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FUfMARD 

The following historical record of the 129th Assault Helicopter 

Company is dedicated to Lt. Edwin S. Bl'ague Jr., ArtHlery, 05623611. 

Lt. 8rague was Idlled in combat 1 January 1961. Lt. Jlrague waS the Unit 

Hiotorioal Officer prior to his death. The bulk of the company history 

that foll~ws waB written by Lt. Bragua. 



This aooount of the activities was gathered in the field, from orga~ 

nization recorda and personal on the soene reports. The purpose ot this 

history is to preserve the events in which the 129th Assault Heliaopter 

~ny was involved. The oonditions under which the research wall conduoted 

were not conduo1ve to absolute aocuracy or completeness, but ths history 

presents a view ot the company which otherwiee might be forgotten. 
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SUBJEOT, 

-
129T11 ASSAULT HELlOOPTEROOMPANY (UH-l) (A) 

!PO SF 96377 

unit Historical Report 

1. MISSION AND RESOURCl&'3 

'l'be pr.l.mary mission of tile 129th AIlsault Helioopter Oompan.y ill to 

pr,ovide taotioal air movement of U.S. and allied troops in oonneoti:m with 

oounter-insurgena,y operations against hostile forces in the Republio of 

Viet N l1li. ' 

'l'be lIeoondary lII1&siun of th" 129th AIIsault Helioopter (bmpany is , 

to provide tactical 'air movement ot lIuppUee and equipment within the tac­

tical, trea ot relponsibility. 

The additional lIIiedon ot providing suppressive fire support trOOI 

the armed heUoopter platoon far the ground troops, aesault helioopters 

and motar oonveys is of increasing importanoe. 

, 801IIII !>ther "iBllione ot the ,129th are, lrmell 1U!0onnaillsanoe, 
, ' , 

Reoonnai.llanae by fire, SurveillanQII, Artillery Adjustment, Psyohologiesl 

Warfare, (hemical, 81010gies1, and RcLdiological Wartare, Cbmmand and (»ntrol; 

Emersenqy ixtraotiqn.; and Medioal Bvaouation. 

2. OROANlZATIW 

'l'bll 129th oUsault Helioopter ()Qnpany was reorganized on 10 

Hovember 1966, under modified TO&B 1-71G by Oereral Order Number 249, 

He~dquarter8 tJS.UI.PlLO, dated 1 November 1966. 'l'be prElsent authorized 

strength 18 fitteen (1$) Officers, tiftJ-two ($2) Warrant Otttoed, and 

one hundred and r:.rty tlfO (1)2) :,nl1H.ud :lon. 

The unite attaohed to the 129th are the 394th Transportation 

(bmpany (Oargo Htll100pter FiElld Maintenanoe), and tile 43)rd ~dioal ~tach­

IIlBnt (Organisational Augmentation). 
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3. OPERATIOOS 

'nle month of January found marv of the 129th Assault Helicopter 

COOIrany's aircraft and crows scattered throughout the n Corps area flying 

with our sister companies the 117th and !16th A,Ssault Helicopter Companies, 

and with -Dust OfP. Some of the places where a "Bite &. Striker" oo\lld be 

found were; NIla Trang, QUi Nhon, Tu;y Hoa, Bong Son and Dong Be Thin. The 

purpose of this lIaB to give the pilota and crews some oombat experience 

while flying with exporienoed units. As a result the 129th salf a lot of 

thl! II (brps area. Most of the unit, operat1,ons around Tuy Hoa, 

Major Robert S1;oarns j~ed the 129th on the seoond of January 

as our new oommanding officer. Kajor Stearne led the 129th on its first com­

bat assault atTuy Hoa in support of the 2nd Republic of Korea Marine Brigade 

during Operation Jefferson. Ever,ything went smoothly and the company con­

duoted itself admirably on its first operation. 

On 11 January Bulldog S36 became the first aircraft to be hit by 

ellell\Y fire. it ,,~s struck by ont fOuncl on a flight frqm Nha Trang tp Tu;y Hoa, 

The crsw didn't'realise it until II post flight by the crelf~ohief made the 

discovery. 

During the third week in January six slicks and three gunships 

'joined with the 46th Assault Helicopter Company in support of the 1st 

Brigade, 101et Airborne Divirlion at Tuy Hoa. In that week the l29th 

flew a total of 14 cOOIbat assaults and logged over 200 hours. 

The end of the month found the l29th still scattered with some 

crells at Qui Nhon working for "Dust Off" and the Koreans, some at IIha Trang 

flying VIP minions for I Field Foroe Victor and some went to Bong Son to 
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see the First cavalry Division in aotion for a few days. Everyone was 

getting into the swing of things and gaining much in the way of combat 

experience. The pilots averaged 68 flying hour per month with Captain 

John Boysen being the high man for 'the month with 130 hours. With all the 

varioue plaoes the orelill had been, naturally there were quite a few liar 

stories to be told over a oold beer. 

The month of February was a buey month for the company and one in 

whioh the oompany lias called together to o-perate as a unit. Many new 

IIxperiences were had by the orellS this seoond month of oombat operation. 
, 

' 

Host of the month was spent in support of the 101et while thlly were preven­

ting the rice orop of the Tuy Hca Valley from' getting into the hands of 

t,pe Viet C:>ng. 

The l29th recorded another first for itself :>n the third of 

February when it lost it's first aircraft. Jobra 937 crashed and was des­

troyed while providing gun support durinS a skirmish between ARVN awgional 

Forces and the Viet Cong. No injuries were sustained by the crew. however 

~ had a nice five hour welk out of the jungle bef:>re they could be picked 

up by a waiting helicopter. The crell was pretty happy ab:>ut the whole ex­

perienoe as they were able t:> walk away unsoratched and had a wild war 

story to relate ,that night. 

On 9 February all the aircraft from Qui Nh:m returned to D:lng Ba 

Thin and joined the rest of the oompany in. IL move to Tuy H:>a. Tuy Hoe 

waS d1stined t:l be :JUr seoond home for quite a while. The other crews and 
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. aircraft, ti1tered baok to Tuy Hoa about thill time. We were to support 

elements of the lOlat Am mv, 2D alK Marine Brigade, and the 47th Infantry 

IIbgilllBnt ARVN. We Ilhared these dutieS with the 117th and 46th Assault 

HeUoopter Companies. 

The third week in February the Cobras be()/ll1\e fnlly initiated when 

they received oredit for their first Viet (long killed. NeedlljB8 to oa;y> 

IllUqI:\ oo\1llllOt1on was lIlade of thiB by our IVio1oua" Oobra8. 

On the 24th of February we tealllBd up with the 46th, U7th, and 

l"th Aellault HeUoopter OompanSBs to oonctuot a battalion aized demonlltra~ 

tion apd ~rUtt. We provided the 1IIu.,ion oommander for thU and thinge 

went ~r,y lIIIIoothly. I~ was quite an inlprells1'le eight with aU the hel1cop­

tors in the air at one time. 

The afternoon of 27 Februar,y, WO~l Newhouse, flying in Bulldog 

S08, PeOIilllO our first oombat injured pilot when he was wounded in thu 

ri.ht; .lA!i whi~ 01\ a relillppl¥ lIliSsion tor the lOlBt northwest of 'l'uy 1I0a. 

'1'11 •• ~r!ll'att "all flown \lome safel,y by tbe o~p1lot IlIld Mr. Newhoulle was 

ev~ted t;o the "tates. He 11'&8 the first crew .membllr to be injured in 
, '1,_" ., 'I 

both the oomp~ .nd the newl,y created lOtb Combat Aviation BattaUon. 

Ibe IIIOnth of J'ebruar,y Willi inlWed an exo1ting one and one that 

gave the oompany an insight to what Willi ahead tor an li1rmobile oompany 

serving in V1etPam. Ever,yono in the 129th was tully initiated and all 

were beooming "'Jombat Experienced Veterans". The company flew 1,655 hours 

aooompUshing 1,391 tasks in 6,120 sorties, A total of 4,375 troops were 

carried all \feU as 604.2 tons of oargo. 

The 129th remained as a unit at Tuy Hoa during tho entire month 

ot March. During this ti~ tho company received it's first replacements 

4 



fresh trem th. states, three new aviatorB and an expc,rien<lBd Major. Huoh 

to the chagrin of the new aviators, the old.-timers constantly reminded 

them of the long time they had left beforEl DEROS. The saying that. month 

wasS,HIf I had that long to do I w~ld shoot. mysel~tl In addition to the 

naomal days miSsions, some of the luoky orews would make a trip to a US 

Navy J)astroyer off the ooast of 1I1y Hoa for 0. little rest and ice c.earn. 

It. provided a weloome break: in the month for mal1¥. 

ilIe noxt. month started out. fast and furious with an extraction of 

el~nte of the 101151'. on 4 March. On, the last lift out, the Bulldogs re­

ceived a hail of IlUtem$tio weapons tire. ilIreo of the airoraft were hit 

wi th OI,le round just missing a p1l.~t IS head and litriking crew ohiEof Start 

Sergeant SlI,I11'ord in the neck. He lias the only one injured and he was evac­

uated to Nha Trang. He later joined the unit in good health. 

On 6 March three other aircraft !lere hit by ground fire. The 

company was oonducting a ooMbat aIIsault with the lOlst when these hite 

I)ocurred. Door ~ner no Daleo .,U wounded in the hand slightly, but 

returned to duty the next. day. It look.d like it would be an interesting . 
""monthl On 13 March, the 129th along with the 46th and 117th Assault Heli­

copter COmpanies made a battalion sized night oombat assault in support of 

the lOlBt. Thill W48 the first n:\.ght oOlllbat assault of thicl magnitude to be 

oonduoted in the country. The landing lone time was at 0140 1000.1 and blaok 

out approaches were made to two flashlighte held in the landing zone by the 

Pathfindars who W6re inserted at dusk. ilIe landing zone was looated in a 

series cf rice paddies anci was surrounded by a serieli of low hilla. Aside 

frolll IiCllle nerve racking momenta &II when the outgoing flight pasliod right 



thrOUIb tbe incoming flight at the same altitude, the operati~n was suo­

cees/Ul. Many a man breathed a sigh of rellef when the night lias overl 

Major Burnett Saunders, who recorded the event in the company journal, 

descr1bed the flight as an extremely "Hairyi' one. and the best birthday 

present be received that day was to get sa£o~ on the ground. 

~bat assaults were almost a cta:l.ly occurrt)noe 1n the remrrLning 

day:a of tbe ~Ollth as the 129th oontinued their support of thG groll.'1d units. 

In addition the oompany beoame inVOlved in a series of Long RLl1fO P.ooonnais­

sanee Patrol (taRt') insertions and extraotions. 00 oc.orge D~nt and WO 

Ronald Griggs bad their team surrounded by 17 Viet Cong and oalled for an 

1IIImec:\iate extraction. Their sliok, esoorted by the lobraa, made a succeSs­

ful extraotion under fire. The rJobras IIere g1 van orec:\i t for 12 Viet Oong 

KIAls as they poured deadly rooket and naohinsgun fire into a group of . 

advancing Viet Cong. The LRRP team was extreme'o/ happy with the crews and 

their tine jop of setting thelll out of a tight si tuatton. 

Towari:IB the end of the lIIonth, two "Dust ott" aircraft were downed 

in the Vung Ro Pass, just south of ~ Hoa~· Within twenty IJdnutes of 

gettins the word, the 129th had lifted a security platoon1nto the crash 

Bite. Later lIIore ellimante were lifted into the arua as a fire-fight 

devoloped. We had one aircraft hit during the miSs1on, but no one was 

1njured, just soared as UIIusll 

The last day 1n Karoh, Major Bonald j1"rritt 1s LRRP team oame 

under fire shortly after being inserted at duok. They oaUed for an 

extraotion and Major Merritt and oo-pilot Ron Griggs, along with three 

of the 'Jobraa made a night extraotion, Major Merritt had to land to 

6 

----------~----_r-~ 



,'" burning 0.4 while under fire. The Oobras provided excellent fire liuppert 

as usual, aetting oredit for a maohine gun nest when their rockots lit­

erally tore it apart. Again the LRRP'1i expressed their gratitude tor the 

cQQpetent and brave pilots and orews for getting them out of another 

tight spot. 

The month of March ended with the company still at Tuy Hoa 

helping proteot tIle rico harvest. In addition to the unuliual inoidenw 

recorded above, the oompany continued it's outstanding aViation liupport 

to the ground units b,y bringing hot chow, ammunition, mail and other 

neoe.ait1e1i to then. It was a full Il¢ busy month for the OQQPany and 

the to~ new "placements got in aOIQll good first hand oanbat tlyill8 • 

'lb. IIOnth of April .tarted ott with a bang, but fortuna~lr 

ended quiet'Qr. It WI!Jl Lt •• George Becketts month for bad luck, and for 

a while it looked like the company would suffer too. On the 3rd of April. 

another LRRP tsam was in trouble and oalled for extraction. Major Merritt, 

who bappened~o be at Dong Tre taking a lunch break, was requelitsd to make 

the .xt;rao1;ion. 8inoe thcI patroilf~1Ii4.ly nparated. and wall in a pretty 

oonfined area, one 11Ian WaS left in the l,inding fOOIlIl. Howe\llir, B1.11.ldog 

749. piloted by Lt. Beckett and 'I() Ron Gr1igs wall oiroling over head and 

,went in to make the pick up. A st;ray shot trCIII the V~t >l>ng litruok their 

tail rotor and the airoraft spun and crasned. No one was hurt. but nOll 

there were five people on the ground. A Oobra, covering the extraotion 

emptied the rellUdnder",g, ~a ammunition in a nurrl' on the liulipected Viet 

Cong pOliitlon, jettiBoned ita rooltet p~;"'and went in to piok tnem up. 

It waS done liuooeallifully and everyone wall gotten out liately. 

7 
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The next dar the 129th had a combat assault into a real confined 

area, and Lt. Beokett" ship tell through on approaoh and turned aver. 

Again noboC\}r lias injured. After this Lt. Beckett lias given the day off 

to regroup. 6 April found Lt. Beokett baok in the seat again, this time 

eitting in a landing zone Ilaiting for a battalion cClllmander to finish his 

business, when a snipers bullet struck him in the arm, neoessitating his 

evacuation back to the ItlteS. Thus ended Lt. Beckett.s short thirty day 

tour with the oQlJlpany. One ot the Oobra gunners, SP4 Alfred Hough waa 

lIounded ill the ri&ht hand on a firin-l pailS, but oontinued firing with 

one band knoolc1ng .. va out of a tree. ibings lIere getting pretty hot 

around pong Tre. 

The S8wnth at April ltarted out quiet, but ended up aa "4 Bad 

0Iq at Blaok Ro01cl' tor tho 2nd platoon. Four IUoks and 2 gun orews were 

eating lunQh at Dong Tre while on a reaotion force mls5ion when they 

were called out. Tbe infantry had II Cllarlie" on the run and Ilanted to 

set up blo~ng pOlitions. After an artillery prep, air5trike and gun 

ship prep, ~ sllokl where oalled in. The first lltt was cold, but on 

the seoond 11ft tqe Viet Oong opened l/-P W'ith .3 autanatio weaponS shoot.. 

ing down Bulldog soa. WO Marvin Hardison waa hit in the leg and WO Ron 

G,riggs hurt hie neck. Both were evaouated back to the states. All other 

three aircraft were hit at least tW'ioe. Then as Bulldog 748 piloted by 

Captain Phil Saunders and WJ Jarl Doherty attanpted to land to piok up 

the orew at the downed aircraft it wall raked by maohine gun t'ire trQIJI 

noee tc tail (24 bolee;) and ~t. Saundsre and the crell-chiet lIere both 

lIounded but were eventually returned to duty. The aircraft lost its 
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h;ydrauUcs and was flown to Tu.Y Hoa by ~ Doherty. Three hours later after 

the infantry had taken the hill and wiped out the machine gullB, the remain­

ing orew of 506 woe picked up. 

On the 6th of April, the seoond platoon moved to Dong Sa Thin and 

on the 9th they were moved to Nha Trang whtlra they pr :Jvided 4 1111' mode Is 

and 1 liB" model for IFFV. The lilt platoon and the remaining guns stayed 

at ,TU.Y Hoa playing musical chairs all they movtld from one side of the run­

w~ to the other. The rest ot the month was spent transporting VIP's 

around the n ilDrps area by the 2nd platoon and"aah and trastf'mtsllione 

conduoted by Our elemtlnts at Tu,y Hoa. 

ibe month ot Ma.v was rather uneventful for the BUlldogs all they 

continued to III1pPort IFFV at Nlla Trans, the als and a Battalion ,of the 

lOlet at Tu,y Hoa. The cOr.lpany reoeived four new replaoements this 

month who were sorely needed. The Jobras had an outstanding month oonduc-

tins fire missions against the Viet (}>ng. The oompany did manage to get 

together all a unit tor eeveral oambat aeBaulte with the 45th ROI Harinell 

during the period 6 May to 13 Hq. 

'liO NHoot" Gibson and Speoial1at Quiambo were both el1ghtly 

wounded on a gun run on 9 May, both were returned to duty the eame day. 

'On the 10th during a CA with the ROI 'a, a sliok crew ohief wall credited 

with 2 va killa and the aobras got four Idlle. None of the aircraft were 

hit by fire. 

On the 13th of May, the JobraB hed a tine dll3' worldng with Head 

Hunter, and on 3 different miaeiona they were oredited with 9 V(J IdllB and 

29 buildinga destroyed. 

9 
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One of the Nha Trang sUoks was hit by a sniper on the l,th 

during a road reoon through VUng Ro ~ and a passenger, L/Ool Ernest 

Lane. 39th Engineer Battalion was fatally WGunu.od in the stcrnaoh. The 

Poat at Vung Ro subsequently was ~amed 10 his hC-1C'r. Our Gobras were 

active again. destrOying 70 buildings. A n~ "tit l,¥ldical evaouation Ii':lS 

also lOade. '1\Ie 18th was anoth~r busy day i\;r to., iJobras as they were cl'edl­

ted With 1.0 va Id.lled by bo<tr oount, and another 29 VG estimated killed. 

'1\Iey also destra.Y8d 14 buildings. This aotion took place in thli morning 

while our lUlldogs extracted two Hawk te8lllll of the l.OlBt who were under 

fire. 

The rest ot the lIIonth was spent oonduoting daily platoon olll1lbat 

assaults and resuppl;y missions at Tu;y" Hoa. There was no battal1~ oper­

ations at ~ Hoa so the :Infantry ooordinated direotly with the company. 

No diffioulties were eno~tered 81. eng this line as we continued to 

support them in our usual Bite & Strike manner. The 4 slioks of the 2nd 

platoon oontinued to -provide VIP transportation for lli'FV at Nba Trang and 

the pilots and crew really got a ohance to tour II ,Jorps area as they 

flew to every area trlll1l where AIIlerioen troops were operating. During the 

month we aleo reoeived six aviators trOl1l the let Cav as they started their 

.inf\lll1on progrll1l. .uter arriving with the Bite & Strike tI!qpIl:l.es ll they 

couldn't IIIIIke up their mnd whether or not to be happy with their 1i0lf home. 

At approximately 2000 hours on 8 June 1966. the 129th Assault 

Helioopter OomparlY'. at that time looated in Tuy Hoa. Republio of Vietnam, 

was ordered to Dak To. Republio of Vietnam to olose NLT 091800 June 1966. 

The mission of the 129th was to support the First Brigackl. 101st Airborne 
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DiVision with the additional mission of proViding the neoessar.Y aircraft 

to insert md extraot the Bpeo1al Foroes/CIOO Apaohe teamll in the Dak To 

area. The 129th A/3sault Helioopter Company olosed into new Dak To air­

strip with ons airlift platoon and one amed helioopter platoon at 

09174!) June 1966. At this particular time the situation and deployment 

of the ground forces had expanded to the point that there was no base or 

or airfield security in the area allsigned to the 129th. Sinoe all available 

ground forces had been ted into the pitched battle of Operation Hawthorne, 

the 129th tound it neoessary to establish a perimeter outside the Special 

Forces Camp perimeter at neW Dak To. The campany illlned:lJlte1}r deployed 

on the ground as intantry. Airoraft were dispersed and a perimeter 

established and lIIa1med by officers and enlisted men alike. The I¥mIId 

beUcopters were implaced on the perimeter teking advantage of available 

fiel.dB of fire and the armament systems mounted on the aircratt. The door 

guns of the airlift platoon were then emplaced on the perimeter to fill 

in the gaps lett by the amed helioopters. The first night proved to be 

unewntrul and a reoonnai/lsance was conduoted during the early morning 

ot 1D June to 8!tlAlot a 1II0re tenable. area for the C01llPIll1Y to occupy. j)l 

area was selected adjacent to the m::JV c:npound and the 129th relocated 

. at 1000 hours on 1.0 June 1966.' Again it was necessary to establieb a 

perimeter to be IIIIIIlned by Officeraand Illlieted men. At this point morale 

was extremely high and remained so throughout thill operation. IDJ1Iediately 

upon rele~ation the 129th wall celled on to augment the ll7th and 46th 

Assault HeUcopter Companies in support of Operation Hawthorne. The 

days that followed proved to be quite eventful as aircraft c:nmitmente 

11 
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.,. Irore extremeq heavy and a1rl1tt support waa necessary frOill earq morning 

houl'll Wltil atter darkness each da;y. In an 'ffort to increase intelli­

genoe gathering resources the 129th Wall cQllmitted on or about 12 June 

to insert a aroo fDrce to evaluate enemy aoti Vi ty along known routes 

of infiltration Bear the Dak Sut area. Although the wGather had 

deteriorated to near zero-zero in 1II0st areaa and improved only to It mile 

vi~ib1lity with a oeiling of 100 feet or less in the entire local area, it 

WaB deemed vital that this foroe be emplaoed. Adding to the woather hazards 

was the taot that this team would hava to be positioned on the ground at 

'laIit light and in a known ene1l\Y oontrolled area. Security restriction had 

prevented th1l unit frolll malc1ng the desired reoonnaissenoe of ita point of 

ins8rtiOQ, thua another l:lmitation was imp:>sed. The miSsion 001ll1lenced as 

briefed and the tlight oommanded by Major Richard aline proceeded to its 

destination. Due to the poor weather and the necessity of inserting these 

personnel without being detected the entire route Wall flown at tree top 

level without lights. Deceptive llleall\!I'tlS we:oe emrloyed by feinting into 

'several landing lanes and the telllll w ... inserted at 18at light at the briefed 

LZ. .6.t ibis time thB tlight then puUeIl out to a sate distance frOlll the 

telilll to .. &in oontWle the en6II\Y 8.11 to the LZ location. Attar approximately 

.15 minutes the Apache Te8111 radioed that it was in pOSition and had not been 

detected and the night prooeeded baok to Oak To. Two days later a call 

Wall reoeiwd by 129th OperatiDns that this team was heavily engaged and 

unable to break oontaot •. An immediate extraction w:>uld be neD7ssary and 

the pick up point oould not be aeleoted Since the en~ny was in pursuit 

of the team. The flight was airborne within minutes nnd upon reaching 

12 

---~---------.-----,'---' 
--------,--------~---------.... --.---------. 



,v', the area of extraction it was learned that there was no piok up area 

large enough even for a single helicopter. The Apache Team i!1'll1ediately 

began baoking a pick up Mne from the jungle, and, as thie Wall taking 

place, the gun platoon leader provided cover and sllvpressive fire for the 

hard pressed and desperate ground elements. The armed helicopters repeated­

ly etruok the areas around the team's position with rockets I 4cmm grenades, 

and lII!lohine gun fire until the enemy pureuit Wall broken. It wall then 

deoided to attempt the extraction e"'en though the LZ preparation was not 

o~lete. The pick up was III!lde from the extremely o~nfined one airoraft 

LZ lfith aircraft separati:m of only 20 to 30 sec:mds. The take off path was 

direotly over enCIIW p~l!itions. Again tho Cobra Quns displ~ed their tena­

Dious oapabilities and laid rocket fire ind grenades directly under the 

'lift aircraft as they departed the LZ. The tellll1 work by:lapt lin Wileon' e 

Cobra Guns and Maj:n' ·nine's lift aircraft wae effective in extrnoting 

every team member and reducing the enemy pressure to a oomplete silence 

with not one friendly oalllllllty. The Jobra plato:m again distinguished 

iteelf later in June in an area ten miles Southwest of Dak Peke While 

!lupP:n'ting two lift IIhips resupplying an outpost, an enemy force of unknown 

Size began delivering deadly accurate fire on the resupply ships and the 

. outpost ae weU. The outpost oould offer little assistanoe in pin point­

ing the enemy so Captain Mc·l:"aoken, who lIaB leading his eoction of gune, 

proceedod to uee his own method of finding the enomy. Thie proved t~ 

be difficult, hOllever, Captain Mocracken resorted t~ soarohing out this 

enllll\Y by nying at extremely low 81. titudee until they were detected. 

To perform hiB mission of proteoting the airlift ships Captain Mc:Jraoken 
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,--
perform his missbn of protecting the airlift Ships :)!.ptAin McCracken 

voluntari4' exposed himself flying low level and when the enemy W::lS located 

he then direoted repeatud gun ship strikes USing rockets and machine guns 

to eventually reduce the enemy threat. Every enemy weapon was SilODOOd and 

the resupply misssion was completed and the outpost was relieved of the 

enemy pressure. On 13 June Captain McLaughlin prevented what ndght have 

been an otherwise disaster0U8 event while escorting a convoy on Highway 111 

just South of Oak To. When the conVoy carrnander reported receiving fire 

frem his flank at a range of less than 200 meters IJaptain McLaughlin invne­

diateqr flOgaged an enemy force of undetermined size as he advised the 

oonvoy to cohtinue its move. He remained over his brget and made multiple 

gun runs delivering deadly ac-rurate tire until the enetI\Y firing was 

silenced and the o~nvoy had oleared the area. Captain McLaughlin was 

repeatedqr praised over the radio by the ground cemmander f~r his foarless 

attaok on the enemy position and as a result of his quick action the 

ground unit sustained no oO/!lualties. Most all of the Apache support was 

claSSified in nature and as suoh oannot be expounded upon. It is however 

~rorthy of note that this unit partioipated with a toW of five crews in 

a highly classified mission and the. details can only be dooumented in 

olassified files. This ndssion was in tbe Dak To area md envo1ved Free 

Wbrld Forces IUpport~d for the first time by Unit~d States Army Aviation 

assets. Only the avio.tors of the orewe IfSre briefed and sinoe p:lrticipation 

was striotly voluntary the personnel were not briefed until they accepted 

the mission. Tho members who were approaohed for this mission volunteered 

t:> the man and pr:>ceeded in the exceptional manner which hal!! ~ven the lOth 

Aviati:>n Battalion its outstanding reputation. 
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The oompany finally g,t back together !IS a unit in July_ We ale~ 

startbd the moving business again as the 129th almost moved thrve times 

during the m~nth. The first 3 wseks nere spent at Dak To and were relatively 

quiet. The first plat'~n and gun plato:>o accomplished the every day 

misl!ions ,t the r,rOlmd units, bringing thelll tha.l.r ammo, equipnent, ohm'7 . 
and various other items. Numerous small oombat assaults IlUre Clonducted 

mostly :>0 a platoon sille level. The weather started t, deteriorate as 

the monS"n seaS:>O moved into the highlands. 

On the 15th of July word was reoeived that the Oompllny would 

move t, Plie\cu on the 22nd. At 0100 hours on the 16th we were ordered 

t.o move t, Tuy Hoa. As the first ilhips touohed down at Tuy Hoa they 

were t,ld to return t:> lhk To and that we would be moving to Kontum or 

PUeku about the 2Bth. Finally on the 15th we m~ved to H,lloway at 

PUeku for 60 day!! in support of the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry. ~ 

Cl:>oduoted :>oe oombat assault before the company lett. One 'Jf the gunships 

piloted by ()IO walt Fisher, had its rooket pods catoh fire~. They were 

jettisoned with n'J damage. The company finally left Plieku 'In the 19th 

with all our elements, The four slioks at Nha Tr . .mg joined uS then. 

The 129th was finally togethor as a Whole unit again. 

The 22nd found the oompa~ o~letely operational as it oonduo-

ted tw:J company sized CAfS north west of K:Jntum. The weather Wall terrible 

and :Jnly ~ne cO~lba t assllUlt was completed, the sec:>nd :>oe was oancelled 

because of weather. MIs HO:Jt Gibll:>O and R'Ilph Schoelk:Jph had engine 

fMIure in their gun !!hip, but lIlnded it in the jungle with :lilly incidental 

dnmsge. The weather Cl:>otinued t, get woree I\e the monsoon m:lvsd into 
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.y. the area. The rains O!ll!le m:>re often and visibility and ceilings dropped. 

Flying became extremelJr hazardous and thEl aviat:>rs had to resort t::> low 

level flJring to aocomplish their mislli:mB. 

On the 30th Of July the company received w::>rd t" m::lve :m the 

lBt of August b Tuy lioa. We br::lke camp and ha~ everything loaded and 

plllletized by the 31st ready ,for the m:>ve on the 1st as the m:mth ended. 

As the m:mth of August oommenood it appeared that the 129th would 

move from the rain and mud of Plieku to thelry s~nds of Tuy H:>Il. Such 

was not the Oalle, when the first lift arrived at Tuy H~a they were again 

ordered to return. The unit Wall kept at Pl1elru whEln the 3rd Brigade, 

25th Infantry beoame heavi~ engaged during operation Pa~l Revere. 

Unfortunately the mess hall md part' of the rnaintE.nance support had al­

ready been flolfll to T\V Hoa. AJ!. II. rellult we ate "a's" for 5 da;ys tmtil 

they returned. 

The monlloon season was now in the highlands and weather wall 

bad. Missions oouldn It get started until about noon wh!ln the f:>g lifted. 

AS a result the o~any often flew into the night aoo~li8hing their 

miSSions. All the flying was at low level and aviators did II tremendouB 

job in navigation. 

On the 6th of August, the o:xnpany received a warning :ll'der to 

move t:J T\V HOa on the 7th f:ll' a peri "d of 3 daYl'. The l29th Bent 14 

Deltas and 5 Bravos whioh landed and were JpBratiJnal at 1500 :m the 7th. 

Since it was for only 3 days til" OP laree tents werl! brought, one for 

offioers and one for enlisted men. UnfortunatelJr the oompany remained 

at T1.V Hoa f'Jr 3 weeke. It Wall a littlB "(Jlose" after 3 wet:ks with 33 men 

paoku d in t'J :me GP large. 
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The company wns in supp~rt of tho 10lst again wh~ were c:)nducting 

~erat1on John Paul J~nee. The 129th flew several combat assaults as 

soon as it arrived' with no unusual happenings. On the lOth the company 

was sent to Phu Ta:!. to augment tho llith Bn in support of the 22nd ARVN ' 

Il1.vision which waS exploiting an Arc Light Strike North Wost :If Qui Rhon. 

The 129th left the tn~rning of the lOth at 0400 and spent the ~ there. 

Upon arrival back at Tuy Hoa the comP!II\Y waS notified that it would 

depart for Plieku :m the 11th, at appro.x:l.mately 1200 hours. Again the 

mO'lle was canoelled. lly this time it was old hat and no one got excited. 

The 129th c:lmmenoed to extract S:lmB :If the elemente of the lOlst 

ab:ro.t the l$th and it b,ked as if the oompany might move again. However 

the company ImS t~ld to start bringing it's remaining equipment d:lWn from 

Plieku as it w')uld be staying at Tuy Hoa. Fortunat..,l,t'the oompany- wall 

heavily committed and didn't get much of a chr.moe t~ move personal belong­

ings from Plieku to TUy Hoa because it was ordered to move ASAP to Plieku 

at 1600 hours the 19th of August. The 129th spent the 20th getting camp 

set up in tho rain. It was a sorry mess as both offioers and enlisted men 

tried to fill s1l1d bags with mud in n driving rain. Nothing w:.>uld stay 

dry and the water flowed through the tents like a river. The Cobras built 

,a new shower that featured hot Nater in the form ofari immersion heater in 

the tank. The Dodge h~use was built by Oapba:l.n D~dge and at least it 

kept the toilet pl1per dryl Many improvements were made by the offioers 

and men of the company in spito of the o:mditions we were living in. 

The remAinder of the month waB spent flying missions with the 

52nd Battalion. Most of the time the c~pa~v flew normal resupply and 

administrative missi:mB. The wellther WM still a pr:>blm. Gn.ntain 
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,. HOH'ard Stiles joined the unit as the new operation:!! offioer. Everyone 

was getting close t:l DEROS who came over If:!. th the Qompany. All the 

aviators who held O:lne from the 1st Cav left. They had Some trouble 

getting ~rders but all left on time. 

The beginning of Scpt,ember f:lund the o:J!llpany still at Tuy Hoa, 

but there would be many a move made before the month was ::>'161'. On the 

firet dlo/ of the month six new aviators, fresh out of flight eoho::>l 

reported f::>r duty omd were heartily welo:lned with criee of "Short" from 

the many avilltor9 w ho were due to rotate at the end of the month. The 

now pilote immediately got a taste of Vietnlllll, nving five days of oombat 

as saulte , mmdmum effort 9upport missions and omer~ncy resupply missions. 
During this titne tw:l aircraft reOt!llved hite from aut~(1l:1tio weap:>ns. fire, 

but no :lne was injured. The 5th ::>f September saw the beginning of n mission 
to recover a orashed 0-1 whioh lasted through the 9th. The c:lmpany picked 
up a CIDa force at Plateau Oi and dr:lpped them into a cle3ring three miles 
from the downed aircraft. Final~ the aircraft was reoovered on the 8th, 

but we were not nblo to return the troops to flaw au Oi until the 9th 

because of bad Weather. During thie period the cOOIpany also flew lI:lrmal 

support missions. 

NOll things started happening f8l!t and furiOUS. On the 9th the 

129th was alerted for a m:lVO to Tuy H:la. On the 10th five ships from 

the let plat:lon and two gun shipe were sent to Nha Trang in support of the 

5th Speoial F,oroos Qroup. On the 11th the o:J!llparty minus br~ke camp for 

an:lther SUndllY m:lve. Wo arrived in Tuy Hoa at 16)0 and put up oamp. 

Hoanwhile, back at Nhn Trang, the 129th element there was sUf'p:lrting the 

Long Range Rec"llnnisslll1oe Patr:>l training soh:>:ll :If the 5th Speclnl F:lrces 
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, ' 
Group. This o"nsiilte'\ of ten doys Jf first light and last light LRRP 

team insertbns l'.nrl extrnotions .1nd c!J.n :)nly 00 generalJ¥ described 

as "1In:l.ry". On 15 S(lptemoor the remainder Jf the (bwpany from Tuy 11:)11-

joined the 1st platJon at Nha Trang for a maximum eff!)rt lift of :)ver 

200 Montagnard villagers Who walked So milos t) a LRRP team they saw 

inserted and asked to be resettled. This extraotion w~s made from a 

:)ne ship landing zone whioh was on top of 5000 foot high, fog shrouded 
. -

mountain. More "lIairy" !\!ld'Soary'l experiences, but it was a ro,'ll pro­

fessi:mal job. That part of the company which came t:> Nha Trang for the 

m~tain ton extracti~ returned t:) ~ lion on the 21st and resumed normnl 

support activities. 

TIle company received four tiviators from the 4th InfantrY,Divisbn 

on the 2)nd. The 129th was to train them for a few weeks since their 

company was new in the country. Also received tw:> ,wi'ltors fr:n the 

Jhth Battalion for our very own. 

Would you beliElV'll an:lther move' Five miles S:)Uth on the beach 

at ~ lion to m11-ke rO:llll for the construction of a jet runway. The rest 

of the month W!lll spent flying normal Battalion missions and improving 

the new company area. TIle month ended on somewhat of a sad note. The 1st 

,plato:m returned fnm Nha Trang on the 30th (they realJ¥ liked it there), 

and PFO J:>iner was shot in the neck on a missi on. He waS evacuate<\ to 

the states (lnd made a satisfactory reoovery. Also the end of September 

saw the .departure of twenty five aviators and forty crew ohiefs and 

mechanics. This left the company with only fourteen avi.'lt:>rs and sa<D.y 

understrength in the maintenl!.nce department. It alSJ hinterl of the many' 

150 h~ur flying time m~nthe that were t~ c~e in the next five m~thB. 
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The month of October saw the 129th remain at Tuy Hoa all month 

much to the diSbelief of the entire company. During this time the company 

waB used lilmost entirely in support of the lBt Battalion, 327th Infantry, 

2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 320th Artillery which 

made up the 1st Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division. The 129th supported 

them 1n operations John Paul Jones and Geronimo. The company also re" 

caived a number of badly needed aviators, crew ohiefs m d mechanics and 

staged two night oombat assaults. 

On the first day of the month the 129th had a oompany sized miS" 

!lion at Ban Me':'1'hOl1t"'in' support of the Speoial Foroes. It waB a very smooth 

mission. Also, iJa'ptain Pratt joined the oompany and aI!Isumed oommand 

of the service platoon. The next few d"G"S were spent flying the normal 

type Battalion missions and Eagle flights for the 101st. Thsre was no 

significant action during this time. 

The 129th flew a combat assault for the 2/327 on 7 October and 

it was a very smooth operation. HOllever, upon our returt) to base camp 

at Tuy Hoa, the company was I!Ihoo\(ed and l!Iaddened to hear that four of 

our comrades had been killed that afternoon. A Jobra gun Ship wae shot 

down on an independent mission betwben Dong Ba Thin and Phan Rang while 

'engaging an enemy .50 oaliber machine gun whiCh had a friendly unit pinned 

down With its deadly fire. Killed were Captaln Whetzel, m ChaJnherlaln, 

BP/5 Oilliam and PF'J Ileal. They trUly exemplified the fighting spirit of 

the 129th Assault Helicopter Company by engaging in a deed above and beyond 

the call of duty while giving their aU to support the ground troops. 

On the lOth of Ootober the 129th extracted the 2/327 from the field 

1n anothor profeesionally smooth operation in which the oompanY heli-lifted 

20 

------------'---



" 550 troops. The 11th Sa>l the oompany's call siRns ohanger! for the third 

time this month. The 13th broup,ht four more aviators to us anr! things 

~l9re looking brir,hter. Also >10 o:>nducted a combat assault with the 2/502. 

On the lhth '-19 rooei ved a warning :lrder to move bacle to Plieku but ami,dst 

groans of "What, move again"? the warning order was cancelled and calm 

returned to tha 129th. Through 21 october the company flew normal Bat~~lion 

type missions and happily welcomed five more aviators into the fold. Major 

Merritt joined the 129th in the fieN for a few days and we even sent f:mr 

pilots t:J FIe 1)(u to he Ip out the 117th, Als 0 an Instructor Pil:Jt pro-

gram was initiated which proved to be very suocessful. 

Despite terrible weather donditions the oompany staged a oombat 

assault on 22 Oot:Jber, again with the 2/502, and it was a great suooess. 

Due to the extremely bad woather, the assault oaught the enoll\\' napping 

and the 2/502 enj::>yed a field day with the enemy whioh resulted in a 

number of KIA's and many pris:Jners and captured wea~onB and Bupplios, 

All during the month, utilizing every spare moment, the oompany 

worked on bellutifying the new oompany area. By the last week of the 

month it was eompleto with walkways, offioers and enlisted latrines and 

sh:)wers with hot watr,r, a movie area with large screen, vrllley ball 

,C:Jurt and EM, NCO, anr! officers clubS. The officers club beoame known as 

the sWingingest place between Nha Trang and Qui Nhon and was frequented 

by the loth Aviati'>n Battalion Staff, other companh,s in the 10th BattaUon 

and the WIst and 4th Infantry Dtvision. 

On 26 October the oommand of the 129th passed fr:Jl1l Major Bindrup 

to Major Merritt. During the ceremony Maj,r Bindrup reoeived a Disting­

uished flying '1ross nnr! Colonel Harrison, the Battalion Jommander, passed 
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the oommand t:> Maj?r M8rritt. After\~l\rde, a fantastio party was held 

at the Officers Olub to whioh all Here invited. It brought even more 

rokn:mn to tho olubs reputation. 

The month cbsecl on an exciti_ng n:>te with a practice divcrsbnnry 

night combat assault on the 30th and a roal thing :m the 31st. On the 

30th 12 UH-ID's and 3 UH-lB's took off at 2100 and ~~nducted the diver­

si.onary night c:>mbat aBSault. Thore were lan,ling zone prestrikes by the 

gun ships and flare ships kept tho area well illuminated. The oompany 

landed into one area and feinted int:> two others. 

The next night 7 D's and :3 Bte took off at 1835 to insert the 

Pathfinders and their security force. At 2230 12 Deltas and:3 Brnvos 

took orf and new two sorties each into three different landing areas. 

~th the help of the 48th Aviation Oompany the 129th heli-lifted two entire 

battalions of the 101st in a hi{lh~ suocessful night operation whioh 

kioked off Operation Geronimo I. The assault was \lreoeded by" a Tac Air 

Strike ,tvl gun ship pre-strikes. There were no flare ships used, the 

troop 11ft helioopters lronding to the Pathfinders flashlights. The 129th 

was joined on the night assault by Colonel Marr, the 17th Aviation GrOllp 

Commanntng Officer wh~ had only words of praise for the 129th at the 

miSSions oonclusion. 

November was highlighted by" the arrival of the let Brigade of 

the 4th Infantry DiviSion at their new base camp at Tuy Hon. This meant 

that the 129th would be supporting the 101st, thE! 4th Infantry Division 

and also the 9th ROK Division. It looked like a busy month ahead and 

it was. However, the oompany continuod to receive new aviators, eight 

to be exaot, and this took sOllIe of the load off tho ·Old Timors" who had 
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been in c:)untry til:) t:) fi va m~ths. 

on 3 N~vember the third plat::>:)n gave rides and a class t:) 

tr:npers 'Jf the 2/502. Jl.fterllards there lias an 'Jpen discussbn ~f the 

best means ::>f empbyinr, helic::>pters, helic~rtGr tactics ann their ()ap~­

bi li ties. There WM 0. g~'Jd exchange '.)f inf:)rmllti:m and kn:)1I1e 1ge and 

all greatly benefiten fr:)m these classes. 

An officer ~f the 129th lIent to an :)rphannge in Tuy H::>a ::>n 

h November an(1 distributed cand;y and s::>a.p t:) the children. It waS 

received with much joy a.nd this brought a gnod feeling tn the cnmpany. 

The 5th was t~ be the day of an'J1t~r big night c'Jrnbat assault, 

but on the ftrst lilt at 1830 the mission was oancelled due to bad 

weather. The next day the onmpany w·~ up at 0430 f::>r a 0535 orank time. 

The 129th participated in m:)ving the entire 1st Brigade of the 101st 

Jdrborne Divisi'Jn and l::>gged 139 hours Arid oarried over 800 tr'J'Jps. 

The c::>mpany finishen off the ::>perati:>n in grm d style with a night C'.)l1Ib:lt 

aSSAult and had a t'Jtal ~f seven o::>robat assaults for the day. 

The 8th II~S an'Jther busy day as the first plat:)on had an cx­

tracti?n of the liB Infantry 'Jf the 4th Divisi~ lIbile the sec"nd pla­

toon had ~ LRRP inserti~n. Later the entire company s~aged 'Jut '.)f D~g 

.Tre for these c'Jmbnt nSB~ults with the 1/8. The sec:)nd plato'Jn pitched 

tents at D'.)ng ~'re awl remained there as 3. reacti'.)n r::>rce for b::>th the 

hth DiviBbn and the lOlst. 

on 10 N:)vembcr while "" a CS' gas missi,," that was being fl'Jlln 

in conjunct1:Jn with a jot air strike, a as bomb canister exploded in 

J,t. Sexauers's ship. Lt. Sexauer eJOCouted an autor::>tati::>n and did an 

outstanding job which resulted in the saving ::>f soven lives. 
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The first platoon relieved the second platoon of their reacti~n 

force standby on 11 November and the next day began a rash of aircraft 

crashes and aircraft receiving hits from enemy fire. On the 12th 745 

received a hole in the tail rotor drive shaft while on a cxtracti~n for 

the 4th Division. The aircraft sustained only minor damage and was 

quickly repaired. THO days later 673 took a hit in the bottom of the 

aircraft, the bullet finally being stopped by the bott~ of the aircraft 

commanders armored soat. There wero two oombat assaults flown on the 

15th, one from Dong Tre and the other fr~ Tuy Hoa and the 1st Flabon 

returned fr~ Dong Tre as the reaotion foroe mission was terminated. 

The next day 672 crashed while tryi~g to get into the 2/502 TA~ CP and 

minor injuries were sustained by the orew. A crew from the service 

platoon sent cut to recover the aircraft spent the night in the boanies 

because of bad weather, a rather hairy experience for no one knew the 

enemies exact whereabouts. Then on the 17th during a combat assault 

with the 1/8 in extremely bad weather, 530 lost its 90 degree:getlI' box 

and crashed in the landing zone. Again, no one was hurt. Finally 672 

was destroyed nnd the service platoon crew happily returned. The company 

flew 110 hours. The next day 842 reoei ved one round jn the I11I\II10 box 

while on a combat Assault for the 101st and one passenger was wounded. 

On the 20th the company flew a combat aSSault with the 3/12 

of the 4th Division and on the 22nd there were combat assaults flown 

wi th the 1/8 and the 3/8 of the 4th Division. 

The 23rd Saw plane being made for the erection of a bigger and 

better 129th Officers Club to handle the now overflOWing crowds arriving 

for rest and relaxation each night. 
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Thanksgiving Day was a trbmen~~s 6UCCOf>S with a fabul,UB 

meal of turkey and all the trim",ings. It was a big m:lrn1e boostor 

for all. 

The next two d,vs were spent flying combat assaults f:>r the 

9th IDK Divis!:>n in terrible weather. All went well o:>ns:l.dering the 

pO'Jr c:>ndi ti~ns. 

The remnin~er of the mnnth waS spent flying n'rIDal battalion 

missi:>ns. Thin~ were quiet, too qUiet. The 129th felt that there was 

sOlOOthing :l.n st?re r:>r them in the m:>nth ahead. Something like a move. 

The m?nth of December pr:wed to be a fnirly quiet :>ne with 

the II1Ias and New Y,·ars truce. The onmpany was oommitted quite heavi~ 

at times and managed to conduct a few more niGht (1\1 s. The 129th was 

destined to leave Tuy Hoa after being there the longest time in one pIneo 

for the unit. 

The first day of Dec started out badly when the engine on 

Bulldog 842 failed and it orashed into the treEoS. .1«) Figuer:>a and 

Major Rockey were flying. NobiXo/ was hurt but the aircraft was des­

tr:lylld. The crew w(\s involved in a plato:>n CA. when tho accident occurred. 

The followin~ de.y we flew over 100 h:>urs in b:'1r\ weather as the m:>nB:>::m 

'c:lntinuect to p:mnd the Tuy Hoa Valley. We stllrtecl bringing the lOlst 

out :>f the field aa we received a warning order t? move to Kon Tum on 

or nb:ltIt the 5th :>f D!lcember. 

The company continued to ext~e lOlet fr::m the field and 

?n the 5th we m:lveri to Kon Tum. The l29th was bcated right next t::l the 

runway in a brushy area ao much work had t::> be d::>ne bef::>re the area WtlS 

livable. The c::>mpnny was given two days t:) Bet up orunp nnd we put them 
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to full use, By th" time the company commenced :lpcrations ~n th", 8th· 

we had everything comple tod, from shower to mess hall. 

On the 9th of ]))cember the company put the lOlst into the field 

west of Polie Kleng. It was a busy day for tho company. Weather was 

beautiful, especially Ilfter the mons"on of Tuy Hoa. i«J Wolls ran out 

of fuel on a mtssion md made a perfeot aut"nta~n. Major Otto also 

lO/lt an engine and made an autorotation with onlv incident damage to 

the aircraft. It was a long dey for the orewS. Oporation Pickett 

had started. 

On the nth of fuoember it was decided that the o:ll!lpany 

would reorgnnize into 5 platoons. A 3rrl lift platoon was oreated 
. 

giving the oompany 3 lift platoons, 1 armed platoon and the eervio" 

platoon. The thhd pbt:>on beoame known ae the 3rd Herd. 

The next few d8.ys wore spent supporting the lOlst and con1uc-

t:1.ng oombat assaults with the ARVNS. When the c:ll!lpany was n"t conduc-

ting operations it was on standby as a relICti:," force. Th(: terrain was 

rather bad in th(: are 1 and turbulence was moderate. All a result it 

was hard to oonduct operations in certain areas during different 

times or the day. The c:ll!lpany aoo:ll!lplished all it's missionll in spite 

. of thllse hardships though. 

On the 19th or DElc the 129th received 13 new ""s. A ermd 

ceremony was held anrl everybody given a chanco t~ drink a "green gasser". 

A ~"od time wall ha,l by all nnd the new aviators were welcomed into the 

company. With these adii tionll the c:ll!lprmy was up to TO&E strength as 

far as aviators were c~ncemed and m:Jl:lt of the :lld timors were able to 

take a well deserved rest. 
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'Mle company starwd extracting the 101st from th" fiLld :m tho 

22nd of 1)3c so they could celE-brate Xmas at Kon Tum during th€; ceaso firo. 

It was a long 2 days, but by the evening of tho 24th we harl brou[;ht 

everyb::>dy in fr:Jm the field. Bulldog 673 with ID Doherty and ID 

Fergus In at thE! c:lntr:lls had a engine failure rmd crashed on final 

during an extraa-tion. No tr":lps aboard, but ID Doherty and Fcrgtls:>n 

were b!ll'1ged up a little, but returned to duty in a few rlnys. They 

made g:nd UBe of tho URG-IO emergency rRdi::>, with which they "ero bcnted. 

illristmas Eve WItS 'ffiry quiet ar:mn(l the camp as every:>ne 

~pened l'acknges fr')!TI hCllTlCl ltnrl re1ruwrl. Xmns ::hy the 129th hosted tho 

nuuees and doctors fr::>m [bctor Smith's Hospital in Kon Tum. As usual the 

meBS hall outdid themselves and pr:>tided an outstanding meal. EVEJryone 

enj::>yed a relaxing clay with g::>:JrI food and quiet relaxati:>n. The ::>nly 

missi::>ns the c::>mpany h"d were hot ch::>w runs t:l the per:lJneter defences 

which the "Bite & Strikers" were m::>re than gla<l to do. 

The Y.J1laS truce ended with a night combat assault as the h:llid,\¥s 

came to an end. Everything went very well as the c:JmPeny perf::>rmed 

another Bite tt Strike special. The rest of the month was spent supp::>rtinp, 

the 1015t in the n",ld up until the Now Years truc:e. 
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,', Inclosure I The major operations thnt the 129th ASAauJ.t Helicopter 

Company (UH-l) (A) hns been engaged in during 1966. 

OPERATION ~ PLACE UNIT SUPPORl'ED 

Jefferson 3lDec65-l7Jan66 Tuy Hoa 47th ARVN Regt. 
2nd ROK Marine BDE. 

Tyler l3Jan-20Jan66 Phan Thiet lOlst Abn Div 
2/327 

Van Buren 20I1an66-20Feb66 Tuy Hoa let BDE lOlst Abn Div 
2nd ROK Marine BUE. 

IIarrison 21Fe ,,6r,-2!~';A ~66 TuyHoa let BDE lOlst Abn Div 
2nd ROK Marine BUE 
47th ARVN Regt. 

F:L1.rmre 25MaJ"66-30Apr66 Tuy !ba 1st BDE lOlst Abn Div 
2nd ROK Marine BDE 
47th ARVN Regt. 

Hawthorn lOJm166-2S,Tan66 Dak To 1st BDE lOlst Abn Div 

Beauregard 2£lJ:ln66-14Jul66 Dak To 1st BDE lOlst Abn Div 

Paul Revere 15 Jul66-lAug66 Pleiku REINF 52 Cbt Avn fu 

John Paul Jones SAug66-19Aug66 Tuy Hoa 1st BDE lOlst Abn Div 

Paul Revere 19Aug66-llSep66 Pleiku REINF 52 Cbt Avn Bn 

Seward llSep66-250ct66 Tuy lloa let BDE lOlet Abn Div 

Geronimo 250ct66-4Dec66 Phu fliep 1st BDE lOlst Abn Div 

Pickett 5Dec66-3lDec66 Kontum 1st BDE lOlst Abn Div 

26 

--------_ ... _-----------



I , 
Ino1osure II Airor.'lft Flying Hours and StatL ~'_e., 1 .Jl\t.\, 196:,). 

DATI HOURS PAX SO!tTIliS CARGO 

Dec 65 11.55.0 4456 1154 118.0 
Jlln 66 1599.0 6054 4658 178.7 
Feb 66 1655.0 4:375 61.20 604.2 
Mar 66 1708.0 6718 6563 410.2 
Apr 66 823.0 4572 11717 223.5 
May 66 1h99.0 6015 /j/j21 571.5 
Jun 66 1520.0 6.3.32 5008 6110.6 
Jul 66 1t;?').(' !>'l6? 41375 433.0 
Aug 66 2007.0 6781 5095 330.0 
Sep 66 150!~.0 $637 4132 23.3.0 
Oot 66 20;0.0 9505 6554 29h.o 
Nov 66 2311h.o 11899 7490 1107 .0 
1);,0 66 In?:'.J 8466 49~2 198.0 
TOTAL 2li59 ,0 66083 65789 4584.7 

\ 
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