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111l'RO..l) orrON 

This is the <:parter that WAS in the Tomahawk Unit History' 
we experienced a complete change-of command and staff, had several 
accidents and one unfortunate fatality, and then fell before the 
Cl~m: onslaught. All of these events make this period of our service 
a most un£orr;eta;)le one. 

On the other side of the cOin, we proved at Duc Phoung that we 
llBre united in spirit and effort when the NVA tried to disrupt us, 
and we have the concrete proof of our service and allegiance pinned 
on the chests of several Tomahawks. we have worked harder, more 
contiruous~ toward raising the standards of rur mal nterumce. 
The results of yrur dedicated I1nd untiring er'forts are already being 
seen. 

1 look forward to the next three months in the same spirit of 
cooperation and dedication that you have demohetrated. We have just 
0egun to prove that in every aspect, we will be the "Bost Dlunn Oltf'it 
in Vietnam." Drive on, Tomahawks' / 

wL /;::/.~ / /".~ .. -
'---.oJ ~r~/~..r4-. -,_ 
iam H. Int 

llJAJ, 10£ 
ColllllalXiing 
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The 128th Assault asUoopter CoIlIpe.n;r adopted the Tomahawk as its unit insignia and its official call sign for a variety of reaSOJl8. The Tomahawk for centuries has been representati w of the first .Alnerica:ne on tile Nortb Al1Ie1'ioan oontinent. The 128th Assault Helioopter Compa,ll¥ pre!~. to think of itself all the firat AIooricans in the RePlblio at V:l.etll8l11. First, not in the sense of having been too first unit deployed to the RePlblio of V:LetnaJn, but rather in too sense that the Tomahawks are first in spirit, firat in aoc~sht1Jant, and first in pride. 
HOllOwr, there is another part of tho TOIlrilhawks insignia that cannot be ignored: Tho Pcaco Pipe. we realize that this land is not peacefUl now' however with judicicua uso of tho Tomahlmk, we hope to be able to turnTo the otoorside of tho insignia and use the Peace Pipe • 
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Cotnraallding Offioer (T6) 

Executive Offioer er5) 

First Sergeant 

Operations Officer er3) 

Mst.Operations Offioer er3A) 

1st Platoon Leader 

2nd Platoon leader 

3rd Platoon leader er36) 

Mainte~noe Officer (WD8) 

-""---""~---"----' ---' 

Commmd and. /Control 1~9 / D Id I? k e Is Qy -II/ilL ("I A/!· Oha, ~ 

(lJuly-15July) Maj. r·!onto R. Veal 

(15JUly-3OSept ) Maj. William H. luther 

(1JuJy-26July) CPl' Riohard B. Kerkow 

(26 July-3 OSept ) CPl' Artlur W. Kelsey 

(lJu~-9Aug) SFC Melvin L. Coon 

(9Aug-3OSept ) 100 Clarence J. Peterson 

(lJuly-22July) CPl' Gregory C. Ellgfill 

(22July-30 Sept) CPl' Robert E. White 
J' 

(l~-lSSept ) CPl' Richard R. carlson 

(15Sept-30Sept ) WOl John J. Foley 

(lJuly-30Sept ) CPl' Landon C. Brake 

(lJu).y-15July ) CPl' Freddie Robbins , 
(l5 July-30Sept) ~ Clarenoe Gibson Jr • 

(lJuly-300ept) 
; 

CPr Charles J. Watk;ins 

(J..]'u.ly-22July ) CPr Leroy E. Rust . 

(22July-22Sept ) CPr liUgene F. strupe 

(22Sept-3OSept ) CPr Ronald D. Cove~on 

---,---------_._-----------,---- _.- ----
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um OPERATIOHl 

J.. li:MPI.OIMImr I JIll:! .tIHlI Sl' SEPl'~lI3ER 

Total lWIIber of sorties 9,.635 8,721 6,$99 

Total number of troops crxriedl7~35a 16 ,2Jia: 12,637 

Total Flight hours 2,848 2,831 2,6~ 

B. OPERATIOlf) FOR THE MONl'H OF JULY 

JUly wes a busy month for the Tomahawks. Tbil majority of the lII1asioM 
were daylight collbat assaults 111. th o~ a few night madoM.· Ihrtng 
July' the Tomahawks new in support of First Infantry Division, 5th 
Special Forces Group, 82nd Airborne Division, and 19~h Ught.In!ant.ry 
Brigade. -

On tbil 3rd of Ju~ tbil Tomahawks and Gunslingers flew tor First Infantry 
Division. Working in an area north of Pb:I COUng alons1the Saigon Riftr 
tbil Tomahawks and let Division troops had contact with, VC, who were hidden 
in water and stream banks approxilllately' tll'O bllldred metera f'r0lll tbil tirat 
insertion. Tbil TomahawkS immediately' flew in reenforcements into the area 
of contact -and c:mr1ng the action managed to kill five VC. The Q.lll8liQprs 
killed three of tbilm in the atrQQm while tbil COlJlDllnd and control aircrclt 
got tbil ct_ two. One Tomahawk door~nner WIlS slightly' _nded in tbe 
right leg dur1ng tbil reinforCSDnt 1naertionJ otberw1 .. all tbe Tomahawk. 
returned aafGly to Pb1 Lo1 alter a succeu1\ll III1sa1on.' 

July 6, 1969, Tbe Tomaha'llks were t.ly1ng for ~th Special Porcea nortbilast 
of Tq Nlnh wbiln aeftral aircraft inclnd:l.ng Cc::ImIIIand and Control took 
rcunds at altitude _nding ons 8I1nnar in tbe right leg and one aircraft 
cOllllllal'lder in tb& elbov. The Uta that dq 118&'8 t# ideal with great 
distances bet_en tr1endl7 fercea and 1nada~ r .. tbel~1'lg facUitiee, 
but the Tomahawka Oallll through with a profusiollal job l of flYing all tb& 
cOlllbat uaaulta. 'rwo" later the 128t.h Tcaahawka l'GOIIi'l'8d II letter of 
cOllllllillldation fllCIIII the ftommend1ng officer of CoIIpa"" A, Sth Spoc:lal Iorce. 
for <AU' outstanding perfol'mance of Ql,ty that dq. 

JUly 7, 1969, tClWld the fomaha'llks flying fer 11rst D:I."tS1Qn trCIIII Tan 11yen 
cn the south to IIQl"t.h of An Loc. Two USARV peraonnsl1iJ8re on bOllZ'd tbEo lead 
aircraft that dq to film tbEo Tomaha'llks f'lPI'lg cad:lat .s ... lt8, and tbey 
lII1at have got IJ01IIB good shots when tbe Tomahawks ran into COl&C1ot with a 
va unit feur III1lea north of Tan Uyen. The 11rst D:l.via~OD bed. three of 
tbillir soldiers killed ill this action and five other8 vere _nded. TbID 
wounded were 1!!1!!8d1ate~ Jll8devaced b7 the 128th to IDnC Binh wbUe tbe 
\l1nali JIIISI'. warktod 0""1' tblll ~t;.e area al:ld 00--.4. fos: the lllllcievao 
operat1on. 

on tbil lOth ot ~ the OIlnslingers wre acrallilled at. C6 .30 111 tbID IIIOl'Dins 
as Pbl Lo1 base operatlolHl thought tbil per_tar., taw been 1nf11trat.ed. 
But the OUlal1ngera could find no va and returllBd to the 'lee"'. 

---------------.--
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Later on the tenth,the Tomahawk" .i'l',-,r fcr the Austral1all!l sroth of Bearcat. 
The Gunslingers spotted VC in tha open and rolled in ~rhile being covered by 
a Cob::-a a!ld got, one confirmed kill. ci' :113 Cunslingm:'s d<;\stroyed a J.a::-gEl 
hootch and Olle sampan later that an";"'!),-,C)l1 ~lhen the Tomahawks were flying 
for the 82nd Airborr.a north of Ben 1'1), 

on the JSth of July the TOIr.nll1mk3 had il maintenance stand down.; so all 
personnel in the compsliV were prese,1t ',hen Major WilL:i.!Im H. lllther received 
the Tomahawk ar.d War Bonnet, tradit;,,,:1'11 symbeJ.:'l 'of the 128th Assault 
Helicopter CompaliV presented to each !lew commanding officer of the Tomahawks. 
Lt. Colonel Reid, Commanding Officer of'.the llth Combat aviation Battalion 
presented these symbols to Major Illther and also presented him with the 
guidflon of th'J company as Maj(\l:' Houto R. Veal stepped down form the command 
of too Tomahawks to return to the United States. 

On JOLl;:r 16" 1%91 Tc,,,ahawk ash ~,!1:;1. t:,'aS!:l nsw sniffer missions out of fire 
suppcJr"!: bOo,S,) J~ni":'.'f ~J~hall on the foJ.lcr:.r:illg .,j~'Y ~1uly 1';', 1969} chalk nine 
had t:l" sniffer equipmEmt en board when 'the 'l'omahawks flew for QlAC in 
the a:'€)~ :1c:rth of Ben lllc. Working anuarea west of fire SIlpport base 
Barbara chalk nine wcnld break off t'J:)om the rest of the flight; and fly 
low level in order to find aruas which had been pOpllated 'recent~ ahd then 
the rest of the flight; wcnld bring in the CMAC troops to fll3arch the area. 
The Gunslingers also destroyed tlree bunkers that day £01' a very :lUccessful 
day. 

J~ 19, 1969, The GunsJingl'I'S got an ASAP mission aramd ,21:00. 
Tho mission called for gunsb1p cover as Cb1noolca f'Dom the 2O<;th Ass!I1l1t 
Helioopter CompaliV were on a heliblcket missiQll west of ,saigon. 

On ~ 23, 1969, The Tomahawks used pathfinders in a tew or their 
missions for First Division in the are. SQlt.h of Dau T:Leng. The use 
of the pathfinders was belpf'lll. The ClIlnslingers got two confirlood 
kills that day and damaged one bunker. 

While the Tomahawks new for First Division again on the 24th ot 3I:.lT, 
Ca~in Engle, Bperat.ions otficer, new airera!'\; 612 t.o vb.ng TIIIl for a 
Vo:JnlDe modification. The aircraft had a tail rotor strike in a rewtment 
and Captain Engle cl1ed as a result. of injuries /lIlrtered in t.he crasb. 

On the 26th of ~ the Tomahawks medevaced quite a few men !rom l8t 
Division work1Ilg in an area north of Tan Uyen. Tlree of the 1st 
Division troops medevacted had been WQlnded as a reSlllt ot'boobytraps. 

On Ju~ 30, 1969, the Tomahawks new late into the night; tfir 199th 
Light Infantry Brigade Qltside of Il1an Loc. Gunsmoke was along on the 
missions and made five smoke nns Wring the troops insertlOll!l and 
extractions. The smoke screens were excellent even tbcll1gh'there wae 
no contact with VC. ' 

Finishing Qlt the mout.h or JUl;f, the Tomaba1rks new tor J.at Infantry 
Division. Working arwnd fire /lIlpport base Qels, swth IiIf DIIIl Tieng, 
the Gunslingers got tlree oonfirmed kills and captured two' AI-47's. 
Aircra!'\; 622 received fire bu their aircra!'\; systtoDlS wereh1t damaged. 

--.. __ .. _------ ---
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Aircraft 622 received fire# but their aircraf't ~."stems weren't damaged. 
The Tomahawks returned home to attend the memorial services for Captain 
Engle. 

c. OPERATIONS FOR THE MORrH OF A1J(JJ1Jr 

Ibring the month of August the Tomahawks saw a lot of action as IJlIIIIIrous 
aircraft were shot at and received damage. The Tomahawks divided their 
flying itj",n between First Division and CMAC with a few exoiting missiGll8 
for 5th Special Forces. 

On the 2nd of mgust, the Tomahawks while flying for First Infantry 
Division had three aircraft shot down working in the area around 
fire support base Normandy three, ,east of !Ai Khe. One pilot, 
WOl BenjaJllin, was wounded in the aotion. One of the aircraft shot 
down landed at Normandy III, another returned to Lai Khe, and the 
third re(;,'llired Pipesmoke. 

On 12, August, 1969 a red alert had the Clunslingers scrambled. They 
then new over the vicinity of the Headcparters of the B2nd Airborne 
at Plu loi, but the registerd no tills, and. fou.nd no e~ activity. 

August 15, 1569, when the Tomahawlre new for First Infantry DiviSion, 
the Clunsl1ngers got fou.r oonfirmed kills west of Flu Coung and destroyed 
one hruoh., !hring the operation the Tomahawlal also had fire support 
provided by the Rebels and Crossbows. 

AUgust 25, 1969, The Tomahawks had a scramble mission tor 5th Speoial 
Foroes arou.nd 09100. The mission was a :broop 1NIertion north of !ho 
Phuong. 

On the night ot AUgust 26, 1969, the Tomahavke new their o~ night; 
mission ot the month. The mission was tor ilU'doore, 82nd Airborne, 
weat ot Saigon, and one aircraft oQIIIIIISndar beoams disoriented Wring 
a night approaoh and new the aircraft into the ground. . No one was 
killed. 

On the 29th ot August the Tomahawk8 new their last combat u ... lt 
missiOl1lll tor the JlLnth. Division trLops. The. operationa took place 
southwest ot Slligon in the Delta area. Most ot the lI1nth Division 
was back in tbl state. by then and tblll8 troops would soon tollow.. 

.' 
Finishing ou.t tbl month on tbl 31st ot August wb1le the TOIIIAhawks 
were working tor 5th Special Foroes north ot Song Be and Jl10 FIuong, 
they reoeiwd a late add-on mission. The mission was to transport a 
400 man oOJDPaJ\Y trom a singJ.e-ehip PL to another si~-ship LZ. 
Poor visibility, dark_ss, and a tlunderst01'lll adVancd.iJg trom the II01'th 
added to tbl problema ot the Tomahawks as the LZ's 88_4 to haw 
stumps and "taU rotOl' grabbers" ewrywhere. lI'1nal~ darlmess and the 
advanoing storm threatened the sni'ety ot tbl aircraft,. so the mission 
was called of just as the Tomahawks had managed to traileter abou.t 
halt of tbl oOlJlP8llY. So the split oompa!V' ooou.pied t.o LZ'a that 
night;. . 
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D. OPiiliATION3 FOR THE HONr!! or IJ:tITlil>'3l!:R 

!brine the first part of the month of Septembe~- ~C(c' '),omah1:cwks saw 
plenty of action,.,but as thC:l n;cdh ',rare on,there .. ·.'),8 less con~act 
with too enelT\Y. Too Tomnhawks spent Hcet, of tho morrch fJying for 
the First Division and 5th Special F'orces. 

The action began on September' 'I .. ten the Torr.ah:mks ;o/Gre fJyir.g out 
of Duc Pluong and to the north. Th'.rj.ng nn em'];y morning insertion 
Gunslingers aircl'a.1't 913 came under heavy automatic weapons fire. 
Takir.g n:morO\lS ,50 caliber hits it crached and burned. TOlllll.hawk 
aircrai't in the are.'!! with troops on board i.':lIU£lc1iately inserted 
t.ha:.r trocps near the crash site to protect the evacuation of the 
cre;, :Jf 'LhC) dovr.1ed aircraft by it.s wir.g ship. After taking off from 
thi.s :<~z lJ'.meraus Tomahawk aircraft aleo came under heavy ,50 caliber 
fil-", :::.at.er in the dI.ly (mother gunship sustaiood encugh bullet 
(l'lr"'~iT t,o rc)'J1l:'.xe Pipesmoke rut of Quan Loi. In an afternoon 
llisf)ion another Tomhawk aircraft had to slut down in a fire support 
br.,:3<: because it took some ,50 caliber hits also. The Tomahawks 
rot1u'",d to the Tee Pee that rJ.ght without loss of a single 
mane 

On the 15th of September the TomahawkS wore agaL"l fJ;ying for 5th 
Special Forces when too Command and Control aircraft tock 50 Gal.j,ber 
hits through the cockpit floorbOl:'.rd. Ag;\in too Tomahawks Jo,'tlro oxtrect;l.nc 
about 200 personnel rut of two-ship LZ I s with high erass and 
"tail rotor erabbers". 

Septenber 19, 1569, while fl3ting for CHAC todn\J one aircraft went 
off onl'a search and rescue mission. A chinook frOlll the 205th Assault 
Helicopter CompalV was missing; so warrant Officers Reese and Fleming 
searcood north and south of Phouc Vinh for the aircraft. Trs search 
was fi~ called off when the chinook was found slut down at ilic 
Fluong. 

September 24, 1969, as the Tomahawks were fJying for First Division, 
a Crossbow aircraft flew with the Ounslingers due to too serious loss 
of e,uoships earlier in the month and maintenance difficulties. 

September 26, 1909, the Tomal'.awks flew for First Division west "f 
Flu Coung and the Ounslingers got one con;girmed kill for t~ day. 

The rest of the month was not cpite as hectic as the first as the 
Tomallllwks contimed fl¥ing routine combat as' aultB for First Infantry 
Divisj,ons and CUIlO. 



Tbl Tomahmrk Med1cinelllliln lrol'ked bard and did a grfJat job in mai~aining an a:lraratt a'lllUnbility rate high encugh to complflte QUI' mesione. Maimena.nce ~d the mest di£ficult per:l.od in early Septelriber as ~~s gIlnsb1pe and lift; ships were shot dImn plus the normal maintenew:o prcblems with othel' a1rcraft. CPr Covington and CPr Strupe took over the leadership of the maintemnce hanger :from OPr Iblst who went. up to Battalion duty. In the area of su~ tbIJ Tomah!!.wkB got in their lirat shipmant • . of the new "silent' flying helmets, the SPH-4's. The gIlnslingers were the f:lrst to get them and statements came back that Ilf)W helmets really slut ~t the noise of tbIJ minigllnB behind them. 

AW. AN\} ll'AClmns :r:l4mOVEMENl' 
o.tt CC::l;.r :3ports seemed to be the theme of projects thrQllgh the ~nt.hs at July, August, ond Septe'Jlber as irba enlisted men oonatru.d a basketball court next to the aircraft:. bange1!. At tbIJ same tiul t~ QffiCl8l'8 constructed a volleyball ccw:'t bet1l6en the officers and enU.tsted lI1en's boctches. Both groups are now slm1'1Dg in the use at thesetacilities and are keeping pl¥sico.lly fit. The month at JUl.:r 8aV the erection at 1:.be anhaq lead1ng into the land of the Tomabawke whoae Pride aM Professional18l11 maD it the best Damn outfit in Vietnam (Const;ructed by SP4 S. D1I4'e~). llar1na Iepte'Jlber the officers bad san4 brQ1.ght in to dry up the 8WIIiIIPI areas arOlnd their ~lI'lker8. The of!icers of the eecond platoon COIIIPlete~ ume4l;lled theb' buinker with PSP metal. sheets and are now in the pt'oce88 of cOllltruotillg a paUo cleek on top ot it. The tront of the OIlnslingers Tover became a motion p:l.ctu'e screan wit.h the applica­t.ion ot white painted pJ;ywood to it J 80 now tile whole OCIJIPII\Y watehes the nightJ.T ~v1e at the _ t_. e~ in the rain. 
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AWAROO AND DECORA'l'ION:! 

1Ju1y 1569- 30 September 1569 

Distinguished Flying Gross 

Soldiers Medal 

Bronze star Medal w/"V" 

Bronze Star Medal 

Air Nedal w/"v" 

Air Nedal (Basic) 

Air ~;e dill Coak Lellf Clllster) 

Arrrw Commendation Medal w/"V" 

Arnry CaJIIIIOndation Medal 

3JBMlTTED 

4 

4 

1 

13 

12 

60 

-
13 

12 

33 

847 

1 

42 

6 

* Note: Awards are not aJ.~a received <ilring tile same quarter'in which 
submitted. Therefore, there shruld be no attempt made _ to cprrelate 
the mmber subm1tted with those received. 
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HOD ROLL 

On the 24th of JUly the Tomahawks wel'!) saddened by the loss of the:U' 
operations officer, CPr Gregory C. Enge.!. who died of ir",'iuries suffered 
in an n~Qident at lrong Tau. 

A I!1OlIIOrinl service was held on JUly 31, 1%9, in the Batte.lion Chapel 
and was ',Jell attended by a large crowd of Tomahawks who wanted to 
PIW their last respect". 

During ;;his period another Tomahawk, Chief Warrant Officer l'lilliam R. 
Hartwell, ,rho lost his life in the service of his cmntry ,)as honored 
at Fort Ruakor when the Swimning Pool across from luster Army Hospital 
was dellignated Hartwell Pool. CW2 Hru.-twell received II Silver star 
as a result of his gallant action on Jaruary 10, 1967 when he was shot 
while covering for a medical evacuation • 

. , 

~--. -------------_.---,_._----------_._------------_.---- -_.,---_ ... --. 



APPENDIX 

, 
Personal Strenght Sumnk~ 

Authorized 3lJu4" 31Aug 3reept. 

Off. 19 Off. 27 Off. 24 Off. 24 

WOo Sl WOe h!> WOe S4 WOe SS 

E11 218 EM 208 EM 197 EM 196 
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AKini: ~ of the RePlblic of Viet,!l'lll! 

ASAP: As soon as possiblo 

CMAC: Units of the e2nd Airborne, 199UlL5.ght Ir.£antry r!':;'garJe, and. ARVN 

CROSSBOw: Call sign I),:':(~ n.:.ck=e~:r:~bil armed HelicoptE.r Platoon of the 
173rd ASf!~.ult helicopt,.,~· Oc'n'~::l,V 

GUNSLINJ'!!:..'l.'3: Call sign and niclmlll1lOJL 't;;J" (trInod HclicoptGI' ]:,J.ntoon of the 
128th Assault lIeliuop';'J::" O'YNXH'!. 

LZ : wnding Zone 

nTf.SNOKF;: DeSignation given the evacuation .of downed aircraft by CH-47 
Chimol{ medium lift helicopter and UH-lH Helicopters 

,'"".:c:r..s : '.}L! .. l sign and nickTjJJJ16 of the Armed Helicopter Pl.!Itoon of 1st 
J\7itxt.ion Battalion, First Infantry DiVision. 

TEl, t£E: 7he home base of Tomahawk ai. rcraft at Flu Lo1, Viet!lBlll. 
, 

TOMH\OillKI:>: call sing and nicknllme of the 128th Assault .tlelicopter comPnl'.\V'. 
USA RV: United States Knrrt V1etbam 

VC: Viet Cong and North ~1etDB.llese regulars. 

" 
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