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The start of the 12811 year found the 129th Allllault H.ll~"ter Company 

still In the ~ntral highland provinoe of KontUlll in support of the lOlet 

Airbornll Di'f'1l1ione, let Br~ade. Preparetione were betnp; III&de to IIIOTfI the 

lOlllt to a different area of operetionll. One oombat allllault WIlli IIIIIde with 

the 2nd 327th Airborne Battallon and went Tflr,r well until one of the Cobra 

gunllhiplI with the "Red Baron" at the controlll eet the landing Ilona ablaze. 

During the eecond week of Jannar,r, the final extraotions of the 2/327 and 

the 2nd 502nd Airborne IlIf'alltr,r Battalion ware aooOllpllshed. 

'lbere were lIOIfte chanp;ea ill the co_nd IItructure ot the oolllPany at 

thill tiM, Major Steokq beo .. the n .. Bite and Strib Operationll Offioer 

and Captain Oroner took co_lid ot the third tllcht platoon. '!'be ""rd 

WIlS .t1~ put out that the 129th WIlli lOi", hOM on the ~·.t Januar,y. 

Before IIIOTing, however, the COIIpIlny still tound tille to aalce tw .lJt'm nftll, 

one on the 17th of Januar.r IIOTing 382 troOPII and one before leaving for 

Dong Ba Thin on the 19th lifting 350 troop!!. 

'l'be Ittropie paradise" ot Dong Ba 'l'bin WIlli realilhed at long lallt. The 

Bite and Striker'lI 1Mt'e hOM tel' the ti1'llt ti .. in o'"'!' a 78ar. A Rt'and 

party, "'I'be Tagabond Roundnl' , II WIlli held for the reunion of the e1ll1ll!lntll of 

the 10th CoMbat Aviation Battallon. An awards oot'eBOll7 wa. held and Captain 

Chaplllln of the Cobra" wa" awarded the Dilltinguillhed F11ing Crolls b7 the Battalion 

COl'lllllllnder LieuteD8nt Colonel Harr1l1on. Amo", the dignatar1es present for the 

part)< was Oeneral Pearllon of the lOlst lst Brip;ade. 

"nte raainder of the IIOnth 11''' apellt at Dong Ba '!'bill and regular BattAlion 

sup,ort III1l1donll. 'Ibis support Wail aain~ to the lOlet lit Brlp;ade, at Phan 

Rang, and renpp~ lllisllions tor the 9th Republio ot lorea DiTil!Jion in the Minh 

Hoa area. A wall carried out night extraction of the 2/502 VAIl the Bite and 
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Strika special for the end of the IIIOnth. 

tbe OOIllp&"'- lIIO'l'ed to Phan tbiet at 1930 hours 31 January, oonoluded a 

night briefing and slept under the stars. 

A weU done for the month goes to Lieutenant Wallace and 110-1 I.eaoh 

who craithed in Bulldog 668, eTIIl'1Vne escaped without injuries. 

1roM a D:l.sht under the stare at Pban Rang, the oompa.,,- _de a 90 mile 

oomat auault to Bac Loc. A bit of l"OlIgh going in Rpport of the operation} 

a b8th gunship ... lost along with a book fro. the 1110th and a C-13O. tbll 

pallets did not arrha, so another em:t.,oratiq ... Ding was spent undllr the 

.tar. at Bao Lool !he~.,,- took part in -lIT OOIIIbat a.salts around the 

area, but oentact rou:I.nod l:I.gbt.. !he palletll fina~ arr:I.ftd and the 00111-

pa.,,- set up ~ and we had a roof oYer our heads. 

MoT.l.ng dq fl8ain eaJIII!, back to the Phan tbiet area to .apport subl!equent 

operAtions to the north near Soag Mao. Traged;y strnck in the first d.ay at 

Song Mao, Lieutenant Judson and 11)-1 Morse ware killed on a night flight to 

Saigon, their aircraft strnck a power l:I.ne and crashed into the Saigon River. 

It loobd tor nhl~ as if Major Merrit wasn't roing to be around to pails 

OOIImand ot the 129th oYer to hil RCOlllor. On the 16th hil aircraft lOllt 

po1l\'!r in tl:l.,ht torcing bm to auto-rotate, and on the 17th be lost hydraul:l.es 

and JIIIlde an eJll!lrgenay landing at Phan tbiet. Attar aU thill, he Jllade it tor 

the oeralllO.,,- on the 18th. !he _nd vas pall.ed to Major 'emander at Phan 

Thiet by' Lieutenant Colonel Harrieon the Battal:l.on CoJlllltlnder. At the s_ 

time 1st Sergeant Fildes llUooseded let Sergeant McLendon 811 the tield let Ser­

geant. Major sts~ "a. now th" 11IIIIcutiYe Otfiosr and Captain Simerly be­

e_ the new Operations Ottioer. 

------_.,._----_ .. _--_._-----------.- --- ---_ .. _._ .... _.-.. --. 
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At th1e tillle Major stec~ and the edTallOld party _re at Tq Jinh 

preparing the w~ tor a Il10," to that area by the COIIIPan,y in the very Dear 

tuture. The IIOTe to Tq lf1nh came ott IIJIOOth~ thanks to a good job ot 

organisatiou by Major Stee~ and let Sergeant Fiidllll. Missionll at T~ 

Hinh lltarted with our arrival and were hot and heotio, Charlie wall takUg 

a good tell at aircratt in the landing IIOnell. :rortunate~ the l29th airomtt 

receiTed on~ llinor dlllllllgell. The MIlle ot the operation wall "knot1on City," 

and vas the largellt single air operation of the war data. 

On the 2Sth of February the compan:r wall alerted for a tactical ellllrgeney 

110.,. to SOIlg Mao. The airoraft departed in thirty Jlinntee after the order was 

r;i.,.n leaTinr; pereonal par behind to be brought up later by the 0-130' s. The 

alert force closed on SOIlg Mao at 20/6 hour. and again slept under the IItars, 

but al1rqll lliesion reac!;y. 

The Song Mao period lasted t'lllO _ell:l and a rew days, but Bite and Strike 

lIat! out there hauling the goods for the lDlilt as ueual. There WAIl a night 

assault and a fe. lIurpri.e dq assaUlts that n.tted the Cobrall 110l1li VO 1n the 

open which _re prol!lpt~ disposed at 1n ehort order with bel _ grenadee and 

rocketll. A COIi>at auenlt on the 9th ot Mareb lIIO"fId the 2/S02 and 2/327 thirty 

11I1lell below Phan Raag. The landing IIOne wall oblcnrred by IIIIOke but a ,..,,11 

e:mcuted fO!'lll.t1on landing was accompliehed although conditionll 118m far fro1ll 

fA'mrable. The following dq the col!lPlln:r I1IOved back to Dong Ba Thin by air 

and a ground ooltmln which was ul!der the COIIIUnd ot Lieutenaot Hilderbrand 

ably aseisted by the colllpllniell UI:laeeadore to Vung Tau Lieutenllnt (gir) 

Lewrenoo and l«>*l (I(no.,.) RayOl. 

At Dong Ba Thin, the COIIIPallT relUllld ftOl'III&l Battalion nllstonll while 

RetUng reorganbed. The VIP lIIisll10nll for IFFV at Hha Trang 1I'Il1I taken by 

~---~-----~------------------------------------~--------------------~--~~~ ~. -- ~.-.--~~. 



r 

the second platoon. The lOlst was not forgotten and the 129th supplied 

them with aircraft for command and control and ash and trash. 

A derailed train west of Dong Ba Thin caused the Cobras to go into action 

and a team led by Ca.ptain Newman killed three VC and wounded twenty according 

to VC prisoner. The attack broke up an attempted ambush of the security element 

at the site of the derailed train. 

Bulldog 495 crashed south of Phan Rang while on a mission for the lOlst. 

Captain Parrish, a real professional , was at the controls and did an out­

standing job, the crew escaped unhurt even though the aircraft was totally de­

stroyed by fire. 

March ended with a cook out for'a company Easter party and along with it, 

A.n alert order to move to a new area. Within the next few days the company 

moved to a small village called Khanh Duong northwest of Nha Trang. The 

nr'3a was very beautiful with a new airstrip consturcted by the engineers and a 

nice grassy area to Bet up the much used tents of the 129th. The company was 

set up in rscord time. the unit looked like a well toured circus getting ready 

for the first Bhow at the "Big Top." The mess out did t.tself tor quality of food 

served in the field and it also supported the Battalion and various other ele­

ments who came in to sample the culinary art of the 129th field kitchen. The 

officers club was also a meeting place for everyone in the area. 

A six ship reaction force mission to Bam Me Thaut was connnanded by Captain 

Groover to secure araas near convoy-routes, Captain Groover again proved-the 

on the spot versatility of the 129th. On 30 March another on a combat assault 

with the 2/327 Northwest of Khanh Duong, Colonel ~Iarr, Colonel Bone and Colonel 

Cord flww with the Bite and Strikers. 



'ltIrough the JIOnth ot April IIOlIt coJllbat aallault. were led b;r the 1?9th. 

Adverse weather at times delayed a take oft, but the operation went emoth~. 

GuneMps eupport vas alwaye t1me~ and on target. Some rail\Y night relJ\lpp~ 

in the valley leading to Nha Trang eho1Nd the skill ot both the slick and 

gunship pilots. 

'ltIe 1I0nth~ night practice oollbat assault vent off well with both an 

illWllinatad and lIOn-illWllinated phase. Verr good traildng tor new pilots 

in the compan;r. 

On 23 April Bulldog 525 vi th Warrant Offioer lIItlls and Warrant Offioor 

Saurer, SP/4 JUleS and Walbr crasbed on take ort all sustaining injurie!!, 

Mr. Wells vas pinned inside the wreokage and while tbe _cbief went for 

help the aircraft caught fire and was oonl!lllled, hie death 1f!lS a blow to the 

unit. SP/4 Walker died of injuriee received in the crash eoraa weeks later 

in the atatas. 

The IIOnth ended with lION the oolllpan;r Was to be given the I!I1IpJlOrt mission 

tor the Republic of Iorea -Tiger Dhilion1t at Qui IIbon and the unit began 

maldng plane tor the JIOve. The area and the new lIdallion teet the 129t.h from 

its field hOIle in lhanh Daong to the plush living area ot Lane .trm:r Heliport 

near Qui Jlhon 1I'as a 1I'eloo_ change for the entire OOIIpan;r. 'l'he nev billets 

were outstanding, better than our old home at Dong Ba 'ltIin. The Officertl 

club had excellent Chow and boosted one of the few airoonditioned baTt! in the 

country. 'ltIe troop" settled into the new surrounding. wi t.h eaee anel arrllnp,e-

ment. 

'ltIe nev lIIission did not dull the 129th IIpi.ri t. the job 1f!lS new anel th.u'll 

vas an ever present hnguag. p!:'Oblelll. Oood coordination and planning were 

the ke;r to auccusful relmpp~ lIledon! and utilisation of aircraft. One ad­

vantage the 129th had Vall a "hot line" from Bulldog 3 to none 'other than 

,-_._--------------,._--_ .. _._---_.-.,._._.-....... _ ....... -.-



the Whitehouse, which Cern(l in htmdy. 

The first month working with the ROK's saw the 129th smRsh all :I.t'R previous 

records, flying 1290S sorties while logging 2411.1 flying hours. The Bite and 

Strikers carried 19494 troops and hauled 2179.2 tons of combat supplies, compRred 

with previous highs of 8393 Borties, 2344 flying hours,11S99 troops hauled and 

601,.2 tons of supplies carried. Maintentmce set records also with an ave.ilability 

rate of S9.4% in spite of the fact that the company had seven engine changes while 

flying 2411.1 hours. 

Another support aspect the 129th has developed and has been the role of 

gunships support. In the past the CRID has been reluctant to &all for gunship 

support because of the language problem tmd the fear that friendly troops would 

be hit. As a meMS of building confidence the Cobras display their accurate ann 

deadly fire each night during a dusk patrol of each Regimental area of operation, 

providing armed survielance, intermintenting Viet Cong lnovements and bringing su­

pressive fire on areas containing suspected targets. Another Cobra policy at re­

ducing reluctance to request gunships are classes given to ROK troops of each Hegi­

Inental area on unplayment tactics, and fire power of the arrived helicopter, alao 

the fact that the gunships always carry ROK observer to communicate with the forces 

on the ground. During the months of May the Cobras have accounted for 16 VC (KIA) 

body count and 14 va (KIA) estimated, 12 structures destroyed and 20 structures 

ds.lnaged. 

The tactical support mission for the CHID :\.5 somewhat more difficult th~n the 

129th has prov:\.ded other units in the past. Op,~rnting over a large AO the Di v:I oion' r 

three Hegiments occupy semi-permanent areas, maneuvering at mostly pInto on nnd cornp:l.W 

l"lvel, usual},,,. be ground movement, and relying on a reaction force for immedlate air 

movement of troops. During the month the 129th reacted to 13 reaction forces re"l\le d
. 

using a practice of appointing n ilail1 misBion commander and designating aircraft 

within each area as reaction force aircraft • 

. _-- --_ .. _----_._----- ._-_. 



The month of June and the 12910h is ntill at Lone Field in support of 

the Tir,"r Division. Since the 129th has been in support of the ROK Dlvir,ion 

the Commanding General has awarded 4 letters to Commendation to the lJUe nnd 

::itrikers. Again this month the 129th has broken records, the mom gignificnnt 

record achi~vement was in hauling over 2000 tons of cargo, and transporting 

over 20,000 passengers. 

Lll.Ilt month the CRID made a record number of combat assaults emphasizing 

sm~ 11 uni t op~rations, as 19 platoon sized CA' s were made. This month co",b~<t 

operations stepped up as th" 12910h participated in a CRID record of 113 company 

sized operations. During these operfttions, the CRID troops had over 150 NVA 

KIA's and 75 captured w()apons. 

One of the most significant features of the 129th's aviation support 

during the months of .hme has been the inovation of fIlI\all simultaneous combat 

assaults surrounding one objective area. Operati.ng in terrains that restricts 

avlation to 2 and 3 aircraft silled landing zones, this procedure has the advlmhe;e 

of reducing the number of rePftated landings in one LZ and places encompassing troops 

into blocking and attacking positions simultaniously. In one operation alone the 

ROK's killed 47 NVA and captured 38 weapons using this technit;ll.e. 

The gunships continued to exact their toll of enemy on the dusk patrols 

missions, also, the classes on gunship support utilization has been well re­

vived in all Regimental areas. 

---~.-.-.~.<-.<----- -- <._--<--
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STATISTICAL DATA 

SORTIES HOURS ~ TKP" . 

JANUARY 8673 1996.0 307.6 10,016 

Fl,BRUARY 6273 2212.2 163.1 8,402 

~iARCH 3865 1623.3 153.7 7,779 

APRIL 8411 2147.8 231.1 8,602 

MAY 13237 2495.2 22/~5 .6 19,81,6 

JUNE; 11,932 2486.0 2209.0 20,910 
, 
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