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FORElolO11D 

The iSlst k,L.':.' .. C,11'lpany (Air Hobil) (light) was activated at Fort 

Campbell, Kentuc::':~'b;)<mt to General Order number 36, Headquarters, Third 

T?d. ted States Army, 20rt HcPherson, Georgia, dated 8 February 1967. '. 

'l'bo unit c.wtublished u morning report e.t:l.'eotive 16 February 1967 with 

the assiglDlIent of two officers and 14 enlisted men. During the period 16 

February through 19 June 1967 the unit conducted normal organizational du­

ties involved with activation. During the month of April 1967 the officers 

and enlisted men acted as umpires for the Ol1T of the 212th Aviation Battal­

ion and the 190th Aviation Company, during the exercise Goblin Hunt I held 

at Dover, Tennessee. 

The 61st Aviation Company was activated under TO&E 1-77G dated 31 March 

1966 using ~ITO&E 1-77G dated 7 April 1967, with an autherized strength of 

15 offioers, 52 warrant officers and 152 enlisted DIDn with an aggregate of 

219 personnel. Alse authorized were two airlift platoons, one armed platoon, 

and a service platoon, utilizing 22 UH-lH aircraft for airlift, 8 UH-IC 

aircraft for gun (lhips and one UH-lH for a maintenance recovery ship. The 

616th 'l'ransportation Detachment (CHFH) under TO&E 55-5000 and the 922d 

Signal Detachraent (Avionics) under TO&E 11-500D wore aSSigned to support 

tho 61ut. 

The unit conducted training from 19 June to 12 September 1967, theQ. 

the unit bog an preparing for deployment to the Republic of Vietnam. Finally 

arriving in Vietnrun 21 November 1967. 

This unit history is dedicated to the officers and men, past and pres-

ent, who contributed to the organization of this efficient and capable unit. 
~ 



6lST mlIT CREST 

The colors of the 61st Assault Helicopter COlilpany unit crest~ lllue 

and Gold, denotoll avIation units J too Dice w:j;th 6 • 1 ,shoW'lng donote:; the . 

\U'lit dllsi(llXation lih.:!.oh adds up tQA'll'lVen IUe<lll:i.lls ".good.l~ok", '/So the word 

"Luoky" ~a U;;ledj thl> Stat'Colliostr.om the Sen;tQX' .i'I.'\tiatops l;,aQ.€ic. 'rhe;Wmod 

Platoon \~sesthes'l:.e;r for Qorapatability. "BlAzers":i.e -added to denote the 

sldrtnees 'and fire pm/er oithe gunll1:\iPIl. 
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LIllEAGE .AiID H ONOaS 

The unit was constituted 3 April. 1962 in the Reb~ar ArTayas the 61st 

Av4.ation Company. Activated 1 Hay 1962 at Fort BragGI North Carolina as a 

li:::ht transport (otter) company, becoming a Caribou compmy later in the 

year. 

The 61st ~Ias inactivated 1 January 1967, in Vietnam, when the Caribou 

aircraft were turned over to the Uhited States Air Force. 

The 61st was activated 1 February 1967 at Fort Campbell, Kontucky as 

( an Air Bobile Light (Helicoptel') Company. 

The 61st received the 11eritorious Unit Cor,IDlendation, with a streamer 

()mbroidered "Vietnam - Oct 1964 - Dec 1965", and was presented to the unit 

on the 12th of July 1967. 
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FORl{ATION 
/ 

The formation of the 6lat Aviation Company (air mobil) (light) at Fqrt 

Campbell as a helicopter company began on the 16th of February 1967, with 
';;he assignment of one Major, one Captain and 14 Privates (E2). Fr()Jn this 

date until the month of June, almost lSO Privates (E2) signed in with only 
one Sergeant, SSG Norman E. 110 Kenzie. 

The men remodeled the building they were using as headquarters, also 

they cleaned and repainted building 3917 in readiness for the new home of 
the 61st. In addition, supply channelS were established and one of their 

( daily jobs was the picking up qf all sorts of supplies, publications and 

rations. 

In the month of April, 1967, the newly assigned warrant officers flew 
.. for the C Troop, 2nd of the 17th Cav and the 10lst AViation Battalion dur-

\ :ing Goblin Hunt I. The other officers and enlisted men acted as umpires .' . 
. for the ORT of the 212th Aviation Battalion and then for the 190th Aviation 

Company on this same ,exercise. 

The newly aSSigned 67N20, crew-chiefs, worked with the l88th and 19Dth 
Aviation Companies to acquire actual on-the-job training. 

During the months of April and May the 61st pulled Post Sup~ort for 

Fort Campbell, which consisted of various post guard details, including 
the training of two 1I0nor Guard teams by SGT Fred R. Johnson for burial 
details. The officers, including the CO, l1ajor Brooker, and the I~CO's acted 

as Nilitary Escorts ;for QecolUllJQ military personnel, IJscorting from Calif-

ornia to various places around Fort Campbell. 

During all this period of 16 February to 19 June the normal procedures 

of formation of a new unit were carried on. 
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TRAINING 

The 616t Aviation Company (air mobil) (light) cOJrnnenced its training 

cycle at Fort Orunpbcll, Kentuclcy the 19th of June 1967 under the operational 
(10ntrol of the 101st Avintion Battalion for a projected total of 13 weeks of 
:Lntensive training. 

Crew and pilot training began shortly after the arrival of the aircraft. 
Nost of the flying training was realized in the support of the 101st In,t'an­
try Division (Airborne) on their field exercises. Since the majority of 

the senior officers were Vietnam returnees, their experience aided greatly 
in the new aviator's .initial training. 

( For maintenance training, two pilots; CW2 Forrest E. Handshaw Jr. and 

CWl Harle E. Smith attended the Maintenance Test Pilots course at Fort Knox, 
Kentuclcy. All mechanics attended the Orglll1izational i~aintenance school at 
either Fort Rucleer, Alabama or Fort EustiS, Virginia, and 90% attended an 
.AMTAF course at Fort Campbell, Kentuclcy _ In addition, 8 personnel attended 
the Iurcoming Organizational and Depot Maintenance school at Bridgeport, Con­

necticut. The avionics personnel acquired their training through actual 

work on the ships and by utilizing tJ:!e Avionics branch of the Civilian Shop 
( #5 at Fort Campboll. 

The OJ)erational Readiness Test was schoduled for the 18 - 21 August 

1967, to be held in the Cherokee National Ferest, Tennessee in conjunction 
with the ORT of the 3rd of the 506th, 101st In,t'antryDivision (airborne). 

The convoy, consisting of III vehicles, with everything required to set up 
a field camp for four days, departed Fort Cllltlpbell the morning of the 17th. 
The convoy, commanded by lLT David E. Reichert and Trail Boss - WOl Louie 
R. Gott Jr., moved all day arriving at the city 1units of Chatanooga, Tenn. 
wh"l1 thuy 1/'''-'' iu1'0l1litld 'that 't:.he OU/.!' WUII oanoelled due to the grounding ot 
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all UH-lD and UI-I-IC helicopters. The convoy turned around and moved bac~ 

':,0 Fort Campbell that same day. Even though the aircraft ORT was cancelled, 
'··he convoy passed its OdT ldth flying colors. The throo day exercise con­
'.:'lcted on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of Augtlst 1967, in support of the 3rd of the 
506th Infantry (airborne) was designated as the OHT for the 61st AViation 
Company and Detachments. 

The PCM Inspection of the 61st was oonducted by the 3rd Army CMl'1I Team. 
rlajor AlVin E. Walker was m:aintenance officer at this time. The results of 
their inspection aided the 61st, but the inspectors were greatly surprised 

( at the a~nost complete readiness of the unit. The percentages achieved by 
the dii'ferent sections: Hotor Pool ... 98%, CO!1l1l10 Section - 96%, Supply - 94%. 

Mess Hall - 95%, Publications - 94%, Special Equipment - 99%, ~leapons - 100%, 
with a unit total of 95% shows that the 61st was on top again. 

Throughout the aircrew and maintenance training, indiVidual POl:! train-
ing 11a6 conducted for all assigned personnel, all individuals were completely 
qualified prior to packing up to go. 

~'h() 6l~t comploted all POM, POR, ORT and training required, on the 

12th of September 1967. 
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Ovr~RSBAS DEPLOYMENT 

After completion of training, began the tedious ],abors of getting every­

';;hing prepared for shipment to the Republic of Vietnam. The aircraft were 

,'3adied for the long flight from ~'ort Campbell to Sharp Army Depot, Calif­

:,rnia. All TQ!,E equipment were deposited in their respective containers, and 

:In turn packed very neatly and tightly into Conex containers. Vehicles haS 

the most careful maintenance pull on then, and stripped fOr shipment. 

The first i tams to leave their home at Fort Campbell, liere the aircraft 

and the personnel who were to stay with the aircraft frOlI! then till they ar­

rive at their new home. The, first Platoon aircraft departed for California 

on the 20th of September with the 3rd Platoon leaving the 21st and 2nd Pla­

toon leaving on the 22nd. The three flights mado their first overnight stop 

at Fort Worth, Texas, their second night was at El Paso International Airport, 

Texas, their 3rd night was spent at Yuma Marine Corp Air Station, Arizona, 

wlldng their final stop at Sharpe ltrr.ry Depot, California on the 23rd of Sep­

tember, 24th and 25th. 

The conexs and vehicles wore loaded on flat cars, on the 6, 7 ruld 8th 

of October, to be shipped to Mobile, Alabama for loading on an ocean going 

vessel. 

All personnel took prior overSEJaS leaves between the J.st of September 

and the 24th of October. Everybody agreed the leaves uere far too short, 

of course everybody wanted at least 90 days leave also. 

The seven (7) officers and tuenty-.t';i.ve (~) enlisted men, who stayed 

with the aircraft, were cOlllmanded by Major Alvi:(l E. Wall~er. They remained 

in CalifOrnia froll! the 23rd of September until the 9th of November. Their 

duties during this time consisted of normal maint~ance and getting the air­

craft processed (cacoomed) for ocean travel. They left California aboard 
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tho Aircraft Carrier Escort, USNS Point Cruz. Their trip was uneventfUl ar­
riving at Vung Tau, Vietnam on the 28th of November, cor.lpleting 19 days at 
sea, The aircraft wore deprocessed, flown ashore and finally being flown, 
~'n flights of three, to their now holl1Cl Lane ArrilY H'lliport, An Son, Vietnam. 

The 61st lvABTOC equipment was picjced up at Sharp Army Depot by the Oper­
,ltiona Chief, SFC John P ~'hompaon and delivered to the SS Alnerican Orile. 

SFC ThOJilpson set sail on the Orile on the 28th of October, traveling up and 
down the Pacific coast line of the United States for several days, fin~ 
leaving the coast mid headed for the Republic of Vietnam. Arriving in Qui 

Nhon harbor on the 1st of December and closing in on Lana Army Heliport the 
2nd of December. 

The 61st Advance Party turnod out to be the Roar Party as well. Com­
manded by Captain Heman DeJong, consisting of two warrant officers and seven 
enlisted men. They closed out the affairs of the 6lat at Fort Campbell and 
departed the area on the 13th of November. The advance party arrived at the 
now home of the 61st, Lane Army Heliport, An Son on the 16th of November, 
immediately setting up quarters, meSSing, establishing accounts and arranging 
for transportation in readiness of the arrival of the main body due to arrive 
the 21st of November. 

The main body of the 61st, cOlllIllanded by ¥mjor Clarence B. Brooker, de­

parted Fort Campbell on the 2nd of November aboard two civilian airlines, 

with the local Amy band playing farewell, even though it was 0200 in the 

morning. They arrived at San Francisco International Airport four hours 

later, and went directly to the docks, boarded the USNS General John Pope, 
their new home for the next three weeks • 

.. 1 .,j" 
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The ship steamed out of the San Francisco harbor, under the Golden Gate 
Bridge the afternoon of the 2nd of November. Going under the Golden Gate 

Bridge, three companies of men spied a young girl up on the bridge waving to 
":.lem, everyene highly appreciated this farewell gesture from the unknown 
i<trl. Then they were at sea. 

The three sister aviation companies aboard the USNS Pope consisted of 

the 61st, 92nd and 134thj plus their respective detachments. It is inter-

osting to note that all three of these aviation companies were CV2, Caribou, 

units, all llOre stationed in Viotnam at about the same time, all were deact-

ivated at the same time and then reactivated about the arune tDne as HU-1, 

Huey, units. 

The first couple of weeks aboard ship consisted of getting acquainted 

with the other units, reading a lot, playing cards, checkers, chess, etc.; 

watching first run movies (first run in the early 401 s) eating very fatting 

meals and li'alldng or sunning on the decks; life was very relaxing and also 
very humdrum. 

On the 17th of November the ship arrived at Okinawa. The men were given 
a one, day and night liberty ashore. Everyone was extremely happy to be able 
to BOlt orr tho rocltiut(, rolling WW 'VOl,,:! IilonotcnoU6 ship. ~'he time spent 

ashore boosted the menls morale greatly, of course when they set sail the 

next morning, quite a few were moaning and groaning that they should have 

stayed aboard Ship or at least not to have overly enjoyed thGlllselves of the 

is1and l s many pleasures. 

For the next four days they steamed around the Phi1ipines to ,stay away 

from Typhoon Gilda, arriving in Qui NIlon harbor on the 21st day of November 
1967, at last putting their feet on solid land to stay for awhile. The 61st 
was met by Captain DeJong l'1ith transportation to be borne to the~ rtw'h61iJi'lV " 

., '" . _\ ", ' },'f,:/'; ,~-i 
at'lay from home, t.ane Army Heliport, An Son. Theo 61S't::'wd~':g±~eifM in-country 

briefing by the post cOllllill.llder,; LT(Ltl.tred'R;~' Smith., and 'then weN introduced 
""8 -
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to the 17th Group cor,1I1wllder, Col William Smith and the loth Combat Aviation 
Battalion cO!1nnander, LTC Eugene F. Crooks. 

The conex containers and vehicles were escorted by SGT Gary C. Deaton 
,cd SP4 Jimmie 11. Tolleson. They departed Fort Campbell on the 26th of 

:\:tober for HobH, Alabama, After making sure everything was loaded aboard 
shiP. they departed l10bil the 1st of November aboard the ship SS Fredrick 
Likes. Their voyage took them through the Panama Canal, past Hawaii, :t'.I.n­
ally arriving at Qui Nbon harbor on the 28th of IJovelOber 1967. 

Them the 6lst, under the direction of Capi.ni.n 011 ;{"Coro 0. llohMJ.' h"tllUl 
the big job of moving the 93 conex containers and 64 vehicles from Qui Nhon 
docks to Camp Lane. uorking day and night to preclude any losses of equip­
ment. The complete mOving project lasted almost a full week of continuous 
traffic. 

At last the 6lst Assault Helicopter Company was wholly in-country and 
ready to set up ~ousekeeping and go to work. 

-----
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ORGANIZING .m VIETJIAM 

Oni;:he?2nd oflj'6veinbeI' the 61s1:l began constructil),g their new mess 
hall, pour1ngconcrete. The construction projectwnIl supervised by WOl 
:lanM. HeokerinaI:i,and c;lesigned bytlle Operations Officer, Major Warren 
..... Portell) CE., 

The mess hi.\ll building was conJPlllted a.nIi ,the. kitchen was operating on 
ChristrnaB Day for the tra4itional turkey dinner with all the trinnnings. 

During this tiJnetheconcrllte slabs were poured fbr the unit Ilupply 
building, three two-st.ory BEQ buildings and four one-story BOQbuildingB. 

Also during this same period, the aircraft maintenance area was 
erected with four aircraft maintenance tents. four GP medi= for the 61st 
Service Platoon,616th TC Det,achm!)nt, tech supp'l,y !lndoffices. The 616th 
and the 922d Signal Detachment set up their shop vans.ftevetments liere 
construc·ted :tov JJ, aircraft, l>unkl!rs liereconstructedarounc;lthe northern 
and e/~lItern perimeters, with a trench getngall the way around the bunkers. 

By the ti!Jw the aircraft arnvedthe units Wlll'e 'Qperational in main­

tenancq~ .~ll:i,str.ati9ll iln<,l.s\lPPly t Q /3UPP9:rt tnem. . M,J,Vl;l})iclI!El wcl'la 
inspected. and reassel1]bled. The aircraft, w(jrc;Ml!l tlu'O\lgh an ill,llpection, 

gun mounts}nstAlle<h I'i¥li-ol;lchecked~ ~cl,theI)the.unit;.set:tled dQ~ to 
routine Dlaintenancein preparation ot: the day the u.n:\;t was to go mission 

ready. 
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COl-! WIDERS AND PEarOD OF ASSrOWIENT 

Major Jrunes A. Cox was the acting commander of the 61st from 16 Feb­
.'Uary 1967 until 1 May 1967, when Major Clarence B. Brooker, MlTY, reported 

:'.t1. and took command. l1ajor Brooker cOllll11anded the unit through the rest of 
-,he year. Jllajor Brooker returned from Vietnw\l in lIovember 1966 and being 
a combat veteran and a qualified pilot for the following aircraft: O-lA,D,E; 
U-6A; a1-13E,G,II; OH-23B; U-lA; U-8D,E; and urI-lB,C,D,H, his knowledge 

greatly aided in the training, preparation and movement for and to Vietnrun. 

DETACID'JENTS 

The 616th Transportation Detaohmsnt (CHF1!) was oOlTlmanded by Major 

Kenneth L. Klipple, TC, from 19 July 1967 and throughtout the rest of the 

year. As a ratod aviator, in conjunotion with a commanders responsibilities, 
lVIajor Klipple also flew test flights of UH-ICs and H's. He also had to 
make the decisions on whether or not an aircraft was able to make a one-time 
flieht for maintenance problems from the field to hOl118 base, plus he usually 

flew the one-till!e flight himseli'. 

The 922nd Signal Detachment (avionios) (RL) was oommanded by WOl Louie 
R. Gott Jr., SIGe, from 17 June 1967 throughout tho rElot of tho ;)'U'U'. M;r. 
Gott, who spent 11 years in the Air ~'orce, in avionics repair, transferred 

into the Army as a Warrant Officer three weeks before being assigned to 
the detaohment. 11is experienoe in the airoraft radio and navigation repair 
aided greatly in the formation and training period, plus in the clay to day 

repair in aVionios. 

-11-
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AliliA OF OPEll.ATIONS 

The 61st Assault Helicopter Company!s area of operations for the short 
period they were in Vietnal:l in 1967, covered the ~lho1e II Corp Area, (see 

"t<1:) on pa(;e 14). 

For the most part, the area is very mountainous and covered with jun­

gle, also during tIllS period of operation it was the rainy season. 

The area outlined in red, on the map, is the area covered by the 61st. 

The red X above Qui IDlon is An Son, the home base of the 61st. 
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Operation "STEEP !lILt" (Detroit) 

During the training period, 16 aircraft ~lere sent to Detroit, Michigan 
on operation "Steep Hill", to assist in the control of the Detroit riot, 
- .. (jlil 21 July 1967 to 27 July 1967. 

Major Brooker lias assigned as the Aviation Corps Officer of Operations. 
The mission of the 61st was to airlift B2nd and lOlst Airborne Division 

troops to trouble spots in the city and lfud-Bvac wounded military and civ­
ilians to outlaying hospitals. 

The company was prepared for night airmobil assault, using as LZ's, 
football fields, golf courses,freeways and school grounds. A recon of all 
LZ'6 WU~ oon<.luct<l<.l <luring <layl1ght hours, and all aircrellB were thoroughly 
briefed on the areas. 

The aircrews and operations personnel realized some very valuable ex­
perience from this operation. 

-------------------------------_ .•.. ,"_ .. ".-.------_. -_ .. _.,-_ ... _--
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lIERIAL FIflE POWEIl.. DJl}!ONSTRATIOrr 

;,ri As part of the combat training of.the aircrew$, an aerial fire power 
oOl1lba~ assault <.lor,)Ol1stratiol1 uas perforlnod on 1 September 1967. This was 
",;he first time in the United States a realistic combat assault was conduc-

, .'ct using actual rockets and "mini" gun fire on both sides of the lift 

;;l;;i.ps going into the LZ, just as if in Vietnnm. 

This demonstration was witnessed from the ground by the company com­

mander, Major Brooker, operations officer, J1ajor Porter, and the wives and 

children of the 61st pilots. The spectators were also able to hear all 

communications going on between the ships, even the works of one lift 

platoon pilot uhon he exclaimed "DatlIIl, that Rocket came close". 

The demonstration went sraoothly as planned and proved that the 61st 

was rendy to perform in Vietnlllll nnd able to conduct a real COlabat Assault. 

Major William T. Wade, comuanding the gun platoon, brought a gun ship 

ovor to the spectator area for the wives to get a close look at it and 

Captain Frnncis D. Pierce Jr. explained how the rocket launchers nnd "mini" 
guns oper<lted. JIe also explained the operation of the gun Sights and the 

airoraft itself. 

This W<lS the last operution for the 6lst in the United Stutes. Im­

mediutely the unit preparod for movement to the Republic of Vietruun~ 

, . '-:,' 'I '., 

,-.16 ... 

- ----------, 
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OP£RATIONS IN COU1rrRY 

The initial operational period of the 61st, from 22 December 1967 
to 31 December 1967, had no ~igni£ieunt IdChlights, since the aircrews 
. ';:1'0 fandliarizing theInsel ves with the area they would be supporting. 

The actual statistics of the 6lst for this period are as follows: 
Sorties flown - 2289, Hours flown - 662, Tasks flown - 610, Passengers 
carried - 2306 anel Cargo carried - 56 tons. All in all, for a brief 
9 dny period tile 61st carried their share ot missions, and ended the year 
with an excellent record. 

- 17 • 
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61ST ORDERLY ROOI! 
L 1\J'lJi: A d'ry HELIPORT 

An :i()Jl, IlVN 

- Ifl _ 

-----.. "-.. -~.--.------------'-'----------------------"---.,
------ - .... ---,~---.---



----------------_.-----_._ .. ---

ENTRANOE TO 61ST HAINmNANCE AHEA; 
"The Crap 'fable" is the Name of 61st Landing Pads 

LANE AIDIY HELIPORT 
An Son, nVN 
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61ST, 616TH & 922D MAIllTENANCE AREA 
LANE ARHY HELIPORT 

An Son, UVN 

- 20 -
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61ST AIRC tAF'I' REVETl1ENTS ON "THE CRAP TABLE". 
LANE ARMY HELIPORT 

An Son, RVN 

- 21 -
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11AINTENANCI> HANGEH I-lITH AIRC 3AFT "LADY BE GOOD" IN j<OH CHECK OVER 
LANE ARUY HELIPORT 

An Son, lWN 
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A.vARDS 

During the yenr 1')67 only one individual received any IlWardS, but the 

awards he received were extremely high. 

The Silver Star for pe~t'orrnance ~lith marked distinction of exceptional 

""i:i.'oism was awarded to Captain Heman DoJong, the most highly decorated in­

dividual in tho 6lst Assault Iloll.t:opter Company. Captain DeJong ~las pres­

entEld the Silver StIlI' and clusters Cor the Distinguished Flying Cross while 

assigned to the 6lst stationed at l!'o~t Campboll. Captain DeJong was awnrded 
these honors for his extraordinary aetions while serving in the Republic 

( . of VietnaIll in the year 1966. 

( .. 
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