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T. M:.ssion and Resources

During the period 1 April 1968 through 30 June 1968, the 162nd Assault
Helicopter Company continued teo suprort commitments of the 11th Combat
Aviation Battalion., All assigned misslons were successfully complated
in a professional manver, upholding the standards and trad11&on estab~

" lished by the 1lth rrmbat Aviation Battaliont and *thz "Vellures? The
gelf-halp constricti.r (rogram Las nade large advances i'.hn.-oughcu-h this

period under the guidance ot Ui Crosen. Thanks to the officer and
enlisted men of the flight platoons, new "SP has been instzlled in all
the slick revetments and the problem of mud has bean almost eliminated.
Other major’improvements include:

PR, - . : ) .

1. The maintznance hangar has bern completed and the mortar and rocknt
danage to the roof and walls repalrad,

"9, Néw draindge ditches and culverts have been comstiucted in the company
' area which greatly depletes the sanitation problem,

3. A new 100 KW generntor has been installed which has solved many of
our power problems.

L. A new shower has been built behind the service platoon.

5. The "Copoerhead" alert hootch has been refurnished and a new shower
end latrine built near it.

6. A concrete work area has been built behind the mess hall to diminish
the sanitation problem and two new serving lines have been constructed
inside the mess hall.

" 7. A vegetable storage area and a canned goods storage area have bezn
added to the mess hall complex,

8. A new PSP walk has been constructad between the EM and NCO Clubs to
corbat mud problems,

9. Air conditioning has beesn installed in the EM c¢lub.

10, The natlio adjoining the officers club has ho*n enclosed and air
conditioning installed,

11. A new roef has been built for the patio and a new floor installed
in both rooms of the officers club,

12. The 758th Medical Detachment has air conditioned the disvensarv
which makes it more pleasant for all concerned,

13. Minor revairs have been made to most of the buildines in the
company area and some of the bunkers have been reconstructed.




isaro <3 worzomel churnges hinmn ﬁ‘.zn fiace within the compeny durius thae-
quart re On 1 April, Melow Uiy hwnlon, the former lst platoon c'o-nm-wnﬁnr,
assunet e duticrs of opersticins U**.L 21 dun to Major Wenzel rotating hack
to tle states, LT Demas renl~ees Major hosulan as 1st platoon commanmwr
and LT Shanncn rerlaced Cantain Hay"s as 3rd nlotoon commander. Captain
Hyes 1:ft the ¥Vultures" to go to battalion, CW2 Donald Welch assumed
the duties of assistant operntions officer.

On 5 aorll lhere wr g ciotin™ ros-bion of =ersciinl . n;:c; ¥y Maior Kreulen
golng to battelici. L Demas voox over the job of operaticas officer and
LT Lotureo teok cc.mm'-nd of the 1lst Flight Platoon until Cauvtain Goldschmidt
replaced him, -

On 26 May Mnjor Rernld K, Andreson assumed command of the Vultures, renlac-
ing M~jor Jomes T. Thrmpson,

On 10 June Major Panl Raetz roplaced Major Allen Brosctte as axecutive
offlcer when Mnjor Presettc rot-ted statnrside.

On 25 June Mﬂjor Kactz moved to 12th Group and Cantain Goldschmidt took
over the nrostion of executive officor. LT Loturco again accented command
of the 1st Flight Platoon, '

LT Barrow ronlaced CW2 Welch as assistant operations officer when CW2

. Welch rotnted stateside and Coptain Robinson replaced Coptnin Shannon as
3rd plotoon commnder when Capt-in Shonmon was wounded in action while
covering a combat assnoult,

WOliThomﬂ' Mrys revlaced CW2 Chrrlss R, Weed ns Consolidat-d Surply »~nd
PBO duc to CW2 “Wgad's rotation to nOMUS,
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L¥ Crezentleonz and Trainang:

The JosLowing unlts were supported during the quarter:

101lst Airberae Division

lst Infantry Division

Gth Infanbry Divisiae

25¢h Trfanlry Tivieion

Bih ARV Oivision

199th Light Infantxy Brigede
1st Australian Task Force
5th Spzcial Forces Group

II Fleld Forees Victor

MACV
CIDG
CMAC
Total Missions Flown 8,57k
Total Sorties Flown 28,286
Tons of Cargo Carried L76
Passengers Carried 51,3Lk9
Total Flight Hours 8,543

Number of Aircraft Hit by Enemy Fire:
UH-1C

UH-1D

Number of Aircraft Lost:

UH-1C

UH-1D

Number of Aircraft Recovered:
UH~1C and UH-1D

Crew Members Wounded:

UH~1C and UH-1D

Number of Crew Menbers Killed:
UH-1C and UH-1D

Hostile Injuries in Company arca:
(Shrapnel)
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Ve Ilund Tvaisures? els ed Ve wennl of Apeil and the new quarser by
Vuaying an Yapril Fool® game or. Prhieriflo™, While supporting elemsnts

- of uhe el Infantry Division out of Lnl I~ and the fire support bisc

q at Nommuady I, the "Vultures”encountered hostile mortar rounds: and an
"ipril #ool' surprise from "Charlie", The “Vultures" r~versed the trick
end flew the cocp without a scratch, leaving "Charlie" with an empty bag.

I T R

_ o 2 Sres Loghr $070d wes Beady Remetion Forve (R3) and uiillucd the day
! pevizering tlvet echelon maintenance on the aircraft and nalkinz improvee
: mants In the cougaly area, :

The fellowing day the "Vultures" supvorted slements of the I0lst Aire
borne Division and later in the day were on stand-by for the lst In-
fantry Division,

On 5 April i% was noted that the previous mouth had been a record
setting one for 162nd. The "Vultures" flew 3,119 hours, brezking their
pravious record of 3,057, set in August 1967, The LO7th Trans Det along
with tho service platoon helped tho "Vultures" set the new record by
providing the axcsllent maintenance requiresd for UH-1l's in Vietnam. A
total of 32 FE's were pulled during March, Major Andreson, (then the

- commander of the LO7th Trans Det) credited 18 of the PR!s to his own men
and 1y to the servlicc platoon of the 162nd, 2LT John Davenport, platoon
leader of the service platoon romsrked that it was the beast month he had
evar geern for the "Vultures®,

On 6 Anril the "Vultures" and "Copperhesds® of the 162nd Assault Helicopter
Company supnorted II Field Forces in Diract Cembat Support., The 162nd

flew over 97 hows, 35L sortiss, and carried 51 passcngzrs and 9 tons

of cargo.

On 9 Anril the "Vulturses" once again supported elements of II Field
Forces all over the III Corns arca. The missions wore routine and for
most of the "Vultures" it was just a tvpical day. However, WO James
Wright had an unscheduled change in his mission when he heard a distrass
call from a alrcraft Just west of Vung Tau, WO Wright respcndad to the
call ~nd aided in a scarch for the stricken aircraft. The soarch of tho
chopry watars just off the coast lasted for over thirty minutes bafore
any signs of the aircraft werc found. Then a dust-off alrcraft spotted
a scat cusnhlon and part of tail rotor. This sparked now hope and before
long the orew of six was spotted on a Vietnamese fishing vessel., The
dust-of alrcraft landed on the unsecure beach. With WO Wright flving
cover, the downod crew ran from the edgo of the water to the rescue air-
craft., After the exceltement wns over the crow safely cvacuatad, WO

; Wrigh3's crew chief, SPL Michacl Grant, remsrked, "Imagino how I folt

' with /ust onc door gun to cover the dust-off",

On § April the 162nd supported infantry units in the Lai Kho and Ouan
Loi arens, Thc day was routine excoot for a light cncountor with

Charlie by CW2 Charles R, Sandors, a pilot of the armed platoon, thoe ’
"Coprerhends", CW2 Sanders reported that while flying south of Muan Loi,
#lharlio® took a fow shots at him, Althourh there was nagative damage




whoeiny o ntoens ity he WS dafer quotn o ds roying. "Wo returned the Jire sud
canitt o or ot vime to take a cluse Loon e icoulis,

On 30 aranl the 162nd and one of their cister companics, tho "™obinhoods",
were engaped wn a large operation in suppert of the 1st Infantry Divisicn,
The wie scompmniss were assigned the task of oxtracting olements of the
"Big Mo Urv™ o g ketly sontested ares six miles northwsst of Lai Yhe,
The Dlsed Slve so0len were extract~d without incidoni, hewevar tho sccond
Flighv vu five susountered 1ignt enemy contact as thay wer< on #inel
approaca to tue cizk-up sonc,

Immediately, two light fire teams opened up on the arra with suppressive
firo to cover the slicks and additional fire teams wore scrambled out of
Ial KXhe to givc added protoction for the slicks of the 162nd who were to
have their turn at the hot PZ, As the first "Vultures!" flights made thoir
final approach, heavy automatic weapons fire was raceived from the encmy,
The "Vultures" continuod the approach and while in thce pick-up zone tho
automntic weapons firs continued and RFG rounds began pounding tho arca,
SPL Michael Grant, a crew chief on ons of the ships statnd, "I saw the
autom~tic weapon thnt was firing at us, but it was to ¢lose to our troops
to risk firing at." The slicks werc then put into an orbit scuth of the -
pick-up zonc as air and artlllery strikes softened up the arca around the
troops. Then, with soven firc tcams on station the slicks were called
back into the arca to oxtrnct the remaining troops. Despite henvy anomy

 fire, the slicks continually d-~scended through the enomy fire to complete

their mission., The "Copperhesrds" and the other gun teams did an outstand-
ing job of covering, but becausec of the complete dovastation of tha area
the confirmed encmy dead was unknown. It was a long day for tho "Vultur~s",

On 13 April the 162nd was on stand-by for tho II Firld Forces. Although
they were not called out, the day was put to good use making imorovoments
around the compary arca and working on the aireraft.

On 15 April the "Vultur-s" once again supported the lst Infentry Division
in combot nssaults and rosupply. WO Tom Mays was fortunate because his
mission was to fly Miss Kentucky from D1 An to Lai Xhe to perform in a
show for troops of the lst Infantry Division, The day was climaxed with
a formnl supper in honor of departing "Vultur~s" and "Copparhoads®h, LTC
Hebbs, "Red Dog 6", was an honorary guzst as he was rotating statrsids,

On 16 April the 162nd supported II Firld Forcons and performed sinele ship
missicus all over the ITI Corps area. Sunplying ARVN cempounds with
ricc, providing ground commnders the invaluable mcans of roconnalssance
for vpcoming opcrations, and providing for command and control of operat-
lons in progress was all part of the day of II Ficld Forces "ash and
trosh" for the "Vultures®,

On 24 Anril the 162nd Aslt Hel Co brokn another rocords "Whil- supporting
the 3rd Prigads of the 101st Abn Div wo airliftod more troops todry thnn
wo gen'ralily do in a woek," romsrked Mojor Jams %, Thompson, compander
of tho 162nd. The "Vulturcs" airliftod two commlote battslion of the

3rd Bdc.into positions ncar Bien Hoa and in dolng so broke thoir own
record by transporting over 1700 troops in aprroximmtoly six hours, This




Pttt than Lo LTl Lz o Lited in this amount of Ul

ceea e iung in econntey i 1YL,
Lo st Bhe "Wultures" spsnt the ov wreparing for the upcoming IG
Wnpperericn and working on the aireralt., .3 was the first complete main-
whoa ans dowd the 162nd had experiencen tn ronths, and wzs put to good
urs. Dwlagp el Ay the WYoiturest el eigiteds yrootwe d1stlaguished
gacet o e oo dlie 179h Grovp Commawder, Colovel Zapt srb, and the pow
130N Sevtalicn Doenandes; LY Sawnan.

On 27 April Phuoc Vinh had a well known celebrity in the area. He was
the star of the Daniel Boone television series, Fess Parker. Mr Parker
was on his vacation and decided to visit the troops in Vietnam,

During the month of April six aviators departed the 162nd for CWIS,

Among those lesving were Majer Paul A, Wenzel, the former operations
officersy Captain George L, Andrews, the former gun platocon leader; and
four Chief Warrant Officers; CW2 William H Sherhan, CW2 Duncan X. Nosworthy,
CW2 Gerald L. Racy, and CW2 °hillip D, Sharp.

On 2 May, while on ready reaction status for II Field Forces, the 162nd
was scrambled to the area west of Loc Ninh, A comoany of CIDG soldiers
was oicked up at their base camp near Thu Duc and flown to Loc Ninh to
stand by for further deployment, While alrborne, the flight was briefed
on the urgency of the mission, an insertion of a search party in an
attempt to locate eight missing friendly personnel, 6 CIDG and 2 U.S.

A long range patrol had stumblead into a heavily fortified NVA trench
and bunker complex, and an attempted extraction undor fire had resulted

*in two helicopters shot down and eight peorle missing. The "Vultures*

arrived in late afternoon and began the insertion, one ship at a “ime,
Into the arca where one of the helicopters from another unit had been
downed and destroyed by enemy fire., Tactical air and artillery strikes _
had temporarily driven the enemy back, and it was decided by Major Thompsoh
to begin immedintely to get full utilization of the element of surprise.
The first five ships inserted without drawing fire and shortly thereaftor
the search team locnted the eight missing XIA's in the vicinity of the
destroyed helicopter. The extraction was then initiated, again one ship
at a time due to the size of the landifig, mome. The first two ships in
were loaded with the ¥IA's and miscollancous gear. and sequlement, The 4o~k
of carrying and loading was overwhelming the CIDG search team and in ordos
to exvedite and not over exmose the ships by excossive ground timn, the
crew talefs and gunners voluntarily dismounted and directed the loading,
Their quick actions enabled the extraction to be corpleted, Had many more
Frecious minutes been wasted in loading the first two ships, chalks 6 and

y who drew heavy fire on take-off and revorted a compamy-sized NVA unit
closing fast on the LZ, might not have made it out. However, the mission
was brought to a successful completion when the Vultures returned to
Phuoc Vinh at 2200 hours that evaning. :

On 3 May the "Vulturcs" supparted elements of ths 1lst Inf Div in a
battalion-sized 1ift with another assault companmy of the 11th Battalion,
Later in the morning, the "Copperhead" fire team spotted five Nerth
Vietnamese soldiers in the landing zone and erdsred fire, Reperts




Tutorw v A the Gy aontion o v s wero killed, one wur.side,
B e coazed a8 e divest votuen o uhe *(Cicpnarhaeads? action,

Qr 1 iy, Fonald R, Blancheits, a techiae ‘usoactor for the 162nd 4&T%

He' e reciliosed under theinwiabls Te-soligimant Ronus program fer a
dumy: era of $10.000.  Speetalish Blancheine wam tho lul75h an. that SFC
Regoyd, vrate A o 1o ROO, Lt endilelod i the LY Ay,

Sy It Tl il i e last Temnining originai werbor of the 18%nd,

SGu iy v YloTnen wiih bhe widtt in ¥ebruary of 1966, from T4 Banning,
Georgia, ne started his tour as p PFC serving as a crew cheif on g 'O
fodel Heey, ™ Sine= then he has worked his wey up to Sueciaiistb, B ané
tho titlo of Technical Inspactor for the "Vultures', o : o

On 6 May tha "Vulturcs" supported eloments of the 25th Inf Div in the °
Cu Cki arca. It was a hot day in more ways than one“for tho "Vulturesy .
Throughout the day tho ten slicks and three. gunships were repeatelv sube.
Jocted to intensc small arms fire and mortars,

During tho first insertion the flight received small arms and automntic
weapons firc while on a wide left base into the landing zone, The flight
continued tho apuroach and upon touching down roceived mortar rounds in
the immediate area. Displaying the professionalism and datermination
that the "Vultures”" are noted for the flight caimly marked the enemv-
postions with smoke and deverted the area, The Copperheand fire team
rolled in «nd helpsd to silenece the enemy fire, :

And so th~ pattern was set for the romainder of the day. Time and time
again the "Vultures" flight rcceived fire on final and continusd tho
approach, only to roceive mortars and RPG's in the landirg-zone, Tt was
the profrssionalism and skill exhibited by cach aviater and crew Momber
that accounted for no injurics and the mission once again suceasfully
compleved in the outstanding manner that the 162nd is kmown for in the
LIII Cerps arca L

3n 8 May the 162nd cembined compotont flying ability with professionalism
and flexibility to perform insertions and extractions in the hostilo arces,
. surrounding Saigoem.and Thu Due area, Working continuously, the "Vultoprast
performed ‘over 600 sortiss, air lifted 1,295 troops and logped over 150
‘hours of flight time in the course of the day,. ’

o

On 7 Mny the 162nd was on Roady Reaction Force until a call Wagirot ;
to insert reinforcements into the ARVN compound at Bt Dop, . Tha. Eoimp unﬁ-‘

binda
p

had been the target of repeated Viet Cong and NVA attacks sinca " Lat, ke
the night before and the inscrtion was delayed almost an h‘burdueh;!';o'the
continued heavy mortar and rocket attacks. The two flights of fivd do-~
parted the pick-up zmone at Seng Pe and hondod towards the "hot":Ianding
zone. The firgt flight went in and rocnived light small arms. LAréon
final, As the second flight of five, lod by 1LT Harlan M, Schiche,"
approached the landing zond a hoavy barrago of mortars and rocknts

nid e, ¥

crashed down upon the area. LT Schisbe auickly led his flight, iway.ffon
the fire while again gotting into position to land in hopes of relessing
the much nocded reinforcoments. Again the landing was attemptod, but agnin

the ground eruptod in a storm of enemy mortars. Rualizing th~ need for the

et

7
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rocreees e, LT Sencio e rercl o et landing wene at the Pot of thn
LR QOMERAA wad )L St e takd wideh the cnemy wern rpcscdic..
ot erlng, The FLIDWE 6.

. e e soproach.as Lf golng Yo e
fereooonding gome and chanwcd couvet 5wt pricr to touchdown to suGoge.
Tuest owh the droops dn viv new i Lo d area.  Once again the' ro:mo:-
freetn vows avald be obserend Cropnadiile o hall of onery mortars, bLud
Vowrovel had baan fosled; e two Lifee ol baen sucessftlly complintcd
Al WL man ool tesired UYL e Srouated b0 the nessiy
oo U D inendone, Onoe again who MY9liagst suueessiully completad
e ST gad dangercus mizsion by oxhibliting the professionalism

oud Ck1XL that imakes the pame, "Valturcs" stand out among all others,

On 10 May the 162nd was utilised most of the dav bv the lst Inf Div por-
forming combat assgults, Werking in some of the worst weather in monthe
tho "Viltures” inserted over 930 combat rmady troops in the rain drenched
arcas south of Saigen and tho cqually damp arcas near Tal Khe with hop~s
of halting tho new wave of fighting that commenced in carly May, -

Whilo supporting 1I ¥ield Foreas on 12 May a "Copperheed" fire toam was
callod on to fly security for a downnd Nevy Gunship in the Wha Be arca
un%il a Chinook could rccover it., WO Jamrs Hart was also close by to
lond a helping hand and divertcd from his mission long snough to vick-np
and return the downed crew to Nhe Ba. :

On 13 May the 162nd supportod clemonts of the 1st Inf Div in and around

the Phu Loi~L~i Khe arca in a rather routine morning. However, the

afternoon brought new ndventure to tho 162nd as they were enlled upon to
extract a unit of the 1st Inf Div that declarcd a tactical ecmrgency

after seven hours of heavy contact just south of Song Be. Performing in .
their usual outstanding manner the 162nd comploted the ~xbraction wlthout -
incidont although weather conditions werc marginal, Red Dog 6 LTC Baumen

- 11th Battalion Commandcr was quoted as saying, "The Vulturcs have again

perf‘ormeé in an outstanding m~nncr in a difficult situation,®

On 14 Moy the 162nd was on Ready Rocation Forco for the 199th Light Inf
Bd>. At 1030 hours the call came for the 162nd to alrlift troops into
an arca northwcst of Binh Chanh., As tho "Conperhoads" fire team was pro-
pping ~ hcavily wogetatod arca 200 metors west of tho landing zone, con--
tact was made and one gunship rociovad a hit in the 1oft rockat pod. His
wingman ouickly silonced the fire and the mission was complrtod without
further incident.

¥

On 15 ay the "Vulturcs" combined with the "Robinhoods" of thoe 173rd to
extrect 1lst Inf Div troops from night defensive positions located in

the Tan Uyven ama and later inscrtad several units two kilomobers north -
of Phu Lol for a swcep of the area. -

The 16th of Moy saw the "Vulturcs" again involved in g battalion-size 1ift
with thn "Fobinhoods", Th:: day went without incident and the "Vulturas"
rcturncd to the roost with 106 hours of flying timn to thoir credit,

On 17 May the "Vulturcs" supnorted the lst Inf Div Inairmnobile assaults,
The day was routine for the 162nd, porforming in their usual outstanding
mannir and being cemplimented by 2ll of the ground commanders. After the
flight had rcturncd an awards and decoration cormony was held in honor of
cortain mombers of the 162nd, The following is n list of thoso who rocoived
awards:

8
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Iy _ : C8ie o ora'in SPL Doclin

WOl Gre:onhalgh
WOl Greshom”
WOl Harpnlo
WOl Stowell
WOl Westmoraland
SSG ‘Taylor
S5G Tomlin
SSG Powcrs
SPL Chudacak
S®l, Herold
SPL Hrvemann
S=l Len

SPL Leo

SPL Mewos

SPh Morris
S™l Mama

SPli Reilly
Svl Senccal
SPL Smith, J
SPL Sylvestor
SP Woddle
SPL Winch

PFC Bounds

'PFC Bryan

PFC Dominy
PFC Gallzghor
PFC Grant

PFC Johnson . i

PFC Rhca
PFC Thaisscn
PFC ‘Ulrich

On 19 May the 162nd suppertod clements of the 1st Inf Div in tho Lai

Khe and Quan Loi arca. During tho sccend 1ift necar Tuan Lol the lond
gunship, flown by CPT Michael Shannon, was hit by hcavy autom~tic
weapons fire and CPT Shannon took a round through the log. The aireraft

was flown to Quan Loi and tho mlssion was completed without further in-
cldent.

On 20 Yay the 162nd was on Roady Ronction Forco until 1100 hours whon
they wore called to the aid of the "Emus” who hnd come into contact with
ernemy forccs near Tan An, The "Vulturos! were utilized to 4insert ARVN
troops into tho zrca and axtract the wounded, Landing within 75 motors
of =xploding omcmy mortars, the "Vulturcs” modevacod over a 'dozan ARVN
troops to Ton An and completad the mission without incidont,

9
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A ot B3R Moy Vel e acrardled to support fiw iiow

AT T hoset 0f Bn Yuae. e e i “Fooevening o heavy -ousvay. of
Gt +- 8 and mortars, &.tasd ws ity oo had como Irom this .:ng.

i < 7 Concord Firc Surt «: e ez, - irseited In the riee paddios
ST e bagkeyard in oo b 24w=h him rcd-handed, )

VIS LR e PO e oy poctISRgt nhATe "ot the
Fhno I ahe s uom wares wibin Uae 1lth Combat Avinticn Ratizlion,
drooie Tlrew v govide 1llumdnation for the night insertion,

On 2L May tho 162nd supported olcmonts of the 1st Inf Div, The first.
11ft of the morning wes a fiftoen sortics insortion from the Thu Due
water plant to 2 landing zens two kilometors north of "VC Island", The

PVulures” thon comploted a twenty sortio oxtraction from a night dofinsivoe

positlon sovon kilometnrs southwost of Phuoc Hoa to Normendy I. After .
tho complotion of the twenty sertic extraction the "Vulturcs® diverted
their atteontion to single ship resupply missions until lato in the day
when they reformed to oxtract soms morc lst Div troops. :

On 26 May the 162nd had a maintenanes stand-down. The day was utilized

to the fullost uxtent and at 1700 hours a change of command ccrmony was
hold. Major Romald K, Androson, former commander of the LO7th Trans Dot
assumcd command of tho 162nd Aslt Hel Co from M jor Jamns E, Thompson who
was rotating back to Conms, Mrjor John A, Potric replaced Major Androson
o commander of the LOTth Trans Det. Distinguishad gucsts included Colonol
Lambort 12th Group Commrnder; LTC Bauman, 11lth Battnlion Commandor; Coloncl
Mowory, Commandor of 3rd Brigadn, 10lst Airborn Division,

On 27 M~y the 162nd supportod IT Fieold Forces 2ll ov:r the IT Corps arcs.,
During thc day ®huoc Vinh was mortarcd and the "Coppcrheagt gun toam

w23 scrambled to Ap Bo La which was nlso receiving incoming rounds, The

day was routine for most of tho "Vultures", however WO Jemog M, Wright

and his crow had a rather unusual dny. Whilo making nn rerial roconnaisse
ance of a river near Bai Tral two Samp~ns ~nd VC were spottod and taken
wnder fire In a2 rostricted ares, Boca uso of the dange Jungle the ro-

sults of that mission could not be confirmed. Howswar, lotor in the day ¥
another sampan and scveral Ve wore sootted trying to hido from the alrernft.’
They »lso were taken under fire 2nd 1t was later confirmed by tho grund
cormondor that thc samoan wne sunk and one VC killed by tho :prwdisica
shooting of Specinlist's Grant and Wooden, tho ercw chiof and gumor,

The month of M~y saw five "Vulturost returning to statecsida, Among thoso
wore: Li Sterling L, Linton, a former "Vulturcs" who had moved to battalicn
W2 Chorlcs T Weed, who wos the form:r supplv officor; CwWa Chrrlcs R,
Sanders; CW2 John 0*Conn~r; and GW2 Phillip C, Woar.

10




it

-y

Lo
\

caring e wtuthoof Jone Y S Laal o vast amount of eyyericnne,

Thrne o leoraiomonths Yienoven s Y s mest outstanding comi:ddny
oo ot have ever Mot L ity lysnn B Thompson, Major 4~ ..» 1.
Lo . e former Execuvi+ - filel. 4l Zeparted for CONUS v mu
S “ith five Chief l: -~wuvv, ™% yv | They wereg W2 Jamse M,
Jie "7 wmaeth Mackes; C..0 - vo=vin by T ‘og, the former supnly and

Tk G2 William 1. 3)-1'-.-:3.2:-‘;5-3:’17 o OW2 Donald L, IWelch.
W T sbaptad 40 e _
PRl 7w trlrty gordle adrmoble operation northwe:t oi Trany Bon. The

_ '.i.‘E].}'li;lli‘i:{ AUN8 Wal rispared with artillsry and gunship suporession by the
“"Cepperhead" -fire team., A total of 180 troops were carrisd in and at the

AT i oW Aupeorbing Lie RO wight Infantry

completion of the mission the "Vultures" returned to Phouc Vinh to stand~: °

by on Ready Reaction Force.

On 6 June the 162nd supported elemsnts of the 1lst Inf Div in airmobile
assaults and later with single-ship resupply missions, After the working

day had ended the "Vultures" had two honored gursts, Major Ganeral Williams,

the CG of the 1lst Aviation Brigade, paid a visit to the "Vultures Roost®
and spont the night along with Colonal Powell the Jiroctor of Army Aviatiou
Prior to ibelr doparture the next mornuing thoy were confirmud hunorary

» ,?L'Vulture 8.

Dn16:hmeihe162nd wao part of a Ready Reaction Force for the 3rd Corps

area, and spamt the day verforming maintonance on the aircraft, The 1lth
Battalion vourler was furnished by the "Vultures" and while on a mission
received several rounds of automntic weapons fire Just east of Saigon

in the "Key Hole" area., The fire was coming from a heavilv pppulated res.
idential area, so no action could be immediately taken.

On 18 June the 162nd ugain supported elemonts of the 1lst Inf Div. The
alrmoble assaults were from Lai Khe to a landing gone about twelve kil-
ometers south of Phuoc Vinh. The day went well and without incidents and
the "Vulturcs® roturned to the roost to awailt another day, . -

On 20 June the "Vultures" flow combat assaults in suprort of the 1st Inf
Div out of Lai Khe to a 'landing zone north and northwest of Lai Khe, &

fiftesn sortie 1ift from Di An to areas south of Thy Duc was also comp~ *

leted.

On 28 June the "Vultures" flew for IT Field Forces. The 162nd "Copoar-
heads" were called to cover an emorgency extraction northwest of Nui Dot
while working for an Australian Army noit. The Australinns had sevoral
psople wounded while in contact with tho encmy, and the "Copoerheads" got
‘one confirmod VC kill, ILater they wore called in to covor a dummy extract..
ien of a 12 man ambush team which had been spotted by the enomy. While

tho patrol changed positions, the "Copperhoads" hit an enemy position 100
yards sway.

Also on 28 June WO Gary Drotar, thc 162nd Educntion Officer, arranged for
an education advisor from Di An to be in the company area to give UED and
college entrance exams., The turn-out was larger than cxovocted end, noed-
less to say, WOl Drotar was pleased.
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Taking cverything into consideration, it has be~n a herd but rewarding
three months. The "Vulturcs" lost a vast se~mingly irrevlaceable, amount
of exporience, yet carried the load of a sccond encmy offensive without
once faltering, Aircraft availability rates are urequaled by any companv
in the 12th Aviation Group, or the IIT Corps Area, Overall maintancrnce
has been outstanding and out of roach of any other unit,

'During the quarter the members of the 162nd conbimnally dieplayed the

8klill, detormination, and protusslonslism that has made, »nd will cont-
inuwe to make the 162nd, the finest assault helicopter comprny in the
Republic of Vietnam, :

III Maintonance and Supply

- During the quarter Aircraft Availibility Rates wore as follows:

Aprils h UH-1C 784
UH~-1D 802 . Overall: 80

May: | UH-1C 76%
| | UH-1D  84%  Overall: 82

Junes UH-1C 78% , '
UH-1D 86% Overall: B8LY%

. Consolidatcd supply revorts that there were no shortages of critical items,




