,"'loryc'ne and wont just :lob.;ut OVI..I"'j'Wh,lro. This !:lultiplici ty of 

'~/5C6th InfJ.!ltI"'l i!1 Ph:-n Thiot, 30th l,CK Recinont ,,,t :Jone: DIl Thin c.r.c1. 

:$o.licr l.dvisors of Tuyon Duc (Ddt1.t) cr .. i. L:u:: D:.ng (l:-..I.C Loe) pro:-vincos. 

[;.lso SU;J~o()!"tec~ ,[Ell'(; 051. II· Corps, 18th En{;inc-er Brie~dc, 116th Enginoor 

Do.ttalion, ~·51 ~'.l1-:l D-55 S:;:ccial Fcrces, CQJ, Rcnh Bey Support COtlIland, 7lst 

and 27th Arti.llery, 4th IIlfMltry DiVision, ond 191st Orcli.nc.nce Dattalion. 
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Duril'..g the !:lontll of :'"bru..'Il'"/, the l55th 111';;,vidC;d .,ost ot' t'iO 

avil.l.tion su::>=,o~t fer tho Spociel 'torccs, ~riko Forco operntion conducted 

I '.. ' . . 
op<lr<.:tions w.:rc. r;~~kod by hoavy one."y cont:',cts o.nel fr6nucmt utilization . , 

of c:t!r:ships to support tho field units. C:mp Coryell w'~s rO~ltiv(:lJ' 

.... .. - " .. ~. .::' ~:"" .:, .... c~·.~ (::~ 2.;' .. :C:.:' ..~- , 
the only o.tt::ck of tl\u lwnth ccrn.cnood ::md tomirw.ted aft',r 20-30 rounds 

Cperlltions in F",brullI'Y D.rouncl th;;, Fhm Thiet rc.;O;:J.on got off to 0. 

-1-'1 s~ -rt "or th' la~1"lr1 t.-'.r.l.·G~"I'~_"" '''I''' '? F "~'l"ry Out ( ... Sr" .:::. • ... -I u.: J. ,t:;..It!. _'-'>. - _ V - ........ ~ t;1.' ...... :., :: )~ v ':. r:. C~\L1C U:1~GI· 

scr'lUbled ond due to thoir effective fire support, thGy ~IGre cn::d1ted 

Hith hul~ine t1.trn b.o.ck the .J, grG sei ve enGI:lY 0. t tc.ck. During tho Cnr 1y 

nornill6 hours cf tho 22nd, LZ D0tty c~e ur.1or an int~nsivc r::ortnr Iltt."ck, 

the night md fin.:uly subsided d dll'Jll. The 19211';'· su,ff"rcc1 fi,!Q (5) vlIll 

as ~ result of the encounter. 

February brought tho cop-platioll of 0. Devia C'.r(;.·~ fer HC:llelquo.rters 

und Hecdquurtors Cot1p.'lr,j' in Done Da Thill. A lc.l'[;C Cin":tlc,scopo screen was 

rut into opcr:\tioll for better viewing of tho mecr £oti·:.n pictures. 1J. 

tho personnol ~Ii th novc~ec! mili t:'X'J it.ms such a~ d",cor~t ions, fc.tigue 

caps, ra.'1k ins:lenio., o.nd t .. ,ilvrinrr • 

Tho D11.1e St= rtre:\ ~_t Hil1..'l Hoo, \;=.s nCl!"Ol~ "Horthington Conpound," 

in honor of WO L:luronco F. Horthin;;ton who wc..s killod in hostilo action 
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• on 11 Janu..'1ry, 1969. In M.:l.rch, the itOK IS continuod their aimobile 

opero.tions with the 2~'th Regillent conductinG ono in the Tuy Ho.:( Vc.l1cy. 

The results ucro 28 KIAls ;mel four (!,) cnpturod l:'.:lch5.nefiUlls. During 

the period 5·-26 Hurch, tho 1.8th :::nd the 29th ROK Rccrim"nt conductoJ two 

bc.ttu1i(Jn-si:lod of<)rt'.tions usinG tho 1st uncl 3rd E,lttc_lions. This ceobined 

effort nu-ctod 77 KI.~lc, 20 weaj)0ns aud ene (1) radio. The 30th Reei::lent 

concuct;:,J :l recrwont-sizod epcr:-::tion during I-hrch th:::t tcmi.~tod in the 

middle of .'pril. In this l.::trCe oper::rticn, the 48th, 92nd, and 21,3rd 

contributod rJuch to . its support •. 

C.~np Coryoll, ho!!!s of the 155th, has b.:;cooo wellkno\oln fer tho 

frccuent l'ockot und oortu.r (lttc.cke th:::t "Ch::rlie" bOllb!Il'do it \li.th. 

l 

DurinG the r;onth of Norch, tht:> cc.npcund W:.s hit with six roc!wt ::.lld nc.rkr 

.::.tt.~cks. A totc.1 of nino o.ircr~.ft wcr~ dO.lll,~:.'od ;.~d feur cc.sua1tio3 ru­

sclt::·:'. The l'st "tt,'1,ck of the; ~'1.onth occured on 25 tbrch and brouGht 

• 

the FrC:::.'1t'.lro f(.;rccd tOI'l:1il1L\tion of 0. deliGhtful COllpWy i)~rty. In this 

o.ttc.ck f9ur (I.) = wero '.founded by fr;).gn..:nts frOt1 six 122l:Jm rockets th::t 

hit the cOi!lpound. Thcscattc.cks cit! little k. h::U',lpor tho 155th in their 

sur:r;ort Of TF Woed. In this opcro.tion 13 Conb::.t Asso.u1ts \lc;r~ launched 

foI' the 5th Special Forces, five (5) for the 45th L"'lf'C.:ltry ,(cement, 

llud fCo1.l.r (I.) for D(U'l~c Sc c ter. '[:113 ~"ncr:l1 AO f'or 'IF Wooo:: w:.:s in tho. 

In l'larch, the 192nu con'~inu(Jd to su:)port e1emont" thrtlu;::hotl'~ the 

Phan Ti!.i.st rCi..·:ion. Tne race l-l S r:l.St. .:"110. ftl.rious. en thi~ Sth of ~!src~l, 

::. .350 tNOjl :forc,", !'l'OO tho 251s'c, 252nd, and 25.3:-:'. H:G::e Stl'ike Force ~J:J.S 

ins:;rted into tho AD iTorthv<lst of FSIi ;·;e~!Or·~. With the ~.~wi:;bnc~ or a 

2!,.3:"'d hOok, the cntil'o- ovcr7;tiol1 ,las COlll;~lctcd in leu3 th,:,.:' foul' (4) hov.rs • 
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On tt.1Cl 15th, Co.~lY"t ~:; clIlt" ;::;rl! l-.il! in the vicinity of Song }iao. On 

the 20th of Haren, LZ Betty reo::eived 14 ounds of 82mru mortar fii'e uith 

negntive casualties or damage to equipment. 

The 243rd initiated CL polioy of keeping three (3) Freight Trains 

RON at Ban :He TImot to be utilized by the 5th Sj:e cial Forces and MAC., 

in case of an emergency. This practice continued into April wit.h the 

Aircraft reme.lr.ing at EMT until having accumulated 25 hours of blade 

time, at whioh time they were replaced ,,'ith fresh crews <I!'.d aircraft. 

Hhile in ENT, the creW13 stayed with the 155th Aviation Compa'lY (AR) and 

reoeived maintena.nce assistance from them. 

During the month of April, the Elue stars supported three major 

oporutions for the Korean Regiments. From 15-24 April, the 28th ROK 

Regim,"nt mude .C!l :.irmobile assa.ult in the mountcins northwest of Tuy Hoa. 

There \Jere 1170 troops on the initial <lssilult a..'ld the results were 128 

KIA, 30 nmchin.:lguns, and over 2000 rounds of =0 ca.ptured. Th. period 

of 9-21, April found the 29th ROt: Regimer).t conducting their operations in 

the mountains 1>outhuest of Duc ~j,J. T11iz operation res1.tlted in 86 KIA's 

<lnd 26 small c!llibcr weapons. From 26 MEll'ch to 4 April, the 30th ROK 

Regiment with (l force of 842 men made an airmobile a.ssault into the VC 

infested mountains north,/ost of Phan Rang Air Force Base. This oper<:lt ion 

cost the VC 152 KIA's two (2) FOW's, 59 small caliber weupons end three 

(3) machinegU!HI. For recreational purlJOses, the 48th becrme the first 

unit in the lOth Battalion to h:,'Te un indoor movie thee.ter. The recently 

completed building fec.tures 0. sec.ting cqncity of 300 people, a skge, 

and ~ projection room. 
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C.~p Coryell c:uuc, tmder tltt.:lck twice during the month of J.pril. The 

fir~t «(ttc.ck on the 6th cl=c.J'-'c tan i:3licoptnrs ~md tllO' (2) vehicles. 

On the 25th, the enemy fired ten rounds of 8;2mm mortars into the ars.:l. 

a.nd in:t'1ict()d light ch:n.'lge to fi vc compmlY aircr4t Ilnd one tr:;.nsient 

at rcrccft. lluri!'.g the second h.:!lf of April, the l55th provided ,:-.ircrlft 

for 22 Combat Ass.:Iults for B-23, (SF), 45 R.,giment, 23rd AI1.VN Di'lision, 

.:l.n~ ullrlnc Sector. The l55th .:!lso bega.n supporting B-50 Speci.:!l Forces 

in their oper'ttions this month. 

On 8 April, tho Polcc~ts :.nd Tige~·shD.rks of the' 192nd inserted 

elements of th~ 3/506th Infantry into La Huong Phoung Forest. Their 

prim<lry mission \Jas to loc:~te a suspected encnlY' base c".mp. On the 12th, 

elements of the 3/506th Infm try were inserted into four (4) LZ I S 

simult.:l.neously. The infm try surroundGd :md conducted Il sEl:!rch of a 

vill.:lge susp;lcted of being a. VC haven. On the e'lening of the 18th LZ 

Betty received an estimr,ted 22 rounds ef 82mm mort.:lr fira. ,\11 rounds 

landed outside th(lo perimeter .:l.nd produced neg8.tive d=g~ or cnsualtiGs. 

During the month of April the 28lst Avietion Comp'lnY' (JU!) su?portEld 

"Project Delta" on opGro.tion Cc.ss Pa.rk at a forward opcrctioool b:.se 

in I Corps. Oper.:l.ting from the FOB were the second flight platoon end 

the .:Inned pl.'ltoon. "pproxilllc.tdy 125 !:len \lere 5<lnt forur.rd to the FOB. 

Flanders, hO!:lo of tho 92nd ~vi.:l.tion Co~p~ny (AE), end other Dong Ba 

Thin inshlktions ce'Lle under .:ltt~clt on 12 I·fay. 47 confimcd rounds 

~/",re received C1:.d resulted in fiv13 (5) vehicles, four (4) billets, anq 

t1JO (2) supply rooms receiving light d=go. t.ddition.:llly, two (2) 

persons recl'livud nin or ~rounds from shrapnol. 

~!ay bought about the end of support of T'.sk Forco Wood with 155th 

St.:J.gecoach slicks and F.:!lcon gunships rCl!loving th13 l.:lst of TFW I (j troops 

32 



.• 

fron the Btl Pr:l.:1fl' ~.re: ... on 18 14.V. ;. tot.:;l of 18 comb.lt D.sa~,ults yere 

conducted throughout !"(!j'" ill SUfport 01' TF IJ.Jcd, 2 NSF, 13-23 (5th SFG) 

and 45th Regiment (23rd ARv"'N Division). Cnnp Coryell c:une under a.ttack 

u total of four tiLlC:3 during tho r.:onth cf Hay. On tha 16th, three of 

theso uttl.\cko \.i,-ro 1 nu.'lchod reslil:ting in light d=ge to four (4) nircrn't 

:mel nod"r,:>.ta d=:!go to one (1) a.ircr::>.ft. One (1) al wlssoriously .. ' 

\.iounaed =d W.:!oS medrJv::.ced to Tuy Hoc.. On thCl 22nd. of HJ:y, 56 rounds 

of 82I:Jm :lIld 60Imn mortars, 7500 recoiloss rUle, C'.nd.B-40 rockets were 

rocieved. Four (4) aircraft 1·/or" cJnnrJ:',d, the P,".&E section had five (5) 

buildings and nin$ (9) trucks destroyod, nnd one guard wa.s slightly 

I·roundod. On 23 }ioy, thrso (3) nircr::.ft supporting B-50 (SF) werG hit 

by ground fire Cc.using one to be a totlll loss c.long with tl~ (2) crew­

mcnbcrs §nd t.v (2) pllsscngors • 

On 12 ~.Y. LZ Betty at Ph:lIl Thiet received an ostim~tyd 12 rounds 

of 82:m:: nori.:..:r fire. Th",re wore ncg:.tive friendly co.stlo.lties and 

only minor domo.go to the a.ctive run,"~. Two dc.ys If.l.ter on the 14th, 

LZ Betty Wo.9 o.g~n under o.tt::.ck ~d recoived en est~ted 20 rounds of 

82mm morte.r f:lr$ r"sulting in nogo.tive d~ll·.go to the instdllltion and 

.:10 friendly eo.stw.1ties. The next d.:.y, the 15th, ten rounds of 60mm 

I:lori:lI" :"1". d 3Llcll =9 fire \·/'::S reeei vcd. Spooky WIlS on st<'.tion and I{Q.S 

C!"Jployed. On thd SCl.1C d..""IY Polec:lt # 250 cr.'lshed into 11 river in the 

vicinity of Phan P.ang airfield rtlsulting in the de,~.th of the llircr·.·.ft 

'. CoooandElr. The other ere~/· m~r.lbera wore ab1.. to swim to shore. On the 

. 16th o.nd ag.:.in the 17th LZ Eet ty ceJ:e under ElnOl!lY fire. Spooky £'.nd 

thE) Tigersharks tJQ.de the c.Teo. too hot for IChc.rUe" to continua the 

attack. 
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During th~ month of :.!:o.y, the 28J.st I.viation Company (l.R) continued 

its SUppOI'"~ of ":f'rojc.ct Dvlta" in o:;.;)r:"tion C.~.ss Po.rk. The forward 

operational base was noved froo Hue/Phu Bia to An Roo. at the 1st of the 

month and operdion C,.S3 park ',a3 initiated. During tho reloc:,.tion of 

tho FOB, the 2nd flight plD. toon \.I:1S rot::l.t"d ~:i th the 1st flight platoon. 

To fulfill the gun comnitmcnt in the Nha Tl'c,ng urea, t,10 (2) Tigcroht:!.I'ks 

from the 192nd ~lero placed under tho operation:ll control of th,;, 281st. 

In l-by, the 281st :.vi:ltion Com~uny (Assault Helicopter) W::lS a ... ~rdod 

the Net'!"! Unit Co=endation Med::ll fer cction with Project Delta in support 

of a combined arms operations in the I Corps urea. .~ral Flanagan, 

Deputy Coor..mder of ~lt:w!ll Forces in RVN, presented the a'..;·rd to Ncjor 

Lynn, COIJLlanding Officer of the 28lst. Brigndier General Burdett, 

COI:ll!landing General of the 1st Aviation Brigc.de i Colonel K,horc, CO!:lmur.ding 

Officer of the 17th Avbtion Group (Combat) i Colonel /~ron, Ccctu·=ding 

Officor of the 5th Special Forces Group "(ABlf) i and Cc.ptllin Henderson, 

Co=ding OJ.'ficer of the C.?Jll Rc.nh Nav:J.l ;,ir F:1cility, witnes'Jed the 

presentation. 

On 26 M..y, 1969, the lOth Bcttalion was r<.dtlsign:l.tcd lOth I.viation 

Battalion (Combat). All units \.Iithin tho b.~,t;I;,;~iQn received sicilar 

redesign'ltio11S that went into effect at the seme ticle. 

The 155th Aviation Company (:;11) during its 2400 flying hours for 

the month of June, supportud ur.its in " tokl of 16 airnobile oper:,tions. 

The l:u-eest ()f thesu "imubil" oper:Ltions ,I:l3 an insertion of ever 900 

troops south of B. n He Thout on tho 21st. The 155th also provided 

two (2) otaGcco(lch slicks and two (2) F,:::lccn t:unships in support of daily 

intallie13nco go.thering "Sniffer" operC1tions. Theso were instrument.:l1 in 
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obtaining :lntl3J.ligenco and 1nforr:!ltion conca!'nj.ng thl:! enl:lmy movements 

and build-ups in the surrounding areas. Duri:1g <:'. nie;ht support mis-;ion, 

a command and contre1 clrcraft 1-/itb sovcrcl. pc.sscngsr:3 on board rcn into 

IFR conditions on approach to !e.c Thien airstrip. The uircruft crashed 

.into the hl{~1 and overturned. No one Ir.!S injured, cl.though the aircraft 
was conp1etely destroyed, In a. dc:.ring- r"cue, the l55th co~'!OJ1del' 

hcvez'ed nOllr the wreckod:drcr:U't end :!llowed the ;Iet sur'li vors to board 

the rosuce aircr~t, 

6 June found 12 Betty receiving 6-8 rounds of 107mm l'ocket fire. 

One rou,,'ld scorad a. direct hit on a billet, killing three (.3) and wounding 
(3) !JOra, 

~ing tho Donth of June, the 281st A'lic.tion Conpany (Jlssnult) 

continued its supper of "Project Delta" on opcra.tion Cc.ss Park. On.2 

Juna three (.3) Intr~ldors ClIld t.'O {2) Wolf Pack gunships were cornr.1i tted 

to the 129th j.,vi.'l ticn Company (Assault Helicopter) at l.n Son. Two {.2) 

UH-IC gunships frOD the 192nd Aviation COI:lpany (111) reDlained ,lith the 

28lst until 13 June linen thoy W<lre released and re"tt=0d to Ph.::n Thi~t. 

III June Task Forca South c.dded the 2/lst ".mored C~v:U.ry to the 

t:llits in th", Phan Thiet =eo.. A vigorous progrrun to increase the;, road 

seclll'it7 bctlleflll Phan Tlliet and 'l'uy Pholl& r'iiquircd the iJo.rtici;:ation of 

most of tho nyc.ble Frciffht Trrtin o.ircr~t. 

July found the Blue St .. :rs from the 48th participating in the 

plo.nning and execution of :l conbd oper"'-ticn fllr the 30th Regiment, 

9th ROK Division. This opor~tion in'lOlv~d tho lifting of 891 troops 

and their cOl1lkt eo,uipmen:t. COI:".plekd on the 17th of l.ugust the r;;;sults 

shollod 109 eMtlY killed ;md 49 weapons captured. 
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Starti11g th:l ::lacond hali' v~ the ye.'r off Hi th !l bc.ng, the Side-

kick f!l:,!lshi;:;s from the 92nd l'Unordod .38 cOni'il'med leills, 1.3 suspected 

kills, and a h~lf dozen stl~ctures destroyed. The 92nd maintenance 

platoon has rcnlly be:n w"rkinc since Jc.nu;!.lj". .lircrcl't ~·.Y:J.il:.l.bility 

never dropped below 76% for tho slicles o.nd fell below 70% only once 

for tho gunships. 

i:.n enC'.DY buildup quite siuihr to that which occured just Defore 

the b:l.ttle of Due lap L'"l 1968 W(!S syid",nced by intalligence rel:crts 

ce'""T.~.:.g en.:my aeti yi tee in the Ilre:lS cround Bu Prong M.d Due J..o.p, the 

155th conducted n=erous sniffer rllssions in those Corec.s in sup:?ort of -the 231'~~ :JWN DiYision .::nd B-23 (Special Forces). Huch y::-.lullble intelli-

Gonce ~1:lS g:rther€ld o.nd r.::lnY signific.:mt siehtings Wore nade. July 

tlD.rkod the return oJf the 155th I S support to B-50 operations. lQso c. 

eor:r!it~ent to tho 2nd, 3rd, :md 5th HSF (Mil~e Strike For(0) "ms added 

:It this tine. With the ,,-dded €lnGtrl buildup, thG 92nd c.nd the 28lst 

found theosGlves pres()nt Dore o.nd J:lo:rc often :lot B:l ... '"l l·fe Thout to lend a 

nelping r_ .... ,"ld in providine adeq1U\ t" s·.rpport to thl) ground units Cot Bc....'"l 

He Thuot. 

On 2 J}lJ;y", oper:.:tion Ca.ss Pcrk II (Proj "et Delta) Y<l.S cOtlplet"d. 

lJ.l tho C\ircr~~ft .:\.lld Gquil-:ncmt of tho 2$lst t~'-:!.r>.tion Cot'.p.:my (J~) re-

turned to lllia Tr:mg by the 8th of July. Tho st:lyat hOLle \las short 

lived through, for on 28 July, 0. corm:itnent of cie;ht (3) UH-L'its .:md 

five (5) UH-ICts :.IelS initio-ted for Proj,~et Deltel (~52). The. plneo f~r 

: the FOlvard Opero.tion:~l Ba.se (FOB) ,;;:.s :l.g:l.in in I Corps. This t we the 

28lst h::-.d tho.:: ground support oJ: the Ho.rinos for' loed security. 
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On 12 July 1969, the 281st !.villtion Co::pony (J.ss:lult Helicopter) 

1,IlS presented tOO Viut=:aSG CTC.sS of G::ll:mtr-.r \/ith Pili .• by ~lo.jor 

General Qu.:l.llG of the VNSF. The ~\Vc.rd WlS gi v,.n for pGrfOl'l!ltlllCe 1vi th 

projcct Delta fro!1 June of 1966 to ~by 1969. kttondillg the ce::-(;ODor.y 

WIlS Colonol J.bhcl l1C, Coll1l=ding Officer of the 17th Cl.Gj Colonel 

Rheault, Co=ding Officer of t:,e 5th SFG (:.BN); .'.lld LTC St:l.I'.ley, 

COr'..mt:::lding Officer ofth" 10th 1,y,\D.t~on Bnttnlion (Conbat). 

III :~ugust. tho 30th RegirJont kickEld off :ui operntion in the 

!lCllllt~ ns I1C;;'.r Ph:m Rung. This 1J:lS :>. two-pmse opero.tion th,'1t StlU 1400 

troops nirlifted in the rugGed IJountnins by the 48th ,\vio.tion Conptllly. 

81 enOL1Y KL,IS wore the rosult. On tho 22nd of AugUEt, tho 48th 

5uppc'rt"d the 3rd B;:>.tt,··.lion, 29th &lgiJ:Ient with 0. troop insertion in 

tho c.retl st:rrounding tho Song Cho Velley, swoepine tho ontiro e.re:!. During 

the. closinf, deys of tho racnth, 655 tl'OOPS fror.l tho 30th Rog:inGnt (""rc :-.ir 

lifted il:to tho S.:JI:lEl nrOel to ,::.dvanco tOtlara nnd l:lGot their sister 

Ellenent. The 48th provided pltlllning, cor.un..-nd tllld control, doily resu;:>ply, 

niSht Dedical eVtlucation, ~ fire supr~rt. 

On 9 1.u[;;llst the 92nd 1,v:in tien Cot:jXlI1Y (loR) estnbJJ.s!:on tlll im­

presd·~e s-1biq recol'd. On tho.t d::to 10,000 hours had been flown 1..-y the 

unit without an o.ccident. By the lu.st day of the nOllt~, this had gro\m 

intc. 161 d~:ys and 12,086 hClura without an o.ccid6l,t. 

With August weuther detorioratin8, tho l55th continu(;Od to fly 0. 

high nUJ:\ber Clf hours. Thore: were r.ine ~:irnebile o)1er,~tivns conducted 

during tll.; month. ~\,\. sC't" "f s:tif:'or r.is~i"'r.s ~!Crc crnduct.od d"'.i1y. 

:L-:. cild nr."'.l1c'l ])1.rhc .:'.l1d Qu:mf! Due Provinces fer B-50 Spoci:-.:l·Fcrccs 
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These ,,"is~j.cns ',1~ra giYl:ln hj~;h rriol'itios due to the need for g::lthoring 

::IS ouch ini.;;lligC'.I1cc r..s l'Os3ibl.:l on on"DY mov(J].ontl:l :md :l.ctiv1ties. 

On B Jlugust, Ticorsh:l.I'k gunships wer·~ sorcunblod to support elcl:lc.nts 

I)f 3/506th Infcntr.{ "ho had e:1g"F;,-,d u sqllld sized c:l"!:lont. The! gun~hips 

oxpended on ::I bU!".kor ;:nd eDt the joy of s;;,eing Il secondary explosion. 

On thut S$le day w. R,.necr Toc.m ~IQ.S ongo.ged by n superior NVll force near 

Song ilio. Gl.1nshir.Js prf)v;i.tlec1 clo~a sUi'port C~S the Poloccte r.ode a rope 

ludc1.er Gxtrc.ction while tm~.cr intense hostile fire. The Tigershurks 

\/oro s(;r:lloblcc1 six other times during the ,.lonth to support alcments of 
, 

TFS ~Ih() wore in cc.ntQ.ct. 

"ProjGct Delt.:l" on op,)rt'.tion 3-69 kGpt part of th~ drcr~£t of the 

281st busy until 28 j,u5Ust when Ph.."1se I ended .... On 18 :.ur,ust.1969, 

support fer Reconc,' School W:l.S initintod. llircr:U't from the 92nd ccne 

up to '1.:.r1: Hi th tho 28lst on the first operation. 

On August 6, the; H""cqu·='.I'ter S .'lrea ::It DonG B:l Thin come under 

);lorkr o.tt:lck. ThcrG \~cro sovcr,,1 pGop1(;l injured, !'.J:lC:le thetl the cOllpany 

COLlt1~lldor for HC::Idq=tors Comp:l.'1j-. 

On 22 ~~~st 1969, the 48th inserted the 3rdB~ttalion, 29th 

Rogiuont ~I; Phase I of 11 two prose operation. Ph,·,sc II coti!lGncGd on 10 

Oet.::-bor Hith the inSGrticIl of tho 30th Rog1l:lullt 9"ch WK Division rein­

forced with onG blttdlion. The Regil~ont cp"r~t(!d in the !:lOllllt:l.1ns south­

wost of Nl~l Troog an'd the operllti':.n known as Dong Bo 9, ~1,,"S terr.~in:.ted 

on 19 October. 

• 

On 16 September, the B.~tt:-.lion T.:ctictll Oper:,tions Center ,oms 

dcpl"yed to B:m Mo Thuot to nuemcnt tho l55th i.vio.tion CO:npOllY • 

. _------_._------._-------------



SopteI:lbor 2nd brought a ol::.s(it to the forwJ.rd to.ctic:.l 8i ta that 

the: 92nd had been operc.ting ".\t B:-.o IDe. On that date. the fcrwcrd 

elel:lent rOllI1i t",d o.t Flo.nd or s ,lith tho ren.'tinder of the Conpany. Flanders 

~ ·Heliport reci~vecl a ~ort(lr attuck on 21. September thut resulted in 

two 

(1) 

(2) nircr:!:1't recsivint\ T.lOj or d(llJ:lge. four (4) minor d:.u;l,. .... Ce. nnd one , , 
Pl.::toon building reeeivine lieM shr:lpnal d!ll:lll£<e. 

SeptoubE;r (It Bm He Thuot W<JoS ehaxuckrillcd by tho pr,,~eneo 0;1' a 

gre:lt ntmlber of aircr:.:1't from throughout II Corps. In uddition tv 9200. 

243rd. und 28lst nircrc.d't. the ;;2nd .lvintiun B:.ttlllicn in Fleiku W:1S d~o 

sencline c'mm helpful aircraft. This WJ.S due to the n'o c d for ;,reviding 

incro·:.sed t.:>.ctic(ll end logisticnl :lvi:.~tion support to units operating 

in the Bu Prang - Gin Nehin - Due L,p - trill.l1gltl. Sonctil!les JlS Lluny nil 

35 addi tion.::l aircrd't ,/Ere working in th" BHT nrea c:.ch dllY. 

Throughout &OptGJllbor. thl' 192nd's =in l:ussion 1';(15 to support 

Task Force South. Sniffer nissiens were cc·nducted clnost dnily. The 

, usual cOl,mitrJent for those missions was 2 slicks end 2 gunships. Routine 

resupr-ly nissions wero daily conducted. T:.ctie.::.l E.:l0rgencies \.;ero COI.ll7Jon 

thrOUB'hout the: month und the Tigorshilrks "aro kept busy in response to 

the c~lls for help. 

The 281st kviLltion Coupcny (.~) continued to support "Project Deltn" 

on opcr~tions "3-69" Phnse II Ilhieh begD.l1 on 8 Septcr.lbor. 

!n ScptEOl:lber. the 243ru feund they ~/erc sending ::loro C.lld more of 

.their crews :lerose tho momte.ins to tha Il..".n He Thuct 3.I'Oc. in support 

of the 5th Si:>cei:ll Forces. Ml~CV. :ll1d 17th C/.G. Tho ~/Cdher in the BUT 

,~eQ bceCl:le :) serious hnndie~;" LD'W cGilines Ilnd heuvy min L1.1de re-

. supply of tho fire bases r,round Du PrUlle difficult end o.t tilnes impossible. 

39 

1·----····-----------------------



• 

:.ntj.-cUrcr·:.ft Ilc::pons bOCrJlCtl:,rG o.buncb ... "lt cos the NV.~ prussod the 

D.tto.ck f,;;l' Bu Pr::!";g. 'l.'hCl :~r",:! b",tllGcn D.lc kj:' ~mJ tho G('J.lbcdirul be·reler 

bOC:llllO kno1.m :.lS the "Volcc.no" bec:l.1.\se of the he.wy anti-::ircrc.ft fire • 

Tho Bettnlion Forl'lerd T·cticr.l Opero.tions Ccnter 1.1D.S deployed to 

Gie. Ne;hio. in Cctober j.n cO:lj1.1nct5.o71 ui th and in sup;Jort of the 23rd 

,1RVH Division (1T) ill tho Quong Duc Pro'lince. On 27 October the Forw=d 

Tho ,;!leroy intention:> south of m:T bOCc..l;lO cle .... r as it bGcune 

evident th."\'C th~ cnE:ltny '·1C!.S on the ;a:-:v~. L.1.rr.c sized u.'1its mpvGc1 ~.cross 

tho Co.robodio. border into positions South of Due kp. On 25 Octcbor, 

the onOtly bcg:m his offellsivc. The 5/22nd ::rtillery, in.'rcpo.rc.tion 

fOl" tho off",nsivo, built six fire b::lsCS in the Duc Lo.p - Bu Prcmg - Gia 

They were fire sup,JOrt b~ses Dory, Helen, SUSM, J>n.""lie, 

.. X~.tc, and Hertha. Unito of tho; 10th B:).ttalion, nided by the 52nr.., 

l,aro l'asr,cnsiblCl for ineol·tine, exch:mging, .::nd supportinG the troops 

of thoso neH fire bO-sas. On 25 October, whor. the Cln':'~T bO!'lnn tho 

offensive, Helen C::tlO undor D.tto.clc by a multi-battD.lioll siz0d unit. 

the 29th of October, the pnssurc. had bocoL1e so gre.':!t on Holeill tr.:lt it 

;r.'.s oxtrcct.cd in totc1. Durine tho oxtruction II l:lrGo size enC"J':lY force 

agD.in attnckod Helen inflicting ho.:.vy c:lsu:.l1 ti<ls. The extrcct.iol1 \Jcos 

ccmphted on tho 29th and thnt :.lftornooll <l r03inol1tal sized oncny cl"ncnt 

moved into Helen and cln:u:od it D.S thoirs. On the 30th, }brth.:. uns 

roloc·,tad 1;0 Due kp by !lircr~·:ft froT" the 10th & 52nd Bo.ttnlions under 

heOlVY nortclr firo. The new b.:lsointo \Jhich the troops moved ~/QS Hike 

Snith, n nml FSB in Duc Lap. K:'.to them boc::z.:e tho major t·:reot c.'f tho 

Ene::lY anti-nircrD.ft positions wore nctive all around tho fire 
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base and 011 the 30th Kate crone under sustl'.1ned enemy grc:und attr.ck by at 

le:>.st. 500 NiTA. Two Joker !7,1.1nships frc:r.l the 42t.h .Iore diverted to Kp.te. 

One J"ker wns shot down, crt'lshed, ru,(J WI!.S nostroyed "lith no survivors. 

During thai; srune day, three additiont'll gunships And one CH-47 were hit 

b'J enemy f1.re in the vicinity of Kate. 

~\'hne the r,ajl1r b"ttI'.Eon eOl:'.rni tJ>lent wns in the BHT area, the 192nd 

continued 14th its support of TFS. On 3 October, t"", slicks and two 

gunships conducted a combat assllult extrnction for "C" Company, 75th 

R"-:ngers. Other combat ~.ssaUlts were conducted for 2/lst Cavalry, 1/50th 

Mechnnized Infantry, :lIld again for "cn CompllIIY, 75th RE'.ngers. 

On 2 October Phase II (Trojan Horse II) of Project Delta on oporation 

"3-69" terminated !lIld Phase III st~.~·ted on October 11th. Both operl'.tions 

were conducted in the vicinity of Ymi Loc nnd out of the sacttrity of 

Quang Tri. The }1ACV Recondo School bog~n its training on 16 October loAth 

the Intruders 1'.9 t.he !l."io.ti('ln support. During t.ho four (4) dll:r ficIn 

opero.tion there .Iero fi va (5) eI!lergenoy cxtr!'lcticns, two of '1hic11 were 

accenplished .~t night. 

On the 14th of lJ,.,vember, the b~ .. ~c ",t Dong Ba Thin camo under morto.: 

attack. In nIl, seyen aircraft 1-'ore d"nage(l by the enel'l'J. On the 25th, 

the 92nd opened ~; forwnrr. bl'.se at BHT composed of six slicks and two 

gunships. Tho :>.ircN.ft c.t this fnrlow.rd b~.se flew in the Eli Prp.ng ~nd 

Duc L:lP ,':lr~~. for about .:>no rlonth 'lnn returned to DBT just 11ft or Christmas. 

neturning to the Bl-iT a.rOC'. on the first "f Hovcnber, K::-.te l·ms in 

dlllspEl'r~tc. neod of food nnd ·'1muni tion. An emergency night rc~ur!,ly 

into Knto wna mode by five slicks ~.nd four gunships from tho l55th. On ., 
1 November, K."'.te bcg'.n receiving continuiG"Lls artillery fire from Cambodia. . ~ 

In cddition, the ~mecy was conducting m.'1ssivQ ernund and mortnr attncks. 
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On the: :U'tornr)on of tho first, :::fter all of Kate's euns w"re d:-Jll.:lgod or 
destroyod by ~lCl:l;)' ;:rtHlcry t};(l FS:C IJIlS doekrod no lonc:er e::.:~~.blo of 

oper~.tion c.r.d plans I?ere initbtcd to cV;:CU:lto Kdc. On the niaht 

of the 1st the troops of K:.te IJere sueeussfully extrc.etcd. Ir-J]Jed-

ictcly, the :.irer'.ft ;:t BMT e:A"tracted l.nni.o and Susan under continuous 

fire. The no i n offensive now shifted to Due k,p where ~!ike SIili th 

began reeeiving·12~~ rockets. L-,te in th" noming of tho 6th, friendly 

uni ts set up tl. perin£:t"r on the ril:! of the: volcano overlooking Bon S;:r 

Fa, south of Duc L:lp. The activity at the vole:llo built up liintil air­

cr~ft perfortri.n& resupply to the troops on tho ril:! w,:,uld c.lw;:sy receive 

ground fire, oi ther cnroute to or from the vole,'llo itself, and sOL1ctines 

frOl:: l1i thin the cel1tor of tho volc.:.no. 

During the first half of Novembor, the L,trudGrs fron the 281st 

continued to pro'll'idil SUPiXlrt to npl'Oj cet Del k" on ol)er:..tion 3-69, Phase 

III. This oper'=l.tion terminated on 11 November. On the c'lening of '. 

1iovcrober, n U'rl-H! from the 281st was l'eportecl overdue while on ;: flieht 

fron BHT to Nha ~'r:mg Llnd prosmed do,m in tho vineinity of Due i+J Pass. 

On th7,.t BCDe da.y, Ilircr~.ft n1lI:lber 68-15057 frer:! th" 192nd W:lS :::1:30 re­

ported niszing svm"'l-lhere betHeen Ninh Ho;: :.'ond B::n J./" Thuot. The cir­

cr:u't had been on an adlllinistr:lti ve flight r.nd contllet w,,' s lost :-.£tor 

it <1e:11:.rted th<;: 48th mictien Ccrlp:-.ny. l:n aerial sa"reh "':.'oS initieted 

at fi!'st light using IlS m..'1l1~' es six ;:ireraft per day from the 48th, 92nd, 
281st, .:.ild 183rd l.yidion COI:lp::urlDs. This sO:lreh last,"d until 9 Noyember 

with no trace of either aircr~t or the crews. With all clements of 

the 281st rejoined on 16 November, the eompuny avi;tion capabilitios 

.. .:>ro directed in su;'::crt of tho Bu Pr;:ng - Duc Lap aren def,,:lse • 
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The 155th wr~s ~tlin tall!:Gd to r·rcvida r.ajor support for B-;O 

opor::t ions in Docembar. The corup':U".yIS nor:m1 comitr.:ent for this 

operation w::lll four (4) slicks, except from 8-11 Doeembcr .,hen the eor:;pa.ny 

l/::'S tasked for :I total of oieht (8) sliclts and four (4) guns. From 1; 

. Decembcr through the 19th, a special mosion requiring two additional 

slicks w.~s :l1so iJrovided for B-;O oper~,tions. 

Beginning 10 December, the 281st Bupported Project Delta (Operation 

Yello., Ribbon) 1lI'.::l conducted cpel".:ltions out of thG FOB :lot Kor.tum tl."ltil 

31 Deceubor, 1969. 

Tho latter pcrt of tho month W\S d(lvotod to less w:>.r ori.mted pur­

suits with eVG1"yono looking forward to Christ,";l.:ls ll(lck.:-.ges fron hono a"d 

a fEN duys r-3:t!ll::l.tion. 

The V~gnbonds had done a tremendous job by thr= eTil cf the; yoar as 

the fo1101dng statistics compiled durine 1969 will :lttest. 

HOURS FLOWN-------141,049 

SORTIES FLOWN------417,2[;0 

TROOPS CJ:P.RIED- ---636,558 

TONS OF CJ.RGO lL~ULED-- 52,233 
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