VHPA Gy

o/ 4;7 56»/’ /787

INMROJICTIGN

This is the quarter that WAS in the Tomahawk Unit Historyl
We experienced a complete change of command and staff, had several
accidents and one unfortunate fatality, and then i‘elJ. before the
CMMI onslaught, All of these events make this period of our service
a most unforzetaule one,

On the other side of the coin, we proved at Duc Phoung that we
were united in spirit and effart when the MVA tried to diarupt us,
and we have the concrete proof of our service and alleglance pinned
on the chests of several Tomahawks, We have worked harder, more
contimously toward raising the standards of our maimtenznce.

The results of your dedicatcd and untiring erforts are already being
seen,

I look forward to the next three months in the same spirit of
coope'.ration and dedication that you have demohstrasted. We have just
vegun to prove that in every aspect, we 'uill be the "Best DAmn OQutfit
in Vietnam," Drive on, Tomehawksl
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HERA LDRY
The 128th Assault Helicopter Company adopted the Tomahawk ag its unit
insigma and its official call sign for a variety of ressons, The Tom hayk
for cemturies has been represemtative of the firgt Americans on the North

American continermt, The 128th Assault Helicopter Company - mrefers ﬁo think
of itself as the firat Americans in the Republic of Wietnam, Firgt, not

Vietnam, but rather in the sense that the Tomahawks are firat in spirit
firat in aocomplishment, and first in pride,

Howover, there is another part of tho Torehawks insignia that cannot be
ignored: The Peaco Pipé, Wo realize that this lend is not peacoful nowg
hovever with judicious use of the Tomahauk, we hope to be able to turn €
the otherside of the insignia and use the Peace Pipe,




Commanding Officer (T6)

Executive officer (T5)

First Sergeant

Operations Officer (T3)

Asst, Operations Officer (T3A)

ist Platoon Ieader
2nd Platoon lLeader

3rd Platoon leadsr (736)
Maintemance Officer (WDS)

s Comtrol 1568 ) bonald [P Kelsoy

(Lduly-15ly)
(1SJuly-30Sept )
(LJuly-26July)
(26July-30Sept )
(Lduly ~9aug)
(9Amg~30Sept )
(Loudy -22July)
(22u1y-30 Sept)
(La2y-155ept )
(155ept=308ept )
(13uly-305ept )
(Lduly=155uly)
(25 July-30Sept)
(LJuly=-30Sept)
(Luly-22ly)
(22July-22Sept )
(228ept-30Sept )

MA
Maj. Momte R, Veal

Maj. William He Inther
CFI Richard B, Kerkow
CFT Arthir W, Kelsey
SFC Melvin 1, Coon

15¢ Clarence J, Peterson
CFT Gregory C. Engel
CFT Robert E, Whit.er
CFT Richard R, Carison
WOL John J. Foley
CFT Landon C, Brake
CFT Freddie Robbinq
CET Clarence Gibson Jr.
CFT Charles J. Watkins
CFT Leroy E. Rust
CFT Bugene F, S't.rﬁpe

CFT Ronald D. Covengton
{
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UNIT OPERATIONG

A, EMPLOYMENT 3 JULY Fiule ik SEFTEMBER
Total mmber of sorties 9,635 8,72% 6,599
Total mmber of troops carriedl?,35z 16,23 12,837
Total Flight hours 2,8.8 2,833 2,606

B, OPERATIONS FOR THE MON'H OF JULY

July wes a busy morth for the Tomehawks. The majority of the missions
were daylight combat assaulta with only a few night missions, During
July the Tomahewks flew in support of First Infantry Division, Sth
Special Forces Group, 82nd Airbarne Division, and 199th Iight Infantry
Brigade. ’

On the 3rd of July the Tomahawks and Ounslingers flew for First Infantry
Division. Working in an area north of FPlu Coung along/the Saigon River
the Tomehawks and 1st Division troops had comtact with VG, who were hidden
in water and stream banks approximately two mindred meters from the first
insertion, The Tomahawks immedliately flew in reenforcements into the ares
of contact and during the action managed to kill five VG, The Gunslinaers
killed three of them in the stream while the commend and control aircraft
got the other two. One Tomahowk doorgunner was slightly wounded in the
right leg during the reinforcemert insertiony otherwise all the Tomahawks
returned safaly to Phu lcd after a successful mission,’

July 6, 1969, The Tomahawks were flying for Sth Special Forces northeast
of Tay Minh when eeverel aircraft inclnding Command and Cortrol tock
rounds et altitude wounding ome gunner in the right leg and on® aircraft
commander in the elbowe The 12's that day were far idsal with great
distances between friendly forces and inedequate rufusling facilities,
but the Tomahawks came through with a professional job! of flying all the
combat asssults, Two days later tte 128th Tomehawks received a letter of
commendation fwom the commanding officer of Compery 4, Sth Spocial Forces
for oar cutstanding performance of duty that day.

Ny 7, 1969, fourd the Tomehewks flying for Pirst Divisicn from Tan Uyen

on the south to north of An Loe. Two USARV personnel were on board the lsad

aircraft that day to film the Tomahawke flying combat gsemlte, ami they
st heve got some good shots when the Tomshawks ran imto conteot with a
VC unit four miles north of Tan Uyen, The First Division md tires of
their soldiers killed in this action and five others were wounded, The
wounded were immedistely medevoced by the 128th to Long Binh while the
Gunelingers worked over the immediste area amd covered for the medevac

operation,

On the 10th of July the Cunslingers were scrambled at 05:30 in the morming
28 Plu loi base operationd thought the perimster mey have bean infiltrated.
But the Qunslingers could f£ind no VC and returned to 4he TeePoa.




Iater on the temth,the Tomehawss Tilsw fcr the Australians scuth of Bearcat,
The (Qunslingers spotted VC in the open and rolled in while being covered by
a Cobxa and gob one confirmed klll. Uhw Cunslingevs destroyed a lavge
hootch and ous sampan later that aftuincon when the Tomshawks were flying
for the 82nd Airberre narth of Ben Inz, :

On the 15th of July the Tomehawks had a maintenance stand down; so all
personnel in the company were present when Major Wiliiam H, Inther received
the Tomahawk and Wer Bonnet, traditisnal symbols~of the 128th Assault
Hellcopter Compary presented to each new commanding officer of the Tomahawks,
Lt. Colonel Reid, Commanding Offlcer of'the 11th Combat aviation Battalion
presented these symbols to Major Imther and also presented him with the
guideon of th? company as Major Momte R. Veal stepped down form the command
of the Tomahawks to return to tle United States,

On July 15, 1969, Teushawk ash and 4rash flsw sniffer missions out of fire
suppcer bass Lun. Then on the following day July 17, 199, chalk nine

had tie saiffer eguipment cn board when the Tomahawks flew for CMAC in

the aren wsrth of Ben Ine. Working andarea west of fire support bass
Barbara chalk nine would break off fovom the rest of the flight and fly

low level in arder to find arcvas which had been populated recently ahd then
the rest of the flight would bring in the QMAC troops to starch the area,
The Gunslingers also destroyed three bunkers that day for a very successful

day.

July 19, 199, The Gunslingers got an ASAP mission araund 3-21:00.
The mission called for gunship cover as Chinooks foam the 205th Assault
Helicopter Company were on a helibucket mission west of Zaigon,

On July 23, 199, The Tomahawks used pathfinders in a few of their
misasions for Firgt Division in the ares south of Dau Tieng. The use
of the pathfinders was helpful, The Cunslingers got two confirmed
kills that day and damaged ome bunker,

while the Tcmehawks flew for Firet Division again on the 24th of Xy,
Captain Engle, Bperations Officer, flew aircraft 612 to Wung Tau for &
Volume modification, The eircraft had a tail rotor strike in a revetment
and Captain Engle died as a result of injuries suffered in the crash,

On the 26th of July tbhe Tomahawks medevaced quite a few men from lst
Division working in an area north of Tan Uyen. Three of the 1st
Division troops medevacted had been wounded as a result of bocbytraps.

On July 30, 1969, the Tomahawks flew late into the night fer 199%th
Light Infantry Brigade cutside of Xnan loc, Cunsmoke was along on the
missions and made five smoke runs during the troops insertions and
extractions, The smoke screens were excellemt even thaugh there was
no contact with VC,

Pinishing cut the momth of July, the Tomahawks flew for ].at Infartry
Division, Working eroand fire sapport base OGela, sauth of Dmu Tieng,
the Gunslingers got three confirmed kills and captured two AK-L4T7%s.
Adreraft 622 received fire bu their aircraft systems werentt damageds




Adrcraft 622 received fire, but their aireraft systems weremtt damaged,
The Tomahawks returned home to attend the memorial services for Captain
Engle,.

C. OFERATIONS FOR THE MOKTH COF AUCUST

During the momth of August the Tomahawks saw a lot of action as mmerous
alrcraft were shot at and received damage, The Tomahawks divided their

flying i between Flrst Division and CMAC with a few exciting miassicns
for S5th Special Ferces,

On the 2nd of Mgust, the Tomahawls while flying for First Infantry
Division had three aircraft shot down working in the ares arocund
fire support base Normandy three, ,east of Iai Khe, One pilct,

WOl Benjamin, was wounded in the action. One of the aireraft shot
down landed at Normandy III, another returned to Iai Xhe, and the
third reguired Pipesmoke.

On 12, August, 1969 a red alert had the Gunslingers scrambled. They
then flew over the vicinity of the Headquarters cf ths 82nd Airborne
at Plu Lol, but the registerd no kills, and found no enemy activity.

August 15, 1969, when the Tomahawks flew for First Infamtry Division,
the Gunalingers got four confirmed kills west of P Coung and destroyed
one houche Daring the cperation the Tomahowks also had. fire support
provided by the Rebels and Crossbows.

Magust 25, 1969, The Tomahawks had a scramble mission for Sth Special
Forces arcand 09100, The mission was a troop insertion north of Duc
PmonGa '

On the night of August 26, 1969, the Tomshawks flew their only night
mission of the month, The mission was for Hardecre, 82nd Airborre,

weat of Saigen, and one aircraft commander became discriented daring
a night approuch and flew the aircraft into the ground. - No one was

killed,

On the 29th of fugust the Tomahawks flew their last combet assanlt
missions for the Minth Division trcops. The: operations tock place
southwest of Saigon in the Delte area. Most of the Ninth Division
was back in the stated by then and these troope would aoon follow,

Finishing cut the month on the 3lst of Augnst while tho Tomahawks

were working for 5th Special Forces north of Song Be and Dic Pmong,
thay received a late add-on mission, The mission was to transport a
LOO man company firom a single-ship PZ to another singlé-ship lZ.

Poor visibllity, darkeess, and a thanderstorm aedvancdng from the north
added to the problems of the Tomahawks as the 1Z's secmed to have
stumps and "tall rotar grabbers” everywhere, Finally darkness and the
advancing storm threatened the safety of the aircraft; so the mission
wes called of just as the Tomahawks had manaped t¢ transfer about
helf of the comparny. So the gplit company occupied two IZ'a that
mght, ’




D. OP:RATIONS FOR THE MONTE COF SLITEFDER

Daring the first part of the morth of Septenber She ?c,mhawks saw
plenty of acticn, but 23 the month wore onythers wns less contbact
with the eneny. The Tomahawks spent wost of the month flying for
the First Division and Sth Special Forces,

The action began on September 5, when the Tomahawks were flying out
of Duc Plueng and to the north.. Doring an early morming insertion
Gunslingers aircraft 973 came under hescvy autcmatic weapons fire,
Taking nmimerous 50 callber hits it erached and burned. Tomahawk
aircraft in the arez with troops on beard irmediately inserted
their trocps near the crash site to protect the evacuation of the
¢rew of the dovmed aircraft by its wing ship, After taking off from
this % mmercus Tomahawk aircraft also came under heavy 50 caliber
fire, ZIater 111 the day snother punship sestained encugh bullet
darege o require Plpesmoke aut of Quan Ioi. In an afternoon
m seicn another Tomahowk aircraft had to st down in a fire sapport
¢ because it took some 50 caliber hits alsc. The Tomahawks
re turned to the Tes Pee that night wlthout loss of a single
man.

On the 15th of September the Tomahawks were again flying for 5th

Special Farces when the Command and Control aircraft tock 50 (aliber

hits through the cockpit floorboord. Agiin the Tomahawks were extracting
about 200 personnel cut of two-ship 1Z's with high grass and

"tajl rotar grabberst,

September 19, 1969, while flying for CMAC todag ono alrcraft, wernt
off onra search and rescue mission. A chinock from the 205th Asseult
Helicopter Company was missing; so Warrant Officers Reese and Fleming
searched north and scuth of Phouc Vinh for the aircraft, The search
was finally called off when the chinook was found shut down &t Duc
Pl'«uonGQ

September 2L, 1969, as the Tomahawks were flying for First Division,
a Crossbow aircraft flew with the Qunslingers due to the seriocus loss
of unships earlier in the momth and maintenance difficulties.

September 26, 1959, the Tomahawks flew for First Division weat Sf
P Coung and the Qunslingers got one confirmed kill for the day.

The rest of the momth was not quite as hectic as the first as the
Tomahawks contimed flying routine combat as aults for First Infantry
Pivisions and CMAC.
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MAINENANCE AND & FRPIY

ganships and 11t ships were shet down pius the n&mal mairntensure
problems with othep airaraft, o Covington and gpp Strupe
took over the_ lsadership of the maintennnce hanger from CFT Rast

In the areq of Supply the Tomahawics got in their firgt shipment
of the new ngileptu flying helmets, the SPH=li's, The gunslingers were
the first to get them and statements cams back that new helmets :
really shut out the noige of the miniguns behind them,

the officers had sand braight in te dry up the SVampy areas around thesr bu:ﬂners.
The officers of the second Platoon campletely remodalsd their banker with PSP metal
sheets and are now in the process of comatructing a petig deck on top of it,



AWARDS AND DECORAT

I10NS

lauly 1969~ 30 September 1969

Distinguished Flying Cross
Soldiers Medal

Bronze Star Medal wW/nym
Bronze Star Medal

Air Medal wW/nyw

Air Medal (Basic)

Air Medol (Oak Leaf Cluster)
Army Commendation Medel w/hym
Army Commendation Medal
Purple BHeart

#* Note: Awards are not always received during t

submitteds Therefore, there shold be
the mumber submitted with those receive

SIBMITTED RECEIVEDs
— —

L -
1 -
13 13
12 12
5 33
525 ou7
- 1
60 42
5 6

r

be same quarter”in which
no attempt made to cprrelate
de



HONOR ROLL

On the 2Lth of July the Tomahawks werns maddened by the loss of theip
operations officer, CFI Gregory C. Fiage. who died of irjuries suffered
in an ascidemt at Wang Tou,

A memorial. service was held on July 31, 1969, in the Battelion Chapel
and was well attended by a large crowd of Tomehawks who wanted to
pay their last respecta,

During this period another Tomahawk, Chicf Warram Officer ¥William R,
Hartwell, who lost his life in the service of his country vas honored
at Fort Rucker when the Swimming Pool across from Iyster Army Hospital
wad  deaignated Hartwell Pool. (W2 Hartwell received a Silver Ster
@8 a result of his gallamt action on Jamary 10, 1967 when he was shot
while covering for a medical evacuation,
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Glousasy
ARVN: prmy of the Republic of Viehmam
ASAP: 43 soon as possible
CMAC: Units of the 82nd iirborns, 197uh [ight Infantr; Trigade, and ARVN

CROSSBOW: Call sign and nickname or the armed Bolicopter Piatoon of the
173rd Asssult Helicoptor Compary :

GUNSLINCERS: (all sign and nickname of i Armed Holicopter ®latoon of the
128th Assault lelicopteor Comoarye ‘

LZ: Ianding Zone

FITLSHOKE : Designation given the evacuation.of downed aircraft by CH-h7
Chinook medium 1ift helicopter and UHelH Helicopter"a

rloalE s Lall sign and nickrame of the Armed Helicopter Platoon of lst
Avintion Battalion, First Infamtry Division,

TEE PEE: 7he home base of Tomahewk & roraft at P Iol, Vietnam, .
TOMAHWAKS :  Call sing and mickname of the 128th Assamlt Helicopter Com;:nrw.
USA RV: United States Army Vietham | !
VC: Viet Cong and North {ietnamese regulars, , ¢






