NIT HISTORY 1 JAN 1970 31 DEC 1970

- During the past year the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has flown
133,702 hours and carried over 44,595 tons of cargo and 566,908 passengers.
The battelion set o new USARV flight safety record of 161 days without an
airerzit a;;ideh&, and ‘has recorded en excellent alreraft availability
rate ¢f ow=r 4%, The battalion has restructu.red and modernized outdated
SQOP's and a3 iatroduced major innovations in the safety program such as
the establicinint of a2 battalion level accident investigation and preven-

tien schosl.
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L. .2.:% and soldiers of the battalim have provided aviatiom
support T A2 regimental or larger sized eombat assaults, including the
divisiona® a-szult Operation Do Kae Bi 19, Tactical operation procedures
have bezr revised and improved to meke combet missions less hazardous. and
more effective. Furthermore, the battalion has supported extended combat
operetions of Korean and Vietnamese troops with ontstanding effectiveness,

The Bettalion has operated smoothly despite several organizatidnal
changes. Two companies have made major moves and two have Inactivated.
In eddition, the Battalion has acquired two compenies during the past year.
Despite these potentially disruptive changes, the Battalicn has, through
thoughtful plenning and foresight, kept running ccheslwely and atk poak.
efficiency.

10th Battalion helicopters have pré;ided security for the Vietnamese
villages in the II Corp area and have flown numercus rescue and mercy mis-
gions. The Baftalion Medcap Program is one of the finest in the Republic
of Vietnem, 0§ér the past year, the 130th ifadical Detachment hes treated
over 5,489 Vietnamese.patients. The Tenth Battalion has alsc provided
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teclnical assistance to the Vietnamese in the building and maintenance of
various structures znd bridges and has physically relocsted several Mont-
agnal-ds villages to more secure areas.

These ocutstanding achievements are a tribute to the team work and
wholehearted support which all the Vagabonds have contributed towards the
eccomplishment of our mission.. B

111




10TH CCOBAT AVIATICN BATTALION

COMANDERS

LTC SAMUEL W. PATELIDS 1 Jenuary 1970 - 15 June 1970

ITC JACK A, WALKER 15 June 1970 - 31 December 1970
MISSION

The mission of the 1l0th Combet Aviatien Battzlien is to provide aviatiom
support as directed by the Commanding Officer, 17th Combet Avietion
Group in support of airmoblile opsratioms designed tc seerch cut and
destroy the insurgent enemy and to extend Government of Vietnam (GVN)
control of the population; to provide general support aviation as
directed by Commanding COfficer, 17th Combat Aviation Group to First
Field Force, Vietnem (IFFV), Deputy Senrior Advisor {(DSA) Military Regiom
2, Sth Special Forces Group (SFG); to provide command and control

of assigned and attached units as directed by Commanding OfSficer, 17th

Coambot Avietion Group.




UNIT COMMAMDERS

HEADNUARTERS AMD FZADOUSRTERS COMPANY

CAPTAIN XARL W. MARROTT 1 January 1970 - 26 January 1970
CLPTATY H. R. STRINGHM 26 Jenuary 1970 ~ 1 June 1970
MAJOR J/}ES F. ROBERTS, JR. 1 June 1970 - 5 December 1970

CLPTAIN DLAVID J. REDDEL 5 December 1970 - 31 December 1970

48TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

C"PTATY MAVUEL J, SILVA 1 Jenuary 1970 - 8 February 1970
MAJOR DOUGL.S R. TERRELL 8 February 1970 - 7 fugust 1970
MAJOR PHILIP E. COURTS , 7 bvgust 1970 ~ 16 October 1970
MAJOR WILLIS R. BUMTING 16 October 1970 - 31 December 1970

92FD ASSAULT FELICOPTER COMPAMY

MAJOR CI'RLES W. QUATTLEBLIM 1 January 1970 - 3 March 1970
MATOR BOEBY C. MOORE 3 March 1970 - 20 August 1970
MAJCR RODNEY D. LESTER 20 jugust 1970 - 31 December 1970

155TH ASSAULT HELICOPTELR GCOMPANY

MATOR GERALD H, LUIST 1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970

MLSC ROWLFD G. STEELE 15 Jwme 1970 ~ 17 December 1970
C F1.57 QUIIES E, MARKMM 17 December 1970 ~ 31 December 1970

183RD RECOIMAISSAMCE AIRPLANE COMPAMY
B i
Mo WEIT8 I, MANIEY 1 January 1970 - 12 June 1970

MLJOR AIVIN L. SOIOMOW 12 June 1970 -~ 31 December 1970
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BATTALION OPERATIONS 1970

During 1970, tae 10th Combat Aviation Battalion rrovidsed continuous

aviation suprort to :he Aramy of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the

Free World Allied Forces (FWAF) in Military Region 2 (MR 2). This summary

of the najor operatlons and activities during the year 1s,s of necessity, a
caneise and condenssdnpresentatiun. While providing aircraft for many
missions which do not constitute = significant ectivity, these missions
were an integral part of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion's mission in
the Republic of Vietnam,

JAWUARY

Major aviation support for January was provided to the White Horse
ROK Infentry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, Deputy Senior Advisor for
Military Region 2 (DSA :R2) and 4th Infantry Division.

The 48th Assault Helicopter Company, continuing to provide support
to the White Horse ROK Infantry Division (WHRID), airlifted 1300 troops
of the 30th Regiment into the Deng Bo [ountains north of Deng Ba Thin
ar the 12th. When the operation concluded on the 28th over 4500 troops
had been inserted with the follewing resuits reported by G-2, WHRID:
Seven (7) enexy KIA'S, seventy~two (72) POW's and nine (9) captured
weapons, On the 23rd, the 48th reinforced providel aviation assets far
an airamobile assault for the 29th RXK Regiuent for an operation in the
mountains north of Ninh Hoa. This action resulted in thirty (30) enemy
KIA's and fifteen (15) weapons captured. Thirteen (13) enemy KIA's and
nine (9) weapons captured were the results of an operation conducted on
the 28th by the 28th ROK Regiment which were airlifted by the Blue Stars

relnforced into an are2 1orth of Tuy Hea.

v




The 92nd Assault Felicopter Company located at Dong Ba Thin provided
support to a variety of wmits in all of the seven southern provinces of
Milifary Region 2. Sumort was prov@déd to the 23rd ARV Division, Deputy
Senior Advisor for Military Fegion 2, 5th Special Forces Croup, 29th and
30th Regiments.of the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 18th Engineer
Brigade, 4th Inf?..r_l‘?.‘.::j;"DiVis ion, and Cam Ranh Bay Suprort Conmand.

Crmp Cory=11, home of the 155th Assault Heliconter Company, cane
mnder attack on 6 Janvery when five (5) rounds of 82mm mortars impacted
within the compound resulting in no casualtizs and oche sircraft slightly
demaged. Priority of support was to the 4th Infentry Division in Fleiku
Province, In support of the 4th Infantry Division, the 155th fiew twenty
(éo) combat assaults w-ich Tesulted in the sirlifting of 1984 troops and
11 tens of cargoe.

The 192nd Assanlt Helicoptar Company, located szt Phan Thist, con-
ducted sirmcbile operaticns in support of Tesk Force South., Combrt
assaults were flowm for "C" Company, 75tk Rongers; 1/50th Mechonized
Infantry; snd 2/1st Armored Cavelry resulting in six (%) enemy kills by
eir (KEA's) credited to the gunships (Tigrrsherks). Throughout the
month, sniffer, psyops and resupply missions were also flown for Tosk
Force Socuth.

The 243rd Ascault Turovt’ Helicopter Company brought improvements
in the perimeter and secwr i, in The base camp at DBT. Few concertins.
wire, two personnel bimlers, replacamen® of o1l trip flares, and two
starlight scopss enheanazd th2 security of the wmit. Fo-'rht Tr-in
gireraft worked throwus™.vi e seven southern provinces of M'litary
anioﬁ‘2'with onn =ir- ¢ taing stationed ot Ban Mz Thuot and ons

at Phan Thiet .. =77~ ¢e to provide beiter support to the units in those
38
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.with one aircraft being statiored st Ban o Thudt: afid one: at Phon Thiet
in efforts to provide bziter support to the units in those areas,

The 2°1st Assavli fzlicopter Company wrovided support for units in cen-
-tral Yilitery Zegion 2, Turirg the month aircraft were furnished for a div—
ision combet e2ss2ult and fo; regiment-1l combat essavlts for the White Horse
ROV Iafantry Pivision. Aﬁi*tiop aseets of the 2818% continued snwporting

the MACV Tecondo School.
The 10th Tombst Aviztion Fat“slion in its contirning srprort of Mile
itsTy Negilon 2 commiled the following st=tistiecs for Jenuery: 11,5%9 hours

“lown, 29,274 sorties, 59,275 troows sirlifted and 4157 tons of cargo hauled,

FTSULNT

Sunp~ort of the s ven scuthern wrovinces of Militery Region 2 by the 10th
Combat Aviztion Pattalicn was coninued in Febru=ry, Thovgh not tasked with
daily support of the northern oart of Military Regica 2, battalion aireraft
2w in srpport of the 4th Infantry Division in Fleilm Frovince, Capitel R(K
“afantry Tivision at An Son, end the Support Comnand at ~ui hon,

The 4%°h Asszult Helicopter vompany, whose ~rimery mission is aviation
suprort for the "hite Horse RCX Infontry Divisicn, provided aireraft to
the 257t% Comb-t fvistion Bettzlion on the 12th in execution of sn airmob-
ile omer-tion for the G-ni“ol " Infentry Mivisiorn (C™ID) =t An Son. On
the 20%h, the 47th =irlifted 500 troops of the 30th Regiment, "TRID into ten
(10) lanrfing zonmes (1.2's) west of Ph-n Panp, “his omeration yielded six~

, teen{15) enemy %TIA's »nd eleven (11) small arms ca-tered.

“he 92nd ANC con“in-ed its generzl sup-ort mission of 'Hlitary RPegion 2

with*pribrfty going'tonthéﬁZBrd ARVN Mdvision, “'ith the 23rd ARWN Division
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frecuently changing its area of overstion, “he 92nd was often called upon

. Yo provide zireraft for ._lurga “room moves, During the month the Sidekicks,
*+he $2nd AHE Srn "latoon, recerded fifty (50) confirmed enemy EA's, twenty-
five (25) susmected eze 'y TRPA's zad one (1) str-cture destroyed.

The 155th Assawdt Helicopter Compeny sconducted ten(10) combat *ssaults
in s voort of the 23rd“3ﬁﬂ.“jvisioh end Tetschments B-23 snd B-50, 5th SFG
o~er~tions, “he 155th sustained two mortsr =ttacks guring the month, 0On
the *h the Frse Cemp raceived six (6) mort-r rounds cirsing d-mage to one
structure »nd -ge=in on the 2P*h, six (%) mortar rounds imoected in the com—
meny *<en with negrtive d-m:ges.

Febru-ry proved to be z busy month for the 17nd AYC Polecots 28" they
continued nroviding snp-ort for T=sk Force Scuth, Four Combat Assavlts were
flown for Tosk Force South and-one e~mbat cssauli for the 44th Regiment, 23rd
ARVE Mivision., Tigersharks were credited with 14 enemy K52's during the
zonth. The 152nd guns were alsc lavnched ot various times to provide cover

s medevace aireraft,

The 243rc ASEC commleted four mersomnel brnkers dering Fabruary ~nd
also received nevw 1irirg for the wmerimeter ligh i.c sys“em as they continued
their effori to improve the merimeter of the ¢ -suuy erea., Supnrort was con-
tinued for "ask "orce Bouth i “he Ph-n "hiet lr»a and “he 35th Zngineer
Group ~nd 5th Specirl Forces “roup in the Brn iz Tt -rec., e following
units alse received aviation support from the 244 A%'T: IFFV [ riillery,
VHRID, SPID, 23rd "V Mivision, 90V, 22nd ARVD Disision =nd TSt MR2,
Freight "rein nirer-ft were cs=lled unon to recover six (6) Gowned asircraft

during *hs month,
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The 281st LHC (Intruders) was placed opcon to the 268th CiB, While
working for the 268th CiB, Intruder aircraft flew in support of Jui Nhon
Support Commend end MACYV., On the 2nd, the 281st ccmpleted suppert for a
closs of the 140V Recondo School =nd provided support for another cless
from 17 through 25 Februsry. Ten sniffer missidns were.flown for the
Tnstalletion Defense Command (IDG) 2t Fha Treng with frecuent snemy contact
encountered in the mountains west of Yha Trang,

Vagebond eireraft ir supporting urats in Militery Region 2 during
the ponth compiled the following statistics: 10,489 hours flown,

27,515 sorties, £5,336 troops transported, and 4154 tons of cargo hauled.
MARCH |

Priority of support for the batiation circraft sgain went to the
White Horse ROK Infantry Division. The 10th Combat Aviation Battal;on
conducted & division operction on 1 harch with aircroft from'thé .5th,
g2nd =nd 28715t AHC's and 243rd LSHC inserting the White Herse ROK Infantry
Division into thirty-two (32) Li's spproximstely 50 kilometers west of
Dont Ba Thin. Vegebond aircraft inserted 5,875 troops and 753 CH-4T7 loads
eround the locztion of a suspected VC Base Cemp. The ABth AHC lost one
zircrsft during the combat agseult while making en approach to 2 pinnercle,
The Blue Sters feit-a perscen..l loss in this ercsh when the pilot suffered
fatzl injuries. The operation lasted for two weelts with necessary loglst—
jcel support being provided by Vegabond cirersft. Repoiws from thé G-2,
WERID listed 129 enemy KIA's, 52 FOW's ond 40 wespons captured. Retzlistion
by the »emy forces resulted in Dong Bz Thin receiviﬁg a similtaneous

morter sapper attack on the 7ih. The attech which reswlted in one UH-1H
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end one UH-1C destroyed, one UH-1H demegod, and one gu rd tower damnged
plus four U.S. personnel Wil consisted of threo hand granedes, two B-40
rockaets, ond twenty 82mm mortors.

While enecry sctivity wes at o high point in the Dong Bz Thin aree,

the 155th 450 in Ben Me Thuot wes relatively free of enemy attzcks, Mejor
support was contirued for the-Ath Infantry Division and other w.its in !
Fleiku Frovincs, Ia flying 17th combet esscults during the month, Stagecoach
circeraft also supported the 23rd ARVN Division end Detochmernts B-23 and
B-50, 5th SFG operaticns,

The 192nd contimied to support elements throughout the Phan Thist region.,
The month started off with a combut assault for 1/50th Mechanized Infentry,
The 192nd continued to supporf Task Force South and on the 17th, while con-~

dueting a combat asscwlt for the 1/50th, had a UH-1H shot down by eremy

grownd fire, This action resulted in the door gunmer being wounded.,  The
adrcralt wos recevered by the 243rd ASHC, On the 25th, "C" Corpeny, 75th
Rosgers mede contact with the enemy end gave a call to the 192nd LHC for
support. HWith guns plways on stand-by for tecticzl emcrgencies, Tigershark,
EWS Were launche@ immediztely to provide support. The guns expended ond
wers credited with three KBL's, Tic Polecats closed the month flyirg three
conbat assaUlt;'in oné.day. sircraft were provided to the 1/50th Mechanized
Infentry fer two cémbat esscults and one for Binh Thucnh sector,

The White Horse ROX Infrntry Division commeneed o two wazk opcration on
the 1st ond the 281st was given the rosponsibility of supperting the 29th
Regiment for the insertion and resﬁpply. In support of tho 23rd ARVN Division,
the Intruders flew eight regimentzl combot asscults throughout tha‘month'

28 well as conbet asscults for Mike Strike Conpory, 5%i: SFG.
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On the 15th, 2 new class of the IACV Recondo School commenced with the
281st providing oir support until the class ended on 19 March,

The 1C%ta C.B's airciraft were tasked more in Morch than in the pre-
vious two menths proviiing suprort to units in Militery Region 2, The
Battalion!s aircraft compiled the followipg stotistics for the month:
13,888 hours flown,‘§7;360 sorties, 68,85, troops tromsported, and 4465 i
tons cf corgo hauled.

APRIL

The 10th CAB continued in general support of 211 FWAF in southern
Mildtaxry Region 2. Major operations dufing the month were conducted by
the 4th Infontry Division in’Pleiku Profince and the Yhite Horse ROK Infantry
Division vicinity of Tuy Hoa. Aviation assets were provided by four
cenpanies to the 4th Infantry Division as enery cetivity increased in that
grec, | |

The White Horse ROX Infantry Division was inserted by Vegebond aire
eraft dnto en area west of Tuy Hea on the 28th, The ASth AHC and +he

243rd LSHC continued to provide support for WIRID wumt:l completion of

the operation in May., The operation proved to be quite successful as the

finel results were 275 enery KILh's; 3 POW's and 188 wecpons captured,
Zfforts continued in the improvement of the defensive perineter by

the u:its loccted at Dong Ba Thin as new perimeter WiYs. nevw claymore

rines, ond new guxrd towers were inctalled during Aprul., . . the 1st, Canmp

Ceryell wos hit by mortars resulting in damcge to thres 57-9%'s ond five
UH-1H's belonging to 155th. 1Z Betty, home of the 1¢2.i, come under atiack
on the 4th as five 60mm morters impacted withi= the z:..wmd, The 192nd

had negative dorrges or casusltles as o resuld of the -i%ecl. Enemy
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activity remcined at 2 high level when on the 6th the militery instellation
at KFhe Trang received eight 107mm rockets., The 28lst AHC had negaztive
ds-age or casurlties. Or the 8th the enemy hit Dong Ba Thin compound with
25 mortar rouxds and one 122um rocket dencging one building in HHC and
wounding three, ‘The 52nd AHC mess hall wzs destroyed in the same attack,
The atteeks were wide-sﬁread as the 4Bth AHC received two rourds of noriar
fire on the 10th with negative damrge znd casualtizs. Again on the 11th
Dong Boa Thin received four rockets of unknown size with negetive dancege.

The 10%th CiB aircraft continued to support unite from the southern
to the ncrthern boundory of Kilitary Region 2 and from the coestcl corezs
tc the platezu crea next to the Cembodian and Leotimn borders,’ "So1diers
of the Sky" coitinued to compile impressive stotistics during April with
the following recorded: 13,321 hours flown, 5,485 sorties, 58,500 troops
nirlifted, cnd 4092 tons of cargo hzuled, |

MAX

Moy wis destined to be one of the busiest months of the year for the
10th Combat fviztion Battalion. Incracsed support was recuired in the
Pleiku~Kontum-Dok Seéng crea s the Cembodian operction began on the 1st,
Suppcrﬁ was continued for the units in southern Military Regicn 2, but the
pricrity of support went to units fighting in Cambodic.

Operation Binh Toy I lasted fiom the 4th to the 17th., The 10th CiR!s
nost significent contritution to this effort was nade by the 2Blst AHC
which moved cll of its operationcl cssets to Fleiku. The 281st JHG
suvffercd persomnel losses in this operation zs five feotalities were sustained

plus two circroft destroyed during a rocket attack, On the 20th the




10th CLB's operation continued in Cembodia :rith tho first phnse of o) olch o
etion Binh Toy IiT taking plece west of Duc Lep, The 10th CiB provided
oll Sf the cviation assets for this oncr-tion with the lergest nuwiber of
cireraft being supplied by the 155th LHC, EBlements of the 23rd AiRVH
Division were nirlifted into the srea of cperation, Iaitial eneily ccntect
was light; however, the operation was considered successful due %o the
nueTous wezpons, armunition and medieel caches found.

Even theugh mojor emphasis was placed on the Cambodicn operitlons,
the 192ad LEC sustcined a heavy and significant morter and rocket atteck
oa vhe 4th, /Lppromimately 100 rounds of 60mm znd B-40 rockets imvdeeted
within LZ Beity at 0155 hours, Tigershark guns were launched ﬁnd vere
eredited with 14 cnemy KBA4'ls,

The 243rd L£SHC contimucd to provide medium 1ift logistiezl suppert
ieking significint contributions during the Cambodizn omerations, Fréight
Trein pilots exhibited thc highest degree of professionslism, ond o1l
supplies and crtillery picces airlifted were necessary: for the success
of “these gperations.

Crews of Vogabond aircraft saw niny lomg hours throughevt the month
of Mxy. Mrny days the crews would return ofter hoving spent 12 end some-
tings nere hovrs in the alr, Operstional statistics for the month srec os
follows: 12,20t howrs flowm, 35,723 sorties, 52,375 troops troisported
end 4,508 tons ci cargoe houled,

JUIE

The 10th Combat Lviation Battolion contimued to provide support for .

operations in Cambodiz, Dzily support :1so contizucd to NHRiD, 5th Special

Forces Group, 23rd LRVIi Division, DSA IR 2 end Tzsk Ferec South.
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he Pathfinders of the 10th C/B, using rappeling ropes, were inserted
into several locations 20 miles southwest of Fhan Ring to preprre LZ2!s
for‘inscrting the 30th Regiment, WHRID., The Koreans were inserted onm the
Gth with aviction assets bsing provided by seversl corpcnies from the
Batialion. Two ROK conpindes moved by foot into the ~res of operaticn
with oue compory meeting unewpected heavy resistonce. The operation wis
hindered dux {0 wrfovercble weather which limited close ground sﬁ;;ort
with gunships.,

The 92nd LHC sustained a stond-off morter attecl ou the 12th result-
irg in negligible dencge to meintencnce ecuipment., Luter in the month,
the 92nd LHC wos tosked tec hanger two gunships at Boo Loc for e indefinite
meriod of time, These guns orovided air cover for the 19th Beottalion,
35%h Ezgineer Group and the MLCV Advisory Tesm at Beo Loc,

The 155th LHC continued to provide support for wi.its in the Darlac,
Quang Duc, end Tuyen Duc provinces. Two UH-1H's and two UH-1Cl's were
demaged when nine morter rounds impected in the revetment area ot Conp
Coryell in Ban Me Thuot on 9 June 1970.

On the 20th, the 28lst £HC, supported by the 155th AHC ~nd the 243rd
LBHC, perticipcted in the second pheose of Operetion Binh Tay III, Using
Bar Don Specicl Forces Corp as a steging crea, two batialions from each
of the 44th and 45th Regiments, 23rd ARVN Division end two fire support
bases (FSB's) were insertsd 12 kilometers inside Ccmbodiz, The 281st
Intruders provided the 2ir mission commoancer (iMC) ond also supcrvised the
recrming point plus assisting on POL, PZ control snd recovery oparations.
Duo to.the distance sepurating the steging orea and the 10th C.B, the POL

capcbilities were severely toxed; however, the -4 celled upon his
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regources cnd provided the necessary forward POL ond recrming points.
Lgoin Combodlen operetlions proved successful as caches of weopons, crmunie
tion end medlical supplies were ccptured.

With the completion of six months of 1970, the 10th CiB circreaft
hed carriecd close to 350,000 pessengers ond over 25,000 tons of cargo.
During the month of Juue the Battalion aireraft flew 11,170 hours and 27,091
scrties and cuarried 47,399 passengers and 4045 tons of cargo.

LY

Alrcraft of the 10th Cowbat Avietion Battalion continued to support
on £ daily besis the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 23rd ARVN Divisicn,
Task Force Scuth cnd Deputy Senior Advisor for Military Region.2.

Tre 10th Combat fLviction Battolion wes tasked to ingsert Task Force
South; the 44th Regiment, 23rd ARWN Division; and three fire suprort bascs
irto cn area of operaticns 25 niles north-northwest of Phan Thiet on
Operation Henmcock Gold. Aircraft frem each compeny in the battalion were
utilized with reinforcements being provided by the 268th C.B. The opera~
ticn scheduled te stert on the 4th called for simltonecus insertions
into four arcas of operation. The Binh Tuy end Binh Thuan Provinces,
which covered the crez of the operstion, was still under the effect of the
southvest monsoon, and weather conditions in the nree forced o 24 hour
deley until the 5th. On 5 July, the weother gredually storted improving
cnd the operation finclly commenced =t 1000 howrs. Unable to complete the
opeTation on the 5th and with wezther conditicns forecast to remnin the
scme on the 6th, the AMC, LTC Jeck A, Welker, advised the Adirmobile Task
Force Comnender that it would be adviseble to forsmlete an elternate plen,
By 1300 hours on thec 6th, en alternate plan wos in effect, The /4th ARVN

Regiment and 1/50th Mechenized Infantry Betiolion were to be inserted into
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the original area of operations with 3/506th Infentry Battalion being ine
serted southeest of their originel erea of operation, Wecther comtinued
tc howper the operaztion as low clouds and moderate turbulence were en-
countered during the insertion of the 3/506th, The fincl inscriicn was
coupleted at 1800 hours on the 6th, Although the operstion was 48 hours
behind the scheduled time franme for complstion end the element of surprise
was lost, Vageboud pilets showed the ebility to cope with the chonges and
the weazther while performing the mission without ony misheps. This i

operztion exhibits the professionalisn deranded by the pilots of the

10th C/B. Support of the operation was continucd for nine days; the oper- |
stion wes consgidered very successful,

On 9 July, the 92nd AHC received a 107mm rocket attack which caused

derage to the operstions building with negative casusltics, On the 15th
the 155th #HC, loceted et Ban Me Thuot, expe;ienced & stondofi mqrtar
etboeck with three gunships sustaining nodercic damege, ’

In support of the units of the seven southern provinces of Militery
Region 2, the 10th CLB eircraft corpiled the following statistics during
July: 11,780 hours flown, 27,689 sorties, 43,929 troops trensported,
and 3,383 tons of cargo eirlifted,

LUGUST

Durirg the nonth of Lugust, lorge scale operations decre~sed bub the
10th CAB continued to have nany long dcys of flying in support of the
units of southern Militery Region II.

On the 3rd, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion ougmented by VEAF %

UH-1H's and CH-47's fronm the 52nd CIB lifted elements of the 45th Regiment,
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23rd [RVN Division from Buon Ea Ying into en mrea epproxdnately 50 kilo-
neters cast of Bon Me Thuot, On 17 iugust, the 155th LEC supported by the
231st AHC and the 243rd LSHC, utilizing Buon Ee Yeng as a staging area,
inserted the 45th Regirent, 23rd ARVM Division into "Heppy Valley™
cpproxinately 40 kilometers scutheast of Ban Me Thuot.

In conpeny size or sncller operations, the 48th LHC supported five
combat esscults and three extrictions for elements of the 28th -nd 2%th
Regiments, WHRID from 2 through 24 iugust. Thess operations were conduct-
ed in arcas west of Tuy Hoa end west of Ninh Hoe.

Cn 13 August, the 1%2nd LHC and 198th Medical Detachment conducted 2

mejor airesea ond land movenent from LZ Betty to 2 new home ot Phan Rang

Lir Bose, ALs o result of efficient end detailed plexvdng, the moved wos
mede with 1ittle difficulty and the 1$2nd remeined operciional throughout %
the move. In inheriting o new houe, the Poleccts had many hours of werk
chend of then n~s the huildings were in o lew state of ropeir, Without o
t choanoe D ibs arez of operctions, the 192ad LHC continued
emmozt for Task Foree Jouth, elements of 23rd LRVN Division, DS4 MR2, and
cther units in the Phen Reng-Fhen Thiet aree,

The oreratlions of the other compcenies in the bettslion contimued to
be in gomerzl support of urits throughout Military Region 2. Suppoft
requirsments deerccsed ir Pleilm Provineo in comparisop with the lzrce
cormitiznts of M-y, June ond July., Vagehond asdreraft compiled tho
followlng operctionzl stetisties for the month: 6,845 hours flowm,

27,753 sortics, 44,708 troops airlifted, and 3522 tons of cargo hauled.
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SEPTEMEER

¥ith the winter monsoons opproaching, units supported by the 10th
Combat Aviatlon Battalion plonned ormerations curing September in efforts
to take advontoge of the good weather before the monsoons. The 10th CLB
wes tesked to support operations for the White Horse ROX Infantry
Divislen, 23rd ZRVN Divisicn, 22nd LRV Ranger Battalion, and "C" Company
75%th Ranger Battelion.

The White Horse ROK Infantry Division initiated operetion Do Kee Bi
18 on 1 Sepicmber in an area northwest of Tuy Hoe. FElements of the 98th
Regizent were cirlifted by the 10th Combat Avietion Bettolion into five
LZ's utilizing initial simultanecus gunship preps and insertioﬁs. The
Bat;alion S~4 wis required to establish s forwsrd reerm point cnd two POL
ﬁoints which furctioned throughout the operation. ALfter completion of
the insertien, CH-47's dropped sling lcads of fugas, similer %o napalﬁ,
fro. 2000 feet zbove ground level on gner: cave and tumnel conplexes,
Torget hits were accurate even though this was the first time the 10th
CiB hed conducted this type mission. Battalion gunships were credited
with flve eneny IBils, ten enemy WIA's, on: 60mm worteor destroysd, end
two B=40 rcckets destroyed. The 48th AHC end 243rd ASHC provided resusrly
for the overation until the extrretion wes performed on the 24th.

VILF's UH-1H!'s ougnented the 155th /HC in insertisg the 45th Reginent,
23rd ZRVI! Divlision on 3 September. The oneration was hewpered by bad
weather which resvlied in only three of the proposed nine LZ's being used.
Due to the had weather, the operation wes not fully completed witil
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Intelligence revealed sn enemy buildup in am orea vest of Nhe Trong,
On 8 “cplember, the 22nc LRV Ranger Battalion from Pleilu and "CH Company
75th Hange! 3dsttalion were inserted into the mountains west of Fha ITrang.
The 281st i3 provided the Air Mission Corm.nder for this operation and
selected Ti'zag Dung, located west of Nha Trong, ~s the staging area,
Twenty-eight corbat assaults were flown in support of these troops with
prinary support coming from the 281st AHC,

On 18 September, the White Horsc ROK Infontry Division, utilizing
10th C/B's aircrofi, began Operation Dong Bo 18 in on area wast of Dong
Ba Thin. The three phased operction begsn with the 30th Reginen® rein-
forced by elements of the 29th Regimznt being airliftcd by Vagagond oire
creft., Elemcnits werc inserted into five 12's sirultansously., Phase II
of the operztion was commenced on 29 Septesber; however, lending zone
rrenrration began prior to this date, Th: Speeizl Forces and RECOM
Comp-ies of the 30th Regiment, sssisted znd adviged by the Pathfinders of
the 10th CiaB, clecred these LZ's. This phrse of the operztion was de-
layed until the aiternoon due to marginal w.. hwr conditions in “he ares
of opcraticnéz Phose III, %he extracticn, took place on 3 October,

Tho 45th AﬁVN.Régineﬁt w8 inserted inte the "Hepry Valley" aresz on
2% September. Supported by the 155th ong staging out of Buon Ee Toug, the
the LRVI's mada a sezrch and clenr s.=6P of the area scuthezst of Buon
Ee Yeng. Troops were airlifted into ton I2's. Durins the inserticn several
eircraft received ground fire; however, thire were no injuries to

persomnal, o lvitge s the eireraft,
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The 1Cth C/P comtinued to provide suppert for usdis in the seven
sout: w¥n provinces of Militery Region 2. Vagabond aircrafi compiled the
follcwing oparational statistics for September: 11,139 hours flown,
27,501 sorties, 44,393 troops transported, and 4,299 tons of cirgo hauled.

QCTOBER

Requirenents for aircraft decre-sed scnewhet in the month of October,
Onc: battelion opirntion was concucted for the z&%th Rugiment, WEAID, Other
¢perotions were on compryy or platoon size level,

The 155th AHC continued to provide aviation support to the 45th ARVH
Regiment in the Ben Me Thuot sres. On 9 Octcber the Stagecoach-Falcon
tecm, staging out of Buon Ho, -airlifted clements of the 45th Reéiment into
nins LZ's northe:st of tha staging area for a search an? clesr rmission.

The White Horse ROXK Infantry Division plenned another opcr-tion ip
the momntzins west of Tuy Hoe. The 10th Combet Lviotion Battolion inserted
elepents of tho 28th ROK Regimert on 14 October in supvort of onsraticn
Do Kee Bi 19, The operation continu:.d through 24 October when thes troops
vers extrocted by Vagebond aireraft, During the ground operztion, daily
resupnly §£S'pe::orméd by Blue Ster and Freight Train sirerzft. Coptured
wecpons and cnmuﬁition plus epproximetely 50 cnemy KT.'s were ovidence of
snother successful operction.

Tesk Force Scuth, which received th: nojority of iis suppori fironm the
162nd AHC, cdeactivated on 1 Ocﬁober; hewever, the 192nc continucd to
surport 1/50%h Mechcnized Infentry, new Company 75th Rangers, oad SRV

w:lts in their cree of operation,
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Jirpobils operations begen to feel the effects of the winter monsoon
in '~ latter part of Getober. Constcl regions cxperienced corly morning
lovw - .1ilings with oceaosioncl ciocring eround midedsy, This ocecasional
clearing inveriable proved to be terporrry os the woothor strried deteri-
oroting ot cpproximately 140C hours every afterncon. &s & result of the
weathor, mony iissicns were ebortecd while others were never storted st all.

The diversified avicticn support cherccteristic of the 10th Cozbot
Avirtion Betielion was further broadened when the 183rd Recomnaissance
idrplene Comp.ny was trensferred from the 223rd C:B to the 10th CiB on
15 October, This transfer was hemecoming for the 183rd 28 it w s a nember
of %he 10th C.3 in 1666, The.183rd rrovided zireraft for visuéi
recomnaissences (VR's) for ¥Xhonh Hee, Phu Y-n, Binh Thucn, Lam Dong,

#inh Thucn, Quang Duc, cnd Tuyen Duc Provinces plus convoy cover for Com
Rarh By Support Cormend, artillery observation fe. IFFV Artillery, and
recoanaisscnces for "C' Ceompruy 75th Rengers,

Freporaticns were begun for the imacitiveoticn of the 281st LEC, The
10th Combat Aviestion Battalion et the cnd of Octobor was still compesed
of seven compenics; however, the sirmebils capeabilitias were reduced with
the loss of one assault helicopter company., During the month Vzgzbond
 cirertft cempiled the follewing statistics: 9,579 hours flowm, 23,474
sorties, 34,042 troops troasported and 2867 tons of cargo cirlifted.

The nonth of Novonmber saw o decrense in activity for the 10th Combet
Aviction Battelien due to the winter nonsoons, Battclion alreraft acgain
were recuired for missions in Flelku Province ~long with the dclly nissions

11 seuthern Military Region 2.




iirereft from the 48th LHC were sent to 4n Son to rem:in cver night
(ROﬁ) to support the 126th Lserult helicopter Compery. The 155th LANG
provided support to the 42nd L3VH Reginunts in Pleiku Provinece which was
cutslde their normcl sres of operaticns, Support by other conprnies
'to w.its in their respective oress of'opcration. Combet asscults continued
to be flowm, ut were only coempiny or platoon size operations,

With ¢ decrense in lorge sccle operations, the statistics compiled
decrecsed respectively in comparison to previous menths. Botitslion oire
creft compiled the fellowing statistics: 5,168 hours flown; 20,060 sorties;

H

31,110 troops trensperted; snd 2,707 tons of cargo cirlifted.
DECEMEER

On 14 December, in ¢ ceremony held &t 1Cth CLB Hendgquorters, the 281st
hsscult Helicopter Comprny was officially inactivcted and taksn fron the
netive rolls of the United States Army, Intruders hod served in the
Republic of Vietnam for four and z half yecrs and compiled en impressive
lineage of hecnors and awards,

With the implementatiorn of the Vietn:mizotion progrem, the 10th Combet
Lviation Battalion wes chosen to provide combnt flyiné expericnee o pilets
of the Vietn mese Air Force (VNAF) under the provisions of the Impreovencnt
end Modernizaotion Program;_ The 92nd AEC end 243rd 4LSHC were designnted to
train the VAiF pilots. Tha VEAF pilots arrived en the 10th ond 17th Decexber
&t the 243rd and 92nd, respectively, Preprrntions were made fér living and
ressing facilitios cs the VHIF pilets were to be part'of the cormrry during
this trodning ;ériod. With careful prior plamdng and close liaisen with

The Vietnorsese [ir Force, the progrs: hos been ar overvhelming success,
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11 mid-December, the 155th Lssoult Hellcopter Comprny begen stonddown
opexr-ion in preparstion for Inectivetion in carly 1671, With iaaetivotion
of {vc esscult helicopi:r cow ‘nies, the 10th Combet fvirtion Britalion's
zviction assets iere glmost cut in holf,

Ls 2 result of greater cormend emphasis, better sducation and imgroved
standardizaticn, the 10th CiB wes able to drastically rcduce the number of
accidents thersby saving lives ¢na cquipment, At the end of 1970, the
1Cth CiB had compiled 144 consecutive doys without en nirersfi ccdident.

The 10th Combaot Avi.ticn Battalion closed the yecr by flying 8,628
hours and 18,781 sorties plus tronsporting 26,082 troops and 1,402 tons
of cargo, ‘

The year saw Vagebond airerc-ft flring throughout Military Region 2,
but 1970 will olusys be remembered as the yeer of the Cembodion crmpaign,
The Veogabondg compiled the follewing stotistics curing 1970:

HOURS FLGMyeuuinneunnnsunsassinsnnannnnnnnnnnns.. 133,702
SORTIES FLOHN...;.......a.......;.................324.603
TROOFS CARRIED,vuvvrvsssvususansassnnnnsinnsnnss s, 566,508

C.".RGO IL.I.ULED (TO:}S);Ol-oaolo.-a_:o--uo--ooo-i--olol M,595
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FOIMAID

During the past yezr the 10th Combut Aviztion Dattalion cone
tinued to support the ground units throushout Hilituory Regioh II.
Although several times throuzhout the yesr elements of the 10th
Eattalion were utilized in the northemn provinces, sometimes for e:-
tencded periocs, thenrimary are: of operztion was the seven southern
provinces, These ceven provinces comprise 23 of the land moss of
the Lepublic of Vietnam and was the largest 40 for iny aviation Dat-
talion,

Wnile supporting the following units; 'White Horse ROK Infantry
Division (WHRID), =3rd¢ Infantry Division (4aVil), Cam Ranh Day Sun-
port Commind (CHBSC), Civil end Rural Development {CORDS), Artillery
enC Enzineer wiite, and the 17th Combat .iviation Groun, the iOth
Battolion flew £9,377 hours and carried 17,437 tons of cirgo and
275,792 passengers.

The primary ,ission of a2 combat aviation battalion is to sup—
port the insertion, extraction and resupply of combat wiits in the
fielc. 'While supporting the WHIID cnd 23rd ARVH Division the 10th
Battalion concucted twenty~two (22) Regiment size, one (1) division
size, ond tﬁenty three (#3) battzlion size combut ossaults,

During the year the 10th Dattalion ermerienced several orgen-
izational. changes beginning with the LCth AHC being recssigned in

Januiry, followed by the acquisition of A% Troop 7/17th ACS, B,°C,

-~

ant D Companies 227th in late March, to the reussismment of 3/727th
in July, the stand-cown of the 7Z43rd ASHC and D/227th in dugust, the

stendadown of the 183rd RAC, 92nd and 197°nt .II0's 4n Lescuner, the
1] ]
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rezssignment of the S0th AHC (formerly C/2°7th) mad 4/7/17th ond

finally the stond—oun of the 10%h Combat Aviation Battalion Head-
\\ .

cuarters. Despite these potenﬁially disruptive changes the Bettalion
.hgs continued %0 function cohesively and at peak efficiencr in the
performahce of its ussigned mission.
Over the last five years the 10th Combat .Aviation Battalion has

srovicded the finest avistion supmort possible and has eazrmed the

reputation of being one of the best aviction bettslions in Vietnam,

4t the close of the year 1971 the 10th Dattalion's role in

Trs

vietnzm was finished and within z few ¢ays will be redeployed to

-COITUS where they will undoubtedly continue to arovide the best

Possible aviation supnort,

He
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10TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALICH

COMADERS
LTC JACK i, WALKER 1 Jenuary 1971 — 18 April 1971
MiJ GEORGE L. HOOKER 16 April 1971 = 11 Hay 1971

LTC JiMES 0, HACGDALHL 1% May 1971 - 31 December 1971

The mission of the 10th Combat Aviation Battulion is to provide aviction
supzort as diracted by the Gommander, 17th Combet -viction Group in
sunport of airmobile operctions designed to search out and destroy the
insurgent enemy 2nd fo extond Government of Vietnam (GVN) contrtl of the
ropulation; to provide genéral support aviation as directed Ey Command—
ing Officer, 17tk Combat Aviation Group to Second Legional Assistance‘
Groun, {SRAG), Depuby Senior Advisor (DSi) Militsry Region II, White
Horse TOK Infantry Division (¥HRID), 23rd ARVN Infentry Division; =nd

to srovide command xnd conmtrol of 2ssigned and cttached units as ddirected

by Commonding Officer, 17th Combot Avistion Group.




UNIT COMMANDERS
HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

CAPTATN DAVID J, REDDEL 1 January 1971 - 25 Januvary 1971
CLPTAIN CHARLES E, MARKHAM 25 January 1971 - 25 April 1971
CAPTAIN BOBBIE D, MAY 25 April 1971 - 24 September 1971
CAPTAIN JOSEPH P, DAUGHERTY 2l September 1971 - 31 December 1971

4LOTH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
MLJOR WILLIS R. CUNTING 1 January 1971 - 31 January 1971
$0TH ASSAULT EELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR CHARLES DARNES 25 March 1971 - 10 May 1971
F1JOT RUDOLFH OSTOVICH IXX 10 May 1971 - 14 November 1971
MAJOR DAVID E, HILL ' 14 November 1971 -~ 1 December 1971

921D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR RODNLEY D, LESTER 1 January 1971 - 15 March 1971
HiJOR RUDCLPH E, ADRSOTT 15 March 1971 ~ 28 August 1971
IMLJOR DONALD A, OOLEMAN 28 August 1971 - 31 December 1971

1830D IECONNAISSANCE AIRPLANE. COMPANY

| MAJOR ARVIN L. SOLOMON 1 January 1971 - 11 January 1971
H4JUR RICHARD N, IGTUTSON 11 Janvary 1971 - 1 July 1971
CAPTATN TOUGLAS J. TELL 1 July 1971 - 2 August 1971
MiJOR JTIMMY . STINER.UGH | 2 August 1971 - 1 December 1971

19PED ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

AWJOR JAMES L, HIGCDTOTI J’ 1 Jonurry 1971 - 18 January 197:
MAJOR ARTHUN R, GHIFFIN 18 Junuery 1971 - 30 July 1971

MaJOD INMIMN S, DIIRKTHG 30 July 197i - 1 December 1971




ORGANIZATION CHART
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UNIT IOCATION APO

HQ, 10TH CiB Dong Ba Thin, =% 98377
HHC, 10TH CiB Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
130TH MED DET O/i Dong Ba Thin, RYN 94377
339TH AVN DET (DIV) Dong Da Thin, RVH 95377

e R e SN R e U TN e M S Mo NS e S X

60TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY Ninh Hoaz, RVN 96240
L30TH MED DET Winh Hoa, RVN 946240

OZD ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY  Dong Da Thin, LA 96377 -

B o T e o e e e T e e e b

133HD RECOWNAISSAKCE AIRPLANE Dong Ba Thin, RVN 95377
COMPLNY

S A Y S Y e N R N N N N e e e S i A NS
19ZND ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPINY  Dong Ba Thin, RVN 95377
19&TH MED DET Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
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Z2L3HD ASSAULT SUPFORT HELICOPTER  Dong Ba Thin, RVE 26377
COLIPANY

IR M H R S T R S H R N SR S M I PRI S T A N F I
B/227T L3SAULT HILICOPTER COMPANY Dong Ba Thin, RVN 94377
oI He M T R S F RN Y e TN TN K YR e NPT T SN
D/227TH LETIAL WEAPONS COMPANY Dong D2 Thin, RVN 94377
T R L i i b e e e e S e e e R e S

4 TWOCT TR SQUADRON Phan Reng, IVN 96322
17T CLVALY '
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DATTAL;ON OPERATION 1971
During 1971, the 10th Combut Aviation Battalion provided continuous
aviation support to the Army of the Republic of Vietnom and the Free
World Allied Forces in Military Region II. This summary of the major
activities during the year is, of necessity, a condensed presentation,
While providing aircraft for many missions which o not constitiute 2
significant activity, these missions were an integral part of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion's swuoport in MR II.

JANUARY

Hajor aviation suppmort for January was proviced to the White Horse
ROX Infantry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, CORDS, and Cam Ranh Day
Support Command,

The 42th assault Helicopter Company provided the majority of the
support to the WHRID until 30 January when they were reassigned to the
223rd Combat Avistion Dattalion at Dong Ha., The 9%nd AHC continued to
train VNAF avictors under the I&M Program, On 11 January 1971 Major
Richard N. ¥nutson assumed commind of the 183rd Neconmnaissance Air—

plane Company, In addition, the 183rc Mess Hall was chosen as the

.ist Aviation Drigace "Dest Mess Hall® :nd is in contention for USARY

"Best Mess®, O; 18:January 1971, Major iArthur R, Griffin aséumed
command of the 19°nd .issault Helicopter Company replacing Major James
L. Higzinbotham who beczme the 10th CAD S3. The 155th Assault Helicop—
ter Company YStageconchs completed.deactivatian on 3G January 1971
thus eliminating .viation support for the Ban Me Thout area, One
other unit, the 243rd Assault Support Helieopter Company continued io

train VAT pilots wnder the I&M Program.
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FERRUARY

During February 1971, the 10th CAE continued to support units
within the seven southern provinces of MR II, One major operation
‘ﬁas conducted by the WHRID, On 23 February the 28th and 29th Regi-
ments, totaling 3,000+ troops; were inserted west of Tuy Hoa. Train-
ing under the I&M Program continued in the 92nd AHC with no signifie
cant problems eﬁébuntered. The 183rd RAC continued to provide vis—
ual reconnaissance and convoy cowey for the southern helf of MR II.
In order to provide better aviation support in Bin Me Theut, 2 pack-
age of six (%) UH-1K and two (2) UH-1l aircraft from the 192ad AHC
wvere sent to Camp Coryell at Dun Me Thout. The 2L3rd ASHC contin—
ued to provide mediwm 1ift support throushout the southern half of
MR II. 1In additicn the company successfully completed VNAF training
uncer the I&M Program on 10 Febru.ry. In early February A Troop was
attached to the 10th CAD, & Troop moved to Phzn Rang Air B:se and
within a few days were operctionzl, Their primary mission wus to -

conduct air cavzlry scout suwport for the Z3rd ARVI Division,
Ty P

MARCE
During the month the 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion and its
assimed units continued to support the various undits throughout the
seven southern provinces of MR II, There wis one (1) mijor coperztion
this month. On 24 Murch the 30th Hemiment of the VHRID was inserted
into an area northuwest of Nha Trung, V. During the insertion one
(1) aircraft received comzot damagze with negative injuries, On 15

Hurch; Mzjor Mudolrh E. Abbott zssumed command renlacing Mejor
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Rodney lester of the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company, In addition
the VNAF aviators training with the 92nd AMC undler the I&M Program
successfwly completed their training program averaging 230 hours

'per aviator, The 183rd RAC continued to provide visual reconnaissance

for MR IT and on two occaisions ome of their aireraft recelved heavy
enemy fire, During March the 192ad Assault Helicopter Company con-
tinued to provgﬁé general support £0r MR II, On 9 March two gunships
were employed in a search for a missing iir Force F-100 fighter bomb—
€r. Unfortunately the results were negative. On two (2) occaisions
the Tiger Shark gunships were used to cover a Dustoff mission, On

one of these missions, 15 March, one tndividuad received a wound in

the arm, and on the other, 23 March, one airerzft wus cestroyed and
all four crewmembers were injured when the aircrafi crashed into the
sice of a mountain due to IMC. In addition to providing aireraft
for the 30th Regiment insertion on 2L March, the 19%nd AHC also
provided six (8) UE~1H and four (4) WM-1C sireraft on 30 March for
an insertion of 410 troops of the 29th ROX Regiment. The 2L3rd
asseult Helicopter Company continued its normal mission throughout
MR II, A" Troop 7/17th Cev enjoyed & very productive month while
in support of the 23rd ARVH Division, During the month they were
credited with three (3) enemy KLi's, seventeen (17) structires de-
stroyed and seventy-five {75) bunkers cestroyed, On 25 March 1971
three units, T, €, and D Companies of the 227th Aviation Dattalion
1st Cavalry Division .:irmobile wers 2esigned to the 10th Combat

Aviation Battalion,
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APRIL

April brought several changes to the missions flown by the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion. In addition to the normal units sudported
by the 10tk CAT, WHRID, 23rd ARVN Div, CRDSC, slrcraefti were sent to
the Qui Rhon arca almost on a deily basis to help support the Capitol
ROX Infantry Div;;ion. There were two major operations this month
when aircraft from tﬁe 10th CAD ertracted the 30th IOK Regiment and
on 25 April inserted the ZG6th Regiment into an A0 west of Tuy Hos,
v,

The 9°nd AHC, 192nd JHC, 183rd RAC and 243rd ASHC a1l continued
their normcl missions, After beins given time to get set up, the
units from the 1st iir Cuvalry Division began to operate under the
10th Combut Avi-tion Zattalion, C Company 227th was given the mis—
sion of providing sumport tolthe White Horse ROK Infuntry Division,

B Company and D Compamyr were tasked for aireraft to be laagered aﬁ
Pleiku for the incressed enemy activity in thot crea, These _ireraft
were placed under the operational control of the 52nd Combat iviation
Dattalion. #i" Troop 7/17 Cav was also tasked o send aircraft to
Pleflcu under operation:l control of the 52nd CAD, AR Troon sup—
portec both the 2ind :nd 23rd L2V Divisions and were credited with

fifty-five (55) enemy ITi's curing the month.

MaY
During the month of Miy there was only one (1) signifieant Op—
eration, Elements of the 10th Combit Aviation Dattalion extricted

the 7Cth ROK Regiment which had been inserted the previous month,
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There were three §3)nadministrative chinges during the month, Major
Rudolph Ostowich III tool command of C Company 727th on 10 May 1971
replacing Major Charles Curnes, Major Framk T, Peterlin assumed com—
hand of the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company on 18 May ree
plicing Major Ewlus E, Evans. On 12 May 1971 LTC James O, Hegdzhl
assumed command of the 10th Combat iviation Zattalion replacing Major
George ﬁ; Hooker who ﬁad been commanding the battalion since laite
March when LTC Jack Walker was called home on emergency leave, Dur-
ing the month the 97nd Asszult Helicopter Company was also tasked to
provice a lazger package at Pleiku under operationzl control of the
520 Combat Aviation Tattalion, The 92nd 4HC started training 2 new
group of seven (7) VNAF aviators under the provisions of the Imorove—
ment ancd Mocernization Program on 10 May 1971, At the end of May
these YNiF aviutors hid an average of 54,1 hours, In addition to
providing the normal visual reconnaissence support for the southerﬁ
half of MR II, the 183r? Recomnaissance Airplane Compuny cssumud o
new mission, This being a coastal reconnzisscnce for H;vy Imielli-
gence., The 192nd dss:xult Helicopter Compcny continued to provide a
laager packege at Lan Me Thout in sunport of the 23rc ARVE Division.
The 19°nd .EC also began training seven (7) VHiF sviaztors under the
I&4 Prozrum on 10 MHav 71, Troop 4, 7.17th Air Civelry Scuvedron con-
tinued to sumort the “™nd and Z3rd L3V Divisions in the Pleilay
arez, .ilso 3 Company md D Company “27th continued to lazger zircraft
at Plei'm while C Como.m “27th comtinued to suoport the White Horse

ROK Infantry Division,
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JUITE

The 10th Combat .iviction Dattalion continued to suzport the ground

forces of the seven soutlieran provinees of MR IT and visusl recomnaissance
of Phu Yen Province, Va:zubond zireraft provided support to the White
Horse ROK Infantry Divisicn, 23rd ARVH Infantry Division, D84 MR Iy,

Cam Ranh Day Support Command, SRAG artillery, and i7th CiG. On 11 June,
Major John Retterer took commind of D Company =R7th; replacing Msjor
Calway C, Cauley. On 27 June the 97né Assiult Helicomter Company and

C Compuny 227th were the »rimiry assets used in the inéertion of the 2%9th
Regiment, ¥hite Horss 0K Infintry Division into the mountainous area ‘
epproximately 20 kilometers west of Ninh Hoz. On 23 June, the 97nd

dssault Helicopter Company was relieved of its mission in the Pleiku

[

rez and zssumed the laager nacksge at Dan Me Thout renlacing the

192nd 4ss:ult Heliconter Corrazny. ngif/primary mission was to continue
support for the 23rd ARVH Infuintry Division, ~The 9“nd AEC and 19%nd
AHC continued to train VHAT sviztors wader the I&M Program, D Company
and D Company were also released from their miseion .t Plaiku and re-
turmed to Dong 22 Thin wldile wiw Troop continued to support units in &
the Pleiltw 2rea. Upoam their relezse from *hc Dan Me Thout mission the
197nd Assault Helicopter Company bscone the primary support for the
Civil Owerations and Rur:l Development Susport (CORDS) Program operzted
by MiCY. C Company continued to support the ihite Horse OX Infintry
Division and the Z43rd Ass:ult Support Helicopter Company continued to

provice medium 1ift suprort for southern MR II.
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JULY
This month Vakabond aireraft continued to support various units of
southern MR II. In addition there were two major changes within the

battalion, On 5 July the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company be-

gan stand—down for redeployment to CONUS, This eliminatecd the 10th Come
bat AVlhtlon Battalion capa 2bility to provide nedium 1ift support. The
10th CAB lost one other unit when on 17 July B Company 227th wes reaSe

signed to the 268th Combat Aviation Dettalion and moved to Ty Hoa, RV,

On 30 July Hajor Irwin S, Dierking assumed commanc of the 192nd Assault
Heliconter Cormazny from ceparting Major Arthur R. Griffin, There were é
three major operztions c¢uring the month beginning with the eytrnctlcg

of the 29th ROK 1 Regiment from zn are: 30 kilometers west southwest of

Ninh Kos, On 12 ana 13 July C Company 227h ind the 19°nd AHC were the

primary assets used o insert the 30th ROK Regiment into IZ2's L0 kilom—

eters west of Dong Bz Thin, Then 3géin the s:me sssets were used on 25

July to extract the 3Ctl Regiment from the Sihe arei. The remzinder of

the 10th CAD %rf€s continued with their normil missions with the excep—

tian of A" Troop 7/17th CAY. On 5 July they began premerations to
move from Pleilcu, where they had been operating for 95 da ays, baclt to |

Phan Rang Air Dase,

AUGUST
The month of August brought seversl changes to the 10th Combat
Avistion Dattalion, On 2 August Major Jimmy W, Stinebzugh assumed com-
mand of the 183rd Recormmaissance Adrplane Company replzcing CPT Douglas
Jo Dell, who hac' commanded the company since 1 July 1971, Major Ronalg
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As Coleman left his position as the 10th GiD S3 on 28 August to as~
sume command ef the 92nd Assault Kelicopter Company from Major
Rudolph E, ibbott. On 31 August 1971 C Company 227th was redesig-

nated the &Oth Avistion Company (issault HeliéoPter). There were

two major operations this month which wltimakely were the last reg-
imental size operztions to be supportec by the 10th Combat iviation
Dattaiion; uOﬁ 10 sugust the 28th ROX Regiment was inserted into
the mountains northwest of Tuy Hoa and on 24 August they were es~

tracted from the same irez. On 8 dAugust the 243rd Assault Support

Helicopter Company completed stand-down procedures and was redenloy—
ed to Ft. Lewis, Washington, Major Frank T, Peterlin, the commonding
officer of the Z43rd, was reassigned to the 10th Cal Headquarters

as Dattalion Executive Officer, On 10 .ugust D Compuny 227th begun
stand—down proceedings and completed on 29 August, This eliminst—

eC the derlzl Weapons Cormany and reduced the 10th Combzt AviatiOn.
Cattalion to five (5) operational companies plus Headquarters Com~
pany. Doth the 92nd and the 192nd Assault Helicopter Companies com-
pleted training the VIUF .iviztors under the Improvement and Moderm—
ization Program averaging 225 hours per zviator, Other than this

the 92nd énd 192nd AEC*'s continued their normal mission along with

the remainder of the battalion.

SEPTEMDER
The month of September brought = marked increase in the num
ber of combat essaults supported by the iOth Combct Aviation Dat—

talion, Although there were no regimentul size operctions, there
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were 13 battalion size insertions and erxtractions, The primory
units supported belonged to the White Horse X Infontry Division
however there were two combat 2ssuults, 2 September and 11 September,
concucted for the 23rd ADYN Division, .Deginning on 10 September

the 0th, 92nd and 192n2 Assoult Helicopter Companies inserted six
cifferent battalions :nd extracted five of these battalions, the
last on 30 September, In addition to the numerous combat asszults
the 10th Combat .vi.tion Dett:lion continued s normal suppdrt

for Cam Dank Dzy Sup-ors Commund, Z3rd ARVH Infantry Division, White

Horse ROX Infantry Division, CORDS, and the 17th CAG.

OCTOBER

The 10th Combat ‘viation Dattalion continued to support the
ground forces of the seven southern provinces of MR II during the _
month of October., On & October Camp Coryell =t Dan Me Thout wes
closed which ceused the aireraft paciage from the 92nd Assault Hel-
iconter Compuny to disterse some of its sirerazft, Three (3) UH-1H
and two UH-1} remained 2t Dan Me Thout while two UH-~1H went to
Pleiltu and one went to Gia Nghia, During the Vietnsm Presidentisl
flection period several adrcraft from #A® Troop 7/17th Cavalry and
the 197nd Assault Heliconster Company were sent to Deo Loc 315 in~
creised security for th:at zrea, There were two battajion size
operitions this momth. The &0th .issault Helicopter Company, with
cireraft adde¢ from both the 97nd and 192nd sscult Helicopter Com=
panies inscrted the “nd Dn of the 29th ROK ileziment on 9 October 2nd
the 1st Dn of the 28th MOX itegiment on 10 October., On 23 October
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the 50th ANC extractec the 2nd Dn 29th RGT wﬁil-l the 1st Dn 28th
RGT walked out of the field., Two umits of the Dattalion had very
much success during the month inflicting hecvy damage to the enemy,
The 92nd Assault Helicopter Company gunships were credited with 3
bunkers destroyed and 38 enemy killed in action. “A" Troop 7/17th
Cav was even more successfull when they were credited with destruc—
tion of an enemy hootch complex, 10 bimlkers destroyed ind 25 enemy
killed in action, Truining of VNAF iviators continued wnder the
I1&M Program in both the 192nd and &Oth Assault Helicopter Companies

who had five (5) aviators ezch,

NOVEMBER

During November Vigabond sircraft were again involved in seve
eral battalion operations. On 3 November elements of the L4ith ARV
Regiment 23rd ARVN Division were inserted neur Song Mao, I November
an HFPF force from Cinh Thuan province wes inserted nezr Phan Thiet,
on 7 November 10 Vaegzbond aircraft linked up with VNAF elements to
eid in the insertion of the 45th ARVI! Regoment near Phu Nhon and on
17 November 12 aircraft again joined the VNAF to extract the L5th
Aegiment, The next two days, 18 and 19 November, the &0th Assault
Helicopter Company :zcted as G&C for two insertions of elements of
the 28th and 29th Regiments respectively and then sgain on 21 Nov—
ember for an insertién of the 2nd Dn 30th ICK Regiment. Then on
26 November the clements of the 29th MK Regiment and on 27 Nov-
ember the elements of the 30th ROK Regiment were extrocted while

the 20th Regiment walced out of the field, This month founc the
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_10th Combat Aiviztion Battalion strength cut even further when the
183ré Recormaissance Airplane Company began stand-down oﬁ 1 November,
This eliminated the Battalion's visupl reconnalssance missions for
the southern half of MR II, Doth the 19°nd cnd %0th issault Heli~
copter Companies completed training the VI'#.’-&F dviztors attached to
them under the Improvement and Modernization Program averaging just
over 200 hours per aviator, Again the 92nd Assault Helicopter Com—
pany and "A" Troop 7/17th Cavalry enjoyed successful months when
the 92nd JHC gunships were credited with 50 enemy XB.i's and #A" Troop,
after moving back to Pleoku for a fey days, destroyed and c{amaged

severzl bunker complexes,




DECHTER
During the month of December the 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion
" continued to provide support for the seven southern provinces of MR
IT to ineclude.the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 23rd ARVN Infan-
try Division, Cam flanh Bay Support Command and 17th CiAG. As the
montli progressed the 10th Dattalion's support was continually reduced
until 31 Decenmber 1971 when the 10th Combat ‘viciion Dutialion reas—
signed its two remaining units, the &Oth Assault Helicopter Commany
and "A" Troop 7th Scuadron i7th Cavalry, and began stand-cown proced-
ures for future redeployment tdo CONUS, During the month elements
of the 10th CAB supported three (3) ROK battalion combat assawlts in
addition to the normal missions flown, On 1 December the 9°nd As-
sault Helicopter Compuny begmn stand-down and. completed on 31 Dec—
ember, There wcs only one major problem encountered, this being the
late disposition of persomnel and aircraft, On 20 December 1971 the
192nd Assault Helicopter Company bezan its stmnd—down, Their sched-

ule¢ commletion cdate is 20 January 1$72.
Ath AHC

During December the 50th AHC continued to provide the orimary
eviation support for the White Horse ROK Infantry Division. In this
capacity they proviced the majority of the uircraft and the C&C for
three ROK bettalion operations. The &Cth AFC also zssumed the Cam
Ranh Bay Support Command mission on the 20th when the 192nd started
stand-down, In order to provice the maximum support possible the

80th AKC acquired three (3) additional UH-1K aireraft and an aerial
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weupons platoon consistiné of six (&) AE-1G Cobra Gunships,
92nc AHC
During the month of December the 92nc AKC ¢id not provide avi-
stion support due to the faet they began stané-cown procecdures on °
1 December, Everything progressed on schedule anc. the deactivation
was complete on 31 December 1971,
192nd AHC
For the first twenty (20) days of December the 192nd AHC contin-
ued to provide aviation support for the combat znc combat supnort
wiits within the seven southern provinces of MR II, During the month
the 192n¢ experienced three (3) minor aircraft incidents with no
injuries to pérsonnel. |
| A/7/17 ACS
During December A Troop supported elements of the <3rd ARVH Div—
ision in areas zround Song Mao, Dalat, and Dzo Loc. They also sup—
ported the Hinh Thuan Province Intelligence Plutoon at Phan Rang und
JDOC at Cam Ranh Bay. While in support of these various units 4/7/17
spotted several structures, burikers, and enemy personnel, The gun-
ships expended their ordnance on several of these sightings result-
ing in many structures and bun%ers destroyed or dameged, . Troop
also inserted troops into muny of these 2rezs, On the 20th of Dec~
ember 4 Troop wes required to muintain a package of two () Cobrs
gunships ¢ one (1) OH-%1 LOH st Dong Bz Thin for the Cam Ranh
Special Sector defense, Later in the month two () UH-1H aireraft
were also éent to Dong D2 Thin ond after the 31st the entire nackage

will come under the operational control of Cam Ienh Day Support Command,
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For the year 1971 the 10th Combat Aviation Batta}ion, while
Supporting the combat suport units of Military
the following statistics:

HO'III‘S flm.....ll.-l.lll.l..'......l..0..."....'.89'377
Troops lifted

....'...'..‘...'-....‘......l.....l..276’792
Sor‘bieS...-.-

.....'..‘......'...'....‘........-...171’677
Cargo hauled (tons)

g-uu-n-o-----.....-..--..-...17,-537

Zegion II, compiled

.....
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- ANARD3 1971

B BAK . AMARD RECETVID
~ HEADQUARTERS AN HE\DAGUARTERS COMPANY

HALKIR, Jack A, LTC Legion of Merit

LESTER, Nocney ‘ MiJ Distinguished Flying Cross .

ACLEVEDC, Reamon i, CPT Distinzuished Flying Cross

Dronze Star for Service and lchievement Lo 37

Army Commencation Mecal, for Service and Achievement 122

Purnle Heart ' 7

Adr Medsl for Valor 3

4ir Hedal 313

20T A3SAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY |

DUDAY, Ronald E, CPT Distincuished Flying Cross

G IFFIN, James G, CPT Distinguished Ilying Cross !

CROSEY, Tholon T, - WOl Distinguished Flying Cross ‘

HAYES, Robert A, 101 Distinguished Flying Cross - |

100D, Charles H, j7(0x} Distinguished Flying Cross :
|

Dronze Star for Service and Achievement 12

Army Commendation lMedal for Service and Achievement 51

Purnle Heart X

4ir Medal for Valor 30

air Medal 5C

927D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

DIiEr, Larry R, CPT Silver Stir (Posthumous)

LUDBRHUSTY, Gerald M, SPL, Silver Star Posthwnousg'

LITTLETON, John H, SPL. Silver Star (Posthumous

COT3, Dernard 4, CPT Distinguished Flving Cross

SHANAHAIY, John L, CPT Distinguished Flying Cross

Dronze Stor for Service and Achievement 7E

Army Commendation Medul Tor Service ond Achievement o1

Purple Heart )

Adr Medal for Valor 3

Air Mecdal G54,
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