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UNIT HISTORY
4E8th Assault Helicopter Conpany .
5 July 1965 to 12 Qetober 1970 : : ,

The 48th Aviation Company (Airmobile) (Light), with support detachments,
the 390th Transportation Detachment, 279th Signal Detachment, and 286th
ledical Detachment, was activeted at Fort Benning, Georgia Ly General
Order 200, headquarters, Third United States Arwy, on 5 July 1965, The
only name listed on the 5 July merning report was that of Major Keith L.
Groom the first Commanding 0fficer. The first enlisted entry on the
rworning report was Specialist Five Josehp P, Pzorsey, which appeared on
.the 21st of July 1965. A4t that time, avihorized parscansl strength was
fourteen officers, forty-one warrant ofiicers, and 115 enlisted men., ,

All personnel and ecuipment were to be obiained frow locally available
resources. The primery source of personnel snd eguiprent was the result
of the 11th Air Assault Division and 2nd Intuntry Divisien being reformed
into the First Air Cavelry Division at Fort Ferning, Georgia. Seventy-
five percent of the equiphent was received through latersl transfer '
frou reorganizing units at Fort Benning.

rajor Charles H. Drunmond assuuecd cowuand of the 48th Aviztion Company
on 1 September 1905, the samo day the first pilots gigned in at Head-
quarters, 10th Aviation Group, HNearly all the aviators reporting for
duty with the 48th Aviztion Cowpany were reassizned frow Europcan
assignuents and their tours had bucn curtailed os a result of the
Vietnaw build up.

Th¢ 48th Aviation Cowpany and detachuents were directod overseas on &
September 1965, The next five weeks werc apent PR qualifying of all
personnel, drawing, proccssing, and packing TOu8 and TA50 equipment for
oversezs shipuent. An advance party of six 6fficers and 20 enlisted
personnel departed 18 October 1955 for Oakland, Californiz, There they
signed for 16 UH-1D and § UH-1B helicopters and accorpanicd then over

to Vietnan on the USNS Kula Gulf, o baby aircraft carrier, Upon erriving
&t Cai. Ranh Bay 16 Novewber 1965, the 48th Aviation Coupuny wes assigned
to the 10th Aviation Battalion, located at Dong Ba Thin, and wes to sct
up base camp at Phan Reng, A4t this tine, the call sign "Blue Start

was given to the 48th Aviation Coipeny by Lajor Smith, Coumending Officcr,
611th Transportation Compsny, The reraining personnel of the 48th de-
parted the continentel United States on 5 Noveiber 1965 sbosrd USNS
Geiger, a Bevy Troop Cerrier, which arrived at Can: Ronh Boy on 26 Novein-
ber 1965, and the iwn and equipment disenbarked into LOU's that trang-
ported thew to the beach.

The advanced porty encoiped with the Air Force, who at thzat time also
aounted to =n advence party in Fhen Rang with only a few tonts ercected.
The advenced perty uneasured off and staked out the corpany area. The
arranged from the Air Force to have cots, tents and water for the eonpany
upon their arrivel, The coordinated with the 1st Brigode, 101st Airborne
Division (also new in Phon Rang), 4 field kitchen, conplete with fire

unit, pots and pans, was obtained. Retions were elso drawn frow the 10let.,
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The remaining personncl were convoyed frok Dong Ba Thin to Fhan Rang

n 2% ton trucks. Onc truck roceived sniper fire near Phon Reng. This
ias the first incldent where the 48th Aviation Coupeny received hostile
tire, Throughout the first few wecks whilo the 48th was clearing the
land and building their camp the uonscon reins were in full ferce and thoy
worked, ate, end’'slept in mud up to their knees. Foxholes were dug, tents
erected, ond sowe livited flying idssions were done in the weeks that
cfolloweds . . C ' e

On 21 December 1965 the 48th conducted its first colipany sized airmobile
-operation when it advinistratively lifted 4 Corpany, 2nd Bettalion,
-:502nd Airbornc Infentry. The 48th's first engine failuro cccured on 23
Docenber: and was brought safely down in a ricc paddy by Major Bromen
and CW2 Geer. The first operational coubat mission was on 26 Deccmber
with the extraction of bodies from a crashed aircraft. Ceoptoin Arthur
hoer: and 1LT Robert E. Smith successfully accowplished this rdesion
under extreunely hozordous conditions and enery fire. Both roceived ‘the
Air hedal with "VM"device ond were the first rerbers of the 48th Aviaetion
Coupany to b docorcted for heroism, o

On 1 Jammary 1566 the 46th Aviation Coupsny (4ML) wes declared combat
oparational by the Comnending Officur, lmjor Charles H. Drunrond, ' The
conpany was inwcountry & total ¢f only 36 days before it wne declered
combat operational. £ind what a declaration - -« the compony underwent
a nortor attack of 21 mortar rounds within the canp the sere day.

After rehoarsing for thrce days, the 48th Aviation Goupeny pilots put
out a 1st Brigads, 10lst Lirbornc Division, Long Ronge Reconnnsance
Patrol tean (IRRP) in an arca 10 rilcs south cast of Fhen Rang on 4 -
January 1966, The helicopters orbited 15 rdunutcs after inscrtion end-
started back towsrd hons base when the IRRP toan vade on crergency call
requesting extraction es. they were heavily engoged in a firc fight,

- The gunships supprcssed the eneny firc and the slicks extrected the toar.
This wae the first tiie the 48th hviation Coupany personnel activeoly-
engeged: the pney. : o '

- On 8 Jamiory 1666 the 486th Avietion Coumpany holped support the 117th -
sviation Coupeny et Tuy Hoo during Operation Jefferson in conjunction
with the ROK {Republic of Koroa) Brigede, This wes the first support
given to Koreans by the 48th Aviation Cowpony. The 48th Avintion Cope
pany elso supported the lst Birgade of the 101st. Airborne Division,
the 47th 4RVN's, and gave support to Headquartors, 1lst Ficld Force in
Nha Trang.at this tive.,: . . - - - - PR

Major Harry Roper csswsed Comiend of the cowpeny from Hajor Druriiond

on 4 4pril 1966, Shortly after cssuuing courand, Major Roper designed

o cowp any creste The background for the crest is o "Bluo Star" bordered

in gold, derived frow. the original and still-in-effect unit eall sign.

. Centered inside the Blue Ster ore the nulersls 48" in white letters

-~ with bleek trin, Lettercd in derk red on a white scroll below the Blue
Star 1s the unit notto "Skill Not Luck".also contrived by hejor Romar.
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Upon arrival in country end prior to asswuning courend of the 48th, Major
Roper wos repeatedly teld of the oy succcssful operations by thc Nney=—
1y foriied 48th hviation Colpany, cof which rost sources contributed

their nuccess to pure luck. ALfter but a bricf period with the corpany,
hojor Roper reslizocd that 1t wos skill, not luck which ceeounted for

the 48th Lviation Ceoipanles success cnd hence the company notto origi-
nated. Tho Blue Ster hus beconc a syr.bol of strong pride arong the tor-
bers of the 48th fiviaticn Coupeny. Each aircraft adorns o Blue Star
triized in gold o its tail section, cnd 1on in the copony proudly weor
the Blue Star patch on their right hbreast pockcet

During rost of 1956 tho 46th Aviction Coipany moved its bose canp
nuierous tines and cngaged in sustaincd coibat operations at Phan Reng,
Deng Be Ibin, Tuy Hoa, Dak To, Nhon Co, and Cheo Rco. In the foll

cf 1066 he 48th roturncd to its perwanent bese ennp ot Phon Rang and
assurcd |hu rigsion of gonernl aviation suppert to the lst Brigede,
10lst sirborne Division., In late Nevelber the lst Brigede, 10lst Lir-
borne doparted for Kentw.. For the first tire in iony onths, the 48th
found itself nct in suppert of the "Screoaring Eogles," but instead in
suppert of the 1lst Brignde, 4th Infﬂntry D1v131cn.

On 8 February 1667 US:iF&C Genersl Order Nuiber 20 officinlly redasig-
ncted the 48th aviation Corpany (iLirtcbile) (nght) as tho 48th Lssoult
Heliccpter Ceipany. L4t the saie tiie, the 48th was given a change in
aireraft autherizaticn, ncw rcflecting 23 1ift ships, or "slicks", and
& gun ships,

During the early nmcnths of 1967 the 48th isscult Heliceptor Ceipony
rerained at Phan Rang, graduclly previding suppert ncw tc 9th Republic
of Korca Infantry Divisicn (White Herse). On 1 Moy 1967 the unit wes
assigned the rissicn of preoviding aviation suppcrt to the 9th ROK
Division and a fordcrd bose of cperaticns wos cstablished at Ninh Hon,
As of today the missicn cf the 48th isscult Helicepter Compeny revains
unchanged, that of providing direct suppcrt tc the 9th ROK Division,

On 2% Octcber 1967, the Ninh Hee instellation was acrtsred for the first
tilc. 4 tetel of six rcunds landed in the cc1pound ncne of which

were in the 48th Asscult Helicepter Ccrpeny free, The Koreans sustained
nine casualties, one fatality.

‘The reuainder of the rear suppert elevents ¢f the 48th Lssault Heli-

. copter Conpany roved to Ninh Hoa fror Phan Reng on 1 NovaLbur,1967.

On the 9th all flyablo aircraft were flown to Pleiku in crder to escape

a typhcen forecast tc cnter Ninh Hea on the 10th. The typhoon did

strike ond necrly ell the tents ond freres in the 48th hssoult Holicopter
Conpany arec were dostroyed, aleng with considerable equipront and
personal belcngings. No scricus injurics though,

Two eriied heliccpter light firc tears (Jckers) cn 21 May 1968 of the
48th perferied escort duty fer General Willien: G, Westitorcland, Core
randing Gencral rilV, cn a visit tc the Ccironding Genersl cf thc 9th
ROK Divisicn., The 48ta was alsc called upen t¢ provide trenspertation
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and escort for General Greishton W, dbrais on his visit to the 140V Duc
My tralning Center on 1C July 1968, '

The 48th Assault Helicopter Corpany raintensnce platoon (known as the
"Hanger Rats") were awarded the 17th Corbat Aviation Group Best Main-
tenance award for the ionths of Septerber and October 1568, This recog-~
nition of outstanding achleverent in aircraft iaintenance reflects a high
degree of professional knowledge and devotion to duty by the renbers of
our raintenance platoon, : '

To everyone, happiness was when the new conteinient area was completed
sufficiently to allow all persomnel to rove out of tents into their new
quarters during the month of October 1968, Spere tiie was spent in the
next few ronths doing things as leveling, ¢iteching, planting sod,
painting buildings and irproving drainage.

also during the ionth of October we had four KUK Arry Pilots couplete
their training and were returned to their psrent organizations with
aircraft covmander orders. The pilots were given an opportunity to
experience every aspect of flying the UH-1 that norrvally is handled by
any nerber of this unit. '

The cireraft :aintenance persomnel of the 48th kssault Helicopter Come
pany cnce again proved their expertise and sense of rission accorplishe

- pent in keeping aircraft in g flyable status, On 14 Novonber 1968,

they reported 100% flyable idssion ready airersft. This feat was ree
peated on Januery 2nd and 3rd, 1969, peintencnce reported 100% availsble
and the 46th flew 100% on the two consccutive dsysi -

During the month of harch 1969 "Worthington Conpound” becsne the new
nare of the Blue Star zrea at Ninh Hoa in honor of WO Lawrence F,
- Worthington who was killed in hostile action on 11 Janusry 1969,

On May 1 1969 the 4Bth hod its srand opening for the new PX, Tho Blue
Star dispensary acquired an added attraction, a brand now dental cheir,
- No dentist at the tiig, but a nice cheir, : o

- The 48th issault Holicopter Company continues its dircct support of “the
9th ROK Infantry Division to include daily resupply, coibat asscults,
extractions, aduinistrative troop noveuents, transporting ViF's, over-

head troop cover, coivoy cover, reconn:issance Lissions, and tactical
enorgency 1dssions. In addition, the 48th has provided support cs re-

- quirod to the surrounding fierican and Vietnovese units 4n II Corps -
Tactical Zone. We were proud to serve in the Carbodia opcration of Mey
and June of thls year. 4t the time of this writing the 48th Asszult
Helicopter Colpany hes experienced 224 days and 14,012 flying hours
without an accident which niore than avplifies ocur uotto: "Skill Not Luck™
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