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I. l1::.ssion and Rf)sour~cs 

D~ing the period 1 April 1968 through 30 June 1968, the 162nd Assault 
Helicopter Company continued to supncrt commitments of the 11th Combat 
Aviation Eattalion. All assigned missions were successful1:y comple.ted 
in a profes.sional l1'.anner, unholding the stand'l.rJs and trp..dii'.ion estab­
lished 'by thE>;" lHh Gr·mh'lt A'\i·';'.~.t;.nn Batt<lli,),l a.nd t'12 'Tul·Lures j

,. T'lle 
self:-'1.,,·lp cor,,,b;;.ct·: .. ;·" .'re,gram h2.5 "Jade large adv;.lJlCeS Un'oughcu+, this 
period under the g'J.idance 01' (;,'i'l-l Grosen. Than.1<s to th~ oi':i'icel' and 
enlisted nen of the flight platoons, new nSf> has been 'i.nstalled in all 
the slick revet,ments and the problem of mud has been almost eliminated • 
otMr Najor:improvements include: 
. " 
1. The maint8n.:\ncn hnngar hl'.s b,,'-n cOll'pl0.u,d. ,'1nd th8 mort.'l.r lind rock"t 
danJage '1;0 t.hn roof nnd. walls I"C'paired. 

," '2. New drainage ditch<;ls and culverts have been constructed in the company 
area which greRtly dApletes the sanitation prohlem. 

3. A new 100 ¥W gener~tor has heen installed. which has solved many of 
our power problems. 

4. A new shower has been built behind the service platoon. 

5. The "Copperhead" alert hootch has bp.€n refurnished and a new shower 
and latrinP. built near it. 

6. A. concrete work area h.~.s bef!n huilt behind the ITI0.SS hall to diminish 
th~ sanitation prohl~m and two new serving lines have been constructed 
inside the mess hall. 

7~ A veget~.ble stor.'lge area and a canned goods storage area have be"ln 
added to the mess hall complex. 

8. A new PSP walk has been constructed ~etw~en the EM and NCO Clubs to 
combat mud prohlf'lms. 

9. A.ir conditioning has b"'''ln installed in the EM club. 

10. The natio' ad.joinin~ the officers club has bo~n enclosed and air 
conditioning installed. 

11. A new roof has been built for the patio and a new floor instal1eld 
in both rooms of the officers club. 

12. The 758th l.fedical Detachment has air conditioned the disoensarv 
which m-'lk€,s it more pleasant fo~ all concerned. 

13. Minor repairs h~ve'been made to most of the buildinps in the 
company area and some of the bunkers have been reconstructe.d • 

.' .. ' 
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lr':;'~ :.=':j~, ',3 ~:-:r,"30nno 1 Ch{~~L2'S .. j :''',\''''~ ~,':'I.l.,:1'~j >i :::ce ,,,'.i.th~n the comp.9.~.r d·'r;.:·~.::. t:11!j~. 
qt:f'.~'~' 'C. On 1 Apr n, )'L] ~ • .' '>. .:,,, .. ~ ~ en.' tile formor 1st platooi1 oommo.nc1<)r·, 
as:~'.ljn~·~ t,'.1,·,) duti"s of oper,~:tjun:i Of.l:i.:31' cUr; to M.":!.,ior 1tl0nzol ru-l:.i:l,+,i':tg- ~."c~ 
tel tli;': :::-;tTtes. LT DAl'M.S r01'iJ. .... C0 A M.':ljJr !\~·, . .nl13n (1,5 1st p1Atnon 'cCll'l11tW,nr:(~r 
and 17 Sh,qnmm ro"'laced C:,')t,'lin !-lay··s ".s 3rd nl"toon comm:lnd"r. CAPtAin 
Hyes l·:ft th" "vlllturos" to go to hatto.lion. CW2 Don.~.ld ltTelch ASSllnnd 
thei dllti'ls of af,s1.stant opcr"t,i.ons office1'. 

tJl :1 .;~'t;·.('i·l U.l,:-:':'!: ..... S "'i,'JL;'t'":~" ru::,·'L:i.,)n of 1:,8rS(iLJ,n.'1':" ',,'.:.ti.:'::I.·:'': ~/!y f.'h:j'·n' K::,"eulan 
g()in~ t.o b0.ttC:.'.ii(l~. vr DGlr1,'1~ VJ\'\~~ oyer thf'! .iob of oprr~.ti0n8 ',jffl':!8j," .~d 
LT l,o'cun,-' tee'l: c()!'lP.'iC.ncl of tho 1st; Fligbt Pl~.toon until Onotflin Goldsch"'irtt 
repL'\Ccd him. 

On 26 Mc'1.y M".jor Tlon.,ld IL Andrnson assUl11('>d commr'.nd of the VnlturGs, rer>l,o.o­
ing M.-jor J.~lll('.S '3. Th''l11pson, 

On 10 J\lIlEl !1-'\jor "'~.1l1 RnEltz rnnJ_,\cRd. l{,.ior Allen Ilrnsottc 11.S rlxccuti.ve 
officer l~h(m !~o.jor Bresotte rot-ted sto.tr.side. 

On 25 Jun0 I{- j or Ftnctz moved to 12th Greup ~.nd C"nkin Gol dschmirlt took 
over tho nastion of exccutivn officm:. LT Loturco e.p:ain accentod comm~.ncJ. 
of the 1st Flight Plntoon, 

LT B"'ITOH r"nlnccd CW2 T"elch "sassistFlnt oPcr1).tions officer when CTN'2 
Welch rotc.tod stateside ~.nd C('.ptnin Robinson replaced C1'.Dt".in Shrmnon ('.s 
3rd phtoon comm-.ndor whon CV.pt"it1 Sh,'.n"'on wns wounded in ?ction while 
covering n combat c.ss,':'.ult. 

WOl Thom".s l':'.ys rcmlaccd CW2 Ch".rl£,s B. TNeEldo.s Conso1ic1Jlt~rJ Sunoly ,on(l. 
PEa due to CVl2 "eed I s rotation to r:C1'US. 

"'T'---.---.,-----------. 



101st Airbc~:'le D~vision 
J$t Inf~ntry Divi~ion 
9th Intrl.lltr:r Di,rj :-:i~)(!. 
25·~h IYd,'H.':::L-ry :il; ~.",:~,Jn 
5'ch h::-Tij] D:1 Vik t c,:: 
199th LIght Infant:::-.)· Brje,o.de 
1st Australian T'l.si{ Force 
5th Specia.l Forces Group 
II Field Forces Victor 
l".A.CV 
CmG 
Cl".AC 

'fotal Missions Flown 
Total Sorties Flown 
Tons of Cargo Carried 
?ass~nrcrs Carried 
Total Flight Hours 

8,574 
28,286 

476 
51,349 

8,543 

NUlliber of Aircraft Hit b.1 Ene~ Fire: 
UH-IC 
UH-lD 
Nwn'0er .of Aircre.ft Lost: 
UH_IC 
UH-lD 
NumbE'r of Aircraft Recovered: 
UH-IC and UH-lD 
Crew M:3mbers Wounded: 
UH_lC and UH-lD 
Number of Crew MPmbers Killed: 
UH-lC and 1ll1·.lD 
Hostile Injuries in Company arna: 
(Shrapnel) 

~------.----~-----------------~-, 

Al'R MAY Jll:"T 

2 4 3 
4 9 5 

0 0 0 
01- 0 0 

.3 7 9 

0 1 0 
, 

." 

0 0 0 

0 6 2 
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':,l~v .i.('·:!~r: ··'J·l.;.~·,Jr~SIl t~~,.,: "101.1 .~~~\,": !.~(rrJ'~:J ·,:Z Ap~"ll and tho n~w qu..~~·\.ir·~r b:.r 
l'J·Jp..:r:i.n~~ ,').':"J. 11 Apri 1 Fool': gP.,rrt8 vr~ .. !,.~t'··.::'·' -.:::.,) il I Whila supporting e :eliJ::)r\'r.~ 
ei: ··;il" ~,,~ Infantry Divisior, out u! :::'1.~ r.~~ and tho firc support b.·c$o 
at }!.:>;::',:.lliy I, the "Vultllreli:: An(;Olmtel,.,d hostile mortar rounds' and an 
"Apri.l ~'olll;l surprise from "Uhflrlie". The> "Vultures" r~varsed the trick 
end flew thCl ccc·p without a scratch, lea .... ing "Ch""rlie" with an empty bag. 

I ..... f) """"""'-',1 th": .;/,,-. .. , .. , ",'n:' T~J..'~'~" T:'~.~/'':!..l.·OI) 'r'~:lI"'(J (T.:'{;;·I,'\ '.-.~ '·,~··~"':'1·"·(1 ""he da"T J'.I. '. _.' • .,. ,I .... J U. t.~., J ~-v("","".J J.\,.,.;,.~ 1..1 ....... J, .... ~ .. I c .••. .\.I. 1,.;.:.1_ .... LI-.. v .J 

i·(-':rf::7t:ni:;e 1'1"',.'''; -s·t:hel,,))~!. liln'l~\t~n:;t~~e on the aircra.ft and t,l..:ddn[; improve .... 
r.unts 1n the c c.:il:~';P..lly area. 

The following day the "Vultures" supoorted olt'lmellts of the Wlst Air­
borne Division and later in the day were on stand-by for the 1st In­
fantry Division. 

On 5 April it was noted tiJat the prev1.ou6 month had been a record 
setting OM for 162nd. The "Vultures" flew 3,119 hours, breaking their 
previous record of 3,057, set in August 1~67. The 4e7th Trans Dot along 
with tho service' platoon helped the "Vultures" StOlt thn now record by 
providing tho 'lxcellent maintennncCl reguirAd for utI-lIs in Vietnam. A 
total of 32 ~IS wor~ pulled during March. K~jor Andreson, (then the 
commander of the 407th Trans Det) cr0dited 18 of the ?F,ls to his own nk~n 
and ]J~ to the sorvico platoon of the 162nd. 2LT John Davenport, platoon 
leader of tho s~rvice platoon r~mArk0d that it was the b~st month he had 
ever serm for the "Vul tures" • 

On 6 Anril thp. "Vultures" and "Copp<:!rh"'~cls" of the 162nd Assault Holicoptor 
Company supported II Field Forcos in Direct CC'mbn.t Support. The 162nd 
flew ovt'lr 97 hours, 354 serties, and carried 514 passen~~rs and 9 tons 
of cargo. 

On 9 A"ril tho "Vultures" onCG again supported el<'llY"nts of II Field 
Forces all OVBr the III Corns area. The missions wore routine and for 
most of the "Vultures" it was just a tvpical dRY. Howev'!lr, WO Jal1r"s 
Wright had an unscheduled change in his mission when he heard a distress 
call from a aircraft just wst of V,mg Tau. we Wright responded to the 
call "nd aided in a search for the stricken aircraft. Tho soarch of tho 
choppy" watc>rs just off the coast lasted for over thirty minutes before 
any signs of the aircr""ft were found. Then a dust~oft aircraft spotted 
a seat cUEhion and pnrt of tail rotor. This sparked now hopo and before 
leng the .::rew of six WRS spott8d on a Vietna!rose fishing vessel. The 
dust-of:' aircraft Inndod on the unsocuro bench. With we Wright n"ing 
covt'lr, the downed crnw ran from the Cldgo of the wat~r to tho rescUe> air­
craft. After the excoitellymt W,os over the crew safely eVacUI'Ited, WO 
Wrigh~!s crew chief, SP4 Michnol Gr ... nt, r~morknd, IIIIM.gino how I felt 
wi th :ust one door gun to cover the dust-off". 

On 9 April tho 162nd supported infantry units in the L.~i Kho nnd Quan 
Lei .,rc~.s. Tho day was routine except for e. light encol1nter with 
Chn:lie by CW2 Charl,'ls R. Sl'lnd(lrs, a pilot of the arll\Od pl".toon, tho ' 
I\C~prcrho"ds". C',;r2 Snndors rClported thnt while flying south of I)uan Loi, 
l\~h"r1ie" took n fow shots at him. Althourh th<:'>re Wns negativo dl'lm-'\gCl 

., 
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':'~.' , .. ;',.- ,:.,.::,":'r:.:.~' .,;:;J he Wc.s .i.,:~r,r..:·:· '1",;~;'~',:: <:,~ ::.:~:J"illg.~ I:WCI rcturnc:'!d th0 ;).r,':') !i'~~;;. 
ci.:;.::.=.i·t, ~1 '.', t:i.rrr~ to tD.kc n clu:":0 ~.:,t\'.;. ~:~.'~ ::.c~~t"~:ts. 

0:-. j.U :,r'i':.j. the 162nd and one of the:'.l· ~iL·;·.(,r compnnins, the ,,,,obinhoods" ,. 
wc:-c ''!l[!r'eu,~. :m " large opnration in SUfPCl''i; of tho 1st Infantry Divisic.n. 
The.; ijllL ,~o:'l;J.~.nbo wel"O assigno:i tho tD.ok ,11' extracting Glll:ronts. of tho 
"lHg Hod Ur." t'r':,J :.L l:::-t1:,T '~"r!.testr::u :.\1'01.\ :11:: mil,,:! nvrthw(;st of Lai I<ho. 
'111c ;~.:: .... :.;- f.t·~I"f.; ·:~",~",!..e~ ",;ere (":;.::,tn:.ct.:-.d wi-I:.hou·c ir~cidoni:,; h~~c~r the!) second 
fJ':;'E:.t"·,·, .:.: li'7 :::::::;unt()rod l::'ght enomy- contact ,\S tll''Jy we!',," on i'im:L 
af.pl~oacil to tX10 t:;i::k-up ~ono. 

Imrnedilltely, two light fire te>P..ms o)Xlned up on th", 'lrna with supprossivn 
firo to cover the slicks and addition,~l fire tCJ!lJJlS lro'Y.'e scrambled out of 
Lai IlliG to give added protoction fnr the slicks of tht'! 162nd who wore to 
have their turn at the hot pZ. As the first "Vultures" fligl'>ts made thoir 
final approach, hnp.vy 1).utom!ltic weapons firo "".s received from tho cnol1\1. 
The "Vultures" continued the approach and whil", in the pi-:k-up zone tho 
automatic woapons_fir~ continued and RFG rounds began poundin~ tho. area. 
SP4 Michael Gr,'mt, a cr!:'w chiof on onn of the ships statfld, "I saw the 
nutomdic we:-.pon th".t was firing at us, but it w"tS to clos€) to our troops 
to risk firing nt." The slicks were then put into !l.n orhit south of tho 
pick-up zone as nir and ~tillory strikes softonod up tho area around the 
troops. Then, with soven firo teams on station tho slicks were called 
b~.ck into tht' arr-n to extrnct thCJ reIn'lining troops. D",spi te he,".vy 0n<'ll1\1 
fir0, th'~ sUcks continu.. .. lly d-sccndnd through thn ",nemy- fir<:' to complete 
their mission. Tho "Copp(~rhr)"ds", and tho oth",r gun teams did 1m outst·'.nd­
ing job of covcrinF, but beclluso of tho complete dovnstation of tho !l.rB~ 
tho confirmod enemy dead WIS unknown. It WRS 11 long day for th" "Vultur"s". 

On 13 April the 162nd was on stand-by for tho II Fi~ld Forc~s. Although 
they wore not called out, the day was put to good usc making imDrovclOOnts 
around tho comp~ area and working on the aircrRft. 

On 15 April the "Vultur's" once agnin supported tho 1st Infnntrv Division 
in comb~.t nss1).ults and resupply. WO Tom Hnys was fortullllte beolluse his 
mission wns to fly Miss Knntucky from Di An to L~i Khe to perform in a 
show for troops of the 1st Inf::>.ntry Division. The dl\Y was cl1m.'\Xod wjth 
a form."l supper in honor of dnp.'lrting "Vulture-s" and "Cop)Xlrheads". , LTC 
Hob1:>s, "Red Dog 6", W1'.S nn honor~.ry gusst ns hll wns rotating st'tt"sid",. 

On 16 April the 162nd supported II Fi?ld Forces and performed sin~le ship 
missicI1S :loll over tho III Corps ar(1!l. Sunplyillg ARVN celnj::ou..'laS with 
ric0, providing ground cOllun:md0rs tho inval\U\bln mr,...ns of r('connp.issnncc 
for llpcominf, op0rn.tions, "tnd provit'.ing for comm . ."nd nnd control of operat­
ions in progress was 1'111 p:!rt of thC') day of II Field Forcns "'Ish and 
tr~.sh" for the, "Vultures". 

On 24 Anril the 162nd Aslt H,'l Co brom .~noth('>r record. "Whil- supporting 
tho 3rd Brig:'.uc of the 101st A1:>n Div wo nirliftnd mOl'e troops tod".y thnn 
wo gon ·r".lly do in a wer·k,t: rem".I'~d M.ojor J",m~s 11:. Thompson, cOMtp.'\ndor 
of tho 162nd. The "VultuX":'s" airlifted two comnloto battP..Uon of tho 
.3rd Boo • into positions noar Bion Hon nnd in doing BO broke thoir own 
record by tr'lns'porting ovor 1700 troops in R)JT'rox1.mot,ol,v six hours. This 

------.. -·'1----
____ , ___ • _____ "' __ • I 
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",'. ':.:: than ~. :. :--..•.. -: " ... ·.-"-.·,·:""u in this amount ~.J l.~l;;'" 
'r j. .:. 'J ;.llg in c01.1n't:c:v :i,:. .! )1('( I, 

'.'r~, ,_ ,':. '·;he "Vultures" iJ'i,r-:::t th~. <:,:, ,- '''l'oparing for the upcoming 10 
:L".'·;.".' ". , , ,·r .. :end '~orking on th;> aircraft,. ::'u was the first complete main-· 
v~.,,, .. ·_, . I :·::.arl~'t dovt:.'l t 1F3 162nd :'.3d exp6r·:1.f.:l ~,:,;o:t. '::.11 r!onths;I and "f~1:-:.~ put to gooc~ 
U~~_. ~":"J.;'~il;r·"'·~~·~ d:~~" tIle? 'lI-:;':.1ture:: I; .:~~~.~'; ·/i.:::rj.-:t'~i :1~r tT."1:- ~hs'c.hj.gu:ir;hcd 
r:.~.~, ..;~.:. ~:"Il~~~' · .. t.' .:' .. ' tl:.~ 1:';:,11 ul'Ot''.1J Ccm1")'.t u:ler, C cllo~::'b '.t. ~::'ai~:~ .:: :!:~t" .. ~li! the now 
::;.~:': .i..~[.:"t. .. t.dli ~,'~ ·.:'~.h:;)and.":"'·i 1'1'8 Baw.uan"l 

On 27 April PhllOC Vinh had a well Imown cp.lebri ty in the area. He was 
the star of the Daniel Boone televiDion lJeries, Fes:! Parker. Mr Parker. 
was on his vacation and decided to visit the troops in Vietnam. 

During the month of April six aviators departed the l62nd for C"~TT'S. 
Among those le~ving were Maj~r Paul A. Wpnzel, the former operations 
officers; Captain Georg", L. Andrel~s, the formr gun platoon l€lader; and 
four Chief Warrant Officers; CW2 William H Shenhan, C'N2 Duncan K .• Nosworthy, 
CW2 Gerald L. Racy, and CW2 ~hillip D. Sharp. 

On 2 May, Hhile on ready reaction status for II Field Forces, the l62nd 
was scrambled to the area ~lest flf Loc Ninh. A cOlTlOany of CmG soldiers 
was nicked up at their base camp near Thu Due and flown to 10c Ninh to 
stano by for further deployment. 'While airborne, the flight was briefed 
on the urgency of the miSSion, an insertion of'a search P4Tty in an 
attempt to loc~te eight missing friendly personnel, 6 CIDG and 2 U.S. 
A long range patrol had stumbled into a heavily fortified NVA trPnch 
and bunker complex, and an attempted extraction undor fire had resulted 

·:!.n two helicopters shot down and eight people missing. The "Vultures" 
arrived in late afternoon and began the insertion, one ship at a time, 
into the area where one of the helicopters from another unit had been 
downed and destroyed by enemy fire. Tactical air and artille.~ strikes 
had temporarily driven the enemy back, and it was decided by Major Thompsoh 
to begin immedi~tely to get full utilization of the element of surprise. 
The first five ships inDerted without drawinp: fire and shortly thereafter 
the search team loc~ted the eight missing KIA r s in the vicinity of the 
destroyed hel icopter. The extraction was then initiated, again on(l eh!.p 
at a time due to the si'ze gf the lnnditlg. mane. Th(l first two ships in 
were lCk'lded with the KIA'/! and mis oolltlncous gear. and equ;l.pmei:lt. Tho 'k-j, 
of carrying and loading was overwhelming the ClDO search team and i., o.~,k ... • 
to exnedite and not over exryose the ships by excossive ground timn, th~ 
cre~: ":'liefs Imd gunllGl'S voluntarily dismOllnt-ea and directed the lop.ding. 
The-;,):' quick actions ennbled thE) extraction to be cOTr'Pleted.· Had many more 
precious minutEls been ~msted in l09.ding the first two ships, chalks 6 and 
7, who dre.' heavy fire on take-Clff and reported a company-sized NVA unit· 
closing fast on the 12, might not have made it out. However, the mission 
was brought to a succeSSful completion when the Vultures returned to 
Phuoc Vinh at 2200 hours that evoning. 

(h 3 May the "Vulturr,s" supporte.d elements of thz 1st In! m.v ill a 
battalion-sized lift r.n th another assault company of the 11th Battalion. 
Later in the morning, the "Copperhead" fire team spotted five North 
Vietnamese soldiers in the lnnding zone and Ilrderod fire. Rep.rts 

._-------- --------_._--,-_. 
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:r.1...~r ""'l:. ",".;',F,t' ~.!l tho \~.'1')' ;~:;',,:~';.':.,,~,~. ';~ .. ,"J -:';1'''.' ~'ldro killed, one 'W·'Y,·.,~t)J(i;. 
,";:',( '·.I"/",~·nd as a J:l.A.·C;\~;t. ~'\:--':''''l'; :,..r,' L,!-II' ... ~1r.opT>arhe.q,dstr actiqn. ~ .. , ,', 

o~, ! ,: 'Y, r"(Jn::tld R. Blallche> ~b I a trcd,c ... ,c,: :llI'Of'lctor for the 162nd AsJ'\' Ho', I.' .. ·• ),(, < :!'.·hc~.R.('. under the -i ".;.-:,_,\b-:L:. ["c,,'<, ::.;'.s;;m3nt ~onus progrrun fer a lu.r(,~) [.1:.:<n of $10 ... IjO;")._ Spnr.1.'l'J. i J-f:. Bl,QnclH':;,i:·1-,( \or~.t.~~ +i~O lo417~h tr..an~,that SFC R,.'... . J. <'" ,.~, '." ..•. " ." ~. tt:c r · ," ~ ,,'j " .. ",.' .~. ,,- " ":.~ nor,' ''':: ", m' '>.10)-" .: n ..• "".r, "l,.,'~.I.:.' .. "1,.'';1 , v,< l_.~l. \' t ...• '"~,A'4 ' .... 1.'.1 .... ~ . .,. .H.r\l,~o Sr' . ~' .. ;.' .'. , ....... ".", ,::j ~:._~ ::~'!'~~ :.'l~ri·. ::c~li,.d':.li=Jg or1gin~1 ':-;JE;;~iiC0':':' ,Jf 'the 16~r:.c1o eG.,':, ".:~ ';:. fl-: .. :~r·".'~:,,":·.~ \,,~.::'h ~!le '~1:7J;, In February of 1966 ",,~om F'b Banning, 
G~:n'gia, he star'Cod his tour as a PFC serving as 11 crew chp.if on a "0" ,model Hl"'Y. - Billc" then he has worlred his we.y up to ::ll'lecia.lis:i;6, 'E6 ant: tho title of Technical InsPector 'for the "Vultures"., '.' 

On 6 M:\y tho "Vultures" supported elomcmts of tho 25th. InfDiv in th~ • Cu Ct.i arell. It was a hot d'lY in more ways thl'.n ono':i'or tho "VultureB~. Throughout tho d..V tho tl3n slicks and three. gunships weire rcpe,'ltolv sub-, jocte>d to intense small arms fire and mortnrs. 

During the first ins~rtion tho f.light received small Arms ~nd a.utom~tio w0apons firo while on a wide left base into the landing zone. The flight continuDd the aporoach and upon touching down received mortar rounds in the immcdbtc area. Displ:wing tho professionalism and datermination toot the "Vultures" arn notnd for tilo flight calmly marlmd the cno,"" postions wtth smolro and dClo,ortcd tho arc". Tho Coppcrhend fire.te.nm rollod in Lend helped to sllnnco tho enemy firo. 

And so the, pnttnrn was set for the I'0m.'linder ofthc day. Til1P.·nndtimo again tho "Vultures" flight rocdvcd 'fire on final 'md continUf'i~' theil:'" approach, only to rocc1ve mortars and ~P(l's in the l.':lndir.g,'·zone .• ':I~ waii the prof"ssionalism and skill exhibited by each avi.c"ltcr a:ld cl'C'W"in ... inber thnt accounted for no injuries and the mission OIlCO Ilgp.in sucossfull.v· cO!l<plct£:d in tho outstanding rn.".nmr that the 162nd is known for¥l'tha \nI Co'ps aroa ,,' . ,""",' 

~ 8 May the 162nd c .. mbinod competont flying ability with p::'ofessionalism an:! flexibility to perform insertions and F.)xtrf'.ctions in the hostilo arop.s. surrounding Saigon, and Thu Due area. working continuously, the "Vulturfli~" performed' over 600 sorties, lilir lifted 1,295 troops and logp.ad ovor 150 hours of flight time in the courSEl of the day •. 

On :1 M'\:( tho 162nd was on Roady Ro~,ction Force until a call ~!!1fm:c,~;~lti;#' to inS(lr"~ re in:.:'orcomonts into the ARVN compound at Bl\ Dop •. 'l'bO·J~t)~bdiili. ,,,,~. had boon th,' target of repoated Viot Cong lind NVA attacks ~};n(Xl:'!'4p.~ik~" tho Il.j.ght before ~.nd the insertion was delayed almost an Hou:t: dU@;",t:.o 'the continued hr:avy mortar and rocket attlOlcks. Tho two flights oft~w do­pllrtGd tho pick-up zone at Song P('> 11.nd h()~dod t.owards tho IIhotll~;~n.<;iing 
• " ~ .• " -I"'" " zone. The first flight went in and rocnived light small arms .. ,;ekEr"Qn fin'.'.l. As the second flight of fiv'Ii), lnd by lLT Harlan M. Schiop~;" approached the landing zone Ii heavy barrngo of mortars and roc~~~,s .".' '. crashed doW!! UPOIl the area. LT Schiebe nuicklv led his fiip;ht IIwaY .. ·,ft:'om the fire whilo p.gnin getting into position to lAnd in hopes ofrelrinSing the much needed roinforcemcnts. Agllin the landing WllS IIttompted,.butllgnin tho ground erupted in ~l storm of enemy mort,~rs. Ronlizing th~' mad for the 
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;t"~,(,·:/,.'· .. ~ .... t:-'lC::r··,3,, LT Si;n:"'''~'>J !·r~·::·'·((:: :\ h'~~~ l:~di~~ ~cnc ~:~ tho f~I,_,t:. ~)~~.·bll" i,·~·· .r~,','" ;":~!': ,~om.pPna ;.:~;.:, _I •• ~~, •• , .... • '.',' : •• l!'L ~.IJ.l'lDh"Coo annmy wern r:;I«:.. .. ~:~:!.c .... 

~*: .. lng. ThC' fli~,~·il, (;.~~ ""~ ~ ,,;) ,;.:':.1() t;;":prCk.'lch. ns if goint;' -h '~·~tt) 
,~'", , :tding zone and .:.h '"b'C c< r,(»,\':', ,''''','''' nrior to touchdcnm tv ~\,,;, n,'" ",",:.':' '." .. ,~"., the troops in ";'C' I"""J:' :",'.'::"',', d area. Once agn:in th€l'l'o:-:all:-" ", ,'" r:~'.lld be obs8,~v,'(;, "y,,,,:.c'ci:l./; .. :1 a hail of nnel:Iy' mortars, 1,-,.'.',; ,'~ ",c .•. " .. nil ~l.\d "U",'l11 fo')lof4.~ ']~lG i..-ili(J l.:,:'>'~·; '!, III bor::n :=;ur:cs.t:::!:';..11y cornp·i.rd~(;d !:'.r,( ;.; .... r:: -I,"'r"- ,~:::~.~ :.~ "<.:, ::.r<' .. ;··~·~J ;,}:'/~ :;'. ;'i,; ... '.; .,.~,:, ... ~.<,.(~ .. ~. to t·Le n(!t~.r·"(;y'" 

,;".-. , .• '","'-',"::-.' ·or."·',',',,' 'n-l"~l" Ollrl" '17':1'.") 'j',n' n II TT"·.L'.: .•. .,..,,,.·.I ':'-··· .. ""o~ ... ·;··::·· .. l'~ ('cnr ... ir:~·od , ....... , .... H~~. ", .... ~o', ..... u. 'J"" '.~"'~ ", .• "'\0> .-, ............. 40tf ,I ~J_·I (,'. ,- -:. ,:,.: .. l'f:L~-.~. ,:. -.t71d d.~l.nge!'c::"3 mission by exhiL1ting tho p:t."'(,if-:;s~1 on.n.11.sm ::,;d, ~K:lll that. m,'1.iro,1 th" l'":une, "Vulturos" stand (),J..~ among all others. 

On 10 M.c'\y tho 162nd WIlS utiliscd most. of tho d.c'W b~.r the 1st lnf Div p,:>r.­forming combat assaults. Worlr:ing in somn of to." ~10rst weather in months tho "V111tures" inserted over 930 combat rr,'ady troops in tho r!',in drnnchod Ilrop..s south of Sa1g40n and tho equnl'J¥ d'-lllp 'Irens nnar Lai Kho with holY'S of halting tho now wave of fighting that corlIOOtl'led :in enTly M-'lY. 

Whilo supporting II ~'1Ald Forons on 12 M'l.v a "CopP'-'l'h,·ud" 1'1.1'0 toam was oallod on to fly security for 0. dOWIll)d NHVY Otmship :in the NIln 130 aroa 1mt11 f\ Chinook could recovor it. WO J'lnJ,':',S Hnrt WIlS nlso closo by to L~nd a holping hl'.nd nnd divf,rtcd from his mission long enough to nick-np and rpturn tho: downed crow to NIle Be. 

On 13 MW thn 162nd supported clonrnts of th(1 1st lor Div :in and arOlmd tho Phu Loi-ki Khc '1rr,e. in 11 rQ,thor routino morning. HOW':'ver. the o.fkrnoon brought n"M ,'\dvf,nturo to tho 162nd as thny woro cnlled upon to extr~.ct n unit of tho 1st Inf Div that dccb.T'od n tllcticnl nnnrgc;noy after seVGn hours of hoavy contnct just south of Song Bo. Perform:ing in thC'1r us~'11 outstanding monnc:r the 162nd comploted tho mctraction wlthout incidont although wOllthor conditions W(lro mnrr.innl. Rc-d Dog 6 LTC Bn=n 11th Battalion Commnndcr was quoted I1S snying, "Tho Vulturos h.'1VC !!'gain performed in an outst~.ndin~ m",nnCr in a difficult situation." . 

On 14 M. ... y tho 162nd W:lS on Rc1.'''dy R0cation Forc';, for tho 199th Light lnf Bdo. At 1030 hours thO) call c'\1TI<' for the 162nd to Ilirlift troops :into rul oren northwest of Binh Chnnh. As th'l "Conpcrhoads" fir" team wns prc- , ppillg n hoavily vogetatod IIrCIl 200 IIlI')wrs wr;,st of tho landing zoro. con .. · tact was !linda nnd one gunship r~ ci<wI)d 11 hit in the L"lft rockot pod. H:" wingmnn Quickly si10nced th:l fire and the mission was comnlntod withou'~ further incident. 

On 15 '-L'IY tho "Vultures" combined with thl) "Rohinhoods" of the'. 173rd to cxtr',ct 1st Inf Div troops from night defrnsivn pOSitions located :in tho Tan Uycn a!'On nnd Inkr :insort"d several units two .kilo1!lClWrs north of Phu Loi for n SW(·cp of thCl ,1I'ea. 

Tho 16th of M:lY snw tho "Vulturas" agl',:in involved :in II battalion-sizo lift wi th th" "F.obinhoods". Th,·, d,'lY went without incident ruld the "Vultures" returned to tho roost with 106 hour:3 of flying timn to thei~ cred'lt. 

On 17 ~hy tho "Vultures" supTlorwd tho 1st lnf Div,tn Il.innob:i:l.e assl\ultS .. Thn dny was routinc- for tho 162nd. performing :in thdr usual outstll.nd:ing manmr '\nd being complim0ntnd by .~n of the ground commandors. Aftnr tho flight hnd returned nn nwards and decorntion crrmony was h~ld in honor ot corta:in IIl'Jmbcrs of tho 162nd. The following is n list of those who recoivad llW1l!'dSI 
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-;"1': • 
'We-l u1'O:' .-illll.lgh 
.;01 Gresham" 
WOl Harpo le 
WOl Stowell 
WOl WestmorQlk~d 
SSG'Tnylor 
SSG Tomlin 
SSG Powers 
sP4 Chucmc(\k 
S\>4 H~,rold 
SP4 Rwomann 
S"", 4 L",~, 
SP4 wo 
sp4 fu~ros 
S1'4 r10rris 
5"4 l'bnD. 
sP4 Reilly 
S"4 S0.ncocal 
SP4 Smith, J 
sp4 Sylvl)stor 
SP4 Weddle 
sp4 Winch 
PFC Bounds 

'.1'FC Bryan 
PFC Dominy 
Prc Gallagher 
'PFC GrMt 
1'FC Johnson 
'PFC Rhcn 
'PFC Thoissen 
PFCUlrich 

"'; ... , 
. ~) 1.:' 

f .: ~., ':: '(', ' 
~.:~: '-"' .. \~: 
',:' ::'l'in 

SP~~ ~3l.J,··d:r­
grIt .6.)!.:·.':·: 
S1>4 Doolin 

On 19 ~~ tho 162nd supportod clemonts of the 1st Inr Div in tho Lei Khe nnj Qu.'1n Loi are~.. During tho secend li1't ncnr Qulln Loi the lo~,d gunship, flown by CPT llichnol Shnnnon, was hit by hol!.VY automo.tic weapons 1'irc and CPr Shannon took n round through th<'l log. Tho nircr.'\i't Wf.'.S flown to Quan Loi and tho mission wns complctC'ld without further in­cident. 

On 20 M.'\Y the 162nd was on Rc!',dy Renction Force until 1100 hours whon th'1y were callod to the :lid 01' tho "lllmull" who h,'\d COll\P. into contact ,with enemy rorcr.s near Tan An. Tho "Vultures" l~ere utilizod to insort A'FlV1-T troops into tho arCl1\ 'md <:Jxtract the wounded. L.'\nding within 75 metors of oxploding anomy mortars, the "Vulturos" mcdovncod owr a' dozon ARVN troops to Tan An and complotC'ld tho mission without incim:nt. 
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I' '; :~: .. ",I.' ~.'.~ !h~' ': .. ~"lLl "\:,.',.!."~' ... :... ,';'':;':,-;. ~..:,r41:Jbl(ld to SUPPOr.t 1., ii,,': J.D',;:;;', 
,., ·~"":~,":~0::..;.1', of D';,l,;:' :'l'" ',~ ;i,:,', . >" .':! '('.'!.-,(} nvoning ~ heo.VY'·":J·.l.""'"t"·:d:;";' of . . i',s nnd mort:',rs" C,.""l;)J. a I', :j~/'·.l :> "" h.~d como :t'rom tJlis '.:'.~~";:l. " I"loncord Fire Sur' . ::"'K' .,;,: 1rosc:."':.c.d in i:l!e ricn pa':dios 

~ .. br,ck-Y.:l!'d in :\), ',':11';';:' t;, ,:·".-h him :rcd-hl'.nded. 

~>':'.~,: .~~::~."', ~ ,~:~ .,,',' .. ~:!~!: .. ::'.;:r,,:~·':' ~'~~'::~'~'~,,:~::'J I~/~~'~'. ~hG" " :'vl. "J."," wi~u ,,_,'~ 11th Conlo"t lJ_,' .... ·•• "'lat"G"LJ.cn l 

? .... 
'":~.\',, .. ! 

":': :':,-""'" '. ,;,":1Vint' illl1nrinntion for the nir;llt insertion" 

011 24 May tho 16~nd supported clomonts of tho 1st Inf Div. The first. lift of tho morning was a fifteen sorties insertion fl'om tha Thu Due water pl<"lnt to Po landing zl'!no two kilom~tors north of "vc Isl..'\nd". Tho "Vulurr'ls" thoncomplotcd n twonty sortio oxtrnction from a night dofinsivo position sovan kilolll:Dv,rs southwest of '!'huoc HOIl to NOrlll'?ndy I. After tho complotion of the twenty 'sortic extraction the "Vulturos" diverted their attention to single ship rQsupply missions until l~to in the ~.y when they reformod to Qxtr(!ct sorno more let Div troops. 

On 26 M1.Y tho 162nd hnd :\ maintenanco st~,nd-down. The dny WIlS utilizod to the fu110st oxtent and at 1700 hours n ehlll1go of camn..md cormony WIlS hold. M'?jor Ronl\ld K. Andreson, former 'commnnder of tho 407th Trnns Dot assumed comm:md of tho162nd Aslt Hel Co from 11.'\jor J"llPS E. ThOMPson who VIM rotnting baclc to CONJTS. M'1jor John A. Petric roplnccd M>.jor Andresen ~ comn~dor of the 407th Trans Det. Distinguishnd guests included Colonol Lambert 12th Group Comm,ndor; LTC BnUll1nn, 11th &,tt~,lion Connnnndor; Colonrl Monory, COllul1.-mdor of 3rd Brif"lld-" lOlst Airborn Division. 

On 27 M"-y the 162nd supported II Fiold Forces all ovcr the II Corps are!' .• During tho d,'!Y "'huoe Vinh wns mortllrod ".nd the "Coppcrho~,d" gun telll'l wes sernmbl.'1d to Ap Bo Ln which wns Illeo receiving incoming rounds. The d.'\y W<lS routine fo!! most of the "Vul turr·s", howcwcr WO J,"W'S M. Wri1':ht imd his crow he,d n rnther unusual d!'.y. While milking ~.n I',erinl rcoonnaiss­nnc" of a ri vnr nonr B.-li Trni two sllmp,".ns ,,-nd VC were spotted ,md t,'\kon und,;r firn in n rostrictl'd ".rOl\. Boca uso of the d(lnso jungle the re-sults of thnt mission could not be confirmod. Howcvnr, l. ... ter in tho day . ~ another snlTlPlln ,:md sevorrtl VC wore sootted trying to hide from tho llil'cr::>,ft.' They :..lso were t.".kcn under fire ,:lnd it was later confirmed bv tho gro,und cornmr,ndcr that the srunnnn wne sUllk nnd on('l VC killod by tho ~pl"'d1s1e::t shooting of Spcci~list IS Gr:\nt rmd "loodcn, tho crew chief and gunner. 
The month of ~hy Sill., five "Vulturos" returning to stntoB~de. Among those wore: Lt Sterling L. Linton, <l formnr "Vulturros" who n'\d moved to bnttal1c.n CW2 Chorlcs E Weed, who W".S tho fOl'll1'''r supply officer; M Chn,rks R. Snndc'rs; CW2 John OIConn~r; nnd Cl."l2 'Phillip C. Wenr.-
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'~:':.'~ ''';·'-'''.711 l1f c.Tt~nil ';'1.; 1;,'" .: ... !:'::~j ' •. ~ 'Vast amoun~ of e:r.::Jf'J!,~.0.:n::;;l ... >, T.~·f.~· ;nol1tljj.; "",1-';,1'" .... , .... '.'~ :, ... ;; n:oet outs"c~liiillg OOJr':i,'_~':~-:'~"':'~ 
',: ..... ,lI have ~rv~.;;:·: ~-{J.:' ~.-: :·l.t~: ',' ~ 1'~:':',~ ?,J '1'hompson, Mn.jor A .... '.<' .1. 
',"0 former Exoeu't',i"" ." ~,; _",: .. ,: '.' .isoorted for crwus ,1'"''''il!'. ",ith five Chief \''', .... ,.,.',.'. ".:"',." '-. They ,were, CW2 JAma~: 1'. . " .. tmeth }!A.ckes.; c: : ..... :'.:., :iJ; .... ':'s, the former supnly ana . '.:";:; C.;2 Wj.lliam D, "·l·.',! .. ',:-:~·)~I: ":"'~ ':JW2 Donald L. Welch. 

~:~h·.' ... '! .. _·~.::.'~ .. ":,:l.~, -t:, .1-. . .• ~ .• ,.'.1.:.-: :,v ;:t~~·;~I..:·rtm~· ~1\\ I??~"~! I'·J.gh·~ Infant!j7' j·c· , " '::':'r': :JortJ.e [, ·i.rmobIe operation northwe,·:t ai' 'l'rA.::g Bon. The ·.Lan.:., ';;( "une wa,: ;.·).:lpared ~r\.i.th artillery and gunship supproc;sion by the . "Cc,pperhead" .. fire team. A total of 180 troops were carried in and at the completion of the mission the "Vultures" ,returned to 1>houc Vinh to stand-' qy on Read,r Reaction Force. 

On 6 June the 162nd supported elements of the 1st In!' Div in airmobile assaults and later with single-ship resupply missions. After the working • day had ended the "Vultures" had two honored gunsts. MIIjor Ooneral Willill.ms, the CG of the 1st Aviation Brigade, paid a visit to the "Vultures. Roost" and SpGlll;. the night along witJl Colonel Powell tllo"U.l·<)ctol' of Arnw Avi.'\tlon. h'ior to t1.t<l,l' dcrparture the next mon-ling thoy were confirl",,<l buuorary-~~,!ultures. 

,:'\Qri"16'Jii:netbeiBznd waD part of !l Rendy Reaction Force ~or the 3rd Corps '.' area, I\nd 8'paRt :the day perfondng "lR.intotllUlce on the aircr'l.ft. The 11th Bnttnlioll <lourler was furnished by tho "Vultures" ... nd while on a mission received several rounds of nuto~~tic weapons fire just east of Saigon in the "Key Holo" aroa. The fire was coming from !\ heav11v pppulatad res­idential aren, so no action could be immediately taken. 

On 18 June the 162nd again euppol't,,<d elamonts of the 1st Inf' Div. The airmoble assaults were from Lni Kho to a lnnding zone about twelvo kil­ometers south of ?:huoc Vinh. The dnv went well and without incidents and the "Vultures" returned to the roost to await another day. ' 

On 20 June the "Vultures" flow combat assaults in support of the 1st In! Div out of Lai Khc to nl:mding zone north and nOl'thwest of IAi Irhe. A. fUte"m sortie lift from Di An to areas south of Thu Due was also como­leted. 

On 28 JullC the "Vultures" fuw for II Field Forces. The 162nd nCopcar_ heads" were called to covor an em<:>rgElncy extr'lction northwest of Nui Ilat While working for an A.ustr'llian Arrrw unit. 'rhe Australill.ns had sevoral ~ople wounded while in contact with tho enonw, nnd the "Copoorhoads" got . one confirmod VC kill. I.'lter they were called in to oover a d\lllll1\'T extract ... ion of a 12 man alIlbush team which had been spotted by tho eoonw. While tho patrol chnnged positions, tho "Copperheads" hit an enemy position 100 yards a~T3Y. 

Also on 28 June WO Gary Drotar, the 162nd Edncntion Officer, arrRIlged for an educntion advisor from Di An to bA in the comPIU1Y' area to give trW md collc;ge entrance ex<'lms. The turn-out WIlS lnrger than clC'OOcted p.nd, need­L~ss to say, WOl Drotar was plensed. 
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. '. :w~~v(n.~., ai":~i ," ':~. '". ~.:', ... ~<." ~'. 1·H.~'::;. completed. p.nd t!:: . .~ ~<::~: 
i;(; "huoc Vinh,' , "', ' .. ', "",Jled cl"III",g~ from ext,".: ": '''J.!,: .,1' the aircraft r. • d ".nd thCl othc r rotuIf:C C" ,'J, . ".(') "Copporhelld~ , ,<,:, ,~': .. .'.':, coverage for' thP. dOWIlE'd 

.;! •. ':'0 ',;liO slicks "".::' ... ':", f.~'" '~"., ;:cd the crew and 0nuipm<'lnt • • ,,'::=-:- <.jl.i:li:-ed .'!TI·-j g/"'lur~l.l :,;"\.,,:'1': "j'f.1:!. ,.~ j.ll" .. n:..~t~d in~~'Q tho? ,q:r'ca to 

Tcking over,rthing into consideration, it hns be~n a M,rd b'ol.t rew'lTding three months. The "Vultures" lost a v:<\st se"minglv irropl:.cea1:>le, 19lnount of oX]lCrience, yet carriod the lo.'ld of a socond anomy offensive without once faltering. Il.ircraft availability rates are Uliequaled by any- comoQl1V in the 12th Avi~tion Group, or the III Corps ~rvn. Overall maint~ncpnce has been outstanding :<tnd out of ronch of ,'.ny- othor unit. 

During t,he quarter the I1113mbers of the 162nd con l,lnl1.'lllv displayed the skill, dc:\;ormiTl.'l~,ion, !Inn Pl'ot',,.,,;lo1,,,,J.:\.sm t.hat has ml'lde, ~nd will cont­inus to m.:lko tho 162nd. the finest assnult helicopwr comp".ny- in the Rcpub lic of Vietn.'ll1I. ' 

m ~hint(mance and' Supply 

During th8 q~.'lrtcr Alrcr.'lft Availibility Rntes were as follows: 

April: UH-IC 78% 
UH-lD 81"% Ovnrnll: 81"% 

May: UH-IC 76% 
UR-lD 84% Overall: 82<t 

June: UH-IC 78% 
UH-lD 86% Overall: &'1': 

Consolicl'l.tod supply rcnorts that there were no short,.'lges of critic.'ll iwms. 
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