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I. MISSION AND ORGANIZATI~: 

On 1 January 1965, the 178th,Aviation Company, including the 400t~ 
Transportation and 774t!1 Medical Detachments, was located at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, and was assigned to the 10t:-, Aviation Group. Durins January, the 
company completed training and preparation for overseas movement to Phu 
Loi, Republic of South Vietnam. The sequence of movement to Vietnam was 
as follows: 

A. b.~~..1'arty: The advance pp.rty, composed of t,1e Commanding 
Offic!'!!', Major Roge::- J. Shielc'c; the Supply Officer, Major Davis Clark; 
and tl",Q 400th Tranll1lortatlcn Detc.r.11me!1t. Cc,mmani:cr, Major Eddie D. !'onroe, 
dept..r'.;ed Fort Benn::':.(; ~,n 2:5 January lUld a:!"ri vcd in Saigon on 1 Ff:bruary. 
Travel was mal;\e by m~lite..ry and comr;e::-cial jet airc:.-aft. The ad"ancp. 
party made preliminary arrangements for reception of the company at Vung 
Tau .and Phu Loi. 

B. ~illi.: The company's sixteen CH-47 Chinook heliccJ?ters ',rere 
fiown from Fort Benning to Sharpe krmy Depot, California, by 178'!1 ni.ght 
crews during the period 20 January - 1 February. Dc~ite adverse weather­
conditions enroute, all helicopt~rs arrived in California safely and with­
out incident. The unit'c two OH-13 Sioux helicopttC!,s were transported to 
Sharpe Army Depot by US Air Force aircraft. A maintenance team of six 
officers and thirty-four enlisted men, under the command of the Servi'Ce 
Platoon Commanner, Captain Arthur A. Williams, remained with the heli- -
copters and accompanied them to Vietnam. The helicopters departed Cali­
fornia aboard the aircraft carrier BRETON on 25 February, arriving at 
the :port of Vung Tau on 18 March. The helicopters were nown from the 
BRETON to Phu l-oi, closing at the new home station on 25 March. 

C. 2.th~.;..Ec:u~llEl!.!:~: Remaining unit equipment, accompanied by CWO 
Gerald Lyon r.llQ hoc enlisted men, was transported from Fort Benning to 
the port of St,vanr,ah, C-eorgja. This equipment, which included all unit 
moto~ vehicle~, d~~arted Scvennah aboard the Victory Ship ~OOD 
vrr.70~Y on 4 February, arriving at Saigon on 18 March. TI1e equipment 
't."a.s convoyed to Phu Loi, arriving on 2J. March. 

D. Main Body of Unit Personnel: The'main body of officers'and--men, 
under the cc~~ar.d of the Executi\~ Officer, Major Jack L. Keaton, de~ 
parted Fort Benning via jet aircraft on ll-i February and, traveling first 
to Oakland Ai::-port , arrived at the Oe.'<..land Army Terminal on the same day. 
The fuain body departed San Francisco aboard the troop ship USNS GENERAL 
NELSON l~. 1oi'ALKER on 18 February, arriving at the port of Vung Tau on 10 
Ma:rch. These personnel were airlifted, on the same day, to Phu Loi by­
CH~47's of the l47th Aviation C~mpany, stati~ned at Vung Tau. The Com­
manding Officer, Maj ~r 'Shields, g'.'eeted the main body upon their uri val 
at "P:1U ioi ... -ith a three-piece "band" provided by the 13th A,-tille,"y. The 
men ~Crfl treated to their first cold beer since departing CONUS. 

-----' .. __ .... "'------,- . ,. ,--- --------,-_ .. _ .. -._'-_._._ . 
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Desp i.t>: tone ady·., "'5" condi ti.on;; "f a ttl taLly rJ.ffV/ eTlv'p'IJnlllellt, i:ltense­
hee;.t, at1d da.ily tOYrentla.1. i>1bt:soc>n t1U/l1l, Hoe J.78ti, 1:>ee,\l'IIe fully operation­
~1. 0:'\ 31 Jtls.rell· fins p·e.do" of time, .. on:ly twelve da.vs fro'1l D.':rival of the 
unlt'l$ rO!s 'il'l Vi anaJfl un'tll UT(. "c"ieye'i'T~nt t>fl\.t11y "1eraH~:1TU status-­
)5 off'eretl ;!.~ " ncon' (cra4 f;V\.ai:loll o Ill!: 01' 'Llds si-ze. 

lJpcm arr-.i v.!)l. at P~II loi.. Vi oe~fl8.lI\, the nll1-::-, llli.t~ ci't.achments, was 
&ulS>tedto the Hoti; Avittft>n Ba1;u.lloJ\. wltielo j.n tura is ~s~g!led to 
the I '2:r.h ~1Ti<tJot\ /l.ru·Dp, .1/1 in i G -t'Jtle tt..e 774~~;. Medi ccl Dr;t~.r:Jl!o1ent "IIa;S 

.reas5.igl!'ed to t"~ ., !i5\.f\ Itv~s ti uti J>atta Ji O'IC\ WId tlt.e 178th Wl!.FI ;rupported by 
the Uth 1I·\f.\·2ti.,m BatteJ.i.uII. i11<.tIi.c/l.l. De!~.ehrnent., Durhg th,l I,erl.')d 1 korU 
throl.1~ ~.l \}ece·t>1b<!.Y" 'tnt n8tk. $(i~p.(jrt.<!.c:I colllba'~ oper",cJ.cr.c I!,ll ,l<':3criced 
in Seci:j"'tl !~ ;'(Q(ia'aH()"'~ Qr.d T..aini'41) In impJ.elilefltbg ~.t'J r.lsi.ion "to 
!ir()Vi~-e lof;istl eel. 111ll:! h~t.I~v.l:. ~irli:n ftJr r~')V'E:lm~l\c "of tr:>ollll and 

'. l"t(p'p.l.les. ,- Inclosul'e 1. c1q')ic"ts th~ Lltli t' S 1.()ca·~lo;l e,r,d (.perntion3.1. area 
i~ the ~~ublLe G~ Vj~tn~~, 

fhl J5 JI.I~ 196(. ~h ... unIt t:.l/~.& r~delil[ltat"<:l t::e 178t.h }..sr.au1t S1J1jport 
1f'p.'11etrpt1!r CONPa,ry. ItSsteY.lt'd to .. tile reilesigJt?lt.ail 1lth COl!lbRt Jlviaticn 
B'l.tt".i.lOl1, }Ill Gemn.l. Orrkc haJi been rece:nf\!~ by' :;1. Dcc:er-;bp.1' :'.')66 to 
:lUFPOl7t /;Ms .rd~sj211at.lon, 

ft. p e r~iJant.1.. ~.I 0'\ flA.-si 01\" r· T'o.~.rll'8\., des', 'blleJ t·t;> ~1:J e1rleta the D51::O.9 ., 
"j,1I11lf1 " fQ.ell'!.g till. S i!<N& 1 ike un t t s, .r. ~ ;5\l1t.,,( LI'I I:he. .1.0 S:I' ,,{:i='o ... '" Cl.'lO\llC!~­
Ifi ... ·r".d uffl{tHS Mel :;i¥ wa.(·"',mt at-Hcerfo to t:h~ l ... t My C~Vc.lry 1))v.!:s;1;>ll. 
il1 ~pr U •. , ft t:t.etfl enl.1 sto.p. :~,eT5Il·r..ll"'~ tv th~ l'i7l:h l+,s~aut t Sll1P'():ri HeU.., 
copt-to', eOrtl~'l."'if at" V~",~· T2.~ :1.1'< AUf,~.sr i!JIiI 0It Gddi i:i ~"a.l f1 . .f·e<l-<.l1 100 the 
lI~ll:IY. i/1ll.i:- ~n Odobe".. j:n :t~tllr.l'\, i!\ret CQ"!!!l SosiQ,n'" officer" 3'lA :H.JI" 
w .. .rril'lt officers ""ere m{l:t.veq fr"", "h~ ~9t. At!!' Cg,va.J:qr Ihvt:o;lcJJI, anif 
thirty enJ .. l.ste<i ~et':!it)".1\el mn gai114o:t fr.'" Hll<! 147t.h, Va.rl.';)l23 sm&.11 
levie;! ~~ .r~el",,;:-:; IlIhi.c,M, aU-ed tlo-:o i nj>· ... o$'on J.l'COenlll.' $ goah" 

Ot.l:m:" I11I3.jm' Q.HSfll'Illll.l "htl.l'l!l'e·s Il''ilr" as fo·l.l~: Si.'IO:'leen .~nller" hEld 
b~"l1 tl.Ssi~lIe,j b'i{ :?9 lI.prJ.l. J,96.6,l'oL-l:r P"t:lI,fj Ild~rs were at1thD!lz~d to t)1<, 
""nit by Vc,!·oal. i:lrder Q·f the. eOlllm2.0·.cl~n$ Oif.loer, l.Jtk Combat Av.l1\tion J3ct~ 
tali.:::;. SignHlcalIt inilividu:ll cneJlS:",,> .... (1'e SI' (oJ.t.O\!l~: !1::l..j;)r R6r.er J. 
Shield~: tb!) unit t ~ o~isi.n;:l '';oM1.'It.'a"d·, E\,: Off i t'~r ~ fif9.S retl'#ienr::a t',(l,' tft.~ 
l~th COlllbat· A.vl .• t.iOll' G:ra'\J'II .Ll'I Sel?te.!IiI?~·{,. i'1~jor Loews J. McConnell., t.lul 
unitll' t>T:'flJ.ns.l O,et"i).b,,)'Is OfF1~e'f: .• c.05~~l.~e<l '~olll'J\laltd uf '1;"/\" U/ltt I;'n'; ~s 

,:fol)."'oIt1! by /Il:o,Jor. Clytl~ r. /Q i.ck i \') J),eee .. be·r, Maj or M<:.CQ)t71e II In.S ·re·· 
· .. :ple.~..:( by j.1~.jt)r ~.l(",I/ll ;: .. , RiJ{()lI 2G C{,'O.rafiQ>l'I.s· Oi'fieeY", Major·E.:Idje n.· 
M"6nToe~, t·ke oftrine:l C~'WlMdel' ii~ "'n't I/-OI'JrtI Trf\n~o1:'tii.'l'ia.n 1'ltt:lI.rh""~t 
'If'/!S i'er.lS1s'\(l:Md ,<> the J21:II' CI)'OIba.t AVl a'Hen Grot('11 l.n "":;.y iI'ld WM i'ejiJ..'\c!!J 
by C~p.tejll A:rtl'i'ur A. W:i.U i.<iJ,I$, t·h't or'l~il\.al Ser.,.t..,e n<:<i:oon CbClII'el'>de1.' .. 
In l>io'vl!ll!be't', ~~hj.n \iJ.L1;t nlll~ ~s r'-asM file" '1,,'" 1l5<lREUR ",nd"'W'!l$ ~'e1'll'lc:t'!d 
b~' ~!ajC;):' Dal"ls 1:11'.1'11:,· rt! ·J1ilY /liI'~)C>t:" Je.el~ L. 1(ca.t'On;·,rrigil'a:t ~eeutive­
Offic."r > ~e-p:art.ed to t'S&1JI~"" cal1illle"d (lr ·~It'l\ J !11th ,.q.SlIl\u].t SUirpo:rt He'.i<:O'q>~ 
tar Comp:W lit. VLlI'lg 7"'el.\. el>li'1:e.~n F~t (, /l'0i;s oa.Ssll~d .1I.ty Sli L'.,:r.cu.iva 
Offi('ar SlId fJNC fo11(.'toIe4 by ~ja,. JunI\·lII.. Kalill~. In D<!,.;em·oe~. FIrst .• , 
Se:rgC!:(Ult. Wi.1l.i"" N. taker bee~Jlle St'r6.eii\>lt Major of Ute lJ t:l Combat Avi"tion 
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Battalion in AuguSt and Was l'eplaced by First Sergeant· Th~mas E. Tocco­from the 400th Transportlltion Detachment. First Sergeant Tocco was re­placed by Sergeant First Class And':ew C. Mo:>re. 

Two permanent buildings were completed durIng the period--tke unit ~'3 and the unit orderly room. Arrangements have been made ·to name the unl t 1II':,S9 in honor of SpecialIst Five Ross A. Br:>Wn and to name the first cVrIIl I e:t·"cI B:lche).,'1:··0Yficer Q"~.rters in honor of'-Capt"ain John S. Seeley. esc" eF ~O'" Mas fchl.Jy b)ured in separate CH-47 acCidents. F1Jrther~·· e"Y1str .. ctiu;1 vn Fill "ad 0f'fi.c.e!" biD.ets, 'sh3"wers, and an eiiHst"'J! cIubll'as :initT"<ted. Il1lp'iovements in dust sn.:l dr~inf,.ge problem a.!"'=l"s were made, Nor~al. offiC(,r Gelid en.1is~e" rulatioa occurred at a routi:>.;! pace. En.l'i;ted 'I't;pla~ernents were untimely .. 

On I September 1956 tl>!e··uni.t observed it"s first" anniversary of Olw.ni­Eation Day. ''Both the l78th EIlQ. the 40Dth Transportation Detachment de­vl'!l'''9~d and a.iloj;ited distinctive IInit inSignia. Incl:>sure··2 depicts tbe -17Bth insigni!\ e.nd InClo·~u.rc 3 shows t,hat-of the 400th Tre.l'IS1ortation De­t%:enlllent. Tbe U!'lit was l;,utllo/.""j2eO two <JH-lB 'h<:licopterii ir. Ji~u of the tt..u Ofl~J.3 heUccpters, One (J}/-~:6 (540 3Ystem--ret'.~sig"""te,f d& t,£ 1JH-J.C) wa!> received.. Throu,'Si!ct't. thO! ~rioa .. 1I'e',bers ~f the unit )'l.,'Cicipated in g01<ral edmi:J.i~t~;d;ivc, l"iinchons ifl C'bI'l.,juYicti.':ln with tbe pedor,na.llce of tk~ C o'..,t>.t ·.,j.ssi>:>n, Pd.t ped· i.c1."p.~t i on' in TJSA]lV' ~ Resl' 11)1'11 }lecuperati~n Pr:>­r;re>11 ha~ pr:>ven ve::y beilej:' I ci ~J. 1\I~l!r un:li: .,e:o:-sonileJ h,,'re e~,~cnded their fOj-"~1I serYi.:;e to·uxs. Si./lce t't.H"~t-l()n .. the CC"'/1~n,/ M.s exlJibited an e.q.~cp;JOllS~ e"p'~ .. of 'l!on.ioe <n~ eSfrit de C:>.-p3. 
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II. OpeTations and Training: 

Under the supervision of J-lajor Lewis J. l~cConnell (Operations and Training-Officer), a make-up FOR training cycl~ ~res eonducted during the­period 3-15 January 1966. Duri~~ the period 3-21 JAnuary, this unit con­ducted training by section~ and platoons for the purpose of increasing the unit's abilitY to acccmplish its mission in combat. This 'training ..:~ _ was conducted ~nder field conditions to the r,:axitnum possible extent and included the foUowil'~: 

a. PilOt and c'rev .ret're1lher night training in the Chinook helicopter • . /' 
b. Actual day and night troop and equipment airlifts (including artil1ery lifts and field training with Pathfinder teams). 

c. Individual ~ training on bOlTOW'ed equipment, (including Communications, Air T:m;t1'ic -control, Service, Operations, Maintenance, and j·less Sections). 

Upon arrival at Vung Tau, Vietnam, and while awaiting the arrival of 17~,th unit equipment, the pilots and enlisted crews joine~ with the 147th Aviation Qompar(), for initial combat night orientation. During this period (18-30 l,~arch 1966) the l78th night crews received an average of 15 combat nying hours each. During the period 1 April 1966 through 31 December 1966, the unit participated in Operations "Abilene," "Birm- -ingr.am," "El Paso," "Lexington II," "Hontgomery," "She!landoah," "Charles­ton," "Leeds," "Fairfax," "Tulsa," "Lam Sam II," "Bismark," "Baton Rouge," lind "Attleboro" in support of the 1st Infantry Division; in Operations "Fort NisqualJ.y," "Ala l·loana," ilKs. Uua," and "Kalihi" in S1lpport of the 25th Infantry Division. and in Operations "Denver," "Sioux City," and ''Toledo'' in support of ' the l73rd Airborne Brigade (Separate). Concurrent ~th these operations, the unit provided'general support to the 1st Infantry Divisionl 4th Infantry Division, 25th Infa!ltry DiVision, l73rd Airborne Brigade \Se:parate), 196th Ligl,t Infantry Brigade, llth Arr.lored Cavalry Regiment, US Special Forces, the Australian Task Force, t::e Army of Vietnam and the US Aid l1ission. For a one month period, support of a classified nature was given which resulted in favorable comments of the unit from US State Department officinls and other echelons of command. During the month of April, in support of Operations "Abilene" and "Birmingham," the unit new loGe,. I' hours which, as of 31 December 1966, is a' calendar month-flying hour record for a C'rl-47 unit in tl:is tr.eater. During the period 5-25 November 1966, in su:pport of Operation "Attleboro ," the largest ground operation of the war as of 31 December 1966, the unit new lS29 sorties, 508 hours, and airlifted 2525 tons of supplies and eqtiipment. Night operations involving the airlift of artillery units and the restrPply of ammunition to these units were the most exte!lsive conducted QY a. CH-47 helicopter unit in the III Corps Tactical Zone. Almost 80 hours of night 'flying time were logged. One of the unit I s primary missions was recover.>'. During the nine month period-- in RVNJ l78th Ci:inooks-recovered' 166 downed aircraft. incIilding the following types: OH-13. OH-23, tTii-lB, 
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UH-1C, UH-lD, CH-34, CH-43, O-lA, CV-2, and Al-i!. Recover~· aircreft also 
airlifted vehicles, including a captured tractor. Statistics for the 
period follow: Hours flo~m: 6930.2; Cargo airlifted (tons): 254838; 
Passengers airlifted: 62846. Unit C~{-47 aircraft received numerous small 
arms and automatic weapons hits throug;:out the'-period ~Thicll resulted in 
several aircraft being forced to land. One c::-47 helicopter was taken 
under mortar attack after being forced down, resulting in one warrant 
officer ~unded. One aircraft came under ground attack after being forced 
down and nine enemy casualties were confirmed with no furt"er damage to -
the personnel or aircraft. Sixteen personnel of the unit have become eli­
gible to receive the Purple Heart •. The unit suffered two cas~lties 
during this period. Specialist Five Ross A. Brown was lost in the cresh 
and subsequent total destruction of a CH-47 aircreft on Tay Nin11 (Black 
Virgin)-Mountain on 30 Hay 1966, and Captain John S. Seeley was killed 
in a CH-47 crash in the vi~inity of Dau Tieng on 27 June 1966. On 
26 December 1966, three CH-47 aircraft were damaged by a mortar attack-on 
Phu Loi Army Airfield. Concurrent wrth the operetional missior.. exten­
sive training was conducted. Two CH-47 Instructor Pilots were received 
f'rom the 1st Air Cavalry Division and a Flig:1t Standardization Program 
was instituted. ~v3 Dennis Pullen became Unit Standardization Pilot and,­
in turn, checked out five additional instructor pilots. A Unit Standardi­
zation Board was formulated and the entire program achieved notable su~ess. 
Classes on local weather procedures, weather conditions and characteris­
tics of vnrious loads were conducted. A majority of the pilots were -given 
proficiency checks in the OH-13 aircraft and, subsequently, in the lnl-1C, 
to offer more flexibilit:{ in the unit I s operational and administrative 
requirenerri:s. -Small arms familiarization, CBR classes, Escape and Evasion 
classes, a ten-hour block of formal instrnction in general administrative 
techniques and complete familiarization of flig:,t engineers and crew chiefs 
with loading techniques were accoI:!plished. All gunners were totally 
oriented to flight engineer and cre~1 chief duties other than actual main­
tenance. Training in all phases received attention with emphasis on the 
Inst~ent Qualification Program. Since the unit nas been in existence, 
numerous Instrument Certificates have been renewed--both fixed and rotary 
wing. Pilots with fixed wing certificates only i:a\"e been issued initial 
rotary wing certificates upon completion of requisite training. Two pilots 
~th no prior instrument qnalifications have successl1illy obtained initial 
Rotary Wing Certificates. These accomplis:lments are noteworthy because the 
requirement for maintaining instrument certification has been waived during 
service in the Republic of Vietnam. Nevertheless, t:1e gaining and main-

,taining of t:lese certificates .... >ere completed during the aocelerated prepa.ra-
.. tiCi~S at Fort Benning and during the performance of combat operations in the 

Republic of Vietnam. Aerial gunnery training for all assigned gunners, 
utilizing the coastal waters near Vung Tau, was conducted with outstanding 
results. Tra.ining in the utilization of the "Trooper Ladder" with meobers 

-of the l73rd Airborne Brtgade wes accomplished with 928 personnel paTtiC±­
pating. This training resulted in the first kno~m ~~itten procedure par­
taining to this concept. As a result of participation in aforementioned 
operations , comprehensive tec:-miques pertaining to utilization of the 
CH-47 he-J.icopters in the airmocile role were formulated, became policy for 
this unit and forwarded to t:le infantry divisions and ot"er supported 
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elements for implementation. Because the combat-environment demanded 
optimum emplo~ment and utilization of limited CH-47 resources, training 
of supported ground units became continuous. A Unit Nobile Training Team 
was formed and visited nearly all levels of command in an effort to impart 
detailed instruction on air mobile techniques, particularly that pertaining 
to the preparation, rigging, and loading of externally transported cargo. 
Due to this unit's efforts, the most taxing problem encountered during­
the period, that of CH-47 misutilization, has been solved to a large ex­
tent and is now eeldom encountered. Further, this program recognizes the 
personnel rotation problerr~ faced by supported u.~its, and has kept abreast 
of that training requirement. A CH-47 operations canuel has l)een prepared 
by this unit for publication by hig11er headquarters. The Army Aviation 
Yaintenance Training Assistance Program courses in Vung Tau were utilized­
to the maximum and were a major factor in maintaining a high level of pro­
ficiency among unit maintenance personnel. 
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III. Maintenance and Supply: 
, 

As of 1 January 1966, the most seriQus maintenance pr~blem was the 
fact that nearly one hundred IreWly assigned ail-craft mecha:lics were nQt 
qualified in the 1964 model CH-47 helicopter (the model assigned to the 
178th). Having anticipated this problem. Captain Arthur Williams (Service 
Platoon Commander), made the necessary arrangements fQr government con-­
tracts to permit required AAMTAP courses to be conducted by factory rep­
resentatives on the 1964 model Chinook helicopter at F~rt Benning, Georgia. 
These courses included instruction in general Chinook familiarization tte 
~caning T-55 engine, the stabilit.y augmentation system, adva6ced bydi-au­
lics and periodic inspections. The result of this inst',cuction was the 
qualification of 130 assigned mechanics. These maintenance men proved 
their worth on the ferry night from Fort Benning to California. All 
maintenance problems were quickly and efficiently solved. The short time 
required for the unit to be operational in Vietnam after arrival was due 
in large ~rt to the enthusiasm and profeSSional ability of ~~jor Eddie D. 
Monroe's {Maintenance Officer) maintenance personnel. The supply section 
under the supervision of Captain Davis Clark did a very efficient .job of 
proceSSing, shipping and issuing the unit equipment and spare parts. The 
movement of the unit equipment from Fort Benning to Vietnam was under the­
supervision of Captain John Carroll (l~ovement ContrQl Officer). The move­
ment plan and operation was so efficient as to receive a commendatiQn 
from the Inspector General of the Department of the Army. The maintenance 
and supply areas began their first organized efforts on 1 April 1966. Ho 
difficulties were encountered during April when the company gained the 
record of hours nown and cargo moved. Three major components, engine 
mechanical transmissions, night control actuators, and combining trans­
missions, accounted for the cajority of aircraft non-availability. The 
connibcliz:ltion progra.m and component changes placed additional work loads 
on maintenance personnel. Many critical ground support i,.t\=ms of equip­
ment, such as test stands, maintenance tents and avionics test equipment, 
were not available and their absence further c~I:!plicated required main­
tenance. Maintenance personnel became acclimated and reached a satis­
factory level of proficiency. Workir~ conditions of adverse weather and 
night shifts became routine. In July, aircraft availability continued to 
be a problem due to shortage of parts and lack of maintenance facilitie~ 
The&e problems had been recognized by higher headqUarters and during 
the assistance visits from supporting units, the stre~~ining of parts 

,supply for CH-47 aircraft made a noticeable difference. ~any items of 
' .. gro~d equipment were issued and greatly improved the avionics and hy­

draulics repair and test capability. A lack of maintenance facilities 
(hangars, lights, maintenance tents) continued to adversely affect the 
maintenance effort. Approval was granted for the construction of a 
30' X 100' buUdins and a 75'~ 202' hangar but actual-construction was 
not started. The Field l-laintenam:e Detachment was assigned the task -:>1' 
recovery and rebuilding of an ACH-47A r,elic~pter that had been S;1"t down. 
This task was completed in record time with outstanding results. For the 
period 1 October 1966 through 31 December 1966, the maintenance posture 
showed steady improvement in the latter portion of ti:e period despite 
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unusually high commitments and parts shortages. Lack of maintenance facilities continued tdbe a problem area. Construction was started on one maintenance building 20' X 100' which will be utilized by the alii-ed shops. A well was dug which is utilized for aircraft and vehicle wash­ing. Revetment of aircraft was initiated and grading and pencpriming of the parking area has started. The Field Haintenance Detachment completed five 6th periodic inspections. These have been completed without support from higher echelon and without interrupting the flying program. An.ila­bility rates for the period were as follows: aircraft availability: 64.9%; -equipment down for maintenance: 13.1%; equipment down for parts: 22.rY/c. The airfield service section became proficient in the art of refueling 'at­field locations and under enemy fire. Engineer equipment maintenance sup­port did not reach the desired level. The availability rate on engineer equipment averaged 5Cf/.. Availability of engineer eqUipment increased in the latter part of the period but parts supply continued to be a problemr. Motor vehicles availability, while the hi~st in the Battalion, fast be­came a problem with the H35Al 2t Ton Truck--parts availability accounting for the majority of the problem area. Unit supply experienced extreme difficulty in obtaining TceoE it-ems which were to be shipped from CONUS subsequent to the unit's departure. Follow up action and command emphasis did not solve this problem, 

:t .. 
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IV. Special Problems: 

A. Education of the supported units in CH-47 airmobile techni~es 
was a continuing problem. To correct t~is situation, a program of 
instruction was prepared by Najor Lewis J. l>!cConnell, unit operations­
officer and the unit's Hobile Training Team visited all artillery bat­
talions, brigade headquarters, and other units requiring the training. 

B. Leek of parts support fer the CH-47 helicopter seriously 
_ hampered the accomplis:unent of the unit's mission. Shortage;! of ground 

support equipment caused serious problems in maintaining the CH-47 air­
craft. These two areas presented an obstacle to realistic availability 
rate. Continued cOllllll8.lld emphasis gave partial relief. 

C. Personnel infusion continued to compound an already severe 
personnel turbulence situation. This problem area has been recognized 
as a neceSSity to insure operational readiness of all units concerned at 
any given time; yet, it is of such impact that it is recorded here. 

D. While operating in the Quan Loi area, several engine bleed 
band problems arose. The soil of this area has an adhesive characteris­
tic which defies cleaning. One engine was so badly caked that it re­
quired removal and complete tear down. 

E. Engine, combining, and forward transmissions continue to 
fail tolerance checks and are changed before TBO~ Upper boost actuators 
fall in the same category resulting in a high rate of demand maintenance • 
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V. Miscellaneous: 

A. Inspections: This unit received special inspections of unit 
readiness by the Inspector General, Third US Army on 11 January 1966 and 
by the Inspector General, Department of the A:rmy, on 18 January" 1966. 
The reports of these inspections resulted in the unit and its commander 
being commended by the Commanding Officer, loth Aviation Group and the 
Commanding General, Fort Benning, Georgia. This unit received several -
spot inspections at the section level from the 11th Combat Aviation Bat­
talion which resulted in above-satisfactory reports. This unit received 
the Annual Inspection General on 2l June 19$. OVerall grade Was given 
as "Satisfactory" in the exit briefing. No written results were received. 
No further formal inspections were received. 

B. Awards and Decorations: 

Numerous awards and decorations were ea.rned by unit personnel 
during the subject period. Awards are listed below: 

a. Legion of Merit 

~~jor Roger J. Shields 

b. Distringuished Flying Cross 

l,~jor Lewis J. McConnell 
Captain John 14. Carroll 
C~ptain George Kieffer 
Captain Pat L. Hoss 
Captain John S. Seeley 
CI'B Ellis E. Brabec 
CiI'3 Frank iV. Cros s 
CW3 Alvin Lee 
CH2 John D. Green 
lVOl Roger L. Lichte 
,101 Sanford E. Parr 

c. Bronze Star with "V" 

sp4 Robert Blum 
" ".~ 

d. Air lledoJ. ~rith "V" 

_~la.jor Hoger J. Shields _ 
CW3 Hugh E. Barlow 
C112 Eskill Phillips 
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e. Bronze star 

Hajor Davis Clark 
Haj or Le~Tis J. McConnell 
Captain John S. Seeley 
CH3 Alvin Lee 
SFC Oliver Lamarre 
SFC Carl Ritter 
SSG Paul Poling 
SSG Vincent Savolskis 
SP6 Albene Ginglewood ,..-

sP6 Lester Grissom 
SP6 Gerold Keller 
SP5 Howard Speer 
sp4 Jerry Carlisle 
sp4 Robert S. Lewis 

f. Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry 

Haj or Le1-.'is J. HcConnell 
sP6 Audrey G. Bell 
sP6 l10rman K. Ford 
SP6 Harold Laber 
SP5 Ross A. Bro-WTl 

g. Air ~redals: For sustained operations eac!1 regular crew 
member earned an-average of eight Air Medals during t!le period. Due 
to the high turn-over of personnel, it would be impractical to list 
each member's individual a"~ds. 

h. Purple Hearts: 

Hajor Norman Hughes 
Major Lewis J. McCol,nell 
CVi3 H~ro.rd Eubanks 
Cl'i3 Fran.lt ROI·re.n 
Cl'i3 Dennis R~ 
CI.'2 John R. Logan 
SP6 Carl ~ioff~nbach 
sp6 Cluster !'I. t:lliott 

.Y SP5 Ross A. Brown 
,~ 

SP5 Charles Farnsworth 
SP5 Ste?hen Niadbala 
SP5 Joseph II.. Boylan 
sp4 Robert P. Coughlin, Jr. 
S?4 Allen Armiston 
PFC Gerald W. Farley 

i. Good Conduct Medals: 

All enlisted personnel who earned Good Conduct Hedals were 
awarded the medal. 

-' . 
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j. Senior A:rrrry Aviator 

Y;ajor Davis Clark 
qaptain Robert E. Cuyle 
Captain Pat L. Hoss 

k. Fourteen enlisted men earl!ed the Senior Aircraft Crewmecber 
Badge and fifty-one earned the Aircra."t Crewoember Badge. ' 

1. On 27 August 1966, the llth Combat Aviation Battalion was 
awarded the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm. Personnel serving 
in the 17Gth Assault Support Helicopter Company during the period 
10 March 1966 through 30 June 19'".:>6 are arthorized to wear this award as 
a permanent decoration. -

m. In December 1966, the 178th Assault Support Helicopter Com­
pany was recommended for the l1eritorious Unit Commendation Award. 

C. Civic Actions: In keeping with the overall goals of the United 
states Army efforts in Vietnam, t!c.e 178th Assault Support Helicopter 
Company undertook sponsorship of the refugee village of Vinh Son, located 
at Phu toi, Vietnam, as a unit project. Efforts'have been made to 
initiate health and welfare aids such as showers, wells, and waste dis­
posal. Christmas Day 1966 saw a unit sponsored program consisting of 
Christmas dirmer ana-'1;oys for the children delivered by Santa Claus 
descending 1'rom a CH-47 helicopter. 
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