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FORWJ\Hn 

The 180th },ssault Support Helicopter Company 
(CH-47) with its base camp at Phu Hiep Army J'ir­
fiold continues, as it has since its arrival in 
the hepublic of Vietnam, to render to Free world 
Hilitary Assistance Forces the kind of high 
quality heavy lift support which enables them 
to meet the aggrcnsor and defeat him on his own 
ground. The 180th prides itself on this 
ability to furnish steady, liependable support 
on acontinuous basis to units throughout the 
II Corps Tacticnl Zone and through the pro­
fessional "can do" attitude of all members past 
and present, the name of "Big vJindy" '-,as COHe 
to be known throughout the Republic of Vietnam. 
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CHAPTE1l. I 

., 

HJiRALffiY 

DESCHIPTION OF DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA 

, 

The "Big Windy" insignia consists of a circular whitE. cloth patch, 
approximately 4~ inches in diameter, embroidered in green and golel with 
black trim. It features the silhouette of the CH-47A "Chinook" 
helicopter in traditional Army Green. Gold lettering embroidered concen­
trically along the circumference announces the unit name: "180th Aslt 
Supt Hel Co" along the upper edge and the rome of its associated 
maintenance unit: "403rd T .C. Det" appears along the lower edge. The 
unit traditional call sign "BIG ~IINDY" a.nd the unit motto "GOD IS OUR CO­
PILOT" are concentrically embroidered in gold along the inner circumference. 
A black and white reproduction of the distinctive unit insignia appears 
on the following page. 

This insignia is worn on the inner button of the right breast pocket 
by members of the 180th ASHe. Nembers of the 403rd T.C. Det wear this 
insignia on the inner button of the left breast pocket. 

A commemorative plastic replica mounted upon. a wooden plaque is 
presented to unit aviators and pilots prior to their departure. This 
replica is suitably inscribed with the name of the recip~ent and the 
inclusive dt.tes during which he served with either unit. 
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CHAPTER II 
" 

A. The l80th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-47A) was constituted 
in the n.egular Army on 16 July 1965 unde the name of 180th Aviati.on Company 
(Hedium Helicopter). It was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia, on 17 }!arch 
1966 by General Order 99, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, dated 16 Harch 1966. 
This same order also activated the 403rd Transportation Detachment( Medium 
Helicopter Field M&intenance). The authorized strength of these units was 
as follows: 

l80th 13 

403rd 1 

25 

1 

14$ 

80 

186 

82 

LTC (then Major) Thanas F. Perkins, 02263420, Artillery, became, the first 
commander of the l80th per Special Order 69, Ileaclquarters loth Aviation 
Group, dated 24 ~larch 1966 and LTC (then Major) \lallace L. Tate, 087635, TC, 
became the first commander of the 403rdl 

B. 1. The spring and summer of 1966 were devoted to or'ganization and 
training. Pel sonnel and equipment "ear-marked·1 for the l80th and 403rd began 
to arrive at Fort Benning. Train·.ng was conducted at an accelerated pace 
culminating in Training Operation "PEHKIN~:", 1-5 August 1966. During this 
Field Training Exercise, both units demonstrated their readiness for deploy­
ment. While supporting the 2nd Battalion, 40th Artillery and D Troop, 17 
Cavalry, the l80th flew 100 sorties, transporting 875 passengers and 44,000 
pounds of cargo. 

2. Following Training Operetion "PE2KINS", final preparations for 
overseas movement began in earnest. From 24 August to 6 September, the CH-47 
helicopters were ferried from Fort Benning, Georgia to Sharpe Army Depot, 
California, where they were readied for trans-shipment fram Alameca. TOE 
equipment left Fort Benning by rail on 16 September for further sur face 
shipnent. This equipment arrived at Charleston, South Carolina, was loaded 
aboard the HSTS Gordon, and left for Southeast Asia on 19 September.' On 1 
October, the advance party cmsisting of Najors Rupert F. Glover and Allen 
H. Carlisle departed the United States by commercial aircraft. They were. 
the first unit members to land in the Republic of Vietnam, arriving on 4 
October. On that same dlj,te, 3 officers, 3 warrant officers, and 25 enlistecl 
men depalted Alameda, CCllifornia, wit h their aircraft aboard the HPrS Briton. 
From 14 thru 17 October, small groups of officers and men dep"rted Warner­
Hobbins fiFB, Hacon, Georgia,aboard C-130aircraft. All told, seven C-130 
airplanes, ho 1:lberty s hips and one aircraft carrier were required for the 
move, 

3. Initially the l80th and 403rd were assigned to the lOth Combat 
Aviation Battalion and located with their parent unit at Dong Ba Thin. 
Pilots and crew members were sent to the l79th Assault Support Helicopter 
Company in Fleiku and to aviation units of the 1st Cavalry Division(Airmobile) 
in the An Khe area to receive their "in-country" orientation. Meanwhile, 
through self-help, construction of billets and the layout of work areas at 
Dong Ba Thin progressed rapidly. 

------. ----------r·---·---------------------·--



4. Upl!!l'l!\l'rivlll of the HSTS Briton at Vung hu on 17 November, 
little time was wasted restoring tho aircraft to flyable status. Working 
diligently and with forethought, the first mission-ready helicopters de­
parted Vung Tau a scant forty-oight following their arrival in-c~try. 
By the time the sound of three twin-rotored helioopters flying-by in review 
over Flanders heliport was heard on 1'9 NO'/ember, "Big Vlindyll flight crews 
had already completed a part of their first combat re-eupplymiseion. As 
the helioopters departed Vung Tau, they were diverted to Saigon to eaSe a 
booklog of aircro!t parts destined for unite of the 17th Combat Aviation 
Group. Thus, prior to bocoming operational, tho lSoth Assault Support Heli­
copter Company (CH-47) delivered as,ooo pounds of aircraft parts,to units 
located at Ban Me Thuot, Pleiku, i;'lui Nhon, !'Iha Trang and Dong Ba Thin. 
An intensive unit training oycle was ourtailed as the unit was doemed combat-
ready and declared operational on 1 Deoember 1966. ' 
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., CHAPTllR III 

C()!.OONJ) AND CON'l'il.OL 

A. Commanders of the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-47): 

1 • LTC Thomas F. Perkins, 02263420, Artillery, from 24. Harch 1965 
• to 1 April 1967. 

, 2. LTC Wallace L. Tate, 087635, Transportation Corps, 'from 1 April 
1967 to 3 October 1967. 

3. LTC Francis E. Woith, 02263243, Artillery, from 3 October 1967 
to the present time. 

B. 1. During its activation and training period, the 180th Aviation 
Company (Ned Hel) and the 403rd Transportation Detachment (Hed Hel Fld Maint) 
were under the command and control of the 37th Aviation Battalion, 10th 
Aviation Group. 

2. Effective 21 October 1966, the 180tn and 403rd were assigned to 
the 17th Combat Aviation Group per General Order 770, Headquarters 1st Aviation 
Brigade, dated 1 November 1966. Both units were further assigned to the 10th 
Combat Aviation Battalion until 14 November 1967. 

3. From 15 November 1967 until now, ,the 180th and 403rd have been 
under the command and control of the 268th Combat J\viation Battalion," 17th 
Combat Aviation Group, 1st Aviation Brigade • 

• 
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CHAPTnt IV 
'! 

UNIT OPERATIONS 

A. T':18 180th Assault Support l{"U~opter CompanY (CH-h7)' WaS deemed ready 
,to "'8'1"p"l(.!\ .:1,; ·'rr,:·'~t· ~"f"'''''ott 1';:-1..1 '.J!'~ ','.." .... ~·:m<) c'p"r·atir.r.t'·'J. ~11:t}\P nc'Iy"u'b"ic 0'; Qo~ ' .... , ' .... , •. "', '11- '" ~.' • (. ... ~ ... (,.'..;/\.;: .... .,; Q' ':.)-, ..L_~,' ~,,!~ ~ .I.: 

Viet·llLLl '~'l ! c),,:."'I';;'T '1'«,6;' i"i.'ch :'.::'J'l )q.) ~'3s'e at D'cng' Pa 'rhino .'che"unit .. 
soon Ji]':~\~l '0:) 1.\;e:t:·L1.l.,S in the mVJJw:'.' L';-;·i,,:d,~:h.:":lhed by its pp,rent unit, the '10th 

.. Combat 1\ 'r:L),~·i.. -:.11 :.~ .J:: t~: J.:i, C'fl, who WI-)~ 't1 a:~-:"'::;.!\hT ~nl')Wn as the ItVagabon~~s of Vietnam. II . , . 
Four aj,:",,-,'·'c·,,",:,o -i;·:cdcr.'.ed t,) 1"1/ ';'H, .\:, 21t)PO~t units of the 101st Air­
borne D:LlTi S.cJ'l ·':~c'.;·c'.' :it' Oper[.tioll "t'·;'lt,');UW1." Two other "Chinook" helicopters 
and creNS l"d "JI l'd'~'~l' Norgan L. Ph::X>,)S we,re a~8igned to support the Capital 
Infantry Di vi'si "" .' f the r.opublic or K.,,:~91J. at An Son'; Sinco this was' the first 
exposure of the "T:Lger Division" to the CH-47, much time waS expended in 
training and teaChing proper cargo helicopter employment. Beginning on 7 Decem­
ber 1967, units of the 101st Airborne Division moved from Tuy Hoa to Kontum. 
"Big I;/indy' stl helicopters followed along to provide tactical ail.'lift support 
for Operation "PICKErT." Other unit aircraft operating out of Dong Ba Thin 
were a1l0cat'ld on a d~.ily bo.s~ f to units ranging from Song Hao to Phan Thiet. 
Thus th'J 'i 3r,);,h AsU SC't, Bel Cc: fell in steplli'Gh the 10th CAB's Vagabond march. 
"Bi(; 1,"j,t.];!,' was selecl;ed to t.ransport the Bob Hope Troupe from nearby Cam,Ranh 
Air F'ol'ce Base to Cam Ranh l."lr<y Airfield. CPT Fred Hope, unit Administrative 
Officer, piloted the aircraft. which transported !tis namesake. Christmas was 
celebrated by many meml'ers of the unit at the Christmas tree celebration of 
the little town of Hoa 1'er. l.bout 350 children and their parents attended 
the festivities. The ofli,erR and men of the Hloth provided candy and presents 
for the children who, in tu.n': presented native dances for the entertainment 
of members of the 18Oth. In the words of Father Tran Thuc Dinh, Hoa Tan 
parish priest, the 180th wos 'ICmddy Noel." Thus began the 18Oth's $ommunity 
relations program. During i tr3 first operational 'month, the 180th logged 805 
flying hours, transporting 2,635 tons of cargo, and 10,935 passengers. 

B. Beginning in January 1967, increased airlift support was provided for 
the Capital Infantry Division of the Republic of Korea and support of the 101st 
Airborne Division continued. On Saturday, January 25th, the 180th held its 
first company piCnic-beach party. J.s expected, the enlisted men trounced the 
officers at volley-ball. tiThe Nads," a musical group consisting of Captains 
Kelly, Huller and ~ii1Bon provided entertainment with their inimitable renditions 
of original songs. Each of their selections was rewarded with applause and 
shouted encouragement such as:tlGo-Nadsl tl Their parodies panning everyone and 
everything ranging from tlv/indy Six" to "The Song Contest" were instrumental 
in developing the "playing" portion of "Big Windy I s" hard-working and hard­
playing reputation • 

• 
C. In February, the 180th continued to extend its support activities from 

Cu Chi to Tuy Hoa. Ten aircraft aided in the rapid movement of tTOOpS and 
munitions during Operation "JUNCTION CITY" in the northern Mekong n<'l]t.a sector~ 
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Support of the 101 st Idrborne ,Divillion ranged from Bao\Lai: to I'hanThiet.' As 
the month drew COil. tloB~, thelQht.llloVgd northward towarcd·Song MM •. Three 
iwlicopters requiting e:lrl;ensive Jrd eCl1elolunainten.ancerf1mainedat J'han .,' 
Thiet where two aft sWfll;lh: platel)';and one fo~a:~d transm:i.ss:);on.wer,:e· changed, 
MelJlbe1'60f the 40Jtd Transportat~c>n Detac:ibment utilizing eQl.lipment ilo .mpril ' 
B!!,phisticnted than a dny~t, performed thes'e '.f;l.eld maintenanoe tas~ll.in an 
outstanding manIler;despltlJ thelJlo\lt adVerB,e f;l.eld conditions; .. SpeQilllist Six 
Ki vIer distingl,li~Md him,ilelf bi' p!3~f0rming aIjengine o~ange in the field aided 
and abetted onl;'{by tho.'Maintenliiwe Off;l.oer; ~imul~aneously ,the 1.\Pit wlis ' .. 
ordered to· move, north in oI'dert,o,bein'a better loeat:i:on from,whiolr to','!3upport 
forthpom:!.ng, ppernyiO!ls; 'On, FebIilart. 24th" th!'J land~~1ii;L" tm,der the cOJ$!pnd 
9f l1ajor L,eonatdL, .11oLaughlln~ al'riYlild at, Tuy Hoa. 'l;he 6ne7day trip' frl?Jn 
Dong Ba. Thin was outstandingly, slicc¢1l!lful ,in tryat;. not asin~le. v;ehtcular, . 
breakdown ocqurrecj, The ~ffiqlIlt:\.esipher'illl,t in': operating . and mail!talning 
ail'craft at four different locationll. were cpmppunded bythc needs of Pllilding 

, a. new cantOnID!lnt.W;\,tl1 )indalfrlt~ ~pir;l.t~ all of:ricev~ anql)len l>ecame·~llrpenters, 
, plUmbers, ElI(lctr:j.c)ans'!1.lld t;tnsn4j:.hs. /A).thOl;lsli .1llaJ:!Y oJ: ,CJll1'.ai,l'Of'ai'1;. were flown 

hy blist:,redh~~s ~ ~r" oomb$,t ~upport.: Jl1iss:j,0il \l!"v~r J:aJ,.i;;e~ed • Our cOJl6~rl).ptien 
p):'OjElc:t prograslilEid at II l"ap~d pp.ce, < •. ',' . .' ",." .' • 

. ' .. .:."><.:; .... ~~:>,.~ ... ~, .;:.::,', '>·.:'~1::.:' ., .~:'.~'\ ~.::/.>.:.'/; ... <.f·} :>. .. :~.:./ .... ::.' .... '.: 
. D.;, Through,March,a!'!thelQl 5t 'proheqctQeper ;1.111:-0 its;.ariJ~ ?F,ppenti.oilS 

ncar Song Mae during Operati.on·IIF1Jl.RAGi,UT,II~heHloth'contil'!i1<.idtp' refil1e and 
improve' its service. liorkirig witl1 the fUll c.ooperat;t.oil .of the ~/23bth 
j,rtillery; a standardized loadingpl~ to mov~.an art,~ilef:i'batt"rywas deyelop­
e?, s.y d~let:j.ng,allcJntied loadh., aM tp.1l1SPortfng. all eq1,li~mQl1teX,teri1allf I the 
t11ll'l reqm.red t9 relocate ,mo,rt1:J+el1' battery was r\3duo/3Q c.on,sl,defably, .... 
Suppor~Qfth~ C,llpii'rH- (ll1d }thJnf:i.J:lttr RP~ Dl,;atOti~ qnea/:lec':\.n Operation . 
"OH JOOK, YO'! saw, manY tr.oopmovcs of Ill.orethn.n ~OQ persortsper pay,O(! two 
oCCll.S}oijSt 1,1.75 and. 1.246 tre.ops Were ttan!3P9rted. ThemonthJ,.ytqta19+ 17,833 
passengers' ti'/lnspqrted. Qstablished a !tew high f.or the Unit .•• 1li'ter:having Seen 
action.lil th~ Sqng'jiaci, Phan'Raijg, : and' TW Hpa areas, a contin~~nt jnovedte 
Khajm Duong' el1.?8 ~Iarch tCi Js;:i:dl<:-:ofi;, qpf,lraj:.;io\,! . 9su,illmlVJ,.L.l.', " ' . . 

. '.. . ... , ' ... : .. : .. -,:.... ,i·:·:' ",:., .. ,' .. >.:. ,.:: . , '.' .';:;;' ... ' .:. '. ,:. ,.:.,:' ... ~ ~ 
.E1 . From, 29 I1arph,~til >~ !'lay. th~Jilqth as!3:t:!Jt.ed Jhe 'IScreail)iJig Eag1EiQ" 

as they manBUVereq tprough ~hanh HoaPrQ¥tnOB;Lil)1lted ~\\Ppprt-\'fas extended 
to thc9th ROK IIl'ifUTEHOOSE!1 Infantq Diy:j.s:ton asthey~ontiiluedl(ocir regi­
mental si¢e, opera1;,ions.~ocle'lr'lJll~pp'Em H~ghw~, 1.nflar Nino flea,. AGrl-47 , 
piloted by Captilln Kelly receiveg a,,1'ew t01;lnds of' rif'l e fire while. landing ~n 
a "se(fure" lancilng z6nesbuth~ar;j; Qr' Ninh !:Ipn. .. . , .... ~ ;. : .. : .. ~ ... '"~ .. ;; ,:'. > ... ;.;.; ' ... ~.~/,;~.~, .. <.;..:4.. ., .. :,.,).<. ,'~.\: .. '; 
. . F. '/,s, t!1e ,1'S(lteamirigEas:).el!"move,q.t;IlD'i!ll'ho.on.6 Nii;y "th~ HlOth was 
g:j.venthe tnllk. of prov,i:ding. gCl!~ral n;l.l'lUt ",upport fo:t1'tq0 ~2ili:l,' 23tdand 
24th J.fl.\1Iil D;l.V:i:~:j,On.s .tn the·lI J~VN Cbt'pS~e1:!.Bilse camp' l"Hs.e!'lta~li~lied.it 
Bari He'Tnu~;Jl,l~ett:j.oriaiid: ~rll~tibqlp.d~E:!r tr,lliil:j.l)g \'f~S given t O l1,nitB' 
of the '~White Horsetl.Diyi~ion by the 18Oj:.h l l! CQiii0ok:kiiation'Briefing team 
assisted by mSrnPej:'sof the 10th Combat 1.viation Pathfinders. The advance party 
of the 268th Combat' Aviation Battalion arrived at Phu ~iep.Ther)eoth n.cted 
as host company-and provided billeting,and meSSing facilities as well as 
~e~i~ularsu!?port ~or the new unit;;Tpe9l:J,47 ramp revetmlln~ progrilln w?,s, 
~n1tJ.ated!c: 1.9cprding to scme,party exp.~~~s.,ythe "P;99i;llEv\lnh,of the Year" . 
was held 0ll ~May '1967. . The II Hook Loun.~r.." r~9t ur~llJS . an .or~ginal biJillb.oo 
bar, provideqtl1c!letti\.ng otthe grand,fa,tewBl! fei"'¢:olonel; Hfu'r of tbe 17th . ... ,. . 

" ... ,.:' 7' .... :.. ~'. ' .. 
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Combat Aviation Group. The ladies of the 91st Evacuation Hospital (SMBL) 
added tllne charm"of their voices and the glamour of their round eyes to the 
festivities. On Nay 29th, the general support mission at Ban He Thuot was 
terminated and the base camp Was closed. Four aircraft were allocated to 
provide direct support to the 179th i~ssault Support Helicopter Company in 
Pleiku. Led by Major "Tac" Bald\dn, the flight of four Chinooks left a 
misty Ban Ne Thuot and proceeded toward a very rainy Pleiku. Two of the 
helicopters piloted by CW3 1s I~derson and Flohr sustained a few rounds of small 
arms fire near the road junction north of Plei Do Lim. The other two heli­
copters piloted by He.jor Bald~lin and C1<i3 Murray were forced to fly at reduced 
speed by their heavy internal loads. Choosing to fly "nap-of-the-earlh" at 
reduced speeds dictated avoidance of main travel arteries. i,lthough by doing 

" so these two aircraft avoided enemy fire, they were forced to IM,d at Hensel 
;.rnw Airfield by an extremely low ceiling and visibility. I.iter a one-hour 
visit with the "Shamrocks" of the 4th U. S. Infantry Division, the \~eather 
improved and the two helicopters were then able to proceed to HOlloway i,rnw 
1.irfield. 

G. Tho first task assigned to tho Pleiku group consisted of trans­
porting 200 tons of rice from Kontum to Dak Pek, a distance of approximately 
50 miles. Compounding the difficulties posed qy adverse weather conditions 
Was the prOblem of refueling since the only facility was located at D~k To, 
midway between Kontum and Dak Pek. Despite'torrential rains, this task was 
completed expediti~sly Without mishap. During the month of June, the four 
helicopters at Pleiku logged 375 flying hours, transporting 4,762 troops 
D.lld delivering 1,357 tons of cargo •. Ileanwhile, in .the "irlhite Horse" (9th ROK 
Infantry) Division area, numerous combat assaults,were being made ranging 
from Tuy Hoa to Phan Rang. ltlhile all of these tactical combat assault and combat 
support missions were being flown, "in-country" indoctrination of seven 
aviators and 20 enlisted crew members of the 205th .iSHC was conducted. 
Despite a 50% turnover of aviators, the 180th ASHC achieved a new high 
flying-hour total of 959 hours. 

H. July saw previous high performance totals eclipsed. Statistics for 
the month included 1,029 flying hours; 4,457 tons of cargo; and 14,674 passen­
gers. General support in the Central Highlands was terminated on ( July. 
The return of personnel and aircraft from Pleiku marked the first time this 
unit had been together since Hay 6th. The stage was set to raise the curtain 
on Operation "HONG KIL DONG." Two Korean Divisions, the 9th and the Capital 
Infantry Division, on 9 July, launched their most extensive combat airmobile 
assault since their arrival in-country. The Hloth I s Chinooks played a key 
role in providing the rapid mobility required for this fast-moving search 
and destroy operation. Relocating units in the Tuy Hoa-Gung Song-Dong Tre 
area as dictated by thr fluid tactical situation, flying operations continued 
at. a record-setting pace throughout the month. CV13 Rex C. Flohr and C\IT2 
Richard N. l:'loodward successfully executed a forced landing in the vicinity of 
Chap Chai mountain. During takeoff, a loud noise Was heard followed b,y a 
rovere vibration throughout the airframe. The innnediate application of emer­
gency procedures resulted in a sWift, safe landing without additional damage 
to the aircruft. 
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I. The 180th ASHC continued its direot support of the two KoreM Infantry 
Divisions in Operation "HONG KIL DONG" throughout the month of Augulilt. The 
Korean 9th InfantlY Division completed their portion of the operation in 
mid-August and returned to their defensive positions, The Capital Infantl:\l' 
Division continued the operation into the mountains northwest of Dong Tte and 
VIUl CMh. A total of twelve o.rtiUery bo.ttery moves were completed during the 
month. On one occasion, six "Bi;; l'iindy" helicopters teamed up with six mr­
craft· of the 196th ASHC to move 1;,[\.1 artillery batteries 0. distMce of 8 miles 
in less than two hours. CW3 Chr12~:I_('l'3 H. Astrike Jr., nnd CW2 Jean C. Paquin 
performed a Successful hoist re~"' ... c mission, extracting three Korenn WIAIS 
from the dertsely wooded slopes southwest of Ninh Hoa. Captain Drorl.el S. 
Gressnng III and CW3 Charles H. Astrike Jr., were presented the Boeing-Vertol 
Division Certificate of Aohievement for having logged 1,000 hours in the CH-47 
helicopter. CVO Rex C. Flohr and C\'J3 Rober~ Graben (now of the '17th Combat 
llviation Group) distinguished th0mselves by successfully nutorotating n 
"Chinook into a dry rice po.ddy after experiencing a dunl engine fmlure. 
While the crew was performing the emergency procedures on number one engine, 
number two engine fdled after a time-lapse of no more than fifteen seconds. 
Although the autorotation resulted in damage to the airframe, no injuries 
were sustcined by any of the personnel aboard. 

J. The 180th ASHC once again assumed the role of general support in the 
Central Highlands during tho month of Septe'mber. A total of 23 dnys were 
spent in Pleiku Province with the "Big Ivindv" daily commitment varying from 
three to five aircraft. Support to the ROK ~h Infantry Division continued 
throughout the month. Various battalion size offensives were staged during 
the month by all three regiments from the Ph(ll1 Rnng area to the Tuy Hoa 
valle;\,. The "Big l'/"indy" participated in the initial insertion of two bat­
talions of the 173rd Airborne Brigade on Operation "BOILING" and in doing so, 
set a new record for the unit by flying 89.1 hours in one day. Three artil­
lerY batteries and their basic load of ammunition were emplnced by nine heli­
copters assisting in the move. I~so in the record department. the monthly 
flying hour total hit a new hiS'll" of 1,107 hours with one flight engineer, 
Specialist Six Donald ~!. Smith. boasting 111 hours on his aircraft for the 
month. September 27th Was a noteworthy day for "Big Windy" maintenance. 
The status board showed all sixteen CH-47 Is flyable on that duy. This 10CY.' 
flyable aircraft status climaxed a month that averaged eleven miSSion-ready 
aircraft per day. 

K. The 100th ASHC devoted the majority of its assets to the support of 
Operation "BOLUNG" for the 173rd Airborne Brigade and to the ROK 9th Infantry 
Division. Operation "BOLLING" was Characterized by considerable tactiCal 
movement within the area of operation. The "Big .1indy" pnrticipated in the 
deployment of the Brigade by moving their 105 mm howitzer batteries into new 
firing positions 12 times during>he month and by f:Wing four combat assqults . 
in conjunction with the 335th A,ssttult ae~;I.copter Company. loll "Artillery Raid" 
was conducted by the 173rd Airborne Brigade, assisted by the l80th Assault 
Support Helicopt-er Company. This was the fi.:r:!'It time the "Big Windy" were 
involved in this sort of exercise and valuaq+~ experience waS gained through 
pnrticipation. The l'aid involved the combined fire-power of the ·J.;rmy and 
Air Force. It was initiated by a B-52 strike of su aircraft, followed 
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by a 105 mm, 155 mrn and 175 mm nrtiller,y barrage lasting one hour; a tactical 
air strike, nna strikes by armed helicopters. The raid was an excellent 
demonstration of inter-service coordination, and was accomplished successfully. 
including the role of the 18,)~,!,. [,ssa.-Cllt Sq'''''J'f, Helicopter Company. During 
er!'ly October, the 2Sth RegJ.:T,.ci.~ 'J " ! be; S'l: n:K Infnntr,y Division required 
tl"',' I ;,:"gest share of SUPPCl''!;';c ;,:·,:'GI'".wf.ih""o company size sites in the 
Tu,' Fe;, vnlley. During +,he 1,L"'-".:.f C~· tb.(·' J"onth, increased enemy activity 
ie, :;:!C' ElICh Hoa area c1:'81:LGtl c. ".':>"[;:.JtirJ. ;.l'."J'f'Ule in the heavy lift re­
qvlr'emcrJe of the 29th 113gimc.~:.~,. 'CliP b,d,:.rtJ_ cmcrg,mcy Was alleviated by 
"Big Hine;)"" helicoptet'3 ,~::Lyil'gO'J l,C',Y'FC 1 (. 1.,.')lLt'-·d,'lYs and 1Ik'1.l1y night slinc;-
load resl'PPl,y sortieD. ))uri-..s ti.·";:'l":o.o'.', 0 t!ll'ough 12 October, a company 
of 5th Sr~cial Forcos G:e,)up ".-;.\oS "iJ'",,-: .h. ~"i.,l'cir location near Bnn ~le Thuot 
to a sit-e nearer the Ca.":.,orlL!C,-. "-.<d., :'.;," ·!80t.h hOClted the advDllce party 
of the 243rd ASHC wh:i. ()'l i1.i"':CV'/' -". __ ,',: Uq' ",l: '/6 (heober for their in-countr,y 
orientation. LTC (t'1'JU i-1Cl,jod ',: ':~I,~j.~ E. '\J(1j,<;h ass'lntad conrnand of the 180th 
I\f'"c.ult Support Helie"p';"r Ccm;m,'y Dt 11 cO<emony h"ld on the "Big l'lindy" 
r"",p. An unusual th1:'''''' h:,lic<)p~Gx' fJ_y''''!-,y !l,.~_~ked the occasion. Rather than 
fl;{ing lengthy orbit:Lng o,)':'·:;:i.e3, t'16 tL.'()o ]>cJ1icopt.ers were diverted from 
their normal re-supply missi ')D5 cy -; ,~~ ',l'moJ, weather. They "passed in 
review" as precisely a<> Lf '0,18 cr'" ,,'c,len I",,; been r,:i:\'en thorough prior planning. 

L~ In November, t;13 l.'\Ot':. f.c~;,':"E SnpVTt. fTroJicopter Company severed 
its ties with the 10th Coop', ,'- ': 'r;.;,":' :<:,:, Fd t,".:!'.<"1"." 1'he 180th replaced the 
196th in providing tho') ;2;; >:,: ·",c,,·,·', {,' i,e I,; 0" :;: ,: i P~i :i.Jn with u heavy-lift 
c2,pability. Numerous 3:L1"': ,y;: ·;,,:J·~:I ';")J. t,,,,,· ",U the problems of co~­
cating with a headq,;-c~<;" ',," .. :.'" '~;<i.': ;'Y'",I,hfld,., HG:H~ry, W~:'P6iih~~fid~ 
thell com.maIlc:li.rlg thQ· .. ·21J.L ' •... '; .. ',f:" 1,; "~:',\~!t;:\J~9t~:tQ,~h~,'I~l!+p~,,~:t,?h:l\ning·I.· ! 

fold say:\.ng PQ krt~wull;l;s' .,,1 llvI"d'ondW9rkEld \:>y t.he lluttaf:l.onmotto: . 
"Do It t'/owP'll1U'ipg thi3 ,n1~h, many Qftha' Qff:j.c:iSr,s and mOl: ;;.enewecj their 
carpentI"¥ $k;i.l+9 following the pa$sage 01; tYPhoOrd'r~ida; Fr~i4a struC~ pn 
Nov'lmber loth~ }I,owin?th~ foor off our'Qn:tY ~ewllai1g~. ilrld.dejl1o~ishi!ig un 
company latrine buH,hngs, 'rhe most\lost.:j.y c:\am.'1ge .,a.I34-T\f1J.pted upon the 
eight unit aj,rc:raf\! whiCh re!lw.:i,nedol1 thE: fUghtHn~~ . ftotar,r 'fillg qamage 
was ~ljnsive~n~ces;lit~t.:\.ng tl;1e Qhange of; El:!,g11tliif)tB;: ofhla.c\(!!1l and variou(3 
associilt!'ldpattl'l :iT\cluditig !lo!¥, tranflmj.fl~~cjl'l~. '.' Forttljlnte:\-y, more than one, 
half of the tmita:trC.af~' l'l13f13 away a.t N~~k4. (ll'ldPhatJ l\an~; "Leadin/il D. 

flight of seyEm C~-:4Z's~ 11£1.jorLeGlifAiDr~e,JlriitOpe.aHont? Offiqer, .. 
cqorc!inn1;ed the moVelirent cif 41;4 I\1f(l!l1lryPivis:j.on trooP!,w?:1;hthe Btllff.pf 
the 52nd Combat AvtllHon Bat~!ilion. P~$P:l,1;!ii heavy r'1ii'\s,.I')\llllerous tz:oop 
movementa,nd r~sppp:tl sozt.:j.~s wi3re flOWn O!f~1?qh~~l\le fr,om !lensel l\.rlI\Y .Airfield 
to locations tang;41g from !{():ltum to DnktP~ ·M~,,!h:i::\.e,p.trio of ChJ,n()ol<;s' 

. led by C't' Hike Rc:xjfiguez, unttStand1\rd~za.~:\,OIiI!1stntgtor j?ilot,prQvided 
support to units of the 101st 'U.S. Airborne Illfant~Ili:v:i.s:ton duP-llg'· 
Operation "ROSE," ,The insertion of the ~!50~th.PatticipatiT\g iJ;l 1; h(Jir first 
combatussallit ill,COl,JIltr,y, 1'1£1.sJJl<1.tked pya high :degree of prof~ssipn4+s.tn and. 
efficiency dpmOl'lstrated. by ,Qoth the 3/506th and the 18ot\,!. ',' ."",, ...... . 

,'.: "" ',.'.'" ;._,: __ ~," ", _,' .. _~ "', _, :,:~.,:,,:;;,;:.~ .. ~\;, :>,.,' /.i~:.i':-~\'.~>': 
H; 'IIi ear:l,y DepemJ:>erjt!i~·' j$oth;.i~HC st:ruggll)<J,.throuifo"ij;s:d~r.kelst 

hcurs since it!larrival in-CQ1ll1try • 'hrs onne 1 strength. dropped te 59% ahd 
aircraft availability droppedcorrespondingl,y .due to the, aircraft parts 
shortage induced by Typhoon Freida storm damage.' tn order to improve air-. . . 
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craft availability, a vigorously aggressive cannibalization program was pur­
sued. This was' done with the full realization that cannibalization tends 
to compound maintenance problems through an ndc1.ed work load. However, it was 
deemed necessary in orc"-", I;:, ~.O:-l+,i"1U8 7,0 ;or,,,,; 'js rSl<ponsive combat support. 
Af'. +.he yea.r came to ru. CJI.'l. . . II;.;.'~ Y·L~·.J..l~.r i \'-·.)/.~';i.:'1}1'](~ :i.ts support of the "White 
H, .. ":." Tnfantry Divipj "I. ,,,-,'1. ";',<,; ;':' .• ,.',: '"i ,'ic:':'""~ ?r-ip;~,de. Numerous sorties 
w:c:',.-.,: ';0 flown in st:! ~'00+ ,).-,.' 't", :Iot' 1·,.'>:'-'''''' !:Hic~,on and the 5th Special 
Fo"",.,.. :.::'oup in the FJ,,~ :'1', ::': ,', !>" ',; '1,·' ;, h.c, J'Pl :-(,y Time drew the final 
cu',',·,'. :lown on 1967, ~,j" "",-,., ,]",l:';) .. I,'I,',,',t HeJiccpter Company (CH-47) 
had ,YJ,'Jed a total ul 11,991 1.' :.c,,' hOllrs:, ,'c,rformo" 41,694 sorties and had 
trO.'.l:lp,::-·od 161,527 p,rr-,C!'I-.C:;' ,"'::41,,;l1$" ':-:,,' ::-1' CC.l.'gO since its arrival in 
the j{e!)'l'.·'~C of Vietr,aB .. 

u 

, 
'. 

" 

'---------------T'--- -------------.--,-'----, 



", C) 
CHAPTER V 

() 

The follCII,ing Officers and Warrant Off:j.cers have served in the Hepublic 
of Vietnam With the l8~h 1i~'sa,u1.t, Support Helil~,,')ter COlnpahy (CII-47A) or the 
403rd . Transportiltion : .. : ," ti','(,r,,: :"'i,"; lUlu lIeli,' , "" c,.;, Field Na~ntenance)! .. 

r:\n Elmer'G. AndersoV\ • , ' .! 

C¥$ vlilUrun D, A" 5'/:"' f\ 

(w3 Charle:) It. Ast·,.lke ;](,. 

,;PT Willia'jl G, Ylac:eT' 
'J, ' . 

11)0:). Q!3Or ge H. Bart' 

CVf G. Normn B8.tt<sn 

Hh,J Hilton Benz 
\ 

VOl J'~es F, Bow:1,,)o ,J t', 

1-101 l'i:j.che.el B. Ca'J[':<c 
" " ,', 

CW2 Arigelo S.: Cetrar]. 
I ,<:' .' , " 

CPT Jasper K, Ch:lrr,p~ on 

lLT William J .,Ch'lplll8f\ ,. " -', ' 

-, 
CPT Janu1:s. ~. Coo!<lley 

Clf2 Larry' Ii ; . Cr~t 
. " . ! ' 

W.J t.esl;!.e A I Pral<:e 
, - {" 

I, '", j, '.; 

cw~ ChD;r~eB E'iPominy 

~IAJ Jack. A .nuPn , ',:": !, 

CW3 Ch!lrle~ 'J ,Dye . 
, , 

CN2 Charles E. ~ant . . . '- "', , 

lii.J j,lexAnderG. Fewsndtl1 
: , I " ~ • , , 

CW3 R~x 6. F~olJr ;,; 
.! ' 

CW2 Rona~c! Bl Fl,'ye. 
. .. , ~ '. 

3,2 

WO.1. We, ley VI, Gallqp 

MU Rober\; E', Glover 

(:,13 p;obe.~-T f{rabC!1 , ,. . 

(W!,~ R onali E. Graham , . . 
" 

i:.:f>T 'Ih.," 8 L S. Gre's"ang' Ill: , . 

(:IN5 \[;;.l!')·r'"ine HaJI!p~on 

MAl Th'1"1S 0, lIabd¥ 

CP'l" :-'L,J71 E •. Haye!l 

CW3 tltv'l U. Hebert . , 

~lJ.J Rohed D. liitell 

MAJi'),ed H. Hope: 
. ' '," 

W01 Geral~,J! l~etta 

MAJ ArlQ D. Janssert' ':;,", ,< : '. \ ' " . 
WOl nichard B,Johrllipn . '~ : .. : ' .' " ' ", -. 

9PT ii~re'1 ';B~JoiJes 
; ".. ,"~. ~ ~ . ',: 

qPT I'I\1;.ric~. O. !{~lly 
I,,' .",:: ._: .. I'., '. '. 

Gil3 L1~yd, Q. !jteit,h .. ~ >~. ~ :":' '~,," ~;': ' 
~,rol '1'Oll\R,.KJ1~ite;v 

, ," : " I • ~'.' 

pi~2 Clinton }!; Kpiml<: 
\ .!:. " j" \,: ;":' .( .;"',)! , 

}~(Jl ff.i'ip,C .~&th< 
, '. " ;', 

~oi j10b~tI'. 'L~e . 
,"; , - - ~ I', ,- .. , '~ 

CvJ2 p~~w.~ :W;:L~,j~rett , , ".",' . 

~IOl C:).yde C •. Lov~. 
'," . 

'. ; '.~ , 
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CPT Vernon J. Hathern 

WOl Thomas A. McBeath ., 
(,'1'13 Ted L. NcDaniel 

l1T iJilliam R. NcKeNy jr, 

HllJ Loornrd L. NcLaughJar< 

WOl CarT n. f'losel",y 

ChJ Joseph H. Yil.lrt&y J'f 

, LTC Thomas F. 1'''1' L,-j,"" 

CI·,'3 Bobby Haulstol1 

,CPT George A. Redd 

• NOl Veryl L. Reedor 

(;\oJ3 Nike Hoariguez 
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CD 
WOl John E. Rouse 

Jo1',J Gregory J. Schrand 

CIt!2 Raymond V. Semora 

CPT c.~arlJ :9. St.e)l',,!' 

t.'TC wall o.ce L. 'l'ah, 

(wit ~oo"rt J Tho"'!'" 

I"I't f,lo::tA J, 'l':cemann 

I.\K} I ::Jat'l\1!oS 1/" WCO'at herill 

err Vav:"d I:. liHson 

", 
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.. CHAPTF.R VI 

REFLECTIONS 

Fate as treated the l80th AssauJt Support Helicopter Company (CH-47) 
kindly since its arrival within the ;'epublic of Vietnam. Injuries to 
personnel have been few and thus far death has sought its victims else­
where. Through a strength tempered by the fires of necessity, -"Big \~indy' s" 
aircraft end crews have provided dependable, reliable combat airlift support 
to all units we have been privileged to serve. Our sincere thtnks go to 
our predecessors who gave so freely of their time and knowledge to qualify 
us to carryon in the professional manner in which they r:erformed so well. 
Oer sincere best wishes go to those who will follow on. We trust that the 
"Big lIindy" traditions born at Fort Benning, Georgia, weaned at Dong Ba Thin 
and now maturing at Phu Hiep in the Republic of Vietnam will ever so continue 
to grow. 




