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UNIT HISTORY 1 JAN 197031 DEC 1970 

. During tho past yea:- the 10th Combat Aviation Battalien hOos flown 

133,702 hours Imd carrie<i over 44,595 tons of cargo and 566,908 passengers. 

The battalion (let a new USARV flight s!lfety record of 161 days without = 
. rcrol"'~ . ., .. .: d'!I;"'+ a~ ...... v ~ •.• , .. ;. \: __ ..L ,.;. and has recorded an excellent aircraft availability 

The battalion has restructured and modernized outdated 

SOP's and ::,~.J :;.::troduced major innovations in the safety program such as 

the establ'_O.:-"n·.l::lt of a battalion level accident investigation and preven-

tion scho·_: .. 

Thc ~L .ecr;;. and soldiers of the battalion have provided aviation 

support- :,.~' /.2 regimental or larger sized combat assaults, including the 

divisio·:a' .. 1-";2XLlt Operation Do Kae Bi 19. Tactical operation procedures 

have b~=r: :,:~·.-ised and improved to make combat missions less hazardous and 

more effecti7s. Furthermore, the battalion has supported extended combat 

operations of Korean and Vietnamese troops with outstanding effectiveness. 

The Battalion has operated smoothly despite several organizational 

changes. Two companies have made major moves and two have inactivated. 

In addition, the Battalion has acquired two companies during the past year. 

Despite these potentially disruptive changes, the Battalion has, through 

thoughtful planning tUld foresight, kept running coheaiwJ.t.w:I.d Ilt. poo.k 

efficiency. 

10th Battalion helicopters bIlve provided security for thc Vietnamese 

villeges in the II Corp area and bIlve flown numerous rescue tUld mercy mis-

Biens. The Battalion Medcap Progrom is one of the finest in the Republic 

of Vietnam. Over tJ:e . past yenr, the 13Dth Hedical Detachluent has treated 

over 5,489 Vi€ltnamese patients. The Tenth Battalion has also provided 
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technical as~iste.,ce to the Vietnamese in the building and maintenance of 

various structures and bridges and bas physically relocated severel Moot­

agnarde villages to more secure areas. 

These outctanding achievements are a tribute to the team ~ork and 

~holehearted support 14hich 'all the Vagabonds have contributed towards the 

accomplishment of our mission. 
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10TH COABAT AVIATION BATTALION 

Ca.lMANDERS 

LTC SAl~1JEL W. PATELLOS 

LTC JACK A. WALKER 

1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970 

15 June 1970 - .31 December 1970 

HISSION 

The mission of the lOth Combat Aviation Battalion is to provi~e aviation 

support as directed by the Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation 

Group in support of airmobile operations designed to search out and 

destroy the ineurgent enemy and to extend Government of Vietnam (GVN) 

control of the population; to provide general support aviation as 

directed by Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group to First 

Field Force, Vietnam (IFFV), Deputy Senior Advisor (DSA) i1ilitary Regicn 

2, 5th Special Forces Group (SFG) ; to provide cOTillDand and control 

of assigned and attached units as directed by Commanding Of~icer, 17th 

Comb~t Aviation Group • 
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UNIT COMtI.Al'DERS 

HEADI'):UARTERS .flrm HE.'U)qU,~ COHPAl'TY 

CAPTID' KJ.BL Vi. }J.P.RROTT 

C.!oPTAII' H. R. STRINGHIIM 

HAJOR Jl:HES F. ROBERTS, JR. 

C:J>T!.IN DLVID J. REDDEL 

1 January 1970 - 26 January 1970 

26 January 1970 - 1 JUlle 1970 

1 June 1970 - 5 December 1970 

5 December 1970 - 31 December 1970 

48TH MSAULT HELICOP'J'ER COHP1lNY 

C 'U>TAIF W.!'UEI. J. SIl:V A 

}!.AJOR DOUGL:'-S n. TERREll. 

}!.1l.oTOR PHILIP E. COURTS 

}lAJOR WILl,IS R. BUNTING 

1 January 1970 - 8 February 1970 

8 February 1970 - 7 .l.ugust 1970 

7 August 1970 - 16 OctobeI' 1970 

16 October 1970 - 31 December 1970 

92FD ASS!.ULT BEIICOPTl!.H COHP'}'Y 

N .. .'\JOR cr:.nLES 1';. QUATTLEBLUH 

M/wOR BOBBY C. MOORZ 

Y.J.wCR ROm'EY D. LESTER 

1 January 1970 - :3 1-!.arch 1970 

3 Mal-ch 1970 - 20 August 1970 

20 August 1970 - 31 December 1970 

155TH .~SSIi.ULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970 

15 June 1970 - 17 December 1970 

17 December 1970 - 31 December 1970 

183JU) nECOl'l'!AISSJ'JTCE .UHPUJJE Cm'PAJTY 

Mt.JOR !.Hn: L. SOlOMON 
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BATTALIOi~ OPERATIONS 1970 

During 1970, t~e 10th C~abat Aviation Battalion providsd continuous 

aviation sup;:-ort to che Array of t:le Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the 

Free World Allied Forces (FWAF) in ~1ili tary Region 2 (l1R 2). This sUllllllaXY 

of t:,e ,.ajor operations and actiVities during the year is,- of necessity, a 

concise a!ld condensed' presentation. While providing aircraft for many 

missions which do not constitute a significant activity, these missions 

were an integ:al part of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion's mission in 

the Republic of Vie tna.'ll. 

JAlIUARY 

Major aviation support for January was provided to the ~te Horse 

ROK Infantry D5:vision, 23rd ARVN Division, Deputy Senior Advisor for 

Military Region 2 (DSA ,.iR2) and 4th Infantry Division. 

The 48th Assault Helicopter Canpany, continuing to provide support 

to the White Horse ROK Infantry Division (WHRID), airlifted 1300 troops 

of the 30th Regiment into the Dong Bo :.iountains north of Dong Ba Thin 

on the 12th. When the operation concluded on the 28th over 4500 troops 

had been inserted with the following results reported by G-2, WHRID: 

Seven (7) ene,ay KIA's, seventy-two (72) PO-v's and nine (9) captured 

weapons. On the 23rd, the 48th reinforced providel aviation assets for 

an airrllobile assault for the 29th ROK Regbent for an operation in the 

mountains north of Ninh Boa. This action r~sulted in thirty (30) ene~ 

KIA's and fifteen (15) weapons captured. Thirteen (13) ene~ KIA's and 

nine (9) 1~eapons captured were the results of an operation conducted on 

the 28th by the 28th ROK Regiment which were airlifted by the Blue Stars 

reinforced into an are2 :lorth of Tuy Hoa. 
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The 92nd Assault re~j copter Comppny loce.ted ~.t Dong Ba Thin provided 

support to a variety of emits in all of the seven southern provinc~s of 

Hilitary Region 2. Slnryort was pro~ded to the 23rd ll ... '<.V" Divi~ion, Deputy 

Senior P.dvisor for ]·!ilitary 'l.egion 2, 5th Special Forces Group, 29t.h and 

30th Re~iments of t.he "lhite Horse ROK Inf~ntry Division, 18th Engineer 

P.rigaoe, 4th Inf~nt.rY Divis ion, and Cam Rcnh Bay Support Comme.nd. 

Crmp Coryell, home of the 155th AssauJ.t lleFcopter Compeny, c:;ome 

ul"lder attack on 6 Jarl1.l.e.ry ;,hen five (5) rounds of 82mm mort.e.rs impacted 

within the compound resulting in no casua1ths rold one d.rcr".ft sliglltly 

damaged. Priority of support ,1M to the 4t:l Inf~ll~ry Division in ~J.eiku 

Provj.nce. In support of the 4th Inf~ntry Division, the J.55th flew tHenty 

(20) comb8.t 8s~aults '·T'·ich r~su1ted in th", airlifting of 1984 troops and 

11 tons of cargo. 

The 192nd Assault Ee1icopt'lr Company, located. et Phan Thiet, con-

duc7.ec1 p.irmobile oper"tions in support of TB.sk Force South. COr.1brt 

ass?u1ts "Tere flo,m for "c" Compeny, 75th Rt.:'gers; 1/5ot'! l'ecncnized 

Infantry; and 2/ht Armored Cavalry resulting in six (6) enemy kills by 

air (KEA's) credit"d to the g-.mships (Tig::!'sh~rks). Throughout the . . 
month, snif:l'er, psyops anc :i."~supply missiollS 'Jere ;;1.so flo\o1!l for T~.sk 

Force South. 

The 243rd As~ault :;·x.~·.1~.' ': HeJ.icopter Co,.peny brought :.mprovements 

in the perir.lF'ter elld S~(·-:1.- L I j.n t:'!6 base celllp at DBT. }'ew concertine . 

st~rlight scopns en"e;-,c.c-ci ·:·'~'·3 security of the unit. :;-,-":ht l'r"il1 

E'ircraft ~JOrked thro'lC"y_< L',~ seven southern provinces of M:'litary 

.:. -"'<.l1g stationed .~.t Ban 1'~ 'Thuot rold one 

at Phan Thiet:c. ,:::' .. (~ 'b provide bet.ter support to the units in those 
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. '!lith one aircraft being statior.ed at Ban ~!e. Tbubt· otid .one 'ot Phon Tl:;itlt 

. ' in efforts to "rovide b~tter support -to the '.'.!1i ts in those areas: • 

~~'he 2"'1st Asse.p.lt 'h1icop·;·.er Ccm!l,?,:lY ');:,cvided support for units in cen-

tral l:i1itp..l"y Region 2. T.:u.rir,g t.he month ~ircraft were furdshed for a di,,-

ision combe.t P.SS21)J:t ~.nd for regiment-l c"mb~.t ass,,-uJ:!;s for the Flute Horse 

RO':' bf'ntry I'tvision. !:i1i"tion Clseerts of the 261.t cont:'.nuec. ~",:,porting 

the )·JACV ~econdo School. 

1.·02ry :Cegior:. 2 compiled the foDowing st,tistics fOl" J •. nue.I""f: 11,6"'9 hours 

'10101!1, 29,274 sorties, 59,275 trccl')s dr1ifted 3.nd 4157 tons of cargo hau1ed. 

SU»~ort of the s· "en GO'ltbern '0rovinces of Hili tery REgion :2 by the 1 Dth 

Combat Avie.tion Battalien ','!l.S con·'.inued in P'ebrw..ry. '"hot'gh not taslced with 

5.aily support of the northern ':',rt of J-;i:1.i t~-y Regi.cn 2, battalion air'1rc.ft 

(~'o ... , in s"pport of the 4th Infantry Divi3ion in Fleil::u Provil1ce, Capitol ROK 

. 1.i'I3.r>try ':i vision a t'_"l Son, and the Su:pport COlll:la,ld at ,"",i ~lhon. 

~he 4<1.'··h Assault Heiicoptgr '~o>:lpany, whose ~':i:M.ry m'ssion is ~.viat.ion 

S1.1p·'ort for the ''hite Horse RGC Ini"ntry Divisi~;!, provided ~.ircr".ft to 

the 2f,(lt", Comb-t .:'vil'.tion Bott~.li.on on the 12th in execution of ~.n ·.irmob-

ile oryer'tio!1 for the C·d····ol "m Inf~.ntry '1ivision (C"'.ID) d An Son. 0;1 

the 20th, t~··a 4'·th .irl '.!'ted 500 troo:;:>s of the 30th ?"giment, ·W.lD into ten 

(10) ~.e:Y"ing zones (T,3's) lIest of Ph'n ~a."lr;. '.'Ius o')ention yieldeu s:!x-

teen(16) e::!eJ:lY ;GA's o!)d e1e"e;1 (11) s:na11 'r.ms Co.·,t,'red. 

"'he 92!;d. ABC oo'1'':.i!1' 'ed its ge::er~.l sup"ort :ni.ssiol) of !·!i'.i tery Poe gion 2 

. ~h' . .... . ~'. AI:"'" r' . . 101J.''' ·pr~or:· .. ty ;;;o~ng to .. "hE>' .2Jrd , ... v,., }l.V~SlO;l • "i th the 23rd Al:,VN 1)i vision 
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frecr.1.ent.J.y ch..".."lging H.;l area of oyeT:;.tion, "'.he 92;,d "'·0.5 often called upon 

.' to "rovide aircraft. for .1argf3' ';,roo') moves. During the nonth -the Sidekic).s, 

-!-.he 92nd ARC Gt1Il "'h -:'0(,;1, recC'rred fifty (50) confirmed enemy ::BA's, tHenty­

five (25) Slls~'ected EJ::1e"'y l(coA's "-"d one (1) str'cture destroyed. 

The 155thAsBauJ;~· Helicopter Company condturted ten(10) co!,!,:",t 1ssaults 

i:l s"nnort of the 23rd' . "',.'[", rj,,"ision aDd r·etocrments B-23 ~,nd B-50, ~th SFG 

0"'er"·~,5.o!)s. "he 15~th suste.ined t~lo mortor '.ttacks ot'.ring the month. C'n 

st.ructure ,:~d 'g~in 0" the 2f"'h, six ("» mort.':.r rounds imv~cted in the com-

Febr,):.ry proved to be (). busy month for t.he 1S"nd }'!:lC PoJ.ecnts '.s· they 

con't.in1~ed :"'I!"ovidin.g Sl'.}.":" -·ort for T ~,.sk :orce South. Four Combat Assaults were 

flown for T ::s}{ Force 30uth ,,-nd' one c"?tb:'!7, ':6s9.u1 t for the 44th Regiment, 23rd 

ARVlI "~.vision. Tigersm.r';:s 10TSre credited \.lith 14 o::cemy leBA's du.ring the 

,"onth. Th0 192:.1d guns were also lal1Ilched c.t vc.rious times to provide cever 

".I. medevE'~o tl.ircrc.ft . 

. "150 received nO\l Hiri~ g for the ,?i'r~_'1le'Ger li.,?" .\ '2: '::·5···.el;1 as they continued 

their effor·~·. to i!jlprove the 'I"'Ie:,,:lma":-.er of the c' . ;~t:.:y· area. Su"j ..... ort. "'e.s 00;:-

tinued for "'~.sJ: "'orce S01.rth 5.~ .. ·.he Ph'n "~,iet. .t.7""- and ':-he 35th :st!gineer 

G d 5th S i 1 ,.. r ; th B"l. i'- .'1....... E> ~~:a fol:.o1JJ. :.::~q ·roup "!! • pee? "orces 'roup .. n en ... , ,~.1" ··r 2. _ 

units also received aviation support from the 2~:1 flo''-::: IFFI.' ,.r"Gillery, 

Freight "'roin d.rcr-ft \~ere c'J.led U"on to recover r,~.x (6) downed drcraft 
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The 281st ARC (Intruders) ~as placed opeon to the 268th CJ~. ~1il~ 

'Working for the 268th CiJ3, Intruder ::lircr9.i't fle\<I in support of '~ Nhon 

Supj:oOrt Comi;)".nd end Y.ACV. On the 2nd, the 281 st cC'mplet.ed support for a 

cl;o.ss of the ijLC·, Recondo School mel provided support for e.nother cle.ss 

froLl 17 through 25 Febru'TY. Ter. sniffer missions \<lere flow for the 

InstallaHo:1 DefEl!1Se COlll!.1cnd (IDC) e,t lili.J. Treng with fre('uent sn",my contact 

enco"L1..11t.ered i::, the mou"tains west of Nha Trang. 

V~_gabond aircraft i1'1 supporting UIu. ts in Yrl.li tcxy Region 2 o."J.ring 

+,hr, l:!or.th cor,lpiled the folloHing statistics: 10,489 hours flo=, 

2'7,515 sorties, 55,336 troops transported, and 4154 tons of cargo h<,.uled. 

MARCH 

Priority of support for the bat'Galion c.ircraft age.i:;, wer,t to t.be 

Whit.e Horse ROK Infantry Division. The 10th Combat Avil"tion Batte1.ion 

conducted a division operetion on 1 Larch \-li th aircrC'i":j from the L,Bth, 

92nd e.nd 281 st ARC I S 2,nc1 243rd ASHC inserting the White Horse ROI( Infantry 

Division into thirty-tuo (32) LZ I S app:'-oxiInE.tely 50 lcilomet.ers \!es'c of 

Don~ Be. Thin. Ve.ge.bond e.ircrnft insert.ed 5,S75 troops and 75 CH-47 loads 

cround the locr,tion of a su,:pect.ed VC BDoSe Cr..rr,p. Tt,e 48th ARC lost one 

drcr:.ft during the combat assaul t ~hile mcltin§' m c!J!,:c-oach to 0. pinm:nle. 

The Blue st"xs felt a person"l loss in this crcsh when the pilot suffered 

fnto.l inj-xdes. The operation lcstcd for tuo ~eeks wi'C;, nocess<ll'",f logist­

ic<,~ suppor1. being provided by Vc.gabond drcrcl't. Repol."os frOlll th~, 0-2, 

WHRID list<:>d 129 eneny KIAl s , 52 fOWlS .-.no. 40 ~ee.p011S captured. Retcliation 

by th" ""1emy f~rc.es resulted in Dong Bc Thin receivi~ e. simultaneous 

:nort:-x sapper attcck on the 7th. The attcch ~hich resulted in one UH-lH 
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c.nd ono UH-IC destroyed, one UH-lll dClilAgod, and one Ii;u,'rd to\:er c2cJ,~t:ged 

plus four U.S. personnel ~~I.". consisted of thrr,,0 hc.nd granades, two B-40 

rock~ts, :l."1cC twenty 82r..m morte-ss. 

While ensr.:ty (\cti vi ty W('.s C'.t a high point in tho Dc.ng B£'. Thin P..l."OC., 

the 155th 1 ... '1C in Ben Ec: Thuot wes relctively free of enemy attcclcs. Najor 

support was continued fOT tho 4th Infc.ntry Division (l.c"1d other u:.j.ts in 

I"lc:'.ku F'rovi'1c8. In fl,ring 17th combd essr..ults ('.uring the r.!onth, Stc.gecoach 

c.ircrnft also supported the 23rd J.R1JN Division end Doto.chrasnts B-23 .:>.nd 

B-50, 5th SFG op~rations. 

The 192nd continued to support elements throughout tho Phc.n This·t region. 

The month st[!J:"ted off with c, cor·:bc.t assc.ult for 1/50th Nechaniz.c,d Ir..1'e.ntry. 

Th(-) 192nd cont.inued to support Task Force South c.nd on the 17th, "lhile con­

dUC''cing a combnt assr,ult for the 1/50th, had a UH-lH shot down by enemy 

gro~"1d fire. This action resulted in the door gur~cr being wOlL"1ded. The 

drc:,c.:ft w:.s recevered by the 243rd ASHC. On the 25th, "C" CeI:pc.ny, 75th 

Ro:~gers mC'.c,e co:·.tact with the ener.:ty and gave a call to the 192nc'. l..HC for 

support. 1.-1ith guns alwcys on stalld-by for tcctical "r::'.l'gencies, Tigershark, 

gtc1S 1J~re L,unche~ inmoc1.ir:.tely to provide support. T;,e guns e)::pendece c.nd 

were credited with thre" KEf.ls. T'.'J Pblecats closed the month flying throe 

oombat o.ss .... ul ts 1,."1 ona dey. 1.irCl"~t were provided to the 1/50th !lech;mized 

Inf:-.ntry fer t"o conbc.t ~.sscults nne'. one for Bir~~ Thu,·'.l'l sector. 

The White Horse ROI( Infc-.:-,try Divisiol1 cOImlen.oed c, tvo '",ok opcr~'cion on 

the 1st nnd the 281st wes given the rcspol1sibHHy of s-... pperting the 29th 

Regizlent for the insertion D.lld resupply. In support of tho 23rd Jj\1JN Division, 

the Intruders flew eight regmental conbd cssc.ul ts tl'.:roughout th", month 

c.s well cos COLlbl'.t assccults for Hike Striko O:lnp~,ny, S'::j, SFG. 
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On the 15th, e. new class of the };t,CV Recondo School commenced 1~Uh the 

281st provid1.r,g 2:lr support until the cl2.sS ended on 19 Harch • 

The lOt:l C;,.B' s ci:::'c;i'd't were te.sked more in i'1.--.rch than in the pre­

vious t"o mcnths provicing sUPi.'0rt to units in Hilit<::ry Region 2. The 

Bat·t.alion's aircraft compiled the followi):!g sto.tistics for the month: 

1.3,888 hours flolm, .37,.360 sorties, 68,854 troops transported, end 44&:7 

tons of cereo hauled. 

AJ:E.II.. 

The lOth CAB continued in genernl support of all FVIAF in southern 

MUit:u;y Region 2. Hajor operations during the month were conducted by 

the 4th Info.ntry Division in Pleiku Province cnd the Hhite Horse ROJ( Infantry' 

Division vicinity of Tuy Hoa. Aviation assets were provided by four 

c~panies to the 4th Inf~~try Division o.s eneqy nctivity increased in that 

cree.. 

The Hhite Horse ROK Infantry Division "e.s i:~sertec1 by Vngc.bond C'.ir­

crd't into ~l area 1~est of Tu:,' Hoa on the 28th. Th8 /;.i3th AHC and the 

243rd ASHC continued to provide support for WmUD un·:;J1 completion of 

tIl" opere.tion in M::IY. The operntion proved to be quite successful e.s the 

fi;:cl results were 275 eneDy ICD.'.;, .3 POW's and 188 woc,pons captured. 

Efforts cOT..tinued in the irrpr'N6ment of the defe;1s5.ve p~riLleter b>.r 

·o:.he u:li ts locnted at Dong Bn Thin e.s new perimeter ,,:,:, s: nel·' cl<7,J'l'lore 

nincs, ~"ld new gu"l).'d tOl-lers ,·rere i:"l;· .. i:·clled during 1.p~:~:... ·~he 1st, CaDP 

Cc:;:yell WM hH by morters resulting in c1.c;;!£.ge to thrp.c .. :.,:--,'}' s c.:.1d five 

UH-1H's belonging to 155th. 12 Betty, h0l:10 of the 1"·:<.",.: CCEe Ul1dcr attack 

on the 4th as five 6omr>1 Dorters impacted 1,:'.t.1,h ths ~ :.:".""1'11. The 192nd 

hnd negative dcr·,:·ges or ce.suc.1ties tlS 0. resuH. 'JI th·2 . :t.kd. Eneqy 
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/lOti vi ty reI:!.:.ined at a high level when on the 6th the military install.:.tion 

ut Nile. 1'l"a.ng :t'eceived eight 10'7mr.l rocl:ets. The 28lst ARC had negdive 

dC'..J:!.:'.ge or c<,su;~ties. Or. the 8th the enemy hit Dong Bo. Thin COI:!pound with 

25 Llortor rou:'"ds i'.nd one 1221llI:! rocket dCIl.:.ging one building in HHC 8lld 

'.IOlli.ding three. T):le 92nd ARC mess hall wes destroyed in the s~..J:!e o.ttack. 

The .:.tt.:.cl:s wore wicle-sprec.cl as the 48th AHC receivec'. two rO\l:c,ds of morter 

fire on the 10th with negative dW.D.go €.-TJ.d casuaJ.ti<:s. Again on the 11th 

DOI!g Bn Thin received four rockets of u:,:Jt.l'lo .. m size with neg2.tive dDXlc.ge. 

The 10th Cl~ circrc.ft continued to support ~~ts from the southern 

to ti'lt: :1ortherI! boundory of Eili tory Region 2 and froLl the coast.:~ r.re2..S 

·~o t:le plc.tcc.u ~.rea next to the Cc.nbodian end Lc.otia:.'l borders.· "Soldiers 

of the Sky" cOl:tinued to cOLlpilc lllpressive stc.tistics during April with 

thG following recorded: 13,321 hours flmm, 5,495 sorties, 58,500 troops 

airlifted, rnd 4092 tons of cc.rgo h::uled. 

1::!l!X 

J$q w:.s destined to be one of the busiest month~ of the yec.r for the 

lO·~h Com'hat t.vidion Battalion. IncrecS~1d support woos rec;uired ill the 

Plei.\-u-KontUI:l-Dck Sec.ng ere.:. ~s the C~;;)bodia.n operc.tion began on the 1st. 

Support w::os continued fo:;: the units j.n southern Hili tory Region 2, but the 

pricri ty vf support wont to units fighting in Cambodic.. 

Operc.tion Bi:ili To.y :i: l;:,sted f:, om tho 4·~h to the Inh. The lOth CiJ3' s 

most significr.n:t contribution to thiz effort W,'l.S lik".de by tho 281s·;; J'J-IC 

which T.loved en of its operntiond ('.ssets to Pleiku. The 28lst LllC 

sd'ferod pP.rsol1l1al losses in this opordion cs five fct(\liti~s were sustained 

plus t"o circ:rc.ft destroyod :luring 0. roc){ot etto.ck. On the 20'oh ·~he 
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10th ClJlI s operation continued in Ctl1bodic 11i th tho first plll'.se or oper­

ction BirJl T,y III teleing pll:.ue west of Duc kp. Th~ lOth CLB provided 

dl of the c.v:i . .:.tion assets for this oT'Gr'tion wi tIl the lc.rgest nU:lber or 

c.ixcraft beh" supplied by the 155th fJlC. Elements of the 23rd .i.EVl! 

Division were airlifted b1to the eros. of operation. Initial cne.lY contact 

we.s light; hO~/6vcr, the opcrntion \/as considered successful due to the 

nur1crous \,eapons, anmuni tion and medicd cnohes fou"d. 

Even thct:gh D2.jor emplu"'.sis Wl'.S placed on the CCl!Jbodic.n opor::-Gions, 

the 192nd L.l-iC sustctned Il hecvy and significnnt morter end rocket attack 

on the 4th. l'ppro:::iLlutely 100 rounds of 6ClLJm rnd B-40 rookets iropc.cted 

within LZ Betty at 0155 hours. Tigersherk guns werG lcunched anel \·",re 

crcditGd with 14 cne~ KBAI S• 

The 243rd JoStlC continued to provido neaiu.m lift lCeistic=~ support 

.!c .... king signific~:nt contributions du:dng the Crunbodiw"1 o:,orations. Freig.ht 

Trd:, pilots G:c.l1ibited tbe higbest degree of professionc~isr!, .cmd ell 

supplies end ,.rtillery pieces airlirtGd \'lere necessc.r:;· for the success 

or these operations. 

Crews of Vc.gabond aircr~t saw n:.ny long hours throu.,hout th., ];lonth 

or H:7. H'ny dcys the crows would return c.fter h::ving spent 12 end SOIClO­

'C:i.!los !·.!crc ht)C-:-A 1.n the uir. Operctionc.l st<ltistics for the month ~.rc as 

follows: 1Z,o;;~' ;'O'l"-S fL'\-ll1, 35,723 sorties, 52,376 troops ·~ri'.l;sported 

~~d 4,508 tons 01 cargo h .. ulGd. 

~ 

The lOth Combat Lvintion Bntto.lion co,:tinuod to provide support ror 

oper~:tions in C.$lbodh.. Deily support: Iso contir,uod to HHRID, 5th Special 

Forces Group, 23rd J.RVii DiviSion, DSA III 2 t'.nd Tt.sk Fc,rcc South. 
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The Pathfinders of the lOth Cf.B, using ro.ppeling ropes, were inserted 

into sever.ll loc:ctions 20 L1iles southWi:st of Ph:.n R::c:.1g to prepr.re LZ I S 

for inserting the 30th RogiL1Emt, l.JHRID. The Korec.:,s were inserted on the 

Gth with c.vicUon .:.ssets boing provided by severcl COIlpc.nies frol:l the 

Ba'.;tciion. THO ROK CODp:.:;ues moved by foo'.; into the ,'.rea of Opcl-o.tiO:l 

",>ith O';le conp.',.r~y Dl~,cti:n.g t1:.1e~;:pected hec.vy 1'9sist':-J1ce. The opcz:rcrcio!'.!. llr:.S ... 
hindered c1.u~ t.) u::d'~vorc.ble weather which 1m ted close ground SUPP01-t 

'\'lith gunships. 

The 92nd j:}IC sustoinod Il stand-off Dortcr o.ttc.ck 011 the 12th result-

i~g i:1 negligible d=ge to 1,~i:1tel1ance ecuipment. v,ctor in the month, 

the 92nd LEC w::>.s t<'.Sked tc hc.nger two gunships c.t Bao Loc for Co.. L.defL.ite 

!>eriod of tille. Those guns provided air cover for the 19th Bc.ttciion, • 

.• 35th E:.gineer Group ~"1d the Ef.CV Advisory Te~.m at Bno Loo • 

The 155th JJiC continued to provide support for u::its in the D.o:rlac, 

Quaz.,g Duc, and Ttt;\Ten Duc provinces. Two UH-lH's aml two UH-1Cls were 

d~~ed when nine morta rounds inpected 1."1 the revetment crea r.t Camp 

Coryell in Bo.n He Thuot on 9 June 1970. 

On tho 20th, the 28lst liliC, supported by the 155th filiC ~.ncl the 2.43rd 

ASHe, p2Xticipc.ted in the second phc.se of Operation Binh Tay III. Using 

Bc~~ Don Speoicl Forces C:'.l.,p :lS n stc.gin€, crea, two buttc.lions from each 

of the 44th and 45th Regiments, 23rd f.RVN Division end tHO fire support 

buses (FSB 1 s) 'vere insertdd 12 kiloI:leters inside Cc.obodi'" The 28lst. 

Intruders prOVided the oil' IOission corJl!:nnder (lJ.iC) und clso sU,?crvtsed the 

rec:rmi11g poin'~ plus assisting on POL, PZ control I'.nd recovery oporutions. 

Duo to the dis'~nnce sep:::, ::-.-I:.ing the su,gin~ are 0. C'.nd the lOth C:.B, the POL 

c~p::-.bilitics were severely tcxed; however, the 8-4 cclled upon his 
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resources ::.nc. provided the necoss.~ry fonmrd POL end reeIDing points. 

~ l.gdn Cc.!lbodlcn opcrctions proved successful "s caches of wec-po11s, cr.lreuni-. 

·tion c.nd medj.ccl supplies were cc.ptured. 

VIi th the completion of si:: months of 1970, the 10';;h CLB (".ircr('.ft 

hed c:;rric,d close to 350,000 pc.ssengers m1d over 25,000 tons of cargo. 

D.lring the no nth of JUl'.C the Bcttolion drcraft new 11,170 hOUl'S ,.ncl 27,091 

serties ar~ c~iod 47,399 passengers and 4045 tons of cargo. 

Aircrc.ft of the 10th COl"bat Aviaticn Battolion continued to support 

on c. d.::i1y bC'.sis the White Horse ROK Infc.ntI"'J DiviSion, 23rd ARVN Division, 

Tc.sk Force South em Deputy Senior J,.dvisor for Hilitc.ry Region 2. 

The 10th Combc.t 1.vidion Bc,tt('~ion wz.s t2.sked 'c,o insert T~.sk Force 

South; the M.'ch Regiment, 23rd lJWN Division; and three fire support bases 

into ::.n nrea of operations 25 Ill1es north-northwest of Ph~:n Thiet on 

O,perlltion Hc.ncock Gold. Aircrdt from each cOIr!pI'.l1y in the battalion were 

u'dlizad with rcinforcencnts being provided by the 268th C:Jl. The opera-

tion scheduled to sk.rt on the 4th colled for simult.:meous insertions 

i:1to four erC:lS of opero.tion. The Binh Tuy em Binh Thuan Provinces, 

\.lhich covered the e.rec. of the operation, \{"S still under the effect of the 

south\-lest Donsoon, .:mel weather eo:!c1i tions in the ~.rea forced 0. 24 hour 

de1e.y ur.til tho 5th. On 5 July, t1".<: vedhcr grc.dually stcrted improving 

end the operation finol1:l' e0:J!.16nced :.t 1000 hours. Umble to complete the 

opcr:1.tion on the 5th nnd ,;1th wec.th2r conditions forecast to reLl.-ll., the 

swe en the 6th, tho J.MC, LTC Jeek A. W~.Dwr, c.c1vised the I.irnobilc Task 

Force. CoLl."1C'J'ldcr that it would be advisEO.b1e to for;:ru12.to (,J'l dtornt'.te pll'.n. 

By 1300 hours on the 6th, en altern·J.te p1::.n ,·ms in effect. The l,4th J:.RVN 

Regll."'ent and l/5Cth Neehani2.ed Infantry Be.ttolion were to bo il1serted into 
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the originci area. of opero.tions with 3/506th Infe.'ltr; Battru.ion being in­

serted southCt~st of their. original areil of operation. Wec.ther conUnued 

to hD.Llp'3r the operation :).s low clouds and moderate turbulnnce wer~ cm­

countered dUl'ing the insel;'tion of the 3/506th. The fincl insertion was 

co~pl~ted at 1800 hours on the 6th, Although the oPGr~tion was 48 hours 

behind the scheduled time frp.J:1e for completion ~d the eleoont of surprise 

was lost, Vagc.bo11d pilots showed tho ability to cope ,11th the C:l~~l1ges Q..'ld 

tho weather while perforning the mission without any Llishaps. This 

o::?z>r,.tion exhibits the professionalism der.:anded by the pilots of the 

loth Cf,]. Support of the operation was continued for nine days; th·, oper­

ation was considered very successful. 

On 9 July, the 92nd lJiC received a 107mm rocket attcck which caused 

d=-~.ge to the opGr"tions building with negr'.tive casualties. On the 15th 

the 155th ABC. locc.ted at Ban He Thuot, m::perie;1ced II stendof! mo.tar 

c.ttc.ck with three gunships sustaining !.loclerc.to d=ge. 

L. support of the units of the seven southern p.ovinces of Ydli·~ary 

Region 2, the lOth aJl eircre£t conpiled the following statistics during 

July: 11,780 hours flown, 27,689 sorties, 43,929 troops transportad, 

and 3,383 tons of cargo airlifted. 

I.UGUST 

During the I.lonth of f.u€,ust, l:l.rge sc('.le oper:.tions decre'.sed but the 

lOth C1Jl conti.l1ued to h:::ve Ll."ll1y long days of flying in support of the 

units of southern liilitru:y Region II . 

On the 3rd, the loth Comb::;t Avintion Batt.alion cugrJ~nted by VE/;F 

UIi-1HI S and CR-47 1s from the 52nd C/Jl lifted elements of the 45th Regiment, 
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23rd l.RVl'! Division frou Buon Ell Y~llg into en ",roll c.pproJ::iJ:Jlltely 50 Jd.lo­

I'letc."S cast of Brm 1'116 Thuct. On 17 i.u,;ust, tho 155th J .. EC supported by the 

201st ARC and the 243rd i.SHe, utilizing Buon Ee. Y.-eng ~.s a staging at'ea, 

inserted the 1 ... 5th He gir.:ent, 23rd ilRVl'! Di vi sion into "Happy V I'..llcy" 

c.pproY.inlltely 40 Jd.lor::etors scutheast of Bon Me Thuot. 

In CODp2.rry size o:r s;.lc.ller operations, the 48th L.HC supported five 

cODbo.t asr,2.ul'ts and tl!'S<3 extrccctions for elcDlmts of the 28th and 29'th 

Regiments, WRID froll ~_ through 24 l.ug1.1st. Those oparo.tiolls ;·IeTe conduct­

<::d in arens west of Tu:: Hoa Q1d west of Hinh Hoa. 

On 13 August, the 1)2nd liliC and 198th Medical Dct(lC~6nt con(ucted 0. 

lllE'.jor cir-sea end land DoveD6nt from LZ Betty to a new home ct Phc;.l Rt'.ng 

"~ir BD.se. As D. result of efficient end detciled plc.lmil"'.g, the )";lOVEd w.:cs 

l!!ado with li ttlo difficulty Cll'lC the 192ncl rellcinod operc.tional throughout 

the move. In ini1(ri ting 0. n"w hOD", the Poleco.ts hD.d )";lrcny hours of '\Jerk 

e..'1c('.cl of then cos the ht:ildings were in c. le;/ state of ropcir. 14Hhout Co 

si<:,,:5.ficont c\1c:."';' :.,:L ts :lI'M of operc.tiol1s, the 192Z'1d J.HC continued 

£,u,=,?o::,t for Task ?'o:-c..c South, elements of 23rd l.RVN Division, DSf, }~2, and 

ether units il1 th<> Phcn Rr.ng-Phc.n Thiet area. 

The operC',tions of tho other comp2.!lies in the bcttdion continued to 

be in gener=.]. support of u:~its throuehout }1ilitru.-.f Re[;ion 2. Support 

re'luir.;nents Goorec,sed in Pl"ilcu Provi;1c(l in cotlp:lI'isop with the l:.r~e 

co=! t:.:rmts of K',Y, JunE! ('nc1 Ju~. V,~gcbo:lc'. aircrcft cor.rpilor.1 tho 

follOldng op,,"'::.'cioncl. stctistics for the month: 9,845 hours floun, 

27, 753 sor-:-,i'~s, 44,708 troops cirlifted, end 3522 tonn of ccrgo hc.ulod. 
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SEPTEMBER 

io:ith the winter Llonsoons rlpproaehing, ur,its supported by the 10th 

Coubat Aviation Battalion pl=ned oper8:tions during September in efforts 

to taJ.:e. adv~t~"e of tho good ;;e<cthElr before the nonsoons. The lOth Cl:B 

wes tt'.sked to support operations for the ',hite Horse ROK Infnntry 

Division, 2:3rd LRVN Division, 22nd i.RVE Re.nger Battclion, ant'. "C" Company 

75th Ranger Batte.lion. 

The White Herse ROJ( In.f::mtry Division initiated operdion Do Kae Bi 

18 on 1 SeptcLlber in = ~.re(t northwest of Tuy Hoa. Eletlc:,ts of the 98th 

Regircent were ::irlifted by the lOth Combat Aviation Battclion into five 

LZ's utilizing initial simultaneous gunship preps and insertions. The 

Bc:t'~clion S-4 wc,s required to establish r. forwc.rd rearm point c.nd two POL 

poi;:ts which fu:.'.c-cioned throu~hout the operation. JSter cOLlplcticn of 

th: insertien, CH-47 , s dro;;:ped slinG leads of fugli>.s, sirJilro- to nClp8.lLJ, 

fl'O,-, 2000 feet above gro14"1d levol on ener;;' e<,.ve and tlli"1:.'"lel conplaxes. 

Tcrget hits were Mcurate even though this ~ID.S the fil'st tine the lOth 

CLB 11c.d conducted this typ'" missi:n. Battclion gunships were crediteCl. 

wi ,;11 fi va enemy :iBl,' s, ten eneny WIA' s, on~ 60= Dortal' de stroy~.d, 2nd 

tllO 3-40 rc·c](C;ts destroyec'. The 48th AHC and 2/;..3rd ASHC provided resu;;ply 

for tlle operation 1l:1til the extr~.ction W2.S perforLl"d on the 24th. 

VW-F's UR-J.H IS .:'.ugnentec1 the 155th !JIC in inserti::g the 45t.h j'egin:mt, 

2:3rd t.RVl! Division on :3 Sep·wr.:ber. The o,)e:ratiol1 w~s 11r:.:per",d by bad 

\re~.ther l]hich rest:l ted in only three of the proposed nine LZ I S beil"lg used. 

Dl!c to the ]::o.d \reathc-r, the operation w:".s not fully cO:Jpleted U::.:til 

10 Sept.~:~·:,. 
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Intelligence revealed :m eneoy buildup in o.n e.rec. ~/C9t of Nhc Trrng. 

: On 8. 'iopte~:,ber, the 22nc i::B.·Vi Renger Bnttf'.1ion fron Pleilru one", nc" COliIpnny 

7S'w Itc~E;c;: 3attclion were inserted into the nountains Hest of KIln. Trrmg. 

The 28lst 1 .. :;; provided tha l.ir Hission COLtll: .. nder for this eperntion tUld 

selected T.·:~1e, Dung, lec.1tGd uest of Nha Tr,cng, ,"6 'i;,he staging are:l. 

l'\lc:1ty-eight cenb,.t assr.ults were flown in support of these troops ,~ith 

pril'1:l,ry support comng fron the 28lst AHC. 

On lS Sep·c.etlber, the 1--ihi tG Horse ROK Infantry Division, utilizi..'1g 

lOth CLB 1 S edrcrcft, begu11 OperatiC!: Done; Bo 18 in 211 ar'ilU west of Dong 

Be Thin. The tllree phased operr.tion oog~:., Hi th the 30th RegiLl,m-c. rein-

forced by elenents ef the 29th Regi."Clsnt being airlifted by Vcgc:benc1 air-

crcft. Elencnts werc inserted into five LZ1s sinultaneously. Phcse II 

of the opcrction weB comrlcnccd on 29 Septewberj however, lending zone 

preT'corc.tion beg"-l1 prior to this date, Th' .. : SpGcicl Forces (Cne1 RECON 

COl:lp'::UGS of thE: 30th RegiLlent, assiste,:, 2:od edvised by the Pnthfinders of 

the lOth Ci.B, clec.rGd thesG LZ 1 s. This P··,,-.8e "f the oper~tion wes de-

of opcr~tic:cs. Ph:. ... se III, ·th~ e~-tr~ctiur.l, tC,0t: pIece on 3 October. 

Tho 45th J'Jl.VN RegiLlGl1t l1ee6 inserted into the "Happ;)" Val10Y" aroc on 

29 Septenber. Supported by the l55th ,:',.:,d st.:>.gine out of Buon E.:>. :':cng, the 

the i::B.Vli 1 S rJild'3 11 s62.rch =u~d clG:'.r S,I%1' of the ~orec. southe:' .. st. of Buon 

Er-. Y::.ng. Troops were cirlifted into tOll LZ 1 6. Duril'-Q. the ir!s(drtion several 

a:U'crr.i't received groum1 firoj h01Je':er, there were no injuriE's t.o 
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~'l:e lOth Cl.B conUnued to provide support for u:j. ts in th;; seven 

sout: :'rn provi:1ces af Hili kry Region 2. Vagubond c.irerr..ft cotlpilecl the 

follc",'ing op~rdio"aJ. stntistics for SepteLlber: 11,1.39 haurs flolm, 

27,501 sorties, 44,393 troaps transported, 2lld 4,299 tons of e:,crgo hc.uled. 

OCTOBER 

Requirements for aircrci't deere·.sud sOD~'wh(',t ir. '~hc r.lonth af Octobsr. 

Onc buttdion op~r:'.tion wc.s conductee~ for the ZlIt,h R"ginont, 'I}:UD. Other 

opcrc.tions were on camp~l'Y or platoon size level. 

Tho 155th ARC continuee. to provide avie,tion l$upport to the 45th .mw' 

Regiment in the Ban lie Thuot r>.rea. On 9 Octcber the Stagecoc.eh-Fc1con 

teeD, staging out of Buan Ho,airliftEld dements af the 45th Regiment into 

nine LZ 1 S northe.:st of tho :;;taging area. for a ser>.reh 2.."1t cle~;r cission. 

The ,fuite Horse ROK Ir..f~"1try Division plcxmed anoth~r opor~tion in 

tha Inolmtcins west of Tuy I10C.. The; lOth COr.lbct Avhtion Batklio:l i:lsertee. 

eleD.ents of tho 28th ROK R.egiment on 14 October in su:;r.'ort of o;)a;:a.tion 

Do Kc.e Bi 19. Tho oporution continu ,d through 24 October l,rhen th" traaps 

'Wers e::rtr~',cted b-! Vagcbond aircrcft. During the ground operc.tion, dailY 

resupply \lc.s pc;rf'c='~d bJ' Blue Ste.r c.nd Freight Trdn drcrc.i't. C':'ptured 

l-TeC.pO!1S Ill1d c..."1rJ!ll.."1i tion plus e.ppro:;d.r.l~.tely 50 e;nGmy !cL'.! s we:oe Gvie.,,,nce of 

t.nother successful opGr2.tion. 

Te.sk Force South, l,hich received th: o=cjori ty of its support f::au tl.o 

192..,c1 JlliC, cleactiv,".ted on 1 October; hC''W",v~r, th" 192:lc. conti:luod to 

suppart l/50'~h hechr.nized Infccntry, "c" COLIpeny 75th Rc.11gcrs, C,o"1C' :.lW~; 

u::its in their ~J:'ee. of operntion. 
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.' -1.:rnobil(, oper:-.tions OOge.n to feel th.: effects of the "Tinter Donsoon 

in "t: , htter part of October. Constd ycgions e:r.peri0nced oc.rl.y morning 

10"1, .i1ings with OCCC.SiC1:~l cl.::"ri:';g c.rounc !!lid-d~. Thi~ occcsiono.l 

c18cring Lw::riD.blG proved to be te::.porr_r:! D.S the .",c.ther sk.rtod deteri-

or::-:[,i;:(; ct c.pproxiLl2.tely 1400 hours every nfternoon. ;'5 D. result of the 

W"".!"'l·:-l-.· '1' ),1"·'"rT l:llssicns \-lore 2.bortec~ wr-dle oth0rs \rJere never st,':I.rted F!t all. v .. .t_._ , , .... J ~-

Tile divE;rs:Lfied Qvidion support char,',cteristic of tho lOth CO!lb:-,t 

Avi:~tion Bct-i;l"':Lion \r-.s further broadonod when the 183rd Reconn2.issil!',ce 

i.irplc.ne Cor::;:>. T'Y was tr'_nsferred froD the 223rc1 C;.B to the lOth CiJ3 on 

15 October. This trc.nsfer W·:'.S homeconing for the lS3rd c.s it 'Ir S a !lel:lber 

of the lOth C:J3 in 1966. The 183rd provided drcr~£-c for visud 

reconl'l:l.issc..."lces (VRI s) for Kho.nh Hec, Phu Y':n, Binh Thuc,n, L::Jll Dong, 

llil'U.'1 Thm:n, Q,U.";lg Due, Gl';: Tuyen Due Prcvil:ees plus convoy cover for Cen 

Rc.rll Bey Support Com=d, c.r-billery observation fOl, IFFV Artillery, and 

reeonncissc.:nees for "C" CC!:lPcny 75th Rengers. 

Frep::rntic.·::;.s were be€;'Ull for thE; imtcti vc.ticn of the 281st f..EC. The 

lOth Co~bD.t ~viction B~ttc~ion et the end of Octob~r wns stiJ~ eO!:1posed 

of sevan COJll!:l2.niOS; howev',r, the airnebil,~ eapcbiliti8s were redlOced with 

the loss of one ~ss&ult helicopter COmp~Ly. During the month V~gabonQ 

drcr'.ft cCI'lpiled the fo110wil"!€:: stc.tistic s: 9,9'9 hour s flown, 23,41'4 

sorties, 34,042 troops tr~lsported ar,d 2867 tons of ccxgo ~irliftod. 

The Donth of Novonbc.r snw ::\ decro~_sEl i:1 nctivity for the lOth Con;bat 

Avidion Battdiol1 due to th" \linter Ilonsoons. Battdion ,'\irernft again 

were recuired for !!lissio:,:> in P1eiku Province clong \li'~h tho ddly nissions 

i!:, scuth!>rn HHi te..ry Reli;ion 2. 



1.ircrr.ft frorn the 48th '..HC were sent to An SOl) to rer:::.in cwr night 

• (RON) to sup!'or'C ';:11e 12'Jth 1.s';'.ult r;3licopter COIlp,·.·l'V. The 155th L.BC 

providec! support to the 42 .. ::: LriVN Re",1l1c;::ts in Plr,iku Province .~hich .ms 

outside their nOTJ:!, 1 :;.ror. of oporc.ticns. Support b"; other conp:".r.ies 

• 

• 

to 1L.its in their respective [.:Tees of opere.tion. COBb:::.". o.ss:::,ul ts continued 

'co be flown, bu'c WGre only compr.ny or- plr.toon size operc.tions. 

Hi th c. c1ecrc:".se in lc'rGe sede operations, the stD.tistics cOLl!'ilec1. 

decre.;.sed respectively in eornp,:rison to previous rnonths. Bc.tt.:~io" c.ir­

craft cornpiled the folloHing statistics: 9,168 hours flown; 20,000 sorties; 

31,110 troops tr2-11sported; ,.nc, 2,707 tons of eergo o.irlifted. 

DECEMBER 

On 14 DecG2ber, in c. cere;;:cny held <:-c IGth CIJl HedquL'.rters, the 281st 

lioss€,ul t Helicopter Corir; .... .n:;l' wus officinlly in?ctivc..ted ,;,.11.:1 takr,n fren the 

".ctivo rolls of t!le United st~.tes Arrry. Intruders he.d served in the 

Republic of Vietnru:J. for four a.l1d <l he'].f yeers Mel compiled "" iJ~F'essive 

lineage of honors end. .:".:wards. 

Wi th tho i:Il:ple~'1<ilnktior.. of the Vietr .. ".Il'.ization progrclll, the lOth Combet 

1;. vic,tion Bat'calion w<'.s chosco;) to provide comb~t flying experiOl,CEl to pilots 

of the Vif.:tn ... .nese Air Force (VNAF) unde.r the provisior,s of th", l"lprOveLK·nt 

"""l(~ Hoderniz(ltion Progrcr,. The 92nd l.t:C ene', 24.3rd ',SHC "ere clGsif,l,,,,'Ced to 

train the V:.:iJ!' pilots. The Vi:AF pilot::: c.!'rived on 'cbe lOth :!..'1d l;th Dece:J.ber 

"t the 243rd £l.nd 9211d, respectively. Prcpp.rr,tions .~ere made for living end 

H€ssi:.:g fllcilitios CoS the V!l1.F pilots were to be pcxt of th~ cOlprxy during 

this trdning ~-criod. lH th carc·ful prior planrdn. ~.nc1 close li~ino11 with 

T1-!r Vie:tn;:,.r~--..;sc 1..ir Force, the profr~ hc.s been ~ .. oV('.I"\lhclrlung success. 
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!.1 Inid-Decenber, the 155th 1.sSQult Helicopter Comp~ny begc.n st.~:'lddown 

ope:::··,ion i::. :p:r(,p~.r~.tion for ine.ctiw,tioll. in ~ar1y 1'>71. ,lith i::mctivQtion 

of t,·,· CSSQult. hclicophr co;;r;. ·.nies, the 10th Combct ilvidion Bt'.ttalionls 

,-,vi::tion essets ,·'ere cbost cut in hnlf. 

l.s e resu.lt of gre.,tGr cOmtlend eT'1phc,sis, better "c~uc::ltion c..'lcl iEproved 

stc",K:a.rdiz.utic'l, the lOth CiJ3 H.:'.S able; to dr~sticilly roduce the: number of 

,:ccide,l'~s ther",];;,f savin&, lives .. nd equipment. 1..t th" and of 1970, the 

10'i;h Cl.B had conpi18d 144 consecutive c1r:c's HHhout e.n w.rcrLft Qccidcmt. 

The loth CombQt AvLtien Battalion closed the ycc.r by flying. 8,628 

hours :tnd 18,781 sorties ,Ius transportir..g 26,982 'croops and 1,402 tons 

of e:\l'go. 

The yea saw V!lgc.boncl c.ircrd't flyillg threu(heut hilit!l.I"'J R.egie:l 2, 

but 1970 will c.lw,ys be reLlenbered es the year of the Cc.mbedin..'l c~.Epcign. 

Th", Vc.gc.bends coq:>ilec the· follewing stc.tistics c.u:rin€, 1970: 

HOURS FLC:~'Jj:Z""" ...... " .. "" .. """"""",."""""" ...... """."""" .. " .. 133 ,702 

SORTIES no'tt.!N""""" .... """" ...... ,,",, ...... ,,""""""",, .... ,,""""" 324. 603 

TRoors CtRlJ.~IED ~ " " " " " " " " " " " , " ... " " " " " " " " " , ..... " " " .. , " " 566,908 
CLRGO H.:a.UIED (TO!1S)" ••••••••••• ; ••••••••••• ;i •••••• 44,595 

----~----------------------.------~---.--.----.--. 



During the p.:st ye-:.r the 10th Combd .'wi::.tio'1 D~ttalion con-

tinue{c to support the CrounC'. units throuehout Hilit.1T'J Region II. 

Although several times throuehout the ye:.r elements of the 10th 

Battalion were utilized in the northern provinces, somet:.mes for e;:-

tended periods, theprimary arEn of oper::.tion ',Ias the seven southern 

provinces. These ~even ?rovil1ces comprise 23:~ of the l~nd m·:.:.s~ of 

the "erniblic of Vietncun am2 Nes the largest :,0 for ~ny aviJ.tion n:\t-

talion. 

~ihile sU;Jportin2; the foilOlr-Lng units i ~'Jlu te Horse llIC Il1fe.ntT'J 

Division (UHRID), 23rd Infantry Division (:-'.;tvE), C:mt Ranh Ds.y Su;:­

port Comr.ulCl (C!lDSC), Ciyil !'.I1d ;lural Development (CORDS), _~rtiileT'J 

::.m: Sn3ineer lliuts, and the 17th Combat _,viation Grou:J, the 10th 

l3atk,lion flew C9,377 hourG ::.ncl carriec 17,637 tons of c:rgo a.nd 

;:7·'5,792 :pilssengers. 

The primary ,ission of ~ combat ",viation batt2liol1 is to sup-

port the il'lsertion, e: ... traction and resupjJly of com'0a.t UlU ts in the 

fielc:. '11hile s,-,?;Jorting the \'iHIOJ) ;:nd 23rc; !.RVll Division the Wth 

Datt:llion conc:ucted tl~enty-t~lo (2:::) Regi!nent siz,e, one (1) division 

size, .:em). tVlenty three (c:3) batt,llion si?,e comb"t ".ss:mlts. 

During the year the :'Oth Datt.:llion e:~)erienced several orgc.n-

i:: •. tional. chanGes begin:.1in::; ldth the L:.Cth '.HC being re>:ssig."1ec. in 

Jc.."1lk:r-.f, foilOl~ecl by the acquisition of "A" Troo:) 7/17t>. ACS, D, "C, 

and D Comp;mies :;:27th L, l~te J.larch, to the re~s:;icn;:Jent of D/~27th 

in July, the st',,"ld-tCown of the ::'-43rd :,SHC and D/;:::~7t:l in ;IUGust, the 
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re",ssignment of the .':otl1 AHC (formerly Ct~:'7th) ,l.11(' ,;1/7/17th .:.,d 

c.;uarters. Despite these ,otentially disruptive changes the D<:tt.l.lion 

. h;1-8 continued to function oo11esi vely D.lld at :Jeo.l.( efficienc:r in the 

performD.llce of its c,ssignedmission. 

Over the last fiYe ye:;.rs the lOt!1 Comb.).t .\vi3tion D.J.tt.J.lio;, h,1s 

provided the finest 3vi.ltion sup;.>ort possible ilnl, has c2.med the 

reputation of bei11G one of the best avii,tion b,\tt"lions in Vietnam. 

:1t the close of the year 1971 the 10th D.1tt::tlion' 5 role 1;1 

Vietn2J1l W,iS finished D..,d withil1 <? feN days l'lill be redeployed to 
. COi;US 1I!1ere they will tmcloubtedly continue to ;)rov"1cle the best 

~")ossible 1I,,"1atiol1 support. 

iii 
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CCmHtJIDERS _ .. ,- ... _-
1 J anuc,r:r 1971 - 18 A priJ. 1971 

18 April 1971 - 11 Nuy J.971 

LTC J:J.ES 0, HF1}D:,HL • 1:: ~by 1971 - 31 December 1971 

The mission of the 10th CombG.t .\vi!ltion Battulion is to provi.de Olvic.tion 

5UP;Jort c.s c1iroctec'. by the .flommanclGr, 17th Combe.t :~ vi.::.tion Grou,) in 

su:;>port of .:\irmobile o:,erc.tions designed to search out (lnd destroy the 

insurgent e!1€lmy '.lm; to G;:tond Government of Vietnam (GVN) control of the 

popub.tion; to provide genersl support aviation as directed by Comm.:md-

ins Oi'iicer, 17th Comb"t ;wi.o.tion Grou;:> to Second l1egio11al ,\ssisknce 

Grou:.), . {Sil.'iC), Dep1.~.ty Senior :Idyisor (DS;:') Hilitary :;legion II, Hhite 

Horse ROK Inf.:.ntry Division (HlIRID), 23rcl :,RVN Infe.nt!"'J Division; ::.no. 

to provide cOiILlJl::.nd lnc, control of .J.:Jsigncc1 :md ::.ttz.ched units es directed 

by Commr::ncdng Officer, 17th Cornb;;.t .;\.vi:=.tion Group • 

--._-----------_._-
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UNIT COMMANDERS 

HE.UX~UARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS CO~!PANY 

CAPTAIN DAVID J. REDDEL 

CAPTAIN CHARLES E. M.'IRXaAM 

CAPT.'IlN BOBBIE D. MtlY 

1 January 1971 - 2 5 January 1971 

25 January 1971 - 25 April 1971 

25 April 1971 - 24 September 1971 
CAPTAIN JOSEPH .P. DAUGHERTY 24 September 1971 - 31 December 1971 

MlTH ,',SSAULT HELICOPTEn COMP,'lNY 

~1i~OR IITLLIS R. r:UNTING 1 January 1971 - 31 January 1971 

.som ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

MAJO:l. CHARLES BARNES 25 March 1971 - 10 Hoy 1971 

l·l'lJOCl Il.UOOD"'H OSTOVICH III 10 May 1971 - 14 November 1971 

!·HJOi1 Dxv:rn E. HILL 14 November 1971 - 1 December 1971 

92HD ASSAULT HEUCOPTER CONPANY 

lbJOl1 [lODNEY D. LESTEn 

W.JOR RUIXlLl'H E. ABBOTT 

Fl'~JOa 'l.OlJ.UJ) ;'" COI»4AN 

1 J anw.ry 1971 - 15 March 1971 

15 March 1971 - 2$ August 1971 

28 August 1971 - 31 December 1971 

liS3i1D r:.ECOl.%USSANCE AIRPLANE CONPANY 

W,J'J:1 AR'rm L. SOIDHON 

IhJOR mCH."JID N. l;iTUTSON 

1 J anuJ.ry 1971 - 11 January 1971 

11 January 1971 - 1 July 1971 

1 July 1971 - 2 August 1971 

H:iJ:--;1 nHl'Y "!. STIDiL.UGH 2 August 1971 - 1 December 1.971 

19;?r;D :lS5.iULT HELICOPTE:1 CONPA1'Y 

M.\JOR J.UIES L. EIGGIl~OTH:'J·l 

1·~·lJOIl. ARTHtm n. GHIFFIN 

z,i,.J02 lITllN S. DIEmcnm 

13 

1 J :.nu:T'J J.971 - 18 J anlllry 197J, 

10 J:mucry J.971 - 30 July 1971 

30 July 1971 - 1 December 1971 

-.~--~--~---------~--------~----.. ----
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ORGOOZATION CHAnT -"--'_ ... _-_ ... ---
UNU 

HQ, 10TH C.'J3 

RHC, lOTI·: CrID 

130TH 1·1ED DET 0/;, 

339TH :,VN DET (Dr!) 

60TH ASSAULT HI'llCOPTEH COI-iPilNY 

l,30TH MED DET 

92}ID ASSAULT Hli:LICOPTlm COl~ANY 

l03?D IlECOHNI:.ISSflNCE !~IRPL:\1TE 
CONP:Jff 

IDCATION 

Dong Ba Thin, nVN 

Dong Ba. Thin, RVN 

Dong Da Thin, RVN 

Dong Da Thin, 11VN 

Ninh Hoa, RVN 

Nin11 Hoa, RVN 

Dong DJ. Thin, RVN 

Dong lh Thin, RVN 

19:;-:1-ID :\SSAULT HELICOP'I'l;,( CO}U'i.NY Dong 13:! Thin, RVN 

198TH l'lED DET Dong Ba Thin, RVN 

APO 

96377 

96377 

96377 

96377 

9621;.0 

96240 

96377 . 

)(11 )E n M It 11 Jt n)( r~)t ~i 11 lI: II It 1t Wi II U 1t II M Sill I )E n '.Hi 'It 11 It" It U 1t IE II: t! M II n n )E 11 Jill un u It If" 11 K M Jlllll K 'It)E * 

243RD ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICOP1'u( Dong Da Thin, RVN 96377 
CQl.iP:>NY 

Dong Dol Thin, RVN 

K II)()()( MU nUll" M)("*****~~********'il It Jtll'Jt U II 1\11)( 'KJlll Nun 11)( 1I**1t)lltll M 1(K M nKJlJ!,,)I" 

:l 'r.D::' ','::: &~U.\Da::lN 

17T.-1 C .• V:i.kIY 
Phan Rang, nVN 

. _--------.,...-_ .. __ . --- .• _--_ .. _._ ...•...•... 
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DATT.'J..ION OPEllATION 1971 

During 1971, the 10th Comb;;ct ,\viation Battalion provided continuous 

.. viation support to the !Irmy of the Republic of Vietnum ",nd the Free 

World Allied Forces in Military Region II. This summary of the major 

activities during the year is, of necessity, a condensed presentation. 

)'/hile providi.'lg aircraft for many missions which clo not constitute "­

significant activity, these missions were ~1 integral part of the 10th 

Combet ;''Iriation Battalion's support in MR II. 

JANU;IRY 

I-Jajor aviat:Lon SUPlJort for January lias provided to the l'lhite Horse 

ROK Inf,mtry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, CORDS, al"ld Cam Ranh Day 

Support Command. 

The L,Gth .~ssb.clt Helicopter Company provided the majority of the 

SU;JPort to the l'JHRlD until 30 Januery '-Jhen they Nere reassigned to the 

223rd Combat Avi_'.tion Battalion at Dong He. The 92nd ABC continued to 

tro.in VNAF:ividors under the I&11 Program. On 11 J2.nuary ).971 11ajor 

Richard N. Knutson :,ssumed cOll'u'n:.nd of the IB3rd :leconnaissance Air­

plc.ne Compeny. In addition, the 183rc'. Hess Hall Nas chosen as the 

, J.st Ayiation Drigade :fDest Mess Hill" -:.nd is in contention for USARV 

"Best Hess". 0:1 18 Je.nuC:IJ' 1971, Major Arthur R. Griffi11 assumed 

command of the 19~;1d :'ss~ult Helicopter Company replacin:; M;).jor JJJI1es 

1. Higginbotham \;ho bec5Jlle the 10th CAB S3. The 1.55th ,\ssault Helicop­

ter CompJ...'l;Y "Stageco,.ch" completed deactiYc.-d::m on 30 Ja.'luaI"'J 1971 

thus eliminDti.'1g ",vi"tior.. SUp?ort for the Bsn 11e Thout ~re3. One 

other unit, the 243rc, ;\SS'lUlt Support Helieo,ter Company conti.'lued to 

t N~.l1 11i'l"P pilots tU'lclel' the I.;;H Proe;rilll1 • 

1:1: 

._-----'--,--.. __ . 
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£B.R~ 

During February 1971, the 10th CAB continued to support units 

within the seven southern provil1ces of MR. II. O,1e mujor operution 

was conducted by the \·lHlUD. 011 23 February the 28th and 29th Regi­

ments, totaling 3,000+ troops, ~lere inserted ~lest of Tuy Hoa. Train­

i.11g ul1der the I&M Program continued in the 92nd AHC _lith no si;nifi­

cant problems el'lcotmtered. The 183rd RAC continued to provide vis­

ual reconnaissance and convoy co~e~ for the southern half of Mn II. 

In order to provide better aviation support in Em Me Th.ut, ;::. pack­

age of si.~ (6) UH-1H and hlo (2) UH-lH aircraft from the 192nd ABC 

1'Iere sent to Calif) Coryell at Dan Me Thout. The 2L!Jrd ASHC contin­

ued to provide mecCium lift support throuc:hout the southern half of 

HR II. In addition the company successfully completed VNAF trai.'1ing 

under the I",g Progra..T. on 10 Febru-,,;:'. In e.::rly February A Troop Nas 

attached to the lOt:'). CAD. ;, Troop moved to i?hm Rang Air Di.se and 

'idthin a fel1 Gays Here oper..::.tions.l. Their primarj" mission \-1 .. 1.5 tv '" 

conduct air Cd.valry scout support for the 23rc' AR,m Division. 

During the month the 10th Combat ilV'io'.tion Battalion and its 

:J.ssigned units conti:1uE'd to su",;:>or',; the variOUS units throughout the 

seven southern pro'\"i:;ces of l·m II. 711el"e ·.~.JS one (1) m"jor o;,eration 

this month. On 24 }hrc:, the 30th Roc;ime'1t of the ~!HIlID ,~~s ; nserted 

into an area r'Jortht":est of N11c. Tr;"~:1G, ~1:V::. Duri:l.Z the insertion one 

(1) aircraft r0ceiveu corr.~..:..t d.::.m2.G~ ".nth nogatiYG injuries. On 15 

Jli_rc~\, "~:.jor nudolr,h E. :\.bbott ass'..l!:led command re"lacing H<'jor 

45 
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Rooney Lester of the 92nd i'.:;snult Helicopter Company, In addition 

the VNAF aviators training with the 9;:nd AHC under the Ic!:M Proerrun 

successfully completed their training program hlverasing 230 hours 

per aviator. The lB3rcl R.4.C continued to pro'iride visuc1 reconnaissance 

for MR II and on bl0 occai510ns one of their aircraft received heavy 

enemy fire. During March the 192nd Assault Helicopter Company con-
" 

tinued to pro1ride general support foCr ~iR II. On 9 11.:.rch two gunships 

~lere e~loyed in a senrch for a missinG car Force F-100 fighter bomb-

er. Unfortunately the results were negative. On two (2) occaisions 

the Tiger Shi\rk gunships were useG. to cover a Dustoff mission. On 

one of these missions, 16 March, one ind:i\l1dual received a wound in 

the arm, and on the other, 23 March, one aircraft WilS destroyed a."lCC 

all four c:re~nnembers "lere injured when the aircraft crashed into the 

side of a mountain due to IMC. In addition to providing aircraft 

for the 30th Regiment insertion on 21.; March, the 19?nd AHC also 

provided si.."'C (6) UH-lH and four (4) UH-1C aircraft on 30 March for 

"'n insertion of 410 troops of the 29th RO!( Regiment. The 21.,.3rd 

Ass;:ult Helico,ter Compa.'1Y continued its normal mission throughout 

MIt II. "AU Troop 7/17th Cav enjoyed ~ very productive month \>/hile 

in sup::,ort of tho 23rd ,lRVH Diirision. Durinz the month they were 

credited with three (3) enemy la:::<'s, seventeen (17) structUres de­

stroyed a."lc1. seventy-five (75) b1.1Il!;ers clestroyed. On 25 March 1971 

three units, D, C, :mel D Companies of the 227th :\viation Dattalion 

1st Cavalry Division :,irmobilo 1'!Cr~ :l.Esi3l1ed to the lOth Combat 

Aviation D:;.ttd.lion. 

1,6 
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APRIL 

.:'pril brought several changes to the missions flO1m by the 10th 

Combat Aviation Battalion. In addition to the normal units sU9~orted 

by the 10th CcU::, WHRID, ;C3rd AnVN Div, CROSC, .lircrcft '·Iere sent to 

the ;~ui Nhon arc:). almost on a daily basis to help support the Capitol 

ROle Infmtry Division. There vlere t\10 major operations this month . . 

~lhen aircraft from the 10th CAD e::tracted the 30th roK Regiment and 

on 25 April inserted the 28th Regiment into an fiO west of Tuy Ho:;., 

Rim. 

The W'nd ABC, J.9?nd .UlC, 183rd RAC and 243rd ASHC all continued 

their norm.:l missions. After bein:::, given ti.'Ile to eet set up, the 

units from the J.st !tir C-,valry Division began to operate under the 

10th Comb.t :~viction ;3,:tto.lion. C Company 227th '·Ias given the mis-

sion of providing support to the ~1hite Horse IDIC Inf~try Division. 

13 Company ,md D Comp.my ~Iere tas!ced for aircraft to be laagered J.t 

Pleiku for the incre"sed enemy actiyity in that crea.. These .. ircraft 

~rere placed under the operational control of the 52nd Comb2,t .1Yiiltion 

Battalion. "N' Troop 7/17 Cav \"laS also tasked to send aircraft to 

Pleilru under operation!1J. control of the ,.:O.nd CAIl. ::A" Troop sup-

portee. both the 22nd.:.11c', 23rd :,~V:l Divisions and \·,erc credited \lith 

fifty-fiYC (55) enerl1Y liIb's curirI{; the month. 

M,y 

During the month of l-1.::-~," :,hera \-1as only one (1) sigl1ific.1nt op-

eration. lllement~ of th<, 10th Comb.:t !wi~tion D.:ttalion extr~\ctec', 

the ;-:Cth OOK Regiment llhich had been inserted the preYious month. 

47 
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There vlere three t.3-)"Cldministrutive ch-mges during the month. Major 

• Uudolph OstGv.ich III toolc command of C Compo:.ny ?27th on 10 May 1971 

• 
replacing Hajor Charles I:clrnes. l-lOojor Frank T. Peterlin assumed com-

mand of the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company on 18 May re-

pl:.Ci.l1g Haj()r Eulus E. Evans. On 12 Hay 197). LTC James O. Hegdahl 

assumed command of the 10th Combat :lViation Battalion replo1cine Major 

George A. Hooker uho had been cornmandins the battalion since lclte 

March vlhen I,TC J;:ck Ho.11cer VIas cOollec. home on emergency leave. Dur-

ing the mont.h the 9:2nd ,\ssc.ult Helico;Jter Company was .:lso tasked to 

provide a la.:ser paclcc.ge at Pleiku uncler operation£.l control of the 

52;10. Comblt :iviation :Jattalion. The 92nd ;mc started tra:L'ling ." new 

group of seven (7) VNAP aviators under the provisions of the Inr;Jrovc-

ment ,mel Mocccrniz.ltion Program on 10 Hay 1971. iit the end of !1:iY 

these VN_:~F avid tors h.:.:d. :.n average of 56.1 hours. In aGcli tion to 
• 

providing the normal visual reconn3.issance support for th() sout;,Ern 

h::J.f of l-m II, the 183rd Ueconnsissance Airplane Comp.::ny -,s5·~,--,d ..1 

ne\,l mission. This beins ZI. coastal recoIlL'1:lissc.nce for E':':'1'7 I:l'l.~~]~i-

gence. The 192nd Ass~,ult Helicopter Compc.ny continued to provide .J. 

laager pack"ge ",t Lan He Thout in support of the 23rc\ ARVll Division. 

The 19.?ncc .. HC also be::,." trainins S6'-em (7) VlV.F aviators under the 

I&.N Pro::r.::m on 10 7' -. 7/:,7th ilir C .. ,valry S(~uc.clron con-

area. ,\lso::; Com7?Il7 :'.l1,'. D COr.1pclny "::7th continued to lG.sGer ::ircraft 

• 

• 
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• The 10th Como<.lt :widion :Jattalion continued to suC'port the grou.'ld 

• forces of the seven southCl",1 provinc;;s of I·a II .. 1m: visu.::J. reconn.;issance 

of Phu Yen Pro'V:i.nce. Vc:g",bonc1 :·.ircraft providec, support to the lfuite 

Horse ROIC Inf;;mtry Di'lTision, 23r<:: ;U:1VH Inf:mtry Division, DSA MR II, 
Cam Ra;m Day Support Comm.J.nd.,Sn.',G Artillery, J.nd 17th CAG. On 11 June, ... 

lhjor John :letterer took com!~~nd of D Com;Jz-ny :::::07tl:, repl:?cine Hz-jor 

G:.U1V2.j C. Cauley. On 2:' June the 9:?nc', Ass:ult Helico:?ter Comp::;ny .,).m~ 

C COml""1Y .?27th "Iere the prim,',ry as~et3 .. used in the insertion of the 29th 
"-' t '·n· t l' - "'"'I' I ~. > D····· t t' t . ilot:[:,;llilen , \":12 e .' .. crs,=- .1.1,.1..) \. TI.!. '~'.nl.Jry J.~SJ.OJ.1 l.n 0 11e moun aJ.nous Clrcc:. 

2.;Jproxirnately ?O kilometers Hest of Ninh Hoa.. On 23 June, the 9:?nd 

ilss"ult Helicopter Com:?~'lY ':)J.S relie',ed of its mission in the Pleilru 

192nc': !Iss,.ult Helico'"ter Cor.;)~:ny. Their ',Jrim"Mr mission \'12.S to conti;1ue ------------ -" . 

ARC conti..Y1ued to train V1J~:~F 3.v'i&tors Ul1dcr the I&1vj Program. D Com?any 

J.ncl D CO~$.ny Here .:\150 rclc('~se(l from their mission ' .. t Pleiku 8...'1d re-

turned to Dong J:};:. Thin ;lhile ;; !," Troop contil'luec'. to support u.'lits in ~ 

the Pleil'~ 3.rGJ.. UpO:1 their release from the D;m He Tl10ut mission the 

19?ncl Assault Helico:Jter Comp:...'1)' oec; .• Jo tlte primary support for the 

CiYil O;Jer;;:.tion!l m1d )1ur·,l Development SUp?ort (CORDS) ProGram o)er:,ted 

by 1-i:.CV. C Compuny continued to su:'port the "Jhite Horse ID!{ Inf mtzy 

Division ..1nc', th(l 2L>3rc1. ilss:ult Support Helic~)t(lr Comp~,ny continuec. to 

;,rovide medium lift SU;J;,ort for southern Mn II • • 

• 
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JULy 

This month Va~abond aircraft continued to support various units of 

southern HR II. In addition there !'Iere t~IO major clungcs within the 

batt~on. On 5 July the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company be­

gan stand-down for redeployment to CONUS. This eliminated the lOth Corn­

bat Aviation 13~ttalion capclbility to provide medium lift support. The 

10th CtJJ lost one other unit ,'Ihen on 17 July D Comp.my 22'1th ~Ias reas­

signed to the 268th Combat Aviation Dattalion and woved to Tuy Hoa, RVIl. 

On 30 July l'iajor Indn S. Dierking assumed command of the 19:?nd Assault 

Helicopter Com:>2.nJ' from cceparting MCljor Arthur R. Griffin. There !'1ere 

three major operations durinG the month be Sinning with the extractic.& 

of the 29th ROK Regiment from :-m are" 30 kilometers "lest southl1est of 

Ninh Hoa. On 1.2 and 13 July C Company 227th :md the 19:'nd !l.HC "lere the 

primary c.ssets used to insert the 30th roll Regiment into LZ' s 40 kilom­

eters west of Dong 13" Thin. Then c.gain the sJmeo,ssets ",erc used on :;:S 

July to extriict the 3Cth ReC;;:i.ment from the sma are:.. The rem:in""r of 
the 10th CAD ~~s cont:inued vlith their ncrm;,l missions ,,>1th the excep­

tion of "A" Troop 7/17th CW. On -5 July they begJJl prepsr"tions to 

move from Pleilcu, ~Ihere they hsd been op"rating for 95 cb,ys, baol, to 

Ph&.'1 Rdng clir Dase. 

AUGUST 

TIle month of August brought sever~ changes to the 10th Comb~t 

;\vi;;tion Dsttslion. On.~ A u..e;u.st Hajor Jinuny H. St:ineb::u;;h assumec; com-

mand of the 183rd Reconnaissance Airplane CompmlY repl~cine CPT Doueles 

J. Deli, who had commllnded the com;::>any s:ince 1 July 1971. Najor Ronald 
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A. Coleman left his position <lS the 11"lth !1ill S3 on 28 August to ilS­

sume command .f the 92nd :,ssault Eelicoptcr Company from Miljor 

Rudolph E~ Abbott. On 31 August 1971 C CompQ.l1y 227th WJ.S redesig­

nated the 60th Avi~tion Company (Assault Helicopter). There wer~ 

two major operations this month which ultima'iely ~Iere the bst reg­

imental size oper::otions to be supported by the 10th Combat Avil:.tion 

Dattalion. On 10 'Iugust the 28th OOK Regiment ,las inserted into 

the mountains north'.iest of Tuy Hoa md on 7.4 August they liere ex­

tracted from the same :rc.;. On S August the 243rc\ .'lssault SUl'port 

Helicopter Comp:my completed stanc\-down procedures and was redeploy­

ed to Ft. Lewis, Washington. M9.jor Frank T. Peterlin, the corrun;:nding 

officer of the '';L,Jrd, l1as reassigned to the 10th Clill Head"uirters 

s-s Dattalion Executive Officer. On 10 .\ugust D Comp;my 227th beg . .ll1 

stc.nd-dovm ;;>roceec.in;s .md completed 011 29 :mgust. This eliminat-

ed the Aerial \'/eapons Company and reduced the 10th Combat Avis-tion 

Dattdlion to five (5) operational companies plus Headquarters Com­

P3..;1Y. Doth the 9::'nci and the 192nd Assault Helicopter Companies com­

pleted training the 'IN.\F ;,viators under the Improvement and 14odern­

iZ3.tion Program cverJ.ging 225 hours per aviator. Other than this 

the 92nd and 19?nd :I}lC' s continued their normal mission along llith 

the remJ.indE~r of the battalion. 

SEPTEJ.lDEn 

The month of September brought ;;. marl{ecl increase in the num­

ber of comb;).t assaults supported by the :iOth Combat Avi.1tion Dat­

talion. :l.lthough there were no regimentcll size operations, there 
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were 13 battalion size insertions .me extr"1ctions. The primary 

units SUPP(lrted belon[;cc'. to the i-lhite Horse IlOK Inf.::ntry Division 

hOliever there were two combat '::'ss'-lults, 2 September und 11 September, 

conc'.ucted for the 23rd .~:U11N Division. Desirmin.,; on 10 September 

the 60th, 92ncl and l~nd Ass.:.ult Helicopter Com;:>a.-ues inserted six 

c:iffercnt battal:i,ons :.:;.c e:ttr.::lctec', five of these b",tt·.llions, the 

l:lst O!l 30 3e;?tember. In addition to the' numeroUs combat asse-ults 

the_lOth Combat :.vi.-,tio'1 Datt:·.lion continued 5ts normal support 

for Ci!Jll :tc.nh D::.y Sup:,or'b Commme, :23rd .\RVH Infs..'1tI"J Dh"isiol1, White 

Horse OOl( Infantry Division, CORDS, and the 17th Q'.G. 

OCTODE...1 

The 10th Comb"t :h"iation DG.ttalion continued to support the 

ground forces of t:1e seven southern pro\"inces of l,lli II during the 

month of Odober. On:' October C~ COI"jell:t ;:)",1 Me Thout li2.S 

closec. ~,hich c,,-used the ~ircrc\ft p.:cl::age from the 92nd llssaul t Hel­

icopter COr.J;)"my to disperse some of its ,"ircrl.ft. Three (3) UH-lH 

and t·,'iO UH-1H rem:?ined :.t Dan ~!e Thout lihUe tl'iO UH-lH \'lent to 

PLeilru and one \lent to Gin Nghia. During the Vietnam Presic;enti.J.l 

Election perioc'. sc'\reri?l .:d.rer:.ft from "A" Troo]) 7/17th Ccwalry and 

the 19;:nd Assault I-:elieopter Compc'.l1Y ;·rare sent to D.:.o Loe as in­

creJ.sed security for t~.1::t 2.rea. There Nero t'\'iO b~.ttaiion size 

o;:>erations this month, The (;oth .'ssaul t Helicopter Comp.my, l'li th 

drcraft .::Idc.ed from both the 9'2nd .md 192m! .~ss.:ult Helicopter Corn­

pmes inserted the ~I'ld Dn of the ?9th I10K Uegiment on 9 Octoo,er .:!nd 

the 1st Dn of the ?Gth m:, neBirnent on 10 October. On 23 October 
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the 60th ABC e"trdctec, the 2.ncl. Dn 29th ;!GT ~lhil'" the 1st Dn ?Oth 

OOT vlaJJ<ed out of the field. Two W'lits of the D::ttJ.lion had very 

much success duril1g the month inflicting he::vy damage to the enemy. 

1he 92nd Assault Helicopter Comp8.ny gunships l'lere credited ~lith 3 

bunkers destroyed mel. 38 enemy killed in action. "An Troop 7 j17th 

Cav vias even more successfull when they 11ere crec1:ited ·.'Iith destruc­

tion of an enem:r hootch complex, 10 btlllcers destroyed .mC: 25 enemy 

killed in action, Tr.).ining of VlUF Aviators continued under the 

I&M Program in both the 192nd ;Ind COth ASSilult Helicopter Companies 

11ho had five (5) avi£ltors e2.ch. 

NOVEl·IDER 

During November Vc,g::bond aircraft \~ere again involved in sev­

eral b,,,ttalion operJ.tions, On 3 Novenber clements of the 44th ;lRVN 

Ilegiment 23rd .lRVN Division were inserted near Song Mao, 4 November 

an RFPF force from Dinh Thuan province N.,S inserted near Phan Thiet, 

on 7 November 10 Vag::bond aircraft lin!cce. up "lith VN.~F elements to 

iiid in the insertion of the 45th .:'RVH Itegoment near Phu Nhon and on 

l.7 Eoyember 12 aircr2.ft again joined the VNAF to e:::tre.ct the l~5th 

·'tegiment. The nen tuo d.::tys, lS and 19 Hovember, the COth Ass!lult 

Helicopter Compe.ny :,cted as C&C for tVIO insertions of elements of 

the 20th md 29th Reeimcnts respectively !lI1d then "8din on 21 Nov­

ember for an i:1Serti6n of the 2nd Dn 30th xre Regiment. Then on 

26 Novemb0r the clements of the 29th l'OK Resiment and on 27 Noy­

ember the elements of the 30th ffiK Regiment vore extr2.cted while 

the 20th Regiment w,Q!<ed out of the field. This month founc: the 
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10th Combat "vidion B."ttalion strength aut even further \~hen the 

ls:3rd Reconnaissance Airplane Company began st<l.nd-down on 1 November. 

This eliminated the usttalion's visuil reconnaissance missions for 

the southern hDJ.f of HR II. Doth the 19::nd .::nd 60th Assault Heli­

copter Compo.nies completed training the VlJ:<F _Ivi::.tors attached to 

them under the Improvement and Hoclernizstion Pro~ram .3.veraging just 

over 200 hours per a\"iator. Again the 9200 ;·,ss,.ult HelicoptClr Com­

pany and "A" Troop 7/17th Caval!".! enjoyed successful. months when 

the 92nd AIIC gunships \1erCl credited ,nth 50 enemy K!l~'s md "A" Troop, 

dtcr moving bac!{ to Pleoku for a fe;·/ days, destroyed and damaged 

several bunker complexes • 
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DEC]ICEIl 

Duri.."1g the month of December the 10th Comb .. t Aviation Dattalion 

continued to provide support for the seven southern provinces of l-ill 

II to indude.the l\lhite Horse ROK Infantry Division, 23rd. .~m7N Inf.m-

try Di vinion, Cam Ranh Day Support Command and 17th CAG. f\s the 

mont:1 progressed the 10th Dattalion' s support ~laS continually reduced 

until 31 December 1971 when the 10th Comb<lt :~vi('.tion D"ttalion raas-

signed its tJ,1O rem'lining units, the D:lth Assault HelicOlJter Com:JaJ1,' 

and "i.a Troop 7th Squadron 17th Cavalry, &nd beg;m st.:md-dOWl1 proced-

ures for future redeployment to CONUS. Durin" the month elements 

of the :'..Oth C;\B sUP:;lortecl three (3) ROK battalion combat assaults in 

addition to the normal missions flo~m. On 1 December the 9?nd lls-

s$.ult Helicopter COm:;JlmY bee:u: stmcl-clmm &nL. c::>m;:;-leted on 31 Dec-

ember. There was only one major problem enCOu.l1tered, this bein!; the 

l::te dis;,osition of parso,mel al,d aircruft. On?O December 1971 thG 

19:?nd. Assault llelicopter Company beg:m its st'J,c,-0.m'ID. Their scbed-

uled completion c.ate is 2.0 Jan1L'u'"y 1972. 

&Jth :,HC 

DUl:1ng December the 50th },:·IC continuec1. to ,;ro,;'ic',e the primarJ 

",vietion sUP;?ort for the 'ihite I·Iors6 ROrc I!'.f.:\l1try Division. In this 

cap.l.cit~r they ;?rovic'.ec: the majority of the ctircrc.i't .md. the. C&C for 

three ROK bettz.lion operations. The D:lth ,lJ-:C ;uso o.ssumed the Cam 

Ranh J3ay SU'J'Jort Comma.nc'. mission on the 20th 1;lhen the 192nd. st:rted. .. 
st.lnd-doNn. In order to provide the mxcimu.'11 support possible the 

60th ABC acquired threG (3) additionill UH-lli aircraft and an aerial 
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l~e:lpOns platoon consisti."lg of six (6) M!-lG Cobr;:; Gunships • 

92nc! AIlC 

During the month of December the 92ncl ilHC c~id not provide avi­

ation support due to the fact they began stand-dol-m procedures on 

1 December. EverythL;g progressed on schedule ~n~ the deactiv~tion 

vias complete on 31 December 1971. 

192nd _1HC 

For the first t,lenty (20) cl.9.ys of December t:1e 192nd :lHC contin­

ued to provide ,,.viation support for the combat ",n~, combc.t support 

units within the seven southern provinces of I'ill II. During the month 

the 192m3. experienc0d three (3) minor "ircraft incidents with no 

i..,juries to persOlmel • 

A/7/17 ,\CS 

During December " Troop supported elements of the 23rd llITV!l Diy­

i5ion in area5::round Song N"o, Dalat, and Dao Loc. They also sup­

ported the !-linh Thuan Province Intelligence PLtoon at Phan Rr..ne ",,-'"Id 

JDOC at C.a.'Il R:.nh Bay. "lhile in support of these various units A/7/17 

spotted severc.l structures, bunlters, and enemy persOlmel. The gU;1-­

ships expended their ordn::.nce on sever~.l of these sightings result-
ing in m~"'ly structures and bun~:ers destroyed or c\:.maced. ;1 Troop 

",lso inse:cted trool's into m",,:, of these are:::.s. On the 20th of Dec­

ember A Troop '/2.S rc:quired to mdntain::. p::c!:"ge of tVIO (2) Cobr:~ 

gunships ~lIld one (1) OIl-SA LOr: B.t Dong Dc. Thin for the C.>Jll Rmh 

Speci"l Sector defense. Later in the month biO (n Ut:-JJ: aircr-aft 

l~ere also sent to Done D:.\ Thin .':.11d <lfter the 31st t:1~ entire ,acl:t\ge 

\.r.ill come under the ~eNtional control of C2.m :1crlh Day SUp;Jort Command. 
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For the year 1971 the 10th Comb .. t Aviation Datta+1on, while 

SU;Jporti.TJg the combat su;>por. units of Hilitary I1.egion II, compiled 

the following statistics: 

I-lours flown •••••••.•••.••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 89,377 Troops lifted •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 276,792 Sort1es ••••••••••••••••....••••••••••••••••••••••• 171,677 Cargo hauled (tons) •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••• 17,637 

" 

, ' 
~ " . 
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t/.\Il\Eil, Jack A. 
LES'l'.l!:tl, TI.ocney 
i.CE'JEOO, R3lll011 _~. 

LTC 
H.'lJ 
CPT 

Legion of Berit 
Distinguished FlyinG Cross 
Distinsuished Flying Cross 

Dronze St<:r for Service .:md ;'.chievement - " 37 Arrrri' CO!!\..;'nenc~.J.tiOll He(::~J. for Service and Acr:.ievemcnt 122 Punle Heart 7 '-tir- Med",l for Villor 3 ldr 11edal 88 

---------.--~.---------,---------------

60m :,S5/,ULT HELICOPTE.11 COI1P;U'lY 

DUDllY, Ronald E. 
GJIFFIN, James G. 
Cl1OSBY, Tholon Ii'. 
HAYES, Robert A. 
EOOD, Charles H. 

CPT 
CPT 
1'101 
1'/01 
\'101 

Disti,l,-,'"Uishec1 Flying Cross 
Distin(;tushed Flyinz' Cross 
DistiJ"lguished Flying Cross 
Distine;uished Flying Cross 
Disti.."lGtlishecl Flyine Cross 

Bronze Star for Senrice and Achievement 12 
51 Army Commendation Hec1al for Service end Acl1iever:lent 

Punle Hec.rt 
;,ir- Hec',al for Valor 
;iir !-leclal 30 
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92HD lSS!IULT HELICOPTER COl'1PANY 

DTIi.~!E'i, Larry i1.. 
LUDDEIJHUSl!:tJ, Gerald H. 
LITTLETON, John U. 
OODD, Dern;.l!'(l 1 .... 
SHAN.JL'J!, John L. 

CPT 
SP!, 
SP!:. 
CPT 
CPT 

Silver St~r ~posthumoUS) 
Silver Stdr Posthumous} 
Silver St;lr Posthumous) 
Distin...,'"Uishec1 Flying Cross 
Distinguished Flying Cross 

DrOl'lM Stc.r for Service ,mtl :'chievenel1t 75 
::21 Amy Commendo.tio;1 Hellc.l for Ser' .. ice .md Achievement 

Pur;Jle HeJ.rt 
_'.ir l·jedal for 'l alor 
.\ir Hedal 
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