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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, LOTH AVIATION BATTALION (COMBAT)
APO San Francisco 56377

AVBACB-AE 13 August 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report, - ILesgons Learned, 10TH Aviation Rattalion
" (Combat), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RC8: GSFOR-65(R2)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Operations: Significant Activitieg.

ol

a., Higtorical Events.

(1) During the period 1 May 1970 to 31 July 1970 the 10th Aviation
Battalion (Combat) provided the majority of aviation assets utilized by
units in the seven southern provinces of the II Military Region. The major
units suprorted were: Task Force South (TFS), 9th (White Horse) Infantry
Division (WHRID), 23rd Infantry Division(AHVNs, 1 Field Forces Vietnam{IFFV)
Artillery, DSA IT Military Region, RECONDO, gnd 5th Special Forces Group.

(2) At the beginning of the reporting period(1May 70) the 10th AB(G)
was committed to the resupply effort of Oporation Eagle 70-1 in which the
9th ROK Div (-} had been airlifted into an AO NV of Tuy Hoa on 28april 70;
The operation continued until 18 May 70, The 10th AB(C) furnishe elght(8)
U-1H's, four (4) gunships, end two (2) CHei7 nircraft on & dally basis for
resupply, command and control and fire support, The operation was conaider-
ed successful and resulted in 275 enemy KIA, 3 POW's coptured, 168 small
arma.end 20 erew served weapons captured. A large emmunition cache was found
and destroyed., The AO was a staging area from which enamy units directed
attacks against the conata) regions of Tuy Hoa and Phu ifiep,’ In mid april
the 10th AB{C) began rendering support in the Plelku, Kontum, Dek Serng nrea
end was heavily committed on 1 May 70 to the Cambodia Campaign. The 10th
4B(C)'s most significant contribution to that effort was made by the 281st
Avmn Co (AH) which moved its entire operational'assets to Pleiku., The durat-
lon of the operation was from 4 May 70 to 17 May 70, and during this period
the unit was in support of Opetation,PInh Tay I in Cambodis. This operation
was supported by twenty (20) UH-1H's, eight (8) guships, and four (4) CH-,7'g
on & daily basls. The 10th AB(C) lossas included two (25 alrcraft destroyed
and five (5) personnel killed. On 20 May 70 the 23rd Inf Div(ARVN) bogan the
firat phase of Operation Rinh Tay ITI which took place wost of Duc Lap in
Cambodia. 'The 45th Regiment and one FSB wore air 1iftod into the A0 by -
twonty-four (24) UB-1H'/, eight (8) gunships end ten (10) CH-47 aircraft,
The 8th Cav Regiment marched into the AO. The 10th AR(C) provided all o
aviation support for the assadlt with the axcaption of six (6) CH-47's.Initial
enemy contact was light, howevar, the oporation was considored successful duc
to the numorous woapons, ammunitlon and medical caches found. Tho 155th Avn
Co(AH) oxpericnced two stand-off attacks during May which rosulted in minor
damngo to four (4) UM~1H aircraft. A now typo of personnal bunker wes con-

strietoed in aaveral area of the battalien headquarters. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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- CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACR-AE 13 fugust 1970
SUBJECT: Oporational Report - Lessong Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat)}, Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS: GSFOR-65(R2)

The bunker;was censtructed of half-round stoal culvert, hoavy timbers and

Solid Plate Stecl(SSP). The bunkors appear to withstand weanther conditions
much bottor then those of sandbags or conex containors,

(3) On 8 June 1970, the 10th LR(C) insertod tho 30th Rogiment, 9th ROK
Div into an'orea twonty (20) milos SW of Phan Rang, Using rappoling ropos
tho Pathfinders wora insertod inte sevoral locations prior te the oporation
to blast out o landing zono. Thig practico hns becn torminated duc to lack

of fire support ond socurity for the Pathfinders., Ono of the two ROK companies

which marched into +the ‘0 met unoxpectod heavy rosistanco on D=3, This action
foreed sovoral changes of plans and reclocztion of LZ's. The oporation was
not considered suceessful. The ROK units wore hindere by a shortngo of .
adequate LZ's, slow ground movement *hrough mountainous Jungles, and lack of
close ground support duc to unfavorablo woather, Enomy forcos in the aroa
were well ontronched and had opersted thoro unchecked for the' past throo years.
During tho operation an enomy radio interccpt unit accquired an FM frocuoncy
of o friendly ground unit, /n unsuccossful attempt wes mado by the cnemy to
diroct gunships from assignod mlssions to fire on frioridly eloments. On 12
Juno 1970 the 92d Mva Co (AH) oxporienced a stand-off morbar attack. Tho unit
sustainoed negligiblo domnge to maintenance oouipmont, On 20 Juno 1970, the

2d phasa of Oporation Binh Tay IIT began in Cambodla wost of Ban’ Don Speeinl
Forcos Camp. Two battalions cach of tho 44th end 45th Regimonts, 23rd Ind
Div(ARVN) and twe FSB woro staged out of Ban Don, utilizing twenty aix (26)
UH~1H's, ton gunships and twolve (12) GH-47 alrcraft. The ARVN units werc
insortod 12 lriloncters insido Cembodin dircctly wost of Ban Don. Tho mission
requiremonts noccasiatod the ostablishment of a forvmrd aviation fuel roint
at Ban Don. This roquircment scverly taxed the POL capabilitids of “the:10th
AB(C). The oporation was considerod succassful. Caches of weapons, emmmition
and medical supplios were eapturod, The 155th Avn Co (AH) experioncod a stend-
of f mortar attack on 9 Jul 70 and’ sustainod dameke to two UF-1H's and two gun-~
ships, : '

(4) On 4 July 1970 in eupport of Operation "Handcock Gold" tho 10th AB(C)
was %o insort tho 3/506 Inf Bn, 1/50 Mech Inf Fn, C Conpany 75th Rangor Bn and
44th Ragt. (ARVN) and thrco FBS's within a twolve hour time framo into MR-G,
Location of ME-6 was approximatoly 25 milcs NNW of Phan Theit. Required
dviation assets for this operation were fourty soven(47) UH-1H's, sixtoon
(16) UH~1C gunships and twelve (12) CH-47 nireraft. On D-Day woathor condit-
iong in the 40 forcad 24 hour deley. On tho morning of D+l, woathar condit-
ions hod not improved. Howover, nt approximntely 1000 hours improving weath-
or condifions in tho castorn sector of the AQ pormittod tho operation to bogih.
At 1000 hours on D+2 the MC advisod the AMTFC that forcast woathor conditions
did not appear sntisfactory for continuing the operztion as orginally plannod
and that it would bo advisable to formulato an nitormatc plan., PRy 1300 hours
on Dt2 an alternatc was in offect, The altornato plen re wired the 10th £B(C)
to insort thc 3/506 into L3's.along tho SE edre of their ‘urginel A0, Two
cormpanics from the 1/50 Bn were to be insortcd into an alternnto A0 loertod
15 milcs NE of Phon Thict. The insortion of *he 3/506 though hrmperod by
govere weathor conditions which ineluded low cloud eover and rodornte turbu-
lonece wns complotod at 1800 hours. ' Tho insortion of the 1/50 Bn bogin nt .
1500 hours and was comploted by 1700 hours. The 4ith Regi, (“RVN) wns insorted
into its original £0 which was complotod by 1730 hours. On D+2, tho 1/50 Pn
was insertod into originilflﬂ.ﬁiih few vroblems expvericneed, =~ -

INCL . ' X 2 CUNFIDENTIM.




"LVBLCB-/E . - CDNFIDENTIAL | 13 Rugust 1970

SUBJECT: Operationnl Roport - Lessons Learned, 10th fviation Battalion
(Combot), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS: GSFOR-65(RH2)

3RD NATL ~ CONTRACTOR

CIVILI/N DAC VN
UNTT A_U_TE&SQQ_._PQPM;@GD _AUTH/LSGD ~LUTH/ASGD
HHC, 10TH AB(C) 0 0 8 8 0 0 c o0
48TH AVY CO(AH) 0 0 10 10 0 0 0 0
92D AVN cO(AH) 0 0 10" 10 0 0 o 0
155TH AVN CO(.4H) 0 0 1 1 0 o0 0 o
192D AVF CO(AH) 0 0 210 10 c o 0 o
2L3RD AVN cO{ASH) 0 0 7 7 0 o0 0 0
281ST AVN co(nH) 0 o 3 3 0 0 0._.0
TOTAL 0 0 62 62 0 o0 c o

. Thoro are two tochniecnl reprogontives working fith the battalion

f. Mreraft Status as of 31 July 1970,
' UHIC

OK58 UH1H CHA7
AUTH/ASGD _ AUTH/ISOD  AUTH/LSGD _ AUTH/ASOD

HHC, 10TH AB(C) ) 0 3 .3 0 1 0 0
48TH AVN co(AH) 8 6 0 0 23 2 0 o
92D AVY CO(AH) 8 7 0 o 23. 21 ¢ o0
155TH VN co(ay) 8 7 o 0 23 22 0 o
192D AVN co(aH) 8 7 0 0 23 22 0 0
2/3RD AVN CO(ASH) 0 o) 22 0 o0 1% 16
L CO ) 8 6 __0 0 23 29 0__0

TOTAL 40 33 5 5 115 109 16 16

g« Operntional Statistics .

__ 48th . _ . 92d  I5bth 1924 o2h3rd  psiot
SORTIES FLOWN 18,527 15,058 “17,155 12,032 7724 17,757
HOURS FI.OWN 6,315 7,022 6,605 5,837 3,033 6,292
TROOPS LIFTED 22,389 22,279 27,590 16,858 22,568 28,892
CARGO LIFTED(TONS) 1,443 478 (454 587 8,420 10,303
ENEMY XI2 25 60 17 31 o 12
SIMPANS(DEST/DAMAGED ) 0 0 0 0 0 0
STRUCTORS (DEST/DAMAGED) 0 16 28 7 0 1
ATRCRAFT LOST 2 4 0 A 0 1
ATRCRAFT D/MAGED 6 10 13, 7 0 L
LIRCRAFT RFECOVERED 0 0 0 0 .28 0

2+ Lessons Loarnaod: ‘Commandcrs Obsorvations, valuations, nnd Rocormendations
(a) (U) Porsonnol: None
(b) () Intolligence:
(1) Observations: o
(a) The onomy has generally reverted to Phase I of guorrilla Varfore in
Southern Military Region IT(MR II), orploying his forces in small unit conf'ig-

ur~tiona.,



BACE-AE | CONFIDENTIAL 13 fugust 1970

SUBJECT: Operntionnl Report « Ieggons Lenrned, 10th Aviation Battalion

he enn remain undecteq by friendly smbugh patrols, The enomy hng Timited
bis attacks on Dong By Thin during this reporting period to that time

immodintcly followdns the period of laagt lunar 11wmination, usually between
the sixth ang thirteenth of the month, .

(¢c) Tactics: The onomr ambushes eonvoys to obtain necessry war naterinlg,
He also conductg gtand-off rocket and mortar attnclks combined with sppper

attacks on U,S, gnd AMlied Inatallations, and employs terror tnctica on Indig-
@nous personnel te gain required suppoert, o

(2)  Evaluntion:

(2) An agpressive obsorVQtion/hurveiljnnca orogram will hindor ‘enery
movencnts into tha Cam Rany Bey/Dong Ra Thin area and will provide n ren
reaction capahility agninat hogtile attacks on 1.9, and Allied Inatallatiogs.

1s program ineludaes direet intordiction of known infilration routes by
helicopter gunships and indirect interdiction by aerinl adjusted artlllery,

(3) Rocommondntions: gy nirborne patrol be 8stablishod during the hourg
of darknoss to dect, monitor, ang destroy encmy patrolg infiltratin, into
local aren, ‘ .

(4) Cormana Actions

night vision device. Surveillance ig conducted from 2200 hours to 0400 hours
nightly,

e, (1) Oporations: None
d, (U) Organization: Nono
es (U) Training: Neme

f. (U) Loglgtics:

(1) Observations:

Severs] rocont operations have remuired refusling of nireraft at » P7
avay from n mejor POT. bulk distribotion point, Minimizing blado time and
turn around tinc for timely insecrtion of troops hng necessitated the use of
those remnte POL gitos. Due te the present doctring of the Can Rank Bay

Support Cornond, logisties support of forward POL overationg ig virtu~1ly

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFi -
AVBACB=AL L DENTML 13 fugust 1970

SUBJECT: Oporational Report - Lossons Loarnod; 10th Aviation Battalion
(Conbat), Poriod Fnding 31 July 1970, RCS: GEFOR-65(R2)

Non-existont. Thus tho task of providing POL oquipment, personncl, rnd
resupply of POL at forward rofuoling aroas hag fallen upon tho 10th-£B{(C),
This roquiremcnt for logistic gupport plncos a severs domand on tho mission ~
capabllity of the 10th AB(C) as tho battalion is not authorisod equipmont r
ond personnel nocded to support it,

(2) Evalugtion:

£t presont, ell forward arca refuoling equipmont is drawn on USARY 180
day loan and POL handlers rmgt ba- ptévidod by tho porsonnel. of the aviation
companios. Twice tho battalion hag boen raquired to furnish CH-47's to carry
. 500 gollon blivets to forward refug] ared when an edequrto rond oxdstod that
would pernit ground transportatson vla 5,000 gallon tankers. It is noted that
the 45th Genoral Support Group provides all necessary lopgistic support to tho
524 Aviation Battalion in MR IT Forth, This Includos the provision of personngl
and equipnent end its installation at all forward aroas.

(3) Recommondations:

(a) Tt is desirable that the 54th General Support Group provide the POL
equipmont and personnel to Install, operate, nd mointain a forward area for
a forward area rofusling system, as well ag the resupply of POL from tho nearcst
bulk delivery point, Higher hendquartors should initiato this action,

(b) M alternntive proposal is that the 10th 2B(C) bo puthorized by MTOE
the additiono). porsonnel ~nd oquimcnt necessory to sustnin forward ares ro-
fucling and rosupply.

(4) Cormond fetion:

This urlt will rotain and continue te operate 180 day USARV loan eculpmont
until such tinc thet a satisfaetory arrangecnont has beon devisod. For this
battalion to adequatoly acconpllsh its mission, it is nocesanry that forward
POL points be avallable upon roguest,

8. Communicntions: WNono

B, Modical:r Wono

1, Materinl: Nono

e Other: Mone

ek U (Dubher

1 Incl -/ JACK L. WALKER
as - ITC, Inf
- Cormrnding

7
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AVBACB-SC (13 Aug 70)  1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report~Lessons Learned of 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HUADQUAKTURS, 17TH AVIATION GROUP (GOMAT), APO 96240 23 hugust 1970

TO: Department of the Army (ACSFOR, DA), Washington, D.C. 20315
Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

(U) This headquarters has reviewed the attached report, considers it
adequaﬁg and concurs with the contents except as indicated:

a. Paragraph 1(c), Operations: Significant Activities.

(1) The reference in Fara 1a(2), to "Operation EAGIE 701", should -

read "QOperation Dok Suri 70-1", the official title of the operation.

(2) The reference in Para 1a(h), to "Operation Hardeock Golan,
should read "Hancock Gold", :

(3) Paragraph 1a(6) should contain more data on the disposition of
enemy units and their movement.

b. Paragraph 2, lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evalua-
tions and Recommendationa: Concur with recommendations stated in Para-
graph 2£(2). This problem should be resolved at Field Force level,

Past attempts to coordinate support for forward refusl and rearm facili-
ties with Cam Ranh Bay Support Command have boen unsuccossful.

FOR THE COMMAWDEILL:

-, ."/’ .
: /jélﬂ.?k)/ E 0y //wz”fffa:c
4CBILIY W. COUGHRAN /
#  CFT, AGC

Asst Adjutant

CF:
€0, 10th AB(C)




AVFA-GC-HIST (23 Aug 70) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-~Lessons Learned, Headquartars,

10th Aviation

Battallon (Gombat), Period Endlng 31 July 1970, RCS, CSFOR-65

) @)
Di, Headquarters, I Field Force Vlietnam, APO S.F., 96350
101 Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO 9638,

2 SEP 1870

This headquarters has reviewsd and evaluated subject Operational Report-

Lessons Learned and forwarding indorsement and ooncurs, exc
The establishment and operation of forward refuel points is
8ibility of the predominant user, Ths support coumands pro
POL support only. The operation of retail refuel points by

ept para 2(f);
the respon=-
vide wholesale
support commands

in the past has been done as an exception to policy, The support commands
do not have units authorized to draw the equipment nacessary to operate a

forward refuel point., Customers of the support commands mn

¥y draw the equip-

ment on a temporary loan basis or by zﬁodii'icationl to the T04E. Recommend
10th Avn Bn (CBT) suhmit appropriate modification to the unit TOZE,

FOR THE CGMMANDER: 5 Y

ROBERT R OUN
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

1l - CO, 17TH AVN GP {c;, (LES3 ORI.L}
1 - GO, 10TH AVN BN (C), (LESS ORLL




AVHDO-DO (13 Aug 70) Y4th Ind :
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 10TH Aviatlon Battalion
-{Combat}, Perlod ‘Ending 31 July 1970, RCS: GSFOR-65 (R2)

Headquarters, United States Army Vlietnam, APO San Francisco “96375251?“0V1970

‘TO:  Commander in Chlef, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT,

‘AP0 96558

1. Thls Headquarters has :reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learmed
for the quarterly. period ending 31 July 1970 from Headquarters, ‘10th

‘Aviatlon Battalion (Combat) and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2. Reference item concerning "logistics,” page 6, paragraph 2F(1)s

‘Nonconcur with recommendation that 54th General Support Group -provide POL
‘equipment and permonnel ‘to ‘install, operate, ‘and maintaln forward -area
-refuellng systems .1n support: of ‘the 10th Aviation Battalion., Units -of
'the 54th GS Group are not equipped or staffed to operate forwaxd Class III

pointe.  Concur that formaxd Class III points be supported by 5,000 gallon
tankers when tanker assets and road/convoy gecurity permit. Concur with
proposal that MIOE actlon be initlated to authorlze Class III Personnel and
equlpment to provide for forward area refueling operations incident to

the 10th Aviation Battalion's missions. The Problem should not be

resolved at I Field Force level but should be resolved by the 10th

‘Aviatlon Battalion submitting MTOE action through the chain of command,

Unit has been so advised,

-FOR THE COMMANDER:

Clark W. Stevens Jr,
Captain A0GC

Assistant -djutent General
Cy furn:

1st Avn Bde
10th ‘vn Bn

Il




AVBAGC-0 (13 Aug 70) 34 Ing ' : . ' ‘
SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons Leamned, Headquarters, 10th Aviation
I(Bat‘;a%it;n (Combat ), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS, CSFOR-65
R2) (v

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 15 SEP 1970

TO: Gommncsling General, Thited States Army Vietnem, ATTN: AVEGO-DST ’
APO 96375

1. This headquarters hag Teviewed subject report and coneurs with the contents
28 indorsed,

2. The following sdditional comment is conasidered pertinents
Paragraph 2(f) addresses problems associated with forwand refueling points.

This headquarters concurs with I FFV and is advising the major subordinata command
of options available to regolve this problem.

FOR THE COMMANDER;

%ﬂ//f/%

WARREN A. PETERSON
CPT, AGC
ASST AG

10




GPOP-DT (13 Aug 70) 5th Ind (Qip]

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 10th Aviation
Battalion (Combat), for the Period Ending 31 July 1970,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (u)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 11 DEC W/7®

TO: . Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

A or e

7 L.M. QZAKT
CPT, AGC
Asst AQ

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

12




UNIT
HQ, 10TH AMC

H), & HQ Co, 10TH ABG
130TH MED DET O/A
339TH AVN DAT (DIV)

CONFIDENTIAL -

ORGANIZATIONAL GHART
LOCATION

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

APQ
96377
96377
96377
96377

LEBTH AVIATION CUMPANY
(ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

286TH MED LET 0/A

Ninh Hoa, RVN
Ninh Hoa, RVN

96240
96240

92ND AVIATION COMPANY
{ASSAULT HELICOPYER)

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

96377

155TH AVIATION COMPANY .'

{ASSAULT HELICOPTER)
8TH MED LET 0/A

Ban Me Thuot, RYN

Ban Me Thuot, RVN

96297
96297

192ND AVIATION COMPANY

(ASSAULT HELLCOPTER)
198TH MED LET
363RD AVN DET (DIV)

Phan Thiet, RVN
Phan Thiet, RVN
Phan Thiet, RVN

96317
96317

96317

2L3RD AVIATION COMPANY

(ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICGPTER ) Dong Ba Thin, RVN

96377

281ST AVIATION COLPANY
(ASSAULT'HHLICOPTEH)

Nha Trang, RVN

96240

Incl 1
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