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48th Assault Helicopter Cowpany 
5 July 1965 to 12 O~toper 1970 

The 48th Aviation Company (Airmobile) (Light), with support detachments, 
.the 390t.h Transportat5.on Detachment, 279th Signal Detachment, and 286th 
bedical Detachment, was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia by General 
Order 200, headquarters, Third United States Amy, on 5 July 1965. The 
only name listed on the 5 July T>:orning report was that of Najor Keith L. 
Groom the first COllllDanding Office:t'. The first enlisted entry on the 
t'orning report was Speciali"t, Fl',e Josr'hp P, P9D.J"Jey, Hhich appeared on 
the 21st of July 1965. At that th,s, a[)~hn[ Lzod p~rscnnel strength Has 

. fourteen officers, forty-one H8.:;:'ran"t oft':Lc8:':'b, al1d 115 enlisted men. " 

All personnel and ec,uipment ~Iere to be ot";,a.i.ned fron' locally available 
resources. l'he primary so~::,ce of persont'.oJ. awl. e()l.iprcent was the result· 
of the 11th Air As saul t Di,,5.sio:1 and 2nd Irctcentry Division being reformed 
into the First Air Cavalry Division at Fort fenning, GeorGia. SElventy­
five percent of th" equipn,ont Has receiyod through lateral transfer I. 

frolii reorganizing units c.t Fort Benning. 

,.ajor Charlos H. Drul.Jliol1d aSSUI1,oe; COi,.lf.and of the 4cth Avj . .:tion Company 
on 1 Septer:,ber 1<;65, the scme day the first pilots signed j.n at Head­
quarters, lOth Aviation Group. Nearly all the aviators reporting for 
duty with tho 48th Aviation COhpany wore rOilssiJned fror", Europoan 
assignments e.nd thdr tours had bloon curtd.led c,s a rosvJ.t of 'the 
Vietnalil build up. 

TM 48th Aviation COil'puny ,mel. detc.chr,;onts Here directed overSeas on 8 
Septemb~r 1965. The next five \Ioeks Horo spent PuR qualifying of all 
pGrsonnol, drawing, processing, nnd packing TO(:b and TA50 equipment for 
overseas shiplilent. An HdVilnco j)<ll'ty of six 6fficers and 20 onlisted 
personnol doparted 18 OctobGr 1965 for Oak12~nd, California. Thore they 
signed for 16 UH-ID and 9 UH-1B helicopters and accoLpaniod thel!' over 
to Vietn.:tl:l on thE; (j3NS Kula Gulf, u bo.by aircraft carrier. Upon e.rriving 
at COl:. !tanh Bay 16 NovOl"ber 1965, tho 48th Aviation COLlp,my was o.ssigned 
to tho 10th Aviation Bnttalion, locc.tud at Dong Ba Thin, 2-nd W1S to sot 
up baso oc.mp <It Phan Rc,ng. At this th.e, the c([11 sign "BltlO star" 
we.s given to the 48th Aviation COl.:peny by Lajor Sr,lith, Co,j,manding Officer, 
611th Transportation COIi.pe.ny. Tho reooining personnol of tho 48th do­
parted tho continenklUnitod Status on 5 Novci.,bor 1965 aboc.rd USNS 
Gciger, a Nevy Troop Ce.rricr, which arrived at Car.l Rc.nh Bay on 26 NovCIr,­
ber 1965, and tho 1:.:(;n arid equipment diso14barked into LeU's that trans;­
ported tho", to thG beach. 

The advanced party oncm.ped with the Air Force, who at thd time also 
ar.:.ounted to an udvance pc.rty in Phe.n Rang with only a faH tonts erGctod. 
Tho advancod peTty J"eusUT0d off und stakod out thu COl,'pctny area. Th01 
c.rranged from the Air Forc-e to have cots, tents and water for the company 
upon their arrival. The coordinated. with tho 1st Brige.do, 10lst Airborne 
Division (also new in Phw Rang). A field kitchen, cor"plete with fire 
unit;' pots and pans, was obtained. R[ttions were e.lso drc.wn fro!',: tho lOlet • 
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The remaining persennel were cOl1voy"d fro! .. Dong Ba Thin to Fhan Rang 
j,n 2t ton trucks. Ono truckrocei vod·. sniper firE) nec.r Phcn Rang. This 
was th6 first incident where th6 48th Aviation COt:pt1ny r6ceived hostilo 
fire. Throughout the first fow woeks while tho 48th was cle~~ing the 
land LLnd building their callp th(; h,onsoon runs were in full force and thoy 
work6d, ate, and . slept in mud up to their knees. Foxholes were dug, .tents 
erected, e.nd S01.\O I11,ii tod flyillg 1;)issio11S wuru done in the loTe()ks that 

,·foll.owod. 

On 21 D6CCIilbor 1965 tho 48th conducted its first cOIf.p"ny sized airmobile 
oporation when it addnistrativoly lit·r.od A Corcpany, 2nd Battalion, 
;02nd Airborno Infantry. Tho 48th's firJt ongino failuro occured on 23 
Decen,ber: and was brought safoly down in a rico paddy by liw.jor BrOtilEtn 
and CW2 Goer. The first operatione.l cOl:lb8.t mission was on 2<; December 
wi th tho (;xtraction of bodi(;s fror2 a crashed aircraft. Captain Arthur 
hOOl~ and lLT Robert E. Sr:u. th succc;ssfully accol'plishod this rJission 
under extre~lCly haz2Xdous conditions and onoLY fire. Both roceived the 
Air l-lCdal with "V"devicb 8.nd \{oro the first l)0[,b"rs of tho 48th Avi~.tion 
COL.pany to bu docorc.tcd for horoislt .• 

On 1 Janu2rY 1966 tho 48th Aviation COl.,pe.ny (Ai'it) \V<'.s dc;cl'lrod combat 
oporationd by tho Cor"'J,:mding Officer, j·!.:ljor ChllXl€;s H. DruL·r,ond •. ~o 
cor.:pany was in-country v. total Qf only 36 days bGforo it wreS doclared 
combat operational. l.nd what a d0claration - - the cOElpc.ny undorwent 
a L.ortar attack of ;21 rucrtt~ rounds wi thin thl; cap thu sa;~£ day. 

Aftor rehoarsing for throe days, tho 48th Aviation COLJ?<'.l1;'l pilots put 
out a ls·t BrigadGjlOlst .i.irborno Division, Long Rango Reconnnsance 
Patrol te.o.ri. (IllRP in an area 10 Diles south cast of Fhan Rnng on 4· 
Janucry 1966. Tho helicopters orbitvd 15 Ednutcs £lfter insortion a.nd· 
startod back towc.rd hQh", 'base I·men tho LRRP tvar •.. l:;ado o.n or'ergency call 
requosting extr[,ctioll cos thoy woro hee.vily ongLcgGd in. tot firo fight. 
Tho gunships suppressed the oneLY firo and the. slicks extrE.ctod the tetlli. 
This waathc first tiL.e th0 48th 1.viation Co;,.p,,-ny personnel activoly 
engaged tho >lnel:.y. 

On 8 Janui'xy 1966 the 46th Avi2.tion Co:;'p,,-.ny h01p0d support the. ll7th· 
.,viation COl1pany [ct Tuy Heu during Opero.tion Jefferson in conjunction 
wi th tho ROK (Republic of Koroe.) Briglldo. This \oIGS' the first· support 
given to Koreans by the, 48th Avi.'"tion COl"pany. The 48th Aviation COL1-
pany 8.160 supportod tho 1st Birgade of the lOlst Airborno ·Division, 
the 47th kRVN's, and gavo support to Headqut~tors, 1st Fiold Force in 
Nha Trang.at this tiL.e.· 

~.o.jor Harry Roper i:sSUlood Co=.nd of tho cOlLpc.ny froe: Eajor Drur:a:lond 
on 4 i.prH 1966. Shortly aftor [tssUl:.ing cOl,:u'.nd, h,1.jor Roper desigood t, COL'll 8.l1;'l crost. Tho background for tho crest is Co "Bluo Star" bordorod 
ingold, derived fro,,:. thE. origino.l and still-in-offect unit call sign. 
Centored inside the Blue Star. aro tho nur.;erals "48" in whito letters 
·wi th ble.elk triL. Lotterod in de.rk red on a whi to scroll below tho' Blue 
Star is thG unit tiottO "Skill Not Luck". also contrived by ~JC.jor ROIl,~r~ . .. ~ . ~ .. .- ., 
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Upon :n:rrivw. in country ,,-nd prior to [,ssur.;in~ cor..I.:~nd of tho 48th, b,.".jor 
Roper wo.s repcc.t0dly told of th" l.[,ny succossful oporo.tions by the now-
10' fOrL:E)d 48th 1.vi[,tioJ:l COLpany, of which r.:ost sourcos contributed 
their euccess to pure luck. Mtor but n brior poriod with the cor:pany, 
~JC.jor Roper roc.lizod th:.'.t it \-I':.s skill, not luck which c.ccounted for 
tho 48th l.viation COi.po.nios succoss ,,-nd henco tho corip.".ny Dotto origi­
nded. The Bli.!e Steer hccs tecoLe c. syr..bol of strong pride ru..ong tho l:.oD­
b0rs of tho 48th l.viation COLpcny. Eo.ch o.ircr2.ft adorns c. Blue Star 
tril.LE)d in gold Oil its tail section, c.nd Lon in the cOl:IY.ny proudly wenr 
the Blu.o Star patch on their right breast pockot 

During L.OSt of 1966 th0 45th i.vii2tion COl.,p,,-ny I'IIOved its be.so cm.:p 
nuu,rol.1S tiDes o.nd ongaged in susto.inod cOl .. bc.t opor,,,tions at Phc.n Ro.ng, 
Dong B,~ 'rhin, Tuy Hoo., D,,-k To, Nhon Co, and Chao Roo. In the fcll 
ef 1966 '~hG 48th returnod to its pcn.anent be.so C.~l .• p d Ph,,-ll Ro.ng and 
assuwd ;,h" t:issicn of gonor"l c:viction support to tho 1st Brigcde, 
101st L.irborne Division. In l2.to NovOlbcr tho 1st Brigo.do, 101st 1.ir­
borne dop:rrted for· Kcntlli.. For the first til:o in L~.ny : "onths , tho 48th 
found itsolf not in support of the "ScrGll!:ing Eo.glcs," but instead in 
sup;:;crt of tho 1st Brigc.dE;, 4th Inf~,ntry Division. 

On 8 Febru;c.ry 1967 U& •. :tlFJ.C Genord Ordor NUl.cbcr .30 officLlly rod!!sig­
nc.tod tho 48th i.viation COLpany (J.irr . .obile) (Light) as the 48th .l.ssc.ult 
Heliccptbr CCL;pany. l.t the so.' .. e tL e, tho 48th was given a chnngE: in 
aircrc..ft c.uthorization, new r.eflocting 2.3 lift ships, or "slicks", .cmd 
8'gun ships. 

During tho early Ecnths cf 1967 the 48th i.ssc.ult Helicopter COlpo.ny 
rbLl:lined o.t Phc.n Rc.'1g, gradually providing support nnl to 9th Ropublic 
of Korea Inf::mtry Division (Whito Horso). On 1 k.y 1967 thG unit was 
assigned the r:issicn of providing aviation support to the 9th fWK 
Division and a forvc;rd be.so of cpero.tions WLCS oskblishod at Hinh Han. 
j,s of today the n1.ssicn of the; 48th i.sso.ul t Helicopter Cor:.pc.ny reulins 
unch,mged, thc.t of providing direct suppcrt to the 9th ROK Division. 

On 29 October 1967, tho Ninh Heo. insto.llation waIJ l.crt-:;rcd fcr the first 
tille. A tcto.l of six rounds lc.ndad in th8 cCLpoimd, none of which 
were in the 48th llssc.ul t Hulicopter Ccr.pc.ny l,;rea. Tho Kore3.ns sustainEld 
'ninE; casualties, one fatality. 

The rOLaindor of tho roar support elol..£mts of tho 48th Assc.ul t Heli­
copter COl1pany lJovod to Ninh Hoa fron Phan Rc.ng en 1 NOV'8LOOr, 1967. 
On the 9th all flyable aircraft were flown to Plciku in crdor to escc.po 
a typhcon forecast tc entor Ninh Hca on the lOth. The typhoon did 
strike and noc;rly all the tents o.nd frr,Les in the. 48thl,sso.ult· Helicopter 
COLpany arec. ,·noro dostroyod, along with ccmsidoruble 0quipLont and 
porsonal belongings. No sericus injuri.:-s the.ugh. 

Two ~;rLed helicopter light firo teru.:8 (Jckers) en 21 /lUly 1968 of the 
48th pcrfcrl,E)d escort duty fer Gonore.l Willie.r.! C. Wosti::oroland, COf2-
r£.nding Genurc.l 1' ... GV, 01 a visit tc the Ccu,o.nding Gonero.l of tho 9th 
ROK Division. Tho 48th we,s als(. COlllcd upon tc previde tro.nsportr, ticn 
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and escort for General Grei~hton W. AbraLs on his visit to the t..Ji.CV Due 
hy training Center on 10 July 1968. 

The 48th Assault Helicopter Cor.ipany r . .aintenance platoon (knolID as the 
"Hanger Rats") were awarded the 17th Cor:bat j,viation Group Best hrln­
tenance award for the Lonths of SepteLber and October 1968. This recog­
ni tion of outstanding achieveuent in aircraft :.o.intenance reflects a high 
degree of professional knowl.;;dge and devotion to duty by the .,;embers of 
our j"i,ailltenance platoon. 

To everyone, happiness was when the new contdm:.ent area Has completed 
suffici.mtly to allow all persol1nel to Liove out of tents into their new 
qur.rterll during the r,:onth of October 1963. Spcre tiu:e was spent in the 
next fe" Lonths doix.g things as leveling, ditching, planting sod, 
painting buildings and ir.:proving drainage. 

Also during tho l.:onth of October we had four lWK .Arr'iI/ Pilots cOl.lpl"te 
their training and were returned to their prrent organize-tions with 
aircraft cor:J,.ander orders. The pilots ,\Jore given an opportunity to 
exp"rience ,"very aspect of flying the UH-l th,~t non.:ally is handled by 
any I.ler.:bor of this unit. 

Tho <'.ir(!raft .",inte11&nco l'ersonnd of the 48th assault Holicopt.;;r COLl­
pany onC!o again proved their expE;rtiso and scnse of I . .ission acccLplish­
nent in ke-eping aircraft in a flyablostatus. On 14 NOV01.,b"r 1968, 
they reportod 100% flyo.blo d.ssion ready uircrdt. This foo.t was r0-
poated on Jo.nuary 2nd and )rd, 1969. "W.i;ltGnCJ1Ce reported 100% avaih.blo 
and the 48th flow 100% on thE; two consecutive ds.ysl 

. " 

During 1;ho I;,onth of i'lCcl'ch 1969 "Worthington COl~pound" b()(;8.L:B the new 
nlJ.tjG of the Blue Star aea at· .Ninll Hoa in honor of WO Lm.Tenco F. 
Worthington who was killed in hostile action on 11 Januexy 1969. 

On }1ay J. 1969 tho 48th had its :lTand opening for tIlt> nElW PX. . Tho Biu() 
Star disponsc.ry acquirod an added attraction, a brandn".w dElnte.l chair. 
No denUst at tho ti;:.o,but a nico chair. 

Tho 48th "ssaul t Holicoptor Cor.:pany continues its direct support oftha 
9th ROK Infantry Division to includE; daily resupply, CO,:jlc"".t asse.ults, 
extracti.ons, adLinistrctivQ troop j.iovelllents, tre.nsporting VIP's, over­
head trc>op cover, co,ivoy covor, reconnnissance I.>issions, <cl1dtactica1 
el:.ergcncy r:.issions. In addition, tho 48th hoC.s provided support c.s :re-

. quired t.o tho surrounding £ . .orico.n and Victnm.:eso units in II Corps' 
Tactical Zone. Wc were proud to serve in the Cf.JJbodia opuration of Nay 
and June of this year. At the tif:Io of this writing the 48th Assault 
Helicopt.erCol;,po.ny bes experienced 224 dC'.ys and 14,012 flying hours 
wi thout an accident which LIOrEl thnn implifios our !.lotto: "Skill Not Luck"'. 
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IUILOi.il1 
BlliO 
GURKE 
BliSH 
Cl!J:thE 
CHALK 
COlE 
Cfu1WS 
ED,('&; 
FEJU{JUDEZ 
Gila5Ol; 
GCUIlWlD 
GROSSl;;U~ 
Gmi'l'hll 
HILL 
IiffiLmL 
·HOID~JDG:.i; 

liOL2.lER 
IG!.W 
KlRXI'ATRICK 
LAl(.'iEl'!CE. 
LII"C,RGN 
I:-'U)}!EY 
1~u!'LL 

17 
331 
320 
289 
212 
172 
104 
333 
134 
170 
291 
251 
116 
.336 
.3~6 
169 
28& 
25 
238 
128 
328 
290 
156 
318 
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BICt£ STAAS 

1-31 ~~st 1971 

"FOn OF:.:'ICIaL :';81, Oi.;LY" 

PIC 
A.C/n> 
i.C 

AQ 

4C 

At; 
AC 

4C 
i.J..C/IP 

AC 

AC 

Ae 

AC 
fIC 

, 

},cCi>ilE 
McC.n.RlHY 
JvicFARWID 
HllEa 
J.iIT1'AG 
HOYER 
N1WTON 
flICHOLS . 
NII~BlIrIR 
OLDROm 
FACE 
l'JU-ijLBO 
PHILLL:.S 
iCWELL, R.Kl( 
HWELL, RGl~ 
PRAZlr.A 
SCHAUB 
SEXTON 
SEY1iOUR 
S!lJ]!-l 
SlHLI·. 
1'o\'L 
il/I.lU) 

WIUF?IE 

21 AC's 
.3 FIO's 
.3 IF's 
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205 
292 
141 
330 
27 
1.39 
m7 
22 
21)6 
17.3 
2((7 
105 
1<t> 
.3;rT 
300 
334 
132 
335 
14.2 
284 
287 
332 
249 
323 

AD 

AO/IP 
A.C 
PIC, 
AC 
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